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"And  thou  shalt  number  seven  Sabbaths  of  years  unto  thee,  seven  times 
seven  years;  and  the  space  of  the  seven  sabbaths  of  years  shall  be  unto  thee 
forty  and  nine  years.  And  ye  shall  hallow  the  fiftieth  year :  .  .  .  it  shall 
be  a  jubilee  unto  you;  .  .  .  it  shall  be  holy  unto  you. 
Wherefore  ye  shall  do  my  statutes,  and  keep  my  judgments,  and  do  them; 
and  ye  shall  dwell  in  the  land  in  safety.  .  .  .  Then  I  will  command 
my  blessing-  upon  you." — Leviticus  25:8-21. 
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"The  Lord  giveth  the  word;  the  women  that  publish  the  tidings  are  a 
great  host." — Psalm  68:11.  R.  V. 


Introduction 


Our  Methodist  parsonages  have  given  generously  of  their  daughters 
to  achieve  the  difficult  tasks  assigned  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  In  many  of  them  has  been 
evidenced  the  fact  that  life  placed  on  the  altar  of  God  for  His  service 
is  multiplied  in  power  and  greatly  enriched  by  companionship  with 
Him. 

In  the  life  of  our  historian,  Lillie  Moore  Everett,  daughter  of 
Rev.  W.  H.  Moore,  D.  D.,  and  Josephine  Redding  Moore,  and  wife 
of  James  LeGrand  Everett,  of  Rockingham,  there  is  convincing 
evidence  of  her  companionship  with  the  Master.  Every  gift  of  heart, 
mind,  and  soul,  the  influence  of  her  home,  her  time,  her  very  self, 
are  on  His  altar.  And  her  Lord  uses  her  mightily  in  furnishing  infor- 
mation, training,  and  understanding  helpfulness  to  her  co-workers. 

As  conference  superintendent  of  Mission  Study  since  1920,  Mrs. 
Everett  has  given  time,  money,  and  effort,  to  keep  abreast  of  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Kingdom.  Under  her  leadership  Mission  Study  is  more  and 
more  a  blessing  to  our  conference. 

As  Editor  of  "Our  Missionary  News,"  the  official  organ  of  our 
North  Carolina  Conference  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  she  has 
demonstrated  the  truth  of  what  Paul  says  in  Romans  5  :3-5 :  "Tribula- 
tion worketh  patience;  and  patience,  experience;  and  experience,  hope; 
and  hope  maketh  not  ashamed;  because  the  love  of  God  is  shed 
abroad  in  our  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghost  which  is  given  unto  us." 
To  her  loyalty  to  a  definite  vision  of  service  in  His  Kingdom,  and 
to  her  ability  to  enlist  the  prayers  and  co-operation  of  the  servants  of 
God,  is  due  the  usefulness  of  "Our  Missionary  News." 

Upon  the  shoulders  of  our  editor  was  laid  the  task  of  compiling 
the  history  of  our  fifty  years  of  organized  work  for  missions.  It  bears 
witness  to  the  consecrated,  powerful,  women  who  pioneered  in  our 
conference.  Those  who  serve  hereafter,  in  our  missionary  societies, 
shall  know  of  a  surety  that  our  pioneers  labored  faithfully  for  God. 

A  discerning  mind,  a  gifted  pen,  an  understanding  heart,  used  by 
the  Holy  Spirit,  brings  to  us  this  history  for  our  Year  of  Jubilee.  It  is 
a  gift  of  Lillie  Moore  Everett's  love  for  her  Lord  and  Master. 
Fayetteville,  N.  C.  — Elizabeth  Lamb. 


Preface 


In  this  story  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  the  North 
Carolina  Conference,  I  have  tried  first  of  all  to  give  a  full  and  accurate 
account  of  its  activities  and  achievements,  its  failures  along  with  its 
successes.  I  have  tried  to  trace  its  evolution  from  a  simple  organism 
in  1878  into  its  present  complex  and  comprehensive  organization. 
I  have  tried  to  show  how  from  its  beginning  it  has  been  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  in  the  church,  instead  of  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society  and  the  church.  I  have  tried  to  make  it  not  a  book  to  be  read 
once  and  put  up  on  a  shelf  forevermore,  but  a  book  of  reference  to 
be  kept  near  at  hand  for  giving  help  in  time  of  need.  I  have  tried 
to  make  it  so  informal  and  personal  that  every  auxiliary  woman  may 
sit  down  comfortably  and  pleasantly  with  it  as  friend  with  friend. 
A  critic,  only,  will  doubtless  find  much  to  criticise  from  a  literary 
standpoint,  for  I  have  not  been  ambitious  to  achieve  a  piece  of  "litera- 
ture," but  I  trust  that  such  faults  will  be  overlooked,  even  as  one 
recognizes  but  condones  the  trivial  shortcomings  of  those  beloved. 

It  is  with  grateful  appreciation  that  I  acknowledge  my  indebted- 
ness to  many  persons  whose  names  need  not  be  enumerated  here,  for 
they  appear  throughout  the  book.  But  I  do  desire  to  express  my  con- 
sciousness of  great  and  everlasting  obligation  to  my  honored  father, 
Rev.  W.  H.  Moore,  whose  love  for  his  church  was  so  tremendous 
a  part  of  his  life,  that  from  him  I  imbibed  a  similar  love  which  has 
grown  with  the  years  and  increasing  knowledge  of  its  history  and 
standards,  and  fruited  in  this  offering  to  its  Head;  to  Mrs.  J.  A.  Dailey, 
who,  by  lending  me  in  1922  her  volume  of  "The  Southern  Missionary 
Herald,"  edited  in  1877-79  by  her  uncle,  Rev.  A.  R.  Raven  of  our 
annual  conference,  first  awakened  in  me  the  desire  to  compile  the 
history  of  our  Conference  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  so  that  I 
made  a  beginning  on  it  that  year;  to  my  Historical  Committee,  Mrs. 
Sue  D.  Swindell,  Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott,  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  Mrs.  M.  T. 
Plyler,  Mrs.  Harvey  Boney,  and  Mrs.  F.  B.  McKinne;  to  Miss  Sally 
Reese  and  Mrs.  E.  R.  Clarke,  Mrs.  W.  P.  Webb  and  Miss  Georgia 
Biggs,  Miss  Vara  Herring  and  Mrs.  J.  S.  Funchess,  Rev.  C.  A.  and 
Mr.  Tom  P.  Wood,  Mr.  J.  P.  Breedlove,  Duke  University's  librarian, 
and  Rev.  T.  A.  Sikes,  for  the  loan,  or  gift,  of  many  valuable  books 
and  records;  to  the  authors  of  those  books  in  my  Bibliography  from 
which  I  have  taken  such  data  as  I  have  needed;  to  the  auxiliary  his- 
torians, even  those  who  neglected  to  sign  their  sketches;   to  those 
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women  in  the  Western  Carolina  Conference,  particularly  Mrs.  W.  R. 
Harris,  conference  historian,  and  Mrs.  Lucy  Robertson,  conference 
president  for  so  many  years,  who  so  pleasantly  and  promptly  responded 
to  my  appeal  for  information;  and  to  many  women  who  have  encour- 
aged me  from  time  to  time  by  writing  to  assure  me  of  their  fervent 
prayers  for  help  and  guidance  to  me  in  this  most  important  under- 
taking. 

And  now  I  have  come  to  the  end  of  it.  It  has  been  a  labor  of  love. 
It  is  on  my  part  a  love  gift  to  my  conference  auxiliary  women,  with 
the  earnest  prayer  that  it  may  be  to  them  in  some  measure  as  they 
read  it  the  help  and  blessing  its  preparation  has  been  to  me.  But  before 
all,  I  offer  it  to  Him  in  whose  service  we  are  all  co-laborers,  trusting 
that  He  will  receive  and  use  it  in  the  bringing  in  of  His  Kingdom 
on  the  earth. 

Lillie  Moore  Everett. 


Rockingham,  N.  C,  July,  1929. 
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Organizations 


BOARDS  OF  SOUTHERN  METHODIST  WOMAN'S 
MISSIONARY  SOCIETIES 

FOREIGN 
1878 — General  Executive  Association. 
1882 — Woman's  Board  of  Missions. 
1  894 — Woman's  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

HOME 

1886 — Woman's  Department  of  Church  Extension. 

1890 — Central  Committee  Woman's  Parsonage  and  Home  Mission  Society. 
1898 — Woman's  Board  of  Home  Missions. 

UNITED  FOREIGN  AND  HOME 
1910 — The  Woman's  Missionary  Council, 

NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCES 

FOREIGN  SOCIETY  PRESIDENTS 
1878-86— Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson. 
1886-07 — Mrs.  Lucy  Armfield  Cuninggim. 
1907-13— Mrs.  R.  A.  Willis. 

WOMAN'S  DEPARTMENT  CHURCH  EXTENSION  SECRETARIES 

1886-  87— Miss  M.  E.  Carter. 

1887-  90— Mrs.  John  R.  Brooks. 

WOMAN'S  PARSONAGE  AND  HOME  MISSION  SOCIETY 
Presidents 

1890-94 — Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell. 

1894-  95— Mrs.  W.  H.  Shaw. 

1895-  98— Mrs.  C.  P.  Dev. 

WOMAN'S  HOME  MISSION  SOCIETY 

Presidents 

1898-03— Mrs.  H.  C.  Spiers. 
1903-05— Mrs.  J.  E.  Underwood. 

1905-  06— Mrs.  W.  H.  Shaw. 

1906-  13— Mrs.  R.  B.  John. 

WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY 
Presidents 

1913-  14  Miss  Emma  Page. 

1914-  17— Mrs.  R.  B.  John. 
1917-19 — Miss  Elizabeth  Lamb. 

1919-  20— Mrs.  A.  M.  Gates. 

1920-  27 — Miss  May  Edla  Smith  (Mrs.  C.  M.  Early). 
1927-28— Mrs.  A.  M.  Gates. 


CONFERENCE  CORRESPONDING  SECRETARIES 
Foreign 

1878-90 — Mrs.  F.  M.  Bumpass. 
1 890-94 — Mrs.  W.  S.  Black. 
lg94_14_Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell. 
1914-15 — Mrs.  F.  B.  McKinne. 

Home 

1890-  91 — Miss  S.  L.  H.  Clark  (did  not  serve). 

1891-  96 — Mrs.  W.  W.  Shaw. 
1896-98 — Mrs.  H.  B.  Anderson. 

1898-  99 — Mrs.  J.  A.  Simpson. 

1899-  03 — Mrs.  Ida  T.  Wilkins. 
1903-1  1— Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott. 
1911-13 — Mrs.  James  G.  Fearing. 

1913-  1-1 — Mrs.  R.  B.  John. 

1914-  15 — Miss  Sallie  Lou  McKinnon. 

WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY 

1915-  17 — Miss  Sallie  Lou  McKinnon. 
1917-28 — Mrs.  Harvey  Boney. 


ANNUAL  SESSIONS  WOMAN'S  FOREIGN 
MISSIONARY7  SOCIETY 

1879 —  Wilson  1891— Durham  1902— Raleigh 

1880 —  Winston-Salem     1892 — Goldsboro  1903 — Rockingham 

1881 —  Durham  1893 — New  Bern  1904  Elizabeth  City 

1882—  Raleigh  1894 — Raleigh  1  905— Louisburg 

1883 —  Durham  1895 — Fayetteville  1906 — Warrenton 

1884 —  Wilmington  1896 — Kinston  1907 — Greenville 
1  88  5— Raleigh               1897 — Littleton  1908 — Goldsboro 

1886—  Goldsboro  1898— Durham  1909 — Laurinburg 

1887 —  Greensboro  1899— New  Bern  1910 — Roxboro 

1888 —  New  Bern  1  900— Wilmington  1911— New  Bern 

1889—  Charlotte  1901 — Wilson  1  9 1  2— Littleton 

1890 —  Henderson 

ANNUAL  SESSIONS  WOMAN'S  HOME  MISSION  SOCIETY 


1  898— Raleigh  1  903— Raleigh 

1  899— Littleton  1904 — Selma 

1900 —  Kinston  1905 — Wilmington 

1901 —  Warrenton  1906 — Fremont 

1  90  2— Weldon  1 90  7— Smi  thfield 


1908 —  Durham 

1909 —  Louisburg 

1910—  Elizabeth  City 
191  1— Raleigh 

1912 — Weldon 


ANNUAL  SESSIONS  WOMAN'S  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY 

1  924 — Goldsboro 
1  925 — Greenville 

1926 —  Elizabeth  City 

1927—  Sanford 

1928 —  Wilmington 


1913—  Wilson 

1914 —  Durham 
191  5— Rocky  Mount 
1916 — Kinston 
1 9 1  7 — Wilmington 
1918— Raleigh 


1919 —  Rockingham 

1920—  Oxford 

1921 —  Fayetteville 
1  922 — Washington 
1  923 — Henderson 
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DEACONESSES 
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Miss  Mary  Ella  McCall,  1921. 
Miss  Jennie  Congleton,  1921. 
Miss  Mary  Nichols,  1922.  , 
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CHAPTER  ONE 

Beginnings  of  Methodism 


"As  an  ecclesiastical,  aggressive  organism,  Methodism  has  no  equal. 
It  is  grand  in  unity,  sublime  in  the  harmonious  operation  of  the  various 
parts  of  its  machinery,  and  glorious  in  its  efficiency.  .  .  .  The  salvation 
of  souls  is  the  one  grand  design  of  all  the  operations  of  Methodism,  and  the 
only  reason  for  the  existence  of  ecclesiastical  organization.  This  is  the 
reason  for  the  existence  of  the  visible  church." — L.  S.  Burkhead,  in  1876. 

The  following  story  of  its  fifty  golden  years  of  achievements  in 
missions  is  the  expression  of  the  desire  of  the  North  Carolina  Confer- 
ence Woman's  Missionary  Society  to  honor  its  pioneer  women  in  due 
"appreciation  of  our  heritage":  Those  women  who  ceased  not  to  labor 
and  to  pray  in  obedience  to  their  heavenly  vision  of  a  redeemed  world, 
and  who,  through  faith,  were  enabled  in  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  lay  firm  and  strong  the  foundation  upon  which  the  women  of  today 
are  still  building.  While  thus  honoring  them,  we  would  also  accord 
all  honor  to  those  earlier  pioneers  without  whom  there  could  have  been 
no  Southern  Methodist  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  our  pioneer 
preachers,  the  earliest  circuit  riders  of  our  great  church.  Especially  at 
this  time  does  the  heart  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  turn  to 
them  in  appreciation,  since  this  year,  1929,  is  the  bicentenary  of  the  real 
birth  of  Methodism,  which  momentous  event  occurred  in  1729  in  the 
hearts  of  John  and  Charles  Wesley  and  the  friends  associated  with 
them  in  the  Holy  Club  at  Oxford  University  in  England. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  essentially  a  missionary  church. 
Early  in  the  year  1739,  there  began  under  the  preaching  of  George 
Whitefield  and  continued  under  that  of  John  and  Charles  Wesley, 
such  a  revival  of  religion  in  England  as  had  never  been  known  before. 
It  swept  the  country  like  a  flaming  fire.  In  its  character  it  was  really 
a  great  home  missionary  evangelistic  campaign,  the  influences  of  which 
extended  throughout  the  British  Isles  and  across  the  Atlantic  into 
America.  John  Wesley  places  the  "rise  of  the  Methodist  Society"  at  the 
"latter  end"  of  that  year,  when  a  group  of  persons  "deeply  convinced 
of  sin  and  earnestly  groaning  for  redemption,"  desired  him  to  meet 
and  pray  with  them,  and  "show  them  how  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to 
come."  A  time  was  appointed  when  regularly  every  week  he  met  with 
all  who  would  come  to  him.  Established  as  a  custom,  this,  according  to 
Tyerman,  resulted  in  the  founding  on  the  23rd  of  July,  1740,  of  the 
first  regular  Methodist  Society. 

Its  founder,  John  Wesley,  born  of  missionary  minded  parents  into 
a  home  thoroughly  impregnated  with  the  spirit  of  missions,  had,  a  few 
years  before  this  time  and  many  years  before  the  organization  of  the 
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church,  spent  two  years  in  Georgia  as  a  missionary  to  the  colonists  and 
Indians.  Forty-two  times  his  missionary  zeal  carried  him  to  Ireland. 
He  was  driven  of  the  Spirit  twenty-two  times  into  Scotland  with  the 
message  of  salvation.  He  travelled  constantly  in  England  and  Wales 
to  minister  to  the  spiritual  needs,  which  were  very  real  missionary 
needs,  of  the  thousands  who  heard  with  gladness  the  Word  he  pro- 
claimed. And  many  years  before  William  Carey  went  to  India  as  a 
missionary,  John  Wesley  had  called  for  volunteers  from  his  Wesleyan 
Societies  in  England,  and  taken  up  a  collection  from  them  to  send  the 
two  who  responded  as  missionaries  to  America.  In  England  in  1756 
home  mission  work  was  begun  by  the  Wesleyans,  who  raised  also  a 
special  fund  to  send  their  message  to  Ireland. 

Methodism  Comes  to  America 

Methodism  was  introduced  into  this  country  between  1760  and 
1766  by  the  Irish  immigrants,  Robert  Strawbridge  and  Philip  Embury, 
converts  of  this  missionary  enterprise,  who  settled,  the  one  in  Maryland 
near  Baltimore,  the  other  in  New  York  City.  They  preached  their 
Methodism  by  word  and  in  their  living.  They  organized  the  first  Meth- 
odist Societies  and  built  the  first  Methodist  meeting  houses  in  this 
country.  The  New  York  Society  soon  felt  the  need  of  experienced 
help,  and  appealed  to  Mr.  Wesley  to  send  them  preachers. 

At  the  conference  which  was  in  session  at  Leeds  in  1769,  Mr. 
Wesley  described  this  need,  and  telling  of  the  appeal  made  to  him, 
asked,  "Who  are  willing  to  go  to  America  as  missionaries?"  Richard 
Boardman  and  Joseph  Pilmoore  volunteered  to  come,  and  the  preachers 
present  contributed  a  sum  averaging  $7.00  each  to  pay  their  expenses 
to  this  country.  They  landed  at  Gloucester  Point,  six  miles  from  Phila- 
delphia on  the  24th  of  October  the  same  year.  They  were  the  first 
regular  itinerant  preachers  to  come  to  this  country,  though  Robert 
Williams  had  preceded  them  by  only  a  short  while.  He  was  an  English- 
man, but  went  to  Ireland  to  live,  working  there  as  a  local  preacher. 
In  his  missionary  zeal  he  eagerly  desired  to  come  to  America  to  the 
help  of  the  lay  preachers  here,  and  obtained  Mr.  Wesley's  permission 
to  do  so  and  to  preach  under  the  direction  of  the  regularly  appointed 
missionaries.  He  was  admitted  into  the  regular  ministry  at  the  first 
conference,  which  met  in  Philadelphia  in  1773.  Selling  his  horse  to 
pay  what  debts  he  owed,  he  embarked  for  New  York,  with  "only  his 
saddle-bags  in  which  were  a  few  pieces  of  clothing,  a  loaf  of  bread 
and  a  bottle  of  milk"  as  the  sum  total  of  his  worldly  possessions.  He 
arrived  in  New  York  in  the  fall  of  1769  just  before  Boardman  and 
Pilmoore  reached  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Boardman  went  to  New  York  to  enter  at  once  upon  his  mis- 
sionary service.  Mr.  Pilmoore,  beginning  in  Philadelphia,  after  fife 


Seven  Times  Seven 


13 


months  went  to  New  York.  In  the  fall  of  1772  he  turned  his  face 
southward,  stopping  in  Maryland  to  preach  and  to  strengthen  the  work 
begun  by  Strawbridge,  after  which  he  extended  his  itinerary  into  eastern 
Virginia  and  then  through  eastern  North  and  South  Carolina  into 
Georgia  as  far  as  Savannah.  In  North  Carolina  he  preached  the  first 
Methodist  sermon  ever  heard  here,  at  Currituck  Court  House  on  the 
28th  of  September,  "to  Churchmen,  Baptists,  and  Presbyterians,"  using 
as  a  text  this  phrase  from  the  11th  verse  of  the  3rd  chapter  of 
Matthew:  "He  shall  baptize  you  with  the  Holy  Ghost  and  with  fire." 

The  Rapid  Sfread  of  Methodism 

All  the  early  Methodists  were  missionaries  in  the  truest  sense  of 
the  word.  They  were  assigned  to  "circuits"  unlimited  in  extent,  embrac- 
ing very  much  more  territory  than  that  included  in  any  of  our  districts, 
even  conferences  at  this  time.  When  Mr.  Wesley  assigned  George 
Shadford  to  "America"  in  1773,  he  wrote,  "I  let  you  loose,  George, 
on  the  great  continent  of  America.  Publish  your  message  in  the  open 
face  of  the  sun,  and  do  all  the  good  you  can."  There  were  no  houses 
of  worship,  and  no  congregations  belonging  to  them,  on  those  vast 
circuits  to  which  our  pioneer  preachers  were  appointed,  and  which  they 
"rode"  in  all  kinds  of  weather,  the  year  round,  under  all  sorts  of  con- 
ditions. They  preached  anywhere  and  everywhere — in  churches,  in 
homes,  in  school  buildings,  in  barns,  in  jails,  in  court  houses,  on  the 
streets,  in  the  fields,  in  grave  yards — to  any  who  would  stop  or  could 
be  brought  together  to  hear  them.  They  ate  with  whomsoever  would 
receive  them.  They  slept  wherever  they  could,  under  a  roof  if  possible, 
whether  on  a  bed  or  if  allowed  only  to  stretch  out  on  the  floor  before 
the  fire,  but  many  times  with  only  the  bare  earth  underneath,  and  the 
canopy  of  heaven,  or  the  spreading  branches  of  some  sheltering  tree, 
above  them.  As  a  rule  they  were  kindly  received,  and  such  comfort  as 
the  house  could  furnish  was  usually  hospitably  extended  them  by  its 
inmates.  They  had  a  flaming  message  which  they  delivered  in  burning 
words.  They  joined  many  members  to  them,  formed  new  societies  and 
strengthened  old  ones  as  they  travelled,  for  the  Lord  gloriously  and 
mightily  blessed  their  preaching. 

According  to  the  Encyclopedia  Americana,  when  Asbury  came  to 
America  in  1771,  there  were  316  Methodists.  When  he  died,  in  1816, 
this  number  had  increased  to  214,235.  Jesse  Lee,  in  his  "A  Short 
History  of  the  Methodists,"  mentions  only  two  "meeting-houses"  at 
that  time.  One  in  New  York  City  on  John  Street,  called  "Wesley's 
Chapel,"  was  built  in  1768  by  Philip  Embury's  Society.  The  other  was 
built  by  Mr.  Strawbridge  and  his  society,  near  Pipe  Creek  in  Mary- 
land, and  called  the  "Log  Meeting-House."  At  the  first  conference  in 
America,  held  in  Philadelphia  in  1773,  the  minutes  record  1,160  mem- 
bers in  society,  and  10  preachers  assigned  to  6  appointments:  New  York, 
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Philadelphia,  New  Jersey,  Baltimore,  Norfolk,  and  Petersburg.  The 
preachers  were:  Thomas  Rankin,  George  Shadford,  John  King, 
William  Watters  ("the  first  travelling  preacher  raised  up  among  the 
American  Methodists"),  Francis  Asbury,  Robert  Strawbridge,  Abra- 
ham Whitworth,  Joseph  Yearby,  Richard  Wright,  and  Robert  Wil- 
liams. In  the  number  of  members  given,  100  were  in  Virginia,  none 
in  North  Carolina.  The  conference  of  1784  "began  at  Ellis's  Preach- 
ing-House, Virginia,  April  30th,  1784,  and  ended  at  Baltimore,  May 
28th  following."  There  were  reported  14,988  members  in  society,  and 
83  preachers  assigned  to  46  circuits.  McTyeire's  "History  of  Method- 
ism" gives  the  number  of  members  as  "  14,983,  of  whom  13,331  were 
in  the  southern  states;  and  of  the  65  chapels  built,  56  were  in  the 
southern  states." 

Missionary  Character  of  Methodism 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  formally  organized  at  a 
specially  convened  conference,  held  in  "Lovely  Lane  Chapel"  in 
Baltimore,  in  1784.  It  has  become  historical  as  the  "Christmas  Con- 
ference" from  the  fact  of  its  assembling  in  its  first  session  on  the  24th 
of  December  and  the  ten  days  of  its  sitting  carrying  it  through  the 
Christmas  holidays.  The  church  thus  organized  from  scattered  bands 
of  societies,  continued  to  grow  steadily.  Its  bounds  were  set  only  by 
the  advancing  frontiers  of  our  country.  In  many  a  lonely,  isolated, 
pioneer  settler's  cabin  in  the  backwoods,  or  at  the  extreme  edge  of  our 
marching  civilization,  the  Methodist  circuit  rider,  on  his  periodical 
rounds,  was  the  only  connecting  link  with  the  world  outside,  or  the 
people  "back  home."  Along  with  his  gospel  message  he  carried  the 
news  of  the  more  thickly  settled  sections  which  he  disseminated  as  he 
itinerated. 

The  reading  of  their  occupation  of  this  country  in  the  name  of 
Christ  for  our  church  presents  many  a  picture  reminding  one  of  St. 
Paul's  catalogue  of  his  own  experiences  as  a  missionary.  These,  too, 
were  missionaries,  and  in  their  journeyings  they  have  been  lost  in 
forests,  on  mountain-sides,  in  plain  and  wilderness.  Their  lives  were 
oft  endangered  by  raging  storms  and  torrential  floods,  by  wild  beasts, 
savages,  and  wicked  men.  Many  times  they  were  misunderstood,  sus- 
pected, ridiculed.  Some  were  persecuted,  beaten,  cast  into  jail.  And 
always  they  endured  the  hardships  of  poverty  and  homelessness  without 
family  ties,  weariness,  illness,  and  shattered  nerves,  but  nothing  daunted 
or  deterred  them. 

Beginning  in  the  eastern  section  of  our  country,  they  branched  out 
north  and  south,  and  pushing  forward  they  crossed  the  Blue  Ridge  and 
Alleghanies  with  the  path-finders  and  trail-breakers  of  that  day,  preach- 
ing the  Word  and  organizing  their  societies  as  they  advanced.  Planting 
the  church  along  the  Mississippi  valley  they  joined  the  procession  into 
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the  Oregon  country  in  1834,  where  on  the  27th  of  July  in  that  year, 
"Rev.  Jason  Lee,  a  Methodist  circuit  rider,  preached  the  first  Protes- 
tant sermon  west  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  conducted  the  first  Protes- 
tant funeral  the  following  day,  preached  the  first  Protestant  sermon 
on  the  Pacific  coast  on  September  28th,  1834,  baptized  the  first  Protes- 
tant converts  on  December  14th  of  the  same  year,  and  built  the  first 
Protestant  church,  school,  and  hospital,  at  French  Prairie  in  the  spring 
of  1835."  In  1849  they  joined  the  rush  of  gold  seekers,  adventuring 
into  California,  where  in  poverty,  against  persecutions  and  active 
opposition,  they  succeeded  in  establishing  the  church.  In  the  same  way 
their  missionary  activities  carried  them  throughout  the  whole  country, 
from  the  northern  to  the  southern  boundary  and  from  ocean  to  ocean. 

James  Cannon,  3rd,  in  his  "History  of  Southern  Methodist  Mis- 
sions," quotes  a  tribute  to  the  missionary  character  of  Methodism  paid 
by  Edward  Gibbon  Wakefield  in  his  "View  of  the  Art  of  Coloniza- 
tion," in  speaking  in  1849  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church: 

"It  does  not  wait  till  there  is  a  call  for  its  services;  it  leads  colonization; 
it  penetrates  to  settlements  where  there  is  no  religion  at  all  and  gathers  into 
its  fold  many  of  those  whom  the  other  churches  utterly  neglect.  This  church 
alone  never  acts  on  the  principle  that  anything  is  good  enough  for  the  colonies. 
Whether  it  sends  forth  its  clergy  to  the  backwoods  of  North  America,  the  solitary 
plains  of  South  Africa,  the  wild  bush  of  Tasmania,  and  Australia,  or  the  forest, 
fens,  and  plains  of  New  Zealand,  it  sends  men  of  devoted  purpose  and  first-rate 
ability,  and  selects  its  missionaries  with  as  much  care  as  the  Propaganda  of  Rome. 

It  is  truly  a  colonizing  church.  It  knows  that  in  colonization,  as  you 
sow,  so  you  reap;  it  acts  in  this  belief  with  vigor  and  constancy  of  purpose,  and 
with  a  degree  of  success  that  is  admirable  considering  its  first  'century'  was  only 
held  the  other  day." 

Another  tribute,  quoted  by  the  same  author,  was  paid  to  the  Metho- 
dist circuit  rider  by  President  Roosevelt  during  his  term  of  office,  in 
these  words: 

"The  Methodist  Church  played  a  great  part  in  many  lands,  and  yet  I  think 
I  can  say  that  in  none  other  has  it  played  so  great  and  peculiar  a  part  as  here 
in  the  United  States.  Its  history  is  indissolubly  interwoven  with  the  history  of  our 
country  for  the  six  score  years  since  the  constitutional  convention  made  us  really 
a  nation.  Its  essential  democracy,  its  fiery  and  restless  energy  of  spirit,  and  the 
wide  play  that  it  gave  to  individual  initiative,  all  tended  to  make  it  peculiarly 
congenial  to  a  hardy  and  virile  folk.  The  whole  country  is  under  a  debt  of 
gratitude  to  the  Methodist  circuit  rider,  the  Methodist  pioneer  preachers  whose 
movement  westward  kept  pace  with  the  movement  of  the  frontier:  who  shared 
all  the  hardships  in  the  life  of  the  frontiersman  while  at  the  same  time  minister- 
ing to  his  spiritual  needs  and  seeing  that  his  material  cares  and  the  hard  grinding 
poverty  of  his  life  did  not  extinguish  the  divine  fire  within  his  soul." 

The  Itinerancy  Established 

Our  church  is  indebted  to  Francis  Asbury  more  than  to  any  other 
for  the  establishment  of  its  system  of  itinerancy.  Of  the  pioneer  preach- 
ers, he  was  the  first  to  organize  and  travel  over  a  circuit.  When  he 
came  to  this  country  as  a  volunteer  missionary  under  Mr.  Wesley  in 
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1771,  he  found  Boardmari  and  Captain  Webb  in  New  York  City,  and 
was  appointed  by  the  former  to  act  as  his  assistant  there  for  three 
months,  but  the  idea  of  three  preachers  shut  up  in  one  city  a  whole 
winter  was  not  agreeable  to  him,  and  he  would  not  consent  to  it. 
He  said  in  his  journal:  "I  have  not  yet  the  thing  which  I  seek — a 
circulation  of  the  preachers.  ...  I  am  fixed  to  the  Methodist 
plan.  Circulation  was  his  watchword,  and  he  proceeded  to  circulate. 

Preaching  as  he  went,  preaching  as  he  returned,  in  barns,  in 
court-houses,  in  prisons,  at  public  executions,  and  in  the  open,  he  pro- 
claimed a  present  salvation."  He  had  arrived  in  Philadelphia  on  the 
27th  of  October.  He  preached  his  first  sermon  in  New  York  on  the 
13th  of  November,  after  which  he  went  into  the  country,  preaching 
on  the  24th  at  "West-Chester,  then  West-Farmes,  East-Chester,  New- 
Rochelle,  Rye,  and  Mairnock.  He  soon  found  that  their  labours  were 
more  visibly  owned  of  God  in  the  country  than  in  the  cities."  These 
were  already  preaching  places,  for  during  1770  "the  preachers  had 
enlarged  their  borders,  preaching  considerably  in  New  Jersey"  and 
beyond  New  York  to  many,  attentive  hearers.  They  had  spent  most 
of  the  time  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  one  at  a  time  remaining 
in  each  city  and  interchanging  as  they  thought  best.  "The  preachers" 
were  Boardman  and  Pilmoore. 

Methodism  Comes  to  North  Carolina 
In  1739-40  and  again  in  1764  that  great  and  eloquent  preacher, 
George  Whitefield,  friend  and  for  awhile  co-worker  of  the  Wesleys, 
preached  in  New  Bern,  and  probably  other  places  in  the  eastern  section 
of  North  Carolina,  on  his  overland  journeys  from  New  York  to 
Georgia.  His  preaching  doubtless  prepared  the  way  for  the  coming  of 
Methodism,  which  was  introduced  into  the  state  in  the  latter  part  of 
1772  by  Joseph  Pilmoore,  who  seems  to  have  preached  his  way  across 
the  eastern  counties  from  Virginia,  through  South  Carolina,  also,  into 
Georgia.  Beginning  at  Currituck,  his  itinerary  in  North  Carolina  in- 
cluded Edenton,  Bath,  New  Bern,  and  Wilmington.  He  does  not 
record  the  organization  of  any  societies. 

Robert  Williams  began  to  preach  in  Petersburg,  Va.,  early  in  1773, 
where  he  came  into  friendly  association  with  Rev.  Devereux  Jarratt, 
a  godly  minister  of  the  Church  of  England.  Mr.  Jarratt  in  1770  had 
begun  what  became  a  great  and  far-reaching  revival,  which  by  1772 
had  extended  for  fifty  or  sixty  miles  away.  When  Mr.  Williams 
arrived  on  this  field,  to  which  he  was  appointed  at  the  conference  in 
1773,  he  found  the  revival  fires  already  kindled  and  burning  through- 
out the  fourteen  counties  in  that  section  of  Virginia,  and  two,  Bute 
and  Halifax,  in  North  Carolina.  Bute  County,  which  in  1779  was 
divided  into  Warren  and  Franklin  counties,  was  just  south  of  Meck- 
lenburg County  in  Virginia,  its  northeast  corner,  cut  off  by  the  crossing 
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"They  are  men  whom  no  labor  tires,  no  scenes  disgust,  no  danger  frightens. 
To  gain  recruits  for  their  Master  they  sedulously  seek  out  the  victims  of  vice  in 
the  abodes  of  misery  and  wretchedness.  The  vow  of  poverty  is  not  taken  by  these 
men,  but  their  conduct  is  precisely  such  as  it  would  have  been  had  they  taken  one; 
their  stipulated  pay  is  barely  sufficient  to  perform  the  service  assigned  to  them. 
With  much  the  larger  portion,  the  horse  and  the  contents  of  their  valise  or  saddlebags 
are  the  sum  total  of  their  earthly  possessions." — President  William  Henry  Harrison. 
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of  the  Roanoke  River  from  Virginia  into  North  Carolina,  touching 
Brunswick  County  in  Virginia.  Our  present  Warren  County  is  the 
northern  part  of  old  Bute  County,  Franklin  being  the  southern  part. 
Bute  and  Halifax  lay  for  many  miles  along  the  southern  or  south- 
western bank  of  the  Roanoke  River. 

In  the  official  minutes  of  1774,  there  appeared  a  new  circuit,  the 
Brunswick,  with  218  members.  Our  church  historians  bear  record  that 
this  circuit,  composed  of  14  counties  in  Virginia,  and  2,  Bute  and 
Halifax,  in  North  Carolina,  was  planned  and  travelled  in  1773  by 
Robert  Williams.  It  is  believed,  on  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Jarratt,  that 
"many  societies  were  organized  in  his  parish  and  other  places  as  far 
as  North  Carolina,"  that  "Mr.  Williams  spent  a  part  of  that  year  in 
forming  societies  in  portions  of  North  Carolina  bordering  upon  the 
Roanoke."  It  is  conceded  by  the  church  historians  that  Robert  Williams 
organized  the  first  Methodist  Society  in  North  Carolina,  and  while  the 
claim  is  made  by  some  that  he  effected  this  organization  in  1773  and 
it  is  probably  true,  it  has  been  impossible,  so  far,  to  locate  it,  or  even 
to  prove  that  such  organization  was  accomplished  before  1774.  Jesse 
Lee,  our  earliest  Methodist  historian,  says:  "In  the  beginning  of  this 
year,  1774,  Robert  Williams  began  to  form  societies  in  Virginia,  and 
made  out  a  plan  for  a  six  weeks'  circuit  which  extended  from  Peters- 
burg to  the  south  over  Roanoke  River  some  distance  into  North  Caro- 
lina." The  conference  of  1774  was  held  in  Philadelphia  on  the  25th 
of  May.  Robert  Williams  was  listed  as  one  of  the  "Assistants,"  but  he 
was  not  appointed  to  any  charge,  three  other  preachers  being  sent  to  the 
Brunswick  Circuit.  In  1773  Williams  had  been  assigned  to  Peters- 
burg. "Early  in  1773,  at  the  invitation  of  Gussett  Davis  and  Nathaniel 
Young,  Williams  went  to  Petersburg,  and  began  to  preach  holiness  of 
life.  No  immediate  fruit  appearing,  he  procured  a  horse,  went  out  into 
the  adjacent  country  on  a  preaching  tour,  and  soon  a  most  wonderful 
revival  broke  out.  The  flame  soon  extended  over  into  North  Carolina. 
Brunswick  Circuit  was  formed,  and  the  next  year  three  other  preach- 
ers were  sent  to  it."  He  "married  soon  after  and  settled  in  Eastern 
Virginia,"  his  home  being  on  the  public  road,  about  halfway  between 
Suffolk  and  Portsmouth,  where  he  died  in  1  775,  on  the  26th  of  Sep- 
tember. It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  his  work  of  preaching  and 
organizing  certainly  began  in  North  Carolina  at  the  earlier  date. 

In  an  effort  to  locate  the  "first  Methodist  Society"  organized  in 
North  Carolina,  your  historian  followed  several  promising  leads,  in 
which  Miss  Amma  Graham  and  Mr.  J.  Edward  Allen  of  Warrenton 
were  most  helpful.  "Petersburg,"  Miss  Graham  says,  "used  to  be  the 
trading  center  for  both  these  counties  (Warren  and  Franklin,  then 
Bute).  The  Roanoke  from  Virginia  into  North  Carolina  was  crossed 
in  Bute  County,  not  far  from  the  Halifax  line,  and  the  old  Stage 
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Coach  Line,  south,  crossed  at  Eaton's  Ferry  and  passed  right  through 
Warren  and  Franklin  at  Louisburg."  When  Asbury  came  into  North 
Carolina  for  the  first  time  in  1780,  he  must  have  come  over  this  route, 
which  the  chart  shows  to  have  been  almost  due  south  in  a  straight  line 
from  the  state  line  to  Green  Hill's  at  Louisburg.  Crossing  the  Roanoke 
on  the  16th  of  June,  Friday,  his  first  preaching  place  was  at  "Jones's 
barn  on  the  17th;  fifteen  miles  to  Brother  Bustion's"  on  the  18th; 
on  the  20th  "over  to  Joseph  John  Williams";  on  the  21st  twelve  miles 
to  "Mr.  Duke's";  on  the  22nd  "to  Jenkins's";  on  the  23rd  at  "Nut- 
bush  Creek  Chapel";  moving  on  and  preaching  every  day,  he  reached 
Green  Hill's  on  the  5th  of  July.  He  re-entered  Virginia  from  Hills- 
boro  on  the  12th  of  August.  Miss  Graham  continues:  "I  think  the 
first  Methodist  Society  in  this  section  was  organized  in  the  home  of 
Joseph  John  Williams,  about  the  date  you  give  (1773-74),  and  two 
of  the  earliest  churches  were  old  Bethel  and  old  Shady  Grove,  called 
'old'  because  new  churches  of  the  same  name  were  later  built  and  in 
different  locations.  Both  might  have  been  the  outgrowth  of  this  organi- 
zation in  the  home  of  Joseph  John  Williams,  who  lived  just  across 
the  line  in  Halifax  County,  between  the  two  churches  above  men- 
tioned. The  site  of  old  Shady  Grove  is  on  our  farm  in  the  Fork  neigh- 
borhood of  Warren  County  (old  Bute).  The  Halifax  History,  says  the 
Baptists  built  Kehukee  Church,  probably  the  oldest  church  of  that 
denomination  in  eastern  North  Carolina,  after  1742.  Some  years  later 
several  Methodist  Churches  were  established  on  Fishing  Creek.  This 
must  refer  to  the  three  churches — old  Shady  Grove,  old  Bethel,  and 
old  Centenary — because  old  Shady  Grove  is  a  mile  and  a  half,  or 
maybe  a  little  farther  from  Big  Fishing  Creek,  and  the  other  two 
nearer  Little  Fishing  Creek.  Mrs.  Charlotte  Story  Perkinson  of  this 
county,  formerly  of  Massachusetts,  who  is  much  interested  in  historical 
collections,  in  describing  the  home  of  Cousin  Edward  Alston,  in  a 
Greensboro  daily  in  1927,  said:  'What  was  the  first  church  anywhere 
in  the  county  stands  in  the  back  yard.  It  was  moved  there  after  it  fell 
into  disuse  as  a  church  and  was  used  as  a  weaving  room  and  later  as  a 
wash  house  in  slavery  times.  To  this  old  church  bishops  of  England 
came  before  the  American  church  was  established.'  This  was  old  Shady 
Grove  Church,  moved  from  the  place  on  which  our  ice  house  after- 
ward stood,  when  the  second  Shady  Grove  Church  was  moved  and 
built  three  or  four  miles  farther  up  on  the  same  road."  Mr.  Allen  says 
that  "not  long  after  the  Revolution,  Shady  Grove  was  one  of  the  richest 
of  the  country  churches  in  this  state.  It  is  worthy  of  mention  that 
practically  all  the  people  of  this  section  came  from  Southern  Virginia, 
and  that  the  migration  was  at  its  height  in  the  early  part  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century." 

Another  old  church  is  Plank  Chapel,  in  that  part  of  Bute  which  is 
now  Franklin.  This  church  has  a  definite  history  which  can  be  traced 
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back  to  the  erection  of  its  first  building  for  worship,  a  log  meeting 
house,  similar  to  that  one  built  by  Robert  Strawbridge  in  Maryland, 
in  1780,  soon  after  the  visit  of  Francis  Asbury  on  his  first  itinerary 
into  "the  wilds  of  North  Carolina."  This  visit  carried  him  to  the  home 
of  Roger  Jones,  where  60  people  awaited  him.  Miss  Nettie  Allen,  the 
historian  of  this  church,  says  that  "it  must  have  been  that  the  meetings 
of  the  Methodists  had  been  held  in  this  home  for  some  years  before 
this,"  and  the  original  society  was  doubtless  organized  in  it.  This  church 
is  on  another  route  from  Petersburg,  "via  Clarksville,  and  the  Wil- 
liamsboro  country,  in  what  is  now  in  Vance  County,  formerly  the  edge 
of  Granville,"  Mr.  Edward  Allen  says,  and  Miss  Graham  says:  "Dr. 
J.  T.  Gibbs  said  that  Mr.  Doub,  one  of  our  preachers,  much  older  than 
himself,  told  him  that  the  oldest  Methodist  Church  was  at  Williams- 
boro,  where  they  had  a  Union  Church  first,  then  the  Methodists  estab- 
lished a  church  there,  then  Plank  Chapel,  and  then  Shady  Grove." 
Some  later  historian  of  Methodism  in  North  Carolina  will  perhaps  be 
able  to  discover  the  place  and  fix  the  date  of  the  first  Methodist  Society 
organized  in  our  state.  The  earliest  ones  do  not  record  it.  It  is  a  source 
of  regret  that  it  can  not  be  set  down  among  other  "first  things"  in  this 
record  of  our  history. 

The  first  circuit  wholly  in  North  Carolina  was  formed  in  1776, 
and  called  "Carolina."  Edward  Dromgoole,  Francis  Poythress,  and 
Isham  Tatum  were  appointed  to  it.  The  number  of  members  of  society 
in  North  Carolina  was  reported  at  conference  to  be  683.  "It  would 
be  hard  to  locate  the  boundaries  of  this  new  circuit,  as  there  was  no 
circuit  on  the  south  or  west,  unless  the  Pittsylvania  in  Virginia  extended 
into  North  Carolina  on  the  west.  Hence  their  field  of  labor  was  prac- 
tically unlimited,  having  no  boundary  lines.  But  how  much  of  this 
territory  was  covered  by  the  labors  of  these  pioneers  we  have  been 
unable  to  learn.  It  is  certain  they  penetrated  a  great  portion  of  the 
state  and  laid  the  foundation  of  Methodism  upon  which  their  successors 
have  been  successfully  building  ever  since."  Jesse  Lee  says  that  in  1778 
this  one  circuit  was  divided  so  as  to  make  three,  which  were  called 
New  Hope,  Tar  River,  and  Roanoke.  The  New  Hope,  including 
portions  of  Orange,  Chatham,  Cumberland,  and  Wake  counties,  was 
named  from  a  small  creek  that  emptied  into  the  Haw  River.  It  must 
have  embraced  also,  Grissom  states,  some  parts  of  Granville  and  Person 
counties,  for  "Methodism  existed  in  some  parts  of  this  circuit  from 
the  time  it  entered  the  state.  When  Asbury  visited  North  Carolina  in 
1780  ...  he  traveled  through  Wake,  Orange,  and  Cumber- 
land, showing  that  Methodism  had  already  been  planted  in  these 
counties."  The  boundary  line  of  the  Tar  River  Circuit  has  been  very 
difficult  to  determine  definitely,  but  lying  between  the  New  Hope  and 
the  Roanoke  Circuits  it  must  have  included  Franklin,  Nash,  and  Edge- 
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combe,  as  these  counties  lay  along  the  river  which  gave  its  name  to  the 
circuit.  Situated  along  the  Roanoke  River,  the  Roanoke  Circuit  included 
probably  Bertie,  Northampton,  Halifax,  and  Warren  counties.  For 
many  years  this  was  one  of  the  best  circuits,  and  in  our  Methodist  his- 
tory will  always  be  an  honored  name.  "Its  members  were  distinguished 
for  their  piety  and  social  position.  Here,  'that  grand  old  man,'  Lovick 
Pierce,  was  born.  Here,  too,  was  the  home  of  that  silver-tongued  orator, 
Thomas  G.  Lowe.  In  the  bounds  of  this  circuit,  at  a  .place  called 
'the  old  barn,'  Jesse  Lee  preached  his  first  sermon.  Here,  the  first  sub- 
scription to  a  Methodist  school  in  America  was  made  by  Gabriel  Long 
and  brother  Bustian.  Above  all,  this  was  the  cradle  of  Methodism  in 
North  Carolina." 

In  1780  the  Yadkin  Circuit  was  added.  During  the  years  since 
1776,  while  the  pioneers  were  planting  Methodism  in  the  northeastern 
part  of  our  state,  and  extending  their  labors  to  the  southwest,  preachers 
from  the  Pittsylvania  Circuit  had  been  crossing  over  the  Blue  Ridge 
and  preaching  in  private  houses  in  Stokes,  Rockingham,  and  Surry 
counties.  The  Yadkin  Circuit  "was  formed  from  the  Pittsylvania 
Circuit,  with  twenty-one  members,  and  Andrew  Yeargan  was  appoint- 
ed its  preacher.  It  extended  up  the  Yadkin  River  to  the  Blue  Ridge, 
up  the  Catawba  to  its  source,  and  across  the  Blue  Ridge  into  Buncombe 
County  and  as  far  as  the  South  Carolina  line." 

Edward  Dromgoole  and  Jesse  Lee  were  sent  in  the  latter  part  of 

1782  by  their  presiding  elder,  Rev.  Caleb  Pedicord,  to  travel  through 
the  extreme  east  of  the  state,  with  a  view  to  opening  up  a  new  circuit. 
After  a  difficult  journey  they  reached  Edenton  on  the  1st  of  December, 
whence  they  made  a  preaching  tour  through  Pasquotank  and  a  part  of 
Camden  County  as  far  as  Norfolk  County,  Va.,  coming  back  through 
Currituck  and  the  counties  bordering  upon  the  Pasquotank  and  Perqui- 
mans rivers.  They  held  religious  services  in  19  different  places.  They 
drew  up  the  plan  of  a  new  circuit,  which  appeared  in  the  minutes  of 

1783  as  the  Pasquotank  Circuit.  In  1784,  however,  it  appeared  as  the 
Camden  Circuit  and  was  for  many  years  on  the  list  of  the  appointments 
in  the  Virginia  Conference. 

In  1783  Guilford,  Caswell,  Salisbury,  Marsh,  Bertie,  and  Pasquo- 
tank circuits  were  formed.  Guilford  was  taken  principally  from  the 
New  Hope  Circuit,  and  Salisbury  from  the  Yadkin.  The  minutes  of 
the  conference  held  in  1783,  ten  years  after  the  first  conference  was 
held  when  not  a  member  even  was  reported  from  North  Carolina, 
include  in  the  list  of  appointments  the  following  in  North  Carolina: 
Holstein,  Guilford,  Caswell,  Yadkin,  New  Hope,  Marsh,  Salisbury, 
Tar  River,  Roan-Oak,  Pasquotank  and  Bertie.  Thus,  in  a  little  more 
than  ten  years  from  the  time  the  first  Methodist  sermon  was  preached 
in  our  state,  in  seven  years  after  the  forming  of  the  first  circuit  in 
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our  state,  "in  the  midst  of  the  war  and  persecution  on  every  hand, 
Methodism  had  been  planted  from  the  sea-coast  in  the  east  to  the 
towering  mountains  in  the  west,  having  gained  in  North  Carolina 
2,339  members  in  society."  Of  the  70  ^preachers  in  the  societies,  19 
were  stationed  in  this  state. 

A s bury* s  First  Itinerary  in  North  Carolina 
Asbury  came  into  this  state  on  his  first  preaching  trip  in  the  summer 
of  1780.  After  crossing  the  Roanoke  and  riding  thirty  miles  he  rested 
and  was  refreshed  and  eased  from  pain  at  "brother  Edwards's."  The 
following  day,  Saturday,  17th  of  June,  he  preached  at  "Jones's  barn" 
to  about  100  people.  The  next  day  he  rode  15  miles  to  "brother 
Bustian's,"  where  he  preached  to  about  500  solemnly  attentive  people. 
On  Tuesday  he  preached  again  at  noon  to  50  people,  who  "were  very 
little  affected — but  the  faithful,  for  whom  I  principally  spoke,  were 
tender;  then  rode  over  to  Joseph  John  Williams's,  a  rich  man  of  this 
world,  and  I  hope  sincere."  On  the  21st  a  ride  of  12  miles  carried 
him  to  Mr.  Duke's,  where  he  found  about  30  "quite  ignorant"  people 
to  whom  he  preached.  He  rode  to  Jenkins's  on  the  22nd,  and  "spoke 
plainly  to  about  80  people,  and  found  the  word  was  fitted  to  their  cases; 
met  class;  it  was  a  day  of  peace  to  me;  the  Lord  was  with  me  at  this 
poor  but  good  man's  house.  .  .  .  There  is  a  hardness  over  the 
people  here;  they  have  had  the  gospel  preached  by  Presbyterians,  Bap- 
tists and  Methodists;  the  two  former  appeared  to  be  too  much  in  the 
spirit  of  the  world;  there  is  life  amongst  some  of  the  Methodists,  and 
they  will  grow  because  they  preach  growing  doctrines."  His  itinerary 
included  Nutbrush  Creek  Chapel  (a  little  log  house  about  25  feet  long 
and  20  feet  wide),  where  he  found  a  broken  society.  In  the  home  of 
Dr.  King  he  slept  in  peace,  and  confided  to  his  Journal  that  he  had 
"had  too  mean  an  opinion  of  Carolina;  it  is  a  much  better  country, 
and  the  people  live  much  better  than  I  expected  from  the  information 
given  me";  at  Colonel  Edmund  Taylor's  where  he  was  entertained 
and  preached  in  a  school  house;  six  miles,  on,  to  Tabernacle  where  he 
spoke  to  about  400  people,  rich  and  poor,  but  very  insensible;  "I  think 
these  people  must  be  awakened  by  judgments,  for  it  appears  the  gospel 
will  not  do  it."  On  the  26th  he  preached  at  Turner's;  on  the  27th  at 
William  Price's,  then  at  the  Haw  Tree  where  he  found  "the  most 
religion  of  any  place  in  the  circuit,  and  yet  nothing  great."  At  Todd's 
on  the  28th  he  was  dejected  to  see  so  little  religion,  but  expressed  great 
sympathy  for  the  people  so  distressed  because  of  the  war — "some  taken 
out  to  war,  others  expecting  it  every  day";  the  next  day  at  the  widow 
Pegram's,  though  it  was  muster  day,  he  found  about  60  happv  souls — 
"as  soon  as  we  began  to  sing,  the  power  of  God  came  over  us";  then 
to  Captain  Burrows's  where  he  preached,  but  feared  there  was  "little 
religion  in  this  place,"  "the  minds  and  mouths"  of  about  60  people 
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there  "full  of  the  world."  He  went  on  to  the  "widow  Ellis's  and 
found  the  Lord  was  there,"  preaching  as  searchingly  as  he  could  to 
saints  and  sinners.  Edward  Dromgoole  met  him  there.  The  next  day, 
Sunday,  2nd  of  July,  he  "rode  to  Lindsay's,  a  rough  road,"  and  spoke 
to  about  70  people.  "Now  I  am  done  in  this  circuit  .  .  .  tomor- 
row I  am  going  to  Tar  River."  He  was  delayed  here ;  during  several 
days  travel  he  added  many  miles  in  detours  on  account  of  bad  roads. 
First  he  was  told  he  could  not  cross  Bear  Swamp,  but  a  Baptist  friend 
guided  him  through  that  and  two  very  deep  creeks.  He  was  stopped 
again  at  Ben's  Creek;  "the  bridge  was  gone,  and  a  man  said  it  was 
ten  feet  deep;  I  then  made  for  Falcom's  bridge  on  Little  Fishing 
Creek;  but  low  ground  was  covered,  and  no  bridge  to  be  seen;  lodged 
at  Mr.  Falcom's,  was  known  and  kindly  entertained."  The  next  day 
he  rode  by  Miller's  Cross  Roads  to  Great  Fishing  Creek,  over  a  rough 
way,  but  he  "got  safe  along,  and  was  comforted  in  mind."  At  Sandy 
Creek  he  stopped  with  "brother  Howell,  a  kind  old  man,  and  spent  my 
time  peaceably."  On  Wednesday  he  "set  out  to  Green  Hill's;  but  with 
difficulty  got  along;  but  this  was  not  all,  for  in  going  the  distance  of 
four  miles  I  rode  eight,  and  was  tried  to  purpose;  on  account  of  the 
waters,  I  have  ridden  about  thirty  miles  out  of  my  way;  and  am  now 
twenty-six  miles  from  the  place  of  preaching  tomorrow.  ...  I 
was  very  kindly  entertained  and  blessed  with  fellowship  at  Green 
Hill's;  but  never  met  with  so  many  difficulties  as  I  have  met  with  in 
this  circuit;  I  hope  for  the  greater  blessings;  am  kept  by  grace,  and 
enjoy  health  in  this  hot  weather,  though  so  far  to  the  south;  have  peace 
of  soul,  bless  the  Lord."  After  riding  the  twenty-six  miles  in  the  heat 
he  found  about  70  people,  singing  and  praying  while  waiting  for  him, 
"but  inattentive,  their  minds  full  of  the  present  troubles."  On  Satur- 
day he  rode  to  Cypress  Chapel,  where  he  met  James  O'Kelly,  "who 
appeared  to  be  a  warmhearted,  good  man,  but  troubled  with  the  people 
about  these  times."  At  Ross's  he  spoke  again,  and  Sunday  found  him 
at  Green  Hill's,  where  he  preached  to  about  400  "souls  on  1st  Thesso- 
lonians,  2:4;  the  subject  was  new,  the  people  dead.  I  had  not  much 
liberty."  James  O'Kelly  was  with  him  there  and  "spoke  on  'Have  ye 
understood  all  these  things?'  He  raised  high,  and  was  very  affecting, 
but  to  little  purpose.  There  are  evils  here;  the  meeting  not  solemn; 
the  women  appeared  to  be  full  of  dress,  the  men  full  of  news.  These 
people  are  gospel  slighters.  I  fear  some  heavy  stroke  will  come  on  them. 
James  O'Kelly  and  myself  enjoyed  and  comforted  each  other;  this 
dear  man  rose  at  midnight  and  prayed  very  devoutly  for  me  and  him- 
self." On  Monday  he  went  on  to  Roger  Jones's,  where  about  60 
people  awaited  him;  "God  was  with  us;  the  people  spoke  of  the  good- 
ness of  the  Lord."  From  Cooper's  upon  Tar  River,  where,  "under 
discouragement"  he  spoke  to  about  120  people,  he  went  the  next  day 
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to  Captain  Pope's,  with  whom,  "a  lame,  wise,  and  pious  man,  he  was 
comforted;  he  has  built  a  preaching-house  almost  himself."  After  a 
season  of  prayer  alone  in  the  chapel  the  next  day,  he  went  on  to 
PaschaPs.  Monday  he  rode  to  Crawford's  upon  Neuse  River;  Tuesday 
to  Kimborough's,  sixteen  miles,  crossing  the  Neuse,  he  met  "brother 
Poythress,  much  cast  down,  the  people  being  lifeless  in  religion."  The 
next  day  he  rode  twelve  miles  to  Tignal  Jones's  over  hilly,  rocky  roads, 
and  spoke  to  about  80  people.  General  Hugine  entered  and  heard  part 
of  his  sermon,  "a  polite,  well-behaved,  conversable  gentleman."  They 
dined  together,  after  which  he  set  out  on  his  journey.  "We  came  to 
a  desperate  creek  called  Northeast,  in  Chatham  County,  where  the 
bridge  was  carried  away  by  the  freshet;  we  had  to  go  through  among 
rocks,  holes,  and  logs;  I  was  affrighted;  yea,  it  was  wonderful  that 
the  carriage  did  not  overset;  brother  Poythress  said  the  horse  was  down 
twice  and  covered  all  but  his  head;  however  the  water  kept  up  the 
carriage,  and  we  came  safe  through  all  our  difficulties  to  brother 
Merritt's."  On  Sunday  he  "passed  Haw  River,  wide  but  shallow,  bad 
going  down  and  coming  up;  they  took  the  carriage  over  by  hand; 
then  we  had  to  travel  the  pathless  woods  and  rocks  again;  after  much 
trouble,  and  fear,  and  dejection,  we  came  to  Taylor's  preaching-house 
where  they  were  pressing  horses,  as  we  expected.  ...  I  have 
traveled  30  miles,  and  could  not  avoid  traveling  on  Sunday  for  I  had 
not  where  to  stay;  rode  to  brother  Beck's,  and  was  much  fatigued; 
found  brother  Beck  sick;  he  has  a  gracious  wife."  Monday  he  "crossed 
Rocky  River  about  ten  miles  from  Haw  River;  it  was  rocky  sure 
enough;  it  is  in  Chatham  County,  North  Carolina.  I  can  see  little  else 
but  cabins  in  these  parts,  built  with  poles;  and  such  a  country  as  no 
man  ever  saw  for  a  carriage.  I  narrowly  escaped  being  over-set;  was 
much  affrighted,  but  Providence  keeps  me  and  I  trust  will."  On  Sun- 
day, 30th  of  July,  he  preached  at  Neuse  preaching  house  to  about  400 
people  who  in  spite  of  an  abundance  of  preaching  from  Baptists  and 
Methodists,  were  still  hardened.  On  Wednesday  he  had  reached  Hills- 
borough, and  "preached  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Cortney,  a  tavern,  to 
about  200  people,  on  Hosea  10:12,  £It  is  time  to  seek  the  Lord.'  They 
were  decent  and  behaved  well ;  I  was  much  animated,  and  spoke  loud 
and  long."  After  leaving  Hillsborough  he  turned  north  toward  Vir- 
ginia; he  preached  at  the  quarterly  meeting  at  Henley's  preaching 
house  on  the  5th  of  August,  riding  to  Baxter's  on  the  8th,  and  sixteen 
miles  to  White's  on  the  9th,  where  no  preaching  had  been  appointed 
and  he  had  time  to  write,  and  plan  for  another  trip  through  Carolina. 
On  the  10th  he  rode  for  the  state  of  Virginia.  In  this  itinerary  Mr. 
Asbury  traveled  through  Roanoke,  Tar  River  and  New  Hope  circuits, 
but  did  not  go  into  the  Yadkin  Circuit. 


24 


Seven  Times  Seven 


Green  Hill 

Frequent  mention  is  made  by  the  different  historians,  of  Green 
Hill,  who  was,  Dr.  T.  N.  Ivey  said,  so  far  as  he  knew,  the  first  native 
son  of  North  Carolina  to  become  a  Methodist  preacher.  On  the  3rd  of 
November,  1741,  he  was  born  in  Bute  County.  "Little  is  known  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth.  .  .  .  Imagination,  however,  using  the  know- 
ledge of  conditions  that  obtained  in  the  Carolina  Province  in  1741, 
can  make  the  best  of  it.  In  those  days  every  inviting  avenue,  it  seems 
now,  was  closed  to  the  boy.  The  country  was  a  tangled  wilderness. 
The  settlers  were  widely  scattered.  There  was  not  a  regular  school 
house  in  the  whole  colony.  There  was  no  post-office.  There  was  no 
newspaper.  There  were  only  a  few  churches  scattered  over  a  vast  terri- 
tory. The  Sunday  school  had  not  been  established.  Steam  and  electricity 
were  unknown.  There  was  not  a  public  road.  Yet  it  would  be  a  mistake 
to  assume  that  boyhood  in  that  day  was  only  a  stretch  of  strenuous, 
cheerless  existence,  and  that  Green  Hill  as  a  boy  did  not  find  all  that 
was  necessary  to  fill  to  the  brim  the  cup  of  eager,  bounding,  inquisitive 
life." 

In  speaking  of  influences  upon  Green  Hill  of  the  American  struggle 
for  civil  freedom  and  that  other  movement  towards  ecclesiastical  free- 
dom, which  culminated  in  the  American  Republic  and  in  the  American 
Episcopal  Methodism,  Dr.  Ivey  said:  "Both  movements  enveloped 
Green  Hill  at  a  critical  time  in  the  life  of  the  movements  and  in  the 
life  of  the  man  himself.  We  see  the  credentials  of  his  eminent  force- 
fulness  in  his  active  relationship  to  these  movements.  He  rose  to  the 
full  heights  of  the  situation.  He  showed  a  loyalty  so  true,  a  devotion 
so  exalted,  and  a  service  so  self-sacrificing  and  constructive  as  to  make 
it  impossible  for  us  now  to  dig  beneath  our  republic  and  our  Method- 
ism without  finding  him  among  the  foundation  stones  of  the  imposing 
superstructures." 

The  parents  of  Green  Hill  were  doubtless  members  of  the  Estab- 
lished Church.  He  was  more  than  thirty  years  old  when  he  came  under 
the  influences  of  Methodism.  "We  do  not  know  exactly  when  it  was. 
It  may  have  been  when  Joseph  Pilmoore  .  .  .  came  down  from 
Virginia.  .  .  .  Or  it  may  have  been  a  little  later  under  the 
preaching  of  Robert  Williams  ...  or  during  that  wonderful 
revival  which  started  under  the  preaching  of  Robert  Williams  in  1772 
in  Virginia  and  swept  across  the  border  into  Bute  County  in  which 
Green  Hill  lived.  It  was  probably  under  John  King's  influence.  But 
one  day  he  felt  the  Methodist  tide  washing  around  his  feet  as  he 
listened  to  preaching  which  caused  him  to  make  the  great  renuncia- 
tion and  the  great  surrender.  He  was  not  content  to  bask  in  the  new 
liberty  into  which  the  Holy  Spirit  had  brought  him.  He  entered  the  new 
life  as  a  leader.  Shortly  after  his  conversion  he  began  as  a  local  preacher 
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to  establish  the  new  faith  in  his  community.  It  was  through  the  preach- 
ing of  Pilmoore  and  Williams  and  of  such  local  preachers  as  Green 
Hill  and  others  that  the  North  Carolina  Circuit  to  which  Poythress, 
Dromgoole,  and  Tatum  were  appointed  in  1775,  had  683  members. 
He  had  helped  to  lay  the  mudsills  of  Episcopal  Methodism  and  was 
striving  with  all  his  soul  to  build  his  very  life  into  the  structure.  He 
was  the  first  native  son  of  North  Carolina,  so  far  as  is  known,  to 
become  a  Methodist  preacher." 

As  early  as  1775  Green  Hill  was  known  as  a  Methodist  preacher. 
In  his  "Sketches  of  North  Carolina,"  Foote  mentions  the  fact  that  there 
was  a  Methodist  minister  in  the  Provincial  Congress  which  met  in 
Hillsboro,  August  20th,  1775,  this  minister  being  Green  Hill,  of 
Bute  County.  In  1774  he  had  been  a  delegate  to  the  first  Provincial 
Assembly,  which  met  on  the  25th  of  August  in  New  Bern  to  elect 
delegates  to  a  Continental  Congress  at  Philadelphia.  This  assembly 
was  made  up  of  delegates  elected  by  the  people.  "It  was  not  a  conflict 
of  arms  or  force,  but  it  was  the  first  act  of  that  great  drama  in  which 
battles  and  blood  formed  only  subordinate  parts.  It  was  the  first 
assembly  of  the  people  of  North  Carolina  in  a  representative  character 
in  opposition  to  the  Royal  Queen."  There  is  record  that  he  was  a 
member  also  of  the  second  Provincial  Congress  which  met  in  New 
Bern  in  1775  on  the  3rd  of  April.  At  the  third,  which  met  in  Hills- 
borough as  previously  mentioned,  "momentous  action  was  taken,  sever- 
ing relationship  with  the  crown.  A  kind  of  provincial  government  was 
established,  an  army  was  placed  on  the  field,  and  provision  was  made 
for  the  necessary  currency.  Green  Hill  was  a  member  of  this  third 
Provincial  Congress.  He  was  appointed  to  serve  on  one  of  the  most 
important  committees — that  of  Privileges  and  Elections.  It  is  an  inter- 
esting fact  that  at  least  three  members  were  ministers  of  the  Gospel, 
Green  Hill  of  the  Methodist  Societies  from  Bute,  Rev.  William  Hill 
of  the  Baptist  Church  from  Surry,  and  Rev.  Henry  Patillo  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church."  Green  Hill  was  a  member  also  of  the  fourth 
Provincial  Congress  which  met  in  April,  1776,  at  Halifax,  the  "crown- 
ing work  of  which  was  to  affirm  the  province's  absolute  independence 
of  the  mother  country.  Thus  North  Carolina  led  all  the  colonies  in 
affirming  this  independence."  Green  Hill  was  appointed  to  serve  on  a 
committee  to  regulate  the  militia,  with  Cornelius  Harnett,  Samuel 
Ashe,  and  William  Cooper,  and  given  the  military  title,  Major  of  the 
Militia.  "He  was  also  designated  as  one  of  the  signers  of  the  bills  of 
credit  issued  by  Congress.  The  highest  testimony  to  his  influence  and 
ability  was  his  appointment  on  a  committee  to  prepare  a  civil  consti- 
tution. The  committee  failed  to  agree  on  a  constitution,  but  appointed 
a  sub-committee  to  propose  a  temporary  form  of  government  pending 
the  next  session  of  the  assembly.  The  Council  of  Safety  was  appointed, 
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and  the  Council  recommended  that  on  the  15th  of  the  following 
October  delegates  should  be  elected  to  meet  on  November  12th  to  form 
a  constitution.  This  latter  assembly  had  Richard  Caswell  for  its  presi- 
dent. On  December  1 7th,  a  day  ever  to  be  remembered  in  North  Caro- 
lina, a  bill  of  rights  was  adopted.  On  December  18th  a  constitution 
was  adopted,  with  Caswell  as  governor,  and  North  Carolina  became 
entirely  independent  of  the  British  government." 

Green  Hill  was  not  a  member  of  that  assembly,  but  is  present  again, 
an  active  member  in  1777.  In  1779  he  represented  Franklin  County, 
the  lower  part  of  old  Bute,  and  presented  a  bill  for  making  better  pro- 
vision for  the  poor,  and  "so  far  as  records  show  he  was  the  pioneer  in 
the  movement  to  establish  public  institutions  for  the  indigent  in  the 
Old  North  State.  He  enlisted  in  1781  as  chaplain  of  the  10th  regiment, 
and  saw  service  that  same  year  as  far  west  as  Salisbury,  when  our  armies 
were  on  a  retreat."  It  is  impossible  to  follow  him  any  longer  here, 
through  his  useful  public  life  as  an  honored  citizen  of  North  Carolina, 
and  as  he  crossed  our  beautiful  mountains  into  Tennessee  in  1796, 
preaching  as  he  went,  and  again  in  1799  when  he  moved  his  family  to 
the  home,  "Liberty  Hill,"  he  built  for  them  about  twelve  miles  south 
of  Nashville,  and  on  through  the  first  quarter  of  the  new  century. 
But  the  personality  of  so  fascinating  a  character,  preacher,  patriot, 
humanitarian,  gentleman,  pioneer,  must  be  presented  in  Dr.  Ivey's 
inimitable  language: 

"Green  Hill  has  been  described  as  a  man  of  dignified  bearing  and  polished 
manners.  With  his  large  wealth  and  impressive  character  he  did  not  fail  to  exert 
a  strong  influence  among  his  fellow  men.  His  home  was  almost  ideal  in  that 
early  day.  He  never  failed  to  be  the  earnest  local  preacher,  intensely  interested 
in  the  welfare  and  growth  of  the  beloved  Methodism  in  whose  establishment  he 
had  taken  such  a  practical  and  earnest  part.  He  was  a  ready  and  fluent  speaker 
and  was  fond  of  preaching  the  fundamentals  of  the  Christian  faith — free  grace, 
free  will,  and  individual  responsibility.  Green  Hill  died  September  1  1,  1826,  at 
his  home  at  Liberty  Hill.  Far  away  from  Old  Bute  County  among  whose  gently 
rolling  hills  he  first  saw  the  light,  he  sleeps  only  a  few  hundred  yards  away  from 
the  house  which  he  built  among  the  beautiful  hills  of  Mid-Tennessee.  Near  his 
dust  in  the  rock  walled  enclosure  is  the  dust  of  wife,  sons,  daughters,  and  grand- 
children. As  I  stood  by  his  grave  in  the  light  of  a  golden  October  afternoon  not 
long  ago,  forgotten  were  the  weather  stains  of  a  century  on  the  headstone,  for- 
gotten was  the  old  house  swiftly  passing  into  decay,  forgotten  were  the  first  signs 
of  decay  in  the  hectic  flush  of  autumn  on  the  forest  that  billowed  to  the  east. 
I  thought  only  of  life — the  life  of  the  Republic  which  Green  Hill  had  helped  to 
establish;  the  life  of  the  great  church  into  which  he  had  poured  his  very  life- 
blood;  the  life  of  thousands  who  are  feeling  his  influence  today,  and  of  thousands 
who  will  feel  it  in  the  years  which  are  to  come;  the  life  of  that  simple  Christian 
faith  which  had  kept  true  and  strong  in  peace  and  in  war,  in  youth  and  in  old 
age.  I  seemed  to  see  a  beautiful  picture  of  Life — glorious  Life — shining  above 
that  old  headstone  with  its  moss  obscured  lettering,  and  as  I  reverently  gazed 
upon  it,  I  repeated  to  myself  a  part  of  the  inscription  found  on  the  headstone 
of  one  commemorated  in  the  monument-filled  cathedral — the  11th  chapter  of 
the  Book  of  Hebrews:  'And  he  being  dead  yet  speaketh.'  His  memory  is  a  great 
Church's  golden  heritage.  He  needs  no  monument  of  marble  or  bronze.  He  still 
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walks  his  rounds  of  service  wherever  Methodism  lights  her  altar  fires,  whether 
it  be  at  home  or  in  the  far  off  lands  into  which  she  is  throwing  her  picket  lines. 
Her  appreciation  of  such  a  man  should  find  expression  in  a  memory  which 
preserves  and  perpetuates  the  high  ideals  of  righteous  civil  government  and  of 
the  kingdom  of  our  conquering  Christ." 

North  Carolina  Missionary  Soil 

From  what  the  writers  say  of  North  Carolina  at  that  early  date, 
it  was  truly  a  mission  field.  "The  religious  aspect  of  Virginia  at  that 
time  was  distressing,  but  that  of  North  Carolina  was  if  possible  more 
so.  Ignorance  and  wickedness  predominated.  .  .  .  There  is  suf- 
ficient evidence  of  unimpeachable  character  to  convince  us  that  the 
extent  of  ignorance  and  immorality  in  this  state  at  that  time  was  ap- 
palling. .  .  .  Dr.  Coke  in  1785  gives  a  mournful  account  of 
the  religious  destitution  of  northeastern  North  Carolina;  and  numer- 
ous passages  from  Asbury's  Journal  go  to  prove  that  while  the  matter 
may  have  been,  and  doubtless  was  exaggerated  by  some,  the  state  of 
religion  was,  to  say  the  least,  deplorable." 

The  state  had  not  been  without  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  how- 
ever, from  a  date  as  early  as  1672,  when  William  Edmundson,  a 
Quaker,  preached  the  first  sermon  known  to  have  been  delivered  in 
North  Carolina  since  the  destruction  of  Raleigh's  ill-fated  colony. 
When  Methodism  came  into  the  state,  in  addition  to  the  Quakers,  there 
was  the  Church  of  England  which  "had  been  established  by  law  in 
1669,  though  it  only  existed  in  theory  up  to  1700,  for  at  that  time 
the  colony  had  no  Episcopal  minister  or  churches."  The  Baptists, 
thought  by  some  to  have  come  as  early  as  1695,  "in  1776,  when  the 
Carolina  Circuit  was  formed  and  the  first  Methodist  preacher  appoint- 
ed to  this  territory,  had  established  churches  in  every  county  of  the 
province,  from  Rutherford  County,  then  the  western  limit,  to  Curri- 
tuck on  the  east."  Presbyterianism  had  come  with  the  Scotch-Irish  and 
Highlanders  about  1736,  and  had  made  great  progress  by  1776,  being 
established  in  some  of  the  best  sections  of  the  state.  "They  were  among 
the  most  industrious  and  intelligent  of  the  early  settlers,  and  did  more 
at  that  early  date  for  education  than  any  other  church,  being  well 
educated,  especially  their  ministers."  The  Moravians  had  come  by 
1753,  but  their  church  was  still  weak  when  Methodism  came  for  they 
had  suffered  many  hardships.  "They  were  good  people  with  whom  to 
settle  a  new  country,  moral,  intelligent,  and  industrious,  not  surpassed 
by  any  for  sobriety  and  good  order."  The  Lutheran  and  German 
Reformed  churches  were  established  by  the  Germans  between  1770 
and  1775. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  principal  denominations  were  already 
established  before  the  coming  of  Methodism,  "whose  itinerants  were 
opposed  and  criticised  by  Churchmen,  Calvinists,  and  Quakers.  'Still 
the  people  nocked  by  hundreds  and  thousands  to  hear  them,  and  multi- 
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tudes  became  the  subjects  of  this  strange  work.  Their  plain,  earnest, 
and  scriptural  appeals  to  conscience;  their  solemn  and  devout  manner; 
their  disinterestedness,  and  extraordinary  faith  and  dauntless  courage 
exhibited;  and  abovj  all,  the  wonderful  power  which  attended  their 
ministry  were  well  calculated  to  excite  attention.'  Private  houses,  scho®l 
houses,  and  the  few  meeting  houses,  were  soon  found  to  be  insufficient 
to  accommodate  the  immense  crowds  who  came  to  hear  the  circuit 
preacher.  Barns  were  frequently  resorted  to  but  they  were  too  small. 
Then  they  went  to  the  groves,  'nature's  own  temples,'  and  erected  a 
temporary  pulpit,  where  the  gospel  was  preached  in  its  simplicity  and 
power,  which  was  frequently  followed  by  the  cry  of  the  lost  like  the 
wail  of  the  wounded  on  some  battle  field,  while  the  songs  and  shouts 
of  the  saved  were  heard  to  rise  in  paens  of  praise  to  the  God  of  victory." 
And  Methodism  spread  with  amazing  rapidity  in  spite  of  all  conditions, 
or  perhaps  because  of  existing  conditions,  its  circuit  riders  and  local 
preachers  planting  it  with  so  strong  a  root  in  the  fertile  mission  field 
of  our  state  that  it  has  never  ceased  to  grow. 

The  Methodist  Efiscofal  Church  Established 
By  1784  there  were  very  vital  and  pressing  reasons  for  the  organi- 
zation of  the  American  Methodist  Societies  into  an  independent  church, 
which  can  not  come  for  rehearsal  within  the  scope  of  this  volume. 
At  ten  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  of  December,  1784,  there 
assembled  in  Lovely  Lane  Chapel  in  Baltimore,  about  60  of  the  81 
Methodist  circuit  riders  in  this  country.  These  had  been  collected  by 
Freeborn  Garrettson  as  he  hurried  on  horseback  over  twelve  hundred 
miles  in  six  weeks,  through  forests  and  plains,  on  footpaths  and  by 
roads,  to  give  in  person  the  important  message  of  which  he  was  the 
bearer.  There  was  no  other  way  to  get  them  there  than  to  go  after 
them,  for,  even  as  late  as  1790,  there  were  only  four  post  offices  in  all 
North  Carolina — at  Edenton,  New  Berne,  Washington,  and  Wil- 
mington— and  of  course  no  telegraph  offices  and  no  fast  moving  trains. 
Letters  of  importance  must  be  sent  by  special  messengers  on  horseback. 
There  were  few  public  roads  and  most  of  the  traveling  was  done  on 
footpaths  from  one  neighborhood  to  another. 

This  calling  together  was  to  hear  and  to  take  action  upon  a  letter 
which  Dr.  Coke  had  brought  from  John  Wesley  "in  which  he  re- 
counted the  facts  concerning  the  complete  separation  between  Great 
Britain  and  America  brought  about  by  the  United  States  becoming 
free  and  independent.  He  then  outlined  a  plan  by  which  the  preachers 
in  America  could  be  ordained,  and  the  people  have  the  sacraments." 
Dr.  Coke  submitted  letter  and  plan  to  John  Dickens,  the  preacher  in 
charge  of  John  Street  Church,  and  some  others,  on  the  evening  of  his 
arrival,  November  3rd,  and  on  the  14th  he  met  Mr.  Asbury  and  laid 
his  mission  before  him.  They  decided  to  call  a  conference  of  all  the 
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preachers  as  socrn  as  possible,  so  they  sent  Freeborn  Garrettson  "like  an 
arrow  from  north  to  south,  directing  him  to  send  messengers  to  right 
and  left,  and  to  gather  all  the  preachers  together  at  Baltimore  on 
Christmas  Eve."  This  conference  was  in  session  ten  days,  and  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Wesley's  plan  which  was  presented  by  Dr.  Coke,  they  or- 
ganized themselves  into  an  Episcopal  Church,  having  superintendents, 
elders  and  deacons.  Dr.  Coke  and  Mr.  Asbury  were  unanimously 
elected  superintendents.  In  speaking  of  this  conference,  Dr.  Coke  said: 
"I  admire  the  American  preachers.  .  .  .  They  are  indeed  a  body 
of  devoted,  interested  men,  but  most  of  them  young.  The  spirit  in 
which  they  conducted  themselves  in  choosing  the  elders  was  most  pleas- 
ing. I  believe  they  acted  without  being  at  all  influenced  by  friendship 
or  prejudice,  both  in  choosing  and  rejecting.  The  Lord  was  peculiarly 
present  while  I  was  preaching  my  two  pastoral  sermons." 

The  first  act  of  this  infant  church  was  to  respond  generously  to 
a  collection  taken  to  send  two  missionaries  to  Nova  Scotia.  "Let  it  be 
remembered,"  says  Grissom,  our  North  Carolina  historian  of  Method- 
ism, "that  this  collection  was  not  taken  in  a  fine  city  church,  where 
there  were  great  culture  and  wealth;  but  in  a  plain,  humble  meeting 
house,  which  was  without  even  a  stove  and  the  seats  without  backs, 
until,  in  the  language  of  Dr.  Coke,  the  'friends  in  Baltimore  were  so 
kind  as  to  put  up  a  large  stove  and  to  back  several  of  the  seats.'  But 
while  the  house  in  which  they  met  was  plain,  and  many  of  them  had 
faced  the  cold  December  blasts  on  horseback  for  several  hundred  miles, 
yet  in  some  respects  no  such  body  of  men  ever  met  on  the  American 
continent.  It  was  a  band  of  heroes  as  noble  and  true  as  ever  toiled  for 
any  cause.  Under  the  circumstances,  this  (fifty  pounds  currency — 
thirty  pounds  sterling)  was  a  very  liberal  collection  for  foreign  mis- 
sions. And  from  that  day  to  this  Methodism  has  been  in  spirit  and 
effort  a  missionary  church.  It  was  this  spirit  in  it  that  caused  it  to  force 
its  way  into  mountain  coves,  across  desert  plains,  and  over  wide  seas 
until  it  girdled  the  globe." 

The  time  for  holding  the  conference  for  Virginia  and  the  two 
Carolinas  in  1785,  was  the  20th  of  April,  and  it  had  been  appointed 
to  be  held  at  the  home  of  Green  Hill.  About  twenty  preachers  were 
in  attendance,  and  during  the  three  days  of  the  conference  they  were 
all  entertained  in  this  hospitable  home.  Dr.  Coke  says:  "There  were 
about  twenty  preachers  or  more  in  one  house,  and  by  making  or  laying 
beds  on  the  floors  there  was  room  for  all.  We  spent  three  days  (from 
Wednesday  to  Friday,  inclusive)  in  conference,  and  a  comfortable 
time  we  had  together."  No  fewer  than  four  annual  conference  were 
entertained  by  Green  Hill  in  this  house,  and  in  1808  he  entertained 
the  first  Tennessee  Conference,  Bishop  McKendree  presiding,  in  his 
Tennessee  home. 
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The  office  of  presiding  elder  was  provided  by  this  conference.  It 
was  born  of  the  need  for  an  ordained  preacher  to  travel  over  definite 
territory,  administer  the  sacraments,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  superin- 
tendent to  supervise  the  work.  Three  were  appointed  for  North  Caro- 
lina. They  were  called  elders,  the  term  "presiding  elder"  not  coming 
into  use  until  four  years  later.  A  gain  of  991  members  was  reported, 
making  a  total  of  18,000,  of  which  4,000  were  in  North  Carolina; 
there  were  52  circuits  in  all,  12  of  which  were  in  this  state:  Yadkin, 
Holstein,  Caswell,  Salisbury,  Halifax,  Wilmington,  New-River,  Tar- 
River,  Roan-Oak,  New-Hope,  Guilford,  Camden,  and  Bertie  it  seems 
should  be  included  in  the  list.  There  were  104  preachers,  most  of  them 
Americans. 

From  its  beginning,  Methodism  has  been  a  great  educational  force, 
though  not  standing  pre-eminently  for  education  in  its  early  days. 
Judge  Gaston,  a  Roman  Catholic,  an  eminent  jurist  of  his  day  in  our 
state,  is  quoted  as  saying  that  "the  Methodist  ministry  had  done  more 
to  improve  the  society  of  the  rural  districts  than  any  other  class  of  men, 
or  any  other  class  of  agencies  that  had  ever  been  brought  to  bear  on 
this  subject."  It  was  in  North  Carolina  in  1780  that  the  first  subscrip- 
tion was  made  for  a  Methodist  school  in  America,  by  "Gabriel  Long 
and  Brother  Bustian,"  with  the  understanding  doubtless  that  the  school 
would  be  established  somewhere  in  this  state.  This  was  delayed.  The 
Revolutionary  War  was  fiercely  raging  and  the  church  had  not  been 
organized.  Sometime  "before  1793,  however,  a  Methodist  school  was 
established  in  what  is  now  Davie  County,  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
Yadkin  River,  near  Phelps's  Ferry.  In  1793  James  Parks  was  elder 
on  a  district  embracing  Yadkin,  Salisbury  and  Anson  circuits.  And  the 
conference,  which  convened  December  9,  1793,  regarded  this  school, 
which  had  been  called  Cokesbury  School,  as  of  so  much  importance 
that  James  Parks  was  taken  from  the  district  and  appointed  as  principal 
of  it  for  1794.  The  school  was  a  going  institution  in  1793,  and  "a 
classical  school  where  Greek  and  Latin  were  taught.  It  is  beyond 
question  the  first  conference  school  in  America."  In  Abingdon,  Mary- 
land, was  "the  first  Methodist  college  in  the  world,  Cokesbury  College, 
which  was  begun  in  1784  and  named  in  honor  of  the  two  first  bishops — 
Coke  and  Asbury.  In  the  plan  presented  for  this  college  three  objects 
were  named:  To  provide  for  the  sons  of  the  ministers  and  preachers; 
to  provide  education  and  support  for  poor  orphans;  and  to  establish  a 
seminary  for  the  children  of  competent  friends  where  learning  and 
religion  might  go  hand  in  hand."  The  college  was  opened  with  some 
ceremony  on  the  8th,  9th,  and  10th  days  of  December,  1787,  Mr. 
Asbury  preaching  each  day.  Unfortunately  "on  the  4th  day  of  Dec- 
ember, 1795,  the  college  took  fire  by  some  means,  but  we  can  not  tell 
how,  and  was  all  burnt  down;  and  the  library  was  consumed  with 
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the  house."  Both  these  Methodist  schools  had  begun  their  work  before 
the  opening  in  1795  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  at  Chapel 
Hill. 

The  first  Sunday  school  in  America  was  organized  in  1786  in 
Hanover  County,  Virginia,  by  Bishop  Asbury.  In  England  in  1769  a 
young  Methodist,  "Hannah  Ball,  established  a  Sunday  school  in  Wy- 
combe and  was  instrumental  in  training  many  children  in  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Holy  Scriptures."  It  was  at  the  suggestion  of  another 
Methodist  young  woman  who  later  became  the  wife  of  the  celebrated 
lay  preacher,  Samuel  Bradburn,  that  Robert  Raikes,  a  benevolent  citi- 
zen of  Gloucester,  England,  began  with  her  a  work  'vith  the  neglected 
children  which  was  the  forerunner  of  the  Sunday  school  of  later  times. 

"Not  only  does  North  Carolina  claim  that  the  first  educational 
movement  in  American  Methodism  was  conceived  in  North  Carolina, 
but  that  her  first  publishing  interest  was  projected  from  this  state.  The 
early  Methodist  preachers  realized  that  there  was  an  elevating  and 
educational  force  in  good  literature.  Hence  'the  Methodist  Book  Con- 
cern had  its  origin  in  the  theory  that  a  church  must  furnish  a  religious 
literature  for  its  people.  The  church  must  not  only  be  devoted,  but 
to  secure  its  highest  good  and  usefulness  it  must  be  intelligent.' 
Mr.  Wesley  was  a  great  writer  and  publisher,  and  he  required  his 
preachers  to  circulate  good  books  as  a  part  of  their  work.  Following 
this  example,  Robert  Williams,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Methodism  in 
North  Carolina,  published  Mr.  Wesley's  sermons  and  some  tracts,  and 
circulated  them  where  he  went,  as  far  as  possible."  In  1786,  the 
Discipline  was  arranged  in  its  present  form  by  John  Dickens,  who  was 
on  the  Bertie  Circuit  at  that  time,  probably  living  in  his  own  house 
near  Halifax,  where  in  1780  he  located.  He  was  stationed  in  Phila- 
delphia in  1789,  and  was  appointed  Book  Steward.  He  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  the  great  Methodist  Book  Concern,  using  for  its  capital  $600 
of  his  own  money.  He  published  a  number  of  books  and  a  periodical 
called  the  "Arminian  Magazine,"  the  first  Methodist  periodical  pub- 
lished in  America.  It  was  a  monthly  magazine,  and  was  launched  from 
North  Carolina.  It  was  started  at  the  Conference  which  met  on  the 
10th  of  April,  1789,  at  "McKnight's  meeting  house,  which  was  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Yadkin  River  near  Clemmonsville." 

By  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  as  an  organized  body,  was  firmly  established  in  our  country 
and  in  our  state.  Born  a  missionary  movement,  growing  continuously 
by  missionary  activities  within  itself,  carrying  on  mission  work  from 
the  first  among  the  Negroes  and  later  among  the  Indians,  contributing 
to  foreign  missions  as  its  first  act  after  its  organization,  it  was  ready 
and  began  early  in  the  new  century  to  lay  the  foundations  in  missions 
upon  which  all  the  later  missionary  work  of  the  church  has  been  erected. 


<  CHAPTER  TWO 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  Organized 


PIONEERS 

"On  His  mission,  O  woman,  be  faithful  and  true, 
For  your  Master  has  opened  the  world's  fields  to  you, 
The  mission  at  home,  and  the  mission  abroad! 
Come,  enter  and  work,  'tis  a  work  of  the  Lord." 

At  the  very  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century  there  began  to 
appear  organizations  of  women  for  missionary  work.  "The  Boston 
Female  Society  for  Missionary  Purposes"  was  organized  in  1800,  on 
the  9th  of  October.  In  1801,  in  the  Congregational  Church,  was 
organized  the  "Boston  Female  Society  for  Promoting  the  Diffusion  of 
Christian  Knowledge."  A  "Female  Mite  Society"  appeared  in  1808, 
and  in  1811  the  "Female  Cent  Society."  These,  as  well  as  others  or- 
ganized in  various  places  and  at  different  times,  all  paid  their  moneys 
into  General  Boards. 

From  the  pulpits  of  New  York  City,  a  call  was  sent  out  by  Dr. 
Nathan  Bangs  and  Rev.  Joshua  Soule,  April  5th,  1819,  for  a  mission- 
ary meeting.  It  was  attended  by  pastors,  book  agents,  editors,  and  lead- 
ing laymen.  The  society  organized,  called  "The  Missionary  and  Bible 
Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,"  was  received  with  strong 
opposition,  and  its  meetings  were  very  irregular.  Once,  when  the  at- 
tendance was  very  small  and  the  prospects  seemed  gloomy  indeed, 
Joshua  Soule  exclaimed:  "The  time  will  come  when  every  man  who 
assisted  in  the  organization  of  this  society  and  persevered  in  the  under- 
taking, will  consider  it  one  of  the  most  honorable  periods  of  his  life." 
Its  constitution  authorized  the  organization  of  auxiliary  societies  in 
churches  of  all  the  leading  cities  throughout  the  connection.  The  wo- 
men were  soon  invited  to  form  a  society  auxiliary  to  this  organization. 
They  promptly  accepted  the  invitation,  and  the  society  which  they 
organized  in  New  York  in  the  summer  of  1819,  "The  Female  Mis- 
sionary Society,"  lived  and  prospered  for  fifty  years.  The  first  woman 
missionary  from  the  Methodist  Church,  was  Harriett  Stubbs,  who, 
from  a  life  of  social  prominence  and  the  refinements  of  a  comfortable 
home  in  Ohio,  went  out  to  work  among  the  Wyandotte  Indians,  over 
whom  she  exerted  a  marvelous  influence.  They  called  her  "Pretty  Red 
Bird,"  speaking  of  her  as  the  angel  who  had  been  sent  by  the  Great 
Spirit  to  guide  them  to  the  better  land. 

"The  Methodist  Female  Missionary  Society"  may  be  considered 
the  beginning  of  "woman's  work  for  woman"  in  organized  form 
in  the  United  States.  It  manifested  special  interest  in  the  work  of  both 
married  and  unmarried  female  missionaries,  and  was  successful  in 
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raising  money  and  diffusing  the  spirit  of  missions  throughout  the 
church.  Miss  Sophronia  Farrington  was  the  first  young  woman  sent  out 
by  the  Methodist  Church  to  the  foreign  field.  She  went  with  two 
missionaries  and  their  wives  to  Monrovia,  Africa,  reaching  there  in 
1834  on  the  1st  of  January.  She  was  soon  left  alone  on  the  field,  illness 
and  death  having  removed  the  others,  but  in  1835,  on  the  arrival  of 
re-enforcements,  she,  too,  a  frail,  emaciated  woman,  was  compelled 
to  return  to  America. 

In  1832  another  "Female  Missionary  Society"  was  organized  in 
the  Methodist  Church,  this  time  on  southern  soil.  Lynchburg,  Virginia, 
has  the  distinction  of  antedating  any  of  the  southern  cities  in  thus  or- 
ganizing its  Methodist  women  for  missionary  service.  Its  society  in- 
cluded 81  leading  women  of  the  church  and  nourished  19  years.  "The 
Female  China  Missionary  Society  of  Baltimore"  was  the  result  of  a 
great  missionary  sermon  preached  in  Baltimore  by  Dr.  Olin.  It  is  be- 
lieved to  be  the  first  independent  organization  of  women  in  this  coun- 
try, and  that  from  it  all  similar  organizations  in  sister  Protestant 
churches  sprang.  "An  independent  organization  was  considered  an 
infringement  not  only  on  church  usage,  but  on  the  absolute  rights  of 
the  Missionary  Board;  consequently,  official  brethren — ministers  and 
laymen — with  a  few  honorable,  exceptions,  gave  the  cold  shoulder." 
Several  of  its  members  became  members  of  the  Trinity  Auxiliary 
Society  of  the  Southern  Methodist  Church  in  Baltimore. 

Southern  Methodist  W omen  Organize 
At  Bethlehem,  Tennessee,  as  preacher  in  charge  of  the  Lebanon 
Circuit,  there  lived  in  1858,  Rev.  John  Kelly  and  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Margaret  Lavinia  Kelly.  At  a  quarterly  meeting  a  committee — John 
Kelly,  J.  B.  Wynne  and  L.  Fisher — was  appointed  to  draft  a  consti- 
tution for  a  missionary  society.  Dr.  D.  C.  Kelly,  the  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kelly,  says:  "The  thought  was  suggested  by  the  mistress  of 
'Itinerant's  Rest,'  Mrs.  M.  L.  Kelly,  and  this  was  the  earliest  known 
effort  to  create  regular  plans  for  organized  missionary  work  in  indi- 
vidual charges.  Afterwards  followed  an  organized  plan  for  helping 
Mrs.  Lambuth's  school  in  China,  the  school  which  later,  by  the  gener- 
ous gift  of  another,  became  Clopton  School.  The  scheme  was  a  triple 
one.  It  was  undertaken  in  Lebanon  to  send  to  China  a  box  of  such 
articles  as  might  be  useful  to  the  mission  and  the  school.  Later,  Mrs. 
Lambuth  sent  a  box  of  Chinese  articles  to  Nashville,  and  a  fair  was 
held  for  the  sale  of  them,  while  three  scholarships  in  Lebanon  and 
six  in  Alabama  on  the  circuit  of  Mrs.  Kelly's  son,  were  obtained  to 
keep  the  girls  in  school.  The  persons  engaged  in  this  work  constituted 
the  first  local  purely  foreign  missionary  organization  in  the  Southern 
Methodist  Church,  and  was  the  earliest  effort,  in  our  church,  of  Chris- 
tian women  for  heathen  women."  Mrs.  Kelly's  idea  did  not  rest  in 
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the  organization  only  of'  single  societies.  She  saw  the  strength  and 
power  that  would  be  gained  by  uniting  these  as  auxiliaries  to  a  central 
executive  organization,  and  the  large  results  that  would  flow  with 
accumulative  power,  not  only  to  those  who  received,  but  in  more  blessed 
measure  to  those  who  gave.  To  her  there  was  a  clear  vision  of  the 
possibilities  of  womanhood  in  helping  to  evangelize  heathen  people 
through  Bible  women  and  schools  for  children  taught  by  Christian 
women  who  might  be  supported  by  these  women." 

While  these  women  were  interested  in  and  planning  for  the  Chris- 
tianization  of  China,  a  woman  down  in  Alabama  was  greatly  con- 
cerned for  the  underprivileged,  dependent  race  nearer  our  doors.  In 
June,  1861,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Dowdell  of  Auburn,  Alabama,  wrote  to 
Bishop  James  O.  Andrew,  enclosing  a  gift  of  money  for  missions,  sug- 
gesting that  a  missionary  society  of  women  be  organized  to  be  associat- 
ed with  the  Conference  Missionary  Society,  to  meet  together  at  the 
same  time  and  place,  its  officers  to  be  appointed  by  the  bishop.  The  field 
for  the  labors  of  such  a  society  should  be,  of  all  others,  the  Negroes  in 
the  south,  she  declared. 

The  "great  uncivil  war"  not  only  caused  much  confusion,  priva- 
tion, and  distress  during  the  four  years  of  its  course,  but  left  behind  it 
an  aftermath  of  struggle  for  adjustment  to  changed  conditions,  great 
sorrow,  and  both  mental  and  spiritual,  as  well  as  bodily  affliction.  Every 
day  brought  questions  of  moment  to  be  decided,  not  only  in  personal 
matters  but  in  the  affairs  of  Church  and  State.  Unity  was  restored  with 
marvelous  quickness  amongst  the  scattered  membership  of  the  Church, 
and  the  heat  and  passion  of  war  gave  place  to  the  calmness  of  faith 
and  the  courage  of  the  Christian's  outlook  on  life.  The  woman's  mis- 
sionary work  during  those  years  was  naturally  halted,  and  the  experi- 
ences of  those  women  during  that  trying  time  had  put  them  on  a  plane 
greatly  changed  and  enlarged  by  the  responsibilities  they  had  had  to 
assume.  These  had  broadened  her  outlook,  deepened  her  sympathies, 
and  increased  her  confidence  in  her  own  ability.  "Womanhood  in  the 
South  was  feeling  its  way  and  thinking  its  way  nearer  to  God  and 
nearer  to  humanity.  Rarely,  however,  had  the  feeling  and  the  thinking 
been  manifested  in  plans  for  systematic  work  in  the  Church,  except  as 
aids  to  pastors — principally  in  city  churches." 

In  1869  the  vision  which  Mrs.  Kelly  had  seen  in  1858  of  a  wo- 
man's connectional  missionary  society,  became  a  reality,  but  in  a  dif- 
ferent part  of  our  country.  There  was  organized  in  Boston  on  the 
22nd  of  March,  1869,  a  Woman's  Missionary  Society  which  was 
intended  to  be  the  central  organization  to  which  the  societies  formed 
in  other  places  should  be  auxiliary.  The  constitution  proved  to  be  in- 
adequate, however,  and  branch  societies  were  formed,  each  controlling 
the  auxiliaries  within  its  bounds.  The  "Female  China  Missionary  So- 
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ciety"  of  Baltimore  became  an  auxiliary  of  the  Baltimore  branch. 
The  definite  and  veritable  idea  of  woman's  work,  as  such  distinctly, 
had  at  last  been  evolved,  it  had  "rolled  into  light."  This  movement 
had  the  hearty  approval  of  the  missionary  secretaries,  and  was  fully 
indorsed  by  the  General  Conference  of  that  branch  of  Methodism  at 
its  next  session.  After  seventy  years  it  was  "the  first  time  in  the  history 
of  that  church  that  a  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  dared  to 
collect  and  disburse  its  own  funds." 

Trinity  Church,  Baltimore,  according  to  Mrs.  Juliana  Hayes,  had 
the  honor  of  being  the  birthplace  of  the  first  Woman's  Missionary 
Society  in  Southern  Methodism.  This  society  was  organized  on  the 
16th  of  February,  1869,  as  the  "Trinity  Home  Mission";  later  it  was 
called  the  "Woman's  Bible  Mission."  From  being  at  first  strictly  a 
Home  Mission  Society,  in  1872  it  took  up  foreign  work  also,  and  an 
effort  was  made  to  form  connectional  societies.  The  first  money  sent 
to  Mrs.  J.  W.  Lambuth  after  the  war  by  the  women  of  Southern 
Methodism  was  $100.00  sent  in  April,  1873,  by  seven  auxiliaries  in 
Baltimore  for  the  support  of  a  Bible  woman.  The  preamble  to  the 
constitution  adopted  by  this  society  contains  the  following:  "Trinity 
Methodist  Church,  on  the  corner  of  Madison  Avenue  and  Preston 
Street,  Baltimore,  Md.,  was  organized  during  the  war  as  an  independent 
church,  and  afterwards  identified  itself  with  the  M.  E.  Church,  South." 
Mrs.  Juliana  Hayes  was  president  of  the  "Bible  Mission"  and  of  the 
General  Society,  too. 

Mrs.  Kelly's  work  in  Tennessee  had  been  interrupted  by  the  war, 
but  the  fall  of  1872  found  her  taking  it  up  again  in  Nashville.  During 
the  following  months  a  great  deal  of  private  work  and  much  canvass- 
ing were  done.  Meetings  were  called  in  the  different  city  churches. 
A  day  in  November,  1873,  was  set  for  holding  a  general  meeting  of 
all  the  women  in  McKendree  Church.  The  day  dawned  cold.  At  the 
time  appointed  for  the  meeting,  four  women  came  together,  as  the 
result  of  much  personal  effort  by  Mrs.  Kelly  and  repeated  notices 
from  the  pulpit  by  the  pastor  of  the  church.  They  sat  on  the  ends  of 
four  pews  nearest  the  register  on  the  west  side  of  old  McKendree 
Church.  As  Mrs.  Kelly  sat  waiting,  with  the  list  of  names  she  had 
obtained,  all  seemed  hopeless.  The  pastor  entered  and  said,  "Organize 
your  society  just  as  if  the  house  were  filled.  Her  heart  was  warmed, 
and  she  knelt  in  prayer.  On  November -12,  1873,  after  months  of  work, 
delay,  and  uncertainty,  the  "Bible  Woman's  Mission  of  Nashville" 
was  organized,  with  Mrs.  M.  L.  Kelly,  president;  Mrs.  D.  H.  Mc- 
Gavock,  corresponding  secretary;  Miss  Lucie  Ross,  recording  secre- 
tary; and  Mrs.  T.  D.  Fite,  treasurer.  A  vice-president  and  a  manager — 
one  from  each  church  in  the  city — were  elected,  carrying  out  the 
connectional  idea. 
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To  raise  money  for  tjie  China  Mission,  three  missionary  societies 
were  organized  in  far  away  Arkansas:  at  Warren,  September  7th, 
1874;  at  Mineral  Springs,  May  4th,  1877;  and  at  Pine  Bluff  near  the 
same  time.  Early  in  the  year  1876  Rev.  S.  A.  Steele  organized  a  society 
at  Broad  Street  Church,  Richmond,  Virginia;  in  January,  1876,  the 
Young  Ladies  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  Chestnut  Street,  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky,  was  organized  by  the  pastor,  Dr.  J.  H.  Linn;  the  year 
1877  saw  the  organization  of  societies  at  Franklin,  N.  C.  (Holston 
Conference),  in  May;  at  Morganfield,  Kentucky;  at  Glasgow,  Mis- 
souri, October  29th,  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  E.  R.  Hendrix;  at  Mulberry 
Street  Church,  Macon,  Georgia,  on  the  22nd  of  January,  1878,  and 
later  in  the  same  spring  another  at  Asheville,  N.  C.  (Holston  Confer- 
ence). The  Board  of  Missions  Annual  Report  recorded  a  society  at 
Jacksonville,  Florida,  and  two  in  New  Orleans,  "doing  a  noble1  work." 

General  Conference  Authorization 
It  is  said  that  in  June,  1872,  the  church  had  no  definite  or  settled 
plan  for  collecting  and  disbursing  missionary  funds,  and  the  revenue 
was  uncertain.  "The  people  did  not  understand  why  they  should  give, 
how  they  should  give,  or  wheny  wherey  and  to  whom  they  should  give." 
Many  perplexities  impeded  the  work  both  at  home  and  abroad.  Mrs. 
Lambuth  in  China,  was  assiduously  corresponding  with  the  Nashville 
and  Baltimore  women,  strongly  recommending  the  organization  of 
Woman's  Missionary  Societies.  In  a  letter  written  in  February,  1873, 
she  said:  "We  have  longed  for  such  societies,  feeling  sure  that  by 
them  our  hands  would  be  more  strongly  upheld,  and  we  be  better 
enabled  to  work  among  women  and  children."  The  women  had  this 
matter  so  much  on  their  hearts  and  minds  it  had  become  a  topic  of 
continuous  conversation  in  their  homes  around  their  firesides,  and  Mrs. 
Lambuth's  name  was  almost  a  household  word.  Undreamed  of  enthusi- 
asm was  created.  "Quiet,  modest,  but  strong  and  persistent  influences 
were  sent  into  the  May  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Missions  in  Nashville. 
The  following  resolution,  however,  adopted  as  a  consequence  by  the 
Board,  at  once  fell  lifeless:  "Resolved,  That  this  Board  recommends 
the  formation  of  Woman's  Missionary  Societies  throughout  our  bounds 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Missions."  It  did  not  provide  what 
the  women  wanted,  a  channel  through  which  to  maintain  a  specific 
work  among  women  and  children  in  China,  aiding  Mrs.  Lambuth  in 
her  work. 

The  General  Conference  met  in  1874,  and  as  secretary  of  the 
Nashville  societies,  Mrs.  D.  H.  McGavock  prepared  and  sent  a  me- 
morial asking  for  recognition,  and  authority  to  organize  a  woman's 
department  of  missions.  This  was  presented  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Missions,  and  never  appeared  again.  Notwithstanding  this 
silent  but  authoritative  check,  the  women  were  quietly  determined  to 
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press  forward.  "Mrs.  Kelly,  Mrs.  McGavock,  Mrs.  Hayes,  Miss  Baker 
and  others  were  of  the  same  opinion  still,  and  bated  not  one  jot  of 
interest  in  the  cause.  At  the  same  time  there  was  no  desire,  much  less 
any  intention  of  disloyalty  to  the  powers  that  be."  Mrs.  McGavock 
said:  "An  effort  has  been  made  to  check  the  operations  of  our  foreign 
work  by  saying  that  our  church  does  not  countenance  nor  recognize 
the  labors  of  women  in  mission  fields.  It  is  true  the  General  Confer- 
ence has  not  legislated  on  the  subject,  but  we  have  been  greatly  en- 
couraged by  some  of  the  high  officials  of  the  church,  who  have  advised 
us  to  hold  on  to  our  work  and  never  give  up,  though  discouragements 
should  meet  us  and  funds  come  in  slowly.  This  we  intend  to  do,  God 
being  our  helper." 

In  1875,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Lambuth  at  home  on  furlough,  made  a 
tour  of  the  church,  creating  contagious  and  wholesome  enthusiasm. 
The  interest  was  intensified,  and  the  woman's  work,  even  without 
authorization,  grew  into  a  very  definite  system  of  service.  Rev.  A.  P. 
Parker  was  sent  to  China  under  the  Board  of  Missions  in  1876,  and 
in  September  of  that  year  Bishop  Marvin  began  his  famous  visitation 
"to  the  East  by  way  of  the  West,"  accompanied  on  this,  the  first 
episcopal  missionary  tour  to  China,  by  Dr.  E.  R.  Hendrix.  They  wrote 
many  letters  home,  imparting  much  new  and  interesting  information 
about  the  countries  they  visited,  which  resulted  in  the  organization  of 
several  woman's  missionary  societies.  The  death  of  Bishop  Marvin, 
almost  immediately  upon  his  return  to  this  country,  was  a  great  shock 
to  the  church,  for  he  had  been  looked  to  in  faith  to  arouse  the  careless 
and  indifferent  into  a  realization  of  the  church's  obligation  to  send  the 
gospel  to  China  in  a  more  effectual  way  than  had  yet  been  done,  and 
to  increase  the  efforts  and  the  means  to  do  so  in  the  church.  Dr. 
Hendrix,  with  Bishop  Marvin,  had  seen  the  true  condition  of  the 
missionary  work  of  our  church  in  China,  the  few  laborers,  their  nar- 
rowly limited  means,  and  the  appalling  needs  that  confronted  them  at 
every  step.  He  had  had  a  clear  vision  of  the  wonderful  opportunities 
and  the  open  doors  on  every  side,  while  the  finest  possibilities  were 
pressing  upon  the  Chinese  people  and  calling  upon  the  helpless  mis- 
sionaries continually  for  more  than  they  had  to  give.  He  saw  the 
obstinate,  importunate  necessity  for  the  help  the  Southern  Methodist 
women  could  so  easily  give  to  Mrs.  Lambuth  in  her  work,  and  he 
agreed  with  Mrs.  Hayes  and  Mrs.  McGavock  entirely  in  their  plans 
for  carrying  out  their  purpose  to  render  this  aid.  He  urged  the  necessity 
of  at  once  sending  out  a  highly  educated  Christian  woman,  "young 
enough  to  learn  the  language  with  facility,  yet  fixed  in  the  purpose  of 
devoting  her  life  to  this  work  as  an  unmarried  woman,"  to  assist  Mrs. 
Lambuth,  and  suggested  to  the  women  of  the  church  that  they  do  this 
thing.  This  suggestion  meeting  with  favor,  Mrs.  McGavock  began 
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immediately  to  plan  for  its' execution.  There  were  so  few  real  leaders, 
however,  that  only  a  few  auxiliaries  were  added  before  the  close  of 
the  year,  1877.  The  church  was  awakening  to  the  fact  that  women 
were  both  able  and  willing  to  do  effective  service  in  the  evangeliza- 
tion of  the  world.  Many  letters  asking  information  were  received. 
The  women  were  aroused  throughout  the  church.  United  effort  in 
concerted  action  only  was  lacking.  They  were  willing,  generous,  spiri- 
tual, and  vitally  interested,  but  hesitated  to  assume  leadership.  Mrs. 
McGavock  said:  "The  heart  stirring  letters  from  Bishop  Marvin  and 
Dr.  Hendrix  have  aroused  the  missionary  pulse  to  healthy  action. 
Herein  will  lie  the  secret  of  success:  Every  circuit  and  station  should 
have  an  auxiliary  society,  and  every  woman  and  child  should  give 
something  annually  and  send  their  contributions  to  a  given  center; 
then  reports  should  be  sent  and  published,  that  all  might  know  the 
amounts,  sources,  and  direction  given  to  the  funds." 

This  year,  1877,  was  full  of  interest  and  action  for  these  women. 
General  Conference  would  meet  in  1878  in  May.  They  were  deter- 
mined to  make  another  effort  to  gain  recognition  of  their  work  and 
the  authority  to  carry  on  as  an  integral  part  of  the  church's  schedule. 
"They  had  the  indorsement  of  some  of  the  bishops,  Board  of  Missions, 
and  many  prominent  ministers — all  given  most  cordially  as  individu- 
als, but  with  no  authority  to  compete  with  those  who  objected  to  the 
movement."  They  wished  to  have  proper  authority  "to  equip  and  send 
out  women  as  missionaries  to  fields  already  occupied  by  our  General 
Board,  to  open  boarding  and  day  schools,  hospitals  and  homes,  to  buy 
and  to  build,  support,  missionaries,  teachers,  physicians,  Bible  women, 
and  scholarships,  with  a  mental  reservation  to  do  many  unthought-of 
things  that  would  surely  come  to  mind  later.  It  was  a  year,  especially 
in  its  closing  months,  of  fearful  anxieties,  but  of  over  mastering  hope; 
a  year  of  unremitting  toil  to  one  who  in  .the  providence  of  God  had 
come  to  the  kingdom  for  such  a  time  as  this.  Mrs.  McGavock  wrote 
with  unwearying  pen  from  her  quiet  home  a  few  miles  from  Nash- 
ville, Tennessee,  while  Mrs.  Hayes,  in  Baltimore,  was  untiring  in 
her  efforts  to  interest  all  with  whom  she  came  in  touch,  in  the  under- 
taking which  they  contemplated  with  so  much  enthusiasm." 

General  Conference  met  in  Atlanta  in  May,  1878.  The  bishops,  in 
their  address,  said:  "A  new  element  of  success  in  our  foreign  missionary 
operations,  of  great  promise  and  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  exigencies 
of  heathen  nations,  has  recently  been  developed  by  a  special  providence 
amongst  our  pious  ladies.  We  mean  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society. 
It  should  by  all  means  be  incorporated  in  our  present  laws  on  the 
support  of  missions." 

The  memorial  from  the  women  was  presented  by  Rev.  D.  C. 
Kelley,  May  14th,  at  the  morning  session,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
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mittee  on  Missions.  How  fitting  it  seems  that  the  son  of  the  woman 
who  had  worked  so  long  to  make  real  her  vision  of  women  working 
under  authority,  in  organizations,  for  women  in  other  lands,  should 
have  been  the  one  to  introduce  the  movement  for  recognition  and 
authority  into  the  conference,  and  to  steer  the  memorials  successfully 
through  the  committee!  More  especially  so,  as  only  a  few  months 
earlier,  Mrs.  Kelly,  without  seeing  here  the  accomplishment  of  her 
ideal,  had  passed  over  the  River  to  rest  from  her  labors  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  reward  reserved  for  the  righteous.  On  the  morning  of 
Tuesday,  May  22nd,  by  common  consent,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kelly, 
the  committee's  report  on  the  woman's  memorials  was  taken  from  the 
table,  read,  and  unanimously  adopted.  The  Woman's  Missionary  So- 
ciety was  authorized. 

In  order  to  give  freest  scope  to  the  spontaneous  offerings  of  the 
women,  the  constitution  provided  for  it  had  been  made  to  embrace  the 
fewest  possible  provisions.  It  was  stated  that,  because  in  most  heathen 
countries  women  were  accessible  only  to  teachers  of  their  own  sex,  the 
women  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  were  authorized  to  organize 
special  missionary  agencies  under  that  constitution.  The  object  of  "The 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South,"  should  be 
to  "enlist  and  unite  the  efforts  of  women  in  the  work  of  sending  the 
gospel  to  women  in  heathen  lands,  through  the  agency  of  female 
missionaries,  teachers,  and  Bible  readers."  It  should  operate  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Board  of  Missions,  subject  to  its  advice  and  approval, 
making  all  its  appropriations  through  the  treasurer  of  the  Board,  to 
missions  under  the  charge  of  the  Board,  for  the  support  of  the  female 
missionaries,  teachers  and  Bible  readers  employed  under  the  sanction 
of  the  Board,  nor  should  any  of  its  funds  be  devoted  to  other  purposes 
without  the  consent  of  the  Executive  Association,  which  was  provided. 
A  meeting  for  organization  was  announced  for  the  following  morn- 
ing at  ten  o'clock,  the  23rd  of  May,  1878. 

Miss  May  Wightman,  through  Mrs.  M.  H.  Stewart  of  Charlotte, 
gave  your  historian  the  names  of  the  fifty-four  women  who  were 
present  at  that  organization  meeting,  and  enrolled  as  charter  members 
of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society.  The  list  of  them  has  not  ap- 
peared in  any  record  your  historian  has  seen,  for  which  reason,  as  an 
interesting  item  of  history,  it  is  given  here.  From  Atlanta  there  were: 
Mesdames  M.  Haralson,  James  Jackson,  E.  E.  Rawson,  W.  R.  Ham- 
mond, M.  L.  Smith,  E.  S.  Atkinson,  Henry  Banks,  A.  G.  Powell, 
Bloodworth,  F.  P.  Rice,  W.  T.  Colquitt,  M.  W.  Johnson,  J.  H. 
Johnson,  H.  R.  Long,  E.  P.  Chamberlin,  Joseph  Carr,  E.  W.  Marsh, 
M.  L.  Crossley,  T.  M.  Barker,  S.  H.  Holloway,  and  Misses  Fannie 
Banks,  W.  S.  Bass,  E.  H.  Gay,  and  Mary  Gay.  From  Oxford,  Ga., 
were  Mrs.  D.  T.  Parks  and  Misses  Sallie  Stewart  and  Tudie  Stone. 
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From  Madison,  Ga.,  Mesdames  E.  B.  Saunders  and  J.  S.  Hogue;  and 
Mrs.  Chandler  Jones,  High  Shoals,  Ga. ;  Mrs.  E.  W.  Allday,  Cross 
Plains,  Ga.;  Mrs.  C.  D.  Pace,  Covington,  Ga.;  Mrs.  S.  E.  Anderson, 
Warrenton,  Ga. ;  Miss  Wigley,  Macon,  Ga.;  Mrs.  Laura  Printup, 
Union  Point,  Ga.  From  Alabama,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Johnson,  Trinity; 
Mrs.  S.  J.  Hope,  Pine  Hill;  and  Mrs.  M.  D.  Oswalt,  Montgomery. 
From  South  Carolina  were  Mrs.  W.  M.  Wightman  and  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Gilliam  of  Charleston.  From  Nashville,  Tenn.,  were  Mesdames  R.  H. 
Young,  R.  K.  Hargrove,  D.  C.  Kelly,  D.  H.  McGavock,  and  Miss 
Alice  Hargrove.  From  Baltimore,  Mrs.  Juliana  Hayes  and  Miss 
Melissa  Baker.  And  Mrs.  O.  Fisher,  Austin,  Texas;  Mrs.  S.  M. 
Burke,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Mrs.  E.  E.  Wiley,  Emory,  Va.;  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Allison,  Galatin,  Tenn.;  Mrs.  J.  W.  Lewis,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Mrs. 
Robert  Paine,  Mississippi;  and  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson  of  Greensboro, 
North  Carolina. 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  the  Southern  Methodist 
Church  was  organized  by  the  appointment  of  certain  officers  and  the 
provision  for  a  General  Executive  Association  and  conference  societies. 
The  management  and  general  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  were  vested  in  a  General  Executive 
Association,  consisting  of  the  corresponding  secretary  and  two  delegates 
from  each  conference  society,  which  delegates  with  two  reserves  were 
to  be  elected  at  the  annual  conference  society  meetings  which  were 
to  be  held  two  months  before  the  meeting  of  the  General  Executive 
Association.  The  duties  of  this  body  were  to  take  into  consideration 
the  interests  and  demands  of  the  entire  work  of  the  society  as  pre- 
sented in  the  reports  of  the  conference  corresponding  secretaries,  and 
also  the  estimates  and  needs  of  the  mission  fields;  to  ascertain  the 
financial  condition  of  the  society  as  given  in  the  report  of  the  treasurer; 
to  appropriate  its  funds  in  accordance  with  the  purposes  indicated  in 
the  constitution  provided;  to  devise  means  for  carrying  forward  the 
work  of  the  society;  fixing  the  amounts  to  be  raised;  employing  new 
missionaries,  designating  their  fields  of  labor  and  examining  the  reports 
of  those  already  employed,  and  arranging  with  the  different  confer- 
ence societies  the  work  to  be  undertaken  by  each.  To  transact  any  other 
business  that  the  interests  of  the  society  might  demand. 

The  officers  of  the  Association  were  a  president,  vice-presidents 
(the  wives  of  all  the  bishops),  a  corresponding  secretary,  recording 
secretary,  treasurer,  and  managers  from  the  different  sections  of  the 
church.  The  Association  fixed  the  duties  of  its  officers,  its  own  by-laws, 
requirements  for  missionary  candidates,  and  provided  a  constitution 
and  by-laws  for  conference  and  auxiliary  societies,  all  of  which  were 
very  simple  when  compared  with  the  complex  constitution  and  by-laws 
of  Council,  conference,  and  auxiliary  at  this  time.  The  officers  were 
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president,  four  vice-presidents  for  conference  and  two  or  more  for 
auxiliary  societies,  corresponding  secretary,  recording  secretary,  treas- 
urer for  both,  and  auditor  for  conference  society.  The  duties  of  each 
were  then  about  what  they  are  now,  the  corresponding  secretary  being 
the  connecting  link  between  auxiliary  and  conference,  and  between 
conference  and  association.  The  number  and  times  of  meeting  were 
specified,  quarterly  reports  and  Executive  Committee  meetings  provided 
for,  directions  given  for  organizing  new  auxiliaries,  and  the  amounts 
of  different  dues  and  other  financial  standards  were  fixed.  Mrs.  W.  M. 
Wightman  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
among  the  organizers  at  the  Atlanta  meeting  in  1878,  and  the  sug- 
gestion of  forming  conference  societies  was  made  by  her.  It  was  she 
who  preserved  the  list  of  the  charter  members  of  the  organization 
meeting. 

With  these  acts  of  General  Conference  and  the  General  Execu- 
tive Association,  the  organization  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Southern  Methodist  Church  was  authorized  and  effected,  and 
it  was  ready  to  begin  work  as  a  legal  body.  What  a  thrilling  event  to 
look  back  upon  after  fifty  years,  in  the  light  of  what  that  organization 
is  today!  How  worthily  our  pioneer  women  wrought,  so  much  better 
than  they  knew!  How  gloriously  God  guided  them!  How  mightily 
He  blessed  the  expression  of  their  faith! 

Conference  Organisation 
There  must  have  been  many  missionary-minded  women  in  North 
Carolina  between  the  years  of  1800  and  1878:  women  who  had  been 
touched  and  stirred  to  sacrificial  giving  by  the  appeals  made  from  our 
pulpits  from  time  to  time  for  money  with  which  to  send  to  non- 
Christian  peoples  who  were  living  without  hope  and  without  God  in 
this  world,  in  the  servitude  of  ignorance,  poverty,  superstition  and 
idolatry,  the  good  news  of  Him  who  had  come  to  "bind  up  the  broken- 
hearted, to  proclaim  liberty  to  captives,  the  opening  of  the  prison  to 
them  that  are  bound,  and  to  comfort  all  that  mourn."  Women  whose 
hearts  had  ached  with  sympathy  and  eager  yearning  to  alleviate  their 
sufferings,  when  they  thought  of  those  other  women  with  their  little 
children,  who,  having  lived  in  physical  hardship,  mental  misery,  and 
spiritual  darkness,  were  dying  in  despair,  without  hope  of  anything 
better  than  they  had  known,  either  for  themselves  or  for  their  little 
daughters.  It  is  sure  that  those  women  must  have  responded  to  such 
appeals  as  generously  as  they  could,  and  that  they  so  prepared  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  their  children  by  their  consecration  and  teaching 
that,  when  in  later  years  the  seeds  of  the  Spirit  of  Missions  were  sown 
they  fell  upon  fertile  soil,  where  they  germinated,  grew,  and  bore 
fruit  in  missionary  activities.  One  of  those  women  was 
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Ellen  Morfhis  (Wood) 

"On  December  17,  1859,  the  first  woman  missionary  to  China 
from  the  North  Carolina  Conference  sailed  from  New  York  on  the 
'Seaman's  Bride,'  bound  for  Hong  Kong.  This  was  the  wedding 
journey  of  Rev.  M.  L.  Wood  and  Ellen  Morphis,  who  had  been 
married  in  West  Market  Street  Church,  Greensboro,  by  Dr.  T.  M. 
Jones,  on  September  19  of  the  some  year.  This  wedding  occasioned 
more  than  the  usual  amount  of  interest,  for  friends  had  gathered 
about  Ellen  Morphis  in  the  college  where  she  was  teaching,  for 
months  previous,  in  order  to  have  a  share  in  preparing  her  wedding 
outfit.  It  was  something  strange  to  have  one  of  their  number  prepar- 
ing to  make  her  home  in  far-distant  China. 

"Ellen  Morphis,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Nancy  Morphis, 
was  born  in  the  western  part  of  Orange,  now  Alamance  County,  on 
January  5th,  1835,  the  youngest  of  nine  children.  From  childhood, 
she  loved  to  hear  about  Christ,  and  her  heart  went  out  to  those  who 
knew  nothing  of  Him.  In  her  prayers  she  would  ask  God  to  prepare 
her  to  do  them  good  and  to  open  a  way  for  her  to  go  to  point  them  to 
the  Light.  'The  great  desire  of  her  heart  was  to  tell  others  of  the 
unfathomable  love  of  Christ  which  filled  her  own  soul,  and  China  was 
the  land  which  she  most  coveted  for  her  Master.'  Her  yearning  desire 
was  that  she  herself  might  be  able  to  go  to  China. 

"Early  in  her  teens,  she  was  converted  in  her  own  room,  after  a 
long  and  intense  struggle  in  prayer.  On  the  4th  of  July,  1847,  she 
joined  the  Methodist  Church  at  Fayetteville,  N.  C.  This  step  brought 
her  into  a  new  circle,  gave  her  social  interests  and  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  many  to  her  charm  of  person.  She  had  a  talent  for  music,  both 
vocal  and  instrumental,  and  her  voice  was  heard  every  Sabbath  in  the 
sanctuary,  and  often  in  the  home.  The  church  hymnal  brought  her 
comfort  and  joy,  and  she  delighted  to  sing  the  old  hymns  as  she  went 
about  her  household  duties. 

"From  childhood,  Ellen  Morphis  had  a  heart  hunger  to  tell  the 
gospel  story  in  China.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  'the  few  pieces  of  jewelry 
she  had  were  sold,  and  the  money  given  toward  the  furtherance  of  the 
gospel  in  heathen  lands.'  She  realized  that  she  must  secure  mental 
training  in  order  to  render  the  missionary  service  for  which  she 
yearned,  and  she  was  determined  to  secure  an  education.  In  1852  she 
entered  the  freshman  class  at  old  Greensboro  Female  College,  and 
was  graduated  in  1856,  one  of  five  who  took  first  honor  in  her  class. 
During  the  four  years  she  was  at  college,  her  deep  spirituality  perme- 
ated the  whole  student  body.  Many  of  those  associated  with  her  there 
have  testified  to  this  fact,  among  them  being  the  late  Mrs.  Turner  M. 
Jones,  who  remarked  to  an  intimate  friend  that  she  learned  the  mastery 
.of  her  spirit  through  close  contact  with  Ellen  Morphis.  At  an  annual 
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meeting  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  held  at  Littleton 
in  1896,  there  were  several  who  attested  to  the  influence  of  her  life 
and  character,  both  as  student  and  teacher  at  Greensboro  College, 
notably  Miss  Blanche  Fentress,  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Cuninggim,  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth M.  Hendren,  and  Mrs.  R.  A.  Willis,  all' of  whom  have  been 
leaders  in  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society. 

"Hardly  four  years  were  allotted  for  her  work  in  China,  and  yet 
Ellen  Morphis  Wood  lifted  the  torch  that  lighted  the  way  for  thous- 
ands of  workers  in  North  Carolina  Methodism." — Mrs.  M.  T.  Plyler. 
Mrs.  F.  M.  Bumf  ass 

Another  of  those  women  who  prepared  the  soil  for  the  planting 
of  the  needs  of  missionary  service,  a  real  missionary  herself,  was  Mrs. 
F.  M.  Bumpass,  of  Greensboro.  In  speaking  of  her  missionary  activi- 
ties before  1878,  her  son,  Rev.  Robah  F.  Bumpass,  for  many  years 
a  loved  and  honored  minister  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  paid 
this  tribute  to  her: 

"My  mother  was,  I  think,  the  finest  all  around  missionary  that  I  ever  met. 
She  had  the  true  missionary  spirit  and  practice.  I  think  she  was  a  born  mission- 
ary. She  began  life  as  a  teacher.  After  marriage,  she  and  my  father  conducted 
a  young  ladies  seminary  in  Pittsboro,  where  he  was  pastor,  and  in  her  widow- 
hood she  taught.  She  was  in  charge  of  the  primary  department  in  West  Market 
Street  Sunday  School  in  Greensboro.  Indeed  she  was  the  whole  thing.  On  Sab- 
bath afternoons  she  gathered  the  young  people  and  children  of  the  slaves  on  her 
front  lawn,  where  she  taught  them  the  Catechism,  the  Bible,  to  sing  and  pray, 
and  pointed  them  to  Jesus.  She  organized  the  first  young  people's  missionary 
society  in  West  Market  Street  Church  before  1  878."  (It  was  in  operation  as 
early  as  1  876).  "They  used  to  send  for  her  to  visit  the  college  and  talk  to  the 
students,  not  so  much  in  a  body,  as  to  individuals  who  needed  her  counsel.  She 
visited  the  sick. and  sorrowing,  carrying  delicacies  to  tempt  the  appetite,  comforts 
for  the  needy,  and  the  bread  of  life  for  the  soul.  Always  at  church,  she  carried 
with  her  the  entire  family,  domestics  and  all,  inviting  neighbors  and  friends. 
She  prayed  often  in  public,  in  camp  and  protracted  meetings,  leading  the  un- 
saved to  the  altar  and  to  Christ.  Miss  Ellen  Morphis  was  frequently  in  our  home, 
and  my  mother  gave  them  a  reception  and  supper  after  the  church  marriage, 
corresponded  with  her  as  long  as  she  lived,  and  entertained  Dr.  Wood,  his  two 
sons,  and  a  Chinese  boy  with  them,  on  their  return.  My  mother's  outstanding 
characteristic  was  religion.  She  talked  religion — not  about  religion,  but  personal 
living,  the  life  of  God  in  the  soul.  I  think  she  was  never  in  conversation  with 
anyone,  that  she  failed  to  speak  about  the  soul,  on  the  cars,  everywhere.  It  was 
as  natural  to  her  as  to  most  of  us  to  speak  of  the  weather.  She  was  not  at 
Charlotte  in  1  878,  but  when  the  organizer  stressed  the  importance  of  selecting 
the  right  one  for  corresponding  secretary,  as  so  much  would  depend  upon  this, 
the  ladies,  after  consulting,  thought  my  mother  the  proper  one,  and  elected  her 
to  this  position.  She  accepted,  and  performed  its  duties  conscientiously,  being 
present  at  every  meeting  of  the  Board,  finding  great  joy  and  comfort  in  this 
work.  Yes,  she  was  active  in  missionary  work  before  1  878,  such  as  conducting 
missionary  prayer  meetings,  soliciting  funds,  and  making  personal  contributions." 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Martin 
Still  another  woman  who  helped  to  prepare  the  soil  for  the  seeds  of 
missions  in  our  conference  was  Mrs.  J.  B.  Martin  of  Chapel  Hill, 
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whose  husband  was,  for  many  years,  a  loved  and  honored  minister  of 
our  church.  Mrs.  Martin,  the  seventh  daughter  of  Michael  and  Mary 
Ann  Scarborough,  in  a  family  of  twelve  children,  was  born  on  the 
16th  of  April,  1838,  in  Comwell,  Canada.  Her  parents,  well  known 
for  their  devoutness  and  kindness,  were  outstanding  people,  their  con- 
tributions to  the  educational  and  religious  life  of  their  community 
being  notable.  Her  father's  influence  was  very  strong  in  Mrs.  Martin's 
life.  He  stressed  the  religious  life  in  his  home,  and  one  of  the  customs 
well  remembered  by  her,  a  custom  which  doubtless  had  its  effect  on 
her  whole  after  life,  was  that  of  holding  morning  and  evening  prayers, 
when  the  whole  family  took  part  in  the  service.  Hymns  were  sung, 
Bible  verses  were  repeated,  and  sometimes  whole  chapters  were  memor- 
ized. Her  childhood  was  spent  in  Messena,  N.  Y.  During  that  time 
her  father  was  her  teacher,  and  she  also  attended  the  district  school. 
When  twelve  years  of  age,  she  was  sent  to  a  "select  school"  in  the 
town,  from  which,  after  several  years,  she  went  to  Wesleyan  Seminary, 
Gouverneur,  N.  Y.,  remaining  about  two  years.  She  was  graduated 
with  honor  from  the  Conference  Seminary,  at  Charlottesville  in 
Scoharie  County,  at  that  time  the  largest  and  best  school  in  the  state, 
and  beautiful  for  situation  in  the  foothills  of  the  Catskills. 

In  September  of  1859,  after  her  graduation,  she  came  south  to 
teach.  Her  first  work  was  in  the  home  of  Mr.  John  Nettles,  at  Kimble- 
ton  in  Chatham  County,  N.  C,  where  she  taught  about  two  years, 
after  which  she  spent  a  few  months  teaching  in  Henderson.  Returning 
to  Chatham  County,  she  taught  in  the  home  of  Mr.  Thomas  W. 
Harris,  till  the  afternoon  of  December  23rd,  1863,  when,  at  eight 
o'clock  that  evening,  she  was  married  to  Rev.  J.  B.  Martin,  preacher 
in  charge  of  the  Haw  River  Circuit.  Of  that  union,  eight  children 
were  born.  From  1870  their  home  was  in  Chapel  Hill,  the  seat  of  the 
University  of  North  Carolina.  As  is  still  the  custom  there,  Mrs.  Mar- 
tin's home  was  one  of  those  opened  to  the  students  for  boarding  or 
rooming,  and  many  a  man  of  our  state  today  remembers  with  grateful 
heart  the  sweet,  wholesome  home  influence  by  which  he  was  sur- 
rounded during  his  years  in  college,  because  of  the  open  doors  and 
warm  hearts  of  that  parsonage  home.  Also  it  was  permeated  by  the 
spirit  of  missions.  In  it  was  organized  in  1877,  one  of  the  earliest  mis- 
sionary societies  in  our  Southern  Methodist  Church,  a  children's  mis- 
sionary society,  because  in  that  home,  missions  was  such  a  frequent 
topic  of  conversation  around  fireside  and  family  table,  so  often  a 
subject  of  earnest  prayer  before  the  family  altar,  that  the  children  of 
that  home  and  several  neighborirg  homes,  hearing  it,  were  fired  with 
the  passion  for  missions,  and  begged  for  a  way  to  help  send  the  gospel 
to  the  heathen.  From  it  went  to  China  the  first  woman  missionary 
from  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Missionary  Society,  Lizzie  Reid 
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Martin.  In»it  was  received  the  earliest  missionary  training  of  one  who 
became  one  of  the  best  loved  and  most  useful  conference  officers, 
Minnie  Mangum  (Wilson),  superintendent  of  Children's  work, 
through  whose  influence  China  received  another  missionary  in  Sallie 
Lou  McKinnon.  During  a  long  life  Mrs.  Martin's  influence  has  been 
a  positive  one  for  righteousness,  and  now  in  her  daughter's  home, 
though  totally  blind  and  confined  to  her  bed  almost  entirely,  she  is  a 
blessing  and  a  benediction  to  all  whose  lives  touch  hers. 

Our  First  Missionary  Society 
There  are  only  traditions  to  show  that  there  was  any  attempt  made 
by  any  group  of  Southern  Methodist  women  in  the  North  Carolina 
Conference  to  work  together  for  missions  in  any  kind  of  organization 
before  the  General  Conference  authorized  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society.  There  is  such  a  tradition  among  the  older  Methodist  women 
of  Charlotte,  that  prior  to  1878,  there  was  some  kind  of  concerted 
activity  in  the  church  among  their  mothers,  but  there  are  no  records 
of  it  extant.  There  had  been  for  some  years,  a  number  of  Aid  Societies 
dotted  about  the  conference  doing  local  work.  At  least  one  of  these, 
Louisburg,  did  some  work  for  foreign  missions,  making  their  contribu- 
tions through  the  pastor,  for  it  is  remembered  by  one  of  its  members 
who  is  living  the  last  decade  of  a  century  of  usefulness,  that  "the 
collection  on  one  Sunday  of  each  month  was  to  be  used  by  the  women 
for  missions,  and  on  one  occasion  when  the  money  was  due  the  women, 
the  men  wanted  it,  and  took  it,  creating  quite  a  disturbance  among  the 
women."  Sometime  in  the  summer  of  1878  Rev.  R.  O.  Burton,  one 
of  our  godly  missionary  minded  preachers  of  that  day,  was  in  Balti- 
more, and  heard  there  of  the  new  Woman's  Missionary  Society  which 
had  been  recently  authorized  by  the  General  Conference.  He  was  so 
impressed  with  the  importance  and  the  far-reaching  possibilities  of  this 
movement,  that,  immediately  upon  his  return  to  his  country  home  near 
Weldon,  he  organized  a  Woman's  Missionary  Society  at  Smith's  Chapel, 
of  which  Mrs.  Burton  was  a  member.  There  were  three  members 
enrolled,  Mrs.  Burton,  Mrs.  George  Medlin,  and  Mrs.  A.  M.  Inge. 
They  paid  their  dues  to  the  Baltimore  Society  until  after  the  death  of 
Mrs.  Burton,  and  after  an  auxiliary  had  been  organized  in  Weldon 
they  united  with  that.  Mrs.  Inge  still  lives  in  Weldon,  a  faithful 
member  of  her  society.  An  organization  in  Winston-Salem  was  re- 
ported during  the  same  summer  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  P.  J.  Caraway. 

North  Carolina  Conference  Society  Organised 
"Old  Tryon  Street  Church,"  in  Charlotte,  is  memorable  as  the 
place  in  which  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  the  North  Carolina 
Conference  was  organized.  Miss  Sally  Bethune,  for  many  years  an 
influential  and  honored  member  of  Tryon  Street  Church,  told  one 
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who  was  interviewing  her  in  1925,  that  during  the  summer  of  1878, 
she  received  many  letters  and  some  literature  in  regard  to  organizing 
a  Conference  Woman's  Missionary  Society  there,  when  the  annual 
conference  should  meet  the  last  of  November.  This  stirred  the  women 
of  Charlotte  Methodism  to  some  activity  in  order  to  be  ready  for  the 
contemplated  organization.  There  are  no  records  of  their  activities, 
only  the  memory  of  one  woman,  who,  at  the  time  of  the  interview 
mentioned,  was  physically  active  and  mentally  alert.  Miss  Bethune 
was  the  president  of  this  initial  movement,  and  for  many  years  was 
one  of  Charlotte's  most  prominent  women  in  social,  educational,  and 
church  circles.  So  we  may  believe  that  our  pioneer  conference  society 
women  were  in  a  measure  prepared  to  organize  when  they  came  to- 
gether in  Charlotte,  especially  when  it  is  remembered  that  Mrs.  N.  H. 
D.  Wilson,  who  was  chosen  for  our  first  president,  had  been  one  of 
the  immortal  fifty-four  women  at  the  General  Conference  who 
signed  their  names  as  members  of  the  Southern  Methodist  Woman's 
Missionary  Society,  and  naturally  would  have  made  every  possible 
effort  to  forward  such  preparation. 

The  North  Carolina  Annual  Conference  of  1878  was  held  in 
old  Tryon  Street  Church,  Charlotte,  the  last  few  days  in  November 
and  over  Sunday,  the  1st  of  December.  Bishop  George  F.  Pierce  pre- 
sided, and  Dr.  A.  W.  Wilson,  then  missionary  secretary,  but  later, 
one  of  the  saintliest  and  best  loved  of  our  bishops,  was  an  honored 
visitor.  There  were  in  attendance  as  visitors,  also,  the  wives  of  some 
of  our  most  prominent  preachers  of  that  time,  among  whom  were' 
Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  Mrs.  Jesse  A.  Cuninggim,  Mrs.  F.  D. 
Swindell,  and  Mrs.  R.  F.  Bumpass.  The  motion  was  made  by  Mrs. 
Swindell  that  Dr.  Wilson  call  a  meeting  of  women  for  the  purpose 
of  organizing  a  Conference  Woman's  Missionary  Society.  Some  of 
the  best,  most  consecrated  women  of  our  church  were  present,  and 
with  a  consuming  desire  to  have  a  part  in  this  new  task  women  wished 
to  set  for  themselves  to  help  in  the  evangelization  of  the  world,  they 
met  together  in  the  church  on  Sunday  afternoon,  December  1st,  1878, 
and  organized  "The  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the 
North  Carolina  Conference."  The  minutes  of  this  meeting  were 
taken  by  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell,  of  which  the  following  is  an  exact  copy: 

"Organization  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  North 
Carolina  Conference,  Charlotte,  N.  C,  December  1st,  1  87  8. 

"At  the  request  of  several  ladies,  Dr.  A.  W.  Wilson,  the  missionary  secretary 
of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  called  a  meeting  at  Tryon  'Street  Methodist  Church 
on  Sunday,  December  1st,  1  878,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M.,  to  organize  the  Woman's 
Foreign  Missionary  Society  in  the  North  Carolina  Conference.  After  appropriate 
religious  services  by  Rev.  Mr.  Oliver  (R.  C.  Oliver,  Spartanburg,  S.  C.)  of  the 
South  Carolina  Conference,  and  addresses  by  Dr.  A.  W.  Wilson  and  Rev.  M.  L. 
Wood,  ex  missionary  to  China,  a  list  of  names  for  membership  was  taken.  The 
meeting  was  formally  called  to  order  by  Dr.  Wilson.  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson 
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was  temporarily  called  to  the  chair,  and  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell  (Mrs.  Sue  D. 
Swindell)  was  elected  recording-  secretary,  pro  tern.  A  permanent  organization 
was  then  effected  by  the  election  of  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  of  Greensboro,  N.  C, 
president 5  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Cuninggim,  of  Wilson,  vice-president}  Miss  Blanche 
Fentress,  of  Raleigh,  recording  secretary ;  Mrs.  F.  M.  Bumpass  of  Greensbdro, 
corresponding  secretary;  Mrs.  E.  J.  Lilly  of  Fayetteville,  treasurer.  The  meeting 
then  adjourned  with  the  benediction. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SUE  D.  SWINDELL." 

According  to  the  Journal  of  the  Annual  Conference,  "the  Wo- 
man's Missionary  Society  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  was  organ- 
ized with  about  a  dozen  members."  The  list  of  these,  our  conference 
charter  members,  taken  down  by  the  secretary  pro  tern,  was  not  copied 
into  the  conference  society  minutes,  and  in  the  passing  years,  with  the 
changes  those  years  brought  about  in  a  Methodist  preacher's  family,  the 
list  has  been  lost  sight  of,  and  only  the  following  are  positively  known 
to  have  been  present:  Mrs.  Swindell,  Mrs.  Wilson,  Mrs.  Cuninggim, 
and  Mrs.  R.  F.  Bumpass,  though  because  of  their  election  to  office, 
Mrs.  F.  M.  Bumpass,  Mrs.  Lilly,  and  Miss  Fentress  are  just  as  truly 
charter  pioneer  members.  Your  historian  made  many  efforts  to  secure 
these  names,  but  every  effort  was  a  failure. 

Early  Methodism  in  Charlotte 

"Methodism  entered  Charlotte  in  1814  with  Dr.  David  Dunlap, 
a  physician.  In  1815  Charlotte  was  included  in  the  16  stations  of 
Sugaw  Creek  Circuit.  In  1834  this  became  Charlotte  Circuit,  and  the 
first  church  in  Charlotte  was  erected  on  Seventh  Street  on  a  site  now 
occupied  by  the  colored  Presbyterians.  In  1840  Charlotte  was  made 
a  station,  and  in  1927,  when  Tryon  Street  and  Trinity  Churches  united, 
forming  First  Methodist  Church,  there  were  eleven  Methodist 
Churches  in  Charlotte. 

"In  those  early  years  the  women  of  the  church  had  an  'Aid  Society,' 
known  as  the  'Sewing  Society.'  They  met  once  a  week  and  made  aprons 
and  other  articles  which  they  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  church.  An 
enthusiastic  member  of  this  group  was  Mrs.  Louisa  M.  Wriston  who 
came  to  Charlotte  in  1848,  and  for  sixty-nine  years  was  a  loyal,  faith- 
ful Methodist.  Other  members  of  this  society  were  Mrs.  Dr.  Dunlap, 
Mrs.  D.  H.  Byerly,  Mrs.  Brawley  Oats,  Mrs.  Jonas  Rudisill,  Mrs. 
Charles  Wilson,  Mrs.  Caroline  McGilvary,  and  Mrs.  Dr.  Andrews, 
whose  servant,  Becky  Andrews,  went  about  over  the  town,  selling  the 
articles  made  by  the  women. 

"The  Charlotte  District  was  created  in  1854,  but  in  1859  (the 
year  Tryon  Street  Church  was  built)  Charlotte  was  included  in  the 
Wadesboro  District;  in  1860  in  the  Lincolnton;  in  1863,  the  Catawba; 
in  1864,  the  Shelby;  and  in  1870,  the  Charlotte  District  again.  In 
1857  Rev.  E.  J.  Meynardie  was  pastor,  and  Rev.  S.  H.  Brown  presid- 
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ing  cider.  The  fact  that' a  missionary  spirit  existed  among  the  Method- 
ist women  of  Charlotte,  is  evidenced  by  a  'Certificate  of  Life  Mem- 
bership in  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,'  issued  to  Mrs.  Louisa  M.  Wriston  in  1857.  This  framed  cer- 
tificate is  now  the  prized  possession  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Lula  W. 
Kennedy,  signed  by  Joshua  Soule,  president,  and  E.  W.  Sekon,  sec- 
retary. 

"Some  of  our  women  remember  very  distinctly  the  church  activi- 
ties of  their  mothers  in  those  early  days.  We  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  the  missionary  cause  was  uppermost  in  their  hearts  as  well 
as  in  those  of  the  women  of  other  sections  of  the  south.  Previous  to 
the  annual  conference  held  here  in  1878,  the  women  of  Tryon  Street 
Church,  having  received  letters  urging  them  to  organize  a  missionary 
society,  formed  such  an  organization  with  about  ten  members,  electing 
Miss  Sallie  Bethune  as  president.  She  was  a  school  teacher  and  the 
youngest  member,  the  others,  according  to  her  memory  being:  Mrs. 
Louisa  M.  Wriston,  Mrs.  Clem  Dowd,  Mrs.  Pink  C.  Wilson,  Mrs. 
Dr.  Greene,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Wadsworth,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Spencer,  Mrs.  Mary 
Farrow  Asbury,  Mrs.  D.  H.  Byerly,  and  Mrs.  Jonas  Rudisill.  As  there 
were  so  few  members  and  the  contributions  small,  there  was  a  hesi- 
tancy in  reporting,  which  is  doubtless  the  reason  this  society  is  not 
recorded  among  the  pioneers  in  the  conference  minutes.  It  is  probable 
also  that  their  funds  were  turned  into  the  church  missionary  offering. 

"This  record  came  from  Miss  Sallie  Bethune,  who  passed  away 
June  10th,  1928,  and  who  was  known  as  not  only  the  most  beloved 
teacher,  but  the  most  beloved  woman  in  Charlotte.  In  1921  the  mis- 
sionary society  of  Tryon  Street  Church  held  a  special  service,  honor- 
ing 'Miss  Sallie'  as  its  first  president,  and  in  1926,  the  church,  through 
its  missionary  society,  paid  a  further  tribute  to  her  by  donating  $100.00 
to  place  her  name  in  the  Book  of  Remembrance  at  Scarritt  College 
for  Christian  Workers  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 

"Mrs.  Clem  Dowd  was  the  first  member  of  the  Tryon  Street  So- 
city  to  hold  an  office  in  the  conference  society,  serving  from  1881- 
1884  as  a  vice-president  (later  called  district  secretary).  Mrs.  F.  D. 
Swindell  succeeded  her  in  1885.  Mrs.  Swindell  was  a  peerless  leader 
from  the  very  beginning  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  in  our 
church.  As  the  pastor's  wife  of  Tryon  Street  Church,  she  gave  inspira- 
tion and  momentum  to  its  society  which  has  never  abated.  She  has 
rendered  invaluable  service  not  only  to  North  Carolina,  but  to  South- 
ern Methodism.  Among  the  leaders  in  Tryon  Street  Church  from 
1878  to  1918,  was  Mrs.  J.  S.  Spencer,  a  woman  quiet  and  gentle  in 
manner,  firm  in  faith,  a  great  force  in  advancing  the  cause  of  missions 
in  both  the  home  and  foreign  work.  As  an  example  of  liberality  and 
unselfishness,  she  was  unsurpassed.  Among  the  Methodist  women  of 


Seven  Times  Seven 


49 


Charlotte,  her  work  has  been  probably  the  most  outstanding  in  per- 
petuation, for  her  mantle  surely  has  fallen  upon  her  three  daughters 
and  two  grand-daughters,  who  have  ever  been  followers  in  her  foot- 
steps."— Mrs.  Mattie  H.  Stewart,  Charlotte. 

The  Work  of  Organizing  Begins 

The  tremendous  task  of  world  evangelization  so  simply  and  quietly 
taken  up  that  winter  Sunday  afternoon  by  a  handful  of  modest,  retir- 
ing women,  unaccustomed  to  public  life  of  any  kind,  was  initiated  in 
faith  under  the  compelling  and  directing  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Dedicating  themselves  to  its  accomplishment  as  far  as  they  were  able 
to  compass  it,  the  work  was  begun  at  once  by  each  one  in  her  own 
place,  which  she  enlarged  at  every  opportunity.  On  the  23rd  of  Janu- 
ary, 1879,  from  her  home  in  Greensboro,  the  conference  president, 
Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  addressed  her  first  message  to  the  women  of 
the  conference  through  the  columns  of  the  church  and  secular  papers. 
She  gave  them  a  short  history  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  and 
its  organization  in  the  North  Carolina  Conference.  She  told  them  of 
the  sending  of  Miss  Lochie  Rankin  to  China  and  that  others  were  ready 
to  go  as  soon  as  the  necessary  funds  were  available.  She  urged  them 
to  go  to  work  at  once  to  make  the  movement  a  success  in  the  North 
Carolina  Conference,  explaining  the  simple  method  of  organizing 
auxiliaries  and  the  financial  basis  of  membership.  "Let  it  not  be  said 
that  in  the  bounds  of  a  single  circuit  or  station  the  women  fail  to  or- 
ganize and  co-operate  in  this  good  cause." 

At  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the  General  Executive  Associa- 
tion, held  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  in  May,  1879,  Mrs.  F.  M.  Bumpass, 
member  of  that  body  from  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Woman's 
Missionary  Society,  reported  9  adult  auxiliaries  with  199  members 
and  $59.35  total  money  remitted,  as  the  result  of  the  work  of  these 
few  women  in  the  five  months  that  had  passed  since  the  organization 
of  the  conference  society.  In  recording  the  pioneer  auxiliaries  in  this 
'book,  the  records  of  them  made  by  Miss  Blanche  Fentress  in  her  own 
original  Conference  Journal  and  adopted  as  correct  at  the  time  by 
the  conference  in  session,  are  accepted  as  authentic  and  followed 
closely  by  your  conference  historian. 

"The  Woman's  Missionary  Council  has  defined  what  it  means  by 
"Pioneers"  as  follows: 

"1.  Pioneers. — Those  women  who  rendered  some  outstanding  service  in 
thought  or  action,  which  brought  into  existence  the  organization,  of  the  Woman's 
Boards  or  Conference  Societies. 

"2.  Pioneer  Missionary  Societies. —  (l)  Auxiliaries  before  and  after  Board 
Authorization:  (a)  A  Foreign  Missionary  Society  organized  before  the  authori- 
zation of  a  connectional  Board  by  the  General  Conference  of  1  878  and  con- 
tributing to  the  work  of  women  on  the  foreign  fields,  (b)  A  Foreign  Missionary 
Society  organized  within  a  year  after  the  General  Conference  of  May,   1  878. 
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(c)  A  parsonage  society,  auxiliary  to  the  Board  of  Church  Extension,  organized 
within  one  year  after  the  General  Conference  of  1886,  and  contributing  to  the 
General  and  Conference  Boards  of  Church  Extension.  (2)  Auxiliaries  before  and 
after  conference  organization:  (a)  A  Home  or  Foreign  Missionary  Society  organ- 
ized before  the  organization  of  its  respective  conference  society  and  contributing 
to  the  general  work,  (b)  A  Home  or  Foreign  Missionary  Society  organized 
within  one  year  after  the  organization  of  its  respective  conference  society,  which 
contributed  to  the  connectional  treasury.  (3)  Auxiliaries  before  Council  Authoriza- 
tion: An  auxiliary  which  united  its  home  and  foreign  work  before  the  authori- 
zation for  united  societies  under  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council  by  the  General 
Conference  of  1910. 

"3.    Pioneer  Members. — Charter  members  of  pioneer  missionary  societies. 

"4.  Pioneer  Conferences. — Those  conferences  which  were  organized  and 
reported  to  the  first  connectional  Board  meetings,  home  and  foreign. 

"5.  Pioneer  Missionaries:  (l)  The  first  five  missionaries  in  each  field. 
(2)  The  missionaries  on  each  field  who  pioneered  in  any  given  line  of  work, 
as  medical  missions.  (3)  The  missionaries  who  pioneered  in  a  given  type  of 
service,  as  a  deaconess." 

Without  further  explanation,  when  the  word  "Pioneer"  shall  ap- 
pear hereafter  in  this  book  it  will  bear  the  council  meaning. 

The  nine  pioneer  auxiliaries  reported  by  Mrs.  Bumpass  in  May, 
1879,  were  Rockingham,  Greensboro,  Jonesboro,  Raleigh,  Wilson, 
Salisbury,  Wilmington,  Hickory,  Waynesville.  She  reported  remittances 
from  only  three  of  the  nine:  $27.20  from  Rockingham;  $24.05  from 
Greensboro;  $7.10  from  Hickory;  and  "$1.00  from  Mrs.  Sharpe." 
The  following  May,  1880,  she  reported  in  addition  to  these,  the  fol- 
lowing new  auxiliaries:  Winston,  Goldsboro,  Mocksville,  Rutherford- 
ton,  Roxboro,  Kinston,  Pittsboro,  Tabor  Church  (Roanoke  Circuit), 
New  Hope  Church  (Roanoke  Circuit),  Bethel  Church  (Halifax 
County),  New  Berne,  Laurinburg,  Louisburg,  Lane's  Chapel  (Craven 
Circuit),  Lincolnton,  Worth's  School  House,  Weldon  Children's  Mis- 
sionary Society,  Greensboro  Female  College,  Greensboro  Children's 
Society,  with  612  members  and  $598.92  money  remitted.  The  pioneer 
auxiliaries  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  (which  included  all 
the  state  then  except  certain  western  and  northeastern  sections  which 
were  in  the  Holston  and  Virginia  Conferences)  are  given  here  in  the* 
order  of  their  organization  as  recorded  in  the  Journal  of  the  confer- 
ence by  the  secretary,  as  a  part  of  the  minutes  of  the  conference  held 
in  December,  1879,  Miss  Fentress'  own  record  being  in  quotation 
marks. 

Pioneer  Adult  Auxiliaries 

Rockingham,  February  28,  1879. — "1st.  February  20th-27th,  1879,  Rock- 
ingham. President,  Mrs.  R.  L.  Steele ;  vice-presidents,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Neal  and 
Mrs.  W.  I.  Everett  j  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  J.  T.  LeGrand;  recording 
secretary,  Mrs.  S.  T.  Cooper  j  treasurer,  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Steele."  The  carefully 
kept  records  of  this  auxiliary  give  February  28th,  1879,  as  the  date  of  its  organi- 
zation by  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  the  charter  members  being:  Mesdames  George 
Neal,  Mary  Rishton,  T.  W.  Guthrie,  J.  W.  Jenkins,  W.  S.  Fowlkes,  J.  T.  Le- 
Grand,  P.  W.  Stansill,  R.  L.  Steele,  S.  T.  Cooper,  Mary  L.  Steele,  W.  I.  Everett, 
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Cora  Covington,  W.  C.  Thomas,  T.  C.  Leak,  S.  W.  Webb,  Ann  C.  Leak,  Noel 
Wilson,  Frank  Biggs,  John  Holt,  Sue  Sandford,  Martha  J.  Ledbetter,  Rosa 
Johnson,  Wm.  Ballou,  W.  J.  McRae,  McClellan,  and  Misses  Ella  Ussery,  R. 
McKinnon,  Ida  Stansill,  Manie  Leak,  Ella  Steele,  and  Lizzie  Rishton,  of  whom 
Miss  Ussery,  Mrs.  Johnson,  and  Mrs.  Biggs  are  living  and  contributing  mem- 
bers, Mrs.  Biggs  holding  the  corresponding  secretary's  office  at  this  time.  Miss 
Rishton,  now  Mrs.  B.  C.  Gorham,  is  an  active  member,  usually  an  officer,  of  the 
Woman's  Society  of  Hay  Street  Church,  Fayetteville.  This  auxiliary  has  lived 
and  functioned,  through  the  years,  keeping  abreast  of  the  work,  enlarging  its 
scope,  and  accepting  each  new  responsibility  as  it  has  been  imposed.  It  has  two 
grown  daughters  in  the  Mary  Steele  and  the  Rebecca  LeGrand  Societies;  a  grand- 
daughter in  the  Lillie  Duke  Society  organized  by  the  Rebecca  LeGrand ;  a  young 
daughter,  the  Lillie  Everett  Young  People,  about  two  years  out  of  the  Juniors; 
and  a  fine  circle  of  boys  in  the  Juniors.  It  always  has  superintended  the  Bright 
Jewels,  but  that  is  now  being  done  by  the  Rebecca  LeGrand  Society.  Its  first  band 
of  Bright  Jewels  was  reported  in  1884  by  the  lady  manager,  Miss  Ida  Stansill. 
It  has  entertained  the  conference  society  twice,  and  some  of  our  best  loved  and 
most  prominent  board,  council,  and  conference  women  often.  It  has  furnished 
a  district  secretary  in  Miss  Georgia  Biggs,  and  a  conference  superintendent  of 
Study,  editor,  and  historian  in  Mrs.  J.  LeGrand  Everett.  For  a  number  of  years 
it  has  been  an  honor  roll  auxiliary.  In  the  Bennett  Memorial  Fund  it  averaged 
$11.72  per  member,  enrolling  its  own  name  and  by  gifts  of  one  of  its  members, 
three  other  names  in  the  Belle  Harris  Bennett  Book  of  Remembrance.  It  made 
generous  contribution  to  the  Lucy  Cuninggim  School  in  the  $10,000  fund  "for 
a  new  hat"  in  1926.  It  has  had  its  evil  days,  having  often  had  to  struggle  for 
existence,  but  there  were  always  the  faithful  few  who  kept  it  alive  by  their 
efforts  and  prayers.  It  is  old  and  rather  nervous,  but  in  spite  of  its  fifty  years 
it  is  rather  sprightly  at  times. — Mrs.  J.  LeGrand  Everett. 

Greensboro,  February  23,  1879. — "2nd.  February  23rd-28th,  1879,  Greens- 
boro. President,  Mrs.  D.  Robertson;  vice-presidents,  Mrs.  Winstead  and  Mrs. 
R.  Tyler;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  V.  V.  Bruton;  recording  secretary,  Miss 
E.  Bumpass;  treasurer,  Mrs.  F.  O.  Andrews.  Members,  67;  money  collected, 
$48.00."  This  auxiliary  was  organized  at  the  call  of  the  pastor,  Rev.  D.  R. 
Bruton,  on  the  23rd  of  February,  1  879,  with  thirty  members,  according  to  local 
records,  the  president  being  Miss  Amanda  V.  Lee;  vice-presidents,  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Winstead,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Tyler,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Owen,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Farrar,  Mrs. 
James  A.  Odell,  Mrs.  B.  F.  Sergeant,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Hill,  and  Mrs.  A.  A.  Anderson; 
recording  secretary,  Miss  Eugenia  Bumpass ;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  D.  R. 
Bruton;  treasurer,  Mrs.  L.  W.  Andrews;  Mesdames  Wm.  H.  Bobbitt,  M.  E. 
Bryant,  S.  W.  Dilworth,  T.  H.  Edwards,  George  H.  Gregory,  Wm.  H.  Hill, 
Matt  Hughes,  Alex  Jones,  Lizzie  Lentze,  Brockman,  F.  M.  Bumpass,  Silas  Dod- 
son,  Wm.  K.  Eldridge,  Robert  Glenn,  Levi  Houston,  L.  B.  Julian,  George  Kistler, 
James  Pierce,  George  Alley,  S.  E.  Causey,  Wm.  Edwards,  T.  Ham,  T.  Jacobs, 
C.  W.  Ogburn,  Potts,  C.  M.  Parke,  B.  E.  Sergeant,  A.  M.  Sherwood,  Preston  B. 
Troy,  David  A.  Robertson,  Lou  Ross,  Mary  B.  Steele,  George  Terrell,  N.  H.  D. 
Wilson,  and  Misses  DeLavolette  Alderman,  Ella  Bruton,  Ada  Glasscock,  Maude 
Alford,  Annie  Forbis,  Kate  Gregory,  Maude  Brent,  Sallie  Brent,  Bessie  Easley, 
Olivia  Farmer,  Sue  Gregory,  Maggie  Houston,  Clara  Sergeant,  Bettie  Staples. 
The  thirty  charter  members  are  included  in  this  list.  Those  living  and  active 
now  are:  Miss  DeLavolette  Alderman  (Mrs.  Charles  H.  Ireland),  Miss  Maude 
Brent  (Mrs.  George  Whitsett),  Mrs.  Lucy  Robertson,  Miss  Clara  Sergeant  (Mrs. 
W.  R.  Odell),  Mrs.  Kate  Gregory  Glenn  and  Miss  Sue  Gregory.  The  first  public 
meeting  was  held  in  September,  1  879,  when  an  address  was  made  by  James  W. 
Reid  of  Wentworth.  In  November  Mrs.  F.  O.  Andrews  gave  $50.00  as  a  memo- 
rial to  her  college  friend,  Ellen  Morphis  Wood,  to  be  used  for  the  education  of 
a  Chinese  girl  who  should  be  named  Ellen  Morphis  Wood.  Inspired  by  this  gift, 
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the  auxiliary  in  the  same  rrionth  assumed  the  education  of  another  Chinese  girl, 
to  be  called  Frances  Webb  Bumpass,  the  necessary  amount  being-  subscribed. 
This  auxiliary  was  the  first  in  the  conference  to  assume  a  special.  A  called  meet- 
ing was  held  on  the  11th  of  December,  1  8  79,  that  the  members  might  receive 
inspiration  and  information  from  Mrs.  Juliana  Hayes,  the  president  of  the  Gen- 
eral Executive  Association.  At  the  meeting  of  January  21st,  1880,  Mrs.  Bumpass 
read  a  letter  from  Mrs.  D.  H.  McGavock,  commending  the  society  on  its  finan- 
cial progress.  West  Market  Street  Church,  Greensboro,  furnished  the  conference 
society  its  first  president,  its  first  corresponding  secretary,  the  Woman's  Mission- 
ary Council  its  first  treasurer,  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference  its  first 
president  and  first  corresponding  secretary,  and  in  1912  Miss  Nina  Troy,  mis- 
sionary to  China. — Mrs.  Maude  Brent  Whitsett. 

Jonesboro,  March  8th,  1879. — "3rd.  March  8th,  1879,  Jonesboro.  President, 
Mrs.  S.  V.  Hoylej  vice-presidents,  Mrs.  George  Cole  and  Mrs.  R.  Walker;  cor- 
responding secretary,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Arnold;  recording  secretary,  Miss  Lizzie  Worthy; 
treasurer,  Miss  Josie  Bryan.  Members,  27;  money  collected,  $21.00."  This  aux- 
iliary was  organized  by  Mrs.  S.  V.  Hoyle  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  Arnold.  In  addition  to 
the  officers  the  following  charter  members  are  all  whose  names  can  be  recalled: 
Misses  Annis  and  Belle  Worthy,  and  Bettie  Watson,  of  whom  Miss  Lizzie  Worthy 
(Mrs.  D.  M.  Weatherly),  Miss  Annis  Worthy  (Mrs.  J.  D.  Pegram),  Miss  Josie 
Bryan  (Mrs.  W.  B.  Doub),  and  Mrs.  Belle  Worthy  Barnes  are  living  and  active 
in  missionary  circles.  This  society  lived  only  a  few  years,  but  it  was  re-organized 
on  the  11th  of  October,  1885,  with, some  of  the  original  number  as  active  mem- 
bers. The  work  has  been  carried  on  continuously  and  faithfully  by  earnest  work- 
ers. Mrs.  A.  A.  ChafEn  was  president  28  years,  and  ever  since  her  death  the 
office  has  been  held  by  Mrs.  J.  D.  Pegram.  Miss  Alice  Green  is  missionary  to 
China,  from  Jonesboro. — Mrs.  Belle  Worthy  Barnes. 

Raleigh,  March  24,  1879. — "4th.  March  24th,  1879,  Raleigh,  Edenton 
Street  Church  Auxiliary.  President,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black;  vice-presidents,  Mrs.  Dr. 
Hill  and  Mrs.  E.  M.  McVae;  corresponding  secretary,  Miss  Mary  Pescud; 
recording  secretary,  Miss  Blanche  Fentress;  treasurer,  Mrs.  M.  J.  Gayle.  Mem-' 
bers,  32;  money  collected,  $30.85."  This  society  was  organized  by  the  pastor, 
Rev.  W.  S.  Black,  with  twelve  members.  In  addition  to  the  officers,  the  charter 
members  were  Miss  Nellie  Young,  who  for  many  years  was  a  faithful  treasurer, 
Misses  Janie  Brown,  Sallie  Brown,  Rachel  Hill,  and  Narcissa  Hutchings,  and 
Mesdames  Lizzie  Murphrey  and  R.  H.  Whitaker.  Misses  Janie  Brown  and 
Narcissa  Hutchings  are  the  only  ones  left  of  the  charter  members.  They  are  still 
contributing  members,  but  are  not  so  active  as  formerly.  Miss  Hutchings  was 
secretary  for  many  years  and  leader  of  the  Bright  Jewels.  From  its  beginning 
until  just  a  few  years  ago,  Miss  Brown  was  agent  for  the  "Woman's  Missionary 
Advocate"  and  the  "Missionary  Voice."  This  auxiliary  has  furnished  a  goodly 
number  of  women  prominent  in  the  work;  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black  and  Miss  Blanche 
Fentress  were  conference  officers;  two  of  its  members  in  the  early  days  were 
conference  treasurers  and  went  as  foreign  missionaries,  Miss  Pescud  to  Brazil, 
and  Miss  Frances  Burkhead  to  China;  and  Mrs.  R.  H.  Whitaker  was  among  the 
first  district  secretaries.  It  furnished  several  editors  to  the  Advocate's  woman's 
page,  among  whom  were  Mrs.  R.  O.  Burton,  Mrs.  B.  F.  Dixon,  and  Mrs.  V. 
Royster;  and  two  conference  superintendents  of  Social  Service  in  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Speight,  and  Mrs.  E.  C.  Duncan.  The  attendance  was  irregular,  but  the  faithful 
few  were  always  there,  and  at  almost  every  meeting  one  or  more  names  would 
be  enrolled.  The  conference  society  was  entertained  by  it  in  1  882,  1885,  1894 
and  1902,  showing  the  hospitality  of  this  pioneer  society.  For  some  reason  Eden- 
ton Street  Church  was  never  what  is  known  as  a  missionary  church,  but  the  most 
loyal  church  in  all  the  conference,  so  has  never  failed  to  respond  to  any  and 
all  calls,  both  at  home  and  abroad. — Mrs.  V.  Royster. 
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Wilson,  March  25,  1879. — "5th    Wilson.  President,  Mrs.  J.  A. 

Gilliam  5  vice-presidents,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Adams,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Roundtree,  and  Mrs. 
M.  E.  Hadley;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Cuninggim;  recording- 
secretary,  Mrs.  Ella  Wiggins ;  treasurer,  Mrs.  Eliza  Daniel.  Members,  35;  money 
collected,  $29.75."  Rev.  Jesse  L.  Cuninggim  organized  this  auxiliary  on  the  25th 
of  March,  1879,  and  in  addition  to  the  officers,  the  names  of  only  two  others  of 
the  charter  members  can  be  remembered,  Mrs.  Ella  Rawls  and  Mrs.  Latimer 
Williams.  Mrs.  Williams,  only,  is  living  and  active.  The  first  conference  vice- 
president  was  a  charter  member,  and  in  later  years  it  furnished  for  five  years  a 
district  secretary  in  Mrs.  C.  E.  Blount.  There  are  no  early  records  of  it  extant, 
but  it  has  lived  continuously  since  its  organization,  doing  good  work  and  keep- 
ing abreast  of  the  times  in  its  development. — Mrs.  C.  E.  Blount. 

Salisbury,  Afril  2,  1879. — "6th.  April  2nd,  1  879,  Salisbury.  President,  Mrs. 
S.  J.  Swicegood;  vice-president,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Ross ;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs. 

J.  J.  Renn;  recording  secretary,   ;  treasurer,  Mrs.  M.  C.  Rufty. 

Members,  17;  money  collected,  $5.35."  There  are  no  records  of  this  auxiliary. 
It  seems  to  have  died,  for  an  old  record  tells  of  a  re-organization  in  18  82  with 
eleven  members  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Wheeler  as  president.  It  was  re-organized  again 
in  1890  with  Mrs.  Leith  as  president.  There  is  no  member  of  the  pioneer  auxili- 
ary living.  In  Mrs.  P.  N.  Peacock  it  has  furnished  its  conference,  the  Western 
North  Carolina  since  1890,  one  of  its  most  efficient  officers,  as  treasurer,  at  this 
time,  and  it  ranks  among  the  foremost  auxiliaries  of  that  conference. 

Anstonville,  Afril  8th,  1879. — "7th.  April  8th,  1  879,  Ansonville.  President, 
Mrs.  W.  B.  McLendon;  vice-presidents,  Mrs.  W.  D.  Redfern,  and  Mrs.  V.  Gar- 
rett; corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  J.  N.  Cole;  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Dunlap;  treasurer,  Mrs.  Kate  Kendall  Hendley."  Thirteen  members,  but  no 
money  reported.  Only  one  of  its  charter  members  lives,  Mrs.  W.  B.  McLendon, 
who  is  not  active  on  account  of  the  infirmities  of  age.  The  name  of  only  one 
charter  member,  besides  the  officers  was  remembered,  Mrs.  Lucy  Sullivan.  This 
auxiliary  should  have  been  among  those  reported  by  Mrs.  Bumpass  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  General  Executive  Association,  but  was  of  course  not  reported  to  her 
in  time. 

Wilmington,  April  13th,  1879. — "8th.  April  13th,  1879.  Wilmington.  Presi- 
dent, Mrs.  C.  G.  Kennedy;  vice-presidents,  Mrs.  H.  M.  Bowden  and  Miss  A.  M. 
Wallace;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  Wm.  E.  Springer;  recording  secretary, 
Miss  Lizzie  Kelley;  treasurer,  Mrs.  H.  West.  Members,  16;  money  collected, 
$11.00."  This  auxiliary  was  organized  in  old  Front  Street  Church,  which  some 
years  later  was  burned  and  all  records  destroyed.  Grace  Church  Auxiliary  is  the 
continuation  of  it,  and  has  had  an  honorable  record  throughout  the  years.  In 
August,  1892,  Miss  Mollie  G.  Hawes  went  as  a  missionary  from  Grace  Church, 
but  on  account  of  failing  health  had  to  return  the  following  spring.  In  1911 
Miss  Ida  Hankins  went  to  Korea  as  a  missionary  under  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Council.  Many  of  its  members  have  been  prominent  in  local  and  conference 
societies,  among  whom  were  Miss  Blanche  Fentress,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell,  Miss 
Alice  Wallace,  Mrs.  Roger  Moore,  Mrs.  Kate  Shaw,  Mrs.  C.  H.  Fore,  Mrs. 
L.  A.  Blue,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Hart,  Miss  May  Edla  Smith  (Mrs.  C.  M.  Earley),  Mrs. 
M.  T.  Plyler,  Mrs.  George  Clendenin,  and  Mrs.  Harvey  Boney.  The  first  mis- 
sionary society  here,  more  than  a  century  ago,  was  composed  entirely  of  men, 
the  pastor  always  being  the  president.  Among  the  interesting  old  church  records 
are  a  number  of  statements  and  reports  signed  by  Francis  Asbury.  A  certain 
married  woman  was  dismissed  from  the  church,  then  only  a  society,  because  she 
married  a  man  who  was  not  a  member  of  it.  One  couple  was  dismissed  because 
they  had  quarreled  on  Sunday  morning.  One  lady  had  "been  removed  by  death 
and  gone  to  glory  we  hope."  There  were  twice  as  many  colored  members  as 
there  were  white  ones,  contributing  the  larger  part  of  the  paid  in  money.  The 
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pastor's  salary  was  recorded  each  month  as  "family  expenses."  The  following- 
are  the  living  charter  members:  Mrs.  Kate  Shaw,  Mrs.  T.  C.  Craft,  Mrs.  Marian 
McLeod,  Mrs.  Lillie  Clowe,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Hodges,  Mrs.  Virginius  Hall,  Mrs. 
J.  F.  Post,  Mrs.  Lillie  Parmelee  Oleander,  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Davis — Mrs.  George 
Clendenin. 

Winston,  April  22nd,  1879. — "9th.  April  22nd,  1  879.  President,  Mrs.  R.  A. 
Gray;  vice-presidents,  Mrs.  Celeste  Alspaugh,  Mrs.  Eliza  Vaughn  (and  Miss 
Anna  Thompson)  ;  recording  secretary,  Miss  Lizzie  N.  Leak}  treasurer,  Mrs. 
Amanda  Black.  Members,  36;  money  collected,  $25.00."  Unfortunately  this 
society  was  not  reported  to  Mrs.  Bumpass  in  time  to  be  included  in  her  first 
report  to  the  General  Executive  Association  in  May,  1  879.  In  the  "Southern 
Missionary  Herald"  for  November,  1  878,  Rev.  P.  J.  Caraway,  pastor,  reported 
that  he  had  organized  a  Woman's  Missionary  Society  among  the  ladies  of  his 
congregation  and  was  hopeful  of  its  success.  From  the  records  of  the  society  this 
auxiliary  was  organized  on  the  22nd  of  April,  1  879,  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  Paul  J. 
Caraway,  with  the  following  members  in  addition  to  the  officers:  Mesdames 
Isabella  Martin,  Eugenia  Albea,  Lucy  Hodgin,  Penelope  Johnson,  Lina  Thomp- 
son, Bettie  Hill,  Mary  Ogburn,  Martha  Stockton,  Mattie  Caraway,  Edna  Cham- 
pion, Nannie  Davis,  of  whom  Mrs.  Bettie  Hill  and  Mrs.  Mary  Ogburn  are  active 
members  of  the  present  Centenary  auxiliary;  Mrs.  Edna  Champion  is  inactive 
on  account  of  the  infirmities  of  age,  and  Mrs.  Eliza  Vaughn  is  living  elsewhere. 
This  society  grew  slowly  for  many  years  but  never  lost  ground.  A  faithful  few 
worked  through  many  difficulties  to  keep  up  its  spiritual  interest.  In  December, 
1880,  it  entertained  the  second  annual  meeting  of  the  conference  society.  Among 
those  who  served  as  president  in  the  early  years  were  Mrs.  Mary  Gray,  Mrs. 
N.  S.  Davis,  and  Mrs.  Phoebe  J.  Ector.  Their  works  live  after  them.  Mrs.  Bess 
Gray  Plumley,  grand-daughter  of  Mrs.  Gray,  is  the  president  at  this  time.  To  the 
interest  and  life-long  devotion  of  Mrs.  N.  S.  Davis  the  society  owes  the  preser- 
vation of  its  early  records.  Mrs.  Frank  Martin  was  long  a  faithful  recording 
secretary,  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Alspaugh  was  treasurer  nearly  twenty  years.  These 
pioneers  wrought  well,  and  some  of  them  lived  to  see  the  fruit  of  their  labors. 
It  is  with  interest  that  we  note  in  contrast  to  the  $35.00  sent  to  the  Mission  Board 
at  the  end  of  the  first  year,  that  in  1926  we  sent  $4,351.17  to  the  conference 
treasurer.  The  auxiliaries  of  Centenary  Church  subscribed  $600.00  with  which 
to  purchase  the  beautiful  Bennett  Book  of  Remembrance,  which  is  now  enshrined 
in  the  case  prepared  for  it  in  the  Room  of  Remembrance  in  Scarritt  College  for 
Christian  Workers  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  a  memorial,  not  only  to  the  great  founder 
of  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School  and  those  whose  names  are  inscribed  upon 
its  pages,  but  to  those  hundreds  of  thousands  of  unnamed  women  who  by  their 
work  and  prayers  have  erected  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  all  that  pertains  to  it.  This  was  an  honor  and  a 
privilege  to  be  coveted  and  prized. — Miss  Nora  A.  Dobson. 

Hickory,  April  24th,   1879. — "10th.  April  24th,    1  879.   Hickory  -  Station. 

President,  ;  vice-president,   ;  corresponding  secretary, 

Mrs.  Hattie  A.  Young;  recording  secretary,   ;  treasurer,   . 

Members,  9;  money  collected,  $7.10."  From  local  records  it  is  learned  that  this 
society  was  organized  by  Mrs.  J.  T.  Johnson,  the  officers  being:  President,  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Ellis;  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  S.  P.  Besauar;  corresponding  secretary, 
Mrs.  H.  S.  Suttlemyre;  treasurer,  Mrs.  T.  J.  Johnson.  There  were  11  members, 
none  of  whom  are  living.  (There  have  been  found  very  few  discrepancies 
between  Miss  Fentress's  records  and  those  of  the  auxiliary  historians,  and  where 
such  occur,  both  are  given,  since  at  this  day  it  is  hard  to  determine  the  correctness 
of  either,  both  being  records  made  at  that  early  time,  probably  by  different  people. 
L.  M.  E.).  An  incident  of  the  first  meeting  was  a  remark  made  by  an  elderly 
gentleman,  a  visitor  at  the  society.  He  commented  to  a  friend,  "Now  the  women 
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have  gotten  started,  they  will  not  know  how  to  stop!"  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  T.  Clay 
have  gone  out  from  our  church  and  auxiliary  to  Brazil.  Sailed  July  13th,  1913, 
and  were  away  thirteen  years.  Mr.  Clay  published  Christian  literature  and  built 
up  a  large  publishing  house  in  Brazil,  while  Mrs.  Clay  taught  by  example  the 
joy  and  beauty  of  a  Christian  home. — Mrs.  T.  C.  Blackburn. 

W  aynesvtlle.  The  9th  auxiliary  reported  by  Mrs.  Bumpass  in  May,  1  879, 
was  at  Waynesville,  with  26  members,  and  no  money  reported,  This  auxiliary 
was  in  the  Holston  Conference  territory  and  was  not  reported  by  Mrs.  Bumpass 
again.  Of  those  she  had  enrolled  at  that  time,  only  three  had  sent  in  any  money: 
Hickory,  $7.10}  Greensboro,  $24.05;  and  Rockingham,  $27.10,  but  it  should 
be  remembered  that  the  oldest  of  these  societies — two  organized  in  the  same 
week — were  not  quite  three  months  old  at  the  time  of  her  report. 

Goldsboro,  June,  1879. — "11th.  June,  1879.  Goldsboro.  President,  Mrs. 
E.  B.  Borden;  vice-president,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Cobb;  corresponding  secretary,  Miss 
O.  Lane;  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  T.  H.  Slocumb;  treasurer,  Mrs.  R.  Morris. 
Members,  27;  money  collected,  $40.00."  There  are  no  records  at  all  of  this 
auxiliary,  and  only  one  living  charter  members,  Mrs.  E.  B.  Borden,  who  for 
many  years  has  been  a  member  of  another  faith.  Her  memories  of  it  are  naturally 
very  vague.  In  her  second  annual  report  to  the  General  Executive  Association 
Mrs.  Bumpass  gave  the  number  of  members  as  27  and  money  remitted  $50.00. 
It  has  had  an  honorable  record,  and,  in  Mrs.  Flora  Kendall,  now  in  office,  has 
furnished  to  the  conference  one  of  its  splendid  district  secretaries. — Mrs.  B.  G. 
Thompson. 

Mocksville,  June  4th,  1879. — "12th.  June  14th,  1  879.  Mocksville.  President, 
Mrs.  M.  C.  Coon;  vice-presidents,  Mrs.  Melinda  Clement  and  Mrs.  M.  E.  Pass; 
corresponding  secretary,  Miss  Tillie  Henley;  recording  secretary,  Miss  Blanche 
Eaton;  treasurer,  Mrs.  Sallie  V.  Call.  Members,  19;  money  collected,  $18.15." 
On  the  4th  of  June,  1879,  at  the  urgent  call  of  their  pastor,  Rev.  T.  A.  Boone, 
fourteen  women  came  to  the  church,  and  in  fear  and  trembling,  because  of  the 
overwhelming  gravity  of  this  daring  innovation  in  the  program  of  the  church, 
wrote  their  names  as  charter  members  of  the  Mocksville  Woman's  Missionary 
Society.  The  officers  elected  were:  President,  Mrs.  M.  L.  Meroney;  vice-presidents, 
Mrs.  Jane  Haden  Clement  and  Mrs.  Melinda  Clement;  corresponding  secretary, 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Boone;  recording  secretary,  Miss  Jane  E.  Austin;  treasurer,  Miss 
Lizzie  Clement.  The  other  charter  members  were:  Mesdames  Emily  Chaffin,  Mary 
Eaton,  and  Misses  Mattie  and  Blanche  Eaton,  Sophie  and  Florence  Clement, 
Emma  Boone,  and  Minnie  Hudson.  Two  of  this  number  still  live,  Miss  Blanche 
Eaton  and  Mrs.  Florence  Clement  Gaither.  In  the  early  days  each  member  at 
every  meeting  reported  all  she  had  done  for  the  work  in  the  interim.  Essays  on 
missionary  subjects  were  read,  the  very  first  one  being  by  Miss  Mattie  Eaton  and 
the  second  by  Mrs.  Sallie  Call.  In  July,  1  880,  it  is  recorded  that  "the  sisters  had 
met  with  little  encouragement  in  their  labors,  and  some  seemed  weary  and  ready 
to  give  up.  This  we  think  is  a  temptation  from  the  Wicked  One."  In  September, 
1881,  Mrs.  Bumpass  visited  them  and  addressed  the  society  in  an  "impressive  talk 
full  of  Christian  love,  sympathy,  and  encouragement."  And  from  that  time  a 
note  of  encouragement  is  read  in  the  minutes.  They  kept  abreast  of  the  work,  and 
informed  about  it.  In  1  886  two  shares  were  taken  in  the  Laura  Haygood  School. 
In  1  890  their  delegate  to  the  annual  meeting  was  instructed  to  vote  for  Mrs. 
Lucy  A.  Cuninggim  for  president,  but  that  was  the  year  of  the  division  of  the 
North  Carolina  Conference,  and  Mrs.  Cuninggim's  lot  was  to  remain  in  the 
Eastern,  or  North  Carolina  Conference.  This  auxiliary  had,  for  many  years,  an 
enthusiastic  band  of  Bright  Jewels,  organized  as  a  pioneer  band  by  Misses  Mattie 
Eaton  and  Laura  Clement  within  the  Sunday  school.  The  literal  interpretation  of 
a  General  Conference  ruling  disbanded  them,  when  the  Sunday  school  missionary 
programs  stopped  and  the  delightful  inspiration  of  Aunt  Mary's  letters  rudely 
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ended.  The  president,  corresponding  secretary,  and  treasurer  of  the  Epworth 
Juniors  are  grandchildren  of  charter  members  of  the  Woman's  Society. — Miss 
Bertha  Lee. 

Rutherfordton,  August  10th,  1879. — "13th.  August  10th,  1879.  Rutherford- 
ton.  President,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Craton;  vice-presidents,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Eaves  and  Mrs. 
G.  H.  Mills;  corresponding  secretary,  Miss  M.  J.  Hayden;  recording  secretary, 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Rucker;  treasurer,  Mrs.  J.  Toms.  Members,  24;  money  collected, 
$9.45."  This  conference  historian  has  been  unable  to  get  any  data  at  all,  not 
even  answers  to  her  letters,  from  this  auxiliary.  From  other  sources,  however, 
it  was  learned  that  the  society  was  organized  in  the  church  by  Mrs.  F.  M. 
Bumpass,  assisted  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  R.  F.  Bumpass,  with  20  members,  and  in 
May,  1  8  80,  Mrs.  Bumpass  reported  29  members  with  a  collection  of  $15.70  to 
the  General  Executive  Association. 

Tabor  Church,  September,  1879. — "14th.  September,  1879.  Tabor  Church, 

Roanoke  Circuit.  President,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Heptinstall;  vice-president,   ; 

corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  Eugenia  Jackson;  recording  secretary,   ; 

treasurer,   .  Members,  18;  money  collected,  $13.00."  During  the  years 

that  have  passed  since  this  record  was  made,  and  owing,  perhaps,  to  changes  made 
in  the  charges,  this  circuit  and  the  two  churches,  Tabor  and  New  Hope,  have 
been  either  combined,  renamed,  or  redistricted  in  some  way,  for  it  has  been 
impossible  for  your  historian  to  locate  them.  They  lived,  however,  and  reported 
work  for  a  number  of  years. 

Roxboro,  September  25th,  1879. — "15th.  September  25th,  1879.  Roxboro. 
President,  Mrs.  Ella  Webb;  vice-president,  Mrs.  Emma  Reade;  corresponding 
secretary,  Mrs.  Ella  Fuller;  recording  secretary,  Miss  Pattie  Satterfield;  treasurer, 
Mrs.  Sue  Satterfield.  Members,-  15."  Amount  of  money  not  given.  The  Person 
Circuit  Woman's  Missionary  Society  was  organized  on  the  25th  of  September, 
1879,  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  H.  H.  Gibbons,  with  the  officers  named,  and  these 
charter  members:  Mesdames  E.  H.  Gibbons,  Lucy  Barnett,  Lou  Satterfield,  Bettie 
Winstead,  Ida  Winstead,  and  Misses  Hettie  and  Tuppie  Gibbons,  Anna  Webb, 
Ella  Winstead,  and  Kate  Barnett,  of  whom  only  Miss  Anna  Webb  is  living.  We 
find  in  the  old  records  that  the  devotional  exercises  were  always  conducted  by 
the  pastor.  On  August  7th,  1  883,  is  the  first  record  of  a  member  conducting  the 
devotional.  On  down  through  the  years  this  society  has  come,  surmounting  diffi- 
culties, sometimes  holding  meetings  on  the  steps  when  upon  reaching  the  church 
the  doors  would  be  found  locked.  Today  the  Mary  Hambrick  Missionary  Society, 
as  we  are  now  called,  numbers  10  8,  daughters  and  granddaughters  of  these 
charter  members.  Three  names  from  this  roll  were  placed  in  the  Book  of  Re- 
membrance, as  was  also  the  society's  name.  Miss  Anna  Webb  has  held  almost 
every  office  in  the  society,  being  president  a  number  of  years.  Deaconess  Mary 
Edith  Nichols  is  a  member  of  the  auxiliary,  and  another  member,  Mrs.  Mamie 
Merritt,  was  secretary  of  the  Durham  District  for  three  years.  During  that  time 
the  Belle  Bennett  Memorial  Fund  was  completed  and  the  Lucy  Cuninggim  Fund 
was  raised.  Our  Young  People  were  organized  by  Mrs.  S.  G.  Winstead  and 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Snipes  in  1912,  we  think,  and  our  Bright  Jewels  by  Miss  Pattie 
Satterfield  between  1  8  80  and  1  88  3 — we  have  no  records. — Mrs.  Mamie  Merritt. 

New  Hope  Church,  November  3rd,  1879. — "16th.  November  3rd,  1  879. 
New  Hope  Church,  Roanoke  Circuit.  President,  Mrs.  R.  O.  Burton;  vice-presi- 
dent, Mrs.  John  White;  corresponding  secretary,  Miss  Ada  Perkins;  recording 
secretary,  Miss  Fannie  Perkins;  treasurer,  Miss  Jennie  Day.  Members,  10;  money 
collected,  $8.00." 

Kinston,  November  17th,  1879. — "17th.  November  16th,  1  879.  Kinston. 
President,  Mrs.  Sue  D.  Swindell;  vice-presidents,  Mrs.  A.  B.  Miller,  Mrs.  A. 
Fields,  Mrs.  M.  Griffin,  and  Mrs.  D.  A.  R.  Miller;  corresponding  secretary, 
Mrs.  E.  E.  Midgett;   recording  secretary,  Mrs.  Ida  Harvey;   treasurer,  Mrs. 


Seven  Times  Seven 


57 


S.  W.  Edmundson.  Members,  13;  money  collected,  $5.70."  Of  the  charter  mem- 
bers, Mrs.  Swindell,  Mrs.  Harvey,  and  Mrs.  M.  J.  Jackson  are  living.  Mrs. 
Swindell  served  as  president  during  the  four  years  of  her  husband's  pastorate  here, 
and  was  succeded  by  Mrs.  Joe  White,  with  Mrs.  Harvey  as  treasurer,  and  Miss 
Bettie  Hooker  as  recording  secretary.  For  a  few  years  Mrs.  W.  B.  Lee,  who,  later, 
went  with  her  husband,  a  missionary  of  the  parent  board,  to  Brazil,  was  president. 
The  life  of  the  auxiliary  has  been  continuous  and  of  steady  growth.  The  older 
members  of  our  conference  remember  with  loving  appreciation  the  splendid  work 
done  by  Mrs.  Swindell  as  the  conference  corresponding  secretary.  We  of  the 
Kinston  Auxiliary  think  of  her  as  our  "missionary  mother,"  and  in  grateful 
appreciation  of  her  efforts  in  its  organization,  and  sympathetic  and  prayerful 
interest  through  these  forty-nine  years,  have  recently  named  our  auxiliary  the 
"Sue  D.  Swindell  Missionary  Society  of  Queen  Street  Church."  In  1  895  a  Bright 
Jewel  Band  was  organized  with  Miss  Capitola  Grainger,  now  Mrs.  D.  T.  Ed- 
wards, as  lady  manager.  A  member  of  that  band,  Orville  Jobson,  is  a  missionary 
in  Africa. — Mrs.  N.  B.  Moore. 

Greensboro  Female  College,  November  21st,  1879. — "18th.  November  21st, 
1879.  Greensboro  Female  College.  President,  Mrs.  L.  Jones;  vice-presidents, 
Miss  Gena  Bumpass,  Miss  Dora  Jones,  and  Miss  Bessie  Easley;  corresponding 
secretary,  Miss  Lou  Borden;  recording  secretary,  Miss  A.  Jones;  treasurer,  Miss 
Laura  Nelson.  Members,  21;  money  collected,  $3.35."  This  auxiliary  was  organ- 
ized by  Mrs.  F.  M.  Bumpass  in  the  college  parlors.  Of  the  charter  members,  all 
who  are  known  to  be  living  are  Mrs.  Flora  Mahn  Kendall,  of  Goldsboro;  Mrs. 
F.  G.  James,  and  Mrs.  James  Brown,  of  Greenville;  and  Mrs.  Duncan,  of 
Beaufort;  who  were  Flora  Mahn,  of  Wilmington;  Mangie  Cherry  and  "Puss" 
Moore,  of  Greenville;  and  Laura  Nelson  of  Beaufort.  It  would  seem  almost 
reprehensible  to  write  a  history  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  the  North 
Carolina  Conference  without  bringing  in  something  of  the  influence  this  college 
has  had  in  its  making.  This  school  was  chartered  in  1  83  8  as  Greensboro  Female 
College,  the  second  oldest  chartered  institution  for  women  in  the  south.  The 
cornerstone  of  the  first  building  was  laid  in  1  843,  and  in  1846  the  school  opened 
its  doors  for  students.  Six  years  later  Ellen  Morphis  entered  its  portals,  spending 
four  years  as  a  student  and  three  years  as  a  teacher  within  its  walls.  Whether 
the  spirit  of  missions  was  already  active  there,  or  whether  it  was  the  result  of 
the  influence  of  her  strong  personality  which  was  so  intensely  missionary  that 
she  must  have  seemed  to  radiate  missions  as  the  sun  its  heat,  very  certain  it  is  that 
from  those  early  years  a  strong  and  active  missionary  atmosphere  has  pervaded 
the  school.  A  true  missionary  in  heart  from  her  childhood,  it  was  there  that  Ellen 
Morphis  veritably  received  the  call  from  God  to  carry  His  message  unto  the 
uttermost  parts  of  the  earth.  We  heard  "Aunt  Bumpass"  tell  the  story  of  how, 
while  kneeling  in  prayer  in  the  "amen  corner"  of  old  West  Market  Street  Church 
in  Greensboro,  a  vision  of  her  future  life  as  a  missionary  in  China  passed  before 
her.  She  accepted  this  as  a  direct  call  from  God,  and  "not  being  disobedient  unto 
the  heavenly  vision,"  thenceforth  all  her  energies  were  concentrated  toward  that 
one  purpose,  and  finally  the  vision  became  a  reality.  It  told  in  the  work  that 
Mrs.  Lucy  Armfield  Cuninggim  and  Mrs.  Ellen  White  Willis,  both  pastors' 
wives,  did  for  the  cause  of  missions  as  they  went  from  place  to  place  with  their 
husbands,  organizing  societies  wherever  there  were  none,  strengthening  those 
already  organized,  and  afterwards  in  the  more  far  reaching  influence  both 
exerted  at  different  times  as  president  of  the  conference  society.  It  is  still  telling 
in  the  beautiful  life  of  Mrs.  L.  M.  Hendren,  our  own  "Aunt  Lizzie"  who  for 
so  many  years  led  the  children  in  the  missionary  cause  in  North  Carolina.  Lucy 
Armfield,  Ellen  White,  and  Lizzie  Mayhew  were  all  at  G.  F.  C.  with  Ellen 
Morphis.  In  the  passing  years  many  girls  have  gone  out  from  its  walls  carrying 
with  them  the  love  and  the  spirit  of  missions,  and  bearing  the  impress  of  the 
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wonderful  lives  of  Mrs.  T.  M.  Jones,  Mrs.  Lucy  Cuninggim  who  had  made 
Greensboro  her  home,  and  Mrs.  Lucy  Robertson,  who  in  the  many  years  of  her 
connection  with  old  G.  F.  C,  now  "G.  C.  W."  (Greensboro  College  for  Women), 
as  teacher,  president,  and  emeritus  president,  has  probably  touched  the  lives  of 
more  Methodist  girls  in  our  state  than  any  other  women  in  it,  influencing  their 
lives  for  future  missionary  service  as  she  held  up  before  them  high  ideals  of 
missions  by  both  precept  and  example.  Among  these  girls  we  think  of  Laura 
Brower,  now  Mrs.  W.  R.  Harris  of  Asheville,  who  has  for  many  years  been  one 
of  the  most  outstanding  women  in  North  Carolina  Methodism,  as  editor  of  the 
woman's  page  in  the  Advocate  for  the  Western  Carolina  Conference,  conference 
officer  and  Jubilee  historian  for  her  conference  ■>  of  Lula  Hester  (Mrs.  J.  M. 
Rhodes),  wife  of  the  president  of  Littleton  College — it  was  not  only  as  a  student 
at  G.  F.  C.  that  her  life  counted  for  so  much  that  was  worth  while,  but  during 
the  years  as  president's  wife,  she  exerted  such  a  spiritual  power  among  the 
student  body,  that  perhaps  more  missionaries,  deaconesses,  and  church  workers 
have  gone  out  from  Littleton  College  than  from  any  other  in  our  North  Carolina 
Methodism.  Our  beloved  Mrs.  C.  M.  Earley  (May  Edla  Smith),  so  recently 
resigned  as  president  of  our  conference  society,  claims  G.  F.  C.  as  her  alma  mater, 
as  does  her  sister,  Mrs.  M.  T.  Plyler  (Epie  Smith),  who  is  so  well  known  in 
the  literary  circles  of  our  society  through  her  work  as  writer,  editor,  and  publicity 
superintendent.  Lizzie  Davis  not  only  told  the  old,  old  story  to  the  girls  while  in 
college,  but  has  for  years  as  a  missionary  and  a  missionary's  wife,  been  telling 
it  to  others  in  Brazil.  Lillie  Moore  (Mrs.  J.  LeGrand  Everett),  Pearl  Stimpson 
(Mrs.  F.  B.  McKinne),  and  hundreds  of  others,  students  and  graduates  of  old 
G.  F.  C.  through  all  the  past  years,  arevproving  blessings  to  countless  communi- 
ties throughout  church  and  state.  In  fact,  Rev.  M.  T.  Plyler  was  heard  to  remark 
at  our  annual  meeting  in  Wilmington,  that  "this  session  could  very  well  pass  for 
an  alumnae  meeting  of  old  G.  F.  C." — Mrs.  Flora  Mahn  Kendall. 

In  Wilson,  December  5th,  1879,  at  the  first  annual  meeting  of 
the  conference  society,  it  was  reported  that  there  had  been  20  auxili- 
aries organized  since  the  organization  meeting  in  December,  1878, 
with  "about  450  members,"  and  $453.55  collected.  Miss  Fentress  lists 
only  the  18  just  recorded,  within  that  period,  the  official  minutes  do 
not  include  any  others,  and  no  auxiliary  historian  has  sent  a  record  of 
any  others  than  those  listed.  The  auxiliary  historians  of  Charlotte  and 
Statesville  have  found  local  data  sufficient  to  prove  that  auxiliaries  had 
been  organized  in  both  places  before  or  during  that  year,  though  they 
were  evidently  not  reported  promptly  to  the  conference  officers.  The 
only  auxiliary  reported  by  Mrs.  Bumpass  in  May  of  1880,  and  living 
today,  for  which  the  conference  historian  can  find  no  data  at  all  re- 
garding its  organization  date,  is  Pittsboro.  An  auxiliary  there  was  or- 
ganized in  the  church  with  1 5  members,  met  regularly,  with  continued 
increase  in  membership,  subscribers  to  the  Woman's  Missionary  Advo- 
cate, and  in  general  interest. 

Louisburg,  1866.  In  1866,  probably  prior  to  that  date,  there  was  a  Parson- 
age Aid  Society  in  Louisburg,  which  did  missionary  work  of  some  kind.  The 
members  raised  a  part  of  their  money  by  making  articles  which  they  sold  to  the 
college  girls,  and  the  collection  from  one  monthly  Sunday  service  was  to  be  used 
by  the  women  for  missions.  In  that  year  Mr.  Fletcher  Reid  was  here  either  as 
pastor  or  as  president  of  the  college.  In  18  70  Uncle  Jesse  Cuninggim  organized 
the  first  missionary  society  in  this  church.  Mrs.  Julia  S.  Barrow,  who  is  living 


Seven  Times  Seven 


59 


in  Louisburg  now  and  is  ninety  years  old,  was  president  of  the  missionary  society 
at  some  time  during-  Uncle  Jesse's  pastorate.  The  records  were  lost  in  a  fire  a 
few  years  ago,  and  no  one  seems  to  be  able  to  recall  much  that  transpired  for 
awhile,  but  there  was  an  organization.  Later,  for  some  time,  there  was  both  a 
parsonage  aid  and  a  missionary  society,  practically  the  same  women  belonging 
to  both.  Before  1  895  there  was  one  young  woman,  Miss  Josephine  Pleasants,  who 
had  a  great  missionary  spirit,  and  though  an  invalid,  herself,  she  sent  boxes  to 
Miss  Leila  Roberts  in  Saltillo,  Mexico,  quilts,  along  with  other  articles  and 
money.  She  did  this  for  a  number  of  years.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  M.  T.  Plyler  did  a 
great  deal  to  help  the  women  in  their  auxiliary  work  while  he  was  pastor  here. 
Then  there  were  Mrs.  F.  B.  McKinne  and  Mrs.  T.  A.  Person,  who  were  very 
active  in  the  auxiliary,  and  while  members  of  it  were  elected  to  conference 
offices.  There  are  three  living  charter  members  of  this  old  society,  all  of  them 
having  passed  their  90th  birthdays.  One  of  them,  Mrs.  Celeste  Smith,  the  oldest  ' 
of  the  three,  though  confined  to  her  bed,  teaches  a  Sunday  school  class  at  her 
bedside  when  she  is  well  enough.  The  other  two  are  Mrs.  Julia  Barrow  and 
Mrs.  Lou  Hill  Davis,  both  of  whom  were  active  in  conference  work  as  well 
as  the  auxiliary  interests  during  those  pioneer  days  of  our  conference  society. 
This  old  society  was  recorded  by  Miss  Fentress  under  date  of  "February  1st, 
1880,  with  these  officers:  President,  Mrs.  W.  C.  Doub;  vice-presidents,  Mrs.  C. 
Malone  and  Mrs.  M.  S.  Davis  (Lou  Hill  Davis)  ;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs. 
M.  E.  Fuller;  treasurer,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Barrow.  Money  collected,  $8.00."  The 
auxiliary  today  is  thoroughly  alive  and  active  in  all  the  departments,  doing  good 
work. — Mrs.  M.  C.  Pleasants. 

Tarboro,  December  I5thy  1879. — There  was  one  other  auxiliary  organized 
in  1879,  which  completes  the  list  of  organizations  for  that  year,  so  far  as  this 
historian  has  been  able  to  locate  them.  The  local  records  of  the  society  at  Tarboro 
have  been  preserved,  and  an  article  telling  of  its  organization  appeared  in  the 
"Raleigh  Christian  Advocate"  of  that  date.  The  ladies  met  in  the  church  in 
Tarboro  on  Monday,  15th  of  December,  and  under  Mrs.  Sue  D.  Swindell 
organized  an  auxiliary  with  12  members.  Miss  Mary  Whitehurst  was  called  to 
the  chair,  and  Mrs.  B.  Pender  chosen  as  secretary  pro  tern.  A  permanent  organi- 
zation was  effected  by  electing  these  officers:  President,  Miss  Mary  Whitehurst; 
vice-presidents,  Mrs.  Patience  Porter,  Mrs.  Sallie  Lawrence,  Mrs.  Matilda  Keech, 
and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Lipscomb;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Arnold; 
recording  secretary,  Mrs.  Bettie  Pender;  Mrs.  Swindell  read  the  constitution  and 
by-laws  recommended  for  use  in  organizing  auxiliaries,  and  suggested  that  the 
secretary  be  instructed  to  write  to  Mrs.  D.  H.  McGavock  for  a  book  containing 
instructions  for  forming  auxiliaries.  Among  the  names  of  members  were  those 
of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  Arnold.  Mr,  Raven  was  written  to  for  copies  of  the 
"Southern  Missionary  Herald."  At  one  meeting  Mrs.  Wheeler  moved  that  no 
subject  except  on  missionary  matters  be  introduced  during  the  hour  devoted  to 
the  meeting  of  the  society.  The  motion  carried  with  the  amendment  to  charge 
five  cents  for  every  violation  of  this  rule.  On  November  5th,  1  880,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  draw  up  resolutions  on  the  death  of  "sister  Elizabeth  Arnold." 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Keech  and  Mrs.  Mike  Bradshaw  are  the  only  living  charter  members. 
Mrs.  Bradshaw,  a  niece  and  namesake  of  the  president,  joined  the  society  when 
little  more  than  a  child. — Mrs.  Claude  Wilson. 

The  Children  Are  Organized 
At  the  very  first  annual  meeting  of  the  General  Executive  Associa- 
tion "there  was  a  pleasant  interlude  concerning  the  organization  of 
children's  missionary  societies."  At  the  next  meeting,  1880,  ten 
juvenile  societies  in  the  whole  connection  were  reported,  two  of  them 
in  the  North  Carolina  Conference.  Mrs.  McGavock  called  attention 
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to  this  feature  of  the  work,  saying  that  it  was  not  developing  as  rapidly 
as  it  should,  but  reminding  the  association  that  while  it  was  desired  to 
interest  and  organize  the  children,  their  relation  to  the  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Society  had  not  been  defined.  The  discipline  required  the  or- 
ganization of  missionary  societies  in  each  Sunday  school  under  the 
direction  of  the  General  and  Conference  Boards,  in  view  of  which, 
the  Association  adopted  the  recommendation  made  by  a  special  com- 
mittee on  children's  societies,  that  wherever  it  was  practicable  to  do 
so  without  conflicting  with  pre-existing  arrangements,  young  people 
and  children  should  be  organized  into  auxiliaries  and  some  amount 
of  membership  dues  be  fixed.  By  1881  the  number  of  juvenile  and 
young  people's  societies  had  increased  to  76  with  2,337  members,  two 
of  these  (Greensboro  and  Cary)  with  116  members  being  in  this 
conference.  A  special  committee  was  appointed  to  consider  a  consti- 
tution for  juvenile  societies  which  had  been  presented  by  one  of  the 
members.  Its  report,  after  being  freely  discussed  and  amended  was 
adopted.  This  provided  a  very  simple  constitution  and  "suggestions," 
which,  with  a  few  amendments  from  time  to  time,  was  in  force  until 
1910,  when  separate  constitutions  and  by-laws  were  provided  for 
young  people  and  children  by  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council. 

Pioneer  Children's  Societies 

"Busy  Bees,"  Greensboro,  1876.  If  the  memory  of  our  Dr.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson 
is  not  at  fault,  there  was  a  very  wide  awake  juvenile  society  functioning  in 
Greensboro,  as  far  back  as  1876,  organized  and  conducted  by  Mrs.  F.  M.  Bump- 
ass  under  the  name  "Busy  Bees." 

Chafel  Hill,  1877.  Upon  the  insistence  of  her  own  children  and  their  little 
friends,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Martin,  in  1  877,  organized  a  children's  missionary  society 
in  Chapel  Hill  for  the  purpose  of  making  money  to  send  to  Dr.  A.  P.  Parker's 
school  for  boys  in  Soochow,  China.  The  children  had  become  greatly  interested 
in  this  school  from  hearing  Dr.  Parker's  letters  read  and  discussed  by  their 
parents,  but  the  little  society  immediately  followed  an  appeal,  made  by  Rev.  J.  F. 
Heitman  to  his  congregation  one  Sunday  morning,  to  help  with  the  work  of  the 
Lord,  going  to  work  if  necessary  to  raise  the  money  needed.  There  were  nine 
little  girls,  Mary  Lee  Martin,  Lizzie  Reid  Martin,  Clara  Josephine  Martin, 
Rose  Utley,  Jennie  Alexander,  Carrie  Pell,  Lula  Pell,  Minnie  Mangum  and 
Ettie  Mangum.  They  gave  all  the  money  they  could  and  then  in  various  ways 
made  enough  to  pay  for  one  boy's  education  in  Dr.  Parker's  school  for  several 
years.  The  fruits  of  this  society  have  already  been  noted. 

Carthage,  1878.  According  to  local  records  a  juvenile  missionary  society 
was  organized  in  Carthage  in  1  878  by  Mrs.  W.  T.  Jones,  with  these  charter  mem- 
bers: Delia  Humber,  Fannie  Cox,  Sallie  Frizzelle,  Virgil  Kelly,  Braxton  Shields, 
Lena  Muse,  Nannie  Muse,  Lelia  Stewart,  and  Ida  Stewart. 

Scattered  throughout  the  conference  there  were  juvenile  mission- 
ary societies  in  the  Sunday  schools.  One,  the  "Busy  Bees,"  was  organ- 
ized in  Halifax  on  the  9th  of  May,  1879,  by  the  Sunday  school  super- 
intendent, Mr.  George  T.  Simmons.  Its  life  was  not  very  long,  but 
those  of  its  members  who  lived  to  be  men  and  women  lived  and  are 
living  lives  of  usefulness  in  the  church  wherever  they  are.  Another 
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was  the  "May belle  Uf  church  Missionary  Society/'  organized  in  March, 
1879,  in  Raleigh.  Miss  Bernice  Gulley,  still  living  in  Raleigh  was  a 
member  of  it.  There  were  several  of  these  groups  in  Raleigh.  Miss 
Grizzie  Bagley,  for  many  years  a  faithful  Sunday  school  teacher, 
used  to  hold  Sunday  afternoon  meetings  in  her  home.  Fab  Brown, 
Oscar  Green,  and  Fuller  Reid  were  some  of  the  members  of  her  band. 

Weldon,  1880.  A  children's  society  was  organized  in  Weldon  in  1  880  through 
the  influence  of  Mrs.  Sallie  Long,  Miss  Mollie  Alston,  Mrs.  Bedie  Evans  Mabry, 
and  Miss  Maggie  Sledge  who  was  made  president.  Rev.  J.  M.  Rhodes  in  1880 
and  Rev.  W.  L.  Cuninggim  in  1881  interested  themselves  in  the  children's  work. 
Mr.  H.  C.  Spiers,  an  earnest  Christian,  coming  to  Weldon  about  this  time,  at 
once  identified  himself  with  Sunday  school  and  church  work,  especially  among 
the  children.  There  were  no  missionary  organizations  here  then,  but  Mrs.  N.  H. 
D.  Wilson,  and  later,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black,  came  and  held  enthusiastic  meetings  in 
the  church,  talking  on  the  juvenile  missionary  work,  after  which  our  little 
society  became  connectional,  Mr.  Spiers  being  appointed  manager.  Miss  Laura 
Powers  and  others  became  interested  and  the  band  grew  rapidly.  Mrs.  H.  C. 
Spiers  was  elected  lady  manager  soon  after  her  marriage,  and  at  one  time  the 
organization  numbered  90  members,  and  much  good  work  was  done.  Miss  Laura 
Powers  has  been  the  treasurer  over  36  years,  and  has  been  the  leading  spirit  in 
holding  it  together. — Mrs.  Ida  T.  Wilkins. 

Gary  Helpers,  1880.  Some  time  in  1  880,  Mrs.  Baker,  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Wilson, 
gathered  the  children  of  Cary  around  her  in  her  own  room,  and  from  her  bed, 
for  she  was  an  invalid,  she  organized  them  into  a  missionary  society,  with  their 
own  officers.  It  was  a  thriving  society  from  the  beginning,  and  for  many  years 
was  managed  by  Mrs.  Baker,  raising  money,  holding  meetings,  and  sending  dele- 
gates to  the  annual  meetings. 

Wilson,  May,  1881.  A  juvenile  missionary  society  was  organized  in  Wilson 
in  May,  1881,  called  the  "Wilson  Gatherers,"  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  J.  H.  Guinn. 

Kinston,  1881.  Some  time  in  1881,  a  children's  society,  the  "Little  Workers," 
was  organized  in  Kinston,  by  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell. 

Roxboro,  1881  or  1882.  Miss  Pattie  Satterfield  and  Miss  Emma  Boone  in 
1881  or  1882  at  the  latest,  organized  a  juvenile  society  in  Roxboro.  The  first 
lady  manager  and  the  real  pioneer  spirit  for  the  first  few  years  was  Miss  Pattie 
Satterfield.  I  am  personally  proud  of  this  because  she's  my  great  aunt.  Her  love 
of  and  devotion  to  the  children  were  outstanding.  She  gave  up  the  work  only 
when  her  health  became  too  poor  for  her  to  keep  it  up.  Then  she  sent  for  Miss 
Anna  Webb  and  asked  her  to  take  the  children's  work  till  she  got  well.  She 
never  got  well  and  Miss  Anna  Webb  put  in  13  years  of  faithful  service.  A 
worthy  successor  to  Miss  Anna  was  Mrs.  W.  R.  Hambrick,  who  had  charge 
of  the  children  for  13  more  years.  She  too  was  most  faithful  and  not  only 
collected  dues,  carried  out  programs,  had  mite  box  openings,  but  made  the 
youngsters  happy  many  times  with  delicious  tea  cakes,  lemonade,  etc.  It  was  Mrs. 
Hambrick  who,  two  months  after  my  mother  came  to  Roxboro,  handed  the  whole 
thing,  roll  book  included,  over  to  her,  and  she  will  soon  complete  29  years  of 
managing  the  Bright  Jewels.  The  work  has  grown  to  the  extent  that  assistants 
are  needed,  one  for  each  division.  It  is  interesting  to  recall  these  assistants  and 
the  help  and  comfort  they  proved  to  be — Mrs.  E.  M.  Snipes  with  her  Junior 
Laymen ;  Mrs.  J.  Burrows,  efficient  leader  of  the  larger  children,  the  "Lamp- 
lighters," meant  much  to  them  spiritually ;  and  Mrs.  Sanders  with  the  Primaries, 
good  anywhere,  is  particularly  so  with  these  children.  Great  things  should  be 
accomplished.  Last  week  $100.00  was  given  to  us  to  start  a  fund  which  shall  be 
known  as  the  Pattie  Satterfield  Fund,  the  interest  of  which  shall  be  applied  to 
our  children's  work. — Ida  Satterfield  Winstead,  Junior  Historian.  (This  historian 
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is  the  youngest  contributor  to  the  pages  of  this  book,  being  about  12  years  old, 
and  her  sketch  appears  just  as  she  wrote  it  except  that  some  re-arrangement  was 
done  to  shorten  it. — L.  M.  E.) 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  children's  societies  organized  before 
General  Conference,  Board,  or  conference  authorization,  that  the 
spirit  of  missions  was  working  to  good  effect  among  the  children  of 
the  North  Carolina  Conference,  that  the  seed-sowing  was  upon  fertile 
soil  and  gave  promise,  with  cultivation,  of  bearing  much  fruit,  fruit 
in  more  than  a  tithe  of  possessions  set  apart  as  offerings  to  Him  whose 
stewards  all  His  children  are,  in  consecrated  personalities,  in  devoted 
lives. 

Mrs.  Campbell's  "Rosebuds" 

Along  about  the  time  these  scattered  children's  societies  were 
springing  up  in  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  the  same  spirit  was 
moving  in  the  Virginia  Conference,  beginning,  however,  in  a  parson- 
age within  the  bounds  of  the  Old  North  State.  We  will  let  one  of 
the  "Rosebuds"  tell  the  story  herself : 

"It  was  during  the  year  of  1  878,  that  a  mother  in  a  Methodist  parsonage, 
in  Gatesville,  N.  C.  (which  territory  was  then  within  the  bounds  of  the  Virginia 
Conference),  called  her  own  children  around  her,  and  told  them  of  the  children 
of  the  world  who  knew  not  Jesus.  She  formed  them  into  a  missionary  society, 
with  an  aim  before  them,  and  the  election  of  officers  with  specific  duties.  So  the 
prayers,  the  thought,  the  oft  repeated  conversations  with  a  dear  Baptist  friend 
about  a  child's  missionary  society,  were  brought  into  reality  by  Mrs.  Thomas 
H.  Campbell,  the  wife  of  the  preacher  then  in  charge  of  Gates  Circuit,  and  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  Henry  D.  Wood  of  the  Virginia  Conference. 

"On  the  staff  of  the  'Richmond  Christian  Advocate'  at  that  time  was  Rev. 
J.  B.  Laurens,  affectionately  known  as  'Uncle  Larry'  to  thousands  of  Methodists, 
through  its  children's  page.  The  secretary  of  this  little  missionary  society,  little 
Virgie  Campbell,  wrote  to  Uncle  Larry  and  told  him  all  about  their  desire  to 
form  a  'Child's  Missionary  Society,'  beginning  in  her  own  home  with  each  child 
a  working,  contributing  member,  and  asked  him  if  he  would  tell  all  the  other 
little  folks  of  the  Advocate  about  it,  urging  them  to  join  it  too.  'Uncle  Larry' 
at  once  joined  the  society,  himself,  and  after  some  correspondence  and  letters 
in  the  Advocate,  he  agreed  to  be  at  the  head  of  a  general  organization,  the 
immediate  aim  of  which  was  to  raise  all  the  money  they  could  to  support,  if 
they  liked,  a  missionary  in  China,  Mexico,  or  Brazil.  So  on  Wednesday,  the  1st 
of  January,  1879,  the  'Rosebud  Missionary  Society'  of  the  Virginia  Conference 
was  organized,  and  the  same  constitution  and  by-laws  adopted  by  the  first  society 
have  served  the  Rosebuds  for  nearly  these  48  years.  In  1892  the  Rosebud  Society 
put  herself  under  the  patronage  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  M.  E.  Church,  South, 
and  so  she  has  worked.  In  spreading  the  influence  of  the  Rosebuds,  'Uncle  Larry' 
was  succeeded  by  'Uncle  Lorry,'  and  now  'Uncle  Larry'  2nd  guides  the  pen  on 
the  famous  Rosebud  page  of  the  Advocate,  thereby  holding  the  heartstrings  of 
the  Methodist  children  of  Virginia.  The  society  was  called  'Rosebuds'  in  honor 
of  its  first  president,  little  seven-year-old  Rosebud  Campbell,  and  while  the 
father,  Rev.  T.  H.  Campbell,  died  many  years  ago,  'Dear  Grandma,'  as  Mrs. 
Campbell  was  affectionately  known  by  all  Rosebuds,  lived  until  1920,  seeing  the 
development  through  the  years  of  her  idea  of  a  'Child's  Missionary  Society,' 
and  thousands  of  Rosebuds  are  still  privileged  to  pay  loving  obeisance  to  'Queen 
Rosebud'  who  lives  among  them." — May  Edla  Smith  Earley. 
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Evans  Church,  1880.  "A  Rosebud"  missionary  society  was  organized  at 
Evans  Church,  Hertford  Circuit,  Chowan  County,  N.  C,  in  June,  1  880.  The 
records  of  this  organization  have  been  misplaced,  but  one  of  its  members,  my 
sister,  has  her  certificate  of  membership,  giving  date  of  organization,  and  for 
many  years  it  was  a  flourishing  society. — Miss  L.  Willie  Evans. 

Murfreesboro,  1880.  Another  "Rosebud"  society  was  organized  in  1  880,  in 
Murfreesboro,  N.  C.  It  did  fine  work,  and  when  that  territory  was  transferred 
to  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  changed  its  name  to  "Bright  Jewels." 

"Aunt  Mary's  Bright  Jewels" 
The  "Bright  Jewels"  are  as  well  known  in  the  North  Carolina 
Conference,  and  for  many  years  "Aunt  Mary"  was  as  well  beloved 
by  them,  as  was  true  of  the  "Rosebuds"  and  "Uncle  Larry"  in  the 
Virginia  Conference.  For  some  time  before  March  of  1882,  loving, 
tender,  helpful  little  letters  had  been  appearing  in  the  Raleigh  Christian 
Advocate  on  the  children's  page,  signed  simply  "Aunt  Mary."  This 
story  of  the  organization  of  the  "Bright  Jewels"  is  told  by  a  member 
of  that  children's  society  organized  in  Chapel  Hill  in  1877,  and  the 
wife  of  a  member  of  that  other  one  which  was  organized  in  Greens- 
boro before  1876,  who  has,  from  that  early  date,  been  a  zealous,  earn- 
est worker  in  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  the  conference,  and 
auxiliary  wherever  her  husband's  work  as  pastor  has  taken  them — 
Minnie  Mangum  Wilson — than  whom  of  our  women,  none  is  better 
loved  or  more  greatly  honored  or  highly  valued. 

The  Story  of  Our  "Bright  Jewels" 

"Before  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference 
was  organized  in  1  878,  the  children  of  the  conference  had  begun  to  work  for 
missions.  As  early  as  1870  'Aunt  Bumpass'  (Mrs.  Frances  M.  Webb  Bumpass) 
organized  the  'Busy  Bees'  in  Greensboro.  There  was  a  children's  society  in  Raleigh 
quite  early.  In  1877,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Martin  of  Chapel  Hill,  after  getting  the  per- 
mission of  the  missionary  secretary,  Dr.  A.  W.  Wilson,  organized  her  own  chil- 
dren and  the  neighborhood  children  into  a  missionary  society.  I  was  a  member 
of  that  society.  The  stories  of  these  several  pioneer  children's  societies  have 
alreday  been  told  you  by  your  conference  historian. 

"In  March,  1882,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black,  then  one  of  the  vice-presidents  of  the 
conference  society,  organized  the  children's  work  and  gave  them  the  name, 
'Bright  Jewels.'  (This  is  how  it  came  about.  Mrs.  Black's  husband  was  one  of 
the  editors  of  the  Raleigh  Christian  Advocate,  and  one  page  of  it  was  given 
over  to  her  for  the  children.  She  had  been  writing  letters  to  them,  and  they  to 
her,  for  some  time,  when  one  day,  the  25th  of  January,  1882,  after  writing  so 
sweetly  to  them  of  Jesus'  love  for  them  and  the  beautiful  things  He  did  for 
them,  she  told  them  she  wanted  them  to  do  something  splendid  for  Him.  Then 
she  explained  how  they  might  form  little  societies  to  work  together  to  make  and 
to  save  money  to  send  the  good  news  of  Jesus  and  His  love  to  the  great  many 
little  girls  and  boys  who  had  never  heard  of  Him,  who  died  to  save  them  also. 
She  told  them  of  the  children  in  Virginia  with  their  'Uncle  Larry'  to  lead  them, 
and  said:  'Now,  dear  children,  you  must  every  one  pray  that  God  will  put  it  into 
the  kind  heart  of  some  one  in  North  Carolina  to  help  you  and  in  so  doing  be 
blessed  by  Him  who  in  tender  loving  tones  whispers  to  His  faithful  followers, 
'Feed  my  lambs.' 

(This  letter  was  answered  by  a  "little  Mary"  on  the  15th  of  February.  It 
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was  a  beautiful  letter.  "Little  Mary"  had  been  reading-  "Aunt  Mary's"  and 
"Uncle  Larry's"  letters  in  the  Advocates,  and  had  fallen  in  love  with  them  both. 
She  said:  "You  say  you  love  to  talk  to  children  and  I  know  you  love  Jesus  or  you 
would  never  have  written  this  little  piece  to  us.  It  seems  to  me  that  you  are  just 
the  right  person  to  help  us  to  work  for  Jesus.  If  you  or  some  other  kind  friend 
would  be  Aunt  Mary  or  Uncle  Larry  to  us,  perhaps  we  might  do  big  things  after 
awhile.  I  love  Jesus  and  am  willing  and  anxious  to  work  for  Him."  When  Aunt 
Mary  answered  this  dear  little  letter,  on  the  22nd  of  February,  she  said  she  had 
indeed  had  no  thought  of  becoming  the  leader  for  which  they  were  to  pray,  for 
she  "hoped  that  'Uncle  Jesse'  or  'Aunt  Lucy'  or  some  other  capable  person,  loving 
supremely  the  Great  Shepherd  and  caring  for  the  tender  lambs,  would  come 
forward  and  offer  their  help  to  the  wee  ones  who  are  willing  to  work  for 
Jesus."  She  appreciated  little  Mary's  selecting  her  for  their  leader,  and,  the  editors 
joining  in  her  request,  she  accepted  the  responsibility,  and  began  at  once  to  plan 
for  organizing.  In  another  letter  on  the  29th  of  March,  she  told  them  how  the 
name  "Bright  Jewels"  had  been  suggested  to  her  by  that  verse  in  Malachi,  "And 
they  shall  be  mine,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  in  that  day  when  I  make  up  my 
jewels,"  and  the  memory  of  the  sweet  voices  of  an  infant  class  she  used  to  teach 
singing  the  children's  Jewels  Song, 

"Little  children,  little  children, 

Who  love  their  Redeemer, 
Are  the  jewels,  precious  jewels, 

His  loved  and  His  own." 

She  said  also  that  the  first  name  on  the  list  of  Bright  Jewels  was  Mary  Blanche 
Blackwell,  of  Townesville,  N.  C,  the  "Little  Helpers"  of  Snipesville  coming 
next.  L.  M.  E.).  "The  children  soon  came  to  love  Aunt  Mary  and  through  her 
guidance  and  help  the  work  grew  rapidly.  She  did  a  wonderful  work,  leading 
the  children  until  her  death  in  1  893,  on  the  29th  of  October. 

"After  Mrs.  Black's  death,  Mrs.  L.  M.  Hendren  was  elected  to  fill  her 
place  and  to  carry  on  the  work.  This  she  did  faithfully,  and  the  children  soon 
came  to  love  Aunt  Lizzie  too.  About  this  time  Dr.  Annie  Walter,  afterwards 
Mrs.  Fearn,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Woman's  Missionary  Advocate,  telling  of  the 
need  for  a  hospital  for  children  in  China.  Bishop  Galloway,  just  back  from 
China,  added  his  endorsement.  It  proved  a  great  opportunity  to  the  children  of 
our  conference  to  honor  'Aunt  Mary,'  and  also  to  do  a  much  needed  work. 
Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell,  the  conference  corresponding  secretary,  asked  and  secured 
for  them  the  privilege  of  building  a  ward  in  the  Soochow  Hospital  to  be  known 
as  the  Mary  Black  Ward.  At  Mrs.  McGavock's  suggestion  they  enlarged  their 
plan  and  built  a  hall,  which  they  called  the  Mary  Black  Hospital.  The  Bright 
Jewels  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  raised  all  the  money  necessary  for  this 
hall  except  $500.00  which  was  raised  by  the  'Light  Bearers'  of  the  Western  North 
Carolina  Conference.  For  years  the  Mary  Black  Hospital  was  the  special  of  the 
Bright  Jewels. 

"Under  Mrs.  Hendren's  care  the  work  grew  steadily.  She  continued  to  lead 
the  children  until  the  two  societies,  foreign  and  home,  were  united,  and  she  felt 
that  the  combined  work  would  be  too  heavy  for  one  of  her  age.  I  was  elected 
to  succeed  her.  Thus  for  more  than  fifteen  years  I  have  been  closely  associated 
with  the  work.  Besides  the  thousands  of  dollars  which  have  been  sent  to  carry 
on  the  work  in  the  field,  I  have  seen  the  growing  influence  of  the  work  in  train- 
ing the  children  themselves.  Only  He  who  loves  little  children  can  know  the 
vast  work  which  the  Bright  Jewels  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  have 
accomplished." — Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson. 

Edenton  Street,  Raleigh,  1882.  When  Mrs.  Black  called  together  the  children 
of  Edenton  Street  Church  in  Raleigh  to  organize  a  Bright  Jewels  Band,  the 
children  of  those  earlier  groups  there  were  ready  to  become  charter  members, 
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and  under  her  leadership,  assisted  by  Miss  Grizzie  Bagley,  became  enthusiastic 
little  workers.  From  these  Bright  Jewels,  among  whom  were  Birdie  and  Ben 
Black,  Mary  Palmer  Mills,  Lena  Wynne,  Minnie  Reid,  Susie  Tucker,  Fannie 
Little,  Daisy  Waitt,  Daisy  Young,  and  Sam  Waitt,  were  graduated  young  wo- 
men, who,  because  of  their  training,  became  fine  leaders  in  Sunday  school  work. 
Three  especially,  Miss  Mattie  Reese,  Miss  Bessie  Brown,  and  Miss  Lena  Wynne 
(afterwards  Mrs.  Fab  Brown,  now  deceased),  have  done  outstanding  work  in 
the  Primary  and  Junior  Departments  of  the  Sunday  school,  Miss  Reese  now  being 
superintendent  of  the  Primary  and  Miss  Brown  of  the  Junior  Departments.  One 
of  the  early  Bright  Jewels,  Nina  Green,  is  now  the  choir  leader,  Mrs.  LeRoy 
Thiem.  For  many  years  Miss  Narcissa  Hutchings  was  leader  of  the  Bright  Jewels. 
— Mrs.  V.  Royster. 

"Christ's  Jewels"  Tarboro,  1882.  This  children's  society  was  organized  by 
Mrs.  Sue  D.  Swindell,  and  Mamie  Whitehurst  (Mrs.  Mike  Bradshaw),  then  only 
a  child  herself,  about  thirteen  years  old,  was  the  first  lady  manager.  She  had  been, 
from  its  organization  in  December,  1879,  a  member  of  the  woman's  society, 
attending  not  only  its  meetings,  but  the  church  services,  prayer  meetings  and 
Sunday  school  with  her  aunt,  Miss  Mary  Whitehurst,  for  whom  she  was  named. 
Little  Miss  Whitehurst  had  charge  of  the  children's  work  of  the  church  until 
she  went  away  to  college,  and  then,  upon  her  return  she  was  active  again  till 
her  marriage  in  1  897,  arranging  programs  of  various  kinds  and  doing  all  that 
superintending  children's  work  required. — Mrs.  Mike  Brads  haw. 

"Marvin  Bright  Jewels"  Pineville,  Afril,  1882.  Miss  x\nnie  Squires,  assisted 
by  her  father,  the  late  Rev.  J.  B.  Squires,  organized  the  Marvin  Bright  Jewels  of 
Pineville  in  April,  1882,  with  Miss  Carrie  Wilburn  as  lady  manager.  Mary  E. 
Lee,  a  sister  of  W.  B.  Lee,  an  honored  missionary  of  our  church  to  Brazil,  was 
elected  president,  with  Effie  J.  Squires  as  recording  secretary}  Annie  B.  Squires, 
corresponding  secretary ;  and  Sallie  H.  Rone,  treasurer.  Of  this  band  there  are 
living:  Annie  Squires  (Mrs.  J.  W.  DeLaney,  Charlotte),  Jennie  Rone  (Mrs. 
W.  M.  Ardrey,  Whiteville),  Ida  Rone  (Mrs.  Griffin),  those  deceased  being 
Minnie  Wolfe,  Sallie  Rone,  Effie  Squires,  and  Miss  Carrie  Wilburn.  Effie  Squires 
offered  herself  for  foreign  missionary  service,  but  could  not  be  accepted  on 
account  of  her  health.  She  married  W.  L.  Nicholson,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
was  editor  of  the  columns  on  the  woman's  page  of  the  North  Carolina  Christian 
Advocate. — Mrs.  J.  W .  DeLaney,  Charlotte. 

The  following  amounts  were  raised  by  these  groups  as  reported 
1st  by  Mrs.  Bumpass  to  the  annual  meetings  of  the  General  Executive 
Association  in  May  of  1880,  1881,  and"  1882;  and  2nd,  by  Mrs. 
W.  S.  Black  to  the  annual  conference  in  December,  1882: 


Weldon  Children's  Society   

 members 

13 

offering  $ 

3.80 

Greensboro  "Busy  Bees"  and  Cary 

"Helpers"  members 

116 

offering 

45.61 

Wilson  "Gatherers"   

 members 

25 

offering 

8.07 

Winston  Juveniles   

 members 

offering 

1.00 

Kinston  "Young  Workers" 

 members 

28 

offering 

32.00 

Greensboro  "Busy  Bees"   

 members 

90 

offering 

19.67 

Cary  "Helpers"   

 members 

45 

offering 

38.18 

Totals   

 members 

317 

offering 

$148.33 

Danbury  "Bright  Jewels"   

 members 

14 

offering 

$  2.10 

Littleton  "Pearl  Divers"   

 members 

10 

offering 

6.06 

Snipesville  "Bright  Jewels"   

 members 

20 

offering 

2.77 

Mt.  Tabor  "Little  Pilgrims"   

 members 

9 

offering 

3.32 

Zion  Church  "Little  Workers"   

 members 

21 

offering 

14.00 

Wadesboro  "Dew  Drops"   

 members 

90 

offering 

20.40 
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Pineville  "Marvin  Bright  Jewels" 

members 

1  1 

offering 

2.55 

Bynum  "Earnest  Workers"   

members 

48 

offering 

15.45 

Goshen  "Rose  Buds"   

members 

65 

offering 

7.60 

Chapel  Hill  "Bright  Jewels"   

members 

12 

offering 

1.30 

Jones  Chapel  "Forget  Me  Nots" 

members 

22 

offering 

3.50 

Farmington   "Bright  Jewels"   

members 

165 

offering 

7.00 

Mocksville  "Bright  Jewels"   

.members 

5  2 

offering 

24.46 

Warrenton  "Bright  Jewels"   

members 

13 

offering 

2.05 

Rolesville  "Snow  Flakes"   

members 

19 

offering 

2.60 

Lexington  "Bright  Jewels"   

members 

offering 

5.35 

Kings  Mountain  "Little  Workers" 

members 

25 

offering 

5.50 

Tarboro  "Christ's  Jewels"   

members 

12 

offering 

2.50 

Totals   

members 

608 

offering  $128.51 

317 

148.33 

Grand  Totals   members  925     offering  $276.84 

Women  Authorised  to  Work  at  Home 
The  Woman's  Home  Mission  Society  was  born  in  the  heart  and 
mind  of  Lucinda  Barbour  Helm  of  Kentucky.  Miss  Helm  was  actively 
interested  in  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  from  its  organi- 
zation, but  before  that,  for  many  years,  she  had  been  devoting  herself 
to  real  missionary  work  at  home  in  the  Christian  activities  which 
engaged  her  entire  time.  In  1882,  when  the  Board  of  Church  Exten- 
sion was  organized  by  the  General  Conference,  with  Dr.  David  Mor- 
ton of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  as  the  General  Secretary,  Miss  Helm 
offered  to  help  him,  and  did  so  by  writing  excellent  articles  for  dif- 
ferent periodicals.  In  1882  Bishop  Hargrove  reported  that  it  had  been 
necessary  to  abandon  several  stations  because  the  preachers  had  no 
homes,  and  there  was  urgent  need  of  some  method  by  which  parson- 
ages could  be  provided  under  certain  conditions.  Miss  Helm  had  seen 
this  need  too,  and  there  was  already  a  plan  in  her  mind  for  an  organi- 
zation to  meet  it,  and  at  the  same  time  to  make  provision  to  meet  the 
needs  in  the  city  slums,  the  mountain  districts,  among  the  negroes, 
the  immigrants,  and  elsewhere.  The  Board  of  Church  Extension, 
however,  opposed  the  home  mission  phase  of  her  plan,  and  she  had 
to  give  it  up  temporarily.  She  submitted  a  second  plan  which  provided 
only  for  parsonage  work.  At  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee 
on  Church  Extension,  the  General  Conference  of  1886  adopted  this 
plan,  which  was  presented  as  a  memorial  from  the  Board  of  Church 
Extension. 

A  Woman's  Department  of  Church  Extension  was  thereby  estab- 
lished for  the  purpose  of  securing  or  purchasing  parsonages  with  funds 
to  be  collected  by  private  efforts,  personal  solicitations,  membership 
fees,  donations,  devises,  and  bequests.  A  General  Secretary,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  General  Board,  was  provided  for,  with  a  secretary  and 
treasurer  for  each  annual  conference  and  a  district  secretary  for  each 
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presiding  elder's  district,  to  be  appointed  by  the  respective  conference 
boards.  The  General  Secretary  for  the  Woman's  Department  was  to 
conduct  the  correspondence  for  that  part  of  the  work  and  to  funnish 
reports  to  the  secretary  of  the  board.  The  secretary  of  this  department 
for  each  annual  conference  was  to  organize  parsonage  societies  in  the 
various  charges,  and  make  reports  of  her  work  to  both  the  general 
secretary  and  to  the  secretary  of  the  conference  board.  The  treasurers 
for  each  conference  were  to  receive  the  funds  of  the  parsonage  socie- 
ties within  the  conferences,  of  which,  half  was  to  be  turned  over  to 
the  General  Board,  and  the  other  half  to  the  conference  board.  The 
district  secretaries  were  to  aid  the  conference  secretary  in  organizing 
parsonage  societies  and  to  keep  her  informed  of  the  work  and  the 
needs  within  their  respective  districts. 

The  North  Carolina  Conference  Woman's  Department  of 
'  Church  Extension  Organized 
Dr.  David  Morton  came  to  the  North  Carolina  Conference  in 
session  at  Reidsville  in  1886,  and  organized  there  a  conference  Wo- 
man's Department  of  Church  Extension.  Miss  Bettie  Carter  and  Mrs. 
A.  G.  Carr,  both  of  Durham,  were  appointed  secretary  and  treasurer, 
with  the  following  district  secretaries:  Raleigh  District,  Miss  Lillian 
Branson  of  Raleigh;  Durham,  Mrs.  A.  G.  Headen  of  Pittsboro; 
Greensboro,  Mrs.  D.  A.  Robinson  of  Greensboro;  Salisbury,  Mrs. 
W.  R.  Odell  of  Concord;  Statesville,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Connelly  of  States- 
ville;  Charlotte,  Mrs.  T.  D.  Winchester  of  Monroe;  Shelby,  Mrs. 
Amanda  Lee  of  Shelby;  Fayette ville,  Miss  Belle  Worthy  of  Jones- 
boro;  Wilmington,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Hodges  of  Wilmington;  New  Bern, 
Miss  Sarah  Davis  of  Beaufort;  Washington,  Mrs.  T.  H.  Gatlin  of 
Tarboro;  Trinity  College,  Miss  Laura  Clements  of  Lexington; 
Warrenton,  Mrs.  Thorn  of  Littleton.  Miss  Carter,  Miss  Davis,  and 
Mrs.  Winchester  resigned  during  the  year,  and  at  the  conference  in 
1887  Mrs.  John  R.  Brooks,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Dey  of  Beaufort,  and  Mrs. 
Walter  Brem  of  Charlotte  were  appointed  to  succeed  them  as  general 
secretary,  and  secretaries,  respectively,  of  the  New  Bern  and  Charlotte 
Districts. 

Pioneer  Organizations 

Before  this  department  of  woman's  work  was  authorized,  there 
had  existed  the  need  for  woman's  care  of  parsonage  and  church,  and 
to  meet  it,  certain  resourceful  pastors  organized  the  women  of  their 
congregations  into  societies  for  that  specific  purpose.  There  were  prob- 
ably many  more  than  have  been  reported. 

South-port.  As  early  as  1  83  7  there  was  such  an  organization  at  Southport, 
the  members  of  which  not  only  cared  for  the  church  and  parsonage,  even  darning 
the  socks  of  the  young  preachers  who  were  bachelors,  but  ministered  to  all  sorts 
of  needs,  both  spiritual  and  material  in  genuine  home  mission  service. — Miss 
Carrie  Dosher. 
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Lumberton.  Soon  after  the  war  between  the  States,  under  the  leadership  of 
Rev.  W.  S.  Chaffin,  the  Methodist  women  of  Lumberton  organized  a  society, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  care  for  their  parsonage  and  to  help  others  when 
needed,  and  to  send  supplies  to  needy  ministers.  This  society  grew  into  the 
Home  Mission  Society,  and  kept  up  its  work  intermittently  until  the  union  of 
the  home  and  foreign  work. — Mrs.  0.  C.  Norment. 

Louisburg  had  an  active  local  work  organization  as  early  as  1870,  which 
combined  with  its  parsonage  and  church  work  a  certain  amount  of  work  for 
foreign  missions. — Mrs.  M.  C.  Pleasants. 

Fifth  Avenue,  Wilmington,  was  organized  for  local  work  between  1875 
and  1880. 

Carthage.  A  ladies'  aid  or  parsonage  society  was  organized  in  Carthage  in 
1878,  by  Rev.  Hiram  Cole,  and  in  1885  Rev.  W.  B.  Doub  drafted  a  constitu- 
tion and  by-laws  for  it.  It  has  lived  continuously  since  its  organization,  sponsor- 
ing and  making  its  contribution  to  every  good  community  and  church  movement. 
— Mrs.  Charles  T.  Sinclair. 

Other  pioneer  parsonage  aid  societies  were  organized  at  Smith- 
field  in  1884,  and  at  Burlington  in  1886,  and  at  Washington  in  1887. 
The  minutes  record  no  report  of  any  work  done  or  money  collected 
during  the  first  year  by  the  new  department  of  woman's  work.  Mrs. 
Belle  Worthy  Barnes,  however,  the  first  secretary  of  the  Fayetteville 
District,  remembered  that,  with  the  aid  of  Rev.  S.  D.  Adams,  her 
presiding  elder,  she  organized  societies  at  Maxton  (Shoe  Heel  then), 
Rev.  J.  A.  Hornaday,  pastor;  at  Carthage,  Rev.  W.  B.  Doub,  pastor; 
and  at  Fayetteville,  Rev.  J.  T.  Gibbs  being  pastor  there. 

A  precedent  was  established  by  the  conference  in  those  early  days 
in  its  pioneer  achievements  which  has  not  yet  been  broken — that  of 
launching  out  in  faith  into  the  depths  of  each  new  uncharted  sea  of 
missionary  adventure  as  it  has  been  reached  in  the  continuous  advance 
movement  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  which  has  given  it 
fifty  years  of  gradual  but  steady  enlargement  and  development,  and 
substantial  increase  in  each  new  endeavor. 


CHAPTER  THREE 


The  First  Sabbath  of  Years,  1878-1885 

"He  waits  for  the  young-  and  glorious  womanhood  of  the  Church,  and 
for  the  grave  and  experienced  matrons  to  whom  He  has  given  no  care,  to 
hear  and  answer  the  same  voice  that  came  to  the  prophet  in  his  vision : 
'Who  will  go  for  us'?" — Mrs.  D.  H.  McGovock. 

1879.  The  record  of  the  first  year's  work  of  the  North  Carolina 
Conference  Woman's  Missionary  Society  is  a  good  one.  Six  women 
and  certain  pastors,  widely  scattered  throughout  the  state,  had  organ- 
ized 20  auxiliaries,  which,  with  their  450  members,  had  contributed 
to  the  cause  of  missions  $453.55,  was  the  report  made  at  the  first 
annual  meeting  which  was  held  in  Wilson  in  connection  with  the 
annual  conference,  in  1879,  on  the  5th  of  December.  The  auxiliaries 
represented  were:  Wilson,  by  Mrs.  J.  A.  Gilliam;  Wilmington,  by 
Miss  Alice  Wallace;  Raleigh,  by  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black;  Roxboro,  by 
Miss  Hettie  Gibbons;  and  Kinston,  by  Mrs.  Sue  D.  Swindell,  and  the 
church  was  well  filled  by  interested  women  from  various  parts  of  the 
state.  From  the  auxiliary  in  Greensboro  was  reported  two  gifts  of 
money  to  be  applied  to  the  education  of  two  Chinese  girls  in  Mrs. 
Lambuth's  school,  "The  Clopton  Boarding  School,"  in  Shanghai, 
China. 

The  conference  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  F.  M.  Bumpass, 
had  attended  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the  General  Executive  As- 
sociation, in  May,  at  Louisville,  Ky.  There  had  been  21  delegates 
present,  representing  8  states.  She  told  of  the  work  that  the  women 
had  begun  in  China  and  the  sending  out  of  their  two  first  missionaries, 
Misses  Lochie  and  Dora  Rankin.  It  was  stated,  also,  she  said,  that 
"an  educated  and  refined  young  lady  in  our  state  was  willing  to  enter 
that  far  distant  field  of  labor  (China)  when  opportunity  in  the  provi- 
dence of  God  offered." 

The  officers  elected  at  the  organization  meeting  in  Charlotte  the 
previous  year  were  re-elected  at  this  meeting,  with  the  following 
vice-presidents:  Mrs.  J.  A.  Cuninggim,  Wilson;  Mrs.  T.  Caldwell, 
Morganton;  Mrs.  R.  O.  Burton,  Halifax;  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black,  Raleigh; 
Mrs.  H.  G.  Cole,  Chapel  Hill;  Mrs.  W.  F.  Kornegay,  Goldsboro; 
Mrs.  Robert  Gray,  Winston;  Mrs.  Sue  D.  Swindell,  Kinston;  Mrs. 
J.  S.  Carr,  Durham;  Mrs.  Julia  Barrow,  Louisburg;  Miss  Allice  Wal- 
lace, Wilmington;  auditor,  Mrs.  L.  W.  Crawford,  Fayetteville. 

1880.  At  the  annual  meeting  in  Winston  in  December  of  1880, 
44  auxiliaries  with  990  members  and  $774.90  remitted,  were  reported. 
A  most  splendid  increase  everywhere.  "The  Woman's  Missionary  Ad- 
vocate" had  been  launched  by  the  General  Executive  Association,  and 
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our  Mrs.  F.  M.  Bumpass  had  been  elected  one  of  the  five  associate 
editors.  She  had  been  placed  also  on  the  Publication,  and  the  Mission- 
ary Candidates  Committee.  Item  2  of  the  Report  on  Missionary  Can- 
didates bears  peculiar  interest  for  the  North  Carolina  Conference 
Society: 

"2.  Miss  Pescud,  of  Raleigh,  N.  C,  has  not  yet  sent  in  her  formal  appli- 
cation, but  has  expressed  her  fervent  desire  to  serve  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society  as  soon  as  the  peculiar  circumstances  now  attending  her  are  providentially 
removed.  We  therefore  recommend  that  as  soon  as  her  testimonials  are  received, 
that  they  be  submitted  to  the  Executive  Board  ad  interim,  and  if  satisfactory, 
she  be  placed  under  medical  training  for  the  required  time,  and  established  in 
China." 

Thus,  if  it  had  not  been  for  those  "peculiar  circumstances  attend- 
ing her,"  which  were  not  "providentially  removed"  for  many  years, 
the  North  Carolina  Conference  Woman's  Missionary  Society  would 
have  had  a  pioneer  missionary  in  China. 

Other  Early  Auxiliaries 

While  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council  has  limited  the  "Pioneer 
Auxiliaries"  in  the  foreign  work  to  those  organized  before  the  confer- 
ence session  of  1879,  and  the  "Pioneer  Members"  to  the  charter  mem- 
bers of  those  auxiliaries,  it  will  be  interesting  to  note  particularly  those 
listed  by  Miss  Fentress  in  1880,  as  she  does  not  so  enroll  them  again. 
The  record  of  some  of  these  has  been  unbroken  to  this  day,  equally 
honorable  with  those  which  were  born  only  a  few  months  before 
them  and  worthy  to  receive  the  same  meed  of  appreciation  being  ex- 
tended to  our  pioneers. 

Greensboro  Juveniles,  January,  1880.  "President,  Mrs.  F.  M.  Bumpass ; 
secretary,  Professor  W.  F.  Alderman  ;  corresponding  secretary,  Miss  Clara  Al- 
bright} treasurer,  Mrs.  R.  Tyler;  members,  67;  money  collected,  $5.00."  Dr. 
N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  one  of  the  best  beloved  of  our  conference  preachers,  now 
stationed  in  New  Bern,  believes  that  this  auxiliary  was  in  existence  before  1876, 
for  he  remembers  that  he  uttered  his  first  public  prayer  before  he  was  ten  years 
old  while  he  was  a  member  of  it.  It  was  in  May,  1880,  that  it  was  first  reported 
by  Mrs.  Bumpass  to  the  General  Executive  Association. 

Laurinburg,  February  6th,  1880.  "February  6th,  1880,  Laurinburg.  Presi- 
dent, Mrs.  E.  Cowan;  vice-presidents,  Mrs.  R.  B.  Clark,  and  Mrs.  R.  Stewart; 

corresponding  secretary,   ;  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Roper; 

treasurer,  Mrs.  S.  E.  Shaw.  Members,  27;  money  collected,  $16.00."  This  society 
was  organized  by  Rev.  J.  W.  North,  with  these  charter  members:  Mesdames 
Macy  Bundy,  L.  M.  Gill,  Neal  Smith,  J.  W.  North,  Kate  Thomas,  Mattie 
Everett,  Charlie  Davis,  N.  Hammond,  L.  A.  Monroe,  Rosa  Stewart,  Charles  E. 
Smith,  J.  T.  Roper,  A.  F.  Bizzell,  Steven  Shaw,  M.  C.  Parker,  Nancy  Dobbs, 
James  Brooks,  Angus  McCall,  A.  J.  Cassidy,  and  Miss  Mary  Parker.  It  lived 
only  about  3  or  4  years,  and  was  re-organized  in  1889  on  the  6th  of  November, 
by  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Cuninggim,  Rev.  Jesse  A.  Cuninggim  being  then  the  presiding 
elder  of  the  district.  The  charter  members,  most  of  them,  had  been  members  of 
the  first  organization.  The  following  women,  prominent  in  conference  work, 
were  at  different  times  members  of  this  auxiliary  in  later  years:  Mrs.  R.  A.  Willis, 
Mrs.  J.  F.  Ray,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Royall,  and  our  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson. — (Mrs. 
G.  Y.  Jones). 
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Bethel  Church,  Halifax,  February,  1880.  "February,  1880,  Bethel  Church, 
Halifax.  President,  Mrs.  M.  H.  Harriss;  corresponding-  secretary,  Miss  M.  H. 
Thorne;  recording-  secretary,  Miss  Lizzie  Spruill;  treasurer,  Miss  Sallie  Miles. 
Members,  11  j  money  collected,  $13.10."  The  conference  historian  has  been  unable 
to  secure  any  additional  data  about  this  auxiliary. 

New  Bern,  February  27th,  1880.  "February  27th,  1  880,  New  Bern.  Presi- 
dent, Mrs.  J.  R.  Brooks;  vice-president,  Mrs.  A.  B.  Ferebee;  corresponding  sec- 
retary, Mrs.  John  Bell;  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Meadows;  treasurer, 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Morris;  members,  27;  money  collected,  $12.00."  There  was  no 
definite  date  of  the  organization  of  this  society  given  by  the  auxiliary  historian, 
but  an  item  in  the  Raleigh  Christian  Advocate  .at  that  time  gave  the  same  account 
of  it  as  that  recorded  by  Miss  Fentress  in  the  official  minutes.  The  local  records 
say  that  Miss  Fannie  Hay  was  the  first  president  and  Mrs.  Alex  Miller  the  first 
recording  secretary.  The  monthly  meetings,  held  in  the  home  of  Misses  Fannie 
and  Mary  Hay  were  characterized  by  impressive  solemnity  and  fervent  prayer. 
Mrs.  Caroline  Bangert,  Mrs.  L.  W.  Crawford,  Mrs.  R.  A.  Willis,  served  most 
acceptably  as  presidents,  succeeding  one  another,  till  in  December,  1893,  Mrs. 
L.  M.  Hendren  filled  the  unexpired  term  of  Mrs.  R.  A.  Willis,  and  in  1894 
was  elected  president.  Wisely  and  most  zealously  she  directed  the  affairs  of  the 
auxiliary  for  twenty-seven  years,  until  failing  health  and  the  infirmities  of  age 
caused  her  to  tender  her  resignation,  and  she  was  made  president  emeritus.  It  has 
been  her  pleasure  to  see  the  auxiliary  keep  step  with  the  progress  of  the  work 
in  home  and  foreign  fields.  In  1  893  Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott  succeded  Mrs.  Alex  Miller 
as  recording  secretary,  serving  for  twenty-six  years,  until  her  health  made  it 
necessary  for  her  to  resign.  In  January  of  1904-  mission  study  was  first  under- 
taken. The  idea  of  studying  was  slow  to  become  fixed,  but  many  became  so 
interested  that  a  regular  study  class  was  formed,  and  for  twenty-four  years  has 
followed  the  prescribed  course  in  mission  study.  The  auxiliary  has  kept  abreast 
of  council  and  conference  work  in  progressive  manner.  In  1895  Mrs.  Hendren 
organized  the  "Bright  Jewels."  There  is  a  handsome  light  over  the  communion 
table  in  Centenary  Church  which  was  given  in  loving  appreciation  of  the  faith- 
ful and  zealous  work  in  missions  done  by  Mrs.  George  Henderson  who  was 
especially  interested  in  and  worked  with  the  children. — (Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott). 

Littleton,  Spring  of  1880.  "Littleton,  Calvary.  President,  Mrs.  M.  J.  House; 
vice-president,  Mrs.  S.  Johnston ;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  J.  R.  Johnston ; 
recording  secretary,  Mrs.  J.  F.  White;  treasurer,  Mrs.  R.  J.  Allen.  Members,  11." 
No  local  records  of  this  organization  can  be  found,  but  a  later  organization  was 
effected  in  1889  on  the  11th  of  March,  by  Mrs.  Lucy  Cuninggim :  President, 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Johnstone;  1st  and  2nd  vice-presidents,  Miss  Mary  A.  Beckham 
and  Mrs.  Cornelia  Heptinstall;  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Jones;  corres- 
ponding secretary,  Miss  Sallie  Miles  (Mrs.  T.  M.  Wiggins)  ;  treasurer,  Mrs. 
E.  A.  C.  Jackson;  agent  for  Woman's  Missionary  Advocate,  Mrs.  P.  J.  Persons. 
Of  the  charter  members  there  are  now  living  Mesdames  S.  J.  Newsome,  S.  E. 
Shearin,  L.  J.  Holden,  Misses  Maggie  Bobbitt,  Florence  Guess,  Eva  and  Ida 
Holder,  Kate  M.  Heart,  Mary  M.  Davis  (Mrs.  Ivy  Allen,  Oxford  Orphanage), 
Agnes  Smallwood,  Mrs.  M.  E.  King,  and  Messrs.  Whit  Johnstone  and  T.  J. 
Miles;  those  who  have  died  are  Mesdames  Mary  E.  Miles,  Eugenia  A.  C. 
Jackson,  Sterling  Johnstone,  T.  M.  Wiggins,  W.  W.  Jones,  Cornelia  B.  Heptin- 
stall, W.  E.  Spruill,  Misses  Mary  Beckham,  Lula  H.  Jackson,  Messrs.  Rev.  L.  J. 
Holden,  Major  N.  E.  Jenkins,  Walter  Worthington,  J.  F.  Newsome,  W.  W. 
Jones,  J.  W.  Dillehay,  J.  B.  Williams,  and  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Cuninggim. 
These  have  also  been  members  of  our  society  at  different  times:  Mesdames  R.  P. 
Troy,  F.  M.  Bumpass,  Kate  P.  Black,  J.  M.  Rhodes,  E.  H.  Davis,  J.  E.  Under- 
wood, R.  A.  Willis,  R.  H.  Willis,  Dr.  W.  S.  Black,  and  Rev.  and  Mrs.  H.  A. 
Humble.  We  find  the  names  of  quite  a  number  of  men  enrolled,  and  so  many 
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bright,  shining  Christians  have  worked  so  faithfully  amongst  us!  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Kate  P.  Black  were  with  us  and  a  real  benediction  to  our  society,  church,  and 
community.  The  "Bright  Jewels"  were  organized  in  188  3  or  1  885  by  Miss  Mary 
Beckham,  who,  for  years,  was  their  lady  manager. — (Miss  Mattie  H.  Jenkins). 

Lane's  Chapel,  Craven  Circuit,  March  26th,  1880.  "March  26th,  1880, 
Lane's  Chapel,  Craven  Circuit.  President,  Mrs.  W.  P.  McCorcle;  vice-president, 
Mrs.  W.  B.  Pierce;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  W.  H.  West ;  recording  secre- 
tary, Miss  Lilla  West;  treasurer,  Miss  F.  Wooten.  Members,  16;  money  collected, 
$14.30." 

Statesville,  April,  1880.  Miss  Fentress  records  this  auxiliary  as  being  organ- 
ized in  April,  18  80,  with  22  members,  but  no  other  data. 

Lincolnton,  March  25th,  1880.  "March  25th,  1880,  Lincolnton.  President, 
Mrs.  F.  L.  Templeton;  vice-presidents,  Mrs.  B.  Jenkins  and  Mrs.  J.  F.  Speck; 
corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Laxning;  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Jenkins;  treasurer,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Roger.  Members,  15;  money  collected,  $15.00." 

Worth's  School  House,  April  6th,  1880.  "April  6th,  1880,  Worth's  School 
House.  President,  Mrs.  Sallie  Worth;  vice-presidents,  Mrs.  B.  Hartsfield,  Mrs. 
M.  Alexander,  and  Miss  L.  McGee;  corresponding  secretary,  Miss  L.  McGee; 
recording  secretary,  Miss  Lou  Churchill;  treasurer,  Mrs.  Nannie  Andrews.  Money 
collected,  $11.35."  Organized  by  Mrs.  Sue  D.  Swindell. 

Oakey  Grove,  April  10th,  1880.  "April  10th,  1880,  Oakey  Grove.  President, 
Mrs.  A.  T.  Mial;  vice-president,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Powell;  corresponding  secretary, 
Mrs.  Eliza  S.  Mial;  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  L.  D.  Goodloe;  treasurer,  Mrs. 
Joe  Blake.  Money  collected,  $10.65." 

Beech  Grove,  Craven  Circuit,  May  2nd,  1880.  "May  2nd,  1880,  Beech 
Grove,  Craven  Circuit.  President,  Mrs.  A.  J.  Yeomans;  vice-presidents,  Misses 
M.  Richardson,  Clara  Carman,  and  Ipock;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  W.  P. 
McCorkle;  recording  secretary,  Miss  Alice  Richardson;  treasurer,  Miss  Ida 
Yeomans.  Members,  14;  money  collected,  $12.55." 

Mount  Gilead,  May  7th,  1880.  "May  7th,  1880,  Mount  Gilead.  President, 
Mrs.  A.  Skeen;  vice-presidents,  Mrs.  A.  Christian  and  Mrs.  Ingram;  correspondr 
ing  secretary,  Mrs.  Maggie  Ingram;  recording  secretary,  Miss  Daisy  McAuley; 
treasurer,  Mrs.  S.  Byrd.  Money  collected,  $5.25."  It  is  not  known  how  long 
this  auxiliary  lived.  It  was  re-organized  on  the  4th  of  November,  1888,  by 
Rev.  V.  A.  Sharpe,  the  presiding  elder,  and  Rev.  M.  W.  Boyles,  the  pastor,  with 
these  members:  Mesdames  M.  W.  Boyles,  Mary  J.  Lilly,  L.  A.  Christian,  L.  P. 
Byrd,  Ely  McQuage,  Jane  Bolton,  Sallie  Scarborough,  E.  Sanford,  Dewitt,  Alice 
and  J.  A.  McAuley,  Polly  Brack,  and  Ella  B.  Ingram;  Misses  Julia,  Ida,  Pattie 
and  Bettie  Scarborough,  Blanche  Boyles,  W.  A.  and  Ellen  McQuage,  Florence 
Sanford,  Pattie  and  Jennie  Ingram,  I.  C.  McKinnis,  and  Montie  Christian;  and 
as  honorary  members,  Rev.  V.  A.  Sharpe,  J.  P.  Ewing,  N.  G.  Russell,  and  F.  C. 
Boyles.  Of  this  number  fifteen  have  died,  and  ten  have  moved  away,  and  two 
have  dropped  out,  leaving  three  still  active.  The  auxiliary  died  again  in  1900, 
but  was  revived  again  in  1901  by  Miss  Emma  Page.  Many  members  have  been 
faithful  and  ready,  glad  to  do  all  they  could  in  the  missionary  work.  The  "Bright 
Jewels"  were  organized  in  1911  with  Mrs.  L.  P.  Byrd  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Ingram 
as  lady  manager  and  assistant.  The  Young  People  were  organized  in  1917  under 
Mrs.  N.  C.  Yearby.  We  try  to  keep  up  with  the  council  and  conference  re- 
quirements as  far  as  we  are  able. — (Mrs.  L.  P.  Byrd) . 

Fayetteville,  May,  1880.  "May,  1880,  Fayetteville.  President,  Mrs.  John  R. 
Brooks;  vice-presidents,  Mrs.  E.  J.  Lilly,  Mrs.  A.  Overbaugh,  and  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Thompson;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Ledbetter;  recording  secretary, 
Mrs.  John  Shaw;  treasurer,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Cole.  Money  collected,  $9.20."  From 
this  auxiliary,  organized  by  Mrs.  L.  W.  Crawford,  went  Miss  Elizabeth  Lamb 
as  missionary  to  Brazil.  Mrs.  E.  J.  Lilly,  the  first  conference  treasurer,  and  Mrs. 
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Emma  L.  Hunter,  for  a  number  of  years  secretary  of  the  district,  have  been 
among-  its  members.  Mrs.  H.  O.  Sedberry  of  Hertford,  Mrs.  John  Steele  and 
Mrs.  Emma  L.  Hunter  of  Fayetteville,  are  living  charter  members. 

High  Point,  July,  1880.  "July,  1880,  High  Point.  President,  Mrs.  Perry ; 
corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  B.  A.  Clarke."  No  other  data  given. 

Ormond's  Chapel,  August,  1880.  "August,  1880,  Ormond's  Chapel,  Snow 
Hill  Circuit.  President,  Mrs.  Dr.  Hornaday;  vice-president,  Mrs.  J.  Sillivant; 
corresponding  secretary,  Miss  Fannie  Ormond;  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  E. 
Turnage;  treasurer,  Mrs.  E.  Edwards;  members,  23 ;  money  collected,  $5.00." 

Cary  Helpers,  September  3rd,  1880.  "September  3rd,  1880,  Juvenile  Society, 
"Cary  Helpers,"  Cary.  President,  Miss  Mamie  Jones;  vice-presidents,  Miss  Josie 
Page  and  Miss  Lou  Page;  treasurer,  Miss  Lulu  Jones.  Money  collected,  $12.00." 
Organized  by  Mrs.  John  Baker,  an  invalid,  who  carried  on  the  work  of  the 
society  from  and  in  her  bedroom  for  years. 

Marion,  November  7th,  1880.  "November  7th,  1  880,  Marion.  President, 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Gilkey;  vice-presidents,  Mrs.  J.  McDougal  and  Mrs.  A.  McNeal; 
corresponding  secretary,  Miss  M.  T.  Pescud;  treasurer,  Mrs.  E.  D.  Moore. 
Members,  36;  money  collected,  $1.35." 

Reidsville,  October,  1880.  "October,  1880,  Reidsville.  President,  Mrs.  V. 
Sharpe;  vice-presidents,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Clark  and  Mrs.  Dr.  Wait;  corresponding 
secretary,  Mrs.  P.  H.  Williamson;  recording  secretary,  Miss  Mattie  Courts y 
treasurer,  Miss  Lizzie  Rainey.  Members,  21;  money  collected,  $6.45." 

The  following  auxiliaries  are  recorded  without  dates,  and  the 
names  of  only  a  few  officers:  "Bethel  Churchy  Cokesbury  Circuit, 
money  collected,  $5.32;  Cokesbury,  Fayetteville  Post  Office,  money 
collected,  $6.20;  Bethany ,  Blackers  Post  Office,  money  collected, 
$7.31;  Rainbow,  money  collected,  $1.50;  Stokes,  money  collected, 
$12.75;  Elkin,  Surry  County,  money  collected,  $9.77." 

1881.  The  Conference  Woman's  Missionary  Society  held  its  third 
annual  meeting  with  the  annual  conference  in  Durham  on  the  after- 
noon of  Friday,  November  25th,  1881,  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson  pre- 
siding. In  the  absence  of  the  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  F.  M. 
Bumpass,  her  submitted  report  was  read.  There  were  48  auxiliaries 
reported  in  the  North  Carolina  Conference  with  1,000  members,  and 
$884.82  collected.  The  members  in  all  the  conferences  had  increased 
to  21,338  in  876  auxiliaries,  who  had  contributed  $19,000,  with 
$500.00  more  in  proceeds  above  expenses  from  the  "Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Advocate."  Dr.  Kelly,  the  missionary  secretary,  said  at  the 
meeting  of  the  General  Executive  Association  that  "instead  of  the 
funds  of  the  parent  society  being  lessened  by  the  operations  of  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society,  there  had  been  a  great  increase  in  its 
collections;  that  previous  to  its  existence  the  M.  E.  Church,  South, 
had  found  it  difficult  to  raise  $60,000  a  year,  but  the  past  year  $103,- 
000  had  been  contributed."  It  will  be  remembered  that  one  of  the 
objections  raised  to  the  organization  of  women's  societies  was  that 
funds  would  be  diverted  from  the  general  treasury  and  the  collections 
would  thereby  decrease. 

A  number  of  new  auxiliaries  were  reported.  "Durham  had  recently 
organized  with   56  members,  Charlotte,  Chapel   Hill,  and  others." 
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The  "Little  Workers"  of  Kinston,  and  the  "Cary  Helpers"  were 
represented  by  members,  "showing  the  children  are  deeply  interested 
in  this  glorious  cause  and  need  only  to  be  directed  and  encouraged  to 
make  earnest  workers  for  the  Master." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee,  Dr.  A.  W.  Wilson 
made  an  interesting  and  instructive  talk  on  the  rise  and  progress  of 
the  missionary  movement  in  our  church.  The  need  was  expressed  for 
the  corresponding  secretary  to  visit  the  auxiliaries  throughout  the  state, 
and  the  vice-presidents  were  urged  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  the  new 
year  with  greater  zeal,  endeavoring  to  extend  the  work  in  their  re- 
spective sections. 

The  only  change  made  in  the  official  body  was  the  election  of  Mrs. 
Clem  Dowd  of  Charlotte,  as  vice-president,  to  succeed  Mrs.  T.  Cald- 
well of  Morganton. 

New  Auxiliaries 

Try  on  Street,  Charlotte,  January  5  th,  1881.  This  auxiliary  was  organized 
on  the  5th  of  January,  1881,  with  the  following-  officers:  President,  Miss  Sallie 
A.  Bethune;  vice-presidents,  Mrs.  P.  C.  Wilson  and  Mrs.  Roland  Miller ;  corres- 
ponding secretary,  Miss  Mary  Beverly;  recording  secretary,  Miss  Lula  Wriston; 
treasurer,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Jones.  Other  members  were  Mesdames  C.  C.  Kennedy, 
Mamie  Byerly,  M.  C.  Mayer,  John  Rudisill,  John  Wadsworth,  Sam  Asbury, 
Clement  Dowd,  Louisa  Wriston,  Walter  Brem,  Rufus  Jones,  Riley  Davidson, 
William  Wearn,  Mattie  Green,  and  J.  Littlejohn,  of  whom  only  Mrs.  Kennedy 
and  Mrs.  Mayer  are  living. — Mrs.  J.  P.  Little. 

Trinity  Church,  Durham,  November  11th,  1881.  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Cuninggim 
organized  this  auxiliary  with  11  charter  members:  Mesdames  J.  B.  Whitaker, 
A.  D.  Wilkinson,  E.  J.  Parish,  C.  H.  Burch,  R.  L.  Burton,  A.  G.  Carr,  M.  A. 
Closs,  Lucy  Cuninggim,  C.  B.  Green,  R.  E.  Lyon,  Z.  I.  Lyon,  and  Alexander 
Walker,  of  whom  only  Mrs.  Green  is  living.  President,  Mrs.  A.  G.  Carr;  vice- 
presidents,  Mrs.  E.  J.  Parrish  and  Mrs.  Alex  Walker;  corresponding  secretary, 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Whitaker;  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Wilkinson;  treasurer, 
Mrs.  C.  B.  Green.  The  Young  People  were  organized  by  Mrs.  Green  in  1889  and 
known  as  the  Epworth  Band.  Miss  Lily  Duke  was  a  member  of  it,  with  Misses 
Nannie  Bernard,  Blanche  Briggs,  Katie  and  Lena  Cox,  and  Ura  Lyon.  Miss 
Elizabeth  Davis  went  out  from  this  church  as  a  missionary  to  Brazil.  The 
auxiliary  has  had  among  its  members  at  different  times,  Mrs.  Cuninggim,  Mrs. 
Green,  Miss  Duke,  and  Mrs.  W.  W.  Peele,  who  served  as  conference  officers. — 
Miss  Nell  D.  Umstead. 

Chapel  Hill,  January  20th,  1881.  There  was  an  auxiliary  organized  in 
Chapel  Hill  in  1881,  on  the  20th  of  January,  with  10  members  and  these  officers: 
President,  Mrs.  A.  W.  Mangum;  vice-president,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Martin;  correspond- 
ing secretary,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Heitman;  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  T.  F.  Norwood; 
treasurer,  Mrs.  T.  A.  Long. 

Other  auxiliaries  not  enrolled  in  the  minutes  were  found  reported 
in  the  Raleigh  Christian  Advocate  of  that  year:  Snow  Hill  with  22 
members;  Newton,  in  February,  with  13  members;  "Wilson  Gather- 
ers" (Juvenile),  in  May,  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Guinn;  LaGrange,  Edwards 
Chapel,  and  Sharon,  by  Mrs.  Sue  D.  Swindell;  Ridgeway,  November 
4th,  17  members. 
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1882.  The  resignation  of  the  conference  treasurer,  Mrs.  E.  J. 
Lilly,  was  read  and  most  reluctantly  accepted  at  the  annual  meeting 
in  Edenton  Street  Church,  Raleigh,  in  1882,  on  the  7th  of  December. 
A  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  Mrs.  Lilly  for  her  long  and  faithful 
service. 

Mrs.  E.J.  Lilly  y  Pioneer 

"Among  the  cultured  Christian  homes  of  Fayetteville,  none  excelled  that 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  J.  Lilly.  They  were  vitally  interested  in  their  church. 
They  befriended  many  new  converts  and  welcomed  and  helped  many  new-comers. 
They  usually  attended  both  annual  and  general  conferences.  That  Mrs.  Lilly 
was  alert  to  opportunities  to  serve  her  Lord  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  she 
was  among  the  group  of  women  that  persuaded  Dr.  A.  W.  Wilson  to  organize 
the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  at  the  annual 
conference  which  met  in  Charlotte  in  1  878.  She  was  elected  treasurer  of  the 
conference  society  at  that  meeting  and  is,  therefore,  a  pioneer  officer.  When  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  Hay  Street  Church,  Fayetteville,  was  organized, 
Mrs.  Lilly  was  elected  second  vice-president  of  her  own  auxiliary.  Mrs.  Lilly's 
influence  was  on  the  side  of  righteousness,  and  she  made  no  apologies  for  giving 
her  time  and  talents  to  Christian  living.  We,  of  Hay  Street  Auxiliary,  are  proud 
of  her  record,  and  grateful  for  her  example." — Elizabeth  Lamb. 

Mrs.  W.  M.  Parker  of  Front  Street  Auxiliary,  Wilmington,  was 
elected  to  succeed  Mrs.  Lilly,  which  was  the  only  change  made  in  the 
official  body  for  the  following  year. 

At  this  session,  the  "executive  body  discussed  the  propriety  of 
changing  the  time  of  the  annual  meeting.  Mrs.  T.  G.  Cozart  extended 
an  invitation  from  the  ladies  of  Durham  to  make  that  the  first  place 
of  meeting.  It  was  decided  to  hold  the  next  annual  meeting  in  Durham 
in  June."  The  custom,  from  the  beginning,  had  been  to  meet  in  annual 
session  at  the  same  time  and  place  as  the  annual  conference. 

1883.  Launching  Out  Alone 

Instead  of  meeting  in  June,  however,  the  annual  meeting  was 
held  in  Durham  on  the  23rd  and  24th  of  November,  1883,  the 
annual  conference  meeting  on  the  28th  of  November  in  Statesville. 
This  meeting  was  the  first  one  to  consume  more  than  one  afternoon's 
session  and  an  Executive  Committee  meeting,  but  the  work  was  grow- 
ing, and  the  business  increasing  so  that  more  time  was  needed  for  the 
proper  consideration  of  it. 

A  few  changes  in  the  constitution  of  the  General  Executive 
Association  had  been  made  by  the  General  Conference  of  1882,  among 
them  being  the  inclusion  of  the  children  in  the  work;  the  addition  of 
physicians  to  the  agencies  of  the  society;  a  new  article  added  defining 
the  method  of  accomplishing  the  work,  and  its  controlling  body;  the 
name,  "General  Executive  Association,"  changed  to  "The  Woman's 
Board  of  Missions,"  and  provision  made  for  the  number  and  the 
election  of  its  officers;  the  derivation  of  its  funds  authorized;  and 
the  duties  of  its  officers  more  definitely  fixed.  Mrs.  F.  M.  Bumpass 
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had  been  appointed  in  1881  on  a  Special  Committee  on  Revisals  of 
the  Constitution  to  prepare  recommendations  for  a  memorial  to  General 
Conference.  The  only  changes  made  in  conference,  auxiliary,  and 
juvenile  constitutions  and  by-laws  were  only  such  verbal  changes  as 
were  necessary  to  adapt  them  to  the  new  constitution  provided  by 
general  conference  for  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions.  The  method 
of  organizing  a  conference  society  was  changed  entirely,  but  the  num- 
ber and  duties  of  officers  were  practically  unchanged.  In  1880  the 
General  Executive  Association  had  made  a  number  of  amendments 
to  the  by-laws  of  that  body,  the  conference,  and  auxiliary  societies, 
among  which  was  one  providing  a  vice-president  from  each  district, 
whose  "duty  should  be  to  organize  auxiliaries,  and  forward  the  mis- 
sionary cause  in  the  district  assigned  her,  reporting  the  same  to  the 
conference  corresponding  secretary."  Now  it  was  required  that  such 
reports  should  be  made  quarterly.  Upon  the  corresponding  secretary 
was  laid  the  duty  of  supplying  the  auxiliaries  with  such  missionary 
matter  as  she  might  be  able  to  obtain  for  free  distribution.  A  new 
section  providing  for  a  Contingent  Fund  to  meet  necessary  conference 
expenses  was  introduced.  The  duty  of  presenting  the  claims  of  the 
"Woman's  Missionary  Advocate"  and  obtaining  subscribers  for  it  was 
laid  upon  the  auxiliary  corresponding  secretary  (or  an  appointed  agent). 

The  bishops,  in  their  episcopal  address  to  the  General  Conference, 
were  pleased  to  commend  the  work  of  the  women:  "That  timely 
auxiliary,  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  correlated  by  the  General 
Conference  four  years  ago,  has  done  well,  and  justified  the  recognition 
then  made.  So  far  as  results  have  appeared,  its  affairs  have  been 
managed  efficiently,  economically  and  judiciously.  The  management 
has  adhered  to  the  line  of  collection  and  disbursement  prescribed  by 
law,  and  instead  of  lessening  the  amount  flowing  by  ordinary  channels 
into  the  treasury  of  the  Missionary  Board,  it  is  our  opinion  that  the 
money  reported  by  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  is  a  clear  gain. 
By  their  excellent  monthly  paper  useful  information  has  been  circu- 
lated, and  by  their  personal  efforts  the  zeal  for  missions  has  been  gen- 
erally quickened." 

The  auxiliary  reports  made  at  this  session  of  the  North  Carolina 
Conference  Society  "evidenced  a  growth  of  missionary  interest  and 
a  deeper  love  for  the  cause."  Letters  were  read  from  the  scholarship 
girls  in  China,  and  reports  from  the  various  bands  of  Bright  Jewels. 
A  special  time  was  set  apart  for  them,  when  an  address  of  welcome 
was  made  to  them  and  the  conference  by  Ollie  Snow,  to  which  "little 
Nellie  Bynum  (now  Mrs.  Rives  of  the  Methodist  Orphanage  in 
Raleigh)  sweetly  replied."  It  is  interesting  to  note  in  the  report  of 
Mrs.  John  R.  Brooks,  that  "fifteen  children  had  been  converted  and 
joined  the  church"  in  Fayetteville  since  the  organization  of  the  Bright 
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Jewels  there.  The  address  of  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black  on  "The  Relation  of 
the  Children  to  the  Missionary  Work  of  the  Church"  was  one  of  the 
happiest  features  of  the  first  "Bright  Jewels  Day." 

The  only  changes  made  among  the  officers  was  the  election  of 
Mrs.  E.  J.  Parish  of  Durham,  as  treasurer,  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Brooks  of 
Fayetteville,  Mrs.  T.  G.  Cozart  of  Durham,  and  Mrs.  F.  H.  Grain- 
ger of  Kinston,  as  vice-presidents. 

New  Auxiliary 

Murfreesboro,  1883.  An  auxiliary  was  organized  in  Murfreesboro  in  1883 
by  Mr.  Frank  Edwards  with  most  of  the  women  of  the  church  as  members,  qnly 
three  of  whom  are  now  living:  Mrs.  S.  Parham,  Miss  Ella  Jester,  and  Mrs. 
U.  Vaughan.  Mrs.  Vaughan  was  the  first  president.  She  served  in  that  office  three 
different  times,  holding  it  for  20  years  to  1916,  and  Mrs.  Parham  was  treasurer 
20  years.  In  1923,  the  aid  society  united  with  the  missionary  society  and  together 
have  done  much  fine  work.  This  society  was  transferred  to  us  from  the  Virginia 
Conference. — Mrs.  U.  Vaughan. 

1884.  The  matter  of  getting  missionary  information  to  juvenile 
societies  through  a  juvenile  missionary  periodical  came  before  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  for  consideration 
at  this  time  in  two  ways.  Mr.  L.  D.  Palmer,  business  manager  of  the 
publishing  house,  asked  the  board's  endorsement  of  a  projected  juvenile 
missionary  paper  (not  at  the  expense  of  the  board)  and  aid  in  securing 
its  circulation  among  the  juvenile  societies  of  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society  and  throughout  the  work.  The  Board  voted  this  endorsement, 
with  the  promise  to  do  all  it  could  to  promote  the  circulation  of  the 
paper.  On  a  later  day  Miss  Helm  laid  another  proposition  before  the 
board.  She  said  that  the  publication  of  the  proposed  paper  was  by  no 
means  assured  at  that  time,  but  that  Mr.  Lyon,  the  assistant  Sunday 
school  editor,  had  expressed  to  her  a  willingness  to  devote  a  part  of  the 
"Sunday  School  Visitor"  to  missionary  information,  and  she  felt 
assured  that  such  an  arrangement  would  be  effective,  also  saving  an 
endless  amount  of  labor  and  expense.  The  sense  of  a  consequent  reso- 
lution adopted  was  that  owing  to  increased  demand  from  every  part 
of  the  work  for  a  juvenile  missionary  paper,  the  Woman's  Board  of 
Missions  memorialized  the  editor  of  the  "Sunday  School  Visitor"  to 
devote  a  part  of  that  paper  to  juvenile  missionary  work. 

As  this  year,  1884,  was  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  organization 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  Methodist  bodies  in  the 
United  States  had  planned  to  celebrate  it  appropriately,  the  Woman's 
Board,  also,  determined  to  observe  it,  and  projected  plans  for  the  cre- 
ation of  a  "Centenary  Monument  Fund"  to  be  used  for  a  definite  and 
specified  object. 

One  of  the  ways  provided  in  the  constitution  for  raising  money  was 
life  memberships  taken  by  the  payment  of  $20.00  a  name.  The 
minutes  of  the  Board  record  five  from  the  North  Carolina  Conference: 
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in  1881,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Roper  of  Laurinburg;  in  1882,  Mrs.  Watson 
by  the  Tarboro  Auxiliary;  in  1883,  Mrs.  A.  W.  Mangum  by  the 
Chapel  Hill  Auxiliary;  and  in  1884,  Mrs.  Steele  (no  place  of  resi- 
dence given)  and  Rev.  W.  H.  Moore,  who  was  stationed  that  year 
in  Tarboro. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 
in  1884  extended  over  four  days,  26th-29th  of  November,  in  Wil- 
mington. Because  the  annual  conference  was  also  in  session  there,  the 
women's  meetings  were  held  only  in  the  afternoons.  On  account  of 
the  illness  of  her  husband,  Dr.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  the  president,  for 
the  first  time,  was  absent,  and  conference  sessions  were  presided  over 
by  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Cuninggim.  The  first  was  a  "preliminary  meeting" 
in  old  Front  Street  Church,  when  a  "committee  was  appointed  to 
secure  a  place  for  holding  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Society."  The  next  day  was  Thanksgiving,  and  the  women 
assembled  for  their  meeting  in  the  parsonage,  but  "the  attendance  was 
so  large  the  society  went  immediately  to  Front  Street  Church."  Dur- 
ing the  rest  of  the  time  they  met  in  the'  Second  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  Bright  Jewels  were  well  represented,  and  most  of  their  dele- 
gates and  reports  were  heard  on  Thursday  afternoon.  "The  faces  of 
the  Bright  Jewels  around  us  indicated  so  intense  a  desire  to  make  their 
reports,  the  secretary  was  delighted  to  call  them,  after  waiting  so 
patiently  to  greet  Aunt  Mary  with  a  'bow  low  and  pretty  and  receive 
a  long  wished  for  kiss'."  Reports  were  heard  also  from  40  of  the  68 
adult  auxiliaries.  Their  members  amounted  to  1,630,  and  a  collection 
of  $244.86  was  reported  on  the  Centenary  offering. 

Balloting  for  officers  resulted  in  the  re-election  of  all  the  old 
officers  and  vice-presidents. 

New  Auxiliary 

Hertford,  1884.  The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  Hertford,  at  that  time 
in  the  Virginia  Conference,  was  organized  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  E.  M.  Jordan. 
Mesdames  E.  M.  Jordan,  Elizabeth  Reed,  A.  S.  Jordan,  W.  T.  McMullan, 
G.  D.  Newby,  Nathan  Newby,  K.  R.  Newbold,  H.  C.  Stokes,  M.  H.  White, 
Lucullus  McMullan,  Sue  B.  Toms,  Ann  R.  White,  E.  S.  Brinkley,  J.  L.  Bachus, 
James  Gatling,  ElizaGatling,  and  Miss  Ada  Guy  were  the  charter  members. 
The  pastor's  wife,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Jordan,  was  the  first  president.  About  the  same 
time,  1884,  the  children  were  organized  into  a  "Rosebud  Missionary  Society," 
the  members  of  which  are  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  today — here  or 
in  other  places.  The  auxiliary  had  a  struggle  in  the  early  days  to  create  interest 
enough  to  keep  up  the  attendance,  but  the  faithful  few  worked  and  prayed  as 
they  caught  the  inspired  vision  of  woman's  place  in  the  redemption  of  the 
world,  and  laid  a  foundation  sure  and  firm  for  future  years.  Mrs.  W.  S. 
Blanchard,  Mrs.  G.  T.  Hawkins,  and  Mrs.  R.  H.  Willis,  members  of  this 
auxiliary,  have  served  the  conference  as  district  secretaries.  Mrs.  G.  D.  Newby 
and  Mrs.  K.  R.  Newbold  are  the  only  two  of  the  charter  members  still  with 
us. — Mrs.  W.  A.  Felton. 

1885.  The  close  of  the  first  Sabbatical  year  found  the  Woman's 
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Board  of  Missions  at  work  in  China,  Brazil,  Central  Mexico,  the 
Mexican  border,  and  the  Indian  territory;  with  15  missionaries;  4 
assistants;  2  Bible  women;  1  medical  missionary;  1  trained  nurse; 
7  boarding  schools;  10  day  schools;  276  boarding  school  pupils;  241 
pupils  in  day  schools.  In  33  conferences  there  were  1,947  auxiliaries, 
with  43,096  members;  685  life  members;  20  honorary  life  members; 
and  5  honorary  life  patrons.  The  children  were  showing  increased 
interest  in  missions,  being  well  organized  in  most  of  the  conferences. 
Woman's  Missionary  Societies  had  been  formed  in  certain  mission 
fields  for  "contributing  money  to  send  the  Word  of  Life  to  those 
who  still  sit  in  darkness — 2  in  Mexican  border,  1  in  Brazil,  and  4 
in  the  Indian  territory.  The  young  people  in  some  colleges  and  charges 
were  actively  at  work;  there  was  ua  real  live  organ  to  keep  them  wide 
awake  called  'Woman's  Missionary  Advocate'  ";  monthly  leaflets 
and  programs  for  meetings  were  being  sent  out  quarterly  in  advance  by 
the  thousands,  and  many  copies  of  the  annual  reports  distributed  free 
to  the  auxiliaries. 

Action  taken  by  the  board  on  certain  resolutions  that  year  was  the 
beginning  of  the  idea  that  has  developed  into  our  system  of  Social 
Service.  The  first  was  a  request  made  by  Mrs.  F.  M.  Bumpass  on 
behalf  of  the  Sabbath  Department  of  the  Woman's  Christian  Temper- 
ance Union,  that  the  Woman's  Board  endorse  its  "petition  to  Congress 
'against  needless  Sunday  work  in  government  service  and  inter-state 
commerce,'  as  the  committee  desire  official  signatures  of  organiza- 
tions, 'that  the  petition  might  be  weighty,  rather  than  bulky  with  rods 
of  unknown  names'."  After  the  reading  of  the  petition,  the  president 
and  corresponding  secretary  were  authorized,  as  desired,  to  attach 
their  signatures  to  the  document,  as  the  endorsement  of  the  Woman's 
Board  of  Missions.  The  second  was  a  resolution  offered  by  Mrs. 
S.  C.  Trueheart,  signed  also  by  Mrs.  D.  H.  McGavock  and  Miss 
M.  L.  Gibson,  recommending  that  all  our  home  workers  adopt  the 
suggestion  of  Miss  Laura  Hay  good  to  "combine  with  their  work  for 
heathen  souls,  the  work  at  hand,  such  as  visiting  and  comforting  the 
distressed  and  helping  the  needy." 

Mrs.  Juliana  Hayes  Visits  Us 

The  annual  meeting  held  in  Edenton  Street  Church  in  Raleigh, 
beginning  on  the  22nd  of  October,  1885,  possessed  a  number  of  un- 
usually interesting  features,  the  most  notable  being  the  presence  as  a 
visitor  of  Mrs.  Juliana  Hayes  of  Baltimore,  president  of  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  She 
was  introduced  to  the  conference  on  the  morning  of  the  second  day. 

For  the  first  time  committees  were  appointed  to  expedite  the  work: 
1st,  On  selection  of  vice-president;  2nd,  On  Contingent  Fund; 
3rd,  On  Training  School  in  China.  The  personnel  of  these  pioneer 
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committees  was  as  follows:  on  the  committee  "to  assign  one  vice- 
president  for  each  presiding  elder's  district"  were  appointed  Mrs. 
J.  A.  Cuninggim,  Mrs.  H.  F.  Grainger,  and  Miss  Blanche  Fentress. 
Contingent  Fun  d,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Bltck,  Miss  Alice  Wallace,  and  Mrs. 
Maggie  Griffin.  Miss  Laura  Haygood's  School  in  China,  Mrs.  F.  M. 
Bumpass,  Mrs.  C.  D.  Upchurch,  and  Mrs.  E.  C.  Beckwith. 

An  interesting  question  was  brought  up  when  Mrs.  Black  moved' 
"to  give  to  members  of  auxiliaries  present  the  right  to  vote."  The 
president  ruled  that  "only  those  prescribed  by  the  constitution  and  by- 
laws as  members  of  this  body  have  the  right  to  vote,"  but  asked  the 
opinion  of  Rev.  J.  A.  Cuninggim  and  Dr.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  who 
sustained  her  ruling. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Contingent  Fund  Committee  was 
adopted,  that  each  member  of  each  auxiliary  should  be  assessed  ten 
cents  annually  to  constitute  such  a  fund,  and  that  it  should  be  paid  in 
the  first  quarter  of  each  year. 

At  the  request  of  Mrs.  Black,  who  expressed  the  "feeling  that 
missionary  literature  is  an  important  factor  for  good  and  a  realization 
of  the  great  need  of  increased  zeal  and  interest  upon  this  subject  in 
our  society,"  a  Committee  on  Literature  was  appointed,  comprising 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Cuninggim,  Mrs.  F.  M.  Bumpass,  Mrs.  H.  F.  Grainger, 
Mrs.  W.  M.  Hankins,  Mrs.  C.  D.  Upchurch,  Miss  Alice  Wallace, 
Miss  Blanche  Fentress,  and  (by  request)  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black. 

Reports  from  the  auxiliaries  were  heard,  and  at  the  close  of  Mrs. 
Lockhart's  account  of  the  Durham  auxiliary,  "Mrs.  Hayes  arose  and 
with  earnest  manner  and  glowing  words  bestowed  upon  it  the  well 
deserved  title  of  'The  Banner  Auxiliary'."  Mrs.  Hayes  added  a  great 
deal  to  this  annual  meeting,  addressing  it  several  times  with  informa- 
tion and  inspiration,  especially  in  explanation  of  the  plan  to  finance 
Miss  Laura  Haygood's  school-building  program,  by  the  taking  of 
shares,  at  $10.00  a  share,  to  form  a  joint  stock  company  of  the  women 
of  Southern  Methodism,  to  raise  $25,000,  over  and  above  the  regular 
dues.  Mrs.  Hayes  and  Mrs.  Bumpass  gave  graphic  accounts  of  the 
taking  of  these  shares  at  the  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board.  At  the 
call  of  Mrs.  Hayes  the  following  shares  were  taken:  Mrs.  H.  F. 
Grainger  for  Goldsboro  Auxiliary;  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black  a  second  share 
for  Edenton  Street  Auxiliary;  New  Bern;  Person  Street  by  Miss 
Lillian  Branson;  Durham,  bv  Mrs.  Lockhart,  and  one  for  herself; 
Durham  Bright  Jewels  by  Miss  M.  E.  Carter;  Chapel  Hill  by  Miss 
Minnie  Mangum ;  Front  Street  Church,  Wilmington,  by  Miss  Alice 
Wallace;  Mount  Pleasant  Church,  Haw  River  Circuit,  by  Miss  Mattie 
Atwater.  At  this  point,  Mrs.  Hayes,  in  a  charming  pleasantry,  while 
assuring  the  ministers  there  of  her  appreciation  of  their  presence  and 
prayers,  assured  them,  also,  that  they  need  have  no  feeling  that  they 
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were  in  any  way  "exempt  from  a  share  in  this  noble  enterprise,"  to 
which  Rev.  J.  A.  Cuninggim  made  appropriate  reply. 

The  love  feast  for  the  evening  was  emphasized  and  brought  forc- 
ibly to  the  hearts  of  each  one  by  the  president.  For  many  years  after 
that  meeting  the  love  feast  was  a  regular  incident  of  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  and  must  have  been  a  season 
always  of  great  spiritual  refreshing. 

A  resolution  was  offered  and  passed  that  the  next  annual  meeting 
should  be  held  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Woman's  Board  of  Missions.  Before  entering  upon  the  election  of 
officers  it  was  moved  and  carried  that  the  delegates  from  the  Bright 
Jewels  be  allowed  to  vote.  The  election  resulted  as  follows: 

O officers  Elected 

President,  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  Greensboro;  corresponding 
secretary,  Mrs.  F.  M.  Bumpass,  Greensboro;  recording  secretary,  Miss 
Blanche  Fentress,  Raleigh;  treasurer,  Miss  Alice  Wallace,  Wilming- 
ton; auditor,  Miss  Ann  West,  Wilmington.  V  ice-f  residents  y  one  from 
each  district,  were:  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black  for  Raleigh  District;  Mrs. 
T.  G.  Cozart  for  Durham;  Mrs.  J.  A.  Cuninggim  for  Greensboro; 
Mrs.  Sarah  B.  Lee  for  Salisbury;  Mrs.  W.  M.  Robbins  for  States- 
ville;  Mrs.  H.  T.  Hudson  for  Shelby;  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell  for  Char- 
lotte; Mrs.  S.  D.  Adams  for  Fayetteville ;  Mrs.  W.  M.  Hankins  for 
Wilmington;  Mrs.  F.  H.  Grainger  for  New  Bern;  Mrs.  John  R. 
Brooks  for  Warrenton;  and  Mrs.  V.  A.  Sharpe  for  Trinity  College. 

Saturday  was  Bright  Jewels  Day,  and  the  address  of  welcome, 
made  by  little  Miss  Mary  Palmer  Mills,  was  responded  to  by  another 
little  lady,  Miss  Lula  Garrett  of  Wilmington.  The  children  had 
begun  to  know  and  love  Rev.  F.  A.  Bishop,  whom,  later,  they  affec- 
tionately called  "Uncle  Frank."  He  made  them  an  excellent  address, 
and  a  letter  was  read  from  "Uncle  Larry"  of  the  "Virginia  Rosebuds" 
regretting  his  inability  to  be  there  with  them,  expressing,  also,  his  deep 
interest  in  and  prayers  for  the  "Bright  Jewels."  The  delegates  present 
then  made  their  reports.  Among  the  delegates  was  "our  first  Jewel, 
Miss  Mary  Blanche  Blackwell,  who  was  present  as  the  representative 
of  the  'Scattered  Jewels'."  Mrs.  Hayes  also  addressed  them,  speaking 
in  "sweet,  loving  words"  truths  which  they  could  grasp  and  remember. 

This  extract  from  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Juliana  Hayes  published  in 
the  "Woman's  Missionary  Advocate"  of  January,  1886,  gives  her 
impression  of  this  annual  meeting: 

"The  annual  session  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society  was  held  in 
Raleigh,  a  bright  and  beautiful  city,  where  wealth,  luxury,  and  refinement  abound. 
The  interest  in  our  work  in  the  Old  North  State  is  unmistakable.  A  large  num- 
ber of  ministers  were  in  attendance,  some  who  came  from  quite  a  distance. 
Rev.  J.  A.  Cuninggim  came  prepared  to  help  the  women  of  his  conference,  which 
he  did  by  an  able  sermon  on  Sunday  morning  delivered  in  the  presence  of  a 
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large  and  attentive  audience.  Two  of  the  most  noted  women  in  our  whole 
connection  belong  to  this  section  of  the  work — Mrs.  F.  M.  Bumpass  and  Mrs. 
W.  S.  Black  j  the  former  the  corresponding  secretary  of  the  North  Carolina 
Conference  Society,  whose  influence  is  felt  throughout  the  state ;  the  latter  the 
'x\unt  Mary'  of  the  'Bright  Jewels,'  who  is  training  twenty-six  hundred  young 
souls  to  be  workers  in  the  coming  generation,  who  will,  in  the  future,  be  the 
gems  in  the  coronal  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ.  'Aunt  Mary'  and 
'Uncle  Larry'  are  doing  a  grand  work,  the  results  of  which  will  be  seen  in 
eternity.  All  over  the  southern  states  there  is  more  or  less  interest  in  the  chil- 
dren's work,  but  organized  societies,  such  as  the  'Rosebuds'  and  'Bright  Jewels,' 
give  more  promise  of  perpetuity,  and  it  is  high  time  that  we  should  no  longer 
delay  to  utilize  the  element  of  latent  power  found  in  the  children  of  our  church. 

"In  the  reports  read  by  the  respective  corresponding  secretaries  of  the 
children's  auxiliaries  one  prominent  development  was  the  large  number  of  shares 
in  Miss  Haygood's  college  taken  by  these  young  workers.  A  decided  interest  was 
awakened  by  the  reports  read,  both  in  the  adult  and  in  the  juvenile  societies. 
The  whole  tenor  of  the  exercises  was  highly  spiritual. 

"My  home  while  in  Raleigh  was  with  Mrs.  Upchurch.  It  would  give  me  the 
purest  pleasure  to  meet  all  her  family  again." 

Mrs.  Black  offered  a  beautiful  tribute  to  Mrs.  Hayes  in  a  resolu- 
tion expressing  the  pleasure  of  the  conference  in  her  presence,  with 
prayer  for  her  safety  in  her  travels,  for  the  abiding  presence  of  the 
Master  with  her,  and  that  all  needed  strength  and  guidance  be  hers 
to  carry  on  the  work  to  which  she  had  consecrated  her  life. 

Through*  the  adopted  report  of  the  Committee  on  Literature,  the 
conference  expressed  appreciation  of  the  "Woman's  Missionary  Ad- 
vocate" pledging  themselves  to  support  it  and  to  aid  in  its  circulation; 
expressed  a  need  of  the  children  for  an  increase  of  missionary  infor- 
mation suited  to  them,  pledging  themselves  to  circulate  such  literature 
expressed  high  appreciation  of  "Aunt  Mary's"  work  among  the  chil- 
dren, believing  that  "she  was  called  of  God  to  add  bright  jewels  to 
the  Saviour's  Crown." 

For  the  first  time  the  conference  session  included  a  Sunday  morn- 
ing service  and  an  "Annual  Sermon,"  but  this  innovation  became  a 
regular  feature  of  succeeding  conferences.  Dr.  J.  A.  Cuninggim,  be- 
loved throughout  the  state,  affectionately  known  to  everybody  as 
"Uncle  Jesse,"  was  our  "Pioneer  Preacher."  As  long  as  he  lived  he 
was  a  regular  attendant  upon  the  annual  meetings  of  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society,  standing  always  ready  to  "help  those  women." 
At  the  evening  service  Miss  M.  E.  Carter  read  an  original  paper,  on 
"Woman's  Work  in  Connection  with  Missions,"  before  a  large  con- 
gregation. It  was  so  good  that  she  was  prevailed  upon  to  allow  it  to 
be  printed.  Mrs.  Bumpass  and  Mrs.  Hayes  made  talks,  after  which, 
Miss  Haygood's  School  in  China  being  the  subject,  subscriptions  were 
again  taken  for  it.  Two  hundred  dollars  ($200.00)  were  raised,  or 
seventy  shares  were  taken,  making  Mrs.  F.  M.  Bumpass  and  Mrs. 
W.  C.  Norman,  the  pastor's  wife,  honorary  life  members  of  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society.  Shares  for  Mrs.  Bumpass  were  taken 
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by  Rev.  W.  S.  Black  for  Mrs.  Black,  Mrs.  Judge  Edwin  G.  Reade, 
Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  Mrs.  S.  C.  Vann,  Miss  Lilly  Gray  by  R.  T. 
Gray,  Mrs.  Effie  M.  White,  Mrs.  B.  P.  Williamson,  Mrs.  L.  Branson, 
Mrs.  George  Poe,  Brooklyn  Sunday  School.  Taking  shares  for  Mrs. 
Norman  were  Rev.  J.  A.  Cuninggim,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Hughes,  Mrs. 
C.  H.  Belvin,  Miss  Lillian  Branson,  Mrs.  George  W.  Wynne,  Mrs. 
E.  C.  Beckwith,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Lockhart,  Edenton  Street  Bright  Jewels, 
Mrs.  J.  S.  W.  Wynne,  Edenton  Street  Sunday  School,  Mrs.  W.  F. 
Taylor,  Miss  Blanche  Fentress,  Miss  M.  E.  Carter,  Mrs.  H.  F. 
Grainger. 

The  Gifts  of  Our  First  Sabbatical  Year 
At  the  close  of  the  first  seven  years  of  organized  work  for  missions 
•among  the  women  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  there  had  been 
formed,  and  were  still  enrolled,  68  adult  auxiliaries,  though,  in  1885, 
only  44,  with  1,060  members,  had  reported.  There  were  40  active 
Bright  Jewel  Bands,  with  2,611  members.  During  the  seven  years, 
$9,378.10  had  been  contributed,  which  sum  included  $1,736.42  given 
by  the  children  before  and  after  conference  organization,  the  amount 
contributed  to  the  Centenary  fund,  and  the  shares  taken  in  the  Laura 
Haygood  School.  It  should  be  remembered  that  in  those  first  years  the 
monthly  dues,  for  the  large  majority  of  auxiliaries,  were  the  only 
income — no  conference  or  auxiliary  pledges  were  made,  and  only  an 
occasional  scholarship  taken.  Our  minutes  record  seven  scholarships 
supported  by  individuals  and  auxiliaries:  Ellen  Morphis  Wood,  Frances 
Webb  Bumpass,  Lucy  Cuninggim,  Hettie  Snow,  Lida  Ruth  Carr, 
Pauline  Brooks,  and  Evelyn  Black.  Our  conference  had  responded 
generously  to  the  two  special  calls  made — "The  Centenary  Fund" 
and  "The  Laura  Haygood  School" — generously  in  the  manner  of 
giving  and  according  to  their  means  at  that  time. 

In  the  providence  of  God  a  door  of  opportunity  for  Christian 
service  had  opened  at  the  timid  but  insistent  touch  of  the  womanhood 
of  Southern  Methodism,  and  continued  to  swing  wider  and  wider  under 
the  strengthening  urge  of  that  womanhood  growing  ever  more  con- 
fident of  itself  in  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  the  inspired  vision 
of  world  evangelization  in  which  it  might  have  effective  contributing 
part  grew  clearer  and  brighter  and  larger. 


CHAPTER  FOUR 


The  Second  Sabbath  of  Years,  1886-1892 

"We  want  not  simply  more  money,  but  more  women,  all  of  them  with 
thinking  brain,  speaking  tongues,  traveling  feet,  and  beating  hearts." 

There  can  be  no  better  way  to  begin  the  tale  of  the  second  Sab- 
batical year  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  our  church  than 
by  quoting  a  part  of  the  report  of  the  General  Conference  Committee 
on  Missions.  A  memorial  from  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  was 
presented  which  asked  for  certain  changes  in  the  constitution  of  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society.  This  memorial  was  of  course  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Missions,  which  recommended  concurrence  in* 
all  the  items  requested  except  one,  and  in  that  one,  recommended 
action  which  would  give  the  women  the  essence  of  what  they  asked. 
That  one  item  was  concerning  the  sending  of  their  funds,  when 
appropriated,  to  the  mission  fields.  They  asked  that,  when  appropria- 
tions were  made,  the  fund  should  "be  sent  by  the  treasurer  of  the 
Woman's  Board  to  the  mission  fields  of  the  church,  to  be  used  for  no 
other  purposes  than  those  designated  by  the  Woman's  Board."  The 
action  taken  on  this  point,  as  recommended  by  the  committee,  was,  that 
appropriated  funds  should  "be  sent  through  the  treasurer  of  the  parent 
board  without  delay  in  such  manner  and  to  meet  such  purposes  as  the 
Woman's  Board  shall  direct." 

Another  report  of  the  Committee  on  Missions  reads:  "Your  com- 
mittee furthermore  asks  the  General  Conference  to  say  to  the  church 
that  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  organized  eight  years  ago,  has 
done  well — unexpectedly  well — in  its  collections,  marvellously  well 
in  its  administration,  magnanimously  well  in  its  relation  to  and  its 
co-operation  with  the  Parent  Board,  gloriously  well  in  its  achievements 
in  the  fields  of  its  operations;  wherefore  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  the  success  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  organized 
eight  years  ago,  has  demonstrated  the  wisdom  of  that  movement,  and  is  cause 
of  devout  gratitude.  What  they  have  done  has  been  done  in  excess  of  what  would 
probably  have  been  done  during  the  same  period  by  the  church  at  large.  Where 
they  have  been  most  successful  in  their  home  work,  and  their  zeal  has  been  most 
actively  displayed,  there  is  not  only  no  diminution  of  general  collections,  but 
rather  an  increase.  That  it  is,  therefore,  every  way  desirable  that  our  godly 
women  be  encouraged  to  a  continuance  of  their  zeal,  and  that  to  this  end  our 
preachers  and  people  everywhere  should  co-operate  with  them  as  their  other 
duties  will  allow." 

This  General  Conference  of  1886  also  made  sufficient  provision 
in  the  constitution  which,  the  bishops  reminded  them,  had  in  so  far 
been  left  in  an  unfinished  state,  for  the  election  of  officers  and  mana- 
gers of  the  Woman's  Board,  as  follows: 

"The  Board  shall  consist  of  a  president,  a  vice-president,  corresponding 
secretary,  treasurer,  recording  secretary,  and  six  managers  (to  be  elected  quad- 
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rennially  by  the  Woman's  Board  at  the  annual  meeting-  next  succeeding  the 
General  Conference),  and  the  corresponding  secretaries  or  alternates  of  the  con- 
ference societies.  The  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Missions  shall  be  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Woman's  Board." 

District  Secretaries  Authorised 

The  only  change  made  in  the  constitution  of  the  conference  so- 
ciety was  concerning  vice-presidents.  Instead  of  a  vice-president  for 
each  presiding  elder's  district,  it  was  provided  that  there  should  be 
only  one,  and  that  there  should  be  in  each  district,  a  secretary,  who 
should  organize  auxiliaries,  using  every  available  means  to  promote 
the  advancement  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  in  her  district; 
she,  or  her  representative,  was  to  present  a  report  of  her  work  at  the 
district  conference;  she  was  to  hold  an  annual  meeting  in  her  district, 
composed  of  delegates  from  her  auxiliaries,  and  an  all  day  meeting 
quarterly  wherever  practicable ;  to  send  quarterly  reports  to  the  con- 
ference corresponding  secretary  and  a  copy  to  the  conference  president; 
to  do  all  in  her  power  to  get  subscribers  to  the  "Woman's  Missionary 
Advocate,"  and  see  to  the  collection  of  the  Contingent  Fund  for  con- 
ference expenses. 

The  only  change  made  in  the  auxiliary  by-laws  was  that  a  copy 
of  the  quarterly  report  sent  to  the  conference  corresponding  secretary 
must  thereafter  be  sent  to  the  district  secretary. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  there  was  offered 
a  resolution  to  memorialize  the  annual  conferences  to  so  amend  the 
law  concerning  the  formation  of  district  conferences  as  to  include  a 
representative  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  among  its  members. 
A  motion  carried  that  action  on  this  resolution  be  postponed  until  the 
Committee  on  Revisals  should  have  made  its  report.  It  was  later 
unanimously  adopted,  with  a  further  resolution  that  the  president  of 
each  conference  society,  or  representative  chosen  by  her,  attend  the 
next  annual  meeting  of  the  conference  in  which  she  resided  and  pre- 
sent the  memorial  to  that  body.  This  action  requested  by  the  Woman's 
Board  necessitated  a  constitutional  change  in  the  composition  of  the 
district  conference  which  could  have  been  made  only  by  the  General 
Conference.  The  Discipline  of  1890  does  not  include  in  the  member- 
ship of  the  district  conference  any  representative  of  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society,  showing  that  this  memorial  from  the  Woman's 
Board,  if  carried  to  the  annual  conferences,  failed  in  its  aim.  It  is 
mentioned  here  to  show  the  forward  look  of  those  pioneer  women. 
It  was  not  until  the  General  Conference  of  1922  that  the  district  sec- 
retary was  made  a  member  of  the  district  conference,  through  the 
Revisals  Committee,  as  a  result  of  favorable  action  on  a  memorial 
from  the  Baltimore  Conference.  Several  days  before  this  action  was 
had,  a  Revivals  Committee  report  was  adopted,  which  made  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  in  each  charge  a  member  of 
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the  quarterly  conference.  This  committee  had  before  it  a  number  of 
memorials  asking  this  action,  including  one  from  the  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Council.  This  conference  historian  was  a  member  of  that 
General  Conference  Committee,  and  she  wishes  to  record  here,  that 
there  was  no  action  taken  by  it  on  any  memorial,  that  equalled  in 
enthusiasm  the  gratification  with  which  this  memorial,  without  dis- 
cussion, was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  committee  and  recommended 
to  the  conference  body  for  adoption. 

The  General  Conference  of  1886  authorized  the  organization  of 
the  "Woman's  Department  of  Church  Extension"  through  the  Board 
of  Church  Extension,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  funds  for  pur- 
chasing or  securing  parsonages.  In  accordance  with  the  recommenda- 
tions of  council  concerning  the  jubilee  histories,  the  story  of  this 
department  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  will  be  taken  up 
in  another  chapter,  and  a  continuous  history  of  it  given  from  its 
organization  till  the  time  of  the  unification  of  the  conference  societies, 
in  order  to  avoid  any  confusion  of  facts. 

The  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 

1886.  A  feeling  of  anxiety  and  distress  pervaded  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  which  was  held  in  October 
of  1886  in  Goldsboro,  because  of  the  extreme  illness  of  the  wife  of 
the  pastor,  Mrs.  L.  S.  Burkhead,  and  the  absence  of  the  conference 
president,  corresponding  secretary,  treasurer,  and  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black, 
the  children's  beloved  "Aunt  Mary."  Mrs.  J.  A.  Cuninggim  presided, 
Miss  M.  E.  Carter  was  appointed  to  act  as  treasurer,  and  Mrs.  John 
Brooks,  assisted  by  Miss  Carter,  to  arrange  for  the  "Bright  Jewels." 

For  the  first  time  a  committee  was  appointed  on  "Rules  of  Order" 
and  "Order  of  Business,"  and  their  report,  which  was  adopted,  pro- 
vided regulations  for  conducting  their  sessions  for  many  years.  Other 
committees  appointed  were  on  Finance,  Publications,  Nominations,  and 
a  new  one,  Future  Arrangements,  which  was  composed  of  the  district 
secretaries  and  the  president. 

The  Finance  Committee  urged  the  prompt  payment  of  the  Con- 
tingent Fund  by  each  auxiliary,  which  should  decide  upon  its  own 
method  of  raising  it,  either  by  voluntary  contribution  or  otherwise. 

The  Literature  Committee  called  attention  to  the  need  of  the 
auxiliaries  for  the  different  literature  being  supplied  them,  urging  the 
distribution  and  use  of  it,  the  giving  of  hearty  support  to  the  "Woman's 
Missionary  Advocate,"  and  the  encouraging  of  the  children  to  send 
in  their  reports  to  her  promptly  that  "Aunt  Mary's  'work  may  be 
lightened  and  her  heart  gladdened  in  the  performance  of  her  duties." 
It  recommended,  also,  that  the  minutes  of  the  annual  meeting  be 
published  in  pamphlet  form,  for  the  future  reference  of  the  society 
and  for  general  distribution  among  the  auxiliaries.  A  further  recom- 
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mendation  was  made  that  the  president  be  requested  to  issue  a  circular 
letter,  to  be  sent  to  the  district  secretaries  defining  their  duties,  and 
urging  upon  them  the  faithful  performance  of  the  work  imposed 
upon  them. 

Great  regret  was  expressed  at  the  absence  of  the  president,  Mrs. 
N.  H.  D.  Wilson,'  and  because  she  felt  compelled  to  resign  the  office 
which  she  had  so  nobly  filled  for  two  quadrenniums,  with  the  hope 
that  she  might  be  spared  many  years  to  see  the  results  of  her  labors. 
The  following  "Historical  Sketch"  of  this  honorable  and  honored 
woman  was  written,  at  the  request  of  the  conference  historian,  by 
her  son,  Dr.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  than  whom  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society  has  no  better  friend,  no  more  loyal  supporter,  nor  more  sym- 
pathetic co-worker  within  the  annual  conference  bounds.  The  Wo- 
man's Conference  Society  values  and  loves  him,  and  in  honoring  his 
mother,  would  also  honor  him: 

"Mary  Jane  Gregory  was  born  in  Washington,  N.  C,  August  5th,  1831, 
the  daughter  of  Rev.  George  Nestor  Gregory,  who,  as  a  member  of  the  Virginia 
Conference  had  been  assigned  to  Washington  while  that  part  of  North  Carolina 
was  still  in  the  Virginia  Conference.  He  there  married  Jane  Tyler,  daughter  of 
Captain  John  Tyler,  a  prominent  citizen  and  an  earnest  official  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  Shortly  after  the  birth  of  my  mother,  he  located,  and  lived  in  Washing- 
ton as  an  honored  and  useful  local  preacher  till  his  death.  February  20th,  1851, 
'Mary  Jane'  was  married  to  Rev.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  at  that  time  pastor  of  the 
church  in  Washington.  She  was  ever  a  true  and  loving  wife  to  him,  aiding  him 
in  his  work,  sharing  his  responsibilities,  and  sustaining  him  in  all  he  was  called 
upon  to  do  and  to  suffer.  She  was  the  mother  of  twelve  children,  five  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  To  those  who  were  spared  to  grow  up,  she  was  a  loving  but 
firm  mother,  giving  of  herself  unselfishly  but  teaching  them  also  to  serve. 
As  a  pastor's  wife,  and  as  the  wife  of  a  presiding  elder,  she  was  active  in  all 
the  church  work.  From  1856,  when  her  husband  established  a  home  in  Greens- 
boro, she  was  a  member  of  West  Market  Street  Church,  always  active  in  its 
work.  Some  of  my  earliest  recollections  of  her  are  as  she  was  marshalling  her 
large  brood  into  the  'amen  corner'  seat,  and  the  music  of  her  whispered  responses 
in  the  prayers  is  still  in  my  ears.  She  was  a  leader  among  the  women  of  this 
church.  She  was  deeply  interested  in  the  work  of  women  for  women  in  mission 
fields,  and  Mrs.  Juliana  Hayes  and  Miss  Melissa  Baker  came  to  our  house 
directly  from  the  Atlanta  General  Conference,  if  I  remember  correctly,  to  con- 
sult about  the  organization  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society.  She  was 
elected  the  first  president  of  the  conference  society,  and  served  until  my  father's 
health  made  her  feel  that  she  must  resign.  During  these  eight  years  the  society 
grew  in  strength.  Her  successor,  who  was  her  best  friend,  had,  to  the  end,  her 
sympathy,  her  advice,  and  her  prayers.  Always  a  sincere  Christian,  she  ripened 
during  the  years  of  her  widowhood,  and  when  the  call  came  passed  in  triumph 
to  her  reward,  February  20th,  1894,  from  the  old  home  in  Greensboro." 

The  Tribute  of  a  Friend  to  Mrs.  Wilson 

"Whenever  a  great  movement  is  about  to  be  launched  in  the  world,  such  as 
was  the  woman's  missionary  work,  inaugurated  by  the  General  Conference  of 
the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  fifty  years  ago,  it  is  already  provided  with  a  great 
leadership,  in  anticipation  of  the  call  to  service.  The  great-hearted  and  true- 
hearted  have  been  prepared  through  past  experience,  and  loyalty  to  the  high 
and  noble  claims  of  duty,  to  answer  gladly,  'Here  am  Ij  send  me.'  Such  a  leader 


88 


Seven  Times  Seven 


is  readily  found  among  the  outstanding  women  of  the  day,  and  hence  it  is  not 
surprising  that  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson  was  chosen  for  the  position  of  leadership 
as  president  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  the  North  Carolina  Confer- 
ence, a  position  for  which  she  was  eminently  fitted  by  her  intelligence,  her 
strong  Christian  character,  and  by  social  graces  which  gave  her  ready  access  to 
the  best  elements  of  the  womanhood  of  the  church.  She  was  highly  endowed  as 
a  leader,  and  thereby  was  successful  in  securing  a  loyal  body  of  like  minded 
followers  in  a  cause  dear  to  the  hearts  of  many  daughters  of  the  church. 

"Mrs.  Wilson  was  a  woman  of  great  resourcefulness  which  she  consecrated 
fully  to  the  service  of  the  local  church  5  and  when  called  to  a  broader  field  of 
usefulness,  she  devoted  her  talents  to  advancing  the  cause  of  the  Redeemer's 
kingdom  with  the  same  spirit  of  love  and  loyalty  which  had  characterized  her 
life  in  the  relation  of  helpmeet  to  a  prominent  minister  of  the  gospel  in  the 
North  Carolina  Conference,  and  a  faithful  worker  in  the  promotion  of  all  the 
interests  of  her  beloved  church." — Mrs.  Lucy  H.  Robertson. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Future  Arrangements  is  inter- 
esting in  that  it  is  the  first  of  its  kind.  Provision  was  made  for  a  Stand- 
ing Committee  to  be  composed  of  the  conference  executive  officers 
and  the  executive  officers  of  the  auxiliaries  of  the  city  or  town  in  which 
the  annual  meeting  should  be  held,  to  meet  at  the  call  of  the  president 
during  the  third  quarter  of  the  missionary  year  for  the  purpose  of 
making  programs  and  other  arrangements  for  the  conference;  the 
president  was  requested  to  secure  reduced  rates  on  the  railroads  for 
the  benefit  of  those  attending  the  meeting,  which  was  set  to  begin 
the  fourth  Sunday  in  October,  continuing  through  Monday  and  Tues- 
day, and  Wednesday  if  necessary;  and  that  the  program,  with  all  the 
particulars  of  the  annual  meeting  important  to  the  auxiliaries,  should 
be  published  in  the  church  paper  and  the  papers  of  the  place  of  the 
annual  meeting. 

The  report  of  the  Nominating  Committee,  which  was  adopted, 
resulted  in  the  election  of  these  officers:  President,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Cun- 
inggim,  Greensboro;  vice-president,  Miss  M.  E.  Carter,  Durham; 
corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  F.  M.  Bumpass,  Greensboro;  recording 
secretary,  Miss  Blanche  Fentress,  Raleigh;  treasurer,  Mrs.  W.  C. 
Norman,  Raleigh.  Mrs.  C.  H.  Belvin  of  Raleigh  was  chosen  for 
auditor. 

District  secretaries:  Raleigh,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black  of  Raleigh;  Dur- 
ham, Mrs.  T.  G.  Cozart  of  Durham;  Greensboro,  Mrs.  L.  L.  Hen- 
dren  of  Winston;  Trinity  College,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Ferree  of  Randleman; 
Salisbury, 'Mrs.  Joseph  Wheeler  of  Concord;  Statesville,  Mrs.  W.  M. 
Robbins  of  Statesville;  Shelby,  Mrs.  H.  T.  Hudson  of  Shelby;  Char- 
lotte, Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell  of  Charlotte;  Fayetteville,  Miss  M.  E. 
Rishton  of  Fayetteville;  Wilmington,  Mrs.  W.  M.  Hankins  of  Wil- 
mington; New  Bern,  Mrs.  N.  R.  Grainger  of  Goldsboro;  Warrenton, 
Mrs.  J.  R.  Brooks  of  Goldsboro;  and  Washington,  Mrs.  T.  H.  Gatlin 
of  Washington. 

A  resolution  was  offered  and  passed  regretting  the  absence  of  Mrs. 
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Black,  recommending  that  she  have  full  charge  of  the  "Bright  Jewels," 
and  extending  thanks  for  the  faithful  and  efficient  manner  in  which 
she  had  discharged  the  very  onerous  duties  of  her  position.  In  her 
report  Mrs.  Bumpass  said  that  while  there  had  been  growth  in  the 
society  the  "Bright  Jewels"  had  outstripped  the  adults  in  the  work. 

The  annual  sermon  was  preached  by  Dr.  John  R.  Brooks,  and  the 
conference  assembled  in  closing  session  the  following  morning,  when 
some  last  reports  were  heard,  and  with  sorrowful  hearts  the  women 
listened  to  a  beautiful  tribute  of  love  to  the  memory  of  their  "sainted 
sister,"  Mrs.  L.  S.  Burkhead. 

C onjerence  Minutes  First  Printed 
This  record  closes  with  these  words:  "The  first  minutes  printed  in 
pamphlet  form.  Miss  Blanche  Fentress,  recording  secretary."  There 
is  a  copy  of  this  pamphlet,  which  was  preserved  by  Miss  Fentress,  in 
the  volume  of  minutes  which  she  wrote  in  her  own  hand  during  the 
first  ten  years  of  the.  life  of  the  conference  society. 

New  Auxiliaries 

Franklinton,  May  2,  1886.  The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  was  organized 
in  Franklinton  on  the  2nd  of  May,  18  86,  at  three  ©'clock  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
with  thirteen  members.  The  following  were  among  the  number:  Mrs.  B.  N. 
Ballard,  Mrs.  Mary  Clegg,  Mrs.  H.  S.  Furman,  Mrs.  Emily  Jeffreys,  Mrs.  Eliza 
G.  Joyner,  Mrs.  Pauline  Mitchell,  Mrs.  Joe  Mitchell,  Mrs.  Pressley  Person, 
Mrs.  Martha  M.  Tucker,  Mrs.  Bettie  Henley  (S.  C.)  Vann.  Mrs.  Joyner  was 
treasurer.  Mrs.  Vann  was  secretary  of  the  Raleigh  District  in  190  8,  and  at 
different  times  organized  three  children's  societies. 

Memorial,  Durham,  Fall  of  1886.  Late  in  the  year  1886  an  auxiliary  was 
organized  in  Durham  at  what  was  then  Main  Street  Church.  Among  the  charter 
members  were  Mrs.  B.  N.  Duke,  Miss  Anne  Roney,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Hamilton,  Mrs. 
Sneed,  Mrs.  Crawford,  and  Mrs.  Cecelia  Sneed  Crews,  who  drew  up  the  first 
by-laws  used  in  this  auxiliary.  Among  the  members  who  have  been  conference 
officers,  have  been  Mrs.  A.  M.  Gates,  conference  president  and  thereby  a  member 
of  Council;  Mrs.  J.  C.  Wooten,  at  different  times  district  secretary  and  superin- 
tendent of  Children's  Work;  Mrs.  W.  W.  Peele,  district  secretary;  Miss  Lillie 
Duke,  prominent  for  many  years  in  both  home  and  foreign  conference  societies; 
and  Mrs.  C.  D.  Rigsbee,  for  three  years  superintendent  of  Young  People's  Work. 
— Mrs.  C.  D.  Rigsbee. 

1887.  An  impressive  sermon  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Cuninggim  opened  the 
annual  meeting  of  1887  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  of  October  in 
West  Market  Street  Church,  Greensboro.  A  preliminary  meeting  was 
held  at  the  close  of  the  service,  at  which  the  committees  and  a  treasurer 
for  the  meeting,  in  the  absence  of  the  conference  treasurer,  were  ap- 
pointed. Two  new  committees,  Extension  of  Work  and  Juvenile 
Work,  were  named. 

The  annual  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  F.  D.  Swindell,  and 
with  him  in  the  pulpit  were  Rev.  J.  E.  Mann,  the  pastor;  Rev.  J.  A. 
Cuninggim,  the  presiding  elder;  Rev.  T.  M.  Jones,  the  president  of 
Greensboro  Female  College;   and  Rev.  Joseph  Wheeler.  Exquisite 
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flowers  and  beautiful  music  added  inspiration  to  a  wonderfully  up- 
lifting service,  which  closed  with  the  administration  of  the  holy  com- 
munion to  a  large  number  of  people.  Rev.  Joseph  Wheeler  addressed 
the  "Bright  Jewels"  at  a  service  held  for  them  in  the  afternoon, 
"holding  up  to  their  view  a  pure  and  polished  gem,  a  precious  jewel 
which  each  might  wear — a  Christian  character  their  very  own."  Mrs. 
Black's  report  made  at  this  service  showed  a  gratifying  increase  for 
the  year,  both  in  the  number  of  bands  and  the  amount  paid  by  them. 

Mrs.  Black  conducted  the  opening  devotional  the  following  morn- 
ing, and  saying  that  as  yet  no  missionary  had  gone  out  from  the  North 
Carolina  Conference  Society,  requested  that  their  prayers  be  directed 
especially  to  this  subject.  Whereupon,  a  letter  was  read  by  the  president 
from  a  young  woman  of  the  conference  whose  heart  was  so  deeply 
interested  in  the  cause  of  missions  that  only  a  clearer  view  of  her  duty 
was  needed  to  induce  her  fully  to  consecrate  her  life  to  His  service 
in  foreign  lands.  Mrs.  Bumpass  offered  a  fervent  prayer  that  her  way 
might  be  made  clear  to  her,  and  Miss  Carter  added  her  petition  for 
the  dedication  of  the  life  of  this  young  woman  and  for  many  others 
from  this  conference. 

Mission  Study  Anticifated 

In  making  her  report  of  the  Charlotte  District,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swin- 
dell made  two  forward  looking  recommendations  which  were  specially 
noted  by  the  secretary:  "1st,  That  our  women  be  requested  to  study 
the  Word  of  God  the  coming  year,  with  special  reference  to  mission 
work,  its  promises  and  obligations.  2nd,  That  each  auxiliary,  if  prac- 
ticable, procure  a  missionary  library,  that  its  members  may  fully  in- 
form themselves  as  to  the  character  and  necessities  of  the  work,  and 
the  grounds  of  hopefulness  for  success."  Upon  the  realization  of  this 
need  of  auxiliary  women  for  information  gained  by  study,  in  order 
to  do  effective  work  in  missions,  expressed  for  the  first  time  in  this 
recommendation,  was  later  on  erected  the  whole  structure  of  mission 
and  Bible  study  in  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society. 

In  the  progress  of  this  story  only  the  new  recommendations  or 
projects,  with  the  accomplishments  of  each  year,  will  be  recorded,  in 
order  to  show  the  gradual  unfolding  and  development  of  our  work 
from  the  time  of  the  planting  of  the  seed  to  the  full  flowering  of 
today.  It  should  be  remembered,  however,  that  no  good  method  has 
been  discarded  during  the  years,  except  for  a  better  one,  but  has  been 
improved,  perhaps,  from  time  to  time,  when  it  has  been  possible  to 
do  so. 

The  Committee  on  Juvenile  Work  contained  some  interesting  new 
recommendations.  The  presidents  and  members  of  the  adult  auxiliaries 
were  urged  to  interest  themselves  actively  in  the  Children's  and  Young 
People's  Work.  It  was  urged  that  an  effort  be  made  to  interest  pas- 
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tors  and  Sunday  school  superintendents  in  this  work  among  the  juveniles 
of  their  churches,  and  where  no  juvenile  missionary  society  existed, 
at  once  to  organize  Bright  Jewel  Bands.  The  committee  recommended 
also  that  the  conference  then  in  session  elect  a  superintendent  and 
treasurer  of  juvenile  work,  who  should  have  under  her  special  care 
the  Bright  Jewels  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  receiving  from 
them  all  reports  and  moneys,  and  reporting  her  own  work  in  con- 
densed form  to  the  conference  corresponding  secretary  and  treasurer. 
For  four  years  Mrs.  Black  had  been  doing  this  work  among  the  chil- 
dren with  gratifying  success,  but  without  official  conference  connec- 
tion to  support  her  in  it,  more  than  the  love  and  sympathetic  apprecia- 
tion of  the  children  and  women  of  the  conference.  The  members  of 
the  committee,  Mrs.  Black,  Mrs.  Hendren,  Misses  Carter,  Lizzie 
Rishton  and  Gertie  Smith,  pledged  themselves  to  do  all  in  their  power 
to  distribute  leaflets  and  literature  among  the  young  of  the  church. 

Pledges  for  Specials  Initiated 

The  adopted  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  contained  the  germ 
of  our  present  system  taking  specials  and  making  pledges.  It  recom- 
mended that  "in  consideration  of  the  small  amount  required  for 
monthly  dues,  presidents  of  auxiliaries  place  before  their  respective 
societies  some  specified  object  for  voluntary  work,  free-will  offerings, 
mite  boxes,  thank  offerings,  etc.,  the  object  to  be  selected  by  the  society. 
Those  women  in  whose  hands  God  had  placed  full  purses  were  urged 
to  "deny  themselves  the  outward  adorning  of  jewels  and  costly  ap- 
parel, and  give  unto  the  Lord,  as  the  women  of  old,  their  'finger  rings 
and  ear  rings  and  pellets  of  gold,'  and  let  their  chief  possession  be  the 
pearl  of  great  price." 

When  the  matter  of  publishing  the  minutes  was  brought  up,  a  vote 
of  thanks  was  unanimously  given  Miss  Blanche  Fentress,  the  recording 
secretary,  for  publishing  at  her  own  expense  the  minutes  of  the  eighth 
annual  meeting  and  presenting  them  to  the  conference.  Miss  Fentress 
and  Mrs.  Black  were  appointed  to  edit  the  minutes,  the  expense  of 
printing  to  be  met  from  the  Contingent  Fund,  supplemented  if  neces- 
sary by  the  generosity  of  two  brethren — whose  names  were  not  given 
— to  whom  the  society  gave  a  rising  vote  of  thanks.  It  was  voted  upon 
recommendation  of  the  Publication  Committee,  to  print  500  copies  of 
the  minutes  for  circulation  among  the  conference  and  auxiliary  officers, 
district  secretaries,  lady  managers  of  Bright  Jewels,  and  to  the  pastors, 
especially  where  there  were  no  auxiliaries,  with  the  request  that  they 
distribute  them  to  the  women  of  their  congregations. 

A  Week  of  Prayer,  Self  Denial  and  Thank  Offering  Appointed 
In  adopting  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Extension  of  Work, 
it  was  resolved  to  increase  the  fervency  and  frequency  of  petitions  for 
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that  quickening  of  the  Holy  Spirit  which  would  arouse  the  members 
to  greater  zeal  in  their  efforts  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  Word; 
to  endeavor  to  increase  membership  and  zeal,  each  member  consider- 
ing it  her  duty  to  gain  new  members  and  to  organize  new  auxiliaries 
wherever  she  could;  to  request  the  presiding  elder  to  aid  the  district 
secretary  in  her  efforts  to  organize,  and  to  mention  the  woman's  work 
in  their  quarterly  conferences,  asking  their  preachers  about  it,  and  that 
earnest  appeals  be  made  to  the  pastors  to  help  the  women  and  children 
by  their  prayers  and  co-operation;  that  "public  meetings,  missionary 
picnics  or  tea-drinkings  or  all  day  meetings  be  held  in  interest  of  the 
work";  that  the  week  before  Christmas,  from  the  18th  to  the  24th  of 
December,  as  appointed  by  the  Woman's  Board,  be  observed  "as  a  time 
of  self-denial,  prayer,  and  thanks  offering  for  the  spread  of  the  light 
of  the  glorious  gospel  which  we  have  so  long  enjoyed." 

Mrs.  Bumpass  reported  increasing  activity  in  many  of  the  auxili- 
aries. A  few  new  ones  had  been  organized,  old  ones  strengthened,  and 
some  which  had  seemed  dead  appeared  to  be  reviving.  The  greatest 
increase  had  been  among  the  Bright  Jewels.  They  numbered  65  bands 
with  3,305  members,  while  there  were  only  46  adult  auxiliaries,  with 
1,326  members.  The  Bright  Jewels  outnumbered  the  juvenile  mem- 
bers in  any  other  conference.  "But  why  is  it,"  she  exclaimed,  "that  not 
one  of  North  Carolina's  favored  daughters  is  numbered  among  our 
missionaries?  Are  they  less  consecrated  and  self-sacrificing  than  others? 
or  are  their  parents  less  willing  to  lend  them  to  the  Lord  as  did  Hannah 
of  old?" 

Superintendent  of  Juvenile  Work  First  Elected 

The  election  of  officers  and  district  secretaries  resulted  as  follows: 
Officers:  President,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Cuninggim,  Greensboro ;  vice-president,  Mrs. 
Lucy  Robertson,  Greensboro;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  F.  M.  Bumpass, 
Greensboro;  recording  secretary,  Miss  Blanche  Fentress,  Raleigh;  treasurer,  Miss 
M.  E.  Carter,  Durham;  superintendent  and  treasurer  of  Juvenile  Work,  Mrs. 
W.  S:  Black,  Raleigh. 

District  Secretaries:  Raleigh  District,  Mrs.  Julia  Barrow  of  Louisburg; 
Durham,  Mrs.  T.  G.  Cozart  of  Durham;  Salisbury,  Mrs.  Joseph  Wheeler  of 
Concord;  Statesville,  Mrs.  W.  M.  Robbins  of  Statesville;  Greensboro,  Mrs.  L.  L. 
Hendren  of  Winston;  Shelby,  Mrs.  H.  T.  Hudson  of  Shelby;  Charlotte,  Mrs. 
F.  D.  Swindell  of  Charlotte;  Fayetteville,  Miss  M.  E.  Rishton  of  Fayetteville ; 
Wilmington,  Mrs.  W.  M.  Hankins  of  Wilmington;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  W.  M. 
Robey  of  Goldsboro;  Warrenton,  Mrs.  A.  R.  Raven  of  Rocky  Mount;  Wash- 
ington, Mrs.  Frank  Bishop  of  Washington;  Trinity  College,  Mrs.  Dr.  Stanton 
of  Randleman. 

For  the  first  time  the  minutes  carry  a  tabulated  statistical  report 
of  both  Juvenile  and  Adult  work,  by  districts,  with  a  treasurer's  report, 
fully  itemized,  as  it  appears  in  our  minutes  at  this  time. 

New  Auxiliaries 

Southfort,  May,  1887.  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell  organized  the  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  Trinity  Church,  Southport,  in  May,  1887,  so  well  that  it  has 
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lived  and  worked  to  this  day.  Mrs.  x^shby,  our  pastor's  wife,  lent  her  encourage- 
ment, and  to  the  charter  members  many  others  have  since  been  added,  but  the 
influence  of  those  early  hand  maidens  of  the  Lord,  the  big  majority  of  whom 
have  crossed  over  the  River  into  Rest,  goes  on  gathering  momentum  as  the 
years  go  by. — Miss  Carrie  Dosher. 

Oxford,  1887.  The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  Oxford  was  organized 
in  the  fall  of  1887,.  by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Cuninggim,  after  a  missionary 
sermon  preached  by  Dr.  Cuninggim.  Rev.  W.  L.  Cuninggim  was  our  pastor  from 
1886  to  December,  1890,  and  his  wife  was  elected  our  first  president,  serving 
during  the  rest  of  his  pastorate.  Mrs.  M.  E.  Bobbitt,  who  succeeded  her,  served 
till  1907,  when  illness  necessitated  her  resignation.  The  charter  members  were 
Mrs.  R.  R.  Bourne,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Bobbitt,  Mrs.  R.  L.  Hunt,  Mrs.  D.  C.  White, 
Mrs.  Mollie  Landis  Frink,  Mrs.  Frank  Royster,  Mrs.  A.  S.  Pease,  Mrs.  Shields 
Hundley,  with  others  perhaps,  whose  names  are  not  now  remembered.  Mrs. 
E.  T.  White  came  into  the  society  shortly  afterwards,  and  has  been,  ever  since, 
one  of  the  most  liberal  and  zealous  members.  Misses  Lela  Routon  and  Carrie 
White  were  also  near  charter  members.  Our  auxiliary  now  numbers  thirty-five 
and  we  have  regular  monthly  meetings,  doing  the  best  work  we  can. — Mrs. 
Lorena  Bobbitt  Hunt. 

Warrenton,  1887.  The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  Warrenton  was 
organized  in  1887  by  Mrs.  Jesse  A.  Cuninggim  (Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Cuninggim, 
known  and  loved  as  "Aunt  Lucy"),  while  her  husband  was  presiding  elder  of 
the  district.  Mrs.  John  R.  Cole  was  the  first  president,  and  Mrs.  Jesse  Draper  was 
treasurer  about  twenty-five  years.  She,  Mrs.  E.  S.  Allen,  and  Miss  Mattie  Brown 
are  the  only  living  charter  members.  "Aunt  Lucy,"  as  conference  president,  held 
her  last  annual  meeting  here  in  1906.  She  was  taken  sick  on  Sunday  morning, 
and  Mrs.  R.  A.  Willis,  the  vice-president,  presided  over  the  rest  of  that  session. 
"Aunt  Lucy"  was  in  bed  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  E.  S.  Allen  till  she  was  able  to 
return  to  her  own  home  in  Greensboro,  about  the  first  of  June.  The  end  came 
before  very  long.  In  192  7  Miss  Josephine  Dameron,  a  member  of  this  auxiliary, 
went  as  a  contract  teacher  under  the  Council,  to  Ewha  College,  in  Seoul,  Korea, 
and  the  present  secretary  of  the  Weldon  District,  Miss  Amma  Graham,  is  also 
one  of  its  members. — Miss  Amma  Graham. 

Faison,  1887.  An  auxiliary  was  organized  in  Faison  in  1  887  which  has 
furnished  to  the  conference  society  its  present  vice-president,  Mrs.  H.  J.  Faison. 

1888.  Words  of  High  Commendation 
Mrs.  McGavock  said  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Woman's 
Board  in  June,  1888:  "We  mark  the  tenth  year  of  the  society  with  a 
white  stone,  on  which  is  inscribed:  'Not  by  might,  nor  by  power,  but 
by  my  spirit,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts'."  In  May,  Bishop  H.  N.  Mc- 
Tyeire  wrote  to  her  in  high  commendation  of  woman's  work: 

"Let  me  congratulate  you  and  your  co-workers  and  the  whole  church  on 
the  results  of  the  first  decade  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions.  You  have 
shown  practical  wisdom  in  the  location  of  the  fields  to  be  occupied  and  in  the 
selection  of  laborers.  You  have  shown  enterprise  in  raising  funds,  and  economy 
in  spending  them.  You  have  shown  excellent  administrative  ability  in  the  manage- 
ment of  affairs  at  home  and  abroad.  Your  periodical  and  leaflet  literature  has 
done  more  than  to  represent  and  promote  the  missionary  interest  of  your  Board: 
it  has  informed  and  quickened  the  whole  church  on  the  subject  of  missions. 
While  your  efforts  at  gathering  funds  have  not  lessened  the  income  of  the  Parent 
Board,  you  have  largely  increased  the  general  outfit  and  mission  plant.  The  good 
cause  has  been  gainer  and  not  loser  at  every  point  by  what  your  Board  has  done. 
The  gain  in  money  has  been  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  million  expended.  The 
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gain  in  church,  and  school,  and  hospital  buildings  may  be  valued  at  $150,000. 
The  gain  in  laborers  has  been  the  introduction  into  the  mission  fields  of  pagan 
and  non-Protestant  lands,  of  some  of  the  best  laborers  that  ever  were  sent  forth 
to  claim  the  ends  of  the  earth  as  the  rightful  heritage  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

"All  this  in  ten  years!  It  is  evident  that  the  Head  of  the  church  accepts 
your  offering.  Be  thankful  and  take  courage.  Do  what  more  you  can.  There  is 
need  for  us  all  and  plenty  of  room.  Surely  it  was  providential  that  your  Board 
was  correlated  with  the  Parent  Board  in  1  878.  Now  that  the  crisis  of  organizing 
and  correlation  is  passed,  now  that  ten  years'  experience  is  added  to  life  time  love 
for  souls  and  zeal  for  God,  may  we  not  expect  to  see  greater  things?  I  believe 
we  shall  see  them." 

Within  the  North  Carolina  Conference 
The  president's  annual  greeting,  addressed  to  the  conference  so- 
ciety assembled  in  New  Bern  in  July,  1888,  was  filled  with  inspira- 
tional and  practical  thoughts.  In  part  she  said: 

"This  nineteenth  century  has  been  called  woman's  century;  and  this  woman's 
work  for  woman  is  a  notable  feature  of  this  era.  In  the  early  days  of  Chris- 
tianity, when  the  church  was  purest,  woman  was  a  constituent  part  of  church 
polity.  Paul,  the  great  apostle  to  the  Gentiles,  did  not  fail  to  honor  the  work 
of  woman.  But,  as  time  passed,  the  love  of  many  waxed  cold,  abuses  crept  in, 
and  the  church,  becoming  demoralized,  woman's  work  was  driven  out.  Later 
on,  when  the  priesthood  usurped  all  rights  and  all  authority,  it  seemed  as  if  the 
religion  of  the  world  was  shut  up  in  the  monasteries  of  the  Romish  Church. 

Then  followed  what  is  called  the  dark  ages.  But  a  brighter  day 
began  to  dawn.  A  Divine  hand  was  guiding  the  true  church,  whether  in  cloister, 
or  as  the  humble  disciple  pursuing  his  daily  toil,  subject  to  persecution  and  often 
to  martyrdom.  The  day  dawned  brightly  when  Martin  Luther  broke  the  shackles 
from  an  imprisoned  church,  and  Christianity  began  to  assume  its  rightful  place 
in  the  world.  And  under  the  second  reformation,  as  we  may  call  the  work  of 
John  and  Charles  Wesley,  we  have  the  normal  state  of  the  Christian  Church — 
the  church  of  the  early  Christians.  We  are  entered  into  the  noon-tide  of  Chris- 
tianity, and  men,  women,  and  children  are  laboring  with  glad  hearts  and  willing 
minds  to  advance  the  cause  of  our  Lord  and  of  His  Christ.  The  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  the  Southern  Methodist  Church  stands  today  among  the  mis- 
sionary societies  of  the  world  ready  to  do,  or  die  if  needs  be,  for  the  Master." 

Sefarate  Young  Women's  Societies  Recommended 
She  urged  a  larger  Contingent  Fund,  that  the  corresponding  sec- 
retary and  the  district  secretaries  might  travel  and  organize  societies 
throughout  the  state,  convinced  as  she  was  that  much  more  could  be 
accomplished  in  interesting  pastors  and  women  generally,  by  informa- 
tion of  our  work  given  personally,  than  by  the  strongest  written  ap- 
peals that  could  be  made.  While  congratulating  "Aunt  Mary"  upon 
the  splendid  work  done  among  the  children,  she  called  attention  to 
the  fact,  that  there  were  many  young  women  who  were  not  reached 
by  either  the  Woman's  Society  or  the  Bright  Jewels — "we  should 
have  a  separate  organization,  a  Young  Woman's  Missionary  Society 
to  meet  this  necessity."  She  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Wo- 
man's Board  of  Missions  had  appointed  the  week  in  November  which 
included  Thanksgiving  Day,  to  be  observed  as  a  time  of  prayer  and 
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self-denial,  and  to  another  request  of  the  Board,  that  a  daily  concert 
of  prayer  for  the  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  the  work  and 
workers,  be  observed  at  the  twilight  hour,  by  the  entire  membership, 
earnestly  urging  that  it  be  done. 

An  interesting  item  in  the  district  and  auxiliary  reports  was  that 
Grace  Church  Auxiliary  (old  Front  Street  Church  Auxiliary,  organ- 
ized in  1879),  Wilmington,  proposed  taking  some  special  object  of 
work  during  the  next  year.  They  still  had  their  first  president,  Mrs. 
C.  G.  Kennedy,  who,  though  eighty-eight  years  old,  attended  every 
auxiliary  meeting  unless  prevented  by  sickness. 

There  were  only  a  few  new  recommendations  made,  among  them, 
those  contained  in  the  president's  message,  all  of  which  were  adopted. 
It  was  decided  that  the  printing  of  the  minutes  of  the  annual  meeting 
should  be  established  as  a  permanent  part  of  the  yearly  program,  the 
expense  to  be  provided  for  by  the  committee,  with  the  Contingent  Fund 
to  make  up  any  deficiency.  In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Wo- 
man's Board  of  Missions,  each  auxiliary  and  Bright  Jewel  band  was 
asked  to  send  to  Mrs.  Bumpass  a  list  of  the  names  of  its  members  who 
would  subscribe  to  a  child's  missionary  paper,  to  be  published  in  Nash- 
ville, at  twenty-five  cents  a  year.  The  conference  pledged  its  support 
to  such  a  periodical.  The  reading  circle  was  foreshadowed  in  the  recom- 
mendation adopted  to  purchase  in  each  auxiliary  one  or  more  copies  of 
"Crisis  of  Missions,"  by  A.  T.  Pierson,  to  be  read  by  its  members. 
The  adoption  by  each  auxiliary  of  some  "special"  for  which  to  work 
and  to  which  to  direct  its  free  will  offerings,  and  the  increase  of  such 
offerings,  was  again  urged  and  promised.  It  was  voted  to  use  a  part 
of  the  Contingent  Fund  to  pay  the  travelling  expenses  of  the  district 
secretaries,  or  of  properly  accredited  persons,  willing  to  travel  in  the 
interest  of  organizing  auxiliaries. 

There  was  no  increase  reported  in  number  of  auxiliaries  reporting 
among  the  adults,  and  the  number  of  Bright  Jewel  bands  was  not 
given.  Mrs.  Lucy  Robertson  and  Mrs.  L.  L.  Hendren  acted  throughout 
the  meeting  for  the  treasurer,  Miss  M.  E.  Carter,  and  the  Children's 
superintendent  and  treasurer,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black,  absent  on  account  of 
illness.  Mrs.  Swindell  offered  a  resolution  of  sympathy  for  Mrs. 
N.  H.  D.  Wilson  in  the  death  of  her  husband. 

The  following  officers  and  district  secretaries  were  elected: 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Cuninggim,  Greensboro  ;  vice-president,  Mrs. 
Lucy  Robertson,  Greensboro ;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  F.  M.  Bumpass, 
Greensboro;  recording  secretary,  Miss  Blanche  Fentress,  Raleigh 5  treasurer,  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Branson,  Durham;  auditor,  Mrs.  W.  H.  McCabe,  Durham;  superintendent 
and  treasurer  of  Juvenile  Work,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black,  Raleigh. 

District  Secretaries:  Raleigh  District,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Whitaker  of  Raleigh; 
Durham,  Mrs.  T.  G.  Ccfeart  of  Durham;  Greensboro,  Mrs.  L.  L.  Hendren  of 
Winston;  Salisbury,  Mrs.  R.  F.  Bumpass  of  Salisbury;  Statesville,  Mrs.  W.  M. 
Robbins  of  Statesville;  Shelby,  Mrs.  H.  T.  Hudson  of  Shelby;  Charlotte,  Mrs. 
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F.  D.  Swindell  of  Wilmington ;  Mt.  Airy,  Mrs.  B.  R.  Hall  of  Mt.  Airy; 
Trinity  College,  Mrs.  Mollie  F.  Skeen  of  Farmers ;  Fayetteville,  Miss  JVL  E. 
Rishton  of  Fayetteville ;  Wilmington,  Mrs.  W.  M.  Hankins  of  Wilmington; 
Warrenton,  Mrs.  Julia  A.  Gilliam  of  Wilson;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  Caroline  Bangert 
of  New  Bern;  Washington,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Cherry  of  Greenville. 

New  Auxiliaries 

Beaman's,  January,  1888.  A  Woman's  Missionary  Society  was  organized  at 
Beaman's  Church  in  January,  1888,  with  the  following  members:  Mesdames 
L.  D.  Minshew,  Robert  Yelverton,  Mattie  Best,  N.  D.  Minshew,  Ann  Bardin, 
R.  D.  S.  Beaton,  F.  F.  Ormond,  H.  J.  Sauls,  A.  J.  Yelverton,  W.  A.  Martin, 
Elizabeth  Baker  and  Mrs.  Dr.  Best,  who  made  every  effort  for  the  upbuilding 
of  the  society  and  the  church — Mrs.  Minnie  M.  Yelverton. 

Aberdeen,  October,  1888.  This  auxiliary  was  organized  by  Mrs.  Lucy  A. 
Cuninggim.  Five  of  its  charter  members  are  living.  The  society  has  had  its  ups 
and  downs,  but  it  has  lived  continuously  doing  good  work.  It  has  furnished  to 
the  conference  as  officer  and  district  secretary,  Miss  Emma  Page  and  Miss  Mary 
Page. — Mary  E.  Page. 

1889.  The  Birth  of  "Scarritt" 

In  1888,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions, 
the  report  of  the  Missionary  Candidates  Committee  closed  with  these 
words:  "Your  committee  returns  this  report  to  you  with  deep  concern. 
The  cry  for  more  laborers,  which  comes  from  China  and  Brazil,  is 
almost  piteous  in  its  urgency;  for  not  only  is  progress  hindered,  but 
the  work  in  hand  is  threatened  unless  re-enforcements  are  sent  out. 
It  is  not  the  will  of  this  Board  that  such  a  cry  should  go  unheeded. 
The  appeal  is  not  granted  because  there  are  none  to  send.  The  com- 
mittee would  suggest  that  a  call  upon  our  Christian  women  be  made 
by  the  corresponding  secretary  of  the  Board,  to  be  published  in  all  our 
papers;  and  it  is  our  firm  belief  that  they  will  respond  and  give  the 
needed  help.  We  must  trust  God  in  this  emergency,  and  we  will." 
Mrs.  M.  D.  Wightman  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent and  useful  of  the  pioneer  women,  was  the  chairman  of  this  com- 
mittee, and  in  response  to  the  call  it  recommended,  it  reported  in  1889 
that  forty-one  applications  had  been  received. 

It  was  in  1888,  also,  that  a  wonderful  vision  of  a  great  missionary 
training  school  was  granted  to  Miss  Belle  Harris  Bennett  of  Richmond, 
Ky.,  a  school  where  our  volunteers  could  receive  adequate  specialized 
training  for  the  life  service  they  consecrated  to  their  Divine  Master 
in  answer  to  His  call.  For  more  than  a  year,  the  need  for  such  a  school 
had  borne  upon  her  mind  and  heart  almost  continuously.  She  had 
thought  and  prayed  so  much  over  its  establishment  while  attending  the 
New  York  Chautauqua  in  the  summer  of  that  year,  that,  after  she 
returned  home,  the  conviction  that  the  voice  of  God  was  calling  her 
to  action  in  the  matter,  was  so  strong,  that  one  night  she  sat  up  sud- 
denly in  bed,  answering  audibly,  "Yes,  Lord,  I  will  do  it."  After 
recovery  from  a  long  illness,  the  way  was  opened  for  her  to  make 
her  ideal  known  to  the  Woman's  Board,  and  she  did  it  so  convincingly, 
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in  1889  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board,  that  she  was  authorized  and 
appointed  by  the  Board  to  investigate  the  matter  of  a  training  school 
for  missionaries,  to  present  its  claims  throughout  the  church,  to  enlist 
the  sympathy  and  aid  of  workers,  and  to  collect  funds  for  it.  She  had 
not  expected  this  responsibility  to  be  placed  upon  her,  and  in  dismay  she 
exclaimed,  "But,  ladies,  I  don't  know  how  to  do  it;  I  don't  know  the 
church,  nor  do  I  know  how  to  begin."  Then  she  remembered  her 
promise  to  God  that  she  would  do  it,  and  realized  that  she  must  forget 
her  fears  and  feeling  of  unfitness.  Miss  Nannie  Holding,  in  a  season 
of  prayer  with  her  before  she  appeared  before  the  Board,  had  given 
her  for  support  this  passage:  "Commit  thy  works  unto  the  Lord  and 
thy  thoughts  shall  be  established."  It  was  upon  this  promise,  Miss 
Bennett  said,  that  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School  was  built. 

The  story  of  how  she  and  Mrs.  Wightman  went  throughout  the 
church,  soliciting  funds  for  building  this  school,  is  familiar  to  all 
Southern  Methodist  women  in  this  year  of  our  Jubilee.  The  story  of 
the  first  dollar  actually  paid  in  to  it  by  little  Julia  Dortch  in  the  home 
where  Miss  Bennett  was  a  guest  during  that  memorable  Board  meeting; 
of  the  second,  a  five  dollar  gold  piece  given  by  a  "shut-in  saint";  of 
the  first  check  she  received  for  it  from  "a  gentleman  in  Winston- 
Salem,  N.  C";  of  how  Rev.  Sam  Jones  opened  his  meetings  to  her, 
inviting  her  to  attend  them,  present  the  matter  of  the  missionary 
training  school  and  take  up  collections  for  it;  of  how,  wherever  she 
talked,  gifts  of  money  or  subscriptions  would  be  made;  of  how  "at 
Greenville  and  Meridian,  Miss.,  as  she  sat  on  the  edge  of  the  platform, 
men  and  women  came  up,  took  off  their  watches  and  other  jewelry, 
and  with  money  and  subscription  notes  to  the  amount  of  something 
more  than  three  thousand  dollars,  were  poured  into  her  lap";  of  how 
"thousands  of  dollars  were  given  whenever  she  went  to  Mr.  Jones's 
meetings" ;  of  how  Dr.  Nathan  Scarritt  of  Kansas  City  gave  a  splendid 
lot  and  $25,000  in  money  to  be  added  to  a  like  sum  to  be  raised  by 
the  women  "to  be  spent  in  erecting  buildings  and  improving  the 
ground";  of  how  Miss  Bennett  and  Mrs.  Wightman,  before  the  end 
of  that  first  year,  "had  secured  pledges  that  aggregated  $25,000, 
much  of  it  collected";  of  how  inducements  were  offered  for  locating 
the  school  at  several  other  suitable  places,  surely  needs  no  detailed 
recounting  here.  But  we  will  pause  to  honor  these  two  great  women, 
in  special  tributes  paid  to  them. 

Miss  Belle  Harris  Bennett 

Born  on  the  3rd  of  December,  1  852,  in  that  section  of  Kentucky,  Madison 
County,  "where  the  blue  grass  touches  the  mountains,  in  a  home  of  culture  and 
luxury,  Miss  Bennett  spent  the  early  days  of  her  young-  ladyhood  going  to  col- 
lege, visiting,  traveling,  having  a  good  time  with  her  sister,  her  brothers,  and 
her  friends.  Church  attendance  was  a  part  of  the  program  of  the  Bennett  home. 
After  the  service  it  was  the  custom  for  the  young  people  from  all  the  country- 
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side  to  gather  at  the  beautiful  colonial  home  where  true  Southern  hospitality 
awaited  them.  Miss  Bennett  had  always  loved  to  read  her  Bible,  and  one  day 
these  words  from  Isaiah  attracted  her  attention  and  gripped  her  heart:  'If  thou 
turn  thy  foot  away  from  the  Sabbath,  from  doing  thy  pleasure  on  my  holy  day  5 
and  call  the  Sabbath  a  delight  and  the  holy  of  Jehovah  honorable  j  and  shalt 
honor  it,  not  doing  thine  own  ways,  nor  finding  thine  own  pleasures,  nor  seeking 
thine  own  words j  then  shalt  thou  delight  thyself  in  Jehovah.'  Thus  came  the 
awakening.  A  resolve  came,  no  longer  to  spend  the  Sabbath  in  having  a  good 
time.  Seeking  the  assistance  of  her  sister,  she  started  a  Sunday  school  in  the 
settlement  nearby.  She  faced  the  scorn  and  criticism  of  her  family  and  friends, 
but  followed  His  leading,  finding  great  joy  in  this  humble  service.  As  the  months 
passed,  other  contacts  were  made  with  the  people  of  her  own  state  who  were 
doing  worth  while  things ;  God  led  her  a  step  farther  when  He  called  her  to 
the  leadership  of  the  women  of  the  Kentucky  Conference  Missionary  Society." 
Realizing  that  our  missionaries  were  being  sent  to  mission  fields  without  any 
preparation  for  their  task,  she  answered  the  call  which  resulted  in  the  building 
of  Scarritt. 

"Miss  Bennett  was  one  of  the  outstanding  leaders  in  her  church,  her  greatest 
interest  being  in  the  missionary  work.  She  was  member  of  the  General  Board  of 
Missions  and  president  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council.  She  frequently 
represented  her  church  in  national  and  international  committees.  The  International 
Missionary  Council,  which  had  its  first  meeting  in  the  fall  of  1921  in  Lake 
Mohonk,  N.  Y.,  had  a  membership  representing  seventeen  different  nations. 
There  were  only  three  women  from  the  United  States  chosen  to  serve  on  that 
committee,  Miss  Bennett  being  one  of  them.  The  work  of  this  committee  was 
an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  mission  boards  of  the  world  to  install  into  the 
governments  of  the  world  the  principles  of  brotherhood,  and  to  inspire  the 
practice  of  the  Golden  Rule  in  governmental  affairs.  When  the  two  great 
Methodisms,  North  and  South,  celebrated  their  one  hundredth  anniversary  in 
1919,  Miss  Bennett  was  the  only  woman  member  of  the  large  joint  commission 
that  planned  the  enterprise.  A  year  later,  when  Centenary  gifts  had  made  it 
possible  for  her  own  church  to  open  work  in  Europe,  she,  with  Mrs.  Luke 
Johnson  of  Georgia,  was  selected  to  serve  on  a  committee  to  go  to  Europe  to 
make  personal  investigation  for  this  new  field.  Miss  Bennett  had  previously 
visited  all  the  Latin-American  fields  in  the  interests  of  the  woman's  missionary 
work  there,  also  had  made  a  tour  of  the  Oriental  fields,  including  China,  Japan 
and  Korea. 

"Miss  Bennett  saw  the  missionary  work  of  her  church  grow  from  its  begin- 
ning to  a  great  force  operating  in  nine  great  mission  fields.  The  very  first  home 
mission  work  of  the  women  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  was  carried  on  through 
a  Parsonage  and  Home  Mission  Society.  The  organization  through  which  this  work 
functioned  was  a  Central  Committee,  of  which  Miss  Bennett  was  a  member. 
When,  a  few  years  later,  this  Central  Committee  was  formed  into  a  Woman's 
Board  of  Home  Missions,  Miss  Bennett  was  chosen  for  its  president,  and  served 
until  in  1910  the  Home  and  Foreign  Boards  were  united,  forming  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Council,  when  she  was  unanimously  elected  its  president.  She  served 
in  that  office  until  her  death  in  1922,  on  the  19th  of  July. 

"Miss  Bennett  was  not  only  a  leader  in  the  missionary  work  of  her  church; 
she  found  time  to  give  to  other  advance  movements.  It  was  through  her  untiring 
efforts,  more  than  that  of  any  other  one  person,  that  the  women  of  our  church 
were  granted  the  right  to  have  a  voice  in  the  government  of  the  church.  This 
right  was  granted  in  1918,  and  Miss  Bennett  was  elected  by  her  own  conference 
on  the  first  ballot  to  General  Conference  of  1922,  but  was  too  ill  to  attend  it. 
Miss  Bennett  was  deeply  spiritual,  a  life-long  student,  a  gifted  platform  speaker, 
a  real  statesman,  and  a  wise,  progressive,  and  safe  leader.  Hers  was  a  busy, 
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useful  life.  She  rests  from  her  labors,  but  the  influence  of  her  life  will  live  on 
and  on  and  on." — From  a  Chapel  talk  at  Scarritt  College  by  Miss  May  Or  a 
Durham  and  an  article  in  the  Nashville  Christian  Advocate. 

Maria  Davies  Wightman 

"Great  occasions  make  great  men  and  great  women.  The  memories  of  an 
illustrious  past  hang  like  sweet  incense  around  some  of  the  outstanding  leaders 
among  the  women  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  of  fifty  years  ago  when  they 
launched  out  into  the  great  missionary  movement  of  woman's  work  for  woman. 
All  honor  and  praise  we  give  to  them. 

"Among  this  array  of  God's  hand  maidens,  there  stands  out  one  steady 
and  true  to  the  Master's  calling.  Nearly  seventy-nine  beautiful  years  marked  the 
life  of  Maria  Davies  Wightman,  wife  of  Bishop  Wightman  of  Charleston,  S.  C, 
her  earthly  career  ending  at  her  home  there  in  1912,  on  the  12th  of  May. 
Rarely  is  there  found  one  individual  possessing  such  a  wonderful  combination 
in  character:  gentleness,  because  of  God-given  love  for  humanity;  strength,  be- 
cause of  purity  of  heart ;  vision  of  a  prophet,  because  of  a  knowledge  of  God 
learned  through  constant  communion  with  Him.  She  was  indeed  a  fit  herald  of 
God  and  a  mighty  helper  of  mankind.  Her  spirituelle  face  once  seen  could 
never  be  forgotten.  Though  small  and  delicate  in  stature  and  features,  in  her 
eye  there  kindled  a  glorious  radiance  with  quenchless  purpose,  mingled  with 
great  gentleness,  modesty,  and  humility. 

"Mrs.  Wightman,  born  under  the  best  traditions  of  her  beloved  Southland, 
was  of  distinguished  parentage.  The  culture,  refinement,  and  religious  atmos- 
phere of  her  girlhood  home,  coupled  with  careful  training,  made  an  impress 
upon  her  early  life,  and  at  nine  years  of  age  she  gave  her  heart  to  God  and 
united  with  the  church.  She  was  educated  at  Centenary  Institute,  Summerfield, 
Ala.,  being  graduated  with  honors  at  sixteen  years  of  age.  She  devoted  much 
time  to  the  best  literature,  especially  the  Bible,  her  daily  guide  and  inspiration. 
The  basic  principle  of  her  nature  was  reverence — it  permeated  her  whole  life — - 
making  it  profoundly  religious.  Her  life  was  dedicated  to  service,  and  her 
record  for  service  was  parallel  with  that  of  her  husband  as  they  worked  together 
in  the  upbuilding  of  the  Lord's  kingdom.  Her  matchless  spirit  and  her  heroic 
achievements,  as  a  wise,  sisterly  and  understanding  leader  were  the  result  of  the 
fundamental  laws  governing  a  career  and  life — wisdom,  vision,  and  co-operation. 

"Prior  to  the  organization  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  in  1  878, 
Mrs.  Wightman's  interests  and  efforts  were  manifested  in  making  public  ad- 
dresses and  collecting  funds  for  the  'lady'  missionaries  and  scholarshpis  in  China. 
Bishop  Wightman,  in  a  letter  to  Mrs.  McGavock,  refers  to  this,  saying,  'In  behalf 
of  my  good  wife  I  enclose  check  for  $125.00  obtained  by  her  for  the  expense  of 
the  'lady'  missionary.  Dr.  D.  C.  Kelly,  associate  missionary  secretary,  in  his  report 
of  April  12th,  1  87  8,  regarding  the  sending  of  Miss  Lochie  Rankin  and  another 
missionary,  says,  'With  Mrs.  Hayes  in  Baltimore  at  one  end  of  the  line  and 
Mrs.  Bishop  Wightman  in  Charleston  at  the  other  end,  we  believe  the  additional 
$1,000.00  can  be  had  before  the  date  desired  to  have  them  go  forth.'  She  was 
in  Atlanta  in  1  878,  assisting  in  the  organization  of  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society,  and  was  named  a  vice-president  with  the  wives  of  the  other  seven 
bishops.  She  was  the  only  one  of  the  eight  who  served  as  president.  She  served 
as  vice-president  for  sixteen  years  with  Mrs.  Hayes  as  president  j  and  at  her 
death  Mrs.  Wightman  became  president,  serving  thirteen  years,  after  which  she 
was  elected  honorary  life  president. 

"In  the  reports  of  the  Woman's  Board  are  found  many  items  showing  Mrs. 
Wightman's  farsightedness  and  constructive  ability  as  an  administrative  officer. 
In  the  first  annual  report  it  is  stated:  'Bishop  Wightman  and  his  zealous  wife 
have  united  in  forming  societies  outside  their  own  state.'  To  her,  the  women 
are  debtor  for  the  formation  of  conference  societies.  From  the  Dailv  Advocate 
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of  the  general  conference/  of  1  87  8,  May  24th,  Atlanta,  we  quote:  'On  motion 
of  Mrs.  Bishop  Wightman  it  was  ordered  that  conference  and  auxiliary  societies 
be  formed.'  Mrs.  F.  A.  Butler,  also  one  of  the  pioneers  and  editor  of  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Advocate  for  thirty  years,  says  in  her  history,  'It  is  not  too 
much  to  say  that  Mrs.  Wightman  exerted  an  influence  in  favor  of  missions, 
especially  in  woman's  societies,  more  direct  and  vital  than  any  other  woman  in 
the  church.'  Wherever  she  went  she  left  the  impress  of  the  true  missionary  spirit, 
always  doing  good  and  seeking  souls  to  be  saved. 

"In  her  own  conference,  her  work  and  influence  were  notable.  She  organ- 
ized the  conference  society  in  December,  1  878,  and  was  elected  its  president, 
holding  the  office  until  her  death,  serving  thirty-four  years.  During  the  first 
year,  eighty-seven  auxiliaries  were  organized,  and  for  six  years  her  conference 
led  in  contributions,  number  of  auxiliaries  and  members.  More  than  forty  years 
ago  she  invited  exery  Chinaman  in  Charleston  to  attend  her  Sunday  school  class, 
organized  for  them,  which  she  conducted  with  successful  results  for  many  years. 
The  first  literary  society  for  young  women  in  China  was  in  McTyeire  School, 
Shanghai,  and  named  for  her.  She  gave  them  a  piano  and  many  books  to  begin 
a  library.  She  organized  a  missionary  society  among  the  young  women  of  Paine 
College  while  on  a  visit  to  her  husband's  nephew,  the  president  of  the  college, 
Rev.  George  M.  Walker.  As  conference  president,  she  asked  her  conference 
society  to  memorialize  the  Woman's  Board,  and  through  it  the  general  confer- 
ence, to  open  work  in  Africa,  stating  that  there  would  be  colored  missionaries 
trained  at  Paine  College  who  would  be  ready  to  go  to  work  in  Africa.  Her 
resolution  was  presented  to  and  adopted  by  the  board  in  1901  in  Asheville,  N.  C. 
She,  early  in  the  beginning  of  the  woman's  missionary  enterprise,  recognized 
the  need  for  our  missionaries  to  be  trained,  to  be  effective,  and  when  Miss  Bennett 
presented  her  vision  of  a  great  missionary  training  school  for  our  missionaries, 
she  was  one  of  three  women  to  advocate  Miss  Bennett's  appointment  to  investi- 
gate the  subject.  Mrs.  Wightman  was  appointed  with  Miss  Bennett  to  receive 
subscriptions,  Mrs.  Wightman  taking  the  Southeastern  territory.  In  addition  to 
this  she  collected  $5,000.00  each  for  the  "William  Wightman"  and  "Stephen 
Olin"  lectureships  at  Scarritt  School. 

"Truly,  'she  touched  nothing  without  adorning  it.'  Her  benediction  rests 
upon  the  women  of  Southern  Methodism  in  her  parting  words:  'Oh,  God!  give 
our  women  an  enlarged  vision  and  help  them  to  give  their  best  to  thee'." — Mrs. 
Mattie  Hotchkiss  Stewart,  Charlotte. 

1889.  In  The  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 
In  reviewing  the  year's  work  in  her  message  to  the  conference  in 
Charlotte  in  October,  1889,  the  president  stated  that  there  were  30 
new  auxiliaries  and  33  new  bands  of  Bright  Jewels  reported  since  the 
last  meeting,  yet  out  of  a  membership  of  about  60,000  women  and 
children  in  the  annual  conference,  only  about  6,000  were  on  the  rolls 
of  the  society.  One  of  these  new  auxiliaries  was  the  Young  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  of  Greensboro,  reported  by  Miss  Rhusie  Wilson, 
the  first  one  organized  under  that  name. 

Mrs.  M.  D.  Wightman  was  a  distinguished  and  honored  guest, 
addressing  the  conference  on  several  occasions.  At  one  time  during 
the  session,  business  was  suspended  and  a  prayer  service  was  led  by 
her,  as  president  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  of  Charlotte. 

The  officers  and  district  secretaries  elected  were: 
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Officers:  President,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Cuninggim,  Greensboro  }  vice-president,  Mrs. 
Lucy  Robertson,  Greensboro ;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  F.  M.  Bumpass, 
Greensboro }  recording  secretary,  Miss  Blanche  Fentress,  Raleigh ;  treasurer,  Mrs. 
E.  J.  Parish,  Durham}  Juvenile  Work,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black,  Raleigh. 

District 'Secretaries:  Raleigh  District,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Whitaker;  Durham,  Mrs. 
R.  F.  Lyon  j  Greensboro,  Mrs.  L.  M.  Hendren;  Salisbury,  Miss  Mattie  Eaton j 
Charlotte,  Mrs.  P.  J:  Carrawayj  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Gorham  (Miss  M.  E. 
Rishton)  ;  Wilmington,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell}  Washington,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Cherry } 
New  Bern,  Mrs.  Caroline  Bangert}  Warrenton,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Spiers  5  Trinity  Col- 
lege, Mrs.  Mollie  F.  Sheen;  Mt.  Airy,  Mrs.  F.  L.  Guinn. 

New  Auxiliaries 

Weldon,  March,  1889.  Some  of  the  charter  members  of  the  auxiliary  organ- 
ized in  Weldon  in  March,  1  889,  were  Mrs.  W.  T.  Whitfield,  president}  Mesdames 
Jessie  Powers,  M.  C.  Pair,  Ida  Wilkins,  M.  V.  Moseley,  Misses  Laura  Powers, 
Maggie  Sledge,  Annie  Tillery,  Eugenia  Mingen,  Mamie  Wilkins,  Bettie  Mabry, 
May  Price,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  L.  Bass.  There  were  others  whose  names  can 
not  now  be  recalled,  with  several  gentlemen  who  paid  dues  but  did  not  attend 
the  meetings.  Rev.  L.  J.  Holden,  and  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jesse  A.  Cuninggim,  pastor 
and  presiding  elder,  were  present  at  the  organization  meeting.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Cuninggim  lived  in  Weldon,  and  both  were  great  helps  to  the  church  and 
auxiliary.  This  auxiliary  has  furnished  to  the  conference  a  district  secretary  in 
Mrs.  H.  C.  Spiers,  a  superintendent  of  Social  Service  in  Mrs.  Lee  Johnson,  and 
a  superintendent  of  supplies  in  Mrs.  Ida  T.  Wilkins,  who  held  that  office  from 
1908  (in  the  Home  Mission  Conference  Society)  until  she  resigned  in  1928, 
during  which  time  she  had  the  pleasure  of  helping  many  preachers  and  their 
families  who  have  been  appreciative  and  grateful. — Mrs.  Ida  T.  Wilkins. 

Henderson,  May  27,  1889.  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black  organized  an  auxiliary  in 
Henderson  on  the  27th  of  May,  1  889,  with  Mrs.  W.  S.  Parker  as  president. 
This  auxiliary  has  held  regular  monthly  meetings,  falling  into  line  with  the 
different  plans  and  suggestions  from  headquarters,  while  never  attaining  any- 
thing very  great.  From  this  society  there  was  formed  a  Young  Woman's  Mission- 
ary Society  several  years  ago,  a  live,  wide  awake  organization,  which  is  claimed 
as  daughter  by  the  older  auxiliary.  Recently  another  Young  Ladies  Society  has 
been  organized  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  L.  C.  Kerner.  In  the  fall  of  18  89 
Mrs.  Black  organized  a  Bright  Jewel  band,  with  Miss  Jennie  Cheatham  as  lady 
manager.  She  served  until  1900,  putting  her  heart  and  life  into  the  work.  From 
this  band,  one  of  the  charter  members,  Lottie  Barnes,  later  on  went  as  a  foreign 
missionary,  having  received  the  inspiration  to  so  consecrate  herself  under  the 
leadership  of  Miss  Jennie  Cheatham.  She  was  educated  at  Greensboro  Female 
College,  took  her  training  at  Scarritt  against  the  opposition  of  her  grandparents, 
married  Mr.  R.  J.  Parker,  and  together  they  went  to  Cuba  as  their  first  field 
of  service.  She  is  spoken  of  as  one  of  the  most  consecrated  persons  ever  known. 
In  192  8  it  was  decided  to  call  the  parent  auxiliary  the  "Lucy  Closs  Parker 
Society,"  in  honor  of  its  first  president,  who  served  faithfully  until  her  health 
failed,  after  which  she  continued  to  be  an  interested  and  contributing  member  as 
long  as  she  lived. — Mrs.  W .  T.  Cheatha?n. 

Lumberton,  October,  1889.  Mrs.  J.  Ed  Thompson,  the  pastor's  wife,  organ- 
ized the  auxiliary  of  Chestnut  Street  Church,  Lumberton,  in  October,  1  8  89, 
with  these  members:  Mesdames  J.  A.  McAllister,  J,  Ed  Thompson,  L.  S.  Town- 
send,  G.  E.  Rancke,  S.  W.  Bennett,  D.  C.  Norment,  and  Misses  Ellen  Jones  and 
Maggie  Johnson.  Mrs.  McAllister  and  Mrs.  Norment  each  served  many  years 
as  president.  The  auxiliary  has  furnished  to  the  conference  a  district  secretary 
in  Mrs.  L.  T.  Townsend. — Mrs.  D.  C.  Norment. 
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1890.  General  Conference  Action 
The  conference  historian  has  been  unable  to  secure  either  board  or 
conference  minutes  for  1890,  and  such  items  as  she  can  present  here 
have  been  gathered  from  other  sources,  all  of  them,  however,  quite 
reliable. 

In  May  of  this  year  the  General  Conference  met.  In  the  follow- 
ing words  of  commendation  and  sympathy  the  bishops  came  to  the  aid 
of  the  women  in  the  administration  of  their  work: 

"The  work  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  deserves  your  attention. 
With  great  patience  and  zeal  these  fellow-helpers  of  ours  in  the  gospel  of  Christ 
have  prosecuted  their  labors  with  no  small  measure  of  success.  In  China  and 
Brazil,  in  Mexico  and  on  the  border,  and  in  the  Indian  territory,  in  the  schools 
under  their  care,  through  Bible  women  and  by  hospital  work  they  have  diligently 
ministered  to  the  wants  of  women  and  children  and  prepared  the  way  of  the 
Lord.  Much  of  the  success  of  our  regular  missionary  service  is  due  to  their 
efforts,  and  in  many  places  this  form  of  work  has  become  indispensable.  In  the 
church  at  home  their  zeal  has  provoked  many,  and  a  wider  and  more  intelligent 
interest  in  the  extension  of  the  kingdom  of  Christ  has  attended  upon  the  organi- 
zation and  working  of  their  societies. 

"It  has  been  questioned  whether,  under  the  terms  of  the  discipline,  which 
restrict  woman's  work  to  'women  and  children  in  heathen  lands,'  the  Woman's 
Board  had  authority  to  enter  Mexico,  Brazil,  and  the  Indian  Territory.  To  re- 
move all  embarrassment,  we  suggest  that  the  action  taken  by  them  heretofore 
be  ratified  ,  and  their  constitution  so  changed  as  to  include  non-Protestant  lands, 
with  the  Mexicans  of  the  border,  and  Indians  of  the  Territory. 

"Difficulties  and  delays  occurring  and  in  some  instances  actual  loss  incurred 
in  the  transmission  of  their  funds  under  the  present  arrangement,  moved  the 
Woman's  Board,  at  its  annual  meeting  in  May,  1  8  89,  to  adopt  a  memorial  to 
this  General  Conference,  asking  that  they  be  authorized  to  send  their  funds 
direct  to  the  missions  by  their  own  treasurer.  This  request  may  be  safely  granted, 
with  a  provision  for  quarterly  and  annual  examination  and  audit  of  the  treas- 
urer's accounts  by  the  Parent  Board.  Every  proper  facility  should  be  afforded  these 
faithful  women  for  the  prosecution  of  their  work,  and  every  reasonable  pre- 
caution taken  against  unnecessary  interference  with  their  plans.  The  church  has 
had  much  benefit  from  them,  and  may,  without  distrust,  anticipate  greater  results 
from  their  service  in  the  future." 

The  Committee  on  Missions  carefully  considered  these  recommen- 
dations, with  memorials  from  the  Woman's  Board  and  other  papers 
relating  to  the  same  subject,  and  recommended  certain  changes  in  the 
constitution  of  the  Woman's  Board  which  were  adopted  by  the  General 
Conference.  Without  going  into  the  whole  report,  the  changes  only 
will  be  given  here,  in  the  effort  of  your  conference  historian  to  trace 
the  evolution  of  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Society. 

In  order  to  ratify  the  action  of  the  Woman's  Board  in  entering 
Mexico,  Brazil,  and  the  Indian  territory,  the  words  "heathen  lands," 
in  Article  2,  were  stricken  out,  and  these  words  inserted,  "foreign 
lands,  on  our  border,  and  among  the  Indian  tribes  of  our  own  country," 
and  this  sentence  was  added:  "The  missionaries,  teachers,  physicians, 
and  Bible  readers  employed  by  the  Woman's  Board  shall  be  subject  to 
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the  appointing  power  of  the  bishop  having  charge  of  the  mission  field 
in  which  they  labor." 

Two  secretaries,  one  for  Foreign  and  one  for  Home  Affairs,  were 
provided,  to  take  the  place  of  the  former  office  of  corresponding  sec- 
retary, which  had  been  held  so  splendidly  since  1878  by  Mrs.  D.  H. 
McGavock.  The  Foreign  secretary  would  from  that  time  conduct  the 
correspondence  and  attend  to  the  legal  business  of  the  foreign  field, 
prepare  the  annual  report,  publish  quarterly  and  annually  a  statement 
of  the  condition  of  the  work  and  give  all  orders  on  the  treasurer. 
Mrs.  D.  H.  McGavock  was  elected  to  that  office.  The  secretary  of 
Home  Affairs  was  appointed  to  conduct  the  correspondence  with  the 
societies,  attending  to  the  legal  business,  and  furnishing  for  publica- 
tion, quarterly  and  annual  statements  of  the  work  under  her  charge. 
Miss  Mary  Helm,  who,  for  many  years  had  given  her  service  as 
assistant  to  Mrs.  McGavock,  was  elected  to  this  office. 

There  had  been  some  dissatisfaction  over  the  delay  occasioned 
sometimes  by  the  roundabout  way  in  which  the  money  of  the  Woman's 
Board  had  to  be  sent  to  our  work  on  the  fields,  and  a  request  to  the 
General  Conference  of  1886  that  the  treasurer  of  the  Woman's  Board 
be  allowed  to  send  its  appropriations  "to  the'  mission  fields  to  be  used 
for  no  other  purposes  than  those  designated  by  the  Woman's  Board," 
was  not  granted  by  that  body.  This  situation  was  relieved,  at  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  bishops,  by  the  General  Conference  of  1890,  in 
this  action:  "When  appropriations  are  made,  the  funds  shall  be  sent 
in  such  manner  and  to  meet  such  purposes  as  the  Woman's  Board  shall 
direct."  In  addition  to  holding  the  funds  of  the  Board  in  safe  deposit 
as  treasurer,  subject  to  authenticated  drafts,  the  treasurer  must  thence- 
forward furnish  annual  and  quarterly  reports  to  be  published  with 
those  of  the  Foreign  secretary,  and  her  accounts  must  be  audited  by 
the  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Missions. 

This  entirely  new  Article  was  inserted:  "The  Woman's  Board 
shall  have  authority  to  establish  and  maintain  a  Bible  and  training 
school  under  its  auspices,  control,  and  management,  for  the  education 
of  missionaries  and  other  Christian  workers,  provided  that  the  collec- 
tions of  this  society  shall  not  be  used  for  said  school  except  such  as 
may  be  specially  given  for  that  purpose."  This,  of  course,  was  done 
to  authorize  the  establishment  of  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School. 
North  Carolina  Annual  Conference  Divided 

A  change  of  great  importance  to  North  Carolina  Methodism  was 
made  by  this  General  Conference  in  the  division  of  the  North  Carolina 
Annual  Conference  into  two  conferences.  The  eastern  section,  called 
the  North  Carolina  Conference,  was  made  to  embrace  the  Raleigh, 
Durham,  Fayette ville,  Wilmington,  New  Bern,  Warrenton  and  Wash- 
ington Districts,  and  all  the  others  composed  the  Western  North  Caro- 
lina Conference. 
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Changes  Made  by  the  Woman's  Board 

A  few  changes  were  made  by  the  Woman's  Board  in  the  by-laws 
of  conference  societies.  The  first  provided  that  annual  meetings  of 
conference  societies  be  held  as  soon  as  practicable  after  (in  no  case 
prior  to)  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board.  The  second  was 
the  placing  in  the  hands  of  the  district  secretaries  by  the  corresponding 
secretary  as  she  might  direct,  the  supplying  of  the  auxiliaries  with  such 
missionary  matter  as  she  might  obtain  for  free  distribution.  An  addi- 
tional duty  was  laid  upon  the  treasurer:  "She  must  keep  an  account  of 
the  expenses  of  the  conference  society,  and  send  the  same  with  her 
quarterly  report  to  the  treasurer  (of  the  Woman's  Board).  To  the 
district  secretary,  also,  another  duty  was  given,  that  of  conducting  the 
correspondence  with  the  auxiliaries  if  the  corresponding  secretary  so 
directed.  Two  entirely  new  sections  provided  that  no  funds,  outside 
of  dues  collected  within  the  auxiliaries,  Adult  or  Juvenile,  should  be 
directed  to  any  specific  work  without  the  consent  of  the  Woman's 
Board  with  the  understanding  that  such  work  must  be  in  accordance 
with  the  plans  of  the  Board;  and  credit  should  not  be  given  nor  vouch- 
ers accepted  by  the  treasurer  of  the  Wornan's  Board  for  funds  that  had 
not  been  paid  into  its  treasury. 

No  change  was  made  in  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  auxiliaries, 
except  to  drop  Article  5  from  the  constitution.  This  Article  provided 
that  changes  might  be  made  in  constitution  and  by-laws  by  the  society 
"at  any  regular  meeting  of  the  society  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the 
members,  notice  having  been  previously  given." 

Special  Session  Called 

Because  of  the  division  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  by  the 
General  Conference,  it  became  necessary  for  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  to  hold  its  annual  meeting 
earlier,  in  order  to  fill  the  offices  thus  made  vacant.  This  meeting  was 
held  in  July  in  Henderson,  and  the  following  officers  were  elected: 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Cuninggim,  Raleigh ;  vice-president,  Mrs. 
F.  D.  Swindell,  Wilmington;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black,  Oxford  ; 
recording  secretary,  Miss  Blanche  Fentress,  Raleigh ;  treasurer,  Mrs.  R.  E.  Lyon, 
Durham;  auditor,  Mr.  R.  E.  Lyon,  Durham  5  Juvenile  Work,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black, 
Oxford. 

District  Secretaries:  Raleigh  District,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Whitaker  of  Raleigh ; 
Durham,  Mrs.  George  Woodward  of  Durham ;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Gor- 
ham  of  Fayetteville;  Wilmington,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell  of  Wilmington;  New 
Bern,  Mrs.  Caroline  Bangert  of  New  Bern;  Warrenton,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Spiers  of 
Weldon;  Washington,  Mrs.  James  Mahoney  of  Washington. 

Mrs.  Lucy  Robertson  and  Mrs.  F.  M.  Bumpass,  respectively,  vice- 
president  and  corresponding  secretary  of  the  North  Carolina  Confer- 
ence, both  living  in  Greensboro  within  the  bounds  of  the  Western 
Conference,  were  elected  president  and  corresponding  secretary  of 
that  conference.  In  losing  Mrs.  Bumpass  as  one  of  our  executives  we 
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lost  another  one  of  our  pioneer  women  and  one  of  our  best  loved, 
highly  valued,  and  greatly  honored  workers.  It  is  in  gratitude  for  what 
she  meant  throughout  our  pioneer  years,  that  we  pause  to  offer  the 
following  tribute  to  her  memory: 

Frances  Moore  Bum-pass 

"Frances  Moore  Webb  was  born  in  Mecklenburg  County,  Virginia,  Septem- 
ber 26th,  1819.  She  began  life  under  most  favorable  auspices.  While  her  sires 
did  not  seek  to  obtain  high  position  at  the  hands  of  the  people,  yet  for  many 
generations  they  were  men  of  a  strict  moral  sense  and  of  independent  thought, 
always  maintaining  a  high  standard  of  Christian  living.  On  the  maternal  side 
her  ancestry  is  linked  with  our  early  military  history,  being  descended  from 
Robert  Dickens,  a  colonel  in  a  cavalry  regiment  in  the  Continental  Army,  and 
from  General  Stephen  Moore  of  Revolutionary  renown. 

"When  Frances  was  a  small  child  her  parents  moved  to  Person  County, 
North  Carolina.  Here  Frances  enjoyed  all  that  was  best  in  the  old  time  southern 
plantation  life,  .and  received  some  instruction  under  private  teachers.  She  con- 
tinued her  educational  training  at  a  school  in  Granville  County,  and  still  later 
pursued  studies  under  Rev.  D.  G.  Doak,  a  Presbyterian  minister  in  Orange 
County.  She  spent  four  years  in  teaching,  and  then  married  Rev.  Sidney  Bumpass, 
a  member  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference. 

"Sickness  and  death  brought  darkness  and  grief  over  her  home,  and  after 
nine  years  of  wedded  life,  she  found  herself  a  widow  with  three  children  to 
sunport.  She  laid  her  case  before  her  Lord,  and  after  nine  or  ten  months  of 
helpless  grief,  'a  river  of  peace'  poured  into  her  stricken  heart.  She  says  this 
assurance  came  to  her :  'I  am  wholly  the  Lord's  and  He  is  mine.'  Courage  came 
to  her.  She  added  the  duties  of  the  school  room  to  the  care  of  three  small  chil- 
dren, and  in  the  latter  part  of  1  852  she  began  to  edit  the  'Weekly  Message,'  and 
continued  the  publication  of  this  paper  with  exception  of  one  year  about  the 
close  of  the  Civil  War,  until  1  872.  The  minutes  of  the  North  Carolina  Confer- 
ence of  1  85  3  contain  the  following:  'Resolved,  That  we  do  most  heartily  recom- 
mend the  'Weekly  Message'  to  the  patronage  of  our  people,  and  that  we  will 
do  what  we  can  to  increase  its  circulation  the  coming  year,  so  far  as  it  does  not 
conflict  with  our  church  papers.'  The  minutes  of  1  8  54  contain  resolutions  for 
the  purchase  of  the  'Weekly  Message'  and  the  establishment  of  the  'North.  Caro- 
lina Christian  Advocate.'  Later  in  life,  Mrs.  Bumpass  edited  the  column,  'Chris- 
tian Experience,'  in  the  North  Carolina  Christian  Advocate  until  1894,  the  24th 
of  March. 

"In  1  878,  after  the  organization  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  she 
was  elected  corresponding  secretary  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society, 
which  office  she  held  until  the  division  in  1890,  after  which  she  was  elected  to 
the  same  office  in  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference  Society.  This  office 
constituted  membership  on  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions,  and  for  twenty 
years  she  was  a  faithful  attendant  of  the  annual  sessions  of  that  body.  In  ap- 
preciation of  her  long  and  faithful  service  to  the  cause  of  missions,  her  confer- 
ence society  some  years  ago  established  the  Frances  Bumpass  Lectureship  in  the 
Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School,  having  as  its  object  the  multiplication  of 
laborers  in  the  mission  field. 

"Mrs.  Bumpass  learned  to  lean  on  God  and  never  doubt.  The  strength  of 
her  life  was  her  faith.  To  look  on  her  countenance  and  to  note  the  tranquility 
there,  one  could  easily  be  convinced  that  she  carried  all  her  burdens  to  the  Lord 
and  left  them  there  with  Him.  The  memory  of  her  life  is  still  an  inspiration  to 
North  Carolina  Methodism,  for  having  fought  the  good  fight  of  faith,  on 
Sunday,  the  8th  of  May,  1  898,  Frances  M.  Bumpass  found  peace  in  the  presence 
of  her  Lord." — Epie  Smith  Plyler. 
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Executive  C ommittee  A ction 
The  Executive  Committee  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference 
Society  met  with  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black  on  the  4th  of  September,  1890, 
when  the  following  matters  were  acted  upon:  The  action  of  a  previous 
committee  in  accepting  the  resignation  of  Mrs.  W.  H.  Shaw  of  Wil- 
mington as  secretary  of  that  district  and  appointing  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swin- 
dell as  her  successor,  was  ratified;  at  the  meeting  of  the  Woman's 
Board  in  May,  before  the  division  of  the  conference,  Mrs.  Bumpass 
had  pledged  $200.00  for  outgoing  missionaries,  and  it  was  now  voted 
that  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society  would  assume  the  pay- 
ment of  half  of  it;  it  was  voted  also  that  the  $65.00  held  by  Mrs. 
Black  for  the  Bright  Jewels,  be  forwarded  toward  the  outfit  of  Miss 
Mary  Turner  of  Sharpsburg,  Ky.  Mrs.  Black  requested  that  the  name 
of  Mrs.  E.  C.  Beckwith  be  added  to  the  committee  on  the  Juvenile 
paper.  For  specific  work,  the  training  school  was  pre-eminent,  and  the 
committee  hoped  every  member  would  assume  her  obligations  endeavor- 
ing to  meet  them  within  the  fiscal  year.  The  attention  of  the  young 
ladies  of  Greensboro  Female  College  and  Jonesboro  was  called  par- 
ticularly to  the  training  school.  Several  other  Executive  Committee 
meetings  were  held:  in  Wilson  in  December;  in  Raleigh  in  March; 
and  again  in  May  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  for  the  annual  meet- 
ing which  was  set  finally  for  26th  to  30th  of  June. 

New  Auxiliary 

Carthage,  1890.  An  auxiliary  was  organized  in  Carthage  in  1890  by  Mrs. 
M.  E.  Adams,  who  was  the  president  for  a  long  period  of  years.  The  following 
were  charter  members:  Mesdames  M.  E.  Adams,  Ida  Bryan,  J.  A.  Hornaday, 
J.  A.  Worthy,  E.  P.  Sykes,  Bettie  Stewart,  and  C.  A.  Cox.  This  auxiliary  now 
has  thirty-two  members,  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  been  supporting  a  Bible 
woman  in  the  foreign  field  in  memory  of  Mrs.  S.  W.  Humber,  one  of  our  most 
beloved  and  loyal  members,  who  died  in  1917  after  serving  as  President  for 
a  number  of  years.  The  "Mary  Adams  Missionary  Society,"  Young  People's, 
was  organized  in  1913  by  Mrs.  W.  T.  Jones,  and  named  in  honor  of  one  of  the 
most  enthusiastic  missionary  workers  the  town  has  ever  known.  The  charter 
members  were  Leon  C.  Larkin,  Pearl,  Clarence  and  Maida  Stutts,  Wilburn 
Shields,  Eldon  Adams,  Paul  Waddill,  Thomas  Black,  Helma  Harrington,  Harold 
Williamson,  Fred  Downing,  and  Will  and  Bruce  Jenkins. — Mrs.  Charles  Sinclair. 

1891.  "The  Bright  Jewels" 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  in  1892,  Mrs. 
D.  H.  McGavock  said  in  her  annual  report:  "At  the  last  annual  meet- 
ing it  was  determined  to  publish  a  paper  adapted  to  the  growing  wants 
of  the  children's  societies.  Miss  x^nnie  M.  Barnes  was  elected  editor, 
and  the  'Little  Worker,'  beautifully  illustrated,  has  a  circulation  of 
5,300." 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Books  and  Periodicals  of  the 
North  Carolina  Annual  Conference  meeting  in  December,  1890,  says: 
"We  would  call  attention  to  the  'Bright  Jewels,'  a  monthly  juvenile 
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missionary  paper  published  in  Oxford  under  the  auspices  of  the  Wo- 
man's Missionary  Society  of  the  North  Carolina  and  the  Western 
North  Carolina  Conferences,  and  edited  by  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black.  It  is  a 
bright,  eight-page  paper,  filled  with  nice  reading  for  the  little  folks. 
We  invoke  the  blessings  of  heaven  upon  this  new  enterprise,  and  most 
cheerfully  recommend  it  to  the  Bright  Jewels  and  their  friends 
throughout  the  state."  The  conference  historian  has  been  unable  to 
establish  the  exact  date  of  the  launching  of  this  paper,  but  "circum- 
stantial evidence"  would  fix  the  time  as  early  in  1890 — it  was  a 
going  concern  in  August  of  that  year,  and  so  antedates  the  "Little 
Worker"  under  the  Woman's  Board  by  at  least  a  year.  At  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  conference  society  in  Durham  in  June,  1891,  agents 
were  appointed  for  it,  the  subscription  being  twenty-five  cents  a  year. 
Mrs.  Black,  who  had  attended  the  recent  board  meeting,  told  of  the 
projection  of  the  connectional  juvenile  missionary  paper  to  be  published 
monthly  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  with  Miss  A.  M.  Barnes  as  editor. 

Mis.  Black  carried  with  her  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  board, 
which  she  attended  as  the  representative  of  the  North  Carolina  Con- 
ference Society  for  the  first  time,  a  Bible  which  was  given  by  Hinton 
Pritchard  of  the  Henderson  Bright  Jewels,  on  his  sixth  birthday,  with 
the  expressed  desire  that  from  his  own  book  the  heathen  might  learn 
of  Jesus.  His  Bible  was  presented  to  Miss  Mollie  Brown,  our  new 
missionary  to  Brazil.  Another  gift  was  made  to  Mrs.  Black.  Rev.  J. 
W.  Lee  gave  her  a  check  for  $20.00  to  be  added  to  a  former  gift  of 
$15.00  for  equal  division  between  the  adult  and  juvenile  work, 
pledging  to  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  five  cents  of  every  dollar 
he  might  receive  that  year. 

The  Frances  Bumf  ass  Lectureshif 

The  North -Carolina  Conference  Society  was  expected  by  the  Wo- 
man's Board,  Mrs.  Black  announced,  to  endow  a  lectureship  at  Scar- 
ritt,  for  which  the  sum  of  $5,000.00  was  required.  The  final  decision 
reached  was  to  invite  the  Western  Conference  to  unite  with  this  con- 
ference to  raise  the  money  necessary  to  secure  the  lectureship,  which 
in  honor  of  the  conference's  loved  first  corresponding  secretary,  should 
be  called  the  "Frances  Bumpass  Chair  of  Biblical  Literature."  It  had 
been  learned  that  the  amount  necessary  to  erect  the  building  for  the 
training  school  had  been  secured,  and  it  was  determined,  therefore, 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Finance  Committee  and  Mrs.  Swin- 
dell, Miss  Carter,  Mrs.  Black,  and  Mrs.  Roger  Moore,  to  request 
Mrs.  M.  D.  Wightman  to  allow  the  sum  of  "about  $428.00  raised 
in  North  Carolina  for  that  fund,  and  also  considerable  amounts  on 
subscriptions  running  through  a  term  of  years,"  to  be  used  to  assist  in 
endowing  the  lectureship. 

The  district  secretaries  were  urged  to  hold  annual  meetings  within 
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their  districts,  which  should  he  attended  whenever  practicable  by  the 
conference  president  and  corresponding  secretary,  and  to  travel  through 
their  districts,  provided  the  necessary  funds  were  provided,  organizing 
new  auxiliaries  and  strengthening  the  old  ones.  For  the  children  it 
was  recommended  that  entertainments  of  an  elevating  character,  mis- 
sionary songs  and  recitations,  ship  and  temple  building,  be  held,  and 
that  small  amounts  of  money  be  distributed  by  the  lady  managers 
with  which  the  children  might  learn  to  raise  money  from  the  labor 
of  their  own  hands;  and  that  copies  of  their  quarterly  reports  be  sent 
to  the  district  secretaries. 

A  Life  Offered  for  Foreign  Service 
This  year  brought  the  offering  of  the  first  young  life  for  foreign 
service  to  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  the  North  Carolina 
Conference.  After  making  her  report  as  secretary  of  the  Wilming- 
ton District,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell  introduced  Miss  M.  J.  Hawes,  who 
offered  herself  for  service  in  Japan. 

An  offering  of  $10.00  for  the  lectureship  at  Scarritt  was  made 
through  Mrs.  Black  by  Mrs  J.  T.  Harris  for  her  children  in  memory 
of  their  father. 

The  following  officers  and  district  secretaries  were  elected: 
Officers:  President,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Cuninggim,  Raleigh;  vice-president,  Mrs. 
F.  D.  Swindell,  Wilmington;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black,  Oxford; 
recording  secretary,  Miss  Blanche  Fentress,  Raleigh;  treasurer,  Mrs.  R.  E.  Lyon, 
Durham;  auditor,  Mr.  R.  E.  Lyon,  Durham;  Juvenile  Work,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black, 
Oxford. 

District  Secretaries:  Raleigh  District,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Whitaker  of  Raleigh;' 
Durham,  Mrs.  George  Woodward  of  Durham;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Gor- 
ham  of  Fayetteville;  Wilmington,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell  of  Wilmington;  New 
Bern,  Mrs.  Caroline  Bangert  of  New  Bern;  Warrenton,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Spiers  of 
Weldon;  Washington,  Mrs.  James  Mahoney  of  Washington. 

New  Auxiliary 

Washington,  1891.  In  November  of  1891  an  auxiliary,  called  the  Young 
People's  Missionary  Society,  was  organized  in  Washington,  under  the  leadership 
of  Mrs.  Bettie  Mahoney,  secretary  of  the  district,  with  Mrs.  P.  A.  Nicholson  as 
lady  manager.  Among  the  charter  members  were  Miss  Annie  Bridgman  (now 
Mrs.  Fred  Mallinson),  Mrs.  P.  A.  Nicholson,  Miss  Ella  Phillips  (now  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Mayo  of  South  Creek),  Miss  Estelle  Carty,  Misses  Florence  and  Lottie  Spencer 
(both  deceased)  ;  Mrs.  Alex  Spencer  and  Mrs.  George  Spencer  were  members 
of  the  first  or  second  year.  The  first  Bright  Jewel  Band  was  organized  and  led 
by  Mrs.  Mahoney.  Miss  Annie  Bridgman  succeeded  her  at  her  death,  for  a 
number  of  years  laboring  faithfully  for  its  growth.  The  children's  work  was 
really  begun  about  fifty  years  ago,  when  her  grandmother,  Mrs.  Mary  Carrow, 
called  "The  Light  of  the  Church,"  used  to  take  a  lantern,  before  we  had  any 
street  lights,  and  gathering  together  all  the  children  she  could,  would  carry  them 
with  her  to  church,  to  love  feasts  and  prayer  meetings.  Mrs.  Maggie  Arthur  Call 
was  an  outstanding  woman  for  years  in  the  children's  work.  While  this  auxiliary 
historian  was  president  of  the  society  she  organized  a  Baby  Division,  the  first 
within  her  knowledge,  with  about  twenty-five  babies.  Several  attempts  were  made 
.by  different  leaders  to  organize  a  Young  People's  Missionary  Society,  but  without 
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success.  This  auxiliary  furnished  a  district  secretary  for  several  years  in  Mrs. 
W.  P.  Baugham,  and  the  present  district  secretary,  Miss  Bessie  Harding-,  is  its 
president.  As  a  widow,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Cordon,  came  back  to  her  old  home,  in  1893, 
and  soon  identified  herself  with  the  young-  woman's  work,  an  outstanding  leader 
among  us  till  failing-  health  necessitated  her  giving-  up  the  presidency.  She  devoted 
her  time  then  to  the  Bright  Jewels,  having  them  meet  in  her  home.  Her  whole 
time  and  thought  were  given  to  missionary  work,  and  as  our  president  emeritus, 
she  worked  on  until  she  died,  literally  in  the  harness.  Our  first  efforts  were  very 
feeble,  we  being  young  and  inexperienced,  with  no  knowledge  of  parliamentary 
law.  We  labored  on  faithfully  for  years,  making  little  headway,  seemingly. 
Often  discouraged  but  never  giving  up.  After  Mrs.  Cordon's  return  a  few  of 
the  older  women  joined  us,  and  when  the  home  and  foreign  work  were  united, 

1  tried  to  persuade  them  all  to  come  to  us,  but  it  was  not  till  1  925  that  the 
"Aid  Society"  disbanded.  Since  we  have  been  one  Woman's  Missionarv  Societv, 
the  work  of  our  auxiliary  has  grown  by  leaps  and  bounds. — Mrs.  P.  A.  Nicholson. 

1892.  Gifts  of  the  Second  Sabbatical  Year 
.  The  close  of  this  fiscal  year  in  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society 
found  the  work  being  done  in  Southern  Methodism  in  2,209  Adult 
Auxiliaries  by  43,206  members,  and  in  1,386  Young  People's  and 
Juvenile  Societies  by  33,190  members,  1,893  life  members,  100 
honorary  life  members,  and  11  honorary  life  patrons;  2  missionary 
periodicals  (the  "Woman's  Missionary  Advocate,"  with  13,000  sub- 
scribers, and  the  "Little  Worker,"  with  6,662  subscribers),  and  36 
varieties  of  leaflets,  with  monthly  programs  for  adult  and  juvenile 
societies,  aggregating  2,084,000  pages  of  that  class  of  missionary  litera- 
ture, disseminated  missionary  information;  and  Scarritt  Bible  and 
Training  School,  built  by  the  love  gifts  of  the  women,  juveniles,  and 
friends  of  the  missionary  society,  had  been  opened  in  September,  under 
favorable  auspices,  for  the  training  of  our  missionaries.  On  the  foreign 
field  the  Board  supported  38  missionaries:  16  in  China;  13  in  Mexico; 
9  in  Brazil;  and  4  teachers  in  the  Indian  mission.  In  China  there  were 

2  wives  of  missionaries,  52  native  teachers,  5  Bible  women,  4  board- 
ing schools,  33  day  schools,  758  students,  and  1  hospital  and  dispensary 
with  1,700  patients  treated.  In  Mexico  there  were  22  teachers,  10 
native  teachers,  1,171  pupils  and  women  under  instruction,  and  163 
members  of  the  missionary  society.  In  Brazil  there  were  10  teachers, 
4  native  teachers,  2  boarding  schools,  1  day  school,  and  242  pupils. 
In  the  Indian  mission,  receiving  instruction  in  the  school  at  Anadarko, 
there  were  42  Kiowas,  7  Comanches,  3  Chickasaws,  and  3  Cados, 
besides  many  women  and  children  reached  by  camp  work.  Total  money 
received  during  that  Sabbatical  year,  $467,470.95. 

The  North  Carolina  Conference  Society  Honored 
At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  in  1892,  Dr.  I.  G. 
John,  secretary  of  the  General  Board  of  Missions,  announced  that  he 
had  sent  to  each  member  a  set  of  the  "Missionary  Handbooks"  which 
so  far  had  been  printed.  It  was  his  desire  to  include  in  the  next  num- 
ber a  brief  history  of  the  origin  and  work  of  the  Woman's  Board, 
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which  should  be  written  by  one  of  its  own  members  who  should  be 
selected  by  it  rather  than  by  him.  If  such  a  history,  corresponding  in 
size  with  those  already  in  print,  could  be  furnished,  he  would  be  glad 
to  embrace  it  in  the  series,  assuming  all  cost  of  publication.  Mrs.  W.  S. 
Black,  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society,  was  the  unanimous 
choice  of  the  Board  for  this  work.  This  was  an  honor  worthy  of  note, 
and  a  recognition  of  the  unusual  ability  of  Mrs.  Black,  as  this  meeting 
of  the  Board  was  the  second  one  she  had  attended  as  corresponding 
secretary  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society.  She  accepted  the 
trust,  arid  the  desired  history  was  written  and  ready  for  printing 
within  the  stipulated  time. 

Mrs.  Black,  at  this  meeting,  proposed  to  the  Board  that  for  a  con- 
sideration of  $200.00,  she  would  turn  over  to  the  Board,  provided  her 
conferences  agreed,  the  list  of  1,500  subscribers  to  "Bright  Jewels" 
to  be  transferred  to  the  "Little  Worker,"  discontinuing  the  former 
paper  and  thereby  remove  the  obstacle  then  in  the  way  of  the  adoption 
of  "Little  Worker,"  the  Board's  juvenile  paper,  by  the  two  North 
Carolina  conferences.  The  Board  accepted  her  proposal. 

The  Board  was  memorialized  by  the  North  Georgia  Conference 
Society  to  enter  Japan.  A  resolution  offered  by  Mrs.  Trueheart  was 
adopted,  which  provided  that  all  missionaries  going  into  China  and 
Brazil  should  be  recalled  after  seven  years  for  a  period  of  rest. 
Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School  Opens 

On  Wednesday,  the  14th  of  September,  1892,  the  building  of 
Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  was  "dedi- 
cated to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  uplifting  of  humanity."  The  school 
work  was  begun  the  next  day,  and  on  the  21st,  the  first  patient  entered 
the  hospital. 

North  Carolina  Conference  Society  Action 
The  annual  meeting  of  1892  was  held  in  June  in  St.  Paul's 
Church,  Goldsboro.  The  time  for  holding  the  annual  meetings  came 
up  for  discussion  when  the  invitation  was  extended  for  the  next  year. 
Several  of  the  prominent  members  wished  it  to  be  earlier  in  the  year. 
Miss  Fentress  read  the  law  on  the  subject,  that  "conference  societies 
should  not  hold  their  meetings  before  that  of  the  Board."  After  con- 
siderable discussion,  it  was  decided  to  leave  the  matter,  for  final  action, 
to  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  "Bright  Jewels"  Sold 
When  the  discontinuance  of  our  juvenile  paper,  "Bright  Jewels," 
was  taken  up  for  consideration  by  the  Committee  on  Publication,  it 
was  promptly  voted  down,  but  further  discussion  was  set  for  a  later 
date.  It  was  finally  recommended,  however,  though  with  genuine 
regret  and  sorrowful  hearts,  because,  while  the  paper,  so  ably  edited 
by  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black,  the  beloved  "Aunt  Mary"  of  our  state,  without 
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compensation  and  through  great  self-denial,  was  highly  valued,  they 
had  been  made  to  see  that  she  could  no  longer  sustain  the  heavy  tax 
upon  her  strength.  Understanding  existing  conditions,  and  after  due 
deliberation,  the  committee  recommended  that  Mrs.  Black's  proposal 
to  the  Board  be  endorsed,  and  the  "Bright  Jewels"  be  discontinued  in 
favor  of  the  "Little  Worker."  The  thanks  and  lasting  gratitude  of 
the  conference  society  were  extended  to  faithful  "Aunt  Mary"  for 
her  self-sacrificing  efforts  so  effectually  contributed  to  the  development 
of  the  children  in  their  missionary  work,  by  the  publishing  of  this 
paper  for  them  with  the  feeling  that  no  other  could  so  reach  their 
young  minds  and  hearts  as  she  could. 

A  Memorial  to  the  W 'omari }s  Board 

The  following  memorial  was  presented  and  adopted: 
"Listening-  to  the  pleadings  of  our  sisters  in  Mexico  for  the  bread  and 
water  of  life — to  the  thrilling  cry  for  help  from  the  West  Indies,  to  the  echoes 
of  the  last  message  of  our  sainted  Dr.  Lambuth,  'I  die  at  my  post,  send  more 
men,' — our  hearts  yearn  within  us  to  answer  the  pleadings  and  extend  the  work, 
and  realizing  that  the  large  balance  remaining  to  the  credit  of  the  Woman's 
Board  in  Nashville  is  resting  like  an  incubus  upon  our  work  5  that  our  women, 
feeling  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  practice  self-denial,  or  to  contribute  liberal 
thank  offerings  are  not  growing  into  the  active,  zealous  missionary  workers 
which  we  should  become,  and  thinking  it  not  expedient  for  the  'Lord's  money? 
to  be  lying  idle,  while  millions  of  souls  are  perishing,  therefore,  we,  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  in  annual  meeting,  re- 
spectfully send  up  to  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  the  following  memorial: 
"That  while  we  appreciate  the  motives  of  the  Woman's  Board,  for  seem- 
ingly prudential  reasons,  to  keep  for  the  past  few  years  so  large  a  balance  in 
bank,  yet  believing  said  policy  is  crushing  out  the  life  of  our  organization,  we 
pray  the  Board  to  evidence  their  trust  in  God  and  faith  in  their  sisters  by 
heeding  the  cries  of  the  nations  pleading  for  the  Gospel — keeping  on  hand  only 
such  a  balance  as  is  necessary  to  provide  for  contingencies  which  may  arise." — 
Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Spiers,  Mrs.  IV.  W.  Shaw,  and  Mrs.  Roger 
Moore. 

The  Sailing  of  Miss  M .  J.  Hawes 
It  will  be  remembered  that  at  the  conference  of  1891,  Miss  M.  J. 
Hawes  of  the  Wilmington  District,  had  offered  herself  for  mission- 
ary service  on  the  foreign  field.  Mrs.  Black  reported  that  the  local 
board  at  Nashville  could  not,  because  of  fears  concerning  her  health, 
recommend  her  for  acceptance  to  the  Board,  though  testifying  that 
no  more  satisfactory  papers  and  recommendations  had  ever  appeared  be- 
fore them.  Miss  Hawes  had  sailed  for  Japan,  however,  two  consecrated 
women,  Mrs.  Walter  Lambuth  and  Miss  Kate  Harland,  meeting  all 
the  expenses  of  her  journey  to  Japan  and  assuming  her  support  while 
there. 

The  following  officers  and  district  secretaries  were  elected: 
Officers:  President,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Cuninggim,  Raleigh;   vice-president,  Mrs. 

F.  D.  Swindell,  Wilmington ;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black,  Oxford; 

recording  secretary,  Miss  Blanche  Fentress,  Raleigh;  treasurer,  Mrs.  R.  E.  Lyon, 

Durham;  Juvenile  Work,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black,  Oxford. 
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District  Secretaries:  -Raleigh  District,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Whitaker  of  Raleigh ; 
Durham  District,  Miss  M.  E.  Carter  (appointed  by  the  Executive  Committee 
upon  the  resignation  of  Mrs.  George  Woodward)  ;  Fayetteville,  Miss  Emma 
Page  of  Aberdeen  5  Wilmington,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell  of  Wilmington ;  New  Bern, 
Mrs.  Caroline  Bangert  of  New  Bern;  Warrenton,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Spiers  of  Weldon; 
Washington,  Mrs.  James  Mahoney  of  Washington;  for  the  new  Rockingham 
District,  Mrs.  J.  T.  LeGrand  of  Rockingham,  was  elected  but  declining  to  serve 
on  account  of  poor  health,  Miss  Fannie  Wood  of  Rockingham  was  appointed 
to  fill  the  vacancy;  for  the  new  Wilson  District,  Mrs.  F.  A.  Woodard  of  Wilson 
was  elected. 

North  Carolina  Conference  Society's  Offerings  in  the 
Second  Sabbatical  Y ear 
Mrs.  Black's  report  to  the  Woman's  Board  in  June,  1893,  giving 
the  statistics  of  this  conference  society  for  1892  and  first  quarter  of 
1893,  the  closing  year  of  the  second  Sabbath  of  years,  gave  us  80 
Adult  Auxiliaries,  with  1,899  members;  91  Young  People's  and 
Juvenile  Societies  with  3,671  members;  13  life  members;  and  365 
subscribers  to  the  Woman's  Missionary  Advocate.  One  of  our  splendid 
young  women  had  offered  herself  for  foreign  service,  and  though  not 
under  the  Board,  had  sailed  to  take  up  the  work  she  so  ardently  desired 
to  do.  Miss  Belle  H.  Bennett  had  visited  points  within  the  conference, 
and  our  women  had  responded  liberally  to  her  calls  for  contributions 
to  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School,  and  a  lectureship  in  honor  of 
Mrs.  Bumpass,  to  be  called  the  "Frances  Bumpass  Chair  of  Biblical 
Literature"  had  been  endowed  there.  A  juvenile  missionary  paper,  one 
of  the  first,  if  not  the  very  first,  had  been  edited,  and  published  under 
conference  auspices,  for  several  years.  And  one  of  our  notable  women 
had  contributed  worthily  to  the  literature  of  the  church  in  a  condensed 
but  interesting  history  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society.  Our  total 
collections  amounted  to  $20,150.09,  in  which  sum  was  approximately 
$4,768.92  given  by  the  children  and  young  people. 

New  Auxiliaries 

Mount  Olive,  March,  1892.  Mrs.  N.  M.  Jurney,  the  pastor's  wife,  organ- 
ized the  auxiliary  in  Mount  Olive,  in  March,  1  892,  with  these  members:  Mesdames 
Annie  Price,  Hettie  Westbrook,  Annie  Maxwell,  James  K.  Hatch,  J.  A.  English, 
Cora  Aaron,  and  N.  M.  Jurney.  In  1912,  Mrs.  W.  C.  Merritt,  another  pastor's 
wife,  organized  a  Young  People's  Society  with  five  or  six  members,  among 
whom  were  Lindsay  Andrews,  Ruby  Roberts,  Nanie  Westbrook,  Margaret  Martin, 
and  Ruth  Merritt.  Ruth  Merritt  is  now  a  beloved  missionary  in  Brazil,  and  all 
the  others  are  active  in  church  work.  The  first  children's  society  was  organized 
by  Mrs.  Hettie  Westbrook  in  1  890,  with  Berta  English,  Lucy  English,  Sallie 
Futrell,  Eliza  Flowers,  Currie  and  Estelle  Westbrook  as  charter  members.  All  of 
these,  except  Currie  Westbrook,  who  died  years  ago,  are  married  and  active 
church  workers.  Mrs.  Fred  Mintz,  secretary  for  years  of  the  New  Bern  District, 
is  a  member  of  this  auxiliary,  and  Mrs.  E.  M.  Snipes,  the  retiring  conference 
recording  secretary,  has  been  a  valued  member  during  her  husband's  pastorate. 

vijth  Avenue,  Wilmington,  March,  1892.  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell  organized 
this  auxiliary  while  her  husband  was  presiding  elder  of  the  Wilmington  District. 
The  first  officers  were:  President,  Mrs.  L.  L.  Nash;  1st  and  2nd  vice-presidents, 
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Mesdames  J.  T.  Sholar  and  A.  H.  Bush ;  corresponding  secretary,  Miss  Rosa 
Nash;  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  B.  F.  King;  treasurer,  Miss  Meddie  Seeders; 
other  members  were  Mesdames  Matilda  Kennedy,  Hester  Craig,  Sarah  Brady, 
F.  P.  Risley,  W.  K.  Bell,  J.  W.  Batson,  F.  E.  Dixon,  Mary  Buford,  Mamie 
Pennington,  Mary  Srr.i'.h,  Mary  Blair,  F.  A.  Baker,  Mollie  McGirt,  M.  A. 
Howard,  F.  D.  Swindell,  and  Misses  Sue  Daniels,  Susan  Rhew,  M.  J.  Hawes, 
Louisa  P.  Way,  Katie  Everett,  Lucy  Bray,  Georgia  Hewett.  Of  the  members  of 
the  Bright  Jewel  band' organized  in  1886  by  Miss  Louisa  Way,  many  have  grown 
to  be  leading  workers  in  the  different  departments  of  the  church  work,  Sunday 
school  teachers,  officers  in  Epworth  League  and  Young  People's  Societies,  the 
organist  today  being  one  of  them.  Another,  Mrs.  L.  O.  Ellis,  has  attained  a  place 
of  prominent  leadership.  She  was  president  of  the  adult  society  three  years, 
has  been  corresponding  secretary,  Study  superintendent,  recording  secretary,  and 
Social  Service  superintendent.  She  is  now  the  key  woman  of  the  Wilmington 
District  in  Social  Service,  and  executive  secretary  of  Associated  Charities.  Another 
Bright  Jewel,  a  little  boy,  joined  the  church  when  seven  and  a  half  years  old, 
attended  church  and  Sunday  school  throughout  his  boyhood,  and  while  a  student 
at  Trinity  College  felt  called  to  preach.  While  preparing  for  this  work,  he 
volunteered  for  service  in  the  World  War.  He  served  as  1st  Lieutenant  and  was 
in  the  last  battles  of  the  war.  Remaining  in  France  five  months  after  the  war 
was  over,  he  saw  the  great  need  for  Christian  workers  in  those  battle-scarred 
countries,  and  decided  to  offer  himself  for  foreign  service.  Returning  home  in 
the  spring  of  1919,  he  entered  Trinity  College  again  and  was  graduated  in  June 
of  1920.  In  October  he  was  sent  to  Belgium  and  then  to  Poland  under  the 
Centenary  program.  At  the  end  of  four  years  he  and  his  wife  returned  on 
furlough.  Her  health  failed  and  they  could  not  go  back.  He  is  now  the  pastor  of 
a  church  in  Wilson,  Arkansas,  and  I  have  the  honor,  for  I  feel  that  it  is  an 
honor,  of  being  the  mother  of  this  boy,  once  a  Bright  Jewel,  Hiram  K.  King. 
There  was  once  a  Young  People's  Society,  but  no  record  of  it  has  been  kept. 
Its  members  are  now  leaders  in  church  work. — Mrs.  B.  F.  King. 

Gatesville,  1892.  The  pastor,  Rev.  C.  R.  Taylor,  organized  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  here  in  1892,  and  on  the  1st  of  January,  1879,  the  first 
children's  society  in  the  Virginia  Conference  was  organized  in  the  parsonage 
here  by  the  wife  of  the  pastor.  This  was  the  birth  of  the  "Rosebuds"  of  Virginia, 
the  story  of  which  has  already  been  told  on  these  pages.  Mrs.  W.  K.  Matthews 
(nee  Miss  Eva  B.  Williams)  of  Kobe,  Japan,  at  first  a  missionary  teacher  in 
Hiroshima  Girls  School,  was  an  early  member  of  this  society.  Miss  May  Edla 
Smith  (now  Mrs.  C.  M.  Earley),  another  member,  was  a  member  of  Council 
as  alternate  in  1919  and  1920,  and  from  1921  to  1926  as  conference  president. 
Mrs.  T.  W.  Costen,  one  of  the  most  prominent  women  in  the  Home  Mission 
Conference  Society,  was  also  a  member  of  this  auxiliary. — Mrs.  J.  A.  Brown. 

Mary  Pescud  Society,  Raleigh,  November  6th,  1892.  The  Young  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  of  Edenton  Street  Church,  Raleigh,  was  organized  on  Sunday 
afternoon,  the  6th  of  November,  1  892,  by  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Cuninggim.  The  name 
was  changed  to  "Mary  Pescud"  in  February,  1909,  and  it  became  an  adult 
society  on  the  8th  of  February,  1913.  The  charter  members  were  Miss  Mary 
Pescud  (president),  Miss  Edith  Royster  (1st  vice-president),  Miss  Frances  Burk- 
head  (recording  secretary),  Miss  Alice  Jones  (corresponding  secretary),  Miss 
Mamie  Robbins  (treasurer),  Misses  Belle  Fleming,  Josephine  Reese,  Ida  Cheek, 
and  Mrs.  P.  T.  Wyatt.  Of  the  nine  charter  members,  two  have  gone  to  the  foreign 
field:  Miss  Mary  Pescud,  five  years  our  president,  and  Miss  Frances  Burkhead, 
our  first  recording  secretary.  Five  are  married,  three  living  in  other  cities;  one, 
Miss  Pescud,  has  passed  over  the  river;  and  one,  we  have  loaned  to  the  Baptist 
Church ;  the  others  are  on  our  roll  today.  There  were  no  ready  made  programs 
in  our  early  days,  hence  there  must  be  a  program  committee  to  arrange  for  each 
monthly  meeting.  We  soon  voted  for  half  time  Bible  and  mission  study,  and  the 
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minutes  say  it  was  hard  to  determine  which  was  better.  It  was  an  unwritten  law 
that  our  members  must  come,  work,  and  study.  Before  we  were  two  months  old 
we  were  giving  a  special  to  "Frances  Bumpass  Lectureship."  Some  of  the  early 
objects  to  which  we  made  special  contributions  were:  in  1894  a  young  woman 
preparing  for  the  foreign  field  who  did  not  have  a  Scar  scholarship,  and  had 
to  depend  on  the  Candidate  Fund  and  the  offering  from  a  vesper  service  written 
by  our  president,  given  in  the  church  and  sponsored  by  this  auxiliary;  an  Easter 
offering  for  Scarritt  at  the  request  of  our  dear  Miss  Bennett;  in  1896  we 
supported  a  cot  in  the  children's  ward  in  the  Mary  Black  Hospital  at  Soochow, 
known  as  the  "Mary  Pescud  Cot";  the  Belle  Bennett  Chair  at  Scarritt;  the 
Hayes- Wilkins  Bible  School,  China,  and  the  Indian  mission  in  our  own  United 
States.  In  1  895  Miss  Burkhead  resigned  to  go  into  training  for  foreign  service, 
at  Scarritt,  and  in  March,  1897,  Miss  Pescud  also  resigned  to  enter  Scarritt. 
Miss  Pescud  was  conference  treasurer  in  1  895-96  to  March,  '97;  Miss  Burkhead 
being  elected  to  succeed  her,  served  the  remainder  of  1897  and  through  August 
of  1898.  Miss  Vara  Herring,  a  later  member,  served  the  Raleigh  District  efficiently 
as  secretary  for  eight  years,  and  is  now  conference  superinendent  of  Social  Service. 
The  Woman's  Board  sent  Miss  Pescud  to  Brazil  in  1898,  and  in  1899  we  began 
the  support  of  a  scholarship  in  Brazil  which  we  still  carry.  Under  the  Twentieth 
Century  Fund  our  special  in  1900  was  $60.00  to  the  Lucy  Cuninggim  School 
in  Wonsan,  Korea.  We  made  Miss  Pescud  a  life  member  while  she  was  in  Brazil. 
Miss  Maude  Merrimon,  another  of  our  valued  later  members,  who,  in  1909-10, 
held  the  Chair  of  English  in  one  of  our  girls'  schools,  teacher  of  a  large  Bible 
class,  and  president  of  our  auxiliary,  resigned  to  become  the  wife  of  Rev.  J.  L. 
Cuninggim  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  a  member  of  the  North  Carolina  annual  con- 
ference, now,  as  Dr.  Cuninggim,  the  distinguished  president  of  Scarritt  College 
for  Christian  Workers.  As  an  auxiliary  and  as  individuals  we  did  our  bit  in  the 
World  War;  as  good  workers  and  givers  in  1919  in  the  Centenary  campaign; 
in  our  auxiliary  the  Carry-On-Fund  is  on  every  report;  we  went  over  the  top, 
rejoicing,  on  the  Bennett  Memorial  Fund.  We  feel  just  as  young  and  just  as 
eager  to  take  part  in  this  great  service  for  our  Master  as  our  nine  "starters"  did. 
We  rejoiced  to  have  Miss  Pescud  and  Miss  Burkhead  with  us  in  our  Week  of 
Prayer  in  1925,  at  the  close  of  which  we  honored  ourselves  by  making  Miss 
Burkhead  a  life  member  of  our  auxiliary.  In  1926  our  conference  entertained  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Council  in  our  Edenton  Street  Church.  May  the  inspiration 
of  that  great  meeting  never  fade  from  our  memory,  or  from  our  church,  our 
homes,  and  our  city.  Our  auxiliary  had  already  averaged  its  $5.00  per  member 
for  the  Bennett  Memorial.  Then  Miss  Pescud's  name  must  be  in  the  Book  of 
Remembrance.  Such  happy,  loving  gifts!  Then  our  Alma  Wynne  Edgerton's 
name  by  her  son  through  our  auxiliary.  Such  rejoicing!  Then  as  a  birthday  gift 
to  our  Lord  and  King,  our  Frances  Burkhead's  name  was  put  in  this  wonderful 
book.  Miss  Burkhead  was  the  young  girl  of  vision  for  the  Mary  Pescud  Auxili- 
ary. The  book  of  minutes,  which  for  three  years  she  kept,  in  full,  of  each  meet- 
ing, is  prized  very  highly.  She  has  been  closely  identified  with  this  auxiliary 
always.  We  call  her  our  very  own,  though  officially  a  member  of  our  sister 
conference.  The  Mary  Pescud  Auxiliary  has  furnished  two  foreign  missionaries, 
three  conference  treasurers,  one  district  secretary,  one  conference  superintendent 
and  has  had  fifteen  presidents. — Sally  N.  Reese. 

Smit/ifield,  June,  1892.  The  first  effort  for  missions  by  Smithfield  women, 
was  in  organizing  the  children  into  a  Bright  Jewel  band  in  April,  1889,  by  Miss 
Lou  Abell,  now  Mrs.  E.  I.  Pool.  The  first  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society 
of  which  there  is  any  record  was  organized  in  June,  1892,  by  Dr.  Solomon  Pool, 
with  nineteen  active  members,  among  whom  were  Mesdames  Evelyn  Beckwith, 
J.  L.  Davis,  W.  S.  Stevens,  T.  R.  Hood,  and  Solomon  Pool.  For  some  reason 
it  was  discontinued.  (The  present  auxiliary  is  the  continuation  of  the  Home 
Mission  Society,  and  will  be  taken  up  later.  L.  M.  E.). — Miss  Ruth  Jones. 
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Elizabeth  City,  1892.  There  are  traditions  of  a  Woman's  Missionary  Society 
in  Elizabeth  City  many  years  ago,  the  records  of  which  are  lost.  In  1892  while 
still  in  the  Virginia  Conference,  the  district  secretary,  Mrs.  E.  O.  Scott  of  Norfolk, 
Va.,  organized  this  auxiliary.  After  prayer  and  reading  the  charter,  she  found 
there  wTere  not  present  the  number  required  for  organization,  so  Mrs.  Turner 
was  sent  out  to  look  up  others.  Returning  with  recruits,  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society  was  organized.  Officers  elected  were:  President,  Mrs.  N.  R.  Zimmerman ; 
1st  and  2nd  vice-presidents,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Brooks  and  Mrs.  Annie  E.  Cook;  cor- 
responding secretary,  Mrs.  M.  C.  Cobb;  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Whedbee; 
treasurer,  Mrs.  Lucy  Turner;  other  members  were  Mesdames  W.  J.  Lumsden, 
M.  E.  Fearing,  John  Fulmer,  S.  S.  Fowler,  and  Mrs.  Stiff.  In'  1894  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Fearing,  sent  to  conference  in  Lynchburg  as  our  first  delegate,  returned  so 
enthusiastic  over  the  work,  so  eager  to  tell  about  it,  that  she  made  an  address 
on  it  at  the  Sunday  evening  service  to  a  good  crowd  from  whom  a  fine  collection 
was  taken.  In  1895,  Rev.  John  H.  Hall,  our  first  North  Carolina  Conference 
pastor,  carried  with  him  to  conference,  $17.92,  our  first  contribution  to  this 
conference.  In  1  896  Mrs.  Zimmerman  resigned  as  district  secretary,  to  be  able 
to  give  more  time  to  the  children's  work.  Having  organized  the  children  and 
young  people  into  fine  working  bands,  she  resigned  as  president  in  1  898,  after 
six  years  of  untiring  effort  to  arouse  in  her  members  the  true  missionary  spirit. 
For  many  years  she  was  a  most  faithful  and  liberal  member,  and  at  her  death 
left  $1,000.00  to  be  divided  equally  between  the  home  and  foreign  work.  Mrs. 
R.  A.  Willis,  our  presiding  elder's  wife,  was  elected  president  in  1  898,  and 
when  she  returned  from  conference  in  1  899,  said:  "Ladies,  our  pledge  has  been 
raised  to  $12.00.  I  do  so  wish  we  could  raise  it  to  $15.00,  the  need  is  so  great." 
Of  course  it  was  done.  Mrs.  Annie  Cook,  in  1899,  was  made  our  first  life  member. 
By  1900  our  pledge  had  increased  to  $201.26,  which  included  $118.16  Twentieth 
Century  Fund.  The  Maggie  Blades  Scholarship,  in  memory  of  our  faithful 
treasurer,  was  undertaken  in  1901  at  $40.00  a  year  for  five  years.  In  appreciation 
of  her  faithful  service  Mrs.  Willis  was  made  a  life  member,  and  at  a  farewell 
reception  given  her  was  presented  with  a  set  of  silver  spoons.  Mrs.  P.  G.  Hollo- 
well,  succeeding  her  in  1902,  devised  many  ways  to  keep  our  members  active 
and  interested.  Since  1902  Mrs.  W.  C.  Glover  has  been  our  faithful  recording 
secretary.  In  1904  Mrs.  J.  G.  Fearing  became  lady  manager  of  our  re-organized 
Bright  Jewels.  Miss  Sadie  Fearing  and  Miss  Selm  Fulmer  were  also  faithful 
Bright  Jewels  leaders.  Mrs.  D.  H.  Tuttle,  and  Mrs.  M.  C.  Cobb  (in  apprecia- 
tion of  more  than  eighteen  years  service  in  various  offices,  chiefly  as  treasurer) 
were  made  life  members.  In  1907  three  shares,  $75.00,  were  taken  in  the  "Aunt 
Lucy  Circle."  Mrs.  R.  A.  Willis  returning  to  make  her  home,  was,  in  1909, 
elected  president.  She  seemed  never  to  grow  weary  in  the  Lord's  work.  The 
home  and  foreign  auxiliaries  were  united  in  1913,  and  the  society  continued  to 
grow.  Miss  Bessie  Cobb,  Mrs.  Barrow,  Miss  Lizzie  Winslow,  Miss  Marion  Bar- 
clift,  Mrs.  Ben  Banks,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Willis,  Mrs.  A.  R.  Nicholson,  and  Mrs. 
H.  I.  Glass  from  1915  worked  faithfully  with  the  Bright  Jewels.  The  first 
mission  study  class  was  organized  in  1912  by  Mrs.  M.  T.  Plyler,  who  was  then 
the  president  of  the  young  woman's  society.  In  1918  Mrs.  Clay  Foreman  gave 
$100.00  on  the  pledge,  and  Mrs.  J.  L.  Cuninggim  sent  a  love  gift  of  remem- 
brance. In  1920  the  circle  plan  was  adopted,  and  in  1921  the  Scarritt  scholarship 
contribution  raised  to  $10.00.  In  1922  the  aid  society  became  an  auxiliary  de- 
partment. Miss  Minnie  Willis  made  most  inspiring  talks  on  the  Bible  lessons. 
On  the  12th  of  April,  Mrs.  Willis  urged  our  auxiliary  to  put  before  the  circles 
the  matter  under  consideration  of  establishing  a  scholarship  at  Scarritt,  to  be 
reported  upon  at  the  next  meeting.  Before  that  time,  however,  God  had  called 
her  to  rest  from  her  labors.  She  had  been  our  president  1  3  years,  and  conference 
president  6  years.  There  was  never  a  nobler,  more  consecrated  woman,  nor  one 
more  devoted  to  her  church,  the  service  of  God  and  His  children.  At  the  next 
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meeting  the  scholarship  at  Scarritt  was  taken,  and  in  her  memory  was  named 
the  "Ellen  Willis  Scholarship."  It  is  being  kept  up  indefinitely.  Mrs.  N.  H.  D. 
Wilson,  our  pastor's  wife,  filled  out  that  year  as  president,  and  being  elected, 
served  another  year,  but  resigned  on  account  of  her  heavy  conference  duties. 
In  1923  Mrs.  Clay  Foreman  took  a  Scarritt  Scholarship  at  $300.00  a  year,  which 
she  named  "Jesse  L.  Cuninggim  Scholarship,"  in  honor  of  him  who  had  been  at 
one  time  our  pastor,  greatly  beloved.  Due  to  the  energy  and  foresight  of  Mrs. 
M.  L.  Sheep,  our  president  since  1924,  our  auxiliary  has  been  on  the  honor  roll 
for  the  past  four  years.  Her  officers  are  all  faithful,  and  there  is  wonderful  love 
and  co-operation  among  them.  The  circle  plan  works  beautifully.  The  society 
grows  in  interest,  with  110  members.  In  1926  we  assumed  the  support  of  Ruth 
Merritt,  our  North  Carolina  missionary  in  Brazil.  With  two  scholarships  at 
Scarritt,  we  have  for  years  supported  a  girl  at  our  orphanage.  Our  offering  in 
1927  was  $2,714.15,  with  $40.00  on  equipment  for  day  nursery.  Our  objectives 
this  year,  1928,  are  children's  home,  hospital,  county  home,  community  house, 
and  a  circulating  missionary  library  in  our  church.  Names  in  the  Bennett  Book 
of  Remembrance  are :  Mrs.  R.  A.  Willis,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Cuninggim,  Mrs.  P.  C. 
Hollowell,  Mrs.  M.  L.  Sheep.  Of  the  12  charter  members,  4  are  living,  and  2 
of  the  first  officers.  Life  members  are:  Mesdames  N.  R.  Zimmerman,  Annie  E. 
Cook,  Lucy  Turner,  John  H.  Hall,  R.  A.  Willis,  M.  E.  Fearing,  J.  E.  Under- 
wood, J.  N.  Winslow,  W.  C.  Glover,  D.  H.  Tuttle,  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  and 
M.  C.  Cobb.  This  auxiliary  has  furnished  as  district  secretaries:  Mesdames  N.  R. 
Zimmerman,  W.  J.  Lumsden,  S.  S.  Hardison,  J.  N.  Winslow,  and  P.  G.  Hollo- 
well. — Mrs.  J.  N.  Winslow  and  Mrs.  C.  W.  Cobb. 

Philadelphia ,  Sunbury.  Our  auxiliary  was  organized  by  Rev.  C.  R.  Taylor, 
our  pastor,  when  this  territory  was  still  in  the  Virginia  Conference.  The  first 
conference  in  which  we  were  represented,  was  at  Hampton,  Va.,  Miss  Minnie 
Costen  (Mrs.  M.  J.  White  of  Severn),  being  our  first  delegate.  There  were 
nine  charter  members.  It  was  hard  to  interest  the  church  in  our  work.  As  presi- 
dent I  recall  one  meeting  where  only  two  of  us  were  present.  In  desperation, - 
I  held  the  regular  meeting,  with  devotional,  minutes,  etc.  When  these  were  read 
at  our  next  meeting,  the  women  saw  the  situation,  rallied  to  the  work,  and  we 
have  flourished  to  this  good  day.  The  first  children's  work  was  with  the  Rose- 
buds of  Virginia  Conference,  Philadelphia  being  the  second  organization,  and 
we  have  been  training  our  children  ever  since. — Mrs.  S.  I.  Harrell. 

"No  enterprise  of  wide-reaching  results  is  nurtured  in  the  lap  of 
ease.  Success  is  attained  at  the  price  of  labor,  ;;lf-abnegation,  self- 
sacrifice,  and  unremitting  perseverance.  Missionary  workers,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  equip  and  sustain  the  force  sent  out  to  break  down  the 
strongholds  of  superstition  and  ignorance,  must  be  heroes,  as  well  as 
those  who  go  out  to  meet  the  enemy  face  to  face.  The  work  may  not 
call  forth  the  admiration  of  an  enthusiastic  multitude;  it  may  not 
move  onward  with  the  blast  of  trumpets,  heralding  splendid  achieve- 
ments, but  it  demands  the  noblest  type  of  womanhood  to  work  for 
God  and  humanity,  eager  to  obey  the  Head  of  the  church,  to  glorify 
His  name  among  all  people.  Like  the  wonderful  corals,  they  build 
without  observation,  amid  the  turbulence  of  selfishness  and  infidelity, 
rearing  a  structure  that  will  one  day  be  'the  joy  of  the  whole  earth'." 
In  this  spirit,  under  these  conditions,  the  Southern  Methodist  women 
began  and  have  carried  forward  their  missionary  activities,  fulfilling 
this  prophecy  made  by  one  of  our  own  women  many  years  ago. 


CHAPTER  FIVE 


The  Third  Sabbath  of  Years,  1893-1899 


"The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  is  as  one  who  'whetteth  the  tools' 
and  'spinneth  the  silk'  while  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  carves  the  image 
of  Christ  on  heathen  souls  and  embroiders  His  name  on  their  unlettered 
hearts." — Mrs.  D.  H.  McGavock. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions,  in  1893, 
entertained  in  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School,  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
was  saddened  by  the  absence,  for  the  first  time,  of  the  "venerable  and 
venerated  president,  Mrs.  Juliana  Hayes,"  and  a  feeling  that,  "in  all 
probability,  'the  present  held  the  prophecy  of  the  future'  in  regard  to 
her  attendance,"  worked  sorrow  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  loved  her. 
Mrs.  Hayes  had  been  one  of  the  moving  spirits  at  the  meeting  in 
Atlanta,  in  1878,  and  had  done  really  heroic  service  in  organization 
afterwards.  Mrs.  M.  D.  Wightman  presided  in  her  absence. 


The  "multiplication  of  societies"  was  by  this  time  a  subject  receiv- 
ing considerable  attention,  and  wide  discussion.  Mrs.  S.  C.  Trueheart 
called  attention  to  the  "danger  of  merging  our  legitimate  work  into 
other  enterprises,"  which  were  noble  and  necessary,  but  were  instru- 
mentalities for  promoting  and  perfecting  Christianity  at  home.  Little 
training,  she  thought,  was  needed  here,  and  the  direct  appeals  of  home 
needs  would  surely  be  answered.  "Let  these  great  enterprises  multiply, 
let  them  strengthen  and  elevate  those  about  us,  as  well  as  ourselves;  but 
the  foreign  work  cannot  be  counted  in  as  a  part  of  such.  It  demands 
and  must  have  our  best  efforts.  It  already  has  had  too  little  time  and 
thought.  As  far  as  the  parsonage  and  home  mission  society  and  ours 
are  concerned,  I  know  the  general  officers  of  the  former  do  not  wish 
union.  They  are  as  much  opposed  as  the  majority  of  our  board  and  for 
the  same  reasons.  Why  should  we  fear  too  many  societies?  I  think  that 
when  all  realize  the  fact  that  our  time,  our  means,  ourselves  belong 
to  God,  have  been  bought  with  a  price,  difficulties  disappear,  and  a 
readiness  to  respond  whenever  called  upon  will  characterize  the  service. 
I  hope  the  board  will  give  clear  directions  on  the  subject."  The  action 
on  this  matter  when  presented  to  the  body  for  discussion  was,  that  "it 
is  the  sense  of  this  body  that  a  union  between  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society  and  the  Parsonage  and  Home  Mission  Society  would  be  prejudi- 
cial to  the  welfare  of  both  organizations — an  opinion  shared  by  the 
leading  officers  of  that,  our  sister  society." 


Several  memorials,  in  addition  to  those  from  the  North  Carolina 
Conference  Society,  had  asked  that  new  work  be  undertaken  on  the 
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foreign  field,  either  a  new  country  entered  or  a  new  station  occupied 
in  one  of  the  countries  where  the  board  was  already  at  work.  The 
Committee  on  Extension  of  Work,  Mrs.  McGavock,  the  foreign 
secretary,  being  chairman,  recommended  that  no  new  work  in  the  for- 
eign field  be  undertaken  that  year,  but  the  board  voted  non-concurrence 
on  that  recommendation.  Of  the  several  places  mentioned  in  the 
memorials  in  which  to  open  up  new  work,  Petropolis,  Brazil,  was 
chosen,  upon  the  recommendation  of  Bishop  Wilson,  who  was  a  wel- 
come and  honored  visitor  at  that  meeting,  and  an  appropriation  of 
$25,000  made  for  that  purpose.  Mrs.  McGavocIc  told  the  members 
of  the  board  that  they  held  the  key  to  a  situation  in  which  the  mission- 
aries had  asked  for  $113,570.00  but  had  had  the  estimates  cut  almost 
one-half  to  avoid  going  into  debt,  and  that  was  to  pledge  themselves 
to  raise  $100,000  for  the  foreign  work  in  the  coming  year.  "Go  home 
and  plan  for  it;  work,  pray  and  give  toward  it." 

Other  action  taken  was:  that  the  secretary  of  Home  Affairs  be 
instructed  to  memorialize  the  next  general  conference  to  insert  in  that 
portion  of  the  discipline  relating  to  district  conferences,  the  question, 
"How  many  auxiliaries  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  have  you?" 
after  the  question  as  to  the  number  of  Sunday  schools;  the  "Cross  Bear- 
ers' Missionary  Reading  Circle,"  a  three  years  course  of  reading  and 
study  of  missions  in  all  lands  was  officially  adopted,  and  recommended 
to  the  officers  and  auxiliaries  as  a  valuable  educational  help,  with 
instructions  to  the  editor  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Advocate  to  add 
this  course  of  reading  to  the  list  of  publications  appearing  in  that  paper; 
through  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black,  as  chairman,  the  Resolutions  Committee 
recommended  that  a  special  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan 
for  presenting,  practically  and  personally  to  every  auxiliary  in  the 
society,  a  system  of  tithing  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds  sufficient 
to  keep  a  full  treasury  without  resorting  to  questionable  methods  of 
making  money — "thus  shall  we  escape  the  embarrassment  of  an  inade- 
quate treasury,  and  also  maintain  the  gospel  standard." 

The  Basts  of  Affrofriations  Fixed 

This  interesting  and  important  resolution,  signed  by  twenty-one 
members  of  the  board,  was  offered  by  Mrs.  E.  C.  Dowdell,  and 
adopted: 

"Whereas  the  financial  management  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  has 
proven  satisfactory,  and  is  commended  by  those  in  authority}  and  whereas  the 
General  Board  of  Missions  of  our  church  is  seeking  to  place  its  affairs  on  the 
same  basis;  therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  make  its 
annual  appropriations  on  the  basis  of  the  collections  of  the  preceding  year." 

Another  little  North  Carolina  boy,  David  Gibson,  sent  money 
enough  by  Mrs.  Black,  to  be  given  to  Miss  Haygood,  to  buy  a  Bible 
for  some  little  boy  in  China.  The  money  was  given  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  board,  while  a  prayer  of  blessing  was  said  for  the  little  giver.  By 
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the  offerings  of  such  love  gifts  the  work  of  the  women  for  missions 
has  grown  till  it  circles  the  earth. 

Constitutional  and  By-Law  Changes 
It  is  recorded  that  "the  spirit  of  the  Committee  on  Revision  was 
eminently  conservative,  so  that  it  recommends  no  change  in  the  con- 
stitution." Several  minor  changes  were  made  in  the  by-laws  of  the 
board,  and  this  addition  to  the  constitution  of  conference  societies: 
"After  organization,  a  conference  society  shall  consist  of  the  officers 
and  a  delegate  from  each  society."  The  following  sections  were  also 
added: 

"Section  12.  If  during  the  year,  an  office  becomes  vacant  by  death,  resig- 
nation, or  removal,  the  Executive  Committee  shall  fill  the  vacancy. 

"Section  13.  In  those  conference  societies  where  the  number  of  delegates 
to  the  annual  meeting  is  so  large  that  their  entertainment  has  become  burdensome 
and  expensive,  the  society  is  accorded  the  privilege  of  arranging  its  own  basis 
of  representation." 

The  only  change  made  in  the  adult  auxiliary  constitution  was  the 
omission,  in  Article  3,  of  the  words,  "one  dollar  a  year,"  which  fixed 
the  dues  at  a  "regular  subscription  of  ten  cents  a  month." 

In  the  by-laws  of  the  Young  People's  and  Juvenile  Societies,  a 
sentence  was  added  to  Article  4,  defining  the  duties  of  lady  managers: 
"It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  lady  manager  to  assist  and  encourage  the 
society  to  advance  the  cause  of  missions  in  accordance  with  the  general 
rules  governing  the  auxiliary  societies,  and  in  no  case  advocating  any 
action  independent  of  the  conference  society." 

Mrs.  Black  reported  that  the  history  she  had  been  instructed  the 
previous  year  to  prepare  had  been  completed  and  was  then  on  sale  at 
the  publishing  house  in  Nashville. 

1893y  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference. 
The  Passing  of  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black 

On  the  29th  of  October,  1893,  the  conference  society,  indeed  the 
whole  church,  united  in  lamenting  the  passing  of  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black, 
the  beloved  "Aunt  Mary"  of  all  who  knew  her,  even  if  only  through 
her  work.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  on  the  9th  of 
December  at  the  home  of  Miss  Fentress  in  Wilmington,  Mrs.  Cun- 
inggim  spoke  tenderly  of  the  sacred  duty  first  to  be  done  by  them,  as 
conference  officers,  in  expressing  their  feelings  with  regard  to  their 
beloved  and  sainted  sister,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black,  and  the  choosing  of 
her  successor.  Suitable  resolutions  were  then  read  and  adopted. 
Mary  Fleming  Black 

"Great  is  the  mystery  of  life!  Whether  in  rock  or  river,  tree  or  human  soul, 
we  must  bow  our  heads  and  veil  our  faces  before  the  manifestations  of  the 
Divine.  We  may  trace  every  great  life  through  long  lines  of  ancestry,  finding 
here  and  there  the  promise  of  the  blossom  that  bore  such  fruit;  we  may  find 
many  instances  that  nourished  the  fair  plant  to  its  perfection  j  yet  how  inadequate 
they  all  seem,  when  viewed  as  causes  for  the  finished  effect. 
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"So  the  life  of  Mary  Fleming  Black  can  not  be  explained  by  natural  causes, 
yet,  she  had  a  goodly  heritage.  Born  August  4,  1848,  in  a  Southern  Methodist 
parsonage  in  South  Carolina,  no  good  fairy  refused  her  gifts,  no  evil  one 
annulled  them.  Early  left  motherless,  she  dwelt  in  her  father's  heart  of  hearts; 
and  when  he  filled  the  gap  which  Death  had  made,  his  daughter  found  a  true 
mother  in  his  true  wife. 

"Her  father's  memory  was  an  ever-present  blessing  to  his  first  born  child. 
Rev.  W.  H.  Fleming,  D.D.,  was  a  Methodist  preacher  of  the  old  type,  with  soul 
aflame  and  lips  touched  with  fire,  and  possessing  all  the  courtliness  of  the 
Southern  gentleman.  Three  times  married,  his  children  dwelt  together  in  love 
and  unity.  A  great  favorite  in  Charleston,  he  was  stationed  there  as  pastor,  or 
presiding  elder,  for  many  consecutive  years.  At  last  a  sudden  illness  seized  him, 
and  she,  married  then  and  living  in  North  Carolina,  reached  him  barely  in  time 
to  receive  his  last  word,  his  last  look,  as  he  finished  his  course  and  went  to 
receive  his  crown.  During  the  fifteen  years,  remaining,  of  her  own  pilgrimage, 
she  cherished  his  memory  as  her  dearest  treasure ;  and  seldom  could  speak  of 
him  without  the  flushed  cheek,  and  tremulous  voice,  and  scarce  repressed  tear, 
that  bore  witness  to  her  unforgotten  grief. 

"Mary  Fleming  was  graduated  from  Spartanburg  (S.  C.)  Female  College, 
afterward  taking  a  post-graduate  course  at  Wofford  College  under  the  tutelage 
of  such  men  as  Drs.  Shipp,  Dupree,  and  J.  H.  Carlisle.  Think  of  the  impulses 
that  would  come  to  a  young,  impressionable  girl,  from  contact  with  such  minds 
as  these!  Is  not  the  hand  of  Providence  clearly  to  be  seen,  training  her  for  the 
work  later  to  be  entrusted  to  her?  How  fully,  in  her  case,  was  answered  the 
prayer,  'Lord,  prepare  us  for  whatever  Thou  art  preparing  for  us.' 

"So  she  grew  up,  tenderly  nurtured,  her  natural  talents  polished  till  she 
shone  as  the  similitude  of  a  corner  stone  ready  for  the  King's  palace.  Add  to  this 
mental  jewel  a  heart  early  given  to  her  Savior  and  His  service.  To  these,  add  a 
lovely  face,  framed  in  chestnut  curls,  and  illumined  by  soft  yet  brilliant  gray 
eyes;  a  graceful,  girlish  figure,  a  gentle  and  winning,  yet  dignified  manner,  a 
gift  for  drawing  out  the  best  of  all  who  met  her,  and  you  have  an  outline  sketch 
of  Mary  Fleming  in  her  earliest  womanhood. 

"December  9th,  1866,  she  was  married  to  Rev.  W.  S.  Black,  then  a  member 
of  the  South  Carolina  Conference.  Soon  after,  when  the  territory  of  this  state 
in  that  conference  was  transferred  to  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  they  came 
with  it,  their  appointment  at  that  time  being  in  this  state.  .  .  .  The  first 
ten  or  twelve  years  of  her  married  life  were  spent  chiefly  in  what  are  now  the 
Charlotte  and  Wilmington  Districts.  During  that  time  three  sons  and  a  daughter 
were  given  her,  whom  she  trained  with  loving  firmness,  being  spared  to  them 
until  they  were  grown. 

"Her  home  life  was  a  beautiful  one.  The  perfect  woman  whom  Solomon 
describes,  is  her  faithful  portraiture — in  a  modern  version.  Equally  at  home  in 
kitchen  or  parlor,  wielding  needle  or  pen  with  the  same  facility,  she  was  ever  at 
leisure  to  comfort  and  cheer  a  friend  in  sorrow,  or  to  rejoice  with  one  whose 
happiness  called  for  her  sympathy.  Given  to  hospitality  through  all  her  life,  she 
counted  her  friends  by  hundreds,  and  the  warm  hearted  welcome  they  received 
at  her  hearth  and  table  but  bound  them  more  closely  to  their  hostess,  who  so  often 
proved  her  friendship  by  less  material  kindness. 

"During  those  earlier  years,  home  cares  alone  would  have  seemed  enough 
to  fill  her  heart  and  hand;  but  she  found  time  to  teach  in  Sunday  School,  to  take 
an  active  part  in  the  woman's  societies  then  in  vogue  and  to  visit  the  poor  and 
afflicted.  But  soon  after  her  removal  to  Raleigh  in  1  877,  upon  her  husband's 
appointment  to  Edenton  Street  Church  as  pastor,  a  wider  opportunity  for  use- 
fulness offered  itself.  In  May,  1  87  8,  the  general  conference  authorized  the  women 
of  the  church  to  do  missionary  work  of  their  own.  She  was  one  of  the  first  to 
grasp  the  importance  of  this  step;  and  almost  immediately  organized  a  'Woman's 
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Missionary  Society'  in  Edenton  Street  Church.  She  was  elected  its  president  and 
was  retained  in  that  office  until  her  removal  to  Oxford  in  1890.  What  good  she 
accomplished  in  those  twelve  years  can  be  revealed  only  when  the  Great  Book 
is  opened  and  the  secrets  of  all  hearts  are  made  known.  This  much  we  know, 
that  her  personality  impressed  itself  upon  all  with  whom  she  came  in  even  slight 
contact — and  how  much  deeper  the  impression  when  relationship  was  close  and 
constant,  and  lasting  over  a  period  of  many  years.  The  influence  which  emanated 
from  her  was  always  for  good — always  Christ-like. 

"Not  only  in  the  missionary  society,  but  in  every  other  department  of 
woman's  work,  did  she  take  a  deep  and  vivid  interest,  showing  her  faith  by  her 
works.  'The  King's  Daughters'  found  in  her  an  earnest  member.  The  Woman's 
Christian  Temperance  Union  felt  the  warmth  of  her  zeal  in  its  cause.  The 
Sunday  school  was  the  field  of  the  constant  and  loving  labor  of  her  heart  and 
brain  all  her  life.  But  many  sided  as  was  her  character,  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society  of  her  own  church  claimed  the  love  and  labor  of  her  heart  of  hearts — 
was  dear  to  her  as  the  apple  of  her  eye.  Prepared  through  the  unseen  workings 
of  a  Divinity  that  shapes  all  our  ends,  she  was  well  fitted  to  do  pioneer  work 
among  the  women  of  her  adopted  state.  She  was  elected  one  of  the  vice-presidents 
of  the  new  conference  society,  and  here  she  found  scope  for  her  talents  of 
organization.  Soon  the  efforts  of  herself  and  her  co-laborers  were  blessed  by 
seeing  many  auxiliaries  springing  up,  and  many  more  hearts  burning  with  love 
for  the  work  to  which  she  had  dedicated  her  life. 

"In  1882  she  organized  the  children  for  missionary  service,  forming  societies 
which  she  called  'Bright  Jewels,'  and  under  the  name,  'x-lunt  Mary,'  she  was 
honored  and  loved  by  thousands  who  never  saw  her  face — a  name  that  has  been 
blessed  by  thousands  of  childish  prayers — a  name  that  will  bear  healing  from 
the  leaves  of  the  tree  of  life — light  from  the  sun  of  righteousness — to  thousands 
of  innocent  children  who  will  first  hear  of  a  Savior  for  themselves  because  this 
woman  loved  Him,  and  all  children  for  His  sake  who  said,  'Suffer  the  little  ones 
to  come  unto  me.' 

"Her  magnetic  pen  and  more  persuasive  presence  made  joint  appeals  which 
stirred  the  hearts  of  the  children  from  the  wave  kissed  coast  to  the  sun  crowned 
mountains,  and  the  resolve  to  'Shine  for  Jesus'  at  home  and  abroad  became  the 
fixed  purpose  of  many  a  childish  heart.  They  gave  their  love,  their  prayers,  their 
offerings,  many  times  earned  by  their  own  labor.  And  one,  at  least,  has  given 
herself.  For  our  own  missionary,  Lizzie  Martin,  the  first  to-  go  from  our  own 
bounds  under  the  care  of  the  Woman's  Board,  was  a  member  of  the  Bright 
Jewels  until  her  departure  for  the  training  school  to  be  prepared  for  her  work 
in  China. 

"Year  by  year  the  work  among  the  children  grew  in  importance  and  magni- 
tude, attaining  at  last  such  proportions  that  it  was  thought  best  to  establish  a 
paper  for  the  children,  called  'The  Bright  Jewel,'  under  Mrs.  Black's  manage- 
ment. This  continued  for  some  time  but  was  finally  bought  by  and  merged  into 
the  'Little  Worker,'  the  connectional  organ  for  the  juvenile  work. 

"Upon  the  division  of  the  conference  she  was  elected  conference  correspond- 
ing secretary,  thus  becoming  a  member  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions. 
Her  value  was  immediately  recognized.  She  was  usually  a  member  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Candidates  Committee,  and  her  wise  judgment  and  clear  insight  into 
character  were  of  inestimable  value  to  the  board,  while  her  sympathetic  nature 
and  gentle  manner  made  her  no  less  helpful  to  the  young  women,  many  of 
them  timid  and  self -distrustful,  who  came  to  offer  themselves  for  the  foreign 
field. 

"Her  literary  abilities  were  well  known.  Her  history  of  the  Woman's  Foreign 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Southern  Methodist  Church  has  been  widely  read, 
always  with  profit  and  interest.  Her  marked  abilities  were  recognized  by  others, 


122 


Seven  Times  Seven 


also.  A  book  published  by  Frances  E.  Willard  and  Mary  A.  Livermore,  entitled 
'Women  of  the  Century,'  consisting  of  sketches  of  nearly  fifteen  hundred  women 
in  all  walks  of  life,  contains  her  portrait  and  sketch  of  her  life,  the  only  North 
Carolina  woman  so  honored. 

"In  November,  1890,  her  husband  was  elected  superintendent  of  the  orphan's 
home  at  Oxford.  Here  another  wide  field  opened  before  her,  which  she  immedi- 
ately entered,  becoming  in  many  important  senses  a  mother  to  the  more  than 
two  hundred  children  thus  placed  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Black.  Her  friends 
warned  her  of  the  danger  of  making  over-drafts  upon  a  physical  system  already 
weakened  by  several  attacks  of  serious  illness.  But  she  felt  that  her  duty  demanded 
this  additional  labor,  and  her  great  heart  opened  wide  to  care  for  the  wants  of 
these  helpless  little  orphans.  She  was  indeed  a  helpmeet  for  her  husband,  entering 
heartily  into  his  plans,  and  adding  her  own  suggestions  and  continual  oversight 
to  see  them  wisely  executed.  For  some  time  her  naturally  fine  constitution  bore 
up  under  her  unceasing  labors,  for  she  continued  to  carry  on  her  conference 
work,  but  in  the  summer  of  1  893  she  fell  a  victim  to  nervous  prostration.  For 
nine  weeks  she  lay  upon  a  bed  of  sickness,  racked  with  pain  until  almost  oblivious 
to  her  surroundings.  Loving  friends  joined  with  her  husband  and  children  in 
tender,  unremitting  care,  while  from  thousands  of  hearts  ascended  prayers  for 
her  recovery.  But  a  Father  who  makes  no  mistakes  saw  best  to  call  her  to  Him- 
self. October  29th,  1  893,  the  golden  clouds  around  the  setting  sun  became  the 
gateway  into  the  palace  of  the  King  of  Glory,  through  which  her  redeemed 
spirit  passed  triumphant  to  rest  forever  in  His  sight." — Extracts  from  a  tribute 
to  Mrs.  Black,  written  in  1897 ',  by  her  co-worker  and  close  personal  friend  of 
many  years,  Miss  Mary  T.  Pescud  of  Raleigh. 

Mrs.  Swindell  and  Mrs.  Hendren  Elected 
It  was  necessary  to  fill  both  the  offices  Mrs.  Black  had  held  so 
worthily,  and  after  prayerful  consideration,  the  choice  was  made. 
Mrs.  L.  M.  Hendren,  who  had  been  especially  interested  in  and  closely 
connected  with  the  children's  work  from  its  beginning,  was  selected 
for  the  superintendent  and  treasurer  of  juvenile  work.  The  executive 
ability  of  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell,  together  with  her  power  for  organ- 
izing, her  keen  perception  of  values,  her  clear,  far  reaching  vision,  her 
deep  spirituality,  had  long  been  recognized  by  her  co-workers,  and  she 
Was  chosen  for  the  no  less  important  office  of  conference  corresponding 
secretary.  Mrs.  Swindell  then  resigned  from  the  office  of  vice-president, 
and  Mrs.  L.  W.  Crawford  of  Durham,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
of  the  conference  women  at  that  time,  was  selected  to  succeed  her. 
These  nominations  were  later  confirmed  by  the  action  of  the  confer- 
ence body. 

No  records,  other  than  the  informal  jotting  down  of  these  items 
in  a  blank  book  kept  by  Miss  Fentress  for  the  purpose,  have  been  found 
of  the  years  1893  and  1894. 

New  Auxiliary 

Rocky  Mount,  March  6th,  1893.  An  auxiliary  was  organized  on  the  6th  of 
March,  1  893,  in  Rocky  Mount,  with  eight  members  present,  Mrs.  R.  D.  Wil- 
liams acting  as  temporary  chairman,  and  these  officers  elected:  President,  Mrs. 
J.  L.  Home;  vice-president,  Mrs.  J.  N.  Gibbons;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs. 
T.  R.  Huffines;  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  F.  J.  Thorpe;  treasurer,  Mrs.  J.  R. 
Moore.  The  names  of  twelve  members  were  enrolled,  and  four  subscriptions  to 
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the  "Woman's  Missionary  Advocate"  secured.  One  of  the  items  recorded  at  the 
first  monthly  meeting-  was  the  collection  of  $5.66  for  Scarritt  Bible  and  Train- 
ing- School,  and  the  sum  of  $19.50  given  in  our  first  Easter  offering.  The  charter 
members  were  Mesdames  J.  L.  Home,  J.  N.  Gibbons,  T.  R.  Huffines,  F.  J. 
Thorpe,  J.  R.  Moore,  R.  D.  Williams,  W.  T.  Shaw,  S.  L.  Rowland,  Reynolds, 
T.  D.  Gay,  W.  H.  Whitehead,  and  G.  R.  Dixon.  For  the  year  closing  March  1st, 
1896,  it  is  recorded  that  our  pledge  for  a  missionary  candidate  was  raised, 
that  we  observed  Thanksgiving  with  an  offering,  and  that  we  clothed  a  pupil 
at  Anadarko  Seminary,  Indian  Territory.  The  children's  work  was  organized  by 
Mrs.  J.  R.  Moore  soon  after  the  organization  of  the  adult  auxiliary,  some  of 
the  charter  members  being  Susie  and  Estelle  Huffines,  Orton,  Russell,  Ada,  and 
Ethel  Moore,  Katie  and  Jimmie  Thorpe,  Charlie  Arrington,  Christine,  Lawrence, 
and  Caleb  Home,  and  Tempie  Whitehead.  Later  on  a  Golden  Links  Society  was 
organized  by  promoting  the  Bright  Jewels.  Mrs.  J.  L.  Home  was  district  secretary 
for  twenty-one  years,  first  of  the  Wilson  and  then  of  the  Washington  District. — 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Home. 

1894.  General  Conference  Action 

After  giving  a  summary  of  the  accomplishments  of  the  women 
in  their  missionary  work,  the  bishops  said:  "We  commend  the  holy 
fervor  and  judicious  administration  of  our  sisters.  This  is  a  distinct  but 
not  an  independent  organization.  Its  constitution  connects  it  by  three 
links  with  our  general  economy:  'The  missionaries,  teachers,  physicians, 
and  Bible  readers  employed  by  the  Woman's  Board  shall  be  subject  to 
the  appointing  power  of  the  bishop  having  charge  of  the  mission  field 
in  which  they  labor.'  'The  secretaries  of  the  Board  of  Missions  shall 
be  honorary  members  of  the  Woman's  Board.'  'The  operations  of 
the  Woman's  Board  shall  be  conducted  in  connection  with  the  Board 
of  Missions  and  subject  to  its  advice  and  approval.'  This  last  provision 
has  not  yet  been  carried  into  full  effect.  We  believe  it  important  for 
the  harmonious  and  efficient  management  of  our  whole  missionary 
work,  that  the  Woman's  Board,  soon  after  its  annual  sessions,  should 
send  to  the  General  Board  a  full  account  of  its  operations  and  plans, 
to  be  considered,  and,  so  far  as  necessary,  to  be  acted  upon;  and  that 
a  sufficient  summary  should  be  published  as  a  part  of  the  annual  report 
of  the  General  Board,  in  order  to  present  to  the  church  a  complete 
statement  of  what  we  are  doing  in  missions." 

Some  interesting  and  forward  looking  memorials  from  different 
conferences  and  organizations  were  presented  to  this  general  confer- 
ence. One  from  the  Louisville  Conference  asking  that  "Secretaries  of 
woman's  missionary  societies  be  allowed  to  be  members  of  quarterly 
conferences,"  was  voted  non-concurrence  by  the  Committee  on  Mis- 
sions. A  petition  from  Mrs.  McGavock  and  Mrs.  Trueheart  that  the 
name  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  be  changed  to  the  Woman's 
Foreign  Missionary  Society  was  granted.  In  response  to  the  request  of 
the  officers  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  and  the  Par- 
sonage and  Home  Mission  Society  that  the  third  section  of  the  second 
chapter  of  the  Discipline  be  so  changed  as  to  include  a  question  con- 
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cerning  the  status  of  their  work  in  each  district  at  the  district  confer- 
ences, this  clause  was  added:  "and  as  to  the  condition  and  work  of  the 
Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  and  the  Parsonage  and  Home 
Mission  Society  within  the  several  charges  of  the  district,"  as  a  part 
of  the  question  asked  by  the  presiding  elder  concerning  the  work  being 
done.  A  memorial  from  the  auxiliary  of  the  Church  Street  Church, 
Selma,  Ala.,  asking  that  "thirty-five  corresponding  secretaries  only 
be  required  to  attend  one  annual  meeting  during  the  quadrennium,  and 
that  the  management  of  the  society  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  six 
officers  and  six  managers,"  was  not  granted.  A  memorial  from  the 
North  Carolina  Conference  to  amend  Article  6  of  the  constitution  of 
the  Woman's  Board  by  the  addition  of  the  following  words,  was 
adopted:  "The  Woman's  Board  shall  within  thirty  days  after  their 
annual  session  send  to  the  General  Board  a  full  account  of  their 
operations  and  plans,  to  be  considered  and  so  far  as  necessary  acted 
upon  by  the  General  Board,  and  a  sufficient  summary  of  such  report 
of  the  Woman's  Board  shall  be  published  as  a  part  of  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  General  Board,  in  order  to  present  to  the  church  a  com- 
plete statement  of  what  we  are  doing  in  missions." 

Some  Legislation  by  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions 

Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell  attended  this  meeting  as  an  official  represen- 
tative of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society  for  the  first  time, 
in  1894,  in  Atlanta,  and  was  placed  on  the  Candidates  Committee. 

The  report  of  the  special  committee  on  Tithing  appointed  the 
previous  year,  was  adopted.  It  urged  upon  the  auxiliary  women  the 
plan  of  systematic  and  proportionate  giving,  and  provided  that  a  woman 
be  chosen  in  every  auxiliary  to  promote  the  adoption  of  this  method 
of  benevolence,  to  secure  at  each  monthly  meeting  the  offering  of  a 
prayer,  and,  once  in  a  quarter  the  reading  of  a  leaflet  or  the  statement 
of  facts  bearing  on  the  subject  of  tithing;  to  keep  a  list  of  all  who 
would  promise  to  tithe  and  to  see  that  the  number  was  included  in  the 
quarterly  report  of  the  corresponding  secretary  of  the  auxiliary  to  be 
finally  inserted  in  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  Home  Affairs.  Special 
leaflets  bearing  on  the  subject  were  authorized  to  be  used  in  the  auxili- 
aries, and  the  members  were  requested  "to  keep  an  account  with  the 
Lord  in  a  book  ruled  in  three  columns,  showing  money  received,  the 
tenth,  and  the  amount  expended.  After  the  tithe  has  been  paid  the 
remainder  may  be  recorded  as  'free  will  offerings'." 

The  adopted  report  of  the  'Committee  on  Memorials,  carried  two 
items  of  special  interest  in  the  recommendation  of  action  which  became 
permanent  regulations  of  the  society.  The  conference  treasurers  were 
instructed  to  list  separately  the  money  sent  by  Juvenile  and  Young 
People's  societies  when  reporting  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Woman's 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  that  the  amount  thus  raised  might  be  so 
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stated  in  her  annual  report  that  the  church  might  know  what  the 
juveniles  and  young  people  as  well  as  the  adults  were  doing.  Lady 
managers  of  juvenile  societies  should  be  elected  by  the  adult  auxiliaries 
in  places  where  both  societies  existed,  and  a  clause  to  that  effect  was 
inserted  in  the  constitution  of  the  Juvenile  Society,  with  the  provision 
that,  if  there  were'  no  adult  auxiliary,  the  lady  manager  might  be 
elected  by  the  Juvenile  Society. 

Report  was  made  of  a  meeting  of  the  Local  Board  which  had  been 
called  to  take  action  upon  the  death  of  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black,  when  reso- 
lutions of  love  and  appreciation  were  adopted  in  honor  of  her. 
Resignation  of  Mrs.  Juliana  Hayes 

A  letter  from  the  revered  president  of  the  board,  Mrs.  Juliana 
Hayes,  to  her  "Beloved  Sisters,"  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  spread 
upon  the  minutes.  She  offered  her  resignation  of  the  office  which  she 
had  held  for  sixteen  years.  "In  taking  leave  of  you,  my  sisters,  I  realize 
the  straining  of  my  heart  strings.  My  comfort  lies  in  the  hope  that 
my  place  will  be  better  filled."  This  action  she  felt  was  necessitated 
by  her  failing  health,  and  for  that  reason  was  regretfully  accepted. 
Mrs.  M.  D.  Wightman  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  was  elected  president 
by  unanimous  vote  of  the  Board.  As  vice-president  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  society  in  1878,  she  had  established  her  value  to  the  Board 
in  all  its  work. 

1894  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference. 
The  Mary  Black  Memorial  Founded 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society  which 
was  held  in  Raleigh  in  June,  a  memorial  service,  by  previous  arrangement,  was 
held  for  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black.  "The  tide  of  emotion  ran  high,  not  only  during  the 
memorial  service,  but  during  the  entire  meeting.  Early  in  the  session  the  question 
of  a  memorial  in  her  honor  was  broached  and  eagerly  taken  up.  It  was  decided 
to  raise  $2,500.00  for  this  purpose,  the  specific  form  of  the  memorial  to  be 
decided  later.  Mrs.  J.  R.  Brooks,  of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference, 
claimed  the  privilege  for  her  conference  society  of  aiding  in  this  work  to  the 
extent  of  $500.00,  which  privilege  was  granted.  The  first  donation  to  the  cause 
was  made  before  the  adjournment  of  the  meeting,  being  the  gift  of  $20.00,  the 
result  of  self-denial,  from  Mrs.  W.  B.  Lee,  in  whose  heart  the  fires  were  already 
burning  which  have  since  carried  her  to  Brazil,  where  with  her  husband  she 
labors  today  as  a  foreign  missionary." — Miss  Mary  T.  Pescud  writing  in  1897. 

Mrs.  R.  P.  Howell  had  been  elected  in  1892  to  succeed  Mrs.  R.  E. 
Lyon  as  conference  treasurer,  and  she  in  turn  was  followed,  in  1894, 
by  Miss  Mary  T.  Pescud. 

1895.  "The  Mary  Black  Memorial  Hosfital" 

When  the  Committee  on  Extension  of  Work  had  made  its  report 
to  the  board  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions 
in  1895,  Mrs.  Wightman  invited  Bishop  Galloway  to  speak  to  the 
board  and  to  give  such  news  and  advice  about  our  China  Mission  as 
his  recent  visit  to  this  field  might  suggest.  In  doing  so  he  pictured 
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vividly  the  "waiting  room  of  our  Soochow  Hospital,  crowded  with 
women  in  all  stages  of  diseases,  awaiting  their  turn  to  enter  Dr. 
Walter's  office,  while  two  earnest  Chinese  Bible  women,  Bibles  in 
hand,  moved  about  amongst  them,  carrying  tidings  of  the  greater 
Physician  of  souls."  Dr.  Anne  Walter  told  of  her  desire  for  this 
hospital  in  these  words,  in  her  report  to  the  board: 

"In  closing-,  I  must  speak  of  the  great  wish  of  my  heart  in  connection  with 
this  work.  If  all  the  missionary  auxiliaries  and  Epworth  Leagues  and  even  the 
board  of  the  home  work  could  see  the  myriads  of  little  children  in  need  of 
hospital  care,  I  am  sure  they  would  help  me  with  a  children's  ward.  We  need  it, 
O,  so  much!  Day  after  day  the  little  sufferers  are  brought  here  and  we  have  no 
appropriate  place  for  them.  The  thousands  of  tortured  feet  are  pleading  for 
deliverance !  Hundreds  of  thousands  are  doomed  to  lives  of  uselessness  for  the  lack 
of  a  little  tender  care. 

"Just  here  I  want  to  tell  you  of  a  wee  baby  in  the  ward,  who  was  at  first 
terrified  beyond  measure  at  the  sight  of  a  foreigner,  or  even  the  sound  of  a 
foreign  footstep.  After  a  day  or  two  she  would  completely  cover  herself  with 
a  great  blue  silk  handkerchief  when  she  heard  me  coming.  Thus  protected  she 
submitted  to  my  presence.  By  degrees  we  arrived  at  a  game  of  'peeps,'  and 
finally  the  blue  handkerchief  waved  its  last  wave.  Every  morning  this  mite  of 
a  baby  would  toddle  into  the  chapel  and  climb  up  on  the  front  seat,  otherwise 
empty.  The  first  two  or  three  mornings  after  she  adopted  the  chapel  services 
the  blue  handkerchief  was  called  into  service  when  we  knelt  for  prayer.  At  last, 
one  day,  she  slid  down  off  her  great  long  empty  bench  and  laid  her  head  against 
the  edge  of  the  seat,  for  she  was  too  short  to  kneel,  and  thus  devoutly  she  stood 
through  the  long  Chinese  prayer.  I  am  going  to  have  a  children's  ward  if  it  is 
possible,  and  I  believe  it  is." 

At  the  close  of  Bishop  Galloway's  address,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell, 
in  a  resolution,  asked  the  privilege  of  directing  the  money  which  the 
Bright  Jewels  were  raising  to  erect  a  memorial  to  their  sainted  "Aunt 
Mary"  Black,  to  the  building  and  equipping  of  a  children's  ward  in 
the  Soochow  Hospital,  and  that  it  might  be  called  the  "Mary  Black 
Ward."  The  board  gratefully  granted  this  privilege.  The  progress  of 
the  movement  in  its  early  stages  is  related  by  Miss  Mary  Pescud  in 
1897,  in  "The  College  Message,"  as  she  wrote  of  her  friend,  Mrs. 
Black. 

"The  thought  of  a  memorial  to  their  beloved  friend,  appealed  alike  to  the 
women  and  children  of  the  conference  and  the  fund  rapidly  increased.  Various 
forms  of  this  monument  were  thought  of,  among  them  some  work  in  Japan. 
This  seemed  particularly  appropriate,  as  at  one  time  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Black  had 
offered  themselves  for  work  in  that  field,  but  circumstances  had  rendered  their, 
acceptance  impossible.  But  our  Woman's  Board  had  no  work  in  Japan,  and 
meanwhile  Dr.  Anne  Walter,  then  in  charge  of  our  Woman's  Hospital  in  Soo- 
chow, China,  was  pleading  for  the  establishment  of  a  children's  ward  in  con- 
nection with  the  work  for  women  already  in  existence.  In  the  spring  of  1895, 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  North 
Carolina  Conference,  agreed  that  this  work  arAong  the  children  was  especially 
fitting  as  a  memorial  to  one  whose  heart  went  out  so  lovingly  to  the  little  ones. 
Accordingly  the  conference  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell,  was 
instructed  to  offer  the  wished  for  ward  to  the  Woman's  Board  at  its  approaching 
annual  session,  as  a  gift  from  the  conference  society.  This  was  done  and  gladly 
accepted  by  the  board.  But  meanwhile  the  work  had  so  grown  upon  Dr.  Walter's 
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heart  and  hands,  and  so  many  others  wished  to  assist  that  the  plans  became  greatly 
changed  and  enlarged.  From  a  ward  attached  to  another  hospital,  it  developed 
into  a  separate  building  known  as  the  'Mary  Black  Memorial  Hall.'  This  build- 
ing is  the  donation  of  the  two  conference  societies  of  our  own  state.  Its  wards 
and  offices  are  fitted  up  by  other  societies.  Notable  among  these  is  the  Alice 
Bonnell  Ward,  given  by  the  North  Georgia  Conference,  and  the  Bright  Jewel 
Sun  Room,  used  chiefly  for  convalescent  patients.  Many  of  the  beds  in  this  sun 
room  are  furnished  by  special  donations  and  named  by  the  donor,  a  plate  bearing 
the  name  being  inserted  in  such  beds.  This  work  is  already  nearly  completed 
and  the  last  payment  on  the  building  from  the  North  Carolina  Conference 
Society  was  made  in  October,  1896,  but  a  little  more  than  two  years  after  the 
first  donation  was  received.  The  terrible  condition  of  the  sick  children  daily 
brought  to  Dr.  Walter  would  admit  of  no  delay,  so  she  did  not  wait  for  the 
full  amount  to  be  raised,  but  went  on  with  the  building,  in  full  faith  that  all 
her  expectations  would  be  met — a  faith  justified  by  results.  So  today  it  stands, 
a  monument  to  one  whose  every  thought  was  love,  whose  heart  took  in  the 
whole  world  for  which  Christ  died;  whose  spirit  doubtless  knows  and  rejoices 
over  this  continuation  of  her  work  on  earth,  even  amid  the  happiness  of  heaven." 

Lizzie  Reid  Martin  V olunteers 

A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  board  was  called 
on  the  11th  of  September,  1894,  to  take  action  on  the  application  of 
a  missionary  candidate,  Miss  Lizzie  Reid  Martin,  of  Chapel  Hill, 
N.  C,  and  she  was  recommended  to  the  board  for  appointment  to  a 
foreign  field,  after  a  year  in  the  training  school.  At  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  board  in  1895  she  was  accepted  and  recommended  to  work 
in  China. 

Lizzie  Reid  Martin 

"On  the  15th  of  August,  1867,  a  little  girl  baby  was  born  in  the  parson- 
age at  Snow  Hill,  to  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Bonaparte  Martin.  At  the  conference 
that  year  they  were  moved  to  Pittsboro.  Two  years  later  they  went  to  Haywood, 
and  after  another  two  years  Chapel  Hill  became  their  home.  Almost  as  soon  as 
she  could  walk,  she  became  a  member  of  the  Sunday  school,  and  together  with 
her  sisters  enjoyed  all  the  privileges  of  a  small  town  Sunday  school  and  church. 
In  1877  a  group  of  children  were  organized  into  a  mission  band  by  Mrs.  Martin, 
and  held  their  meetings  in  her  home.  For  two  years  or  more  they  assumed  the 
support  of  a  little  Chinese  boy  in  Dr.  A.  P.  Parker's  school  in  Soochow.  Hers 
was  a  godly  home,  so  it  is  not  strange  that  she  was  converted  and  joined  the 
church  when  quite  young. 

"In  the  spring  of  1881  she  went  with  an  uncle  to  Appleton,  Wisconsin,  and 
attended  school  at  Lawrence  University  till  the  summer  of  1  88  3,  when  she  came 
back  to  North  Carolina.  Following  her  return  to  Chapel  Hill,  she  taught  a 
private  school  in  her  own  home.  Later,  she  taught  two  winters  in  Onslow  County, 
and  from  1891  to  1894  she  taught  at  Mount  Tirzah,  in  Person  County. 

"Earnestly  desiring  to  serve  God  in  a  definite  way,  she  felt  the  call  to  offer 
herself  for  foreign  mission  service.  She  was  accepted  by  the  board,  and  in  the 
autumn  of  1894  she  entered  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School,  at  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  from  which  she  was  graduated  in  May,  1896.  In  company  with  Dr. 
Margaret  Polk,  Misses  Sanders  and  Leveritt,  she  sailed  on  the  26th  of  August, 
1  896,  from  San  Francisco  for  China.  After  five  months  of  language  study  in 
Shanghai,  she  was  sent  to  Soochow  to  continue  the  language  study  there  and  to 
help  in  the  day  schools  at  Tien-sz-tsaung,  assisting  Miss  Atkinson.  In  1899 
work  was  assigned  her  in  McTyeire  School,  and  a  few  hours  of  each  day  were 
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given  in  assisting-  Miss  Waters  at  Palmetto  School,  an  excellent  school  for  boys, 
the  especial  charge  of  the  South  Carolina  Conference. 

In  July  of  1901  she  resigned,  came  home,  was  married,  and  now  as  Mrs. 
J.  A.  Morris  is  a  faithful  worker  in  her  church  and  missionary  society  at  her 
home  near  Franklinton  on  the  Raleigh  District." 

1895  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference 

Miss  Lizzie  Martin  was  present  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  con- 
ference society  in  Fayette  ville,  and  at  the  request  of  the  president,  made 
a  talk  on  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School.  It  is  said  that  she  won 
all  hearts,  and  deeply  interested  the  large  audience  by  her  description 
of  our  training  school.  Her  deep  appreciation  of  our  love  and  care,  as 
a  conference  society,  for  her,  was  sweetly  expressed. 

The  Elizabeth  City  District  Transferred  to  Us 

Previous  to  1894,  the  section  of  our  state  lying  north  of  the 
Chowan  River  had  been  a  part  of  the  Virginia  Conference.  The 
North  Carolina  Annual  Conference,  meeting  in  Wilmington,  1893, 
memorialized  the  general  conference  to  meet  the  following  year,  "to 
transfer  from  the  Virginia  Conference  to  the  North  Carolina  Confer- 
ence that  section  of  our  state  lying  north  of  the  Chowan  River,  pro- 
vided there  was  no  objection  on  the  part  of  the  membership,  which 
would  make  the  transfer  unwise,  if  not  injurious,  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  church."  This  petition  was  granted,  and  the  Elizabeth  City 
District  appeared  in  the  minutes  of  the  annual  conference  of  North 
Carolina  in  1894  for  the  first  time,  but  because  of  the  difference  in 
the  times  of  meeting  between  the  annual  conference  of  the  church 
and  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Conference  Woman's  Missionary  So- 
ciety, 1895  was  the  first  year  it  was  included  among  the  districts  in  the 
minutes  of  the  Conference  Woman's  Missionary  Society.  The  first 
reports  of  district  and  auxiliaries  were  made  by  Mrs.  J.  L.  Home  and 
Mrs.  E.  F.  Corbett. 

The  Elizabeth  City  District  brought  to  the  North  Carolina  Con- 
ference Society  10  adult  auxiliaries  with  192  members  and  47  sub- 
scribers to  the  "Woman's  Missionary  Advocate";  and  4  Bright  Jewel 
bands  with  121  members  and  9  subscribers  to  the  "Little  Worker." 
The  district  and  its  representatives  were  received  by  the  conference 
society  with  cordial  expressions  of  welcome,  and  assurances  of  sisterly 
love  and  an  earnest  desire  for  Christian  fellowship  with  them. 
Conference  Action  and  Reforts 

Mrs.  Swindell  asked  that,  from  that  time,  the  conference  corres- 
ponding secretary  be  instructed  as  to  the  amount  she  could  pledge  to 
the  Woman's  Board  for  her  conference  society,  as  without  instruction 
she  had  pledged  her  conference  to  contribute  $200.00  towards  the 
expenses  of  three  missionary  candidates  accepted  by  the  boards,  who 
could  not  be  sent  out  for  lack  of  funds,  in  response  to  an  eloquent  and 
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FOREIGN  MISSIONARIES 

1  Korea,  Ida  Hankins.  2  China,  Lizzie  Reid  Martin  (married).  3  Brazil, 
Elizabeth  Davis  (married).  4  Brazil,  Mary  T.  Pescud  (deceased).  5  China, 
Alice  Green.  6  Korea,  Rosa  Lowder,  R.  N.  7  Korea,  Euline  Smith.  8  Mexico, 
Blanche  E.  O'Briant.  9  Brazil,  Elizabeth  Lamb  (retired).  10  China,  Sallie 
Lou  McKinnon.   11  Brazil,  Ruth  W.  Merritt.    12  Korea,  Josephine  Dameron. 
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heartfelt  appeal  to  the  board  by  Mrs.  Wightman  following  the  reports 
from  China.  Her  own  appeal  to  the  conference  soon  secured  pledges 
for  the  $100.00  she  had  promised  on  Miss  Martin's  outgoing  expenses. 
In  accordance  with  a  recommendation  made  and  stressed  by  Mrs. 
S.  C.  Trueheart,  that,  to  meet  the  real  need  of  an  organizer  in  every 
conference,  the  missionaries  be  employed  as  organizers  until  they  sailed 
for  their  foreign  fields,  Miss  Martin  was  appointed  to  do  that  work 
in  this  conference. 

The  action  of  the  Executive  Committee  in  regard  to  the  Mary 
Black  Memorial  was  confirmed  by  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  which 
provided  also  that  after  sufficient  funds  had  been  raised  to  pay  off 
the  two  special  pledges  made  by  the  corresponding  secretary,  the  re- 
mainder of  the  special  fund  in  the  treasury  should  be  directed  to  the 
Mary  Black  Memorial  Fund  to  help  the  Bright  Jewels  in  their  labor 
of  love.  In  telling  the  story  of  the  Mary  Black  Memorial  Hall,  for 
which  $431.03  had  already  been  raised,  Mrs.  Swindell  said,  "And 
thus  we  will  erect  a  living  monument  to  her  memory,  and  many  will 
be  the  times  that  we  will  close  our  eyes  and  in  fancy  see  'Aunt  Mary' 
bending  over  those  tiny  white  couches,  tenderly  soothing  the  little 
patient  as  it  tosses  in  fever  and  pain." 

Mrs.  Swindell  paid  a  glowing  tribute  of  personal  appreciation  to 
district  secretaries  as  officers  and  her  own  aides.  "The  day  has  come 
when  the  district  secretary  is  a  very  important  factor  in  our  mission 
work.  I  believe  I  can  truthfully  say  she  is  the  driving  wheel  in  its 
machinery.  She  is  the  right  hand  supporter  of  the  conference  corres- 
ponding secretary.  She  should  be  a  livey  consecrated,  industrious,  un- 
selfish, untiring,  wide  away  woman  of  bright  ideas,  in  constant  touch 

with  every  society,  both  adult  and  juvenile  in  her  district  

Allow  me  to  thank  each  district  secretary  for  your  kindness  to  me 
during  the  year,  and  for  your  nice  letters  which  have  in  some  instances 
been  a  benediction  to  me." 

In  two  instances  at  the  board  meeting  she  had  been  able  to  influence 
action  which  left  to  the  conferences  the  privilege  of  directing  certain 
special  offerings.  The  first  was  an  amendment  to  a  resolution  "to  give 
the  Easter  offerings  to  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School,"  to  do  so 
"only  when  practicable."  The  other  was  in  regard  to  the  "Little 
Worker  Special,"  a  fund  to  be  raised  by  Miss  Anna  Maria  Barnes, 
the  editor  of  the  "Little  Worker,"  by  appeals  to  the  children  made  in 
that  paper.  Whatever  amount  might  be  raised  would  be  reported  by 
Miss  Barnes,  and  not  the  conferences,  as  so  much  raised  through  the 
"Little  Worker  Special"  to  be  used  to  help  send  out  the  three  mission- 
aries who  could  not  be  appointed  for  lack  of  funds,  for  which  special 
pledges  were  taken  at  the  Board  meeting.  "I  claim,"  she  said,  "and  did 
so  at  the  Board,  that  the  money  our  children  raise  should  be  accredited 
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to  their  special  work  in  our  conference,  and  not  be  sent  to  Miss  Barnes 
who  is  the  editor  of  the  'Little  Worker,'  and  should  confine  herself 
to  that  specific  work,  letting  each  conference  society  attend  to  its  own 
children.  We  finally  succeeded  in  getting  her  work  modified  so  that 
she  was  to  make  no  appeals  in  any  conference  except  when  invited." 

The  blanks  furnished  for  making  quarterly  reports  were  now 
adding  new  columns  for  special  items.  In  our  first  printed  minutes, 
in  1886,  the  reports  were  made  in  bulk.  In  1891,  the  next  earliest 
printed  minutes  extant,  so  far  as  known,  there  were  columns  provided 
for  auxiliaries,  members,  subscribers  to  "Woman's  Missionary  Advo- 
cate," dues,  Contingent  Fund,  special  donations,  Frances  Bumpass 
Lectureship,  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School,  and  total  money.  In 
1895  the  columns  were  for  dues,  Contingent  Fund,  mite  boxes,  self- 
denial  and  thank-offering,  Frances  Bumpass  Lectureship,  Aunt  Mary 
Black  Memorial  Fund,  totals,  and  our  missionary  candidate  fund. 

O  ficers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  L.  A.  Cuninggim;  vice-president,  Mrs.  R.  A. 
Willis;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell;  recording  secretary,  Miss 
Blanche  Fentress;  treasurer,  Miss  Mary  T.  Pescud;  children's  work,  Mrs.  L.  M. 
Hendren. 

District  Secretaries:  Raleigh  District,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Whitaker;  Durham,  Mrs. 
J.  S.  Bassett;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  B.  C.  Gorham;  Rockingham,  Miss  Emma  Page; 
Wilmington,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Beery;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Simpson;  Washington, 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Home;  Warrenton,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Spiers;  Elizabeth  City,  Mrs.  K.  C. 
Zimmerman. 

New  Auxiliary 

Leasburgy  August  2nd,  1895.  Mrs.  L.  A.  Cuninggim  organized  our  auxiliary 
on  the  2nd  of  August,  1895,  with  eleven  members:  Mesdames  M.  A.  Thompson, 
M.  T.  Hambrick,  H.  T.  Connally,  R.  H.  Broom,  W.  J.  Pulliam,  Nannie  Fuller, 
V.  L.  Norton,  Misses  Wilhelmina  Lee,  Bessie  Thompson,  Josephine  Hambrick, 
and  Rev.  R.  H.  Broom.  There  has  never  been  a  break  in  the  life  of  our  auxiliary, 
the  monthly  meetings  having  been  held  with  great  regularity.  The  membership 
has  never  been  more  than  1 8  at  any  time.  In  the  very  earliest  years  of  the 
woman's  work,  there  were  a  few  women  who  met  and  collected  dues,  but  no 
record  can  be  found.  The  children  were  organized  in  1  883  in  the  Sunday  school 
class  of  Miss  Hettie  Gibbons,  with  four  little  girls  who  contributed  five  cents 
monthly  to  the  cause  of  missions.  After  she  moved  away,  Rev.  Solomon  Lea 
gathered  the  children  together  regularly  every  month  and  talked  to  them  of 
interesting  things  pertaining  to  missions,  collecting  dues  which  were  sent  to 
"Aunt  Mary."  In  January,  1890,  the  Bright  Jewels  were  formally  organized 
with  Miss  Clara  Ivey  as  lady  manager.  At  first,  as  there  was  no  other  organized 
avenue  through  which  to  contribute  directly  to  missions,  men  and  women,  young 
and  old,  as  many  as  would,  came  into  membership.  A  good  work  was  being  done, 
but  early  in  the  year  death  claimed  our  lady  manager.  Her  sister,  Miss  Hattie 
Ivey,  took  up  the  work.  She  was  full  of  zeal  and  enthusiasm,  but  before  the  end 
of  the  year  she  married  and  moved  away.  A  girl,  then  in  her  teens,  Bessie  Thomp- 
son, was  chosen  lady  manager,  and  the  society  grew  in  numbers  and  interest. 
When  the  Mary  Black  Hospital  was  built  in  Soochow,  our  society  furnished  a 
bed  in  the  children's  ward  naming  it  Clara  M.  Ivey.  Through  all  the  years  the 
organization  has  kept  steadily  going.  Many  valuable  workers  in  the  home  land 
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have  been  its  members.  In  our  woman's  work,  Mattie  Pulliam  became  secretary 
of  the  Durham  District,  serving-  five  years,  an  earnest,  faithful  worker.  The 
interest  aroused,  and  progress  made  in  the  district  during  that  time,  proved  her 
efficiency,  and  was  a  reward  of  her  labor.  B.  E.  Stanfield,  another  member, 
became  a  member  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference.  The  young  people  were 
organized  in  1924,  coming  up  from  the  Bright  Jewels.  They  are  increasing  in 
numbers  and  interest. — Miss  Bessie  Thompson. 

1896.  The  Passing  of  Mrs.  Hayes  and  Mrs.  McGavock 

In  less  than  a  month  after  the  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions,  the  news  was  flashed  throughout  the  church  that  its 
revered  leader  had  entered  into  the  life  more  abundant.  Mrs.  Juliana 
Hayes  died  on  the  2nd  of  June,  1895.  A  woman  of  marvellous  power, 
especially  in  organizing,  she  builded  well  while  president  of  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society,  for  "she  created  an  interest  in  it  where- 
ever  she  travelled  or  was  heard  to  speak,  and  invariably  brought  to  the 
subject  a  perennial  freshness  and  enthusiasm." 

Again,  later  in  the  year,  the  women  of  the  board  and  the  confer- 
ence societies,  indeed  the  whole  church,  were  in  sorrow  over  the  pass- 
ing of  another  honored  and  well-beloved  pioneer  in  woman's  mission- 
ary work,  Mrs.  D.  H.  McGavock,  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  who  died  in 
1895  on  the  23rd  of  December.  For  some  time  "the  end  had  seemed 
to  be  approaching  stealthily  but  most  surely.  With  the  help  of  Mrs. 
C.  A.  Kennedy,  who  had  been  her  assistant  since  1890,  the  foreign 
work  had  been  kept  well  in  hand.  Late  in  September,  1895,  she  called 
a  meeting  of  the  local  board  to  be  held  in  her  own  chamber;  the  busi- 
ness was  presented,  and  then,  when  scarcely  able  to  hold  the  pen,  she 
signed  papers  giving  the  power  of  attorney  to  the  secretary  of  Home 
Affairs,  Mrs.  S.  C.  Trueheart,  then  said:  'This  is  my  last  official  act.' 
Mrs.  McGavock  passed  away  quickly,  silently,  without  a  struggle. 
When  we  think  of  that  immutable  law  of  justice  and  mercy  which 
says  'what  measure  ye  mete  shall  be  measured  to  you  again,'  we  do  not 
wonder  that  in  less  than  six  months  after  her  death  her  memory  was 
rewarded.  A  Christian  woman  in  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  was  imbued 
with  the  same  spirit  that  animated  Mrs.  McGavock  twenty  years  be- 
fore, and  placed  her  own  diamonds  on  God's  altar  to  be  used  accord- 
ing to  the  discretion  of  the  board.  Mrs.  J.  P.  Campbell,  who  had  re- 
turned from  Korea  by  way  of  her  home  in  California,  brought  the 
sparkling  jewels  to  Washington  City,  where  the  18th  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  board  was  held  in  Mount  Vernon  Place  Church.  This  gift 
of  diamonds,  worth  $500.00,  or  more,  was  appropriated  to  the  begin- 
ning of  the  McGavock  Memorial  Institute  to  be  erected  in  China." 

The  North  Carolina  Conference  Woman's  Missionary  Society 
adopted  suitable  resolutions  in  love  and  honor  as  tributes  to  the  memory 
of  these  two  splendid  pioneer  women,  who  more  than  any  others, 
except  Mrs.  M.  L.  Kelly,  were  instrumental  in  preparing  the  way  for 
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the  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  and  launching  the  new  movement 
in  the  church.  This  conference  honors  them  again  in  the  year  of  its 
Jubilee,  grateful  for  and  proud  of  its  heritage  in  them. 

1896  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference. 
Presentation  of  Several  Gifts 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  conference  society  in  Kinston  in 
May,  Mrs.  Swindell  presented  to  Mrs.  Cuninggim,  for  the  use  of  the 
society,  a  gavel  made  of  the  wood  of  a  window  frame  of  old  Tryon 
Street  Church,  Charlotte,  where  the  conference  society  was  organized 
in  1878  on  the  1st  of  December.  This  gift,  beautifully  and  graciously 
presented,  was  accepted  for  the  society  by  the  president  in  words  and 
manner  befitting  so  interesting  an  incident,  after  which  she  related 
the  history  of  the  society  from  its  organization. 

A  thank  offering  of  $25.00  was  made  by  Mrs.  Whitaker  of  Cary, 
as  an  expression  of  her  appreciation  of  kindnesses  extended  by  mission- 
aries to  her  son,  Mr.  J.  A.  Jones,  consul  to  Shanghai,  at  the  time  of 
his  death  in  that  city.  Miss  Laura  Haygood  had  suggested  that  this 
money  be  used  in  the  purchase  of  Bibles  and  leaflets  for  the  use  of  the 
Shanghai  Bible  women,  which  it  was  decided  to  do. 

Through  Mrs.  Swindell,  Dr.  W.  S.  Black  and  his  children  pre- 
sented a  life  size  crayon  portrait  of  Mrs.  Black  to  be  sent  to  the  Mary 
Black  Memorial  Hospital  in  Soochow,  China.  Mrs.  Swindell  was  re- 
quested to  express  to  Dr.  Black  and  his  children  the  grateful  thanks 
of  the  conference  society  for  their  precious  gift. 

Mission  Study  Begun 
Mrs.  J.  S.  Bassett,  secretary  of  the  Durham  District,  described  the 
method  of  conducting  the  monthly  meetings  used  by  the  Main  Street 
Church  auxiliary  in  Durham:  Devotions,  study  of  missions,  and  busi- 
ness, 20  minutes  being  given  to  each  division  of  the  program.  Three 
papers  on  given  subjects  were  written,  each  of  five  minutes  length,  to 
be  read  at  every  meeting,  also  a  specially  prepared  review  of  the  current 
number  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Advocate.  This  auxiliary  report 
on  mission  study  was  the  first  recorded  in  the  minutes.  The  books,  used 
by  it  were  the  new  books  on  foreign  missions,  and  in  addition  to  them 
"The  Methodist  Review  of  Missions"  was  recommended  by  Miss 
Pescud.  It  was  reported  that  the  Bright  Jewels  of  Chapel  Hill,  under 
their  lady  manager,  Mrs.  Mangum,  were  being  taught  to  study  mis- 
sions by  having  one  missionary  assigned  to  each  child,  who  was  expected 
to  learn  all  she  could  about  her  own  missionary,  the  country  and  its 
people  where  she  was  serving,  to  tell  at  the  next  meeting.  Mrs.  Swin- 
dell recommended  an  elaboration  of  this  plan  as  a  good  one  for  all 
the  auxiliaries:  that  each  member  select  a  missionary,  study  her  life 
and  work,  gather  incidents  and  items  of  interest,  collect  curios  and 
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pictures  bearing  on  her  subject,  and  to  learn  all  she  could  of  the  people 
and  country  where  her  missionary  labored,  then  at  the  meeting  each 
taking  her  turn  to  tell  what  she  had  learned.  She  suggested  also  that 
"both  Adult  and,  Juvenile  societies  establish  circulating  missionary 
libraries,  have  map  talks,  and  now  and  then  social  teas,  resolving  that 
come  what  may,  there  is  one  enemy  that  shall  never  throttle  you,  and 
that  is  Inertia" 

The  Ellen  Morfhis  Scholarship 

At  the  conference  of  the  previous  year  Miss  Pescud  had  suggested 
a  memorial  to  Ellen  Morphis  Wood,  the  first  woman  to  go  from 
North  Carolina  Methodism  to  a  foreign  mission  field,  but  no  action 
was  recorded.  This  year,  1896,  the  following  resolution,  signed  by 
Miss  Pescud,  Mrs.  Cuninggim,  Mrs.  Swindell,  and  Miss  Fentress, 
was  read  and  adopted: 

"Whereas  we  feel  the  need  of  a  scholarship  in  the  Scarritt  Bible  and  Train- 
ing School,  that  our  young  women  who  are  called  to  the  foreign  field  may 
receive  the  advantage  of  instruction  and  training  free,  therefore  be  it 

"Resolved,  That  we  do  pledge  ourselves  to  raise  the  $2,500.00  necessary  as 
early  as  possible ;  not  beginning  on  it,  however,  until  our  Aunt  Mary  Black 
Memorial  is  all  paid  in.  The  scholarship  to  be  named  the  Ellen  Morphis  Schol- 
arship." 

The  Mary  Black  Memorial  Hospital  Finished 
Mrs.  W.  B.  Bonnell  writing  of  the  "Mary  Black  Hall"  in  the 
September  number,  1896,  of  the  "Woman's  Missionary  Advocate," 
said : 

"The  Children's  Ward  has  been  built  recently  as  an  addition  to  our  Wo- 
man's Hospital  in  Soochow,  China.  You  will  be  glad  to  know  that  the  'Mary 
Black  Hall,'  which  includes  this  ward,  is  finished,  money  for  the  purpose  having 
been  sent  out  by  the  Bright  Jewels  of  North  Carolina.  There  has  not  been 
heretofore  any  special  department  for  children  in  our  hospital  work,  but  Dr. 
Anne  Walter  saw  the  growing  need  and  asked  that  it  be  supplied;  at  once  God 
answered  her  prayers  and  honored  her  faith,  so  that  in  less  than  two  years  from 
the  time  she  embodied  the  facts  in  regard  to  this  necessity  in  her  annual  report, 
the  building  stands  complete,  a  thing  of  beauty.  She  writes  me  in  a  recent 
letter:  'I  feel  sure  if  you  could  take  a  peep  into  my  wards  you  would  under- 
stand why  my  home  letters  have  been  so  few.  Every  bed  in  the  hospital  is 
occupied,  and  all  sorts  of  improvised  beds  in  every  available  space  in  the  ward, 
outhouses,  and  in  my  own  home  keep  me  about  as  busy  as  any  one  could  be. 
The  children's  ward  is  finished  and  inside  it  is  a  beauty.  How  I  wish  you  could 
see  it!  We  need  it  so  much  now  that  it  is  exasperating  to  see  it  standing  there 
empty.  I  hope  the  beds  will  come  by  the  fall  as  that  is  our  busiest  season.  Even 
now  we  have  to  refuse  to  take  patients  in,  and  it  makes  my  heart  ache  to  turn 
them  off'." 

Mrs.  Bonnell  told  of  how  she  collected  toys,  many  of  them  highly 
treasured  by  the  children  who  gave  them,  to  send  to  these  little  Chinese 
sufferers  in  the  hospital.  One  little  girl  gave  all  her  playthings,  and 
when  somebody  said  to  her,  "Why,  you  have  given  everything;  now 
you  won't  have  anything  to  play  with,"  she  answered,  "Well,  I  know 
who  will — the  little  Chinese  children,"  for  Dr.  Walter  had  written 
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how  her  little  patients  loved  the  toys,  how  she  could  keep  them  long 
enough  to  cure  them  because  of  the  playthings,  saying,  "It  is  just 
wonderful  what  an  amount  of  pain  they  can  bear  when  there  are 
playthings  hung  up  before  them  that  may  soon  become  their  very  own. 
The  Japanese  toys  are  cheap,  but  very  breakable,  and  I  shall  be  so 
glad  to  give  them  some  nice  American  toys."  Mrs.  Bonnell  had  been 
able  to  send  a  large  box  of  toys,  sheets,  pillow  cases,  and  blankets 
which  had  been  sent  to  her  in  response  to  her  appeals.  That  was  the 
spirit  in  which  the  Mary  Black  Memorial  Hospital  was  born,  built, 
furnished,  and  maintained. 

Our  First  Organixer 
Mrs.  Swindell  reported  that  "Miss  Lizzie  Martin  put  in  some 
excellent  work  as  organizer  last  summer,  and  if  she  could  have  con- 
tinued, there  would  have  been  a  fine  report  of  new  societies,  but  a 
providential  opening  for  her  to  return  to  the  training  school  another 
year  and  take  her  diploma  must  be  accepted,  all  thought,  so  she  re- 
turned, and  has  been  improving  the  time  in  every  way  possible.  God 
willing,  she  probably  will  sail  for  China  in  the  autumn.  Let  your 
prayers  continually  ascend  to  heaven  in  her  behalf.  We  think  that 
the  Woman's  Board  made  no  mistake  in  accepting  our  first  mission- 
ary candidate.  She  is  a  young  woman  of  deep  spirituality,  of  strong 
character,  and  great  magnetism.  She  has  to  a  marked  degree  that  sweet 
characteristic,  true  maidenly  modesty.  Her  Heavenly  Father  has  en- 
dowed and  anointed  her  for  the  work.  We  should  feel  honored  of 
God  to  have  such  a  representative  in  the  foreign  field.  May  I  bespeak 
for  her  your  blessing." 

Officers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  L.  A.  Cuninggim ;  vice-president,  Mrs.  R.  A. 
Willis  j  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell  ;  recording  secretary,  Miss 
Blanche  Fentress ;  treasurer,  Miss  Mary  T.  Pescud;  juvenile  work,  Mrs.  L.  M. 
Hendren. 

District  Secretaries:  Raleigh  District,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Whitaker  of  Raleigh 5 
Durham,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Bassett  of  Durham;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  B.  C.  Gorham  of 
Fayetteville ;  Rockingham,  Miss  Emma  Page  of  Aberdeen;  Wilmington,  Mrs. 
R.  H.  Beery  of  Wilmington;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Simpson  of  New  Bern; 
Washington,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Horne  of  Rocky  Mount;  Warrenton,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Horne 
of  Littleton;  and  Elizabeth  City,  Mrs.  H.  S.  Cross  of  Sunbury. 

New  Auxiliaries 

Parkers',  June,  1896.  Parkers'  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  North  Gates 
Circuit,  was  organized  in  June,  1896,  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  C.  W.  Robin- 
son, with  8  charter  members:  Mesdames  Sallie  Parker,  Ann  Ellis,  Sallie  Morgan, 
Lee  Morgan,  George  Knight,  A.  J.  Savage,  R.  D.  Savage,  and  Miss  Margaret 
Parker.  Prior  to  the  organization  of  the  woman's  work,  Miss  Margaret  Parker, 
in  1883,  had  gathered  the  children  from  the  homes  of  our  church,  trained  them, 
and  banded  them  together  into  a  "Rosebud  missionary  society,"  under  the 
leadership  of  "Uncle  Larry"  of  the  Virginia  Conference.  This  little  society 
formed  the  nucleus  of  our  missionary  work  of  today.  We  have  now  a  Bright 
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Jewel  band  of  1 5  and  a  baby  enrollment  of  1 2  members.  Only  one  of  our 
members  has  served  outside  our  auxiliary.  Mrs.  Lee  Morgan  during  the  years 
of  1909-'10-'l  1,  was  secretary  of  the  Elizabeth  City  District  in  the  Home 
Mission  Conference  Society — Mrs.  Lee  Morgan. 

Manteo,  June  16,  1896.  Rev.  G.  A.  Oglesby  organized  an  auxiliary  in 
Mount  Olivet  Church,  Manteo,  on  the  16th  of  June,  1896,  enrolling  13  mem- 
bers, and  these  officers  being  elected:  President,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Evans;  vice-president, 
Mrs.  N.  C.  Evans;  corresponding  secretary,  Miss  Helen  L.  Evans;  recording 
secretary,  Mrs.  A.  V.  Evans;  treasurer,  Mrs.  Christian  Payne.  Five  subscriptions 
to  the  "Woman's  Missionary  Advocate"  were  taken.  There  is  one  charter  mem- 
ber, Miss  Helen  Evans,  living  in  another  place.  We  live  on  an  isolated  island, 
and  it  is  neither  practicable  nor  possible  for  us  to  try  to  do  all  the  work  as  laid 
down,  much  as  we  would  like  to  do  so.  We  raise  quite  a  good  bit  of  money 
for  so  few  members,  about  30;  always  send  delegates  to  the  conferences;  and 
have  earnestly  tried  to  carry  on  the  federation  work,  but  owing  to  the  geographical 
situation  of  the  county,  three-fourths  of  which  is  water,  and  very  poor  transporta- 
tion conveniences,  we  had  to  give  that  up.  Most  of  our  members  are  interested, 
and  we  have  a  mission  study  class,  if  only  a  small  one. — Mrs.  S.  A .  Griffin. 

Kittrells,  Gates,  August  25,  1896.  Our  auxiliary  was  organized  on  the  25th 
of  August,  1896,  with  six  members  and  these  officers:  President,  Mrs.  H.  B. 
Cross;  vice-president,  Mrs.  B.  E.  Smith;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  L.  W. 
Parker;  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Willey;  treasurer,  Mrs.  T.  V.  Smith. 
We  have  been  carrying  on  ever  since  we  organized,  and  I  know  that  the  step 
taken  on  that  August  day  in  1896  has  done  much  to  foster  a  missionary  spirit 
in  Kittrells  Church. — Mrs.  J.  F.  Willey. 

1897.  The  Woman's  Board  Votes  to  Enter  Korea 
After  Hearing  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Extension  of  Work, 
the  Woman's  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  in  annual  session  in  1897, 
listened  to  the  reading  of  a  letter  from  Rev.  C.  F.  Reid  in  Korea. 
The  secretary  showed  why  an  appropriation  should  be  made  for  the 
extending  of  our  work  into  Korea.  The  report  was  gladty  adopted. 
Appropriations  were  made  to  open  up  work  in  that  country:  $1,000.00 
for  the  purchase  of  a  lot,  $2,000.00  for  building,  and  $750.00  for 
one  missionary. 

Southern  Methodism  entered  Korea  in  1897  at  the  special  invita- 
tion of  Baron  T.  B.  Yun,  a  Christian  nobleman,  who  had  been  in 
America  as  a  student  at  Emory  College  and  at  Vanderbilt  University. 
While  in  this  country  he  gave  a  sum  of  money  to  found  an  industrial 
school  for  Korean  boys.  This  fund  was  increased  by  a  gift  from 
America,  and  with  this  money,  later,  the  Songdo  Higher  Common 
School  was  founded,  of  which  Baron  Yun  was  president  twice.  When 
he  returned  to  Korea,  he  became  a  member  of  the  Korean  cabinet, 
and  it  was  in  this  capacity  he  invited  Southern  Methodism  to  enter  his 
country.  Bishop  Hendrix  and  Dr.  C.  F.  Reid  went  to  Korea  shortly 
after  the  murder  of  the  Queen,  and  in  spite  of  this  they  received  a 
cordial  welcome  from  the  King,  who  encouraged  them  to  send  teach- 
ers. "This  was  an  unique  experience,  for  in  no  other  mission  field, 
save  the  Belgian  Congo,  have  the  missionaries  of  Southern  Methodism 
entered  with  the  favor  and  support  of  the  governmental  authorities. 
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Our  first  Methodist  Society  was  organized  in  Korea  in  1897,  and 
Baron  Yun  preached  the  first  formal  sermon  under  the  auspices  of 
the  denomination." 

Mrs.  Swindell  read  the  report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  the 
Management  of  Juvenile  Societies,  recommending  that  none  of  their 
work  should  be  diverted  from  the  regular  channels,  and  offered  a 
resolution,  which  was  adopted,  that,  as  children  work  with  more 
enthusiasm  for  special  objects,  Korea  be  given  to  them  as  their  own 
specific  work,  the  society  raising  the  largest  amount  to  name  the 
Board's  building,  and  the  next  largest  to  name  the  chapel  in  the 
building. 

At  her  request  Mrs.  Swindell  was  authorized  to  raise  a  special  fund 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  memorial  to  Ellen  Morphis  Wood,  who 
had  gone  to  China,  had  died,  and  was  buried  there. 

1897  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 

Littleton  Female  College,  "the  maker  of  missionaries,"  opened  its 
doors  in  1897  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  conference  society,  which 
was  inspired  and  uplifted  in  all  its  sessions  by  the  beautiful  music 
furnished  by  the  college  choir.  Mrs.  J.  M.  Rhodes  had  for  years  been 
a  noted  singer  in  this  conference.  There  are  those  remaining  today 
who  remember  the  heavenly  voice  of  Lula  Hester,  which,  as  often  as 
opportunity  offered,  she  used  to  glorify  her  God,  and  she  was  still 
glorifying  Him  with  it,  not  only  in  her  singing,  but  in  the  spiritual 
teaching  she  gave  the  many  young  women  who  came  under  her  care 
for  as  many  years  as  Littleton  College  lived  after  she  entered  it  as 
teacher,  to  become  later  the  wife  of  its  owner  and  president.  To  her 
influence  is  attributed  the  fact  that  Littleton  College  sent  out  more 
young  women  to  become  definite  workers  in  conference  and  on  home 
and  foreign  fields,  than  did  any  other  Methodist  girls'  school  within 
our  borders. 

The  conference  rejoiced  over  the  report  that  all  the  special  pledges 
were  "all  paid  up  and  over,"  except  the  "Belle  Bennett  Chair"  which 
was  to  be  raised  by  the  Easter  offering.  The  Ellen  Morphis  Wood 
Scholarship,  for  which  $2,500.00  were  required,  was  not  receiving  the 
support  it  merited,  however,  and  it  was  urged  that  a  special  effort  be 
made  to  finish  it  that  year.  The  "Mary  Black  Memorial  Hospital" 
had  been  entirely  paid  for  and  furnished,  except  a  few  articles  for 
the  "Sun,  or  Bright  Jewel  room." 

The  multiplication  of  Young  People's  societies  was  urged  by  the 
corresponding  secretary  as  a  matter  of  supreme  importance,  second 
to  none  other,  and  she  called  upon  the  women  to  bestir  themselves 
to  take  advantage  of  the  wonderful  opportunity  that  was  theirs,  to 
arouse  interest  and  create  enthusiasm  in  missions  in  the  hearts  of  the 
young  people.  "The  yawning  gap  between  the  Adult  and  the  Juvenile 
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societies  should  be  filled  by  our  young  people,  the  flower  of  our  land, 
the  hope  of  our  church.  Right  here  is  an  opening  for  special  work 
and  special  prayers.  O,  for  more  Lizzie  Martins  in  North  Carolina! 
Mrs.  Trueheart  says  that  Miss  Martin  is  making  herself  felt  in  China 
already,  acquiring  the  language  rapidly,  a  strong,  reliable,  consecrated 
woman  every  way.  May  God  bless  her  in  all  her  ways." 

Mrs.  Swindell  again  urged  the  accumulation  of  missionary  libra- 
ries as  missionary  reading  was  an  essential  to  growth  in  auxiliaries. 
The  Literary  Committee  should  insist  upon  the  reading  of  the  books 
in  a  missionary  library  which  might  increase  in  number  of  volumes 
by  each  auxiliary  member  contributing  a  book.  A  monthly  missionary 
prayer  meeting  by  each  auxiliary,  she  stressed,  as  a  helpful  part  of 
its  yearly  program. 

Upon  the  motion  of  Mrs.  Spiers  it  was  voted  that  the  district  sec- 
retaries should  request  the  auxiliary  treasurers,  including  the  Bright 
Jewels,  to  report  to  them  as  well  as  to  the  conference  treasurer. 

A  Column  in  the  Advocate  Requested 
The  conference  adopted  a  resolution  offered  by '  Miss  Pescud, 
signed  also  by  Mrs.  Hendren  and  Mrs.  Swindell,  that  the  conference 
society  request  the  editors  of  the  North  Carolina  Christian  Advocate 
to  allow  the  conference  a  column,  each  week,  to  fill  with  matter  per- 
taining to  the  interests  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society. 

Another  resolution  adopted  was  one  offered  by  Miss  Irene  Stanley 
for  the  Bright  Jewels,  asking  that  the  unnamed  ward  in  the  Mary 
Black  Memorial  Hospital  be  called  the  "Lizzie  Mayhew  Hendren 
Ward,"  in  honor  of  their  dear  superintendent,  Mrs.  L.  M.  Hendren. 

In  regard  to  the  "Ellen  Morphis  Wood  Memorial,"  it  was  de- 
cided to  use  this  memorial  fund  in  some  other  way  than  a  Scarritt 
Scholarship  as  was  the  first  intention,  the  amount  and  specific  character 
of  the  work  to  be  determined  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

Young  Pcofle's  Societies  Authorized  in  the  Conference 
Up  to  this  time  the  Woman's  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  had  not 
provided  for  separate  auxiliaries  for  children  and  young  people,  all 
ages  functioning  as  "Juvenile  Societies,"  under  one  constitution,  but 
the  conferences  were  allowed  some  latitude  in  the  conduct  of  the 
juvenile  work.  The  forward  looking  women  saw  the  need,  for  good 
of  the  work  and  the  development  of  the  youth  of  the  church,  of 
dividing  the  "Juveniles"  into  groups  according  to  age,  and  Mrs.  Swin- 
dell and  Miss  Pescud  offered  a  resolution  which  was  adopted,  "that 
Young  People's  societies  be  organized  in  every  instance  when  prac- 
ticable; and  when  the  Bright  Jewel  Bands  reach  the  age  of  18  they 
be  organized  into  Young  People's  societies.  Let  a  young  lady  be  ap- 
pointed as  counsellor." 
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It  was  also  decided,  in  consequence  of  a  resolution  offered  by  Mrs. 
Hendren,  Mrs.  Swindell,  Mrs.  F.  P.  Whitaker  and  Miss  Capitola 
Grainger,  that,  upon  the  election  of  new  auxiliary  corresponding  sec- 
retaries and  lady  managers  of  Bright  Jewel  bands,  the  district  secre- 
taries and  the  superintendent  of  Juvenile  work  at  once  be  notified, 
the  district  secretary  to  notify  the  conference  corresponding  secretary. 
O  ficers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  L.  A.  Cuninggim;  vice-president,  Mrs.  R.  A. 
Willis ;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell;  recording  secretary,  Miss 
Blanche  Fentress ;  treasurer,  Miss  Mary  T.  Pescud;  juvenile  work,  Mrs.  L.  M. 
Hendren. 

District  Secretaries:  Raleigh  District,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Whitaker  of  Raleigh ; 
Durham  District,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Bassett  of  Durham;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  B.  C.  Gor- 
ham  of  Fayetteville  j  Rockingham,  Miss  Emma  Page  of  Aberdeen;  Wilmington, 
Mrs.  W.  M.  Hankins  of  Wilmington;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Simpson  of  New 
Bern.;  Washington,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Horne  of  Rocky  Mount;  Warrenton,  Mrs.  W.  S. 
Black  of  Littleton;  and  Elizabeth  City,  Mrs.  H.  S.  Cross  of  Sunbury. 

1898.  General  Conference  Legislation 
From  the  time  the  authority  to  organize  for  work  in  missions  was 
given  to  the  women  of  Southern  Methodism,  the  voice  of  their  bishops 
held  no  uncertain  tone  in  its  commendation  of  them  and  their  work, 
and  this  year  was  no  exception.  The  Committee  on  Missions,  of  which 
Dr.  F.  D.  Swindell  was  secretary  in  1898,  recorded  the  "wish  to 
express  their  gratification  at  the  great  and  valuable  work  done  by  the 
Woman's  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and  the  Woman's  Parsonage  and 
Home  Mission  Society.  The  church  should  encourage  them  by  constant 
sympathy  and  help,  and  by  earnest  prayer  for  their  enlargement  and 
success." 

Three  memorials  from  the  Woman's  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
were  presented.  The  first,  asking  that  space  be  provided  in  blank  forms 
of  statistics  for  reporting  the  statistics  of  the  Woman's  Board  of 
Missions  was  granted.  The  second  asked  that  no  change  be  made  in 
the  Discipline  which  would  take  the  children  from  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  and  give  them  exclusively  to  the  General  Board, 
to  which  the  committee  replied  that  they  took  pleasure  in  saying  that 
so  far  as  they  were  informed,  there  had  not  been  and  would  not  be 
any  legislation  intended  to  effect  that  result. 

The  third  memorial  asked  for  changes  in  the  constitution  of  the 
Woman's  Board  in  reference  to  the  secretaries.  The  changes  recom- 
mended by  the  committee  were  made,  as  follows:  "From  Article  Four, 
strike  out  the  words  'a  vice-president,  two  secretaries,  one  to  administer 
the  foreign,  the  other  the  home  affairs  of  the  society,'  and  insert  the 
words,  'two  vice-presidents,  one  or  more  secretaries.'  The  amended 
paragraph  then  read:  'The  board  shall  consist  of  a  president,  two 
vice-presidents,  one  or  more  secretaries,  a  treasurer,  a  recording  sec- 
retary, and  six  managers  (to  be  elected  quadrennially  by  the  Woman's 
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Board  at  the  annual  meeting  next  succeeding  the  session  of  the  general 
conference),  and  the  corresponding  secretaries,  or  alternates,  of  the 
conference  societies.  The  secretaries  of  the  Board  of  Missions  shall 
be  honorary  members  of  the  board.'  From  Article  Ten  strike  out  the 
word  'Foreign'  and  insert  the  word  'Corresponding';  and  the  words 
'foreign  field'  and  insert  the  word  'Board.'  The  amended  paragraph 
then  read:  'The  corresponding  secretary  shall  conduct  the  correspond- 
ence, and  attend  to  all  legal  business  of  the  board,  prepare  the  annual 
report,  publish  quarterly  statements  of  the  condition  of  the  work  both 
at  home  and  in  the  foreign  field,  give  all  orders  on  the  treasury,  and 
reside  where  the  Board  of  Missions  is  located."  Article  Eleven,  which 
defined  the  duties  of  the  secretary  of  Home  Affairs,  was  stricken  out 
entirely,  as  that  office  was  absorbed  in  that  of  the  corresponding 
secretary. 

The  Woman's  Board  Meets  in  Greensboro 

"Most  gladly  was  the  cordial  invitation  accepted  to  hold  the  20th  annual 
meeting-  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  in  the  historic  town  of 
Greensboro  in  the  Old  North  State.  Then  most  kindly  were  the  members  and 
visitors  welcomed  within  the  beautiful  and  picturesque  homes  of  its  cultured 
people.  The  densely  shaded  lawns  and  streets  over-arched  by  ancient  forest  trees 
suggest  its  name  to  those  unacquainted  with  that  of  General  Greene  of  Revolu- 
tionary fame  and  enrolled  among  the  patriots  of  '76;  closely  associated  in  thought, 
also,  is  the  battle-ground  of  Guilford  about  four  miles  away.  Not  very  far  distant 
are  the  renowned  battle  fields  of  Cowpens  and  Kings  Mountain,  and  the  place 
where  the  Mecklenburg  Independence  was  promulgated. 

"It  was  pleasant  to  meet  in  the  large,  well-arranged,  and  beautiful  new 
church  at  West  Market  Street,  the  pride  of  Methodism  in  Greensboro;  a  painful 
pleasure  it  was,  also,  to  remember  the  soft,  entreating  voice  of  Mrs.  Bumpass, 
when,  the  year  before,  she  invited  the  board  to  meet  here,  'It  may  be  that  I  can 
never  go  to  another  annual  meeting.'  Her  chair  was  in  its  usual  place  at  the 
left  of  the  altar,  but  she  'was  not,'  for  God  had  taken  her  to  Himself. 

"Everything  necessary  to  the  comfort  and  pleasure  of  the  ladies  had  been 
thought  of  and  arranged,  without  stint  of  labor  or  expense — plants  and  flowers 
for  beauty,  tables  and  stationery  for  use;  parlors,  committee  rooms,  and  one 
nicely  arranged  for  rest!  The  music  by  the  choir  was  such  as  all  delight  to  hear — 
well  selected,  well  rendered  and  beautiful.  Then  what  shall  we  say  about  the 
elegant  luncheons  prepared  every  day  in  the  church !  The  members  of  the  board 
and  visitors  were  seated  at  tables  beautifully  decorated  and  bountifully  supplied 
'with  human  nature's  daily  food.'  For  all  these  kindnesses  the  board  was  indebted 
to  the  ladies  of  West  Market  Street  and  Central  Churches,  who  seemed  to  vie 
with  each  other  in  their  generous  attentions,  and  especially  to  the  president  of 
the  Conference  Society,  Mrs.  L.  H.  Robertson,  who  was  the  alternate  of  Mrs. 
Bumpass  and  for  that  time  a  member  of  the  board. 

"One  day  after  luncheon  as  usual,  and  committee  meetings  in  the  afternoon, 
a  dozen  or  more  carriages  were  sent  to  the  church,  and  the  ladies  were  driven, 
in  charge  of  Mr.  Odell,  through  all  the  streets  of  this  lovely  old  town.  Greens- 
boro Female  College  was  visited,  and  the  Normal  College  looked  upon  in  passing; 
then  to  the  cemetery,  where  is  the  new-made  grave  of  Mrs.  Bumpass,  so  dear  to 
her  co-workers.  As  all  stood  around  the  resting  place  of  her  body,  her  spirit 
seemed  to  impress  them  with  the  purity  and  consecration  of  her  life.  Hymns  were 
sung  and  prayers  were  offered,  then  her  grave  was  covered  with  daisies  and  other 
flowers." 
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"Tribute  to  Mrs.  F.  M.  Bumf  ass" 
(From  the  Local  Committee  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Foreign  Missions) 

"A  sweeter,  gentler  spirit  than  dear  Sister  F.  M.  Bumpass  never  'fell  on 
sleep.'  For  twenty  years  she  was  connected  with  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions 
of  our  church.  To  see  her  at  the  annual  meeting's  was  an  inspiration,  and  the 
sure  fact  that  daily  her  prayers  for  the  success  of  the  cause  of  missions  went  up 
to  God,  strengthened  many  whose  fears  pointed  to  failure,  though  their  efforts 
and  hopes  were  for  success. 

"Our  sainted  sister  and  friend  has  passed  into  the  unseen  and  heavenly  where 
she  finds  'faith  lost  in  sight'  and  'hope  in  full  fruition.'  The  fitting,  beautiful 
May  time  witnessed  her  translation,  and  only  thanksgiving  for  her  exaltation 
fills  our  hearts.  We  shall  miss  her  sadly — miss  the  gentle  patience,  the  loving 
heart,  always  a  benediction  at  the  gatherings  for  the  Lord's  work;  but  we  will 
one  day  join  her  in  the  kingdom  above  where  she  is  forever  with  the  Lord. 

"1.  Resolved,  That  the  cause  she  loved  and  to  which  she  gave  her  prayers 
and  efforts,  shall  continue  the  object  of  our  lives,  the  highest  motive  of  our 
loving  efforts,  until  the  establishment  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom  in  all  lands. 

"2.  That,  like  the  incense  of  sweet  spices,  her  memory  will  be  ever  fragrant, 
her  useful  life  ever  like  the  Rose  of  Sharon  in  beauty. 

"3.  That  the  above  be  spread  upon  the  records  of  the  Board,  and  a  copy 
sent  to  her  bereaved  family. 

"Mrs.  S.  C.  Trueheart,  secretary;  Mrs.  J.  D.  Hamilton,  recording  secretary; 
Mrs.  W.  G.  E.  Cunnyngham,  Mrs.  H.  N.  McTyeire,  Mrs.  I.  G.  John." 

North  Carolina  Conference's  Missionary  Candidates 
Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell  was  appointed  to  serve  as  chairman  of  the 
Missionary  Candidates  Committee.  How  her  heart  must  have  thrilled 
with  joy  and  thanksgiving  when,  after  years  of  praying  for  volunteers 
from  her  conference,  she  had  the  rare  privilege  of  presenting  two 
missionary  candidates  from  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  to  the  board  at  the  same  annual  meeting!  Miss 
Mary  T.  Pescud  of  Raleigh,  and  Miss  Elizabeth  Davis  of  Durham! 

Reared  in  a  religious  atmosphere  under  the  influence  of  a  deeply 
pious  mother,  Miss  Pescud,  early  in  life,  had  the  desire  to  be  a  foreign 
missionary.  It  is  recorded  that  she  offered  herself  for  foreign  service 
in  1880,  but  her  mother  was  ill  with  a  malady  from  which  she  felt 
she  could  not  recover,  and  deeply  concerned  for  her  daughter's  health 
she  exacted  a  promise  from  her  that  she  would  not  go  until  she  was 
twenty-five  years  old.  Her  mother  died  in  1880,  but  Miss  Pescud  felt 
bound  by  her  promise,  and  began  her  period  of  waiting  for  time  to 
release  her  from  it.  The  year  she  was  twenty-five  years  old  the  great 
white  plague  had  laid  its  hand  upon  her  too,  as  was  manifested  in 
unmistakable  manner,  and  for  many  years  longer  she  was  kept  at 
home,  waiting  to  be  physically  fit  to  enter  the  service  she  so  longed 
to  give.  Her  hope  had  been  to  go  to  China  as  a  medical  missionary, 
and  a  scholarship  was  offered  her  for  that  purpose  but  she  did  not 
think  it  would  be  keeping  the  promise  to  her  mother  to  make  any  con- 
tract looking  to  foreign  service  until  she  was  twenty-five.  "She  made 
her  vow  and  kept  it,  and  I  believe  that  her  enthusiasm,  keft  at  home, 
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wrought  more  for  the  growth  of  the  work  during  the  years  she  was 
hindered,  than  she  could  have  done  in  China!  So — 'God  works  in  a 
mysterious  way'."  For  during  those  years  she  was  a  powerful  influence 
in  advancing  the  cause  so  dear  to  her  heart,  in  her  church,  auxiliaries, 
and  conference.  Finally,  at  forty-one  years  of  age,  sixteen  years  after 
the  expiration  of  her  promise  to  her  mother,  all  hindrances  to  her 
going  having  disappeared,  she  offered  herself  again  to  the  board  through 
Mrs.  Swindell.  Her  papers  were  satisfactory  in  every  respect,  and  she 
was  appointed  to  Juiz  de  Fora,  Brazil.  A  cultured  gentlewoman,  well 
educated  in  the  schools  of  Baltimore  and  Peabody  College,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  from  which  she  received  her  degree,  she  had  had,  also,  her 
training  at  Scarritt,  where  she  had  gone  to  prepare  herself  to  be  a  Bible 
teacher,  so  she  was  ready  to  go  at  once  without  further  training. 

The  other  missionary  candidate,  Miss  Elizabeth  Davis,  a  young 
woman,  was  accepted  with  equal  satisfaction,  and  appointed  to  Scarritt 
for  two  years  of  training.  She,  too,  had  from  childhood,  when,  as  one 
of  her  Bright  Jewels  she  had  told  "Aunt  Mary"  she  "wanted  to  be 
a  missionary  when  she  grew  up,"  felt  the  call  to  offer  herself  for 
foreign  service. 

Some  Board  Decisions 
The  board  voted  to  open  work  in  Cuba,  and  $1,000.00  was  ap- 
propriated for  that  purpose.  The  decision  was  made  that  no  money 
should  be  appropriated  to  schools  in  which  the  Bible  was  not  taught. 
At  the  request  of  Mrs.  Swindell,  it  was  voted  to  allow  the  Bright 
Jewels  to  raise,  as  a  special  offering,  the  sum  of  $400.00  which  had 
been  asked  for  the  Mary  Black  Hospital  in  Soochow,  China.  Confer- 
ence secretaries  were  urged  to  have  elected  editors  of  columns  in  con- 
ference papers  to  edit  auxiliary  and  missionary  items  of  interest  from 
both  home  and  foreign  fields  in  the  interest  of  the  foreign  society. 
The  "Baby  Roll  Card"  was  adopted,  the  proceeds  to  go  into  the 
general  fund. 

Mrs.  M.  D.  Wightman  was  elected  president  of  the  board;  Miss 
M.  L.  Gibson  and  Mrs.  A.  W.  Wilson  1st  and  2nd  vice-presidents; 
Mrs.  S.  C.  Trueheart,  corresponding  secretary;  Mrs.  M.  L.  Hargrove, 
recording  secretary;  and  Mrs.  H.  N.  McTyeire,  treasurer. 

1898  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 

The  conference  corresponding  secretary  in  calling  attention  to  the 
regular  programs  of  the  year's  work,  explained  the  "Pledge,"  and 
announced  that  of  the  "Specials"  for  the  year,  $500.00  pledged  on 
the  Ellen  Morphis  Wood  Memorial  Fund,  had  been  paid  in  full,  and 
$251.80  had  been  raised  by  the  Bright  Jewels  on  their  special,  the 
Korean  work.  She  urged  the  auxiliaries  to  hold  public  meetings  that 
the  church  might  know  what  the  women  were  doing  in  missions,  to 
send  prompt,  correct,  and  full  quarterly  reports  to  the  proper  confer- 
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ence  officers,  to  enlarge  the  subscription  lists  of  the  "Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Advocate"  and  the  "Little  Worker,"  to  read  and  study  the 
missionary  books  recommended  or  published  by  the  board,  and  she 
always  expressed  sincerest  appreciation  of  the  district  secretaries  and 
their  work.  But  on  her  heart,  more  than  any  other  department  of  the 
work,  rested  the  young  people  of  the  church,  for  she  regarded  their 
enlistment  in  missionary  service  as  the  most  momentous  and  important 
part  of  the  work.  In  announcing  the  offering  of  themselves  for  foreign 
service  of  two  daughters  of  the  conference,  she  said,  "We  are  finding 
favor  in  God's  eyes,  which  is  evidenced  by  His  calling  these  lovely 
and  competent  women  from  our  ranks  to  such  important  posts  of 
duty.  May  our  prayers  hold  them  ever  before  the  throne  of  His 
mercy."  Miss  Davis  was  present,  and  the  conference  was  delighted 
to  welcome  her,  but  Miss  Pescud  was,  at  that  time,  April,  still  at 
Scarritt.  She  went  before  the  board  in  annual  session  in  June,  and 
sailed  from  New  York  for  Brazil  on  the  5th  of  July,  reaching  Rio 
de  Janeiro  on  the  27th  of  July. 

Miss  Pescud  resigned  from  the  office  of  conference  treasurer  when 
accepted  for  foreign  service.  It  is  interesting  to  know  that  while  she 
was  treasurer,  she  wrote  a  pageant  for  the  Bright  Jewels,  which,  pre- 
sented with  great  success,  supplemented  the  amount  necessary  to  assist 
our  first  missionary  candidate,  Miss  Lizzie  Martin,  in  defraying  her 
expenses  while  in  training  at  Scarritt.  Miss  Pescud  spent  nearly  twenty 
years  in  Brazil,  returning  on  furlough  twice  during  that  period.  It  was 
necessary,  on  account  of  her  health,  to  retire  from  active  service  as  a 
missionary,  but  she  entered  again,  with  zeal  and  earnest  consecration, 
the  ranks  of  the  home  workers,  serving  wherever  and  whenever  she 
could. 

"Miss  Mary  Tucker  Pescud" 
(An  A ffreciation ) 

"Born  in  a  Christian  home;  endowed  with  a  brilliant  mind;  nurtured  in  a 
spiritual  atmosphere;  imbued  with  high  ideals — Mary  Tucker  Pescud  early  in 
life  caught  The  Vision  Splendid  and  followed  its  light  through  the  rough  paths 
of  changing  circumstances;  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death;  past 
the  shadow  to  the  quiet  places  of  rest  and  restored  health;  on  into  the  busy  daily 
ministrations  of  home  and  in  the  ever  increasing  responsibilities  of  community 
and  church  work — never  failing  to  reflect  the  glory  of  The  Vision  as  she  raised 
to  higher  levels  those  lesser  souls  who  trod  on  lower  planes. 

"And  yet,  still  on  she  walked  with  eyes  and  heart  uplifted,  only  to  catch 
a  surer,  brighter  radiance  as  The  Vision  led  to  service  in  a  distant  land — where, 
there — once  more,  she  gave  her  all — a  greater  gift  by  now  and  richer!  A  gift 
of  'heart  and  soul  and  mind  and  strength'  grown  fuller  for  their  higher  use  by 
Him  whose  work  she  loved! 

"Then,  years  of  varied  duties  nobly  done — with  body  tired  and  needing 
rest  she  homeward  came — but  not  to  die! — to  linger  here  a  few  sabbatic  years 
and  tell  to  others  what  The  Vision  meant  to  her,  who  gave  her  life  to  follow 
where  it  led. 

"Calm  and  unafraid  she  followed  now,  till  one  fair  day  It  beckoned  yet 
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again  to  higher  heights  and  took  her,  smiling  still,  to  other  worlds  where  now 
she  serves  in  perfect  joy  her  Master  as  she  sees  Him  face  to  face." — Frances 
Burkhead,  Raleigh,  N.  C,  June  21,  192  7. 

Concerning  the  A dvocate  Column 

The  conference  of  1897  had  voted  to  ask  the  editors  of  the  North 
Carolina  Christian  Advocate  for  a  column  for  its  own  use  in  dissemi- 
nating missionary  information.  The  following  resolution  was  adopted 
in  1898  by  the  same  body: 

"Resolved:  That  we  present  our  thanks  to  Rev.  L.  W.  Crawford,  for  his 
invitation  for  our  society  to  use  a  part  of  the  column  in  the  North  Carolina 
Christian  Advocate,  now  controlled  by  the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference 
Society,  but  we  deem  it  best  not  to  accept,  inasmuch  as  we  believe  that  it  will 
better  promote  the  interest  of  our  work  to  have  a  full  column  for  our  own 
special  and  separate  use,  edited  by  a  member  of  our  own  body. 

"Resolved,  2nd,  That  we  will  with  pleasure  accept  the  use  of  a  column  in 
the  Advocate,  if  offered  on  the  above  mentioned  conditions,  and  will  be  under 
obligations  for  the  same. 

"Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell,  Mrs.  L.  M.  Hendren,  Miss  Fentress,  Mrs.  R.  A. 
Willis,  Mrs.  M.  J.  Simpson,  Mrs.  H.  S.  Cross." 

Officers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  L.  A.  Cuninggim;  vice-president,  Mrs.  R.  A. 
Willis j  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell;  recording  secretary,  Miss 
Blanche  Fentress;  treasurer,  Miss  Frances  Burkhead;  juvenile  work,  Mrs.  L.  M. 
Hendren. 

District  Secretaries:  Raleigh  District,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Whitaker  of  Raleigh; 
Durham,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Bassett  of  Durham;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  B.  C.  Gorham  of 
Fayetteville ;  Rockingham,  Miss  Emma  Page  of  Aberdeen;  Wilmington,  Mrs. 
W.  M.  Hankins  of  Wilmington;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Simpson  of  New  Bern; 
Washington,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Home  of  Rocky  Mount;  Warrenton,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black 
of  Littleton;  and  Elizabeth  City,  Mrs.  H.  S.  Cross  of  Sunbury. 

New  Auxiliary 

Star,  October,  1898.  Miss  Emma  Page,  secretary  of  the  Rockingham  Dis- 
trict, and  Mrs.  R.  N.  Page,  then  of  Biscoe,  organized  our  auxiliary  in  1  898, 
some  time  in  October.  The  organization  was  heartily  welcomed  by  at  least  3 
members.  Several  others  joined,  but  were  not  very  active.  Two  of  these  have 
been  active  members  in  some  auxiliary  ever  since  that  time,  and  have  always 
subscribed  to  the  Woman's  Missionary  paper.  This  was  the  banner  auxiliary  of 
the  Rockingham  District  in  1904  and  1905  because  some  of  the  members  did 
not  think  they  had  given  anything  if  they  stopped  with  the  tenth,  which  was 
God's  by  right.  Of  the  three  charter  members  now  living,  none  have  attained  to 
greater  position  in  our  organized  work  than  that  of  chairman  of  our  County 
Federation,  and  the  rearing  of  some  teachers  and  a  preacher's  wife — Mrs.  F.  K. 
Sturdwanl. 

1899.  Preparation  For  the  New  Century 
This  year  is  interesting  in  that  it  was  not  only  the  last  year  of  the 
third  Sabbath  of  years  in  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  but  the  last 
year  also  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Our  bishops  appointed  the  week 
beginning  Sunday,  June  25th,  including  Sunday,  July  2nd,  to  be 
observed  as  a  Week  of  Prayer,  with  Friday  to  be  kept  as  a  fast  day, 
in  a  pastoral  letter  which  was  published  in  all  our  church  papers.  They 
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reminded  us  that  the  nineteenth  century  was  far  spent,  the  twentieth 
at  hand,  and  that  the  time  summoned  us  to  serious  thought  while  a 
hundred  years  passed  before  us  in  review  and  we  were  confronted 
with  the  problem  of  what  preparation  we  should  make  to  meet  the 
responsibilities  and  opportunities  of  the  new  century.  The  nineteenth 
century  had  been  the  best  century  the  world  had  ever  known,  and 
that  generation  had  enjoyed  the  best  part  of  the  century.  Christendom, 
in  advance  of  the  world,  was  fast  carrying  the  spirit  and  means  of 
progress  into  heathendom,  Christian  nations  having  entered  all  lands 
with  their  commerce,  railways,  schools,  literature,  and  missions.  Nearly 
every  church  was  aggressive,  missionary,  confident  of  conquering  the 
world  for  Christ.  No  form  of  Christianity  had  prospered  more  than 
Methodism,  and  our  own  church  had  been  greatly  blessed,  so  that  it 
was  with  eager  desire  and  hope  we  anticipated  the  advent  of  the  new 
century. 

We  were  exhorted  by  them  to  cultivate  the  grace  of  giving,  our 
gifts  speaking  our  gratitude  and  our  thank  offerings  bearing  propor- 
tion to  benefits  received,  to  glorify  God  with  our  means.  "The  pressing 
need  of  the  day  ...  is  to  free  from  debt,  improve,  and  endow 
our  institutions  of  learning.  The  church  cannot  succeed  without  schools 
at  home  and  in  foreign  fields.  Education  should  be  the  hand  maid  of 
religion;  it  may  be  the  foe.  .  .  .  Let  us  see  that  Methodism 
shall  offer  to  both  sexes  schools  unsurpassed  in  mental  training  and 
wholesome  influence.  We  want  an  educated  ministry  and  an  educated 
laity.  .  .  .  Within  the  eighteen  months  remaining  to  this  cen- 
tury, a  million  and  a  half  dollars,  or  more,  should  be  placed  in  our 
treasury,  the  free  will  offering  of  a  devout  and  grateful  people. 
As  God  has  prospered  you,  so  give.  .  .  .  Let  all  give  with  one 
accord,  as  an  expression  of  gratitude  and  consecration,  as  children  of 
the  same  Father  and  heirs  of  the  same  kingdom." 

Twentieth  Century  Movement  Endorsed  by  the  Board 

To  all  the  words  of  welcome  addressed  to  the  board  in  Nashville 
in  May,  1899,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell  made  gracious  response.  In  her 
annual  message,  which  charmed  all  hearers,  the  president,  Mrs.  M.  D. 
Wightman,  spoke  of  the  educational  movement  of  the  church  as  the 
"Twentieth  Century  Offering."  The  Woman's  Board  fully  endorsed 
this  projected  movement,  and  pledged  to  do  all  that,  was  possible  to 
secure  an  amount  of  money  that  would  help  to  place  our  educational 
institutions  on  a  substantial  basis.  "If  possible,  property  will  be  pur- 
chased in  Cuba,  City  of  Mexico,  Juiz  de  Fora,  and  in  Soochow,  China. 
Easter  offerings  will  be  devoted  to  this  fund,  and  a  suitable  program 
will  be  prepared  for  this  occasion.  We  expect  to  raise  not  less  than 
$75,000.00." 

The  echoes  from  the  various  fields  were  all  joyous.  "Miss  Hay- 
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good  was  requested  to  purchase  land  in  Soochow  that  a  building  might 
be  erected  for  a  school  similar  to  McTyeire  School  in  Shanghai.  The 
thought  had  been  gaining  ground  that  the  speedy  evangelization  of 
China  depended  largely  on  molding  the  character  of  the  best  women 
of  the  country,  educating  their  daughters  and  bringing  them  with  their 
mothers  in  direct  association  with  the  missionaries;  thus  'giving  a  new 
significance  to  missions  as  instrumental  in  laying  the  foundations  of 
a  new  social  order,  touching,  as  they  do,  both  directly  and  indirectly, 
the  deepest  springs  of  the  world's  progress'." 

1899  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 

Since  the  annual  meeting  of  1898  the  conference  women  had 
grieved  for  themselves,  and  in  deep  sympathy  with  their  beloved  con- 
ference president,  Mrs.  L.  A.  Cuninggim,  in  the  death  of  her  husband, 
Dr.  J.  A.  Cuninggim.  Tributes  were  paid  to  his  memory,  during  the 
session,  tributes  of  tender  love  and  reverence,  and  just  admiration  for 
a  life  so  exalted,  by  Mrs.  Swindell  and  Revs.  J.  B.  Hurley  and  R.  B. 
John.  In  the  passing  of  Rev.  J.  A.  Cuninggim,  "dear  Uncle  Jesse"  as 
he  was  to  so  many  who  knew  him  and  loved  him,  the  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Society  lost  one  of  its  staunchest  friends  and  ablest  supporters. 
He  attended  the  annual  meetings,  from  the  very  beginning,  as  regu- 
larly as  did  Mrs.  Cuninggim,  herself,  and  was  always  ready  to  do 
whatever  was  needed  in  the  way  of  encouragement  and  help,  never  too 
busy  or  indifferent  for  a  word  of  advice  and  wise  counsel.  Wherever 
he  was  sent  by  the  bishop,  or  went  in  the  pursuit  of  his  own  work,  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  always  profited.  The  Lord  used  him,  and 
blessed  him  and  the  work  that  he  did.  His  memory  still  is  sweet  and 
precious  in  the  hearts  of  those  of  the  conference  women  whose  lives 
came  into  close  touch  with  his. 

Conference  items  for  the  year  are  few.  The  minutes  of  1899  and 
1900  are  not  available,  but  a  few  facts  have  been  gathered  from  other 
sources.  The  conference  corresponding  secretary  presented  a  most 
comprehensive  view  of  the  whole  field,  her  recommendations  being 
acted  upon  by  sections:  To  double  the  Bright  Jewel  bands  this  year; 
to  send  items  for  the  missionary  column  in  the  Advocate;  each  auxili- 
ary to  preserve  its  history;  the  establishment  of  a  scholarship  at  the 
training  school  to  be  called  the  "Jesse  A.  Cuninggim  Scholarship"; 
the  making  of  liberal  gifts  to  the  Twentieth  Century  Educational 
Fund.  She  told  them  of  the  opening  of  work  in  Cuba  and  the  Ecumen- 
ical Missionary  Conference  to  be  held  in  April  of  1900  in  New  York 
City.  The  conference  authorized  Mrs.  Swindell  to  pledge  $1,000.00 
to  the  board  from  the  Adults  and  $500.00  from  the  Bright  Jewels. 
The  Gifts  of  the  Third  Sabbath  of  Years 

In  this  third  Sabbatical  year  the  Woman's  Board  had  opened  work 
in  two  new  countries,  Korea  in  1897,  and  Cuba  in  1898,  with  the 
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General  Board,  besides  appropriations  made  for  new  work  in  some 
places  in  those  field  already  opened.  In  1898  there  were  in  the  foreign 
fields  50  missionaries,  132  native  helpers  and  teachers,  and  37  Bible 
women.  Contributions  from  the  auxiliary  women  in  the  conferences 
amounted  to  $528,818.46  in  money. 

In  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society  the  auxiliaries  had  con- 
tributed during  this  period  $22,775.02,  of  which  $388.06  came  from 
the  Young  People's  auxiliaries  which  had  been  organized  since  1894 
on  the  Durham,  Raleigh,  and  Warrenton  Districts,  and  $4,743.42 
from  the  Bright  Jewels,  approximately,  for  there  are  no  figures,  at  all, 
available  for  several  years  separate  from  the  adult  work.  The  minutes 
of  1899  and  1900,  not  being  accessible,  the  following  items  of  other 
years  are  presented.  In  1898  there  were  enrolled  106  adult  auxiliaries 
with  2,158  members,  and  61  Young  People's  and  Juvenile  auxiliaries 
with  1,921  members,  but  in  1901  the  Adult  auxiliaries  had  fallen 
back  to  100  with  2,000  members,  and  to  42  Young  People's  and  Juve- 
nile auxiliaries  with  1,544  members.  Three  young  women  had  volun- 
teered for  foreign  service,  two  of  whom  had  received  their  training 
and  had  been  assigned  to  work,  one  in  China  and  one  in  Brazil,  while 
the  third  was  in  training  and  almost  ready  for  her  appointment.  The 
Mary  Black  Memorial  Hospital,  the  first  of  its  kind,  had  been  built, 
furnished,  and  entirely  paid  for.  The  Frances  Bumpass  Lectureship 
at  Scarritt  had  been  completed  and  the  Ellen  Morphis  Wood  Memorial 
Fund  had  been  well  begun,  while  liberal  contributions  were  being 
made  to  other  specials  of  the  board.  At  the  recommendation  of  the 
conference  corresponding  secretary,  auxiliary  mission  study  had  begun, 
the  Young  People  were  beginning  to  form  separate  auxiliaries  from 
the  Bright  Jewels,  and  a  system  of  tithing  as  a  recognition  of  steward- 
ship had  been  introduced.  The  observance  of  the  Week  of  Prayer  as  a 
definite  part  of  the  yearly  program  had  been  inaugurated.  Our  con- 
ference had  been  honored  by  the  Woman's  Board,  in  the  recognition 
given  to  our  conference  corresponding  secretaries,  Mrs.  Black  and 
Mrs.  Swindell,  through  whom  it  was  kept  abreast  of  the  work,  and 
in  some  important  matters  was  moving  forward  more  rapidly  in  recomr 
mendations  made  by  Mrs.  Swindell  than  the  board  was  yet  quite  ready 
to  undertake. 

New  Auxiliaries 

Dunn,  Seftember,  1899.  Our  society  was  organized  in  September,  1899, 
under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  T.  L.  H.  Young-.  There  had  been  a  missionary  society 
here  for  several  years,  though  not  under  the  Woman's  Board.  One  of  its  presidents 
had  been  Mrs.  Lenora  McKoy,  a  woman  of  fine  Christian  character,  who  was 
also  the  leader  and  promoter  of  the  first  children's  society.  Among  the  charter 
members  were  Mesdames  D.  H.  Hood,  Lenora  McKoy,  A.  R.  Wilson,  Lula 
Butt  Parker,  T.  L.  H.  Young,  L.  J.  Best,  Misses  Kitty  Hermon  (Mrs.  Edwards), 
and  Rena  and  Nettie  Barnes.  The  first  officers  were:  President,  Mrs.  T.  L.  H. 
Young j   vice-president,  Mrs.  L.  J.  Best;   corresponding  secretary,  Miss  Kitty 


Seven  Times  Seven 


147 


Hermon  ;  recording  secretary,  Miss  Nettie  Barnes ;  treasurer,  Miss  Rena  Barnes ; 
children's  work,  Miss  Nora  McKoy.  Mrs.  L.  J.  Best  succeeded  Mrs.  Young-  as 
president,  giving  about  fifteen  years  of  loyal  service  in  that  office.  Miss  Vara 
Herring  was  our  third  president,  leaving  us  to  move  to  Raleigh,  and  since  going 
there,  she  has  been  secretary  of  the  Raleigh  District,  and  is  now  the  conference 
superintendent  of  Social  Service.  Mrs.  J.  R.  Butler,  another  member,  was  at  one 
time  secretary  of  the  Fayetteville  District.  A  Young  People's  Society  was  organ- 
ized in  1906  by  Miss  Elizabeth  Davis,  who  went  to  Brazil. as  a  missionary  from 
our  conference.  This  society  did  good  work  for  several  years,  but  finally  died, 
and  now  the  Epworth  League  takes  care  of  the  young  people. — Miss  Rena  Barnes. 

Wanchese,  October,  1899.  Mrs.  J.  J.  Barker,  our  pastor's  wife,  organized 
our  society  in  October,  1899,  with  these  charter  members:  Mrs.  Eugene  Daniels, 
who  was  elected  president ;  Mesdames  Holland  Pugh,  Nancy  Cahoon,  Dorcas 
Daniels,  Rena  Farnell,  Sabra  Daniels,  Eliza  Meekins,  Bettie  Barker,  and  Terrah 
Biggs.  Mrs.  Holland  Pugh  was  treasurer  and  her  indomitable  courage  and  heroic 
effort  served  greatly  to  inspire  this  struggling  society.  The  Bright  Jewels  were 
organized  about  1906  or  190  7,  with  the  following  members  as  nearly  as  can 
be  remembered:  Irma  Sykes,  Mattie  Daniels,  Izetta  Gaskill,  Cleo  Midgett,  Carlie 
Cahoon,  with  Izetta  Gaskill  as  first  president. — Mrs.  Evelyn  Davis. 

Writing  of  this  period,  Mrs.  F.  A.  Butler  said:  "These  twenty 
years  had  given  a  wonderful  test  of  the  'grace,  grit,  and  gumption' 
of  the  womanhood  of  the  church,  and  somewhat  of  a  test  also  of  its 
Christian  manhood  as  the  true  meaning  of  self-denial  and  Christian 
liberality  manifested  not  only  in  dollars  and  cents,  but  in  thought  and 
spirit.  The  society  in  itself  was  a  combination  of  causes  that  had  sent 
a  wonderful  influence  throughout  the  church,  awakening  conscience, 
developing  talent,  stimulating  thought  and  inquiry,  creating  new  de- 
sires and  stronger  aspirations,  all  of  which  found  expression  in  a  more 
healthful,  consecrated  piety,  provoking  one  another  to  good  works. 
Among  all  classes  of  people  the  steady  growth  of  the  'missionary 
idea'  had  been  remarkable,  while  the  eagerness  to  obtain  all  kinds  of 
missionary  reading  had  produced  almost  a  revolution  in  literature. 
This  was  not  all.  The  interest  manifested  by  young  people  and  chil- 
dren in  everything  that  pertained  to  missions,  was  conclusive  evidence 
that  the  thought  and  the  work  had  entered  into  the  heart  and  the 
abiding  life  of  the  people.  It  had  come  to  stay.  Like  the  Mohammadans 
of  old,  we  may  exclaim:  'It  is  the  will  of  God!  It  is  the  will  of  God! '  " 


CHAPTER  SIX 

The  Fourth  Sabbath  of  Years,  1900-1906 


"If  it  is  true  that  'Woman  is  the  climax  of  God's  creative  energy,'  then 
how  can  she  better  climb  to  her  divinely  appointed  height  than  by  going 
down  into  the  darkness  of  heathen  idolatry  and  cruelty,  among  pitiable 
women  who  have  no  hope,  no  Christ,  and  can  never  have,  until  the  love 
and  ministry  of  their  Christian  sisters  bring  them  the  light  of  gospel  truth, 
and  lift  them  out  of  degradation  and  sin?" — Mrs.  D.  H.  McGavock. 

The  consciousness  of  the  imminence  of  a  new  century  was  actively 
present  throughout  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  in  1900.  "We  are  conscious,"  Mrs.  Wightman  said, 
"that  our  meeting  is  no  ordinary  one,  and  that  it  should  not  pass  with- 
out being  made  to  us  an  inspiration  to  a  more  prayerful,  self -abandon- 
ing devotion  to  the  work  of  our  Lord.  The  circumstances  and  influ- 
ences now  around  and  upon  us  are  too  serious,  too  significant  for  us 
to  slight  or  misuse  them.  There  is  a  sentiment,  tender,  like  that  of 
farewell  words,  as  we  realize  that  we  are  meeting  in  the  last  year  of 
the  century.  All  that  we  knoWj  all  that  our  parents  knew  of  life  is 
bound  up  in  its  records,  and  it  is  the  passing  of  a  friend.  No  brighter 
page  is  there  enrolled  than  the  history  of  woman's  awakening  to  the 
blessed  work  of  her  Lord.  Surely  every  heart  here  throbs  with  loving 
gratitude,  with  holy  joy,  that  He  has  said  to  women,  'Go  tell  my 
brethren — everywhere — that  I  was  dead,  but  am  risen  and  am  alive 
forevermore.'  Joy!  Joy!  For  Jesus  has  borne  our  reproach  and  gives 
to  our  faith  a  spiritual  motherhood  whereby  we  shall  perpetually  bring 
a  Saviour  to  the  lost,  sinful  world." 

1900.  Some  Decisions  of  the  Board 

It  was  voted  that  each  conference  society  should  send  out  some 
one  to  stress  the  Twentieth  Century  Offering,  collect  it,  multiply  aux- 
iliaries, increase  membership,  and  quicken  the  zeal  of  the  church  on 
the  subject  of  foreign  missions;  that  money  collected  through  mite 
boxes,  life  membership  fees,  and  thank  offerings  during  the  Week  of 
Prayer,  which  had  been  heretofore  reported  separately,  should  all  be 
included  thereafter  with  the  pledge  money.  In  order  to  facilitate  the 
erection  of  the  school  building  in  Soochow,  which  the  board  had 
authorized  the  previous  year,  it  was  decided  to  name  it  the  "Laura 
Haygood  Home  and  School"  as  a  monument  to  our  beloved  mission- 
ary who  had  recently  died,  and  to  constitute  a  joint  stock  company  to 
sell  3,000  shares  at  $10.00  each.  It  was  decided  also  to  request  Dr. 
Anne  Walter  Fearn  to  assist  Dr.  Polk  in  our  hospital  work  in  Soo- 
chow. The  publication  of  an  auxiliary  corresponding  secretary's  book 
was  recommended,  to  be  sold  at  a  price  sufficient  to  cover  the  cost  of 
publication. 
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Miss  Elizabeth  Davis  Appointed  to  Brazil 
Miss  Elizabeth  Davis,  missionary  candidate  from  the  North  Caro- 
lina Conference,  was  presented  to  the  board,  and  having  finished  her 
training  at  Scarritt,  was  appointed  to  Brazil. 

"Elizabeth  Davis,  a  child  of  the  parsonage,  surrounded  by  the  pious  influ- 
ences of  godly  parents,  felt  called  to  the  mission  work  when  quite  a  small  child 
under  the  direct  influence  of  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black.  The  desire  to  carry  the  'news  of 
salvation  to  those  little  children  in  heathen  lands  who  had  never  heard  it,' 
followed  her  all  through  her  school  days,  and  she  heard  her  Heavenly  Father's 
voice  many  times  calling  her  to  this  work  until  the  final,  unmistakable  call 
came,  when  she  answered  it,  'Here  am  I,  send  me.'  Her  parents  were  very  happy 
over  her  decision,  and  that  fact,  with  their  deep  consecration,  made  separation 
from  them,  and  from  her  home,  easier  to  bear,  when  she  set  to  work  at  once 
to  get  the  preparation  she  needed  for  the  work.  The  conference  society  sent 
her  to  Scarritt  in  September,  1898,  and  she  was  graduated  in  May,  1900 ;  in 
the  following  September,  on  the  5th,  she  sailed  with  Miss  Layona  Glenn  for 
Brazil. 

"They  reached  Rio  de  Janeiro  on  the  2  8th  of  September,  and  began  work 
in  the  Rio  Day  School  of  which  Miss  Glenn  was  directress.  She  had  a  good 
knowledge  of  Latin  which  was  a  great  help  to  her  in  her  study  of  the  Portu- 
guese language,  learning  it  quickly  and  easily,  so  that  she  was  often  complimented 
on  her  fluency  in  speaking  it.  She  was  made  principal  of  the  school  in  Piracicaba 
in  1902  when  Miss  Lily  Stradley  came  home  for  much  needed  rest.  God  wonder- 
fully blessed  the  school  that  year,  and  some  departments  grew  as  they  had  never 
done  before.  She  won  friends  that  came  to  know  and  support  the  school.  Bishop 
Wilson  appointed  her  to  go  back  to  Rio  to  help  Miss  Glenn,  and  she  remained 
there  until  she  married  Rev.  W.  G.  Borchers,  a  missionary  of  the  General  Board, 
in  1909. 

"Her  pupils  held  her  in  high  esteem,  and  many  of  them  are  now  doing 
great  work  in  the  church,  and  as  wives  of  ministers  in  other  churches.  Some 
have  been  instrumental  in  God's  hands  of  bringing  their  fathers  and  mothers 
into  the  church,  others  are  officers  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  many 
others  have  made  beautiful  mothers  and  are  rearing  families  of  children  who 
will  in  the  future  be  blessings  to  church  and  country. 

"She  has  stood  loyally  with  and  by  her  husband  in  all  his  work,  loving  it 
as  much  as  she  ever  did.  She  counts  the  twenty-nine  years  she  has  been  in  Brazil 
as  the  happiest  of  her  life,  and  declares  that  if  she  had  more  lives  to  give  she 
would  give  them  every  one  to  mission  work." 

There  are  no  minutes  available  of  the  annual  meeting  in  1900 
of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  and 
the  conference  historian  has  been  unable  to  find  any  information  about 
the  year's  work  or  the  meeting  which  was  held  in  Wilmington. 

New  Auxiliary 

Troy,  1900.  Miss  Emma  Page  organized  an  auxiliary  in  Troy  in  1900  with 
7  members:  Mrs.  J.  E.  Parker,  president}  Mrs.  J.  C.  Bruton,  vice-president;  Miss 
Blanche  Capel,  secretary  and  treasurer;  Miss  Etta  Bruton,  Miss  Zula  Bruton, 
Mrs.  Sam  Brown  and  Mrs.  D.  S.  Pemberton.  Our  society  has  75  members  now, 
and  is  doing  good  work.  One  of  our  members,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Royall,  was  secretary 
of  the  Rockingham  District  several  years,  after  which  for  two  years  she  was 
business  manager  of  "Our  Missionary  News."  She  is  a  real  missionary.  She  has 
been  a  great  help  to  our  society.  The  Young  People  were  organized  in  1919  by 
Mrs.  Frank  Hurley  with  the  following  members:  Maie  and  Etta  Monroe,  Ger- 
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trude  Capel,  Bill  and  Sarah  Tomlinson,  Archie  Morris,  Oree  Thomas,  and 
Alice  Bell.  Mrs.  Hurley  still  has  charge  of  the  young  people,  putting  her  whole 
soul  in  the  work,  and  she  has  a  wonderful  influence  for  good  over  them.  Our 
children  were  organized  in  1908  by  Miss  Lula  Canoy,  but  it  did  not  become  a 
part  of  the  conference  until  1911  when  Mrs.  R.  T.  Pool  took  them  as  Bright 
Jewels,  with  these  as  members:  Elsie,  Hilda,  Clyde  and  Howard  Nance,  Nell 
Tomlinson,  Maxine  Hurley,  Carrie  Lee,  Zula,  Alice,  and  Coy  Belle,  Max,  Jap, 
and  Maie  Morris,  Oree  Thomas,  Maie  Monroe,  and  Gertrude  Capel.  This  society 
has  done  splendid  work  under  Mrs.  Pool's  leadership. — Mrs.  J.  W .  Dennis. 

1901.  The  Woman's  Board  "In  the  Land  of  the  Sky" 

For  the  second  time  the  Woman's  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  met 
in  the  Old  North  State,  this  time  in  Asheville,  in  the  month  of  June, 
when  our  mountain  scenery  is  most  beautiful. 

For  several  years  the  board  had  been  memorialized  to  enter  Japan, 
and  Dr.  W.  R.  Lambuth,  who  was  present  at  this  meeting  of  the 
Board,  urged  it,  outlining  a  plan  by  which  it  might  be  done  without 
any  great  expenditure  of  money  at  one  time.  His  mother,  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Lambuth,  was  willing  to  return  to  Japan,  he  said,  to  serve  this  Board, 
continuing  her  work  there,  where  her  husband  lay  at  rest  "under  the 
pines."  He  recommended  also,  that  this  Board  open  new  work  in  Korea, 
at  Wonsan,  a  most  important  port  on  the  eastern  coast,  leading  to  a 
large,  inviting  field,  then  unoccupied  and  having  remarkable  advantages 
over  other  regions  of  the  "little  kingdom."  Bishop  Wilson  added  his 
endorsement  of  this  recommendation  to  open  work  in  Wonsan,  advis- 
ing that  it  be  done. 

The  Committee  on  Extension  of  Work,  of  which  Mrs.  Swindell 
was  a  member,  recommended,  and  it  was  adopted,  that  the  Woman's 
Board  open  work  in  Wonsan,  Korea,  purchasing  a  house  and  grounds 
being  offered,  then,  upon  very  reasonable  terms,  with  the  Twentieth 
Century  Offering  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society,  as  far 
as  it  would  go  and  supplemented  if  necessary  by  the  Woman's  Board, 
the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society  to  have  the  privilege  of  nam- 
ing the  new  school  the  "Lucy  A.  Cuninggim"  in  honor  of  the  dearly 
loved  president  of  the  society;  also  the  privilege  of  transferring  the 
name  and  funds  if  desired  at  some  future  time  to  Songdo,  returning 
the  sum  advanced  by  the  Board  in  the  purchase  at  that  time. 

Mrs.  Wightman  told  the  interesting  story  of  the  first  woman — 
Lucy  Blackwell — who  went  to  China  as  a  medical  missionary.  She 
had  taught  a  school  in  Asheville,  just  on  the  spot  where  Central  Church 
then  stood,  studying  medicine  at  the  same  time.  Mrs.  Wightman  com- 
mented on  the  great  change  in  thought  and  opinion,  and  in  the  educa- 
tional facilities  for  women  since  that  time,  "when  Lucy  Blackwell  was 
jeered  and  derided  for  presuming  to  study  medicine,  and  for  going 
as  a  missionary  to  that  unknown  and  mysterious  land  so  long  closed 
against  the  outer  world,"  declaring  that  "great  honor  was  due  the 
women  who  helped  to  mould  the  eighteenth  century."  Mrs.  Wightman 
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presented  to  the  Board  a  gavel  made  of  wood  from  the  pulpit  of  old 
Friendship  Church  in  South  Carolina,  where  Dr.  Charles  Taylor 
preached  and  offered  himself  as  the  first  missionary  of  our  church  to 
China,  or  "anywhere — to  the  ends  of  the  earth — for  Christ's  sake," 
a  good  many  years  before  the  church  was  able  to  send  him  in  1848. 

In  consequence  of  a  memorial  presented  by  Mrs.  Trueheart,  the 
Board  voted  to  unite  with  the  Woman's  Board  of  Home  Missions  in 
petitioning  the  General  Conference,  which  would  meet  the  following 
year,  to  create  the  order  of  deaconess  in  the  Southern  Methodist 
Church.  A  special  committee  of  five,  including  Mrs.  Swindell,  was 
appointed  to  revise  the  constitution  of  the  Woman's  Board  to  be  sub- 
mitted for  action,  to  the  General  Conference. 

The  importance  of  mission  study  was  seriously  stressed  by  this 
board,  and  Mrs.  Trueheart  was  authorized  to  buy  100  copies  of  the 
Mission  Studies  prepared  by  the  United  Societies  which  met  in  New 
York.  An  adopted  report  of  the  Committee  on  Extension  of  Work 
recommended  "that  prayer  circles  and  mission  study  classes  be  formed 
in  every  society,  that  spiritual  power  might  go  hand  in  hand  with  infor- 
mation"; a  special  collection  was  authorized  to  be  taken  at  Easter  in 
all  the  auxiliaries  to  supplement,  if  possible,  the  Twentieth  Century 
Thank  Offering,  which  had  not  reached  the  amount  set  for  it.  In  the 
Council  minutes  of  1928,  the  amounts  paid  in  to  this  fund  are:  in  the 
year  1899-1900,  $2,426.39;  in  1900-1901,  $36,135.45,  making  a 
total  at  that  meeting  of  $38,561.84,  against  $100,000.00  which  had 
been  set  as  the  amount  to  be  collected  if  possible. 

As  a  result  of  a  resolution  offered  by  Mrs.  Swindell  asking  that 
Young  People's  Societies  be  given  some  specific  work  that  they  might 
become  more  interested  and  zealous,  it  was  decided  that  each  confer- 
ence society  might  direct  its  own  Young  People. 

1901  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 
"The  Lucy  A.  Cuninggim  Home  and  School" 

It  is  evident  from  the  report  of  the  conference  corresponding  sec- 
retary, that  this  work  was  decided  upon  by  the  conference  of  1900,  the 
minutes  of  which  are  not  available  now,  and  that  it  was  predominant 
in  interest  and  importance  to  the  women  of  the  conference  society. 
"Our  contribution  to  the  Twentieth  Century  Offering  has  reached 
the  handsome  proportions  of  $2,194.00,  and  the  North  Carolina  Con- 
ference Society  being  given  the  privilege  of  directing  this  fund,  we 
decided,  you  remember,  to  establish  with  it  the  'Lucy  A.  Cuninggim 
Home  and  School'  in  Songdo,  Korea.  Our  expectations  have  been  met, 
and  this  'Home  and  School'  will  soon  be  erected  to  stand  in  honor  of 
her  whose  magic  name  was  the  open  sesame  to  success  in  securing  this 
fund.  'Aunt  Lucy'  was  the  watchword,  the  battle-cry  of  both  Adults 
and  Juveniles,  and  'twas  caught  up  beyond  our  own  missionary  borders 
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by  her  many  friends  who  most  cheerfully  sent  donations  for  this 
offering.  The  dear  Bright  Jewels  are  well  represented  in  the  'Home 
and  School'  that  bears  the  name  of  her  whom  we  all  delight  to  honor. 
Though  the  Twentieth  Century  Offering  has  passed  into  history  after 
fulfilling  its  wonderful  mission,  the  'Lucy  A.  Cuninggim  Home  and 
School,'  which  was  the  outgrowth  of  this  offering,  will  ever  loom  up 
before  us,  not  only  as  a  thing  of  beauty,  but  as  our  own  special  charge, 
to  care  for  and  to  meet,  as  far  as  possible,  its  necessities.  Remember  it 
in  your  prayers." 

At  this  time,  and  for  a  number  of  years,  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  conference  society  was  held  earlier  in  the  year  than  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board.  It  was  at  the  recommendation,  as 
has  been  seen,  of  Dr.  Lambuth  and  Bishop  Wilson,  and  the  request 
of  Mrs.  Trueheart,  for  the  reasons  given,  that  the  "Lucy  A.  Cuning- 
gim Home  and  School"  was  placed  at  Wonsan  instead  of  Songdo,  as 
was  first  intended.  In  addition  to  the  usual  pledge,  the  conference  so- 
ciety pledged  $750.00  for  the  missionary  who  would  open  the  work 
in  Wonsan. 

The  Chinese  Banner  for  the  Bright  Jewels 
On  Bright  Jewel  Day,  at  conference,  the  president  showed  to  the 
children  a  number  of  pictures  of  our  missionaries,  and  church  and 
school  buildings,  in  the  foreign  fields,  among  them  being  one  of  the 
Mary  Black  Memorial  Hospital.  Mrs.  Hendren  announced  Faye-tte- 
ville  as  the  banner  band,  and  then  presented  through  its  delegate,  Miss 
Mary  Gorham,  the  lovely  silk  Chinese  banner  to  the  Bright  Jewel 
band  of  Hay  Street  Church,  saying  that  though  it  was  given  for  only 
one  year  at  a  time,  it  might  be  won  again  by  the  Fayetteville  Bright 
Jewels  that  year  if  they  should  try  to  win  it.  This  banner  of  lovely 
Chinese  silk,  on  which  the  Lord's  Prayer  had  been  beautifully  em- 
broidered by  a  little  Chinese  girl,  had  been  sent  as  a  gift  to  the  Bright 
Jewels,  in  June,  1900,  from  little  Madie  Elizabeth  Fearn,  the  baby 
daughter  of  Dr.  Anne  Walter  Fearn,  who  was  the  first  missionary 
in  charge  of  the  Mary  Black  Memorial  Hospital,  within  the  walls  of 
which  little  Madie  had  been  born.  Mrs.  Hendren  announced  also,  that 
the  sum  of  $100.00  which  had  been  pledged  to  make  Madie  Elizabeth 
an  honorary  life  member  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society, 
had  been  secured.  The  treasurer  was  instructed  to  pay  into  the  general 
treasury  that  amount,  and  the  corresponding  secretary  was  requested 
to  procure  this  membership  certificate  and  forward  it  to  little  Miss 
Fearn  in  Soochow,  China,  with  the  love  and  best  wishes  of  the  Bright 
Jewels. 

The  corresponding  secretary  announced  that  Miss  Blanche  Fentress 
had  been  made  an  honorary  life  patron,  and  that  Mrs.  Hendren  and 
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Mrs.  Willis  had  been  made  honorary  life  members  of  the  Woman's 
Foreign  Missionary  Society. 

Recommendations 

The  adopted  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Extension  of  Work 
recommended  the  use  of  birthday  boxes  for  Adult  and  Juvenile  Aux- 
iliaries; that  social  meetings  be  held  in  each  auxiliary  once  a  quarter, 
to  be  called  an  "ingathering,"  at  which  time  each  member  should  if 
possible  bring  in  a  new  member,  and  that  a  large  mite  box  occupy  a 
conspicuous  place  in  the  room,  into  which  every  member  would  be 
expected  to  drop  at  least  a  small  offering,  and  that  light  refreshments 
be  served;  that  each  district  secretary  who  succeeded  in  bringing  up 
her  auxiliaries  to  their  full  duty  in  the  matter  of  contributions  to  the 
Expense  Fund,  should  be  provided  with  means  to  defray  her  expenses 
in  organizing  new  auxiliaries  in  her  district  during  the  year,  also  in 
visiting  and  strengthening  all  her  auxiliaries  which  were  weak  and 
indifferent;  that  district  meetings  be  held  and  collections  be  taken  to 
meet  the  expenses  incurred,  the  fund  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
secretary  for  the  further  development  of  her  work;  that  a  member  be 
appointed  monthly  in  every  auxiliary  to  review  the  "Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Advocate"  and  make  report  of  the  most  important  items  at 
the  regular  meetings;  and  that  each  member  of  the  conference  society 
give,  to  the  extent  of  her  ability,  to  help  support  the  missionary  to  be 
sent  to  open  the  work  of  the  Lucy  Cuninggim  Home  and  School. 

Appreciation  was  expressed  of  Dr.  T.  N.  Ivey's  courtesy  in  ap- 
propriating a  column  in  the  Raleigh  Advocate  to  the  use  of  the  society, 
with  the  request  that  all  communications  pertaining  to  the  work  of  the 
society  be  sent  directly  to  him  to  appear  in  its  own  column. 

Officers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Cuninggim;  vice-president,  Mrs.  R.  A. 
Willis;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell;  recording  secretary,  Miss 
Blanche  Fentress;  treasurer,  Mrs.  B.  B.  Adams;  juvenile  work,  Mrs.  L.  M. 
Hendren. 

District  Secretaries:  Raleigh  District,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Whitaker;  Durham,  Mrs. 
W.  H.  McCabe;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  B.  C.  Gorham;  Rockingham,  Miss  Emma 
Page;  Wilmington,  Mrs.  R.  W.  Bailey;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Dey;  Washing- 
ton, Mrs.  J.  L.  Home;  Elizabeth  City,  Mrs.  T.  C.  Blanchard;  Warrenton,  Mrs. 
K.  P.  Black. 

1902.  General  Conference  Action 
The  years  in  which  General  Conference  meets  always  hold  much 
of  interest  to  loyal  Methodists  who  keep  in  touch  with  the  affairs  of 
the  church.  This  year  of  1902  the  interest  felt  was  deeper,  more 
intense  than  usual,  doubtless,  because  of  the  action  the  women  of  both 
the  Home  and  Foreign  Mission  Societies  were  asking  for,  in  their 
petitions  to  the  Conference  to  create  the  order  of  deaconess  in  the 
church.  This  movement  was  sponsored  especially  by  the  Woman's 
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Home  Mission  Board.  During  the  three  years  preceding  this  General 
Conference,  the  subject  had  been  kept  before  the  women,  as  it  was 
strongly  advocated  by  "Our  Homes,"  the  official  organ  of  the  Home 
Mission  Society. 

The  bishops  called  attention  to  the  two  Woman's  Missionary 
Societies,  commending  the  work  of  both.  "The  work  of  these  societies 
has  developed  a  power  in  the  church  long  latent;  and  it  is  impossible 
to  estimate  the  beneficial  results  from  the  ever  increasing  activities  of 
so  large  a  number  of  consecrated  Christian  women.  We  commend 
them  to  your  most  kindly  consideration,  trusting  that  you  will  in  your 
legislation  do  all  you  can  to  strengthen  and  increase  their  efficiency 
within  their  chosen  Scriptural  limitations.  .  .  .  There  will  be 
before  you  memorials  from  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  and 
Woman's  Home  Mission  Societies,  as  well  as  from  several  of  the 
annual  conferences,  asking  that  the  order  or  office  of  deaconess  be 
created  in  the  church.  It  is  not  surprising  that  there  are  a  goodly  num- 
ber of  devout  women  among  us  who  are  ready  at  the  call  of  the 
church,  to  separate  themselves  from  the  world  and  give  themselves 
wholly  to  such  work  as  the  authorities  may  indicate ;  and  being  trained 
they  may  be  able  to  do  their  work  most  efficiently,  free  from  any 
ordination  vow,  and  therefore  ready  to  retire  whenever  the  providential 
indications  so  direct.  This  we  regard  as  a  very  grave  matter,  and  it 
should  receive  your  most  careful  and  prayerful  consideration,  so  that 
whatever  action  you  may  take,  it  may  be  taken  in  the  fear  of  God, 
whose  interests  you  represent,  and  to  whom  you  are  responsible  for 
the  advancement  of  His  church  in  the  earth.  No  more  delicate  and 
difficult  problem  will  be  before  you  for  solution.  May  you  have  that 
wisdom  which  is  profitable  to  direct,  controlled  by  the  'spirit  of  love, 
and  of  power,  and  of  a  sound  mind'." 

The  Order  of  Deaconess  Created 

A  number  of  memorials  from  many  conference  societies  and  from 
both  Woman's  Boards  concerning  the  creation  of  the  order  of 
deaconess,  were  presented,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 
Two  reports  on  the  subject  were  sent  up  from  the  committee,  and 
Paul  Whitehead  of  the  Virginia  Conference  moved  that  the  minority 
report  be  substituted  for  the  report  of  the  majority.  The  minority 
report  said  that  the  committee  had  had  under  consideration  various 
memorials  and  resolutions  requesting  the  creation  of  the  office  of 
deaconess.  The  judgment  of  the  committee  was  tested  by  a  vote  on  the 
following  resolution:  "Resolved,  That  we  establish  the  office  of 
deaconesses  in  our  Church."  Twenty-six  members  were  present  and 
voted,  the  vote  resulting  in  a  tie.  The  members  who  voted  affirmatively, 
in  the  minority  when  the  chairman  voted  with  the  negatives,  then 
embodied  in  a  long  report,  certain  paragraphs  which  they  recommended 
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to  be  added  to  Chapter  Eleven  of  the  Discipline,  to  create  the  office 
of  deaconess  in  connection  with  the  Home  Mission  Society,  with  the 
responsibility  upon  the  Woman's  Home  Mission  Board  of  providing 
the  regulations  for  the  control  of  the  office  in  harmony  with  the  rec- 
ommendations therein  made. 

On  a  division  of  the  house,  in  voting,  the  minority  report  was 
adopted  by  130  votes  in  the  affirmative  to  38  in  the  negative,  and  the 
office  of  deaconess  was  thereby  created  in  our  Church  on  Saturday 
morning,  the  24th  of  May,  1902,  though  one  brother,  Mr.  Anson 
West  of  Alabama,  was  so  unalterably  opposed  to  it  that  he  entered, 
and  had  recorded  in  the  minutes,  a  strong  protest,  which  is  really 
rather  amusing  reading  in  1928,  in  the  light  of  what  the  deaconess 
has  meant  to  our  work,  and  accomplished  in  it,  these  twenty-six  years 
of  her  life. 

Changes  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Board 

The  Committee  on  Missions  recommended  concurrence  in  the 
memorial  from  the  Woman's  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  asking  for 
certain  changes  in  the  constitution  of  the  board,  and  their  recommenda- 
tions were  adopted. 

The  first  change  was  in  the  membership  of  the  Woman's  Board, 
and  the  amended  Article  Four  then  read:  "The  Woman's  Board  shall 
consist  of  a  president,  and  two  vice-presidents,  two  managers  who  shall 
reside  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  one  or  more  corresponding  secretaries,  a 
treasurer,  a  recording  secretary,  editor  of  the  'Woman's  Missionary 
Advocate,'  and  the  corresponding  secretaries  or  alternates  of  the  con- 
ference societies.  The  secretaries  of  the  Board  of  Missions  shall  be 
honorary  members  of  the  Woman's  Board." 

Article  Fifteen  was  amended  to  read:  "The  business  of  the  board 
in  the  interim  of  the  annual  meetings  shall  be  conducted  by  an  Execu- 
tive Committee  consisting  of  the  officers  of  the  board,  the  two  mana- 
gers, and  the  editor  of  the  'Woman's  Missionary  Advocate,'  five  of 
whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum.  If  necessary  to  make  a  quorum,  one 
of  the  secretaries  of  the  General  Board  may  act." 

Action  of  the  Womanys  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  in  1902  was  beauti- 
fully and  cordially  entertained  in  June,  in  Charleston,  S.  C,  the  home 
of  the  president,  Mrs.  M.  D.  Wightman. 

The  question  of  entering  Japan  was  again  brought  up,  when  Dr. 
Lambuth  was  requested  to  read  a  letter  from  a  Japanese  gentleman 
to  Mrs.  Wightman  making  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  board  for  mission- 
ary teachers,  especially  of  music.  This  provoked  an  interesting  discus- 
sion in  regard  to  the  education  of  women  not  only  in  Japan,  but  in 
Mexico,  where  it  was  important  at  that  time  to  have  normal  instruc- 
tion, that  the  natives  might  become  Christian  teachers  in  the  public 
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schools,  and  teach  their  own  country  women,  Miss  Roberts'  school  in 
Saltillo,  with  its  normal  class,  being  recommended  as  a  model  school. 

Two  memorials,  asking  for  the  union  of  the  Woman's  Foreign 
Missionary  Society  and  the  Woman's  Home  Mission  Society,  to  be 
sent  up  through  this  Board  to  the  next  General  Conference,  one  from 
the  Louisiana  Conference  Society  and  the  other  from  the  Florida  Con- 
ference Society,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Memorials.  The 
report  of  the  committee  recommending  non-concurrence,  was  adopted. 

A  Handbook  of  Instruction  and  Information 
It  was  ordered  that  a  member  of  the  Board  be  appointed  to  prepare 
a  "Handbook  of  Instruction  and  Information  for  the  Use  of  Auxili- 
aries," to  take  the  place  of  the  usual  number  of  "Constitutions,"  "By- 
Laws,"  "Duties  of  Officers  and  Members,"  and  "How  to  Organize," 
in  leaflet  form,  which  should  include  all  these  and  such  other  instruc- 
tions as  might  be  necessary  to  auxiliary  officers,  and  supplied  to  the 
conference  secretaries  in  such  number  as  they  might  need. 

The  realization  was  increasing  that  the  young  people's  work  should 
be  conducted  separately  from  the  children's  work,  and  was  evidenced 
again  from  North  Carolina,  though  this  time  from  the  Western  North 
Carolina  Conference.  Mrs.  L.  W.  Crawford,  corresponding  secretary 
of  that  conference,  not  so  long  since  a  valued  member  and  officer  of 
this  conference,  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Executive  Committee  be 
authorized  to  mature  plans  for  organizing  young  people  under  a  special 
name  and  for  a  special  work.  In  the  discussion  which  followed,  the 
Board  was  reminded  that  Korea  had  been  assigned  to  the  young  people 
for  their  special  work. 

1902  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 
It  was  gratifying  to  the  society  to  learn  from  the  conference  cor- 
responding secretary's  report  that  the  pledge  had  been  paid,  and  that 
sufficient  funds  for  opening  the  Lucy  Cuninggim  Home  and  School 
in  Wonsan,  Korea,  and  paying  most  of  the  salary  of  Miss  Arrena 
Carroll,  its  first  missionary  teacher,  had  been  secured.  "Her  full  salary 
would  have  been  met  had  all  offerings  for  the  school  been  directed  to 
that  purpose.  All  contributions  to  this  school  during  this  missionary 
year  will  be  needed,  and  used  for  the  salary  of  the  missionary  in  charge 
of  it." 

The  Lucy  Cuninggim  Home  and  School  Described 
Dr.  C.  F.  Reid,  missionary  to  Korea,  said  that  this  school  was  one 
of  the  very  nicest  and  most  desirable  mission  stations  in  Korea.  The 
building,  erected  by  Dr.  McGill  of  the  Methodist  Church,  was  of 
brick,  having  about  ten  rooms  and  a  dispensary.  Water  from  a  cool, 
beautiful  spring  ran  through  the  house,  which  was  in  the  midst  of 
an  eight-acre  lot  with  a  lovely  meadow  in  front,  and  it  owned  "the 
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finest  orchard  in  Korea."  According  to  Miss  Carroll,  the  house  was 
beautifully  located,  with  the  dispensary  (which  might  be  made  to 
serve  as  a  little  chapel),  the  servants'  quarters  and  outhouses.  Miss 
Knowles,  the  other  missionary  there,  wrote:  "I  am  delighted  with 
Wonsan  and  our  surroundings  in  general.  The  climate  is  healthy,  the 
scenery  beautiful,  and  we  have  one  of  the  best  mission  homes  in  Korea. 
Dr.  McGill,  who  has  lived  here  for  some  time,  has  added  to  the  place 
many  comforts  which  we  are  now  enjoying,  and  which  I  did  not 
expect  to  find  in  this  country.  I  am  sure  the  Board  could  not  have 
selected  a  better  place  in  all  Korea  for  boarding  school  work."  Dr. 
Reid  said  also  that  this  property,  for  which  $3,400.00  had  been  paid 
was  worth  $7,000.00  at  that  time. 

These  details  have  been  given,  because,  like  the  Mary  Black  Me- 
morial Hospital,  is  was  established  by  the  conference  society  in  honor 
of  one  of  its  best  loved  women,  at  that  time  its  president,  with  the 
idea  that  it  would  be  the  society's  "special  charge  from  year  to  year. 
For  the  love  of  the  dear  Christ  who  put  this  work  in  our  hands  will 
we  cherish  it,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  loved  one  whose  name  it  bears, 
we  will  never  neglect  it." 

The  Week  of  Prayer 

Though  Mrs.  Swindell  had  failed  in  her  purpose  to  have  the  Wo- 
man's Board  change  the  time  for  the  Week  of  Prayer  from  Thanks- 
giving Day  week,  she  had  been  able  to  secure  for  the  conferences  the 
privilege  of  appointing  their  own  times  for  this  season  of  prayer.  She 
recommended  the  first,  instead  of  the  last  week,  in  November,  as 
better  for  the  work.  "All  obstacles  to  its  observance  will  be  out  of  the 
way  at  this  time,  and  if  each  society  will  observe  it,  making  of  it  the 
consecration  time  we  should,  the  spiritual  help  will  prove  a  great  bene- 
diction to  our  souls,  and  we  should  have  fine  returns  from  this  Week 
of  Prayer." 

Superintendent  of  Young  People  Authorised 
At  the  meeting  of  the  board  in  1901  as  the  result  of  a  motion  made 
by  Mrs.  Swindell,  it  was  decided  that  some  special  work  be  given  to 
young  women's  auxiliaries,  each  conference  having  the  privilege  of 
directing  its  own  Young  People's  work.  Mrs.  Swindell  said:  "Since  we 
had  so  few,  and  have  not  met  since  that  time  in  annual  session,  no 
action  has  been  taken  by  our  conference  society  in  this  matter.  After 
mature  thought,  the  most  feasible  plan  presented  to  us  js  that  we  decide 
to  appoint  the  most  efficient  and  available  young  woman  we  have,  to 
be  superintendent  of  the  Young  Women's  Societies,  to  organize  and 
assist  them  in  their  work,  and  that  special  work  be  assigned  them.  We 
would  suggest  for  this  year  that  their  special  work  be  that  of  the  M.  D. 
Wightman  Lectureship  at  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School.  Nothing 
would  be  more  fitting  than  for  our  young  women  to  carry  out  the 
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Easter  program  and  secure  the  $250.00  expected  from  our  confer- 
ence." The  Committee  on  Extension  of  Work  concurred  in  this  sug- 
gestion, and  with  the  additional  suggestions  that  Miss  Emma  Page  be 
appointed  superintendent  of  Young  Woman's  Work,  and  that  these 
auxiliaries  make  regular  reports  to  the  conference  corresponding  sec- 
retary through  their  district  secretaries  just  as  the  other  auxiliaries  were 
doing,  sending  all  their  funds,  except  for  local  purposes,  to  the  con- 
ference treasurer,  it  was  recommended  to  the  conference  and  adopted 
by  it. 

The  First  Bright  Jewel  Band  in  Brazil 

In  addition  to  letters  from  Miss  Pescud  and  Miss  Davis,  doing 
faithful  work  in  Brazil,  and  Mrs.  Lizzie  Martin  Morris,  who  had 
served  five  years  in  China  and  was  then  at  home,  Mrs.  Swindell  read 
an  interesting  letter  from  Mrs.  W.  B.  Lee,  who,  with  her  missionary 
husband,  was  living  in  Juiz  de  Fora,  Brazil,  at  Granberry  College, 
Mrs.  Lee  wrote  about  the  work  of  the  Bright  Jewels  in  Brazil.  She 
had  organized  the  first  band  there,  in  Juiz  de  Fora,  on  the  20th  of 
June,  1900,  with  23  members.  Since  their  organization  the  bands  had 
increased  in  number  and  had  raised,  in  the  eighteen  months,  $176.50, 
she,  of  course,  being  their  superintendent.  On  motion  of  Mrs.  N.  H. 
D.  Wilson  a  loving  greeting  was  sent  to  these  Bright  Jewels  of  Brazil, 
with  sincere  thanks  to  Mrs.  Lee  for  her  most  excellent  report,  and  a 
prayer  for  Heaven's  continued  blessings  upon  them. 

Fayette ville  won  the  Chinese  banner  again  for  having  raised  most 
money  per  member.  The  basis  of  winning  it  was  changed,  on  the 
motion  of  Mrs.  R.  W.  Bailey,  to  the  largest  amount  raised  and  the 
largest  membership.  Little  Miss  Florence  Bandy  Adams  was  made  a 
life  member  of  the  Bright  Jewels,  $10.00  for  that  purpose  having 
been  contributed  by  different  bands. 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Hendren  and  Mrs.  B.  B.  Adams  were  made  honorary 
life  patrons,  and  Mrs.  M.  L.  Adams  an  honorary  life  member. 

Through  Mrs.  Cuninggim,  Miss  Gena  Bumpass,  of  Greensboro, 
presented  twelve  copies  of  the  "Life  and  Autobiography  of  Mrs.  F.  M. 
Bumpass,"  her  mother,  to  the  conference,  to  be  sold  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Lucy  Cuninggim  Home  and' School. 

Officers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 
Officers:  President,  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Cuninggim  of  Greensboro ;  vice-president, 
Mrs.  R.  A.  Willis*  of  Littleton ;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell  of 
Goldsboro;  recording  secretary,  Miss  Blanche  Fentress  of  Wilmington;  treasurer, 
Mrs.  B.  B.  Adams  of  Four  Oaks;  juvenile  work,  Mrs.  L.  M.  Hendren  of  New 
Bern;  Young  Woman's  work,  Miss  Emma  Page  of  Aberdeen. 

District  Secretaries:  Raleigh  District,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Whitaker  of  Raleigh; 
Durham,  Mrs.  W.  H.  McCabe  of  Durham;  Fayetteville^  Mrs.  B.  N.  Mann  of 
Siler  City;  Rockingham,  Miss  Emma  Page  ©f  Aberdeen;  Wilmington,  Mrs.  J. 
Gibbons  of  Fair  Bluff;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Dey  of  Beaufort;  Washington, 
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Mrs.  J.  L.  Horn  of  Rocky  Mount 5  Warrenton,  Mrs.  Kate  P.  Black  of  Littleton; 
Elizabeth  City,  Mrs.  T.  C.  Blanchard  of  Hertford. 

New  Auxiliary 

Anderson  Auxiliary,  April  13th,  1902.  The  Anderson  Auxiliary  of  Hertford 
was  organized  on  the  13th  of  April,  1902,  with  thirteen  charter  members: 
President,  Mrs.  R.  B.  Thatch;  and  Mesdames  J.  P.  Winslow,  W.  A.  Felton, 
E.  L.  Reed,  Julia  A.  Felton,  J.  A.  Elliott,  T.  W.  White,  T.  B.  Walters,  J.  O. 
Perry,  W.  H.  Hunter,  Jack  Winslow,  and  J.  E.  Perry.  A  children's  society  was 
organized  in  March,  1907,  by  Mrs.  E.  L.  Reed. 

1903.  The  Silver  Jubilee  Year 

On  Saturday  evening,  May  23rd,  1903,  just  twenty-five  years 
after  the  organization  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  its  "Silver 
Jubilee"  was  celebrated  by  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions  in  annual 
session  in  Memphis,  Tenn.  Appropriate  historical  addresses  were  made, 
after  which  the  condition  of  the  work  at  home  and  on  the  foreign 
field  was  summarized.  The  following  statistics  are  taken  from  the 
"History  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society"  by  Mrs.  F.  A. 
Butler.  At  that  time  there  were  66  missionaries  at  work  under  the 
Woman's  Board  of  Missions  in  China,  Brazil,  Mexico,  Korea,  and 
Cuba.  In  the  first  four  of  these  countries  there  were,  in  addition  to  the 
missionaries  at  work,  the  wives  of  18  missionaries  of  the  General 
Board,  30  native  teachers  and  helpers,  93  assistants,  and  73  Bible  wo- 
men; there  were  17  boarding  schools,  49  day  schools,  2  Bible  colleges, 
6  kindergartens,  and  2  hospitals.  In  a  constituency  of  34  conference 
societies,  there  was  a  membership  of  72,924  women  and  children.  The 
value  of  property  owned  by  the  Woman's  Board  was  $292,591.00 
exclusive  of  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School,  and  $1,612,665.52 
had  been  contributed  by  the  auxiliaries  during  the  twenty-five  years. 
"Golden  Links  Societies"  Authorised 

For  several  years  much  thought  and  discussion  had  been  given  to 
the  young  people  and  their  work  in  missions  in  the  local  societies.  A 
Special  Committee  on  Young  People's  Work  was  appointed  to  study 
the  subject  and  to  submit  to  the  Board  the  best  methods  the  committee 
could  devise  for  the  advancement  of  the  missionary  work  among  the 
Young  People  of  the  Church.  In  submitting  the  report  of  this  com- 
mittee, of  which  Mrs.  Swindell  was  a  member,  Mrs.  L.  W.  Crawford 
suggested  that,  as  this  Silver  Anniversary  of  the  board  should  be  signal- 
ized by  some  forward  movement,  each  conference  society  do  its  best 
to  enlist  every  young  woman  in  the  Church  in  the  Young  People's 
Missionary  Society.  A  suitable  name  suggested  for  this  society,  as  it 
stood  as  a  link  between  the  Adult  and  Juvenile  Societies,  was  the 
"Golden  Links,"  as  the  name  for  the  general  society  and  not  intended 
to  do  away  with  a  special  name  of  any  local  auxiliary.  The  young  men 
of  the  church  should  be  invited  to  join  it;  the  "Woman's  Missionary 
Advocate"  should  keep  it  prominently  before  the  peopje,  and  special 
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leaflets  should  be  prepared  for  the  cultivation  of  the  young  people. 
This  report  was  adopted  after  an  interesting  discussion  in  which  the 
importance  of  enlisting  young  people  for  work  in  foreign  missions  was 
deeply  impressed  upon  the  members  of  the  board'. 

A  Course  of  Study  Offered 

The  Board  offered  a  course  of  study  to  be  used  in  auxiliary  classes, 
covering  four  years  of  work,  at  the  completion  of  which,  certificates 
would  be  given.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  grade  the  papers  on  each 
book.  The  books  for  the  first  year  were:  "The  Story  of  Our  Work," 
by  Mrs.  F.  A.  Butler,  revised  and  arranged  as  a  text  book,  and  "Via 
Christi,"  by  Miss  Hodgkins;  for  the  second  year  were:  "The  Price  of 
Africa"  and  "Young  People's  History  of  the  Chinese,"  by  Dr.  W.  G. 
E.  Cunnyngham;  for  the  third  year  were:  "Missionary  Lives"  and 
"Lux  Christi,"  by  Mrs.  Mason;  for  fourth  year  were:  "Around  the 
World,"  by  Amos  R.  Wells,  and  "Comparative  Religions,"  by  Kel- 
logg. For  parallel  reading:  "Missionary  Cameos"  and  "Andele,"  by 
Mr.  Methvin;  "Izilda,"  "Marnito,"  and  "Tatong,"  by  Miss  A.  M. 
Barnes;  and  "A  Chinese  Scholar,"  by  Mrs.  Taylor;  also  the  game, 
"Mitto,"  prepared  by  Mrs.  Mathis  of  Memphis. 

1903  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 

In  outlining  the  program  of  work  for  the  year  the  conference 
corresponding  secretary  called  the  attention  of  the  conference  women, 
meeting  in  annual  session  in  Rockingham,  to  the  standing  conference 
specials,  Mary  Black  Memorial  Hospital,  Lucy  Cuninggim  Home  and 
School,  the  salary  of  Elizabeth  Davis,  and  recommended  that  upon 
her  return  to  Brazil  the  conference  assume  the  support  of  Miss  Mary 
Pescud,  announcing  that  Miss  Pescud  had  been  made  honorary  life 
patron.  Miss  Pescud,  at  home  on  her  first  furlough,  was  a  delightful 
and  honored  guest  of  this  annual  meeting.  "By  action  taken  by  the 
Woman's  Board  in  Memphis,  each  conference  secretary  was  requested 
to  employ  its  best  talent  available  to  enlist  the  young  people  of  the 
church  in  our  work  and  that  the  name  'Golden  Links'  be  given  to 
these  societies.  Of  course  we  endorsed  this,  since  we  anticipated  it  by 
our  action  last  year,  which  plan,  I  regret  to  say,  did  not  mature  because 
the  young  woman  selected  for  this  work  felt  compelled  to  decline  to 
serve.  We  hope  for  better  success  this  year.  Wonderful  possibilities  lie 
just  here — our  young  people  are  the  golden  links  between  the  Adults 
and  the  Bright  Jewels." 

She  urged  the  holding  of  district  meetings,  and  that  the  secretaries 
travel  over  their  districts,  whenever  possible,  organizing  societies;  also 
that  they  send  reports  of  their  work  to  the  district  conference,  request- 
ing the  presiding  elder  to  allow  them  time  and  to  announce  the  hour 
when  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  work  might  be  presented. 
"This,  you  know,  is  simply  the  law  in  the  case,  and  I  sincerely  hope 
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that  these  remarks  will  not  cause  any  woman  who  is  called  to  this 
office,  to  say,  CI  cannot  serve.'  We  feel  like  asking  for  special  prayer 
for  the  corresponding  secretaries  of  some  auxiliaries — that  they  may  be 
induced  to  send  their  quarterly  reports  to  the  district  secretaries  on 
time!"  In  strong  terms  she  urged  the  use  of  the  missionary  literature 
and  the  formation  of  mission  study  classes,  especially  among  the  young 
people,  recommending  the  course  of  study  offered  by  the  Board.  She 
called  attention  to  the  corresponding  secretary's  books  for  the  auxili- 
aries, requesting  that  they  be  used. 

These  items,  recommended  by  Mrs.  Swindell,  were  all  embodied 
in  the  different  committee  reports  and  adopted  by  the  conference,  with 
special  emphasis  upon  the  Young  People's  Work,  the  duties  and  privi- 
leges of  the  district  secretaries,  the  use  of  missionary  literature  and 
forming  of  mission  study  classes,  and  the  deepening  and  enlarging  of 
the  spiritual  life  by  more  prayer. 

Editor  of  Advocate  Column  Affointed 

The  feeling  was  strong  that  there  was  great  need  to  use  the  space 
in  the  Raleigh  Christian  Advocate  so  kindly  offered  by  Dr.  T.  N.  Ivey, 
and  finding  it  more  practicable  to  have  an  editor  for  it  who  lived  in 
Raleigh,  it  was  decided  to  recommend  a  Raleigh  woman  for  the 
editor.  Miss  Edith  Royster  was  recommended  and  appointed. 

The  Bright  Jewel  banner  was  won  by  the  Bright  Jewel  Band  of 
Main  Street  Church,  Durham.  In  presenting  it,  Mrs.  Swindell  ex- 
plained its  origin,  announcing  that  baby  Madie  Elizabeth  Fearn,  from 
whom  it  had  been  sent  to  the  Bright  Jewels,  had  been  called  back  to 
God.  This  beautiful  banner  is  still  being  used  in  the  conference  society 
as  a  reward  for  good  work  done  by  the  children  of  the  conference,  and 
probably  will  be  for  many  years,  as  its  historical  value  will  increase 
with  each  passing  year,  so  the  following  tribute  paid  to  this  little  baby 
girl,  so  far  away,  yet  so  closely  identified  with  this  conference,  will 
doubtless  be  welcome  and  interesting  information.  This  memoir,  among 
others,  was  read  at  the  memorial  service  in  1903  held  on  the  Saturday 
evening  of  conference  week: 

"Madie  Elizabeth  Fearn" 
"We  wish  at  this  time  to  give  expression  to  our  sense  of  loss  and  our  sorrow 
in  the  death  of  one  of  our  honorary  life  members,  Madie  Elizabeth  Fearn,  who 
went  home  to  God  from  Soochow,  China,  September  24-th,  1902.  While  only 
nominally  related  to  the  Bright  Jewels  of  North  Carolina,  she  was  in  a  sense 
theirs,  for  she  was  born  in  our  Mary  Black  rjospital  and  spent  the  first  five 
months  of  her  baby  life  in  the  Children's  Sun  Room.  Her  mother  had  much  to 
do  in  planning  the  hospital,  and  was  the  first  physician  in  charge  of  it,  Dr.  Anne 
Walter  (Fearn).  It  was  fitting  that  her  funeral  services  were  conducted  there, 
and  that  in  subdued  voices  of  sorrow  they  sang  in  Chinese,  'When  He  Cometh 
to  Make  Up  His  Jewels.'  It  was  a  source  of  much  pleasure  to  her  parents  to 
have  our  conference  Bright  Jewels  make  her  an  honorary  life  member. 

"The  information  that  comes  to  us  shows  that  she  was  a  remarkable  child, 
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thoughtful  beyond  her  age,  and  filled  with  the  spirit  of  kindness.  She  was  so 
sweet  and  gentle  and  affectionate  that  all  who  knew  her  loved  her  and  in  Soochow 
she  was  called  by  all,  'Our  Baby.'  By  the  Chinese  she  was  also  called  'Little  Snow 
White'  and  'Fragrant  Flower.'  It  was  her  habit  daily  to  gather  a  little  basket  of 
flowers  and  take  them  to  the  hospital  patients  who  enjoyed  the  bright  face  and 
soft  sweet  voice  of  the  child  even  more  than  they  did  the  flowers.  She  would 
also  go  out  daily  and  find  some  poor,  hungry  Chinese  children  and  feed  them 
at  a  table  her  parents  had  provided  for  her  use.  Before  she  was  taken  sick  she 
asked  her  mother  to  write  to  Santa  Claus  and  ask  him  to  provide  a  Christmas 
tree  in  their  dining  room  for  the  poor  children  about  them.  Before  Christmas  she 
had  gone  to  be  with  the  Saviour,  but  the  stricken  parents  in  memory  of  her 
wishes  prepared  the  Christmas  tree  and  called  in  about  one  hundred  neglected 
little  ones,  and  Dr.  Fearn,  before  admitting  them  to  the  dining  room,  told  them 
it  was  because  their  baby  loved  them  that  they  had  been  invited  there,  and  he 
wanted  them  to  know  of  the  Christ  she  loved  that  they  might  love  Him  too,  and 
some  day  meet  her  with  Him  in  Heaven.  The  parents  are  going  to  continue 
having  an  annual  Christmas  tree  as  a  loving  memorial  of  her. 

"Her  death  was  very  beautiful.  The  morning  she  died  she  was  seen  to  gaze 
upwards,  while  her  countenance  changed  from  a  look  of  suffering  to  an  expression 
of  joy,  and  she  laughed  in  her  gladness.  'What  is  it,  darling?'  asked  her  parents. 
Once  more,  sweet  laughter  burst  from  her  lips,  and  she  said,  'So  many,  many 
beautiful,  beautiful  things!  Such  a  beauty,  beauty  place,  my  beautiful  home!' 
In  a  short  while  the  angels  of  God  escorted  her  pure  and  lovely  spirit  to  that 
home  of  unfading  beauty,  and  the  loving  Christ  had  one  more  jewel  for  His 
diadem. 

"In  view  of  the  great  sorrow  of  the  bereaved  parents,  we,  the  Bright  Jewels 
of  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  desire  to  express  to  them  our  tenderest  sympa- 
thies in  the  death  of  their  Elizabeth  and  our  Elizabeth,  and  pray  God  to  com- 
fort them.  And  we  ask  that  a  copy  of  this  paper  be  published  in  our  minutes, 
and  the  corresponding  secretary  be  requested  to  send  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Fearn  a 
copy.  And  we  will  try,  ourselves,  to  learn  from  her  unselfish  and  helpful  young 
life,  a  lesson  of  unselfish  and  useful  living." 

Officers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Cuninggim,  Greensboro;  vice-president, 
Mrs.  R.  A.  Willis,  Littleton ;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell,  Golds- 
boro;  recording  secretary,  Miss  Blanche  Fentress,  Wilmington;  treasurer,  Mrs. 
B.  B.  Adams,  Four  Oaks;  juvenile  work,  Mrs.  L.  M.  Hendren,  New  Bern; 
organizer  of  Golden  Links,  Miss  Mary  T.  Pescud,  Raleigh. 

District  Secretaries:  Raleigh  District,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Whitaker  of  Raleigh; 
Durham,  Mrs.  W.  H.  McCabe  of  Durham;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  B.  N.  Mann  of 
Siler  City;  Rockingham,  Miss  Emma  Page  of  Aberdeen;  Wilmington,  Mrs. 
James  Gibbons  of  Wrightsville ;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Dey  of  Beaufort;  Wash- 
ington, Mrs.  J.  L.  Horn  of  Rocky  Mount;  Warrenton,  Mrs.  Kate  P.  Black  of 
Littleton;  Elizabeth  City,  Mrs.  T.  C.  Blanchard  of  Hertford. 

New  Auxiliary 

Burlington,  November,  1903.  In  November,  1903,  our  beloved  '-'Aunt  Lucy" 
Cuninggim  came  to  our  Church  and  organized  a  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary 
Society,  with  these  ten  charter  members:  Mesdames  G.  W.  Anthony,  John  G. 
Dailey,  D.  N.  Caviness,  E.  M.  Ward,  W.  E.  Hay,  Henry  Vaughan,  C.  D.  Storey, 
Birdie  Thompson,  James  Petterson,  and  Mrs.  Dr.  Freeman.  Though  the  early 
years  were  lean  and  hard,  our  society  grew  and  prospered,  and  we  have  steadily 
advanced  in  finances  and  membership,  until  today  we  claim  over  one  hundred 
members  and  our  yearly  contributions  have  increased  from  $48.21  to  over 
$2,000.00  for  the  past  few  years.  Miss  Lula  Kagey  has  gone  from  our  ranks  to 
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the  foreign  field.  Mrs.  E.  M.  Snipes,  our  conference  secretary,  was  once  a  most 
zealous  member  of  our  society.  Our  children  were  organized  in  192  3  by  Mrs. 
W.  B.  North,  and  then  Mrs.  W.  F.  Dailey  faithfully  kept  up  their  interest  until 
Mrs.  Lawrence  Fleming  took  them  a  year  ago.  A  Young  People's  Society  was 
organized  in  1926,  with  Mrs.  Carl  Huffman  as  leader,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Perry  succeed- 
ing her  a  year  ago. 

Our  past  presidents  have  been:  Mesdames  D.  N.  Caviness,  Byrdie  Thompson, 
George  W.  Anthony,  W.  E.  Hay,  W.  E.  Sharpe,  J.  W.  Lasley,  Miss  Mary  Freeman 
(for  several  years),  Mesdames  R.  O.  Browning,  A.  L.  Davis,  John  A.  Robertson, 
R.  A.  Sharpe,  Robert  A.  Leggette,  and  Mrs.  W.  E.  Sharpe  again. 

Our  contributions  have  been  as  regular  as  the  years  and  as  liberal  as  we 
could  make  them.  From  the  first,  the  idea  of  turning  in  upon  ourselves  the  light 
of  organized  study  of  live  mission  questions,  has  been  kept  prominently  in  the 
foreground.  We  have  studied  home  missions  and  conducted  systematic  reviews  of 
foreign  fields.  In  our  efforts  to  carry  the  work  to  those  who  could  not  be  with 
us,  we  have  visited  the  sick  and  shut-ins,  written  letters  to  the  bereaved,  sent 
flowers  and  trays  to  those  denied  God's  great  out  of  doors.  We  have  held  weeks 
of  prayer,  organized  study  classes,  visited  our  county  home,  and  engaged  in 
many  other  activities.  As  we  turn  the  pages  of  35  years,  and  set  down  the  out- 
standing features  of  our  auxiliary,  we  take  heart  from  our  achievements,  and 
trust  these  things  have  served  to  bring  us  closer  to  each  other,  have  enriched  and 
deepened  our  Christian  experience,  and  have  not  been  without  benefit  to  others. 
— Mrs.  J.  W.  Lasley. 

1904.  The  W Oman's  Board  in  Annual  Session 
"This  meeting  was  progressive  in  sentiment,  in  act,  and  in  motive 
power.  It  looked  forward  and  stepped  forward.  It  was  characterized 
by  quiet  intelligence,  sobriety,  and  a  vivid  spiritual  perception  of  the 
presence  and  power  of  God,  by  the  members,  and  their  obligations  to 
His  children  far  in  darkness  and  so  much  in  need  of  Him.  There 
seemed  to  be  a  reverent  undercurrent  of  love  to  God  which  could 
not  exist  without  kindly  affection  one  toward  another." 

On  account  of  her  serious  illness,  Mrs.  Swindell,  conference  cor- 
responding secretary,  could  not  attend  this  meeting  and  Mrs.  Lucy  A. 
Cuninggim  was  present  as  her  alternate,  and  placed  on  the  Committee 
of  Extension  of  Work.  At  the  annual- meeting  of  the  North  Carolina 
Conference  Society,  Mrs.  Cuninggim  had  been  unanimously  elected 
as  alternate  to  this  meeting  of  the  Board,  and  a  complimentary  trip 
presented  to  her,  the  purse  to  be  used  as  she  liked  if  she  could  not  attend. 

It  was  announced  that  the  pledges  for  the  Maria  D.  Wightman 
Lectureship  had  all  been  secured,  and  the  recommendation  to  endow 
another  lectureship  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Trueheart,  was  adopted.  A  com- 
mittee to  prepare  a  form  for  the  installation  of  auxiliary  officers,  was 
appointed.  Upon  the  recommendation  of  Mrs.  Trueheart,  it  was  de- 
cided to  elect  another  secretary  to  assist  in  the  work  of  the  general 
office,  to  visit  foreign  fields  and  develop  the  work  in  the  home  land. 
Upon  the  first  ballot,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Cobb  of  Macon,  Ga.,  was  almost 
unanimously  elected  to  this  office  which  had  been  provided  for  at  the 
request  of  the  board  by  the  General  Conference  of  1902. 
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1904  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 
In  her  message  to  the  conference,  which  by  special  request  was 
printed  in  full  in  the  minutes,  Mrs.  Cuninggim  said  in  part:  "In  re- 
viewing our  work  for  the  past  year  we  find  much  to  fill  our  hearts  with 
a  song  of  praise.  Let  us  give  the  glory  to  God,  for  when  we  think  of 
the  hosts  of  intelligent,  resourceful  women  that  are  yet  uninterested 
in  this  great  work,  surely  we  must  see  it  is  God's  grace  working  in  our 
hearts  that  has  given  us  even  the  desire  to  be  thus  co-laborers  with  Him. 
Should  not  the  fact  that  He  has  enabled  us,  as  a  society,  to  make  such 
a  fine  report,  our  pledge  paid  in  full,  when  a  short  while  past  the  pros- 
pect was  so  gloomy,  inspire  our  faith  to  enterprise  still  greater  things, 
and  especially  to  expect  still  greater  things  from  Him!  I  tell  you  of  a 
truth,  my  sisters,  'we  may  over-expect  men,  but  when  we  faithfully 
do  our  part,  we  can  not  over-expect  God.'  I  believe  in  prayer!  Prayer 
and  missions  are  as  inseparable  as  faith,  and  works;  in  faith,  Dr.  Mott 
has  said,  prayer  and  missions  are  faith  and  works.  Jesus  Christ  has 
taught  us  by  precept,  example,  and  command  that  the  deepest  need  in 
the  missionary  enterprise  is  prayer.  Could  I  be  assured  that  even  a  dozen 
women  carried  this  work  so  heavily  upon  their  hearts  that  daily  in  their 
closets  they  presented  it  with  earnest  supplication  to  Him  who  has  said, 
'Open  thy  mouth  wide  and  I  will  fill  it,'  I  should  expect  us  to  come  up 
to  our  next  annual  meeting  rejoicing  with  exceeding  joy  over  the 
wondrous  things  God  has  wrought  in  us  and  through  us  and  by  us. 
Some  writers  have  said  that  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society 
was  divinely  ordained,  and  when  we  see  how  necessary  woman  is  to 
the  conversion  of  heathen  women  we  can  not  doubt  it.  We,  as  co- 
workers with  God,  must  have  a  clear  understanding  of  what  He  would 
have  us  do  in  helping  Him  to  carry  out  His  great  plans  and  purposes, 
and  when  we  attain  this,  we  will  want  to  do  and  give  more.  Oh!  for  a 
fuller  baptism  of  the  Spirit  upon  us  workers,  that  we  may  be  able  to 
lay  ourselves — yea,  all  we  have' and  are — on  His  altar  to  be  used  for 
His  glory." 

The  Raleigh  District  reported  a  good  district  meeting;  Edenton 
Street  Auxiliary  a  study  class;  Four  Oaks  Auxiliary  had  every  woman 
member  of  the  church  on  its  membership  roll  and  all  their  children 
were  Bright  Jewels.  Centenary,  New  Bern,  raised  more  money  than 
any  other  auxiliary.  Rockingham  District  had  had  a  good  district  meet- 
ing, and  its  work  made  it  the  banner  district  of  the  year.  On  the  Fay- 
etteville  District  a  round  of  visits  through  the  district  by  Miss  Pescud 
took  the  place  of  the  district  meeting.  Wilmington  District  had  a  fine 
district  meeting  from  which  it  was  felt  much  good  had  come. 

In  the  children's  work  Washington  District  bore  off  the  banner  as 
a  district;  Rocky  Mount  Band  had  paid  the  largest  amount  of  money, 
and  Trinity  Band  had  made  the  greatest  increase  in  membership,  and 
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were  entitled,  respectively,  to  the  Chinese  and  Brazilian  Banners.  The 
Brazilian  Banner  was  presented  by  Miss  Pescud,  who  explained  the 
flag  and  its  motto,  and  promised  to  send  a  small  souvenir  flag  to  each 
band  that  won  the  large  banner.  Rev.  W.  B.  Lee,  missionary  to  Brazil, 
assisted  Mrs.  Hendren  in  her  Bright  Jewel  exercises,  and  Mrs.  Leon 
Richardson  read  a  fine  paper  on  Juvenile  Work  which  had  been  written 
by  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson. 

A  resolution  of  thanks  and  appreciation  was  offered,  and  adopted, 
for  the  faithful  and  able  service  of  Mrs.  B.  F.  Dixon  in  editing  the 
woman's  column  in  the  Advocate  during  the  year,  in  the  place  of  Miss 
Edith  Royster,  who,  for  some  reason,  had  been  unable  to  accept  the 
duty  to  which  she  was  appointed  the  previous  year.  The  resolution 
carried  the  recommendation  that  Mrs.  Dixon  be  appointed  editor  of 
that  space  during  the  coming  conference  year. 

In  presenting  her  report  as  organizer  of  "Golden  Links"  auxiliaries, 
Miss  Pescud  said  that  five  societies  had  been  organized  by  herself  and 
others,  and  "seed  sown  which  it  was  hoped  would  bring  large  results, 
as  there  were  wide  opportunities  and  much  fine  material." 

A nother  Missionary  C andidate 

It  takes  so  few  words  to  announce  a  momentous  fact  sometimes! 
"Miss  Lizzie  Lamb,  missionary  candidate,  recently  accepted  from  the 
Fayetteville  District,  was  presented  to  the  society."  Only  another 
young  life,  thoroughly  consecrated  and  devoted,  entirely  dedicated  to 
His  service  wherever  He  might  lead! 

The  Silver  Jubilee  Celebrated 

The  Silver  Jubilee  Celebration  was  held  Sunday  evening  of  con- 
ference week.  An  interesting  program  had  been  prepared.  A  large 
crowd  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  addresses  on  these  subjects:  "Organiza- 
tion and  Work  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  South,"  by  Mrs.  L.  A.  Cuninggim;  "Organization 
and  Work  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society,  Woman's  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions,"  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell;  "Our  Missionary  in  the 
Foreign  Feld,"  Mrs.  R.  A.  Willis;  "The  Treasurer  of  the  Conference 
Society,"  Mrs.  B.  B.  Adams;  "Our  Juvenile  Work,  the  Bright  Jewels," 
Mrs.  L.  M.  Hendren;  "The  Woman's  Missionary  Advocate,"  Miss 
Blanche  Fentress;  "The  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School,"  Miss 
Mary  Pescud.  During  the  exercises  a  collection,  amounting  to  more 
than  $40.00,  was  taken  to  apply  to  the  support  of  Miss  Lizzie  Lamb 
while  at  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School,  and  as  a  result  of  a  talk 
made  by  Rev.  W.  B.  Lee  about  Granberry  College  and  its  needs,  one 
of  the  delegates  gave  $50.00  through  the  Woman's  Board  to  furnish 
one  of  its  dormitories. 

In  her  annual  report,  the  conference  corresponding  secretary  called 
attention  to  the  different  actions  of  the  Board,  which,  as  recommends- 
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tions  from  the  different  committees,  were  adopted  by  the  conference 
as  its  program  of  work  for  the  coming  year.  She  stressed,  particularly, 
the  Conference  Specials — the  support  of  the  two  missionaries,  and  the 
necessary  amounts  for  the  Mary  Black  Hospital  and  the  Lucy  Cuning- 
gim  Home  and  School — the  organization  of  "Golden  Links"  Societies 
and  the  importance  of  prompt,  accurate  reporting. 

Officers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Cuninggim,  Greensboro ;  vice-president, 
Mrs.  R.  A.  Willis,  Laurinburg;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell, 
Goldsboro;  recording  secretary,  Miss  Blanche  Fentress,  Wilmington;  treasurer, 
Mrs.  B.  B.  Adams,  Four  Oaks;  juvenile  work,  Mrs.  L.  M.  Hendren,  New  Bern. 

District  Secretaries:  Raleigh  District,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Whitaker  of  Raleigh; 
Durham,  Mrs.  W.  H.  McCabe  of  Durham;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Simpson  of 
Fayetteville ;  Rockingham,  Miss  Emma  Page  of  Aberdeen;  Wilmington,  Mrs. 
James  Gibbons  of  Wrightsville ;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Dey  of  Beaufort;  Wash- 
ington, Mrs.  J.  L.  Horn  of  Rocky  Mount;  Warrenton,  Mrs.  Kate  P.  Black  of 
Littleton;  Elizabeth  City,  Mrs.  S.  S.  Hardison  of  Elizabeth  City. 

New  Auxiliaries 

Snow  Hill,  February ,  J 9 04.  A  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  was 
organized  by  Dr.  F.  D.  Swindell,  the  presiding  elder,  in  Snow  Hill  in  February 
of  1904,  with  these  members:  Mrs.  J.  A.  Edwards,  president;  Mrs.  M.  W. 
Warren,  corresponding  secretary;  Mrs.  J.  E.  Albritton,  recording  secretary;  Mrs. 
Josiah  C.  Exum,  treasurer;  Mesdames  Mattie  E.  Harper,  Annie  Dail,  and  Hay- 
wood Dail. 

Hookerton,  August,  1904.  Our  auxiliary  was  organized  by  Dr.  F.  D.  Swin- 
dell on  the  14th  of  August,  1904,  with  these  members:  Mrs.  Ida  Edwards  Syli- 
vant,  president;  Mesdames  Cornelia  Taylor,  James  Pate,  G.  C.  Edwards,  Helen 
R.  Palmer,  L.  M.  Potter,  E.  O.  Allen,  W.  O.  Dixon,  and  Misses  Margaret  Smith 
and  Emma  Palmer.  In  1912  the  Bright  Jewels  were  organized  by  Mrs.  E.  L. 
Stamey,  with  these  members:  Thelma  Dixon,  Helen  Palmer,  Sallie  and  Robert 
Hart,  Richard  Taylor,  Mary  Ida  Edwards,  Bessie  and  Lucy  Beaman,  Enoch  and 
Cartland  Stamey,  Jessie,  Macon,  and  Rachel  Hardy,  Harper  Grimsley,  and  Bertha 
Batts.  Some  time  ago  this  auxiliary  was  named  the  "Fred  Swindell  Society,"  in 
honor  of  its  organizer,  who  was  remembered  with  loving  appreciation. — Mrs. 
Florence  Holder  Edwards. 

Rowland,  1904.  An  auxiliary  was  organized  at  Centenary  Church,  Rowland, 
in  1904,  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Bradley,  with  these  members:  Mesdames  John  W.  Ward 
and  Harriet  Hammond,  and  Misses  Cora  Edens,  Dora  McCormick,  Attie  Mc- 
Arthur,  Flora  Stewart,  and  Johnsie  Hammond.  Our  first  children's  society  was 
organized  by  Mrs.  L.  D.  Edens.  The  Young  People's  Society  was  organized  more 
than  six  years  ago  by  Mrs.  J.  B.  Ward  and  has  done  splendid  work.  The  Adult 
Auxiliary  has  been  reorganized  several  times,  but  the  women  are  faithful  and 
are  trying  hard,  doing  good  work  in  all  departments  now. — Mrs.  Carl  C.  Edens. 

1905.  Woman's  Board  Action 
The  use  of  pledge  cards  in  the  auxiliaries  was  authorized  by  this 
meeting  of  the  board,  and  the  "Bulletin  of  Missionary  News"  estab- 
lished. Memorials  from  the  North  Alabama  and  the  Louisiana  Confer- 
ence Societies  and  from  the  Board  of  Home  Missions  made  appeal  for 
the  adjustment  of  Young  People's  and  Juvenile  Societies,  that  some 
plan  for  this  be  proposed.  The  board  decided  that  "a  division  of  the 
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young  people  and  children  of  our  church  would  be  unwise,  and  they 
should  bear  the  same  relation  to  the  organizations  of  our  church  that 
adults  now  bear."  The  Missouri  Conference  asked  for  a  general 
organizer,  in  the  board,  for  Golden  Links  and  Juvenile  Societies,  and 
the  associate  secretary,  Mrs.  Alice  Cobb,  was  authorized  to  undertake 
this  work  if  she  could  combine  it  with  her  other  duties.  It  was  decided 
that  she  should  remain  at  home  that  year,  visit  the  conferences,  and 
make  an  effort  to  build  up  the  work  in  the  home  churches  in  the 
increase  of  members  and  general  interest.  In  reply  to  memorials  ask- 
ing that  work  be  opened  in  Japan  the  board  voted  to  authorize  Dr. 
Lambuth  to  make  this  desire  known  to  the  General  Board,  that  such 
an  arrangement  might  be  made  as  soon  as  practicable. 

A  Petition  to  Reopen  the  Mary  Black  Hospital 

From  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society,  which  had  just  held 
its  annual  meeting,  there  was  presented  a  resolution,  petitioning  the 
Woman's  Board  "to  employ  Dr.  Anne  Walter  Fearn  to  take  charge 
of  the  Mary  Black  Hospital,  which  had  been  closed  for  about  a  year, 
until  a  regular  missionary  should  be  obtainable,  with  the  proviso  that 
Dr.  Fearn  would  accept  the  work  and  that  the  Bright  Jewels  of  the 
North  Carolina  Conference  would  meet  her  expenses."  When  the 
work  in  China  was  considered  the  board  resolved  to  "request  Dr.  Anne 
Fearn  to  assist  Dr.  Margaret  Polk  in  the  hospital  until  Dr.  Margaret 
Foster  could  complete  her  medical  course,  and  that  $500.00  be  ap- 
propriated as  some  compensation  for  her  services  in  this  emergency; 
that  the  Bright  Jewels  of  North  Carolina  be  permitted  to  meet  this 
appropriation  for  Dr.  Fearn,  as  they  were  interested  in  the  Mary 
Black  Hospital ;  that  both  hospitals  be  used,  Woman's  Hospital  and 
Mary  Black,  and  $300.00  be  paid  the  latter." 

The  following  report  on  Specials  was  brought  from  a  special  com- 
mittee on  Specials,  by  the  chairman,  Mrs.  Swindell,  and  after  some 
discussion,  was  adopted:  "As  the  action  of  this  board  at  Jacksonville, 
Fla.,  in  regard  to  Specials  has  not  been  satisfactory  in  results,  therefore 
we  ask  that  it  be  rescinded  and  the  following  adopted:  Bible  women 
and  scholarships  may  be  supported  by  individuals,  churches,  district  or 
conference  societies,  and  shall  be  reported  and  credited  on  the  books 
of  the  treasurer." 

For  Better  Correlation  of  Boards 
A  letter  from  Dr.  Ward,  secretary  of  the  General  Board,  was 
read,  asking  that  some  means  be  adopted  whereby  the  several  depart- 
ments of  this  Board  should  be  brought  into  closer  relations,  and  seeking 
the  best  method  for  correlating  the  work  of  the  two  boards.  This  paper 
was  filed  until  the  arrival  of  the  senior  secretary,  Dr.  W.  R.  Lambuth, 
and  later  in  the  session  Mrs.  Wightman,  Miss  Gibson,  and  Mrs.  True- 
heart  were,  on  motion,  appointed  a  committee  to  meet  with  Dr.  Lam- 
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buth  and  others  to  determine  upon  some  way  "to  correlate  the  work 
of  the  two  boards  and  that  of  the  Home  Mission  Society." 

The  Young  People  to  Have  Special  Superintendence 
In  adopting  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee  on  "Golden 
Links,"  the  "associate  secretary  was  requested  to  give  special  attention 
to  Golden  Links  Societies,  and  devise  ways  for  their  progress,  encourag- 
ing them  to  pursue  the  four  years  course  of  study  prepared  for  them. 
Each  conference  secretary  should  plan  some  definite  object  for  their 
work;  mite  boxes,  different  in  form  from  those  then  in  use  should  be 
prepared  for  the  exclusive  use  of  our  board;  and  the  Golden  Links 
should  be  reported  separately  in  secretary's  report."  Mrs.  Swindell  was 
appointed  one  of  a  committee  of  eight,  to  attend  a  Young  People's 
Conference  in  Asheville,  N.  C. 

1905  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 
The  year  had  been  a  good  one,  with  the  best  financial  report  of  all 
the  twenty-seven  years  past,  and  all  obligations  met.  The  Bright  Jewels 
had  more  than  paid  their  own  pledge,  and  had  contributed  well  to  both 
Conference  Expense  and  Missionary  Candidate  Funds.  The  Adults 
had  added  10  new  auxiliaries,  the  Golden  Links  6,  and  the  Bright 
Jewels  4  new  bands.  The  conference  was  supporting  its  own  two 
missionaries  on  the  field  and  providing  for  the  support  of  its  missionary 
candidate  at  Scarritt.  There  had  been  more  general  reading  of  mission- 
ary literature  with  the  result  that  a  deeper  interest  had  been  awakened 
in  the  hearts  of  thinking,  enquiring  women. 

The  work  on  the  districts  in  several  instances  had  improved  as  the 
result  of  good  district  meetings.  The  Raleigh  District,  having  raised 
the  largest  amount  of  money  was  the  banner  district,  and  for  the  same 
reason,  the  Centenary,  New  Bern,  auxiliary  was  the  banner  auxiliary. 
This  auxiliary  had,  also,  the  largest  membership.  In  the  Children's 
Work,  Raleigh  District  was  again  the  leader  in  finances,  but  the 
Chinese  Banner  was  won  by  the  Bright  Jewels  of  Rocky  Mount  for 
the  largest  amount  of  money  contributed,  while  the  Brazilian  Banner 
was  awarded  to  the  Elizabeth  City  Band  for  the  largest  increase  in 
membership.  In  the  absence  of  Mrs.  Hendren,  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson 
had  charge  of  the  Bright  Jewels  during  the  annual  meeting. 

In  her  address  to  the  conference,  the  president  recounted  the  many 
blessings  that  had  come  to  the  members  since  they  met  last,  expressing 
her  deep  gratitude  that  all  the  conference  officers  had  been  spared, 
though  some  had  gone  near  to  the  "valley  and  shadow  of  death."  She 
expressed  deep  regret  that  Mrs.  Hendren  could  not  be  present.  It  was 
with  pleasure  that  she  reported  the  fine  record  being  made  at  Scarritt 
by  Miss  Elizabeth  Lamb,  our  missionary  candidate.  She  made  an  earnest 
plea  that  the  names  .of  thirty  women  be  secured  who  would  each  give 
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$25.00  towards  the  amount  necessary  to  put  a  new  missionary  on  the 
field.  Several  responses  were  made  immediately. 

Bible  Study  Recommended 
The  following  recommendation  on  Bible  study,  for  the  first  time 
was  presented  in  a  committee  report,  by  the  Committee  on  Publica- 
tion: "We  recommend  the  value  and  the  continued  use  of  leaflets,  and 
the  various  books  suggested  for  the  reading  courses  in  both  adult  and 
juvenile  societies,  crowning  the  whole  with  a  systematic  study  of  the 
Book  of  Books." 

The  conference,  in  support  of  its  corresponding  secretary,  increased 
the  pledge  to  $3,000.00,  to  provide  maintenance  for  four  missionaries 
on  the  field,  Miss  Pescud  and  Miss  Davis  in  Brazil,  Dr.  Anne  Walter 
Fearn  in  China  at  Mary  Black  Hospital,  and  one  at  Lucy  Cuninggim 
Home  and  School  in  Korea,  and  to  gain  800  new  members  in  the 
auxiliaries. 

Officers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected  , 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Cuninggim,  Greensboro;  vice-president, 
Mrs.  R.  A.  Willis,  Laurinburg;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell, 
Wilson;  recording  secretary,  Miss  Blanche  Fentress,  Wilmington;  treasurer,  Miss 
Mary  E.  Page,  Aberdeen;  juvenile  work,  Mrs.  L.  M.  Hendren,  New  Bern. 

District  Secretaries :  Raleigh  District,  Mrs.  Thomas  Person  of  Louisburg; 
Durham,  Mrs.  W.  H.  McCabe  of  Durham;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  M.  Jessie  Simpson 
of  Fayetteville;  Rockingham,  Miss  Emma  Page  of  Aberdeen;  Wilmington,  Mrs. 
James  Gibbons  of  Wallace;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Dey  of  Beaufort;  Washington, 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Home  of  Rocky  Mount;  Warrenton,  Mrs.  Kate  P.  Black  of  Littleton; 
and  Elizabeth  City,  Mrs.  S.  S.  Hardison  of  Elizabeth  City. 

New  Auxiliaries 

Wallace ,  1905.  Our  auxiliary  was  organized  as  a  Golden  Links  Society,  in 
1905,  by  Mrs.  James  N.  Gibbons,  secretary  of  the  Wilmington  District,  living 
then  in  Wallace,  but  she  moved  to  Lexington,  Ky.,  and  was  made  president  of 
the  Wesley  House  Board  there,  helping  to  serve  the  first  meal  served  to  working 
girls  there.  She  was  very  active  in  that  work.  Mrs.  W.  F.  Murphy  was  the  first 
president  of  our  society  here,  and  was  secretary  of  the  Wilmington  District  four 
years,  after  the  union  of  the  Foreign  and  Home  Mission  Conference  Societies. 
Always  the  power  behind  the  throne  in  our  missionary  work  was  my  mother, 
Mrs.  J.  S.  Westbrook.  She  was  the  president  of  the  Faison  auxiliary  from  the 
time  of  its  organization  till  she  moved  to  Wallace  in  1901,  and  whatever  I  may 
have  been  able  to  do  in  this  great  work  has  been  due  to  the  influence  of  her 
wonderful  personality.  Our  auxiliary  now  numbers  about  2  5  members  and  does 
good  work. — Mrs.  W.  F.  Murphy. 

Minnie  Wilson,  Hertford,  1905.  Our  auxiliary  was  organized  one  hot  Sep- 
tember afternoon  in  190  5,  as  we  sat  on  the  church  steps.  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson 
was  with  us,  and  became  our  loved  leader  for  quite  a  while.  Miss  Annie  Blanch- 
ard,  now  Mrs.  R.  H.  Willis,  was  our  first  president.  She  made  a  fine  one,  for 
she  put  her  whole  heart  and  soul  into  the  work.  The  following  girls  were  present: 
Sallie  McMullan,  Onella  White,  Mary  McMullan  (Mrs.  Ben  Knowles),  Nellie 
Newby  (Mrs.  T.  J.  Nixon),  Almira  Sumner  (Mrs.  D.  M.  Fields),  Maggie 
Sanders  (Mrs.  Mark  Hathaway),  Fannie  Newby  (Mrs.  Simon  Rutenberg),  Leila 
Major  (Mrs.  Graham  White),  May  Riddick  (Mrs.  Albert  Cox),  Kate  and 
Alice  Blanchard,  Bessie  McMullan,  Virgie  Newbold  (Mrs.  Russell  Jarvis),  Miss 
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Lade  White  (Mrs.  Milton  White),  Mattie  Toms,  and  Mrs.  Tom  White,  the  only 
one  married  then.  We  were  called  "Golden  Links,"  but  several  years  later  we 
named  ourselves  for  our  beloved  Mrs.  Wilson.  We  have  had  only  six  presidents, 
Mrs.  Willis,  Mrs.  Elmer  Perry,  Miss  Lade  White,  Mrs.  Jake  White,  Mrs.  Rosser 
Brinn,  and  Mrs.  R.  L.  Knowles.  From  1 5  charter  members,  we  have  grown  in 
22  years  to  a  membership  of  56,  and  from  a  small  beginning  in  finances,  last  year 
we  raised  around  $900.00 — we  are  a  real  missionary  society — Mrs.  R.  L.  Knowles. 

1906.  General  Conference  Action 

The  General  Conference  of  1906  was  in  many  ways  a  momentous 
and  memorable  one  in  the  annals  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society. 
The  bishops  recommended  certain  reorganization,  correlation,  and 
co-operation  in  the  departments  and  Boards  of  the  church.  They  com- 
mended the  woman's  missionary  work  in  their  usual  terms  of  high 
valuation,  summarizing  the  results.  They  recommended  "the  union  of 
the  Woman's  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Societies,  the  president, 
vice  president,  and  the  board  of  managers  of  this  unified  body  to  be 
nominated  by  the  Committee  on  Missions  of  the  General  Conference 
as  in  the  case  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Missions.  The  secre- 
taries of  this  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  one  for  the  Home  and 
one  for  the  Foreign  Department  respectively,  to  be  elected  by  the 
Board  of  Missions." 

There  were  a  large  number  of  memorials,  both  for  and  against 
this  union  of  the  Woman's  Boards  of  Home  and  Foreign  Missions. 
The  Committee  on  Missions  to  which  they  were  referred,  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  bishops,  "after  long  and  prayerful  considera- 
tion," reported  that,  "while  such  union  was  eminently  to  be  desired,  in 
view  of  property  ownership  and  other  questions,  they  deemed  it  unwise 
to  recommend  union  at  that  time,  provided  that  either  the  president  or 
secretary  of  the  Woman's  Board  should  be  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Candidates  of  the  Board  of  Missions."  This  committee,  however, 
while  recommending  delay  in  the  union  of  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Societies,  considered  the  question  of  the  unification  of  all  the  missionary 
interests,  including  that  of  the  Church  Extension  Board,  to  be  a  matter 
of  such  importance,  especially  with  a  view  to  co-operative  effort,  that 
it  recommended  a  commission  of  thirteen  to  study  the  question  during 
the  next  four  years,  and  report  to  the  General  Conference  of  1910 
a  plan  of  co-operation  or  union.  This  commission,  appointed  by  the 
bishops,  was  composed  of  two  bishops,  the  secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Missions,  the  corresponding  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Church  Exten- 
sion, the  secretaries  and  presidents  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Mission- 
ary Society  and  the  Woman's  Home  Mission  Society,  two  laymen,  and 
three  traveling  preachers. 

A  Special  Committee  had  been  appointed  in  the  Woman's  Board 
-of  Foreign  Missions  to  revise  its  constitution  and  present  it  to  this 
General  Conference.  Mrs.  Trueheart,  one  of  its  members,  reported 
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that  "the  constitution,  containing  some  few  verbal  changes,  and  unani- 
mously agreed  to  by  our  own  Board  at  its  last  annual  session,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  General  Conference,  but  was  not  acted  upon,  so  we  con- 
tinue under  the  old  constitution  with  some  disciplinary  changes"  recom- 
mended by  the  committee  to  bring  the  Woman's  Board  into  closer  rela- 
tion with  the  Parent  Board.  The  first,  made  the  president  and  secretary 
of  the  Woman's  Board  ex  officio  members  of  the  Parent  Board  of 
Missions.  The  second  ordered  the  holding  of  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Woman's  Board  a  sufficient  time  in  advance  of  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Parent  Board  "to  enable  it  to  lay  before  the  latter  for  con- 
sideration all  recommendations  or  appropriations  for  the  conduct  of 
the  work  of  the  ensuing  year,"  with  a  summary  of  its  report  to  be 
published  as  a  part  of  the  annual  report  of  the  General  Board.  The 
third  provided  that  "in  the  purchase  of  mission  property  by  the  Wo- 
man's Foreign  Missionary  Society,  and  in  the  erection  of  buildings 
amounting  to  an  estimated  value  of  not  less  than  $5,000.00  in  gold, 
or  in  the  removal  of  school  or  hospital  plants  from  one  place  to  another, 
the  matter  should  first  be  submitted  to  the  advice  and  approval  of  the 
bishop  in  charge  and  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Missions."  The  fourth  provided  for  reports  of  the  work  of  the  Wo- 
man's Foreign  Missionary  Society,  from  its  annual  and  district  meetings, 
both  at  home  and  in  the  mission  fields,  to  be  made  to  the  annual  and 
district  conferences  within  whose  bounds  the  meetings  were  held,  and 
the  auxiliaries  to  report  to  the  Quarterly  Conferences  of  the  charge 
with  which  they  were  associated,  such  reports,  or  abstracts  from  them, 
to  be  incorporated  in  the  minutes  of  the  respective  conferences.  The 
fifth  change  made  "the  acceptance  and  nomination  for  appointment 
of  the  missionaries,  teachers,  physicians  and  Bible  readers  employed 
by  the  Woman's  Board,  to  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Committee 
on  Candidates  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  with  the  designation  of  their 
fields  of  labor,  and  recall,  by  the  direction  of  the  bishop  in  charge  of 
the  particular  field  in  which  the  missionary  in  question  was  at  work." 

Legislation  by  the  W Oman's  Board 
The  North  Carolina  Conference  Society  was  not  represented  at 
this  meeting,  in  1906,  of  the  Woman's  Board..  Mrs.  Swindell  was 
kept  at  home  by  an  unfortunate  accident  to  her  husband,  and  her  alter- 
nate, Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Cuninggim;  had  been  stricken  with  serious  illness 
just  as  she  closed  the  annual  meeting  of  this  conference  society,  about 
three  weeks  before  the  board  meeting.  Mrs.  Wightman,  the  president 
of  the  board,  too,  was  prevented  by  illness  from  attending,  and  Miss 
M.  L.  Gibson  presided  in  her  place.  In  an  informal  opening  address 
she  said: 

"This  is  a  crucial  time  in  the  true  sense  of  that  word,  and  we  have  come 
to  the  parting  of  the  ways.  The  next  four  years  will  decide  whether  we  remain 
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a  separate  organization.  Our  successes  are  our  embarrassments.  The  reports  from 
the  mission  fields  show  great  demands  on  our  resources ;  the  demand  for  new 
workers  to  equip  properly  the  various  stations  in  different  fields  is  urgent.  There 
are  many  demands  also  upon  the  women  in  our  home  land  who  have  a  mind  to 
work.  'This  one  thing  I  do'  should  be  the  thought  of  every  one.  We  need  to 
walk  carefully  and  prayerfully  j  kings  of  old  'walked  softly'  in  critical  moments, 
and  God  heard  their  pleadings,  and  the  crisis  was  changed  to  victory  and  blessing. 
So  may  our  women  as  leaders,  walk  softly  before  the  Lord,  that  we  also  may 
have  the  victory  in  all  things  giving  Christ  His  due — the  pre-eminence." 

Concerning  Young  People's  Work 

In  her  report  as  associate  secretary  especially  interested  in  Young 
People's  Work,  Mrs.  Cobb  recounted  her  activities  during  the  year, 
and  stressed  in  the  strongest  terms  her  concern  for  the  cultivation  of 
the  Young  People  of  the  Church.  The  time  had  come,  she  declared, 
when  the  Board  must  adopt  vigorous  and  progressive  methods  of  work. 
A  young  woman  was  needed  to  visit  our  colleges,  meet  the  student 
body,  talk  to  them  face  to  face,  get  closer  to  their  inner  lives,  help 
them  to  see  the  specific  definite  purpose  God  had  for  them,  and  teach 
them  that  this  great  missionary  work  is  the  enterprise  nearest  God's 
heart  and  that  He  had  need  for  them.  She  could  show  them  Scarritt 
Bible  and  Training  School  and  urge  them  to  continue  their  education 
in  that  direction.  She  could  organize  mission  study  classes  among  them, 
making  them  sources  of  intellectual  and  spiritual  growth.  She  urged 
the  conference  secretaries  to  seek  to  organize  mission  study  classes  as 
a  step  toward  supplying  the  lack  of  leaders.  She  recommended  also 
that,  as  a  progressive  move,  specific  work  be  assigned  to  the  vice-presi- 
dents— those  of  board,  conference  societies,  and  auxiliaries. 

A  special  committee  was  appointed  to  consider  her  report  and  all 
that  concerned  the  young  people.  This  committee  embodied  her  recom- 
mendations in  the  report  it  submitted  to  the  Board,  nominating  her  as 
superintendent  of  the  Young  People,  with  the  privilege  of  selecting 
some  young  woman  to  assist  her  as  she  might  have  need.  The  Board 
adopted  the  Committee  Report. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  conference  corresponding  secre- 
tary of  this  conference  initiated  the  Young  People's  Movement  in  the 
Board  in  1901,  and  that  it  had,  from  her  first  motion,  grown  and  de- 
veloped with  every'  year,  and  though  no  separate  constitution  was 
granted  them  for  another  quadrennium,  that  each  conference  society 
was  privileged  to  conduct  its  Young  People's  Work  with  much  liberty. 

Eight  missionary  candidates  were  consecrated  and  recommended 
for  appointment  to  the  different  fields,  among  them  being  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Lamb  of  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  who  was  appointed  to  Brazil. 
"Miss  Elizabeth  Lamb" 

"We  are  prone  to  take  our  blessings  as  a  matter  of  course.  God  is  so  good 
to  us,  surrounding  us  with  material  comforts  and  the  fellowship  of  many  won- 
derful friends. 
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"I  am  glad  the  sweet  privilege  has  been  given  me  to  express  my  love  and 
admiration  for  Miss  Lamb,  and  to  pay  a  tribute  to  her  work  in  Brazil.  She  was 
eminently  prepared,  attending  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School,  accepted  by 
the  board  and  assigned  to  Brazil.  Miss  Lamb  is  the  second  daughter  of  the  late 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Lamb  of  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  reared  by  godly  parents,  whose 
strict  but  loving  law  was  a  light  unto  the  pathway  of  this  large  family  of  boys 
and  girls.  Of  Mrs.  Lamb  it  was  said,  'She  was  the  priestess  at  whose  altar  the 
lips  of  her  children  learned  to  lisp  their  prayers,'  and  upon  them  has  fallen  the 
benediction  that  only  God-fearing,  God-loving,  God-serving  parents  can  leave 
their  children. 

"Miss  Lamb  was  fitted  for  the  responsible  position  which  she  accepted  from 
the  Board,  both  mentally  and  spiritually.  She  went  to  Brazil  in  1906,  served  one 
year  in  Petropolis,  one  year  in  Bello  Horizonte,  and  from  1908  to  1915  was 
principal  of  the  Girls'  School  in  Porto  Alegre.  Inadequate  buildings,  poor  equip- 
ment, insufficient  help,  are  a  few  of  the  handicaps  under  which  she  labored.  Of 
her  work,  Dr.  Ed  F.  Cooke  says:  'I  visited  Porto  Alegre  at  the  time  Miss  Lamb 
was  principal  of  the  Girls'  School  at  that  point  in  South  Brazil.  She  was  doing 
a  magnificent  piece  of  work  in  the  face  of  almost  insuperable  difficulties.  She 
was  a  fine  executive,  showed  great  patience  and  skill  in  handling  her  task  and  a 
courage  and  independence  of  spirit  that  quickened  greatly  my  admiration.  I 
consider  her  a  very  competent  missionary.'  In  1913,  after  eight  years  of  service, 
her  report  says,  'The  year  has  been  a  difficult  one  and  the  same  disappointment, 
no  building.  We  are  at  a  standstill.'  In  1914  the  report  from  Council  says,  'The 
school  at  Porto  Alegre  is  doing  as  well  as  it  can  in  its  present  crowded  quarters. 
I  think  Miss  Lamb  deserves  credit  for  keeping  things  going  in  such  a  house  as 
she  has.'  In  1915  she  resigned  and  came  home,  completely  broken  in  health.  I 
quote  from  a  letter  to  Miss  Lamb  from  Bishop  Lambuth,  May  27,  1915:  'I  am 
convinced  after  re-reading  your  letter  that  you  are  doing  the  wise  thing;  in 
view  of  your  health  and  the  situation,  to  tender  your  resignation.  It  is  a  sore 
disappointment,  of  course,  to  you  as  it  is  to  me.  But  you  have  done  a  work  that 
will  abide.  The  trains  of  influence  set  in  motion  and  the  character  built  and 
wrought  into  the  lives  of  those  in  your  school  and  in  the  community,  will  stand 
as  a  basis  upon  which  God's  Kingdom  can  be  projected  into  many  homes  and 
communities  in  that  section  of  the  republic.  I  am  not  saying  too  much.  You 
have  wrought  faithfully  and  have  sought  to  honor  God  in  all  your  work,  and 
He  will  not  permit  it  to  perish.  With  sincere  regards  and  earnest  pravers  for 
your  restored  health,  and  guidance  into  other  spheres  of  usefulness,  I  remain, 
sincerely  your  friend  and  brother,  W.  R.  Lambuth.' 

"It  was  my  pleasure,  in  192  3,  to  travel  with  Dr.  Parker  and  Miss  Sara 
Stout,  both  from  Brazil  and  on  the  way  to  Council  in  Mobile,  Ala.  Miss  Stout 
was  then  at  Porto  Alegre,  and  hearing  I  was  from  North  Carolina,  she  said, 
'A  Miss  Lamb  from  your  state  is  greatly  beloved  in  Porto  Alegre,  and  the  work 
she  did  there  and  the  seeds  of  the  gospel  she  planted  are  indeed  bringing  forth 
fruit,  and  the  foundations  she  laid  are  lasting,  and  the  love  of  her  pupils  for 
her  is  sincere  and  beautiful.'  Bishop  Lambuth's  predictions  have  indeed  come 
true.  We  women  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  thank  God  for  our  own 
Miss  Lamb.  We  feel  that  in  her  consecrated  life  and  in  her  prayers  we  have  a 
strong  tower  of  strength.  We  love  her,  we  appreciate  her,  we  value  her,  and 
we  are  glad  for  the  world  to  know  that  she  is  the  greatest  asset  of  the  North 
Carolina  Conference." — Mrs.  Emma  L.  Hunter. 

Vice-Presidents  Over  Districts 
Another  action  of  this  meeting  of  the  board  was  the  decision  that 
"the  three  vice-presidents  be  elected  from  different  sections,  represent- 
ing the  eastern,  western,  and  central  divisions  of  our  territory,  the  duty 
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of  each  being  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary Society  in  the  conferences  inclosed  in  her  division."  The  dis- 
tricting of  the  territory  of  the  Board  was  left  to  the  three  vice-presi- 
dents, so  as  to  decide  what  conferences  should  be  under  the  care  of 
each,  the  Executive  Committee  to  determine,  at  one  of  its  earliest 
meetings,  what  should  be  the  duties  of  these  offioers. 

1906  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 

The  work  of  this  last  year  in  the  fourth  Sabbath  of  years  in  the 
North  Carolina  Conference  Society  filled  the  hearts  of  those  respon- 
sible for  directing  it,  with  joy  and  gratitude.  "For  several  years,"  the 
president  said,  "our  conference  society  has  been  making  progress,  but 
the  decided  progress  made  the  past  year  greatly  rejoices  my  heart. 
Our  contributions  are  more  than  $2,000.00  ahead  of  any  previous 
year.  It  is  an  evidence  that  our  women  are  awakening  to  the  great 
importance  of  this  work  and  are  making  greater  sacrifices  for  it.  And 
I  trust  we  have  all  realized  more  of  the  blessedness  of  giving  for  Him 
who  gave  Himself  for  us.  The  'Circle  of  Thirty'  has  been  a  means 
of  grace.  We  are  confident  that  much  of  the  success  of  our  work  is 
due  to  having  these  living  representatives,  the  missionaries  we  support 
in  the  foreign  field,  binding  us  to  it  as  nothing  else  could.  Mary  Pescud 
and  Elizabeth  Davis  have  surely  tied  our  hearts  fast  to  Brazil,  and 
their  visits  to  the  auxiliaries  here  in  our  conference  have  blessed  and 
quickened  into  new  life  many  of  our  luke-warm  members,  as  well"  as 
added  new  ones  to  our  rolls." 

Mrs.  Cuninggim  stressed  the  importance  and  helpfulness  of  the 
district  meetings.  Many  women  were  touched  by  contact  with  the 
workers  in  that  way  who  could  never  get  to  an  annual  meeting,  whose 
hearts  were  responsive,  who  wished  to  know  more  about  the  work. 
"It  was  at  a  district  meeting  that  one  of  our  consecrated  young  women 
— Cornelia  Clegg  of  Chatham  County — ventured  to  offer  herself  for 
the  foreign  work.  She  is  now  leading  the  senior  class  in  G.  F.  College, 
honored  and  beloved  by  faculty  and  students.  She  desires  to  be  a  medical 
missionary.  It  was  a  great  good  fortune  to  her  to  be  able  to  attend  the 
Student  Volunteer  Convention  in  Nashville.  She  returned  overflowing 
with  fresh  zeal  and  enthusiasm." 

Scholarships  or  Missionaries? 
When  the  auxiliaries  were  reporting,  the  delegate  from  Littleton 
stated  that  her  auxiliary  had  taken  a  scholarship  in  the  Lucy  Cuning- 
gim School,  to  be  named  the  "Mary  Beckham"  Scholarship.  A  dis- 
cussion arose  as  to  the  advisability  of  taking  scholarships.  Mrs.  Swindell 
explained  that  it  was  thought  best  to  direct  the  conference  funds,  the 
auxiliary  offerings,  toward  the  support  of  a  missionary,  rather  than  to 
scholarships.  "Multiplying  of  scholarships  in  the  conference  is  to  be 
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discouraged. "  It  was  hoped  that  this  conference  would  support  six 
missionaries  instead  of  four,  and  each  district  was  asked  to  pledge  the 
support  of  a  missionary.  The  secretaries  of  the  Raleigh,  Durham,  and 
Warrenton  Districts' made  pledges  for  their  districts;  Wilmington  and 
Washington  Districts  together  pledged  for  one,  and  Rockingham  Dis- 
trict pledged  for  one.  Elizabeth  City,  Fayetteville,  and  New  Bern 
promised  to  make  an  earnest  effort  to  secure  the  necessary  amount. 
Warrenton  District  asked  for  Elizabeth  Davis  and  Raleigh  District 
for  Miss  Pescud.  Miss  Elizabeth  Lamb,  Mrs.  Cuninggim  had  an- 
nounced, had  been  appropriated  by  the  Fayetteville  District  Confer- 
ence. 

Misses  Layona  Glenn  and  Elizabeth  Davis,  at  home  on  furlough 
from  Brazil,  added  much  to  the  interest  of  the  whole  meeting,  especial- 
ly in  the  Bright  Jewels  program  conducted  as  usual  by  Mrs.  Hendren. 
"Aunt  Lizzie"  said  that  her  heart  was  filled  with  gratitude  that  she 
could  give  a  favorable  report  of  the  year's  work.  The  year  had  been  a 
good  one.  There  had  been  a  fine  financial  gain  over  the  previous  year. 
Durham  was  the  banner  district,  and  Main  Street,  Durham,  Bright 
Jewels  had  won  both  banners.  It  was  decided  that  from  that  time  the 
Chinese  Banner  should  be  given  to  the  band  which  raised  the  largest 
amount  per  member. 

"The  general  condition  of  our  conference  society  is  excellent," 
said  Mrs.  Swindell.  "Your  secretary  pledged  $3,000.00 — you  have 
raised  over  $4,000.00.  She  asked  you  for  $200.00  for  our  missionary 
candidate — you  have  given  over  $300.00.  All  specials  are  in  advance 
except  that  of  membership,  and  that  is  far  ahead  of  any  previous  year. 
Our  grand  total  of  $8,463.28  is  a  record  breaker!  Over  $2,000.00 
above  last  year,  which  up  to  then  had  been  our  best  year  of  the  twenty- 
six.  Miss  Elizabeth  Lamb  will  receive  her  diploma  in  a  few  days  from 
Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School.  The  principal  writes  that  she  is 
well-equipped,  a  woman  of  thorough  consecration  and  great  strength 
of  character.  She  has  been  recommended  for  work  in  Brazil,  the  field 
of  her  choice.  I  have  been  hoping  to  have  a  new  candidate  to  propose 
at  this  meeting,  but  for  some  cause  she  has  not  written  me." 

A  Change  in  the  Mary  Black  Hospital 

Dr.  Anne  Walter  Fearn  could  not  accept  the  position  offered  her 
in  the  Mary  Black  Hospital  the  previous  year,  so  it  was  decided  the 
$750.00  raised  by  the  Bright  Jewels  for  her  salary,  should  go  towards 
the  support  of  Dr.  Margaret  Polk,  the  physician  in  charge  of  the 
hospital.  By  the  special  request  of  Dr.  Polk  and  Mrs.  Trueheart  the 
original  Mary  Black  Hospital  had  been  given  in  exchange  for  the 
Woman's  Hospital,  with  the  understanding  that  the  name,  Mary 
Black  Memorial,  should  be  given  it,  and  that  half  the  hospital  be  used 
for  afflicted  children.  The  Executive  Committee  thought  best  to  accept 
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the  proposition  since  the  first  building  could  no  longer  be  used  as  a 
hospital.  "We  give  a  small  building  for  one  very  much  larger  and 
fully  equipped,  and  this  one  bears  the  same  relation  to  the  Bright 
Jewels  of  North  Carolina  that  the  first  building  did." 

Officers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Cuninggim,  Greensboro;  vice-president, 
Mrs.  R.  A.  Willis,  Laurinburg;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell, 
Wilson;  recording  secretary,  Miss  Blanche  Fentress,  Wilmington;  treasurer,  Mrs. 
B.  B.  Adams,  Four  Oaks;  juvenile  work,  Mrs.  L.  M.  Hendren,  New  Bern. 

District  Secretaries:  Raleigh  District,  Mrs.  Thomas  Person,  Louisburg;  Dur- 
ham, Mrs.  W.  H.  McCabe  of  Durham;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  M.  Jessie  Simpson  of 
Fayetteville ;  Rockingham,  Miss  Emma  Page  of  Aberdeen;  Wilmington,  Mrs. 
James  Gibbons  of  Wallace;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Dey  of  Beaufort;  Washing- 
ton, Mrs.  J.  L.  Home  of  Rocky  Mount;  Warrenton,  Mrs.  Kate  P.  Black  of 
Littleton;  Elizabeth  City,  Mrs.  S.  S.  Hardison  of  Elizabeth  City. 

"  'Aunt  Lucy'  Is  Dead!" 

Just  at  the  close  of  the  annual  meeting  in  Warrenton,  in  1906, 
Mrs.  Cuninggim  became  very  ill,  and  all  too  soon,  the  news  which 
carried  sorrow  and  distress  to  the  whole  body  of  our  missionary  women, 
indeed  to  our  whole  Church,  was  flashed  throughout  the  state,  "  'Aunt 
Lucy'  is  dead!"  Many  women  amongst  the  leaders  of  our  conference 
have  been  tenderly  loved  and  highly  honored,  but  none,  during  all 
the  years  have  more  completely  captured  the  heart  and  won  the  esteem 
of  all  who  knew  her,  than  did  this  one.  "Aunt  Mary,"  "Aunt  Lucy," 
"Aunt  Lizzie"!  What  a  great  triumvirate  of  devoted  noblewomen! 
What  a  precious  heritage  is  ours  in  them!  The  very  terms  by  which 
these  three  have  been  universally  known  in  our  conference,  bespeak 
the  tenderness  of  the  sentiment  in  which  they  have  been  enfolded  by 
this  conference  throughout  the  years.  As  individuals  we  carry  them  in 
love  in  our  hearts.  As.  a  conference,  also,  we  love  them,  and  have 
enshrined  them  in  the  most  exalted  niches  of  honor  in  our  conference's 
hall  of  fame.  We  thank  God  for  them,  for  the  examples  of  their 
beautiful  lives  of  Christian  consecration,  faithfulness,  and  courage, 
and  for  the  wonderful  influence  onward,  upward,  outward,  they  al- 
ways exerted.  "Aunt  Lizzie"  is  still  with  us,  participating  in  the  cele- 
bration of  our  Year  of  Jubilee,  and  we  pray  she  may  be  spared  for 
many  years  more,  if  it  be  His  will,  to  be  the  inspiration  she  still  is  in 
our  conference,  in  spite  of  the  infirmities  of  age. 

During  the  weeks  immediately  following  the  death  of  Mrs.  Cun- 
inggim, many  memorial  services  were  held  to  honor  her  memory, 
when  resolutions  of  love  and  appreciation  were  read  and  adopted,  and 
many  women  and  men  eulogized  her  in  highest  terms.  Special  meet- 
ings of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference 
Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  and  of  the  Woman's  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  were  called  to  take  suitable 
action  upon  her  death. 
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<(In  Memory  of  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Cuninggim" 

"  'God  calls  our  loved  ones,  but  we  lose  not  wholly  what  He  has  given. 
They  live  on  earth  in  thought  and  deed  as  truly  as  in  the  above.'  What  comfort 
our  souls  receive  from  this  thought  of  death !  Absent  in  the  body  yet  present  to 
our  spirit  is  our  departed  president,  and  more  powerful  to  sway  us  by  her  in- 
fluence, it  may  be,  because  of  the  withdrawal  of  her  visible  presence.  Sorrow  , 
fills  our  hearts  today  because  in  His  infinite  wisdom  God  has  seen  best  to  take 
from  us  our  conference  president,  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Cuninggim,  who  for  more  than 
twenty  years  has  been  the  loved  and  efficient  leader  of  our  hosts  against  the 
darkness  and  superstition  of  heathen  lands.  It  is  indeed  hard  to  realize  that  we 
shall  never  see  her  sweet  face  nor  hear  her  gentle  words  of  love,  counsel,  and 
encouragement  at  our  annual  meetings  where  sfie  presided  with  such  ease,  dignity, 
and  graciousness,  as  to  draw  all  hearts  to  her  and  to  inspire  them  with  zeal  and 
enthusiasm  for  'Woman's  Work  for  Women.'  But  while  our  hearts  are  bowed 
with  grief  at  our  great  loss,  yet  we  would  bend  in  unquestioning  submission  to 
God's  will,  believing  that  He  will  overrule  it  for  good,  even  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  work  so  dear  to  her  heart. 

"Mrs.  Cuninggim  was  born  in  Mocksville,  Davie  County,  in  1  83  8,  and 
her  maiden  name  was  Lucy  Armfield.  She  took  a  four  years'  course  in  Greensboro 
Female  College,  from  which  institution  she  was  graduated  with  distinction  in 
1  85  8.  After  a  few  years  spent  in  teaching  in  different  places,  she  was  called  to 
a  position  in  her  Alma  Mater,  which  position  she  filled  with  great  acceptability 
until  her  marriage  in  1861  to  Rev.  J.  A.  Cuninggim  of  the  North  Carolina 
Conference.  Both  as  a  student  and  as  a  teacher  she  made  a  lasting  impression 
for  good  upon  all  with  whom  she  came  in  contact.  She  was  characterized  by  a 
sweetness  and  amiability  of  disposition,  a  steady,  strong  devotion  to  duty  with 
deep  consecration  and  piety.  It  was  just  after  her  graduation  that  my  acquaintance 
with  her  began,  and  during  all  the  years  that  have  passed  since  then,  she  has  been 
numbered  among  my  best  and  closest  friends,  and  I  felt  that  in  her  love  and 
friendship  I  had  a  strong  and  abiding  place.  And  now  that  she  is  gone,  I  feel 
sorely  bereft,  but  look  forward  with  joyful  anticipation  to  a  reunion  in  our 
Father's  house  in  Heaven. 

"As  the  wife  of  a  Methodist  preacher,  she  was  indeed  a  model,  contributing 
all  her  lovely  attributes  of  nature  and  grace  to  being  a  helpmeet  to  her  husband 
in  his  high  and  holy  calling.  Wherever  she  went  she  made  strong  and  lasting 
friends,  young  and  old  cherishing  recollections  which  bound  them  to  her  by  the 
strong  ties  of  affection,  and  all  over  our  conference  she  was  lovingly  called 
'Aunt  Lucy.' 

"As  president  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  North 
Carolina  Conference,  her  natural  ability,  culture,  fine  judgment,  tactful  ways, 
and,  above  all,  her  whole  hearted  consecration  to  the  work  of  foreign  missions, 
won  the  love,  confidence,  and  admiration  of  all  her  associates.  And  her  influence 
will  long  be  felt  in  creating  enthusiasm  and  zeal  for  the  work  which  was  the 
master  passion  of  her  soul,  because  it  was  an  expression  of  her  love  and  loyalty 
to  her  Savior.  The  love  and  devotion  between  her  and  her  husband  was  indeed 
beautiful,  and  having  no  children  she  clung  to  him  as  her  greatest  earthly  com- 
fort. But  when  called  to  his  eternal  Home  about  eight  years  ago,  though  sadly 
bereft  and  heartsore,  she  did  not  sit  down  and  indulge  her  grief,  but  threw  her- 
self more  fully  than  ever  in  the  service  of  her  Master,  and  literally  went  about 
doing  good.  She  was  an  angel  of  mercy  to  the  sick  and  suffering,  and  to  many 
lowly  homes  she  carried  cheer  and  sunshine.  After  the  burning  of  Greensboro 
Female  College,  as  president  of  the  Alumnae  Association,  there  devolved  upon 
her  heavy  responsibility,  to  which  she  rose  with  the  same  quiet  determination, 
unflagging  zeal  and  untiring  effort,  which  had  characterized  her  through  life. 
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And  to  her  perseverance  in  the  face  of  numerous  and  repeated  difficulties,  and 
to  her  almost  magnetic  influence  brought  to  bear  upon  others,  is  greatly  due 
the  present  magnificent  structure  and  equipment  which  have  risen  from  the  ashes 
of  the  old  college.  It  has  been  proposed  to  erect  a  monument  on  the  campus  to 
her  memory,  but  whether  that  is  done  or  not,  she  will  still  live  in  the  hearts  and 
lives  of  future  generations  of  young  women  who  shall  be  fitted  for  usefulness 
within  the  beautiful  edifice  so  long  the  object  of  her  love  and  fostering  care. 
We  shall  see  her  face  no  more,  yet  the  influence  of  the  things  she  has  done  will 
go  on  forever.  Others  must  now  take  up  the  duties  that  were  hers.  Could  her 
voice  speak  to  us  from  her  Heavenly  Home  today,  the  message  would  doubtless 
be  to  press  onward,  upward  in  our  efforts  to  send  the  light  of  the  Gospel  to 
darkened  hearts  and  homes.  For  now  that  she  has  seen  her  Saviour  'face  to  face,' 
she  has  a  more  exalted  conception  of  that  wondrous  love  which  would  have  all 
mankind  share  the  glory  of  His  Father's  House  'not  made  with  hands  eternal  in 
the  Heaven.' 

"My  prayer  is  that  this  dispensation  of  God's  Providence  may  be  to  us  all 
the  occasion  of  a  new  anointing  for  service,  inspiring  a  deeper  love,  a  stronger 
faith,  and  a  more  fervent  zeal  for  the  work  set  before  us.  How  soon  may  the 
Master's  call  come  to  us.  May  we  not  go  to  His  presence  empty  handed,  but 
bearing  sheaves  gathered  from  the  harvest  fields  of  earth  and  like  our  dear  sister, 
receive  the  plaudit:  'Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant.  Enter  into  the  joy  of 
thy  Lord'." — L.  M.  Hendren.  (Read  before  the  conference  society  in  annual 
session,  in  May,  1907). 

Gifts  of  the  Fourth  Sabbatical  Year 

The  offerings  laid  upon  His  altar  during  the  fourth  Sabbath  of 
years  by  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society  were:  "The  Lucy  A. 
Cuninggim  Home  and  School,"  in  Wonsan,  Korea,  the  outgrowth'  of 
our  Twentieth  Century  Offering  which  amounted  to  $2,194.00;  the 
organization  of  our  young  people  into  separate  societies,  called  "Golden 
Links,"  which  was  the  realization  of  the  vision  our  conference  cor- 
responding secretary  had  of  the  importance  of  the  young  people  in  the 
cause  of  missions;  the  beginning  of  mission  and  Bible  study  classes  in 
auxiliaries  in  response  to  a  recommendation  made  in  1900  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Memorials  of  which  Mrs.  Swindell  was  chairman;  the  be- 
ginning of  reporting  annual  district  meetings;  the  editing  of  the 
column  given  to  us  in  the  Raleigh  Christian  Advocate,  in  1903,  by 
Mrs.  B.  F.  Dixon  of  Raleigh;  a  missionary  candidate,  Miss  Elizabeth 
Lamb  of  Fayetteville,  who  volunteered  for  foreign  service  in  1904, 
and  went  to  Brazil  in  1906;  the  gradual  establishment  of  the  observ- 
ance of  the  Week  of  Prayer;  the  organization  of  the  Baby  Roll  as 
"Buds  and  Blossoms";  the  support  of  the  following  scholarships: 
"Lula  Hester  Rhodes,"  in  Mary  Keener  Institute,  Mexico,  by  Little- 
ton Female  College  girls;  "Maggie  Blades"  in  Porto  Alegre,  Brazil, 
by  the  adult  auxiliary  of  Elizabeth  City;  "Eugene  Pugh  Daniels,"  in 
Juiz  de  Fora,  Brazil,  by  the  Wanchese  auxiliary;  "Emma  Page,"  in 
Brazil,  by  the  Rockingham  District;  "Frances  and  Mary  Hay,"  in 
Wonsan,  Korea,  by  the  adult  auxiliary  of  Centenary  Church,  New 
Bern;  "Mary  T.  Pescud,"  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  by  the  Young 
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Woman's  Society  of  Edenton  Street  Church,  Raleigh  (now  the  Mary 
Pescud  Society) ;  "Mamie  Barrett,"  in  Petropolis,  Brazil,  by  the 
Golden  Links  of  Franklinton.  At  the  close  of  this  Sabbatical  year, 
there  were  in  this  conference  society,  114  Adult  Auxiliaries  with 
2,424  members;  24  Golden  Links  Auxiliaries  with  804  members; 
63  Juvenile  Bands  with  2,448  members;  221  life  members;  15  hon- 
orary life  members;  6  honorary  life  patrons;  506  subscribers  to  "Wo- 
man's Missionary  Advocate,"  and  400  to  "Little  Worker."  Mission- 
aries supported:  Miss  Mary  T.  Pescud,  Miss  Elizabeth  Davis  and  Miss 
Elizabeth  Lamb  in  Brazil,  and  Miss  Mattie  Ivey  at  the  Lucy  Cuning- 
gim  Home  and  School  in  Wonsan,  Korea.  The  total  offering  in  money 
during  this  period  was  $38,950.32;  in  which  were  included,  approxi- 
mately, $1,864.30  from  the  Young  People's  Societies,  and  $6,291.65 
from  the  Juvenile  Societies. 

The  Woman's  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  was  at  that  time  em- 
ploying 72  missionaries,  213  assistants,  152  Bible  women  at  30  stations 
in  6  countries;  it  was  operating  28  boarding  schools,  37  day  schools 
and  kindergartens;  its  property,  including  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training 
School  was  valued  at  $383,000.00,  and  its  income,  during  these  seven 
years,  amounted  to  $1,041,195.16,  collected  from  its  constituency  in 
34  conferences,  in  which  there  were  2,419  Adult  Auxiliaries,  371 
"Golden  Links"  Societies,  1,937  Juvenile  Societies,  with  a  total  mem- 
bership of  84,527  in  266  districts. 

New  Auxiliary 

Raeford,  February,  1906.  Our  auxiliary  was  organized  in  February,  1906, 
by  our  pastor's  wife,  Mrs.  S.  E.  Mercer,  with  ten  charter  members:  Miss  Pattie 
McDowell,  president  j  Mrs.  J.  W.  Moore,  recording  secretary ;  Mrs.  T.  B.  Up- 
church,  corresponding  secretary  and  treasurer.  Miss  McDowell,  familiarly  known 
as  "Aunt  Pat,"  served  several  faithful  years  as  president,  taking  much  interest 
in  the  work  and  being  greatly  loved  by  each  member.  The  following  members, 
also  have  been  our  presidents:  Mrs.  J.  C.  Thomas,  Mrs.  D.  C.  Knibbs,  Mrs. 
J.  D.  Niven,  Mrs.  J.  L.  McLeod,  Mrs.  A.  R.  Morris,  Mrs.  T.  B.  Upchurch, 
Mrs.  A.  Quick,  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Thomas  at  this  time.  We  have  35  members,  with 
a  regular  attendance  of  1  6,  dues  are  paid  promptly,  and  last  year  we  raised  for 
all  purposes,  including  local  work,  $640.50.  Mrs.  Thomas  and  Mrs.  Upchurch 
are  the  only  ones  of  the  original  number  remaining  with  us. — Mrs.  T.  B.  Up- 
church. 

"The  'missionary  spirit',"  some  one  has  said,  "is  in  reality  a  majestic 
sentiment.  It  is  a  living,  working,  faith  in  prophecy.  It  is  an  earnest, 
practical  recognition  of  God's  promises.  It  is  not  only  enthusiasm  for 
humanity;  it  is  enthusiasm  for  God.  It  is,  in  the  experience  of  the  be- 
lieving Christian,  the  counterpart  of  inspired  prophecy.  It  is  the  re- 
sponse of  the  heart  to  the  divine  meaning  of  history,  the  higher  destiny 
of  humanity,  and  the  power  of  the  Almighty  to  vindicate  His  sover- 
eignty amidst  the  clouds  and  darkness  of  these  troubled  centuries.  It  is, 
perhaps,  the  highest  tribute  which  the  human  heart  can  pay  to  Christ 
as  the  Master  of  history  and  the  Ruler  of  human  destiny." 
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It  was  this  "missionary  spirit"  present  and  growing  in  the  hearts 
and  consciences  of  Southern  Methodist  women,  actuating  them  to  at- 
tempt the  seemingly  impossible,  that  had  resulted  in  those  offerings  of 
service,  possessions,  and  lives,  for  the  planting  of  the  Church  of  God 
in  all  lands,  that  all  the  world  might  come  into  a  saving  knowledge 
of  Him  who  "so  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son, 
that  whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting 
life." 


CHAPTER  SEVEN 


The  Fifth  Sabbath  of  Years,  1907-1913 

"This  winning-  of  hearts  and  homes  is  what  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society  is  endeavoring  to  do;  for  this  the  Board  plans,  prays,  and  seeks  to  / 
bring  into  action  the  reserved  force  of  woman's  unused  energy." 

— Mrs.  D.  H.  McGavock. 

By  the  beginning  of  the  fifth  Sabbatical  year  in  the  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  the  aim  of 
the  society  to  win  the  hearts  and  homes  of  those  to  whom  it  was  bearing 
the  good  news  of  salvation,  had  been  reached  wherever  it  had  gone. 
Suffering  bodies  were  being  eased;  darkened  minds  were  receiving 
light;  burdened  hearts  were  being  lifted  under  the  comfort  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  love  of  Jesus;  and  hearts  and  homes  were  opening 
continuously  to  the  women  who  would  enter  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
as  ministers  of  the  Redeemer  of  the  world. 

1907.  Woman's  Board  Promoting  Young  People's  Work 

Authorized  by  the  Woman's  Board,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Cobb  had  appointed 
Miss  Daisy  Davies  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  to  act  as  Young  People's  secretary. 
In  the  seven  months  during  which  she  had  worked  in  this  capacity,  she 
had  "visited  nine  states,  travelled  over  10,000  miles,  visited  seventy- 
one  places  and  made  over  two  hundred  public  talks.  Especial  work 
had  been  done  in  schools  and  colleges,  and  fifty  young  girls  had  volun- 
teered for  service."  Her  work  was  heartily  commended.  She  had  won 
her  way  into  the  hearts  of  the  young  people,  and  it  was  recommended 
that  she  be  more  fully  equipped  for  her  service. 

Miss  Davies  recommended  the  elimination  of  the  name,  "Golden 
Links."  There  had  been  dissatisfaction  on  account  of  it,  and  the  work 
was  being  hindered.  "In  trying  to  reach  the  young  people,"  she  said, 
"provide  some  social  helps  for  them.  Stop  saying  'Don't,'  and  begin 
to  say  'Do.'  Open  your  homes  to  Young  People's  Societies  and  make 
their  social  meetings  bright  and  interesting.  Make  use  of  all  innocent 
games  and  sports,  basketball,  tennis,  athletics,  etc.  Provide  more  litera- 
ture for  them — mission  study  courses,  missionary  biographies,  leaflets, 
etc.  Through  your  instrumentality  let  the  young  people  of  our  col- 
leges be  acquainted  with  our  work.  Interest  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  Epworth 
Leagues,  and  Sunday  schools  in  our  work  by  imparting  to  them  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  conditions  in  our  mission  fields.  Show  the  young 
people  that  you  love  them."  These  suggestions  were  embodied  as  recom- 
mendations in  the  report  made  by  a  Special  Committee  on  Young 
People's  Work  with  whom  Miss  Davies  was  invited  to  meet  as  con- 
sulting member,  and  adopted  by  the  board,  after  some  discussion  on 
changing  the  name  from  "Golden  Links"  to  "Young  People's  So- 
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cieties."  In  a  consideration  of  conference  problems,  Miss  Davies  said 
that  her  "greatest  problem  had  been  to  get  leaders  with  'stickability* 
to  take  charge  of  the  work  for  young  people."  That  problem  has  not 
yet  been  solved. 

Concerning  Mary  Black  Hosfital 

The  board,  after  much  discussion,  adopted  a  resolution  offered  by 
Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell,  which  asked  the  privilege,  for  the  "Bright 
Jewels,"  of  supporting  Dr.  Emily  Runyon  in  Mary  Black  Hospital, 
as  their  offerings  were  directed  to  that  hospital,  and  Dr.  Margaret 
Polk  was  no  longer  supported  by  them  but  had  been  assigned  for  sup- 
port to  another  conference  society.  Miss  Belle  Bennett  paid  a  beauti- 
ful tribute  to  Dr.  Runyon,  who,  as  a  medical  missionary,  was  to  go 
to  the  relief  of  Dr.  Polk  in  Soochow,  China.  Though  a  Presbyterian, 
at  the  call  of  the  board  she  sold  her  home  and  gave  up  a  fine  practice 
in  Richmond  to  accept  work  under  the  board  in  China,  planning  to 
carry  with  her  her  two  children,  a  sixteen  years  old  daughter  and  a 
son  of  fourteen  years.  The  board  voted  an  appropriation  to  cover  the 
expenses  of  her  outfit  and  travel,  that  she  might  go  to  the  assistance  of 
Dr.  Polk  not  later  than  the  22nd  of  July,  in  addition  to  her  salary  of 
$750.00,  and  a  sufficient  amount  to  complete  repairs  on  Mary  Black 
Hospital  and  pay  a  small  indebtedness  remaining  on  repairs  which  had 
already  been  made. 

Bequest  by  Dr.  J.  A.  Cuninggim 

In  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions,  an  expression  of 
thanks  was  incorporated  in  acknowledging  a  bequest  of  $1,000.00 
by  Dr.  J.  A.  Cuninggim  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference. 

1907  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 

At  this  annual  meeting,  in  Greenville,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Snipes,  at  the 
request  of  Miss  Fentress,  was  appointed  to  act  as  assistant  secretary. 

The  corresponding  secretary's  conference  report  is  always  heard 
with  interest,  as  it  contains  the  summary  of  the  previous  year's  work 
and  recommendations  of  connectional  work  to  be  undertaken  during 
that  year,  with  words  of  appreciation,  encouragement,  and  inspiration. 
"At  our  last  annual  meeting,"  this  report  says,  "we  pledged  the  sup- 
port of  six  missionaries,  but  God  has  given  us  the  funds  to  support 
seven,  and  more  than  half  enough  for  another.  May  the  Lord  help  us 
to  pledge  by  faith  and  not  by  sight  hereafter.  Our  pledge  made  to  the 
Woman's  Board  for  1907-08  was  only  $5,000.00.  I  trust  you  will 
forgive  me  for  not  making  it  $6,000.00.  As  a  peace  offering  I  rec- 
ommend that  this  body,  in  annual  session,  amend  my  motion  by  mak- 
ing the  pledge  $6,750.00  instead  of  $5,000.00,  that  we  may  support 
nine  instead  of  eight  missionaries.  We  would  have  to  raise  only 
$416.69  more  than  was  paid  on  our  pledge  last  year.  Out  of  this  fund 
we  can  give  our  missionary  candidate  a  medical  education.  You  see  it 
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will  not  require  much  stress  of  faith  to  meet  this  amount.  Unless  we 
give  till  we  feel  it,  we  cannot  expect  a  full  blessing  in  our  lives." 

An  assessment  of  $300.00  was  made  on  the  North  Carolina  Con- 
ference Society  as  its'  pro  rata  part  of  a  deficit  in  the  running  expenses 
of  Scarritt.  "Believing  that  it  is  our  duty  to  make  our  Bible  Training 
School  a  prominent  figure  before  our  people,  we  think  that  a  small 
assessment  should  be  made  on  each  society  in  our  conference  yearly, 
including  Adults,  Young  People,  and  Juveniles,  to  help  support  this 
school."  She  told  of  the  action  of  the  Board  in  changing  the  name  of 
the  "Golden  Links  Societies"  to  "Young  People's  Societies,"  saying  that 
as  she  had  regarded  it  an  unwise  movement,  she  "had  spoken  against  it, 
warmly  pleading  for  the  retention  of  the  beautiful  name,  so  full  of 
significance,  being  the  Golden  Link  that  connected  the  Adults  and 
Juveniles,  but  the  majority  thought  otherwise,  and  so  as  a  general 
name  it  had  passed  out,"  though  any  auxiliary  desiring  to  do  so  could 
keep  it.  She  recommended  that  the  Young  People  adopt  for  their  special 
work  that  year,  the  medical  education  of  Miss  Cornelia  Clegg  if  she 
should  be  recommended  for  foreign  work  by  the  Board.  She  announced 
that  Miss  Daisy  Davies  would  visit  this  conference  in  January  or 
February,  and  that  as  she  confined  her  work  mostly  to  colleges,  it  was 
hoped  the  young  women  in  our  colleges  would  ask  her  to  visit  them. 

"She  is  gifted,  has  magnetism,  and  is  consecrated.  I  need  scarcely  add  that 
she  is  in  great  demand  by  the  conference  secretaries.  Let  me  hear  from  you  in 
regard  to  her.  Our  Young  People!  How  I  covet  them  for  this  blessed  work! 
Lord  bless  them  for  what  they  have  done,  and  inspire  in  them  much  zeal  for 
the  new  year. 

"I  thought  we  had  been  as  proud  as  we  could  be  of  our  dear  children  in 
former  years,  but  this  has  been  a  record  breaker  with  them.  Since  learning  that 
the  support  of  Dr.  Polk  had  been  assumed  by  her  own  conference,  I  have  been 
on  the  qui  vive  for  the  next  medical  missionary  for  Mary  Black  Hospital,  and 
so  offered  a  resolution  before  the  Woman's  Board  asking  that  the  Bright  Jewels 
have  the  privilege  of  supporting  Dr.  Emily  Runyon,  the  missionary  recommended 
for  appointment  to  Mary  Black  Hospital,  which  resolution  was  carried. 

The  " Aunt  Lucy  Circle" 

"The  'Aunt  Lucy  Circle'  has  made  it  possible  to  put  two  missionaries  in  the 
field  already,  and  there  is  no  telling  how  many  more  it  will  send.  What  a  slogan 
this  name  was  and  is!  Could  our  sainted  president  have  left  us  a  greater  legacy 
than  her  conference  pet  name — Aunt  Lucy?  It  will  be  a  blessing  to  our  mission- 
ary work  until  the  youngest  generation  who  knew  or  heard  of  her  passes  away. 
When  her  Father  took  her  home  just  after  our  last  annual  meeting,  we  were  for 
a  moment  awed  as  the  problem  of  increasing  pledge  confronted  us,  when  like  a 
gleam  of  light  came  the  suggestion  from  the  Lord  of  all — use  Aunt  Lucy's  name 
to  secure  the  pledge;  and  behold  the  result!  Not  only  the  entire  amount  of  the 
pledge  raised,  but  over-run  more  than  a  thousand  dollars.  We  are  using  the  same 
dear  name  again  this  year.  I  earnestly  entreat  you  to  join  the  'Aunt  Lucy  Circle' 
at  once  and  begin  to  make  payments  therein. 

"While  the  amount  left  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Cuninggim,  D.  D.,  to  the  Woman's 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  in  memory  of  his  wife  does  not  pass  through  the 
hands  of  our  conference  treasurer,  it  goes  through  the  hands  of  the  conference 
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corresponding  secretary  as  the  appointed  agent  of  the  Woman's  Board,  and  since 
we  must  ever  keep  the  Lucy  Cuninggim  Memorial  before  our  conference  society 
and  mentioned  in  our  minutes,  I  am  glad  to  say  to  you  that  the  first  payment, 
$372.50  of  the  full  amount  of  $2,247.50,  has  been  paid  the  Woman's  Board 
for  the  Lucy  Cuninggim  Memorial  in  Wonsan,  Korea.  The  other  payments  are 
to  follow  at  stated  intervals." 

The  Juvenile  Work 

Mrs.  L.  M.  Hendren  said  of  the  Juvenile  work:  "The  reports  sent 
in  during  the  year  have  been  most  encouraging.  With  few  exceptions, 
every  band  has  reached  a  higher  standard  of  work,  and  some  have 
manifested  a  wonderful  growth  in  zeal  and  activity.  My  heart  has  been 
cheered  by  requests  to  send  information  and  instructions  with  regard 
to  the  work.  As  a  result,  four  bands  have  been  organized,  and  others 
are  in  process  of  development.  One  of  the  preachers  of  our  conference 
wrote  me  for  literature,  saying  that  he  wished  to  organize  societies  at 
several  places  on  his  circuit.  This  was  especially  encouraging,  as  it  is 
not  often  such  interest  is  manifested  by  our  preachers.  No  department 
of  our  work  transcends  this  in  importance;  then  why  should  it  not  be 
given  prominence  by  those  to  whom  are  intrusted  the  interests  of 
Christ's  Kingdom?" 

The  Brazilian  Banner  given  to  the  Bright  Jewel  Band  making 
the  largest  gain  in  members,  was  won  by  Elizabeth  City,  and  the 
Chinese  Banner  to  the  band  raising  most  money  per  member  was  won 
by  the  Pantego  Bright  Jewels.  "Aunt  Lizzie"  said  she  thought  there 
should  be  a  banner  for  the  band  raising  the  most  money.  Rev.  J.  R. 
Moose,  a  missionary  from  the  North  Carolina  Conference  to  Korea, 
promised  that  before  the  next  annual  meeting  a  Korean  Banner  would 
be  ready  to  be  presented,  and  upon  motion  it  was  voted  to  award  it 
to  the  Bright  Jewels  of  Main  Street,  Durham,  who  had  raised  the 
largest  amount  of  money  that  year. 

Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson  read  a  letter  from  Dr.  Emily  Runyon  of 
Richmond,  Va.,  to  the  Bright  Jewels  of  North  Carolina,  and  Mrs. 
Swindell  told  them  all  about  Dr.  Runyon  whom  they  were  to  support 
in  the  Mary  Black  Hospital  in  Soochow,  China.  It  had  been  decided 
by  the  Woman's  Board  that  "thenceforward  all  money  raised  on  the 
regular  Memorial  Fund  should  be  used  for  Mary  Black  Hospital." 
Report  of  Committee  on  Young  People's  Work 

For  the  first  time  a  separate  report  of  Committee  on  Young  Peo- 
ple's Work  appeared  in  the  conference  minutes  in  these  recommenda- 
tions : 

"Realizing  the  importance  of  some  stimulus  in  our  Young  People's  Work  to 
increase  our  ranks  and  create  a  greater  zeal  in  our  cause,  and  realizing  the  suc- 
cess in  past  experience  of  taking  some  special  to  concentrate  interest  and  bring 
about  desired  results,  we,  your  Committee  on  Young  People's  Work,  recommend 
the  following: 

"(l).     Inasmuch  as  every  conference  society  can  direct  its  own  affairs  when 
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it  does  not  conflict  with  our  constitution  and  by-laws,  we  recommend  the  Young- 
People's  Societies  who  so  desire,  retain  the  name  of  Golden  Links. 

"(2).  That  our  Young  People  take  Miss  Cornelia  Clegg  as  their  special, 
and  count  it  all  for  joy  to  raise  a  sufficient  fund  to  meet  the  demand  of  her 
expense  in  Medical  and  Training-  School. 

"(3).  That  our  Young  People  who  are  in  touch  with  our  female  colleges 
and  schools  make  an  extra  effort  to  secure  the  services  of  Miss  Daisy  Davies, 
travelling  secretary  of  our  Woman's  Board,  as  she  makes  her  tour  through  our 
conference  in  February,  in  the  interest  of  our  cause  among  the  Young  People. 

"(4).  That  our  Young  People  who  are  interested  in  the  work  arouse  them- 
selves to  greater  zeal  and  increased  efforts  to  organize  more  societies,  and  add  to 
the  membership,  and  especially  strive  to  interest  young  men  with  whom  they 
come  in  touch. 

"Mrs.  S.  S.  Hardison,  chairman;  Mrs.  B.  B.  Adams,  secretary;  Miss  Mary 
McMillan,  Mrs.  R.  T.  White,  Miss  Carrie  Medlin,  Miss  Annie  Smith,  Miss 
Mary  Williams,  Miss  Delia  N.  Cline,  Miss  Eunice  Gibbs,  Mrs.  Wm.  Nixon." 

From  this  time,  there  was,  each  year,  a  regularly  appointed  Com- 
mittee on  Young  People's  Work  which  adopted  and  recommended  all 
the  suggestions  for  them  brought  from  the  Board  meetings  by  the  con- 
ference corresponding  secretary,  just  as  the  committees  on  Juvenile 
Work,  Extension  of  Work,  Finance,  and  Publication  had  been  func- 
tioning during  the  previous  years. 

Two  heart  reaching  incidents  occurred  at  this  annual  meeting.  At 
the  close  of  an  interesting  talk  by  the  corresponding  secretary,  she 
asked  if  there  were  not  in  the  audience  some  young  woman  who  could 
offer  herself  as  a  missionary.  Responding  to  this  appeal  Mrs.  H.  E. 
Scott  of  Goldsboro,  rising,  offered  her  own  daughter  who  had  expressed 
her  desire  to  be  a  missionary.  This  is  recorded  as  a  most  solemn  and 
impressive  moment  in  which  the  hearts  of  all  present  were  stirred  to 
their  depths.  Another  unusual  incident  was  an  offer  made  through 
the  treasurer,  Mrs.  B.  B.  Adams,  by  an  unnamed  friend  who  desired 
to  make  up  any  deficit  in  the  pledge  of  the  Raleigh  District,  and  did 
do  so,  though  the  auxiliaries  later  paid  in  their  unpaid  pledges. 

Officers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  R.  A.  Willis,  Laurinburg;  vice-president,  Mrs. 
Thomas  Person,  Greenville;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell, 
Wilson;  recording  secretary,  Miss  Blanche  Fentress,  Wilmington;  treasurer,  Mrs. 
B.  B.  Adams,  Four  Oaks;  juvenile  work,  Mrs.  L.  M.  Hendren,  New  Bern. 

District  Secretaries:  Raleigh  District,  Mrs.  S.  C.  Vann  of  Franklinton;  Dur- 
ham, Mrs.  W.  H.  McCabe  of  Durham;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  M.  Jessie  Simpson  of 
Fayetteville;  Rockingham,  Miss  Emma  Page  of  Aberdeen;  Wilmington,  Mrs. 
D.  W.  Bullock  of  Wilmington;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Dey  of  Beaufort; 
Washington,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Horn  of  Rocky  Mount;  Warrenton,  Mrs.  K.  P.  Black 
of  Littleton;  Elizabeth  City,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Blanchard  of  Hertford. 

New  Auxiliary 

Maria  Brown,  Oxford,  1907.  In  the  spring  of  1907  a  Young  People's  So- 
ciety was  organized  in  Oxford  by  Mrs.  R.  L.  Brown  with  these  members:  Edna 
White,  Helen  White,  Annie  Crews,  Josephine  Brown,  Hettie  Lyon,  Mary  Fort 
(Mrs.  Gwaltney),  Myrtle  Shamburger  (Mrs.  D.  K.  Taylor),  Sadie  Harris  (Mrs. 
O.  B.  Breedlove),  and  Fannie  Wyatt  (Mrs.  Allie  Winton),  and  named  in  her 
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honor.  Later  it  became  an  adult  auxiliary.  Of  the  charter  members  Helen  White 
was  superintendent  of  Training-  Classes  in  the  Sunday  School  from  Conference, 
and  is  now  the  secretary  of  the  Raleigh  District.  Hettie  Lyon  has  been  president 
of  the  North  Carolina  State  Philathea  Union,  National  State  Philathea  secretary 
for  North  Carolina,  and  chairman  of  North  Carolina  State  Philathea  Union. 
Miss  Lyon  was  also  district  secretary  of  Greensboro  College  Alumnae,  convener 
for  the  Raleigh  District  in  the  Christian  Education  Campaign,  and  is  now  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Greensboro  College,  representing  the  Alum- 
nae Association  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference. — Mrs.  Frank  Lyon. 

1908.  The  Work  of  the  Woman's  Board 
In  describing  her  visits  to  the  missions  of  China  and  Korea,  Mrs. 
J.  B.  Cobb  commended  our  missionaries  in  these  words:  "There  are 
no  finer  women  in  China  than  those  sent  out  by  the  Board.  They  are 
facing  a  tremendous  problem  to  which  they  should  be  free  to  give 
their  very  best  energies  and  powers.  But  they  are  over-burdened,  work 
is  crowding  upon  them,  and  doors  are  opening  for  their  entrance;  and 
each  one  is  already  attempting  more  than  should  be  placed  upon  any 
one  woman.  Our  schools  are  the  best  of  their  kind  in  existence."  The 
work  on  all  the  fields  was  reported  to  be  in  healthful  condition,  show- 
ing growth  and  advance  in  many  places,  continuous  development  at 
home,  with  increased  collections. 

The  Young  People's  Work  continued  to  receive  a  great  deal  of 
consideration  as  its  program  was  in  a  state  of  gradual  development. 
Miss  Da  vies  pleaded  for  more  missionary  literature,  proposing  that  a 
Handbook  for  Young  People  be  published  to  contain  suggestions  and 
plans  for  social  meetings  and  amusements  of  various  kinds;  she  urged 
the  organization  of  mission  study  classes,  the  bringing  together  of  the 
young  people;  she  recommended  that  each  conference  society  select 
one  of  its  number  to  go  out  in  campaign  work,  and  the  setting  aside  in 
annual  and  district  meetings  wherever  it  was  possible  to  do  so,  of  one 
whole  session  especially  for  Young  People.  She  said  also  that  there 
should  be  Young  People's  institutes,  conventions,  and  inspirational 
meetings,  recommending  that  "some  time  next  year  a  grand  conven- 
tion should  be  held  somewhere  especially  for  young  people.  Do  not  let 
them  think  it  is  for  their  mothers,  but  for  the  young  girls,  and  young 
women  of  the  Church.  Let  this  meeting  be  held  and  let  it  be  self- 
sustaining." 

All  these  suggestions  of  Miss  Davies  were  embodied  in  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Young  People's  Work,  which  was  considered  of 
so  great  importance  that  before  it  was  discussed  Miss  Davies  and  Miss 
Bennett  asked  for  guidance  in  a  special  prayer.  From  this  long  report 
which  was  adopted,  only  these  items  are  taken:  "8.  That  the  board 
co-operate  with  the  Young  People's  Missionary  Movement  in  its  en- 
deavor to  have  the  study  of  missions  placed  on  a  par  with  literature 
and  science  in  our  colleges,  so  that  students  may  have  an  intelligent 
conception  of  this  great  missionary  department  of  study.  To  this  end 
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we  recommend  that  this  body  appoint  a  committee  of  which  the  associ- 
ate secretary  shall  be  the  chairman,  to  confer  with  the  proper  officials 
of  that  organization  in  regard  to  carrying  this  plan  into  effect. 
10.  That  each  conference  have  a  superintendent  of  Young  People's 
Work,  who  shall  secure  whenever  possible,  young  women  for  cam- 
paign work,  organizing  where  practicable." 

Lucy  Caning gim  Memorial  to  be  Moved 
The  board  authorized  the  removal  of  the  Lucy  Cuninggim  Home 
and  School  from  its  location  at  that  time,  to  a  building  which  should 
be  erected  upon  a  new  lot  already  purchased,  away  from  a  powder 
magazine  and  nearer  the  church;  the  enlargement  of  the  house,  and 
the  appropriation  of  $8,000.00 — a  pledge  from  the  South  Georgia 
Conference  Society — for  the  purpose,  that  society  to  have  permission 
to  so  direct  the  pledge. 

Mrs.  Swindell  was  appointed  to  prepare  the  quiz  on  the  30th 
annual  report  of  the  board  for  publication  in  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Advocate.  She  secured  permission  for  the  North  Carolina  Conference 
Society  to  direct  its  surplus  on  the  pledge  to  the  support  of  its  missionary 
candidate  in  procuring  her  medical  education  and  to  the  new  building 
of  the  Mary  Black  Hospital  in  Soochow,  China.  She  secured,  also,  the 
adoption  of  a  memorial  from  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society, 
which  asked  that  the  whole  quarter's  leaflets  be  sent  out  at  one  time  to 
the  conference  corresponding  secretaries  in  time  for  them  to  get  them 
into  the  hands  of  the  auxiliaries  for  the  first  meeting  in  each  quarter. 
As  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Memorials  Mrs.  Swindell  asked 
for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  three  "to  receive  all  reports 
and  distribute  certain  portions  to  the  appropriate  committees"  to  con- 
sider them.  She  was  named  chairman  of  this  Distributing  Committee 
with  Miss  Bennett  and  Mrs.  Sowell  as  the  other  two  members. 

Our  Missionary  Candidates  'Must  be  Passed  Upon  by  the  Parent  Board 
The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  report  of  the  president,  Miss 
M.L.Gibson: 

"Although  I  left  immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  this  board  (last 
year),  the  foreign  work  had  all  been  considered  (by  the  Parent  Board)  before 
my  arrival.  I  had,  however,  an  opportunity  to  speak,  and  I  asked  interpreta- 
tion of  the  regulation  imposed  by  the  last  General  Conference  concerning  mis- 
sionaries. A  committee  was  appointed,  of  which  Bishop  Ward  was  chairman,  to 
decide  as  to  the  time  when  the  Standing  Committee  on  Missionary  Candidates 
should  approve  the  papers  of  the  candidates.  When  the  report  was  presented,  a 
long  discussion,  led  by  Bishops  Candler  and  Hoss,  ensued,  and  a  substitute  offered 
by  Bishop  Candler  prevailed:  'That  missionary  candidates  of  the  Woman's  Board 
must  be  passed  upon  by  the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Parent  Board,  before 
they  are  publicly  accepted  or  consecrated'."  (Instead  of  leaving  it  to  the  authori- 
ties of  the  Woman's  Board  to  decide,  as  the  report  recommended.) 
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1908  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 
Though  the  conference's  pledge  of  $6,500.00  for  that  year  had 
not  been  met  in  full,  there  was  a  small  increase  over  the  previous  year, 
and  it  was  considered  an  index  of  faith  in  pledging.  The  New  Bern 
District  led  in  amount  raised,  the  Rockingham  and  Raleigh  Districts 
following  close  in  the  Adult  work.  Warrenton  District's  Children  led 
in  finances.  Taking  the  Adult  and  Juvenile  work  together,  Raleigh 
District  reported  the  largest  amount  given. 

In  the  Juvenile  Work,  the  Chinese  Banner  for  the  largest  amount 
given  per  member,  was  won  again  by  the  Pantego  Bright  Jewels;  the 
Brazilian  Banner  for  the  largest  increase  in  members,  went  to  the 
Henderson  Bright  Jewels.  Mrs.  Hendren  announced  that  the  Korean 
Banner  promised  by  Rev.  J.  R.  Moose  the  previous  year  had  come, 
and  would  be  awarded  to  the  Main  Street,  Durham,  Band  for  raising 
the  largest  amount  of  money.  These  presentations  were  made,  with  ap- 
propriate words  of  commendation,  to  Miss  Aleeze  Aycock  of  Pantego, 
to  Miss  Mabel  Hight  of  Henderson,  and  to  Miss  Tempie  Boddie  of 
Durham,  each  of  whom  accepted  it  for  her  auxiliary.  The  Bright 
Jewels  had  the  misfortune  of  losing  Dr.  Runyon  from  Mary  Black 
Hospital.  She  went  to  China,  but  did  not  reach  her  destination,  her 
physical  condition  being  such  that  the  physician  advised  her  immediate 
return  to  this  country.  The  Bright  Jewels  just  failed  to  make  up  their 
pledge. 

"We  believe,"  the  corresponding  secretary  said,  "that  many  of  her  dear 
friends  desire  a  continuation  of  the  'Aunt  Lucy  Pledge  Circle,'  also  that  the 
n;ame  has  been  of  much  help  to  our  work  as  an  incentive.  So  I  recommend  its 
continuance.  While  it  requires  thirty  $25.00  shares  to  make  one  Circle — $750.00, 
or  enough  to  support  one  missionary — it  takes  two  hundred  seventy  $25.00  shares 
to  complete  the  'Aunt  Lucy  Circle'  of  $6,750.00,  enough  to  support  four  mis- 
sionaries on  the  field,  one  missionary  candidate  at  medical  school,  and  help 
enlarge  the  Mary  Black  Hospital  in  China. 

"The  Lucy  Cuninggim  Memorial  in  Wonsan,  Korea,  will  of  necessity  have 
to  be  moved  from  its  present  site  to  another  in  the  same  city,  in  order  that  it 
may  be  in  a  safe  position  and  sufficiently  protected.  Xhe  Japanese  have  built  a 
powder  magazine  near  this  school,  which  is  a  menace  to  both  life  and  property. 
$5,000.00  is  the  estimated  cost  of  moving  and  enlarging  this  memorial. 

"It  was  decided  to  have  a  new  and  larger  building  for  the  Mary  Black 
Hospital  in  Soochow,  China,  and  though  our  Bright  Jewels  cannot  by  any  means 
raise  the  full  amount  asked  for  this  purpose,  $10,000,  they  are  to  direct  all  their 
pledge  in  this  channel  for  the  present  year." 

Officers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  R.  A.  Willis,  Laurinburg;  vice-president,  Mrs. 
Thomas  Person,  Greenville;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell,  Wilson; 
recording  secretary,  Miss  Blanche  Fentress,  Wilmington;  treasurer,  Mrs.  B.  B. 
Adams,  Four  Oaks;  juvenile  work,  Mrs.  L.  M.  Hendren,  New  Bern. 

District  Secretaries:  Raleigh  District,  Mrs.  F.  B.  McKinne  of  Louisburg; 
Durham,  Mrs.  W.  H.  McCabe  of  Durham;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  M.  Jessie  Simpson 
of  Fayetteville;  Rockingham,  Miss  Emma  Page  of  Aberdeen;  Wilmington,  Mrs. 
D.  W.  Bullock  of  Wilmington;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Dey  of  Beaufort;  Wash- 
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ington,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Home  of  Rocky  Mount ;  Warrenton,  Mrs.  K.  P.  Black  of 
Littleton  -}  Elizabeth  City,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Blanchard  of  Hertford. 

New  Auxiliary 

Rose  Hll,  1908.  A  Woman's  Missionary  Society  was  organized  in  Rose  Hill 
in  1907,  Mrs.  S.  S.  Mallard  being  elected  president.  It  was  re-organized  in 
September,  1908,  by  Mrs.  L.  A.  Blue  and  Mrs.  E.  L.  Prince,  with  Mrs.  Jesse 
Fussell  as  president,  and  the  following  members:  Mesdames  S.  S.  Mallard,  Oscar 
Fussell,  Jesse  Fussell,  Henry  Fussell,  Mollie  Bradshaw,  J.  C.  Jerome,  and  a  few 
others  whose  names  are  not  now  remembered.  The  Duplin  County  Federation 
of  Methodist  Woman's  Missionary  Societies  was  organized  in  Rose  Hill  in  Sep- 
tember, 1922,  with  Mrs.  Jesse  Fussell  as  chairman.  This  federation  was  one  of 
the  pioneer  county  organizations  in  the  Wilmington  District,  also  in  the  confer- 
ence. Mrs.  Harvey  Boney  was  president  of  the  auxiliary  for  several  years,  as 
were  Mrs.  Oscar  Fussell  and  the  present  president,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Mallard.  Mrs. 
Harvey  Boney  was  conference  3rd  vice-president,  1914-1917,  and  has  been  con- 
ference corresponding  secretary  since  1917,  helping  in  a  large  way  to  direct  con- 
ference activities  ever  since,  and  as  a  member  of  Council  has  served  on  some  of 
its  most  important  committees.  Mrs.  T.  W.  Lee,  another  auxiliary  member,  was 
secretary  of  the  Wilmington  District,  1923-25.  In  missionary  activities  the  auxili- 
ary supported  an  orphan  several  years,  a  Bible  woman  in  Korea  two  years,  helped 
six  girls  one  year  each  to  go  to  college,  and  carried  on  extensive  local  church 
work.  Mrs.  Boney  organized  a  Young  People's  Society  in  1914,  Mrs.  Stacy 
Butler  succeeding  her  as  leader,  19 17-1920 ;  and  she  was  followed  by  Miss 
Norma  Fussell,  1921-1922,  when  the  Epworth  League  was  organized. — Mrs. 
J.  C.  Mallard. 

1909.  W Oman's  Board  Legislation 
At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Foreign  Mis- 
sions in  1909,  provision  was  made  for  creating  a  Missionary  Retire- 
ment Fund.  This  was  the  result  of  a  motion  by  Mrs.  Hitch  that  "a 
special  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  an  Annuity  Fund  for  the 
retired  missionaries  of  the  Woman's  Board,  which  had  been  suggested 
by  the  Executive  Committee." 

In  her  report  as  Associate  Secretary  in  Charge  of  Young  People, 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Cobb  said  she  had  not  carried  out  the  instructions  of  the 
Executive  Committee  in  midwinter  session,  with  reference  to  an  office 
of  superintendent  of  Young  People.  She  had  formulated  no  plans  as 
to  the  duties  of  such  officer,  or  even  to  the  existence  of  such  office. 
She  suggested,  however,  that  in  every  conference,  where  it  was  prac- 
ticable, some  woman  be  placed  in  charge  of  the  Young  People,  her 
duties  to  be  determined  by  each  conference  society  as  knowing  best 
its  own  conditions.  The  right  woman  in  this  position  would  bring  about 
an  increase  of  membership,  of  information,  and  of  interest.  She  rec- 
ommended that  "some  special  object  be  assigned  to  the  young  people 
for  which  they  should  work,  such  object  as  far  as  possible  to  be  adopted 
by  each  of  the  conferences." 

The  fall  was  set  aside  for  a  membership  campaign,  educational 
work  to  be  carried  on  through  September  and  October,  and  during 
November  an  active  canvass  to  be  made  in  every  Church  in  Southern 
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Methodism  for  new  members  and  organizations,  with  special  litera- 
ture to  be  provided  for  the  work. 

The  Commission  on  Unification 

The  president,  Miss  M.  L.  Gibson,  Mrs.  Wightman  presiding, 
reminded  the  board  of  the  commission  appointed  at  the  last  General 
Conference  to  consider  the  question  of  unification  of  all  the  mission- 
ary interests  of  the  Church.  The  serious  illness  of  the  chairman,  Bishop 
Wilson,  had  prevented  the  meeting  of  the  commission.  Miss  Gibson 
said:  "The  commission  on  the  unification  of  missionary  societies  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  has  been  summoned  to  meet  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  May  12,  1909.  Two  members  of  this  Board,  the 
president  and  the  corresponding  secretary,  represent  the  Woman's 
Foreign  Missionary  Society.  The  president  had  asked  the  chairman  to 
hold  the  meeting  of  the  commission  prior  to  this  annual  session,  but 
it  was  impossible.  There  is  probability  of  still  further  postponement 
owing  to  the  illness  of  the  chairman.  If  there  be  another  meeting  of 
this  Board  before  General  Conference,  there  will  still  be  time  to  place 
the  action  of  this  commission  before  this  body;  if  not,  the  members 
appointed  on  this  commission  would  like  instructions  from  this  Board 
as  to  how  much  power  will  be  theirs  as  representatives  of  this  body  on 
that  commission."  The  Board  voted  its  entire  confidence  in  Miss  Gibson 
and  Mrs.  Trueheart,  its  representatives  on  the  commission,  to  take  any 
action  they  might  see  fit  to  take. 

The  president  called  attention  to  the  great  World's  Convention 
to  be  held  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  to  which  twelve  representatives 
were  allowed  to  the  Woman's  Board.  The  Board  voted  to  pay  the  ex- 
penses of  two  of  them,  to  the  limit  of  $250.00  each.  Mrs.  F.  D. 
Swindell  was  one  of  the  twelve  women  chosen  as  delegates. 

An  appropriation  of  $2,500.00  was  granted  to  enlarge  the  Mary 
Black  Hospital,  and  the  new  building  authorized  the  previous  year 
was  deferred  for  two  or  three  years.  In  the  estimates  for  Korea, 
"$10,000  was  appropriated  for  the  Girls'  School  in  Wonsan,  and 
$2,000  for  a  Bible  school  on  the  same  compound  as  the  Lucy  Cuning- 
gim,  and  these  buildings  were  directed  to  be  located  nearer  the  Church 
and  away  from  the  proximity  of  the  powder  magazine." 

Record  and  Refort  Books 
A  resolution,  signed  by  seventeen  women,  was  adopted  by  the 
Board,  which  provided  for  the  publishing,  to  be  sold  by  the  Board,  of 
books  with  perforated  pages  for  records  and  reports,  in  order  that,  as 
Methodism  was  connectional,  uniform  reporting  might  be  made,  to 
carry  out  the  connectional  idea,  simplify  the  work,  and  lessen  the 
expense.  These  Record  and  Report  Books  were  to  be  prepared  for 
auxiliary  treasurers,  auxiliary  corresponding  secretaries,  district  secre- 
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taries,  conference  treasurers,  and  conference  corresponding  secetaries, 
and  those  officers  were  directed  to  use  them. 

'  1909  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 
A  new  feature  of  the  annual  meeting  of  1909  was  "Young  Peo- 
ple's Evening."  The  program  of  music,  letters  from  the  conference 
missionaries,  and  an  excellent  paper,  "The  Mission  Call  of  Our  Young 
People,"  by  Mrs.  J.  C.  Wooten,  was  largely  in  the  hands  of  the 
young  people.  At  a  previous  session  there  had  been  a  very  interesting 
discussion  on  Young  People's  Work  and  Study  Circles.  With  this  year 
the  Young  People's  Work  as  a  separate  department  was  practically 
established,  though  still,  they  had  no  constitution,  no  superintendent 
in  this  conference,  and  no  provision  was  made  for  separate  reports  for 
them  further  than  the  district  secretary.  Mrs.  T.  A.  Person  was  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Young  People's  Work  in  1909,  and, 
serving  in  that  capacity  for  several  years,  was  instrumental  in  pro- 
moting the  interest  of  this  department  in  the  conference  to  an  appreci- 
able extent. 

On  Bright  Jewel  Day,  following  the  reading  of  a  letter  from 
Rev.  J.  R.  Moose,  who  had  returned  to  his  work  in  Korea,  pledges 
were  taken  amounting  to  $108.50,  with  which  to  buy  a  chapel  organ 
for  his  use  in  his  services.  On  motion  of  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  it  was 
unanimously  voted  to  give  the  organ  in  honor  of  "Aunt  Lizzie,"  the 
loved  superintendent  of  Children's  Work.  The  Korean  Banner,  Mr. 
Moose's  gift,  was  again  won  by  the  children  of  Main  Street  Church, 
Durham,  for  raising  most  money;  the  Brazilian  Banner  for  largest 
increase  in  members  went  to  the  Wanchese  Bright  Jewels,  and  the 
Chinese  Banner  for  most  money  per  capita  was  won  again  by  the 
Pantego  Bright  Jewels.  Miss  Fentress  presented  a  Chinese  cap  to  the 
conference  Bright  Jewels,  in  whose  behalf  Mrs.  Hendren  thanked 
Miss  Fentress. 

Mrs.  Swindell  made  another  ineffectual  effort  to  have  the  annual 
meeting  follow  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board,  so  that  the  confer- 
ence, while  in  session,  might,  at  an  earlier  date,  get  the  benefit  of  the 
actions  of  the  Board. 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Snipes,  who  from  her  first  appointment  as  assistant 
secretary  was  regularly  appointed  to  the  same  office  every  year  for  a 
number  of  years,  was  commissioned  to  secure  a  permanent  register  for 
the  next  annual  meeting,  and  to  keep  a  permanent  roll  of  delegates 
and  visitors  by  districts. 

Mission  Study 

The  corresponding  secretary  in  emphasizing  as  she  did  every  year 
the  importance  of  mission  study,  said:  "We  deplore  the  sparsity  of  this 
class  of  work  among  us.  Realizing  its  major  importance,  we  do  in  the 
most  emphatic  way  urge  its  observance.  This  is  the  organizing  period 
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of  the  world's  history,  and  we  must  fall  in  line  or  be  left.  Including 
all  denominations  in  the  United  States  and  Canada,  over  175,000 
enrolled  for  study  last  year,  the  Southern  Methodists  reporting  758 
classes  with  9,854  members.  It  is  advisable  to  have  a  study  circle  in 
every  society.  Old  and  young  should  use  this  plan  for  storing  their 
minds  with  information.  Information  is  positively  necessary  for  our 
edification,  and  for  the  betterment  of  the  work.  The  time  was  when 
we  could  manage  after  a  fashion  to  get  on  without  regular  study,  but 
those  were  the  old  fashioned  days.  In  the  new  regime  we  must  be 
students — there  is  no  other  alternative.  Organize  study  circles  all 
over  the  conference,  and  after  organizing  be  sure  to  report  them  to 
the  conference  corresponding  secretary."  The  minutes  do  not  record 
any  mission  study  classes.  There  was  at  that  time  no  channel  for  or 
method  of  reporting  them  provided,  if  there  had  been  any  classes,  but 
as  Mrs.  Swindell  had  not  failed  each  year  to  stress  study,  it  is  reason- 
able to  suppose  there  must  have  been  a  few  classes  in  the  conference. 

There  was  a  small  deficit  on  the  pledge,  but  all  the  other  collec- 
tions were  up  in  full.  Eight  missionaries  had  been  supported.  The 
Bright  Jewels  had  raised  enough  to  support  one  missionary,  which 
amount  was  directed  to  Mary  Black  Hospital.  There  was  rejoicing 
over  the  fact  that  the  grand  totals  were  larger  than  ever  before.  "In 
attempting  an  outline  or  plan  of  work  for  this  year,  we  can  but  feel 
embarrassed,  as  we  have  for  some  years  previous,  with  the  meagerness 
of  our  information  caused  by  our  annual  meeting  preceding  that  of 
the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions.  We  hope  that  our  women  hereafter 
will  prayerfully  consider  the  feasibility  of  holding  our  annual  session 
after  that  of  the  Woman's  Board." 

Officers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  R.  A.  Willis,  Laurinburg;  vice-president,  Mrs. 
T.  A.  Person,  Greenville  ;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell,  Wilson; 
recording  secretary,  Miss  Blanche  Fentress,  Wilmington  j  assistant  recording  sec- 
retary, Mrs.  E.  M.  Snipes 5  treasurer,  Mrs.  B.  B.  Adams,  Four  Oaks;  juvenile 
work,  Mrs.  L.  M.  Hendren,  New  Bern. 

District  Secretaries:  Raleigh  District,  Mrs.  F.  B.  McKinne  of  Louisburg; 
Durham,  Mrs.  W.  H.  McCabe  of  Durham;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  M.  J.  Simpson  of 
Fayetteville ;  Rockingham,  Miss  Emma  Page  of  Aberdeen;  Wilmington,  Mrs. 

D.  W.  Bullock  of  Wilmington;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Dey  of  Beaufort;  Wash- 
ington,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Home  of  Rocky  Mount;  Warrenton,  Mrs.  K.  P.  Black  of 
Littleton;  Elizabeth  City,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Blanchard  of  Hertford. 

Appreciation  of  Dr.  Ivey's  kindness  in  granting  space  in  the  Advo- 
cate for  the  use  of  this  conference,  was  expressed  with  thanks  to  Mrs. 
B.  F.  Dixon  for  her  able  management  of  it,  and  she  was  chosen  again 
to  succeed  herself  as  conference  editor. 

New  Auxiliaries 

Nashville,  February,  1909.  An  auxiliary  was  organized  in  Nashville  by  Rev. 

E.  C.  Sell,  in  1909,  on  the  1 1th  of  February,  with  Mrs.  S.  R.  Griffin  as  president, 
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DEACONESSES 

1  Miss  Elizabeth  Davis  (retired).  2  Miss  Mary  E.  Nichols.  3  Miss  Ellen 
Gainey.  4  Miss  Jennie  Congleton.  5  Miss  Sarah  Lowder.  6  Miss  Lula  Marsh 
(married).    7  Miss  Myra  Ormond   (married).    8   Miss  Mary  Ella  McCall 

(married) . 
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and  these  members:  Mesdames  W.  J.  Batchelor,  T.  A.  Sills,  B.  W.  Lheav^,  E.  C. 
Sell,  J.  T.  Strickland,  B.  H.  B.  Vester,  G.  N  Bissette,  and  Misses  Fannie  Ricks 
and  Ida  Ricks.  For  fifteen  years  this  auxiliary  has  supported  a  student  in  Lambuth 
School  in  Japan.  Mrs.  J.  M.  Benson  organized  the  Children's  Work  in  1902. 
Of  the  early  members  ,Mrs.  T.  B.  Dameron  is  prominent  in  Church  work  in 
Goldsboroj  Miss  Louise  Sills  is  president  of  our  Adult  Auxiliary  and  Mrs.  J.  N. 
Sills  is  chairman  of  Local  Work.  The  Young  People  were  organized  by  Miss 
Ida  Ricks  and  Rev.  L.  B.  Jones  in  1916,  Mary  Sills,  Pearl  Cooper,  Annabel 
Lambert,  and  Lucy  Bissette,  who  had  been  members  of  the  Children's  Society, 
being  among  the  members. 

Pantego,  March,  1909.  The  auxiliary  at  Pantego  was  organized  on  the  14th 
of  March,  1909,  by  Mrs.  R.  A.  Willis,  with  ten  members:  Mesdames  Wm.  Credle, 
Augusta  Clark,  H.  B.  Williams,  Mollie  Latham,  Harry  Shavender,  O.  C.  Swin- 
dell, B.  F.  Thompson,  Clyde  Smith,  C.  P.  Aycock,  S.' W.  Wilkinson,  and  Miss 
Jennie  Simmons.  Other  active  members  now  are  Mesdames  D.  D.  Harrison, 
Charles  Rich,  M.  O.  Ratcliff,  C.  E.  Wilkinson,  and  J.  H.  Davenport.  We  h.Vive 
lost  by  death  Mrs.  Credle,  our  first  president,  who  served  us  faithfully  for  six 
years,  Mrs.  Clark  and  Mrs.  Latham.  The  outstanding  feature  of  our  auxiliary 
is  the  study  of  the  Bible.  Our  Prayer  Special  is  Miss  Ida  Hankins  of  Korea. 
The  Bright  Jewels  were  organized  in  1904,  February,  by  Rev.  H.  M.  Jackson, 
with  Bessie  Jackson,  Annabel  Lambeth,  Aleez  Aycock,  Temperance  Aycock, 
Lillian  Yow,  Ruth  Credle,  Ida  Shavender,  and  Eva  Thompson  as  members,  and 
Miss  Jennie  Simmons  as  lady  manager.  For  several  years  this  little  band  had 
the  distinction  of  winning  the  banner  given  for  the  largest  amount  of  money 
contributed  per  member.  Throughout  the  years,  with  all  the  natural  changes 
taking  place  in  the  society,  an  interest  in  missions  has  been  kept  alive  by  the 
managers,  first,  Miss  Jennie  Simmons,  followed  by  Mrs.  C.  W.  Smith,  Mrs. 
C.  E.  Wilkinson,  and  the  present  manager,  Mrs.  O.  C.  Swindell.  The  reports 
have  been  sent  in  regularly,  and  the  money  raised  up  to  this  writing  has  amounted 
to  $860.75.  Most  of  the  charter  members  are  filling  important  stations  in  life 
at  this  time  in  Church,  auxiliary  and  community  life. — Mrs.  Clyde  Smith,  Mrs. 
O.  C.  Swindell,  Miss  Jennie  Simmons. 

Whiteville,  May,  1909.  An  auxiliary  was  organized  in  Whiteville  on  the 
5th  of  May,  1909,  by  Mrs.  L.  V.  Grady,  who  served  as  president  until  January 
1st,  1914.  The  charter  members  were  Mesdames  C.  G.  Richardson,  J.  B.  Schul- 
ken,  P.  H.  Sears,  Geddie,  Mills,  R.  E.  Powell,  Burkhead,  H.  L.  Lyon,  J.  T. 
McKenzie,  W.  S.  Smith,  L.  Formy  Duval,  W.  R.  Davis,  S.  L.  Smith,  Maggie 
Jackson,  and  H.  B.  Maxwell.  The  members  were  urged  to  pledge  fifty  cents 
per  member.  Mrs.  Schulken  was  elected  president  in  1914  and  served  four  years. 
In  1915  or  1916  Miss  Ida  Hankins  of  Wilmington,  missionary  to  Korea,  came 
out  and  made  a  talk.  The  district  meeting  was  held  with  us  in  1917  and  again 
in  1925.  In  1914  our  pledge  was  $20.00,  and  in  1927  we  pledged  $80.00.  Our 
membership  has  grown  to  fifty-four,  and  in  192  6  we  were  on  the  Honor  Roll. 
We  do  quite  a  bit  of  local  work,  on  which  we  spent  $527.68  during  the  past 
year.  In  January  of  1914  Mrs.  H.  L.  Lyon  organized  a  band  of  Bright  Jewels 
of  which  she  was  superintendent  till  1921.  It  has  a  membership  now  of  thirty- 
five,  and,  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  L.  Baggett,  is  doing  excellent  work.  A 
Young  People's  Society  was  organized  in  February,  1921,  by  Mrs.  P.  D.  Wood- 
all,  with  twelve  members,  but  lived  only  a  short  time. 

Saint  Paids,  1909.  The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  was  organized  here  in 
1909,  one  year  after  the  Church  was  organized,  with  both  Foreign  and  Home 
Departments,  which  were  united  after  authorization  of  Council.  Among  the 
charter  members  the  only  names  remembered  are  Mesdames  Ada  Dunn,  P.  D. 
Odom,  Addie  Webb,  S.  B.  Culbreth,  and  Adcox.  The  auxiliary  has  had  small 
membership  from  the  beginning,  but  has  gone  steadily  on,  doing  faithful  work 
though  in  a  small  way. — Mrs.  J.  A.  Dailey. 
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1910.  General  Conference  Year 
There  had  been  no  quadrennium  since  1878,  perhaps,  so  fraught 
with  intensest  interest,  amounting  to  real  anxiety  in  many  hearts,  as 
was  that,  just  passed,  to  the  women  of  both  missionary  societies.  There 
were  two  questions  before  the  leaders  of  the  church,  both  men  and 
women,  which  were  demanding  their  thought,  prayer,  and  patience. 
Because  these  questions — Unification  of  the  Mission  Boards  and  Laity 
Rights  for  Women — were  of  equal  interest  and  importance  to  both 
Woman's  Boards,  the  action  upon  them  is  reserved  for  a  later  chapter, 
and  the  remainder  of  this  one  will  be  devoted  to  the  last  years  of  our 
fifth  Sabbath  of  years  in  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Woman's 
Missionary  Society. 

Literature  Headquarters 
The  Woman's  Board  in  annual  session  in  1910  initiated  a  project 
which  became  the  foundation  of  our  Literature   Headquarters,  in 
adopting  these  recommendations  made  by  the  Board's  Committee  on 
Publication  and  Literature: 

"2.     How  best  to  procure  the  literature  needed. 

"(a).  We  recommend  that  the  secretaries  of  the  board  and  the  editors  of 
the  Woman's  Missionary  Advocate  and  the  Young  Christian  Worker  constitute 
a  Standing  Committee  on  Literature  among  whose  duties  shall  be  to  provide  for 
the  preparation,  the  publication,  the  handling,  and  the  sale  of  all  the  publications 
ordered  by  the  Board. 

"(b).  That  this  committee  have  charge  of  the  establishment  and  mainten- 
ance of  an  office  in  Nashville,  which  may  be  known  as  a  Bureau  of  Informa- 
tion, from  which  not  only  the  publications  of  our  own  Board  but  the  best  of 
those  of  other  boards,  the  best  missionary  books  of  the  day,  maps,  charts,  enter- 
tainments, etc.,  may  be  ordered  through  a  frequently  revised  catalogue. 

"(c).  That  this  committee  shall  endeavor  to  discover  the  latent  talent  in 
our  church  and  utilize  it  in  the  writing  of  books  that  will  command  the  atten- 
tion of  the  reading  world. 

"How  to  secure  the  largest  circulation  of  our  literature. 

"(d).  That  the  Bureau  of  Information  in  Nashville  send  items  of  freshest 
information  concerning  our  own  work  to  the  editors  of  our  columns  in  Church 
papers,  weekly,  if  possible. 

"(e).  That  each  conference  society  elect  and  define  the  duties  of  a  super- 
intendent of  Literature,  and  that  such  an  officer  be  elected  in  each  auxiliary. 

"(f).    That  each  auxiliary  have  a  circulating  library  of  its  own. 

"(g).    That  we  stress  as  never  before  mission  study  classes." 

At  the  recommendation  of  Mrs.  Cobb  the  board  set  apart  October 
as  a  month  in  which  special  effort  should  be  made  to  organize  mission 
study  classes  among  adults  as  well  as  young  people,  authorizing  the 
appointment  in  each  auxiliary  of  a  superintendent  of  Literature  whose 
duties  it  would  be  to  disseminate  the  literature  among  the  women  and 
young  people  of  the  church  and  seek  by  every  means  in  her  power  to 
get  them  to  read  it. 

In  the  election  of  officers  for  the  coming  year  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell 
was  elected  vice-president  in  charge  of  the  eastern  division,  but  re- 
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signed,  feeling  she  could  not  do  justice  to  her  conference  and  that 
work  too,  and  Mrs.  Lee  Britt  of  Suffolk,  Va.,  was  elected  to  succeed 
her. 

The  Board  instructed  the  general  secretary  to  collate  all  the  laws 
of  the  Board,  tabulate  them  under  proper  headings,  and  see  that  they 
and  any  new  laws  added  from  year  to  year  should  be  bound  in  a 
special  section  of  the  annual  report  devoted  to  that  purpose. 

1910  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society. 
V olunteers  for  Foreign  Service 
The  annual  meeting  of  1910  records  an  unusual  occurrence,  in  the 
offering  of  themselves  for  foreign  service,  of  three  young  women  of 
the  conference,  Miss  Myrtle  Flythe  of  Jackson,  by  letter,  and  Misses 
Annie  E.  Bishop  and  Sallie  Young  Davis,  in  person.  Still  another  was 
reported  by  the  corresponding  secretary:  "A  consecrated  young  woman 
of  Wilmington  offers  to  go  to  the  foreign  field  as  a  missionary  teacher, 
or  missionary,  and  Grace  Church  promises  to  support  her.  Her  applica- 
tion was  considered  at  the  board  meeting  this  year,  and  as  soon  as  her 
papers  reach  the  Executive  Committee,  she  will  probably  be  accepted 
as  a  teacher  or  missionary  to  Korea.  Let  us  thank  God  and  take  cour- 
age." 

The  following  resolution  was  read  by  Mrs.  B.  B.  Adams  and 
unanimously  adopted: 

"Whereas,  The  Woman's  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  in  recent  annual  ses- 
sion at  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  complimented  our  conference  society  in  electing-  to 
one  of  its  highest  offices,  that  of  vice-president,  our  conference  corresponding- 
secretary,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell,  and  also  for  adding  her  name  to  the  important 
Committee  of  Unification  of  the  Boards, 

"Resolved  1st:  That  we  do  greatly  appreciate  the  honor  bestowed  upon  her 
and  upon  our  conference  society. 

"Resolved  2nd:  That  we  show  our  appreciation  of  our  secretary's  fidelity 
to  us  in  her  decision  to  remain  with  us,  by  a  rising  vote. 

"Resolved  3rd:  That  we  request  our  corresponding  secretary  to  meet  with 
that  committee  at  the  General  Conference,  if  she  can,  and  that  the  treasurer  be 
authorized  to  pay  her  expenses  from  our  Conference  Expense  Fund. 

"Mrs.  B.  B.  Adams,  Mrs.  T.  A.  Person,  Mrs.  K.  P.  Black." 

Mrs.  Swindell  had  been  going  through  the  deep  waters  of  sorrow 
in  the  loss  of  her  splendid  husband  to  whom  she  was  very  tenderly 
devoted.  In  closing  her  annual  report  she  says:  "I  want  to  publicly 
express  my  appreciation  of  the  cheerful,  timely,  and  faithful  service 
rendered  both  to  me  and  to  the  W.  F.  M.  Society  of  this  conference, 
by  our  beloved  missionary,  Miss  Mary  T.  Pescud.  God  sent  her  to  me 
when  she  was  most  needed  to  take  my  place  in  the  missionary  campaign 
at  the  time  when  I  was  disabled  and  incapacitated  for  any  work.  She 
helped  and  comforted  me  when  I  was  borne  to  the  earth  under  the 
weight  of  my  deep,  deep  sorrow.  She  rolled  much  of  the  care  of  this 
work  from  my  shoulders  to  her  own  and  gave  me  a  living  chance. 
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She  has  organized  societies,  helped  the  weak  ones,  and  she  has  left 
behind  her  a  benediction.  As  she  goes  out  to  the  foreign  field  again, 
she  will  be  followed  by  the  prayers  of  the  many  she  has  blessed.  I 
thank  you  all  for  your  sympathy  and  your  prayers.  Through  your 
prayers  and  my  Father's  tender  mercies,  I  have  been  enabled  to  mend 
in  part  the  broken  threads  and  to  go  on  with  the  weaving  of  life's 
'tapestry,'  though  there  are  many  flaws  in  both  warp  and  woof.  I 
thank  God  for  the  blessing  this  missionary  work  has  been  to  me  this 
year.  Please  still  remember  me  in  your  prayers." 

The  superintendent  of  Juvenile  Work  sounded  a  note  of  triumph 
and  praise  that  the  amount  raised  by  the  children  was  so  largely  in 
excess  over  the  previous  year,  the  reports  indicating  also  a  growing 
and  healthy  condition  in  their  work.  The  Chinese  Banner  was  awarded 
to  the  Bright  Jewels  of  Laurinburg  for  raising  the  most  money  per 
capita,  and  the  Bright  Jewels  of  Memorial  Church  (Main  Street), 
Durham,  had  won  both  the  Korean  and  Brazilian  Banners  for  raising 
the  largest  amount  of  money  and  having  the  largest  increase  in  mem- 
bership. The  Brazilian  Banner  was  not  on  hand,  so  Miss  Pescud  pre- 
sented as  a  substitute  a  souvenir  wedding  pillow  case  from  Brazil. 
Mrs.  Hendren  reported  a  gift  of  $75.00  from  an  unknown  friend 
who  was  interested  in  the  Mary  Black  Hospital  work  and  desired  to 
help  it.  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson  offered  a  resolution  which  was  adopted 
and  embodied  as  a  recommendation  in  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Juvenile  Work,  "That  a  separate  department  for  boys  be  created 
in  the  Juvenile  Work  and  that  the  name  given  them  be  Junior  Lay- 
men." 

The  conference  rejoiced  in  the  presence  of  Miss  Mary  Pescud  at 
home  on  furlough  from  Brazil.  In  response  to  the  appeal  of  Mrs. 
Swindell,  for  money  to  buy  a  sewing  machine  for  her,  $34.85  was 
secured  in  cash  and  pledges. 

Mrs.  Swindell  announced  the  marriage  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Davis 
in  Brazil,  to  Rev.  W.  G.  Borchers,  a  missionary  of  the  Parent  Board. 
"She  was  faithful  and  true  while  under  our  Board,  and  we  have  lost 
one  of  our  most  efficient  workers.  She  has  opportunity  still  to  work 
for  the  Master  in  the  field  of  her  choice." 

Nine  missionaries  were  supported  during  the  year,  the  Bright 
Jewels  having  raised  more  than  the  salary  of  one  for  Mary  Black 
Hospital.  The  pledge  had  been  paid  in  full,  the  grand  total  of  all 
moneys  raised  being  in  excess  of  any  previous  year. 

Officers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  R.  A.  Willis,  Elizabeth  City j  vice-president,  Mrs. 
Thomas  Person,  Greenville;  corresponding-  secretary,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell,  Wil- 
son; recording  secretary,  Miss  Blanche  Fentress,  Wilmington;  treasurer,  Mrs. 
B.  B.  Adams,  Four  Oaks;  juvenile  work,  Mrs.  L.  M.  Hendren,  New  Bern. 

District  Secretaries:  Raleigh  District,  Mrs.  F.  B.  McKinne  of  Louisburg; 
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Durham,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Wooten  of  Durham  ;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  M.  Jessie  Simpson 
of  Fayetteville ;  Rockingham,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Ray  of  Laurinburg;  Wilmington,  Mrs. 
D.  W.  Bullock  of  Wilmington  j  New  Bern,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Dey  of  Beaufort ;  Wash- 
ington, Mrs.  J.  L.  Home  of  Rocky  Mount ;  Warrenton,  Mrs.  K.  P.  Black  of 
Littleton  5  Elizabeth' City,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Blanchard  of  Hertford. 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Snipes  was  appointed  assistant  recording  secretary; 
Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  assistant  in  Juvenile  Work;  and  Mrs.  B.  F. 
Dixon  and  Mrs.  T.  H.  Street,  editor  and  assistant  editor  of  Advocate 
columns. 

New  Auxiliaries 

Mary  Steele,  Rockingham,  May,  1910.  On  the  3rd  of  May,  1910,  Mrs. 
W.  P.  Webb  organized  a  Young  People's  Society  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Woman's  Society,  Rockingham,  naming  it  for  the  pioneer  treasurer  of  that 
auxiliary.  Mrs.  Sam  Steele,  Mrs.  Walter  Thomas,  Mrs.  L.  J.  Bell,  and  Misses 
Annie  Steele,  Jennie  Baldwin,  Georgia  and  Louise  Biggs  were  the  charter  mem- 
bers, Mrs.  Thomas  being  the  first  president,  and  Miss  Georgia  Biggs  the  vice- 
president.  Miss  Biggs  was  several  times  district  secretary  in  both  Home  and  For- 
eign Missionary  Conference  Societies,  and  while  holding  these  offices  was  instru- 
mental in  organizing  children's,  young  people's,  and  adult  auxiliaries  in  the 
Rockingham  District. — Mrs.  T.  C.  Pegram. 

Roseboro,  1910.  There  are  no  records,  of  this  society  available,  but  it  is 
believed  to  have  been  organized  by  the  district  secretary  in  August  of  1909  or 
1910,  with  these  members:  Mrs.  J.  M.  Hall,  president;  Mesdames  M.  M.  Hall, 
D.  W.  Culbreth,  Iola  Spell,  and  Miss  Florence  Parker.  A  Children's  Society  was 
organized  in  1915,  of  which  both  Mrs.  Gladys  Herring  and  Mrs.  W.  A.  Baggett 
have  been  leaders,  with  Meda  and  Flonnie  Spell,  Jerona  Mae  Baggett,  and  Mary 
Hoyle  as  members.  In  1920  Mrs.  P.  M.  White  organized  a  Young  People's 
Society  with  Meda  and  Flonnie  Spell,  Tera  and  Thelma  Starling,  Mary  Hoyle, 
and  Jerona  Mae  Baggett  among  the  members.  The  adult  auxiliary  has  responded 
well  to  the  special  calls  made  upon  it,  as  well  as  meeting  its  regular  obligations. 
—Mrs.  J.  M.  Hall. 

1911  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 
The  year  had  been  one  of  change  and  re-adjustment,  and  to  that 
cause  was  attributed  the  fact  that  the  pledge  had  not  been  paid  in  full, 
though  the  largest  total  amount  had  been  secured  that  had  ever  before 
been  reported,  and  the  pledge  paid  had  been  almost  sufficient  to  support 
twelve  missionaries  on  the  foreign  field.  "Only  thirty-five  mission 
study  classes,  including  all  societies,  had  been  reported  for  the  entire 
conference." 

Miss  Pescud  had  returned  to  Brazil,  and  Miss  Lamb  had  been 
called  home  on  account  of  the  illness  of  her  father,  who  had  died 
"on  the  3rd  of  this  month  (May).  All  our  hearts  go  out  in  sympathy 
to  her  as  this  dear  fatherless  young  woman  tries  to  comfort  her  be- 
reaved mother  as  she  whispers  to  her  a  word  of  comfort  out  of  her  own 
aching  heart."  Miss  Ida  Hankins  of  Wilmington,  had  completed  the 
Bible  course  at  Scarritt,  had  been  accepted,  consecrated,  and  recom- 
mended for  appointment  to  Korea. 

Ida  Hankins 

"Grace  Church,  Wilmington,  Wilmington  District,  has  had  one  of  her  own 
girls  on  the  foreign  field  since  1911,  the  14th  of  September.  Ida  Hankins  re- 
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ceiyed  her  early  training  in  the  Bright  Jewels,  and  the  Junior  and  Senior  Mission- 
ary Societies  of  the  Church.  While  attending  the  North  Carolina  College  for 
Women,  in  Greensboro,  she  had  several  good  courses  in  Bible  and  mission  study, 
and  in  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  received  more  training  in  Christian  service.  Upon  her 
return  home,  after  having  been  graduated  from  college,  she  entered  heartily  into 
the  work  of  the  Sunday  school  and  the  Epworth  League,  with  no  other  thought 
than  to  serve  in  the  place  where  she  was,  which,  with  her  work  in  the  public 
schools,  seemed  to  fully  satisfy  her  desire  for  service.  Under  the  influence,  how- 
ever, of  a  series  of  missionary  sermons  by  her  pastor,  Rev.  N.  M.  Watson,  setting 
forth  the  great  need  for  trained  teachers  on  the  foreign  field,  she  felt  her  definite 
call,  and  answered  it.  She  applied  to  the  Woman's  Board  and  was  accepted.  After 
one  year  at  Scarritt,  she  was  sent  to  Korea.  She  arrived  in  Fusan  on  the  14th  of 
September,  1911,  going  immediately  to  Wonsan  to  attend  the  annual  meeting 
where  she  was  appointed  to  Seoul  for  language  study.  She  was  teacher  and 
principal  in  Carolina  Institute,  Seoul,  during  her  first  five  years  of  service,  work- 
ing also  in  the  Department  of  Woman's  Work,  Cha  Kyo,  Day  Schools.  When 
she  returned  in  1917,  after  her  year  of  furlough,  it  was  as  vice-principal,  to 
Mary  Helm  School,  Songdo.  With  the  exception  of  one  year  when  she  was 
called  home  by  the  last  illness  of  her  mother,  she  has  been  at  Mary  Helm  School, 
finding  happiness  in  the  consciousness  of  God's  presence  with  her  in  the  place 
to  which  He  called  her,  and  encouragement  in  seeing  the  results  of  her  work 
in  the  rapid  mental  and  spiritual  development  of  the  girls  she  teaches.  She  is 
greatly  loved  and  honored  by  her  district,  which  is  justly  proud  of  her." — Mrs. 
E.  R.  Clarke. 

"The  Korean  Urn" 

Miss  Mattie  Ivey,  of  the  Texas  Conference,  one  of  the  mission- 
aries supported  on  the  field  by  this  conference  society,  at  home  in  1911 
on  her  first  furlough,  was  an  honored  visitor  at  the  annual  meeting  in 
New  Bern.  In  accordance  with  a  custom  of  long  standing,  of  making 
gifts  to  certain  ones,  as  expressions  of  love  and  personal  interest,  Mrs. 
R.  A.  Willis,  in  behalf  of  the  conference  and  friends,  presented  to 
Miss  Ivey  "a  beautiful  watch  and  fob  chain."  Later  in  the  session, 
"Miss  Ivey,  through  Miss  Elizabeth  Lamb,  gave  to  the  conference 
society  a  Korean  brass  vessel"  from  Carolina  College,  Seoul,  Korea, 
her  field  of  service. 

That  "Korean  brass  vessel"  is  the  "Korean  Urn,"  so  greatly  covet- 
ed by  the  districts  now,  awarded  as  it  is  each  year  to  the  district  having 
most  Honor  Roll  Auxiliaries.  In  1922,  Mrs.  R.  A.  Willis,  who  had 
been  its  custodian  since  1911,  sent  it  back  to  the  conference  by  Mrs. 
N.  H.  D.  Wilson  with  this  message: 

"This  little  Korean  urn  carries  with  it  loving  greetings  to  my  comrades  now 
assembled  in  annual  session  with  the  good  people  of  Washington.  May  the  work 
of  this  session  be  the  crowning  event  in  the  history  of  our  organization.  As  you 
review  the  work  of  the  past  and  inaugurate  plans  and  purposes  for  the  coming 
year,  may  the  Holy  Spirit  be  present  in  power  to  indite  every  petition,  to  prompt 
every  utterance,  and  bring  you  to  wise  and  proper  conclusions  as  regards  any 
problem  brought  to  your  attention. 

"At  the  memorable  conference  in  1911,  when  we  met  in  New  Bern,  we 
had  with  us  Miss  Mattie  Ivey,  a  consecrated  missionary,  then  on  furlough  from 
her  work  in  Korea.  I  believe  she  was  connected  with  the  Lucy  Cuninggim  Home 
and  School,  the  very  mention  of  which  was  an  inspiration  to  our  conference. 
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We  felt  that  it  was  our  very  own.  Her  utterances  so  pleased,  instructed,  and 
fascinated  our  women,  that  we  wanted  to  give  expression  to  our  feeling  by 
making  her  a  much  needed  and  very  greatly  appreciated  gift.  Her  heart  over- 
flowed with  gratitude,  and  at  the  following  service  she  stepped  to  the  platform, 
in  her  hand  she  held  this  unique  specimen  of  Korean  handwork,  which  she  in 
fitting  words  presented  to  our  society.  It  should  have  been  doing  its  work  all 
these  years,  but  like  many  loving  instruments,  it  did  not  find  its  place;  but  now 
I  trust  is  the  time  when  it  will  find  its  rightful  place,  where  encouragement  is 
needed  to  strengthen  zeal,  and  prompt  each  auxiliary  to  higher  endeavor.  Miss 
Ivey's  last  injunction  was,  'Don't  polish'." — Mrs.  R.  A.  Willis. 

A  purse  was  presented  as  a  love  gift  to  Miss  Lamb,  from  the  con- 
ference society  and  her  friends,  at  this  annual  meeting.  Miss  Lamb 
and  Miss  Ivey  made  interesting  and  enlightening  talks  on  the  countries 
in  which  they  were  stationed,  describing  especially  their  own  work. 
Miss  Cornelia  Clegg,  who  had  been  a  missionary  candidate  of  the 
conference,  had  been  "wooed  and  won"  by  Rev.  F.  S.  Love,  who  was 
one  of  the  visiting  ministers  that  year. 

The  Resignation  of  Mrs.  Hendren 

At  the  close  of  her  annual  report  of  Juvenile  Work,  which  she 
said  was  not  so  good  as  it  was  the  year  before,  and  in  which  she  an- 
nounced the  winning  of  the  Chinese  Banner  by  the  Pantego  Bright 
Jewels,  the  Korean  Banner  by  the  Laurinburg  Band,  and  the  Brazilian 
Banner  by  the  Roxboro  children,  the  conference,  with  genuine  sor- 
row, heard  the  resignation  of  Mrs.  Hendren,  their  dear  "Aunt  Lizzie." 
She  said:  "From  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Black  of  blessed  memory,  this 
work  came  to  me  seventeen  years  ago,  and  now,  after  that  term  of 
service,  I  feel  that  the  time  has  come  for  me  to  give  it  up  into  younger, 
stronger  hands.  Not  that  I  have  grown  weary  or  my  love  for  the  work 
diminished.  On  the  contrary  both  increase  as  the  years  go  by,  but  I 
am  convinced  that  in  order  to  reach  its  highest  efficiency,  it  should  be 
directed  in  a  more  aggressive  manner,  and  this  I  am  not  physically 
able  to  do — so  I  commit  it  to  you,  my  sisters,  as  a  sacred  trust,  implor- 
ing you  to  nurture  and  cultivate  this  tender  plant  in  the  Lord's  vine- 
yard, that,  as  it  grows  and  increases  in  strength,  its  leaves  may  be  for 
the  healing  of  the  nations,  and  under  its  wide  spreading  branches  may 
come  many  to  find  that  rest  promised  by  the  Saviour  to  the  weary  and 
heavy  laden — and  from  the  children  now  being  trained  to  love  and 
work  for  missions  may  there  come  into  your  ranks  many  strong  and 
valiant  ones  to  help  you  fight  the  battles  yet  to  be  waged  against  the 
strongholds  of  superstition  and  idolatry." 

Mrs.  Hendren  had  won  her  way  into  the  hearts  of  the  women 
and  children  of  the  conference,  possessing  their  confidence,  loyalty,  and 
love  to  an  unusual  extent.  It  was  voted  to  accept  her  resignation  only 
"on  condition  that  she  be  appointed  the  honorary  life  superintendent 
and  advisor  of  the  Juvenile  Work  and  that  she  continue  to  contribute 
her  letter  to  the  Raleigh  Christian  Advocate." 
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"Mrs.  L.  M.  Hendren" 

"Lizzie  Mayhew,  Mrs.  L.  M.  Hendren,  while  in  Greensboro  Female  College, 
1854-55,  received  her  earliest  missionary  impressions  from  Ellen  Morphis,  after- 
wards Mrs.  M.  L.  Wood  of  China,  a  teacher  who  held  weekly  prayer  meetings 
for  the  girls,  and  frequently  emphasized  the  importance  of  foreign  missions, 
expressing  her  desire  to  become  a  foreign  missionary.  These  impressions  never 
left  Mrs.  Hendren.  When  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  South,  was  organized,  she  joined  an  auxiliary  as  soon  as  possible.  Family 
ties  prevented  her  entering  actively  into  the  work,  but,  in  1882,  she  organized 
an  auxiliary  in  Cary,  and  was  made  its  president.  Her  recognized  consecration, 
ability,  and  endowment  as  a  leader,  made  her  one  of  the  foremost  women  in  the 
North  Carolina  Conference  Woman's  Missionary  Society. 

"Before  the  death  of  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black,  organizer,  and  superintendent  of 
Bright  Jewels,  in  October,  1893,  she  expressed  a  desire  that  Mrs.  Hendren  might 
become  her  successor.  She  was  elected  superintendent  of  Juvenile  Work  by  the 
conference  of  1894,  confirming  the  previous  action  of  the  Executive  Committee 
called  together  especially  to  take  action  upon  the  death  of  Mrs.  Black  and  to 
fill  the  two  offices  she  had  held.  Mrs.  Hendren  filled  this  office  most  acceptably 
and  successfully,  as  the  growth  of  the  work  indicated,  until  the  infirmities  of 
age  caused  her  to  resign.  After  severance  as  a  conference  officer,  she  attended 
the  annual  meetings  when  health  would  permit — the  last,  the  one  held  in  Kinston 
in  1916.  Her  counsel  and  wisdom  were  sought  on  all  questions  of  importance. 
Having  located  in  New  Bern,  she  was  elected  vice-president  of  Centenary  Aux- 
iliary. In  1894  she  was  elected  its  president  to  succeed  Mrs.  R.  A.  Willis,  serving 
for  thirty  years  most  efficiently  and  zealously  until  from  a  sick  bed  she  sent  in 
her  resignation.  She  was  then  made  president  emeritus. 

"It  may  be  said  that  at  this  time  the  cause  of  woman's  missionary  work  for 
women  at  home  and  in  foreign  lands  is  the  master  passion  of  her  life.  To  this 
work  she  has  given  lavishly  of  her  extraordinary  gifts  of  mind,  body,  and  soul. 
Though  feeble  in  body  at  the  present  time,  she  watches  with  keenest  interest 
every  move  in  this  work,  both  local  and  world  wide. 

"In  1920  the  name  of  Centenary  Auxiliary  was  changed  to  that  of  the 
Elizabeth  Hendren  Auxiliary,  as  an  expression  of  the  appreciation,  honor,  and 
love  felt  for  her  by  the  auxiliary.  In  192  7  her  auxiliary  placed  her  beloved 
name  in  the  Bennett  Book  of  Remembrance  at  Scarritt  College.  On  the  29th  of 
April,  192  7,  she  celebrated  her  ninetieth  birthday,  having  been  born  in  1  837  on 
the  1st  of  May.  Present  to  do  her  honor  were  many  kinsfolk  and  friends,  among 
them  her  own  son,  his  daughter  and  her  son,  thus  making  four  generations  of  the 
family  celebrating.  Amidst  a  bower  of  roses  and  other  spring  flowers,  she  re- 
ceived in  a  most  gracious  manner.  Her  radiant  face  was  an  inspiration  to  her 
loved  ones  and  friends  as,  with  assistance,  she  cut  the  beautiful  birthday  cake 
with  ninety  candles  thereon.  Though  too  feeble  in  health  longer  to  labor  active- 
ly, this  noble  woman  is  still  by  her  wisdom,  her  example,  and  her  prayers,  a 
power  in  our  work." — Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott,  New  Bern. 

His  work  must  at  times  be  laid  down  by  His  servants,  for  one 
reason  or  another,  but  it  must  go  on,  and  our  Lord  always  has  in  readi- 
ness an  Elisha  upon  whom  may  fall  the  mantle  of  His  Elijahs.  In  this 
instance  He  had  had  in  training  since  her  early  childhood,  one  who 
was  destined  to  wear  this  mantle  of  the  supervision  of  the  children 
for  many  years;  one,  who,  in  her  own  sweetness  and  goodness,  would 
win  the  love  and  confidence  of  the  children  because  she  loved  them  so 
dearly  for  themselves  that  she  coveted  them  for  her  Lord  and  His 
service;  one  who,  through  many  years,  has  been  identified  with  the 
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conference  in  its  annual  meetings,  in  an  especial  identification  with 
the  children's  work,  upon  whom  Mrs.  Hendren  had  learned  to  lean 
for  help;  one  who  had  been  a  pioneer  of  pioneers,  in  that  she  was  an 
active  charter  member  of  the  first  missionary  society  in  this  conference 
— Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  who,  as  Minnie  Mangum,  was  a  member 
of  that  Child's  Missionary  Society  organized  in  Chapel  Hill,  in  1877, 
by  Mrs.  Joseph  B.  Martin. 

Officers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  R.A.  Willis,  Elizabeth  City;  vice-president,  Mrs. 
T.  A.  Person,  Greenville;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell,  Wilson; 
recording  secretary,  Miss  Blanche  Fentress,  Wilmington;  treasurer,  Mrs.  B.  B. 
Adams,  Four  Oaks;  juvenile  work,  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  Wilmington;  emeritus 
superintendent  Juvenile  Work,  Mrs.  L.  M.  Hendren,  New  Bern. 

District  Secretaries:  Durham  District,  Mrs.  T.  H.  Street  of  Roxboro; 
Elizabeth  City,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Reed  of  Hertford;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  M.  J.  Simpson 
of  Fayetteville;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  H.  J.  Faison  of  Faison;  New  Bern  emeritus, 
Mrs.  C.  P.  Dey  of  Beaufort;  Raleigh,  Mrs.  F.  B.  McKinne  of  Louisburg; 
Rockingham,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Ray  of  Laurinburg;  Warrenton,  Mrs.  K.  P.  Black  of 
Littleton;  Washington,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Home  of  Rocky  Mount;  Wilmington,  Mrs. 
D.  W.  Bullock  of  Wilmington. 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Snipes  was  appointed  assistant  recording  secretary.  On  account  of 
a  recent  illness,  Mrs.  B.  F.  Dixon,  who,  from  thje  first  had  been  the  editor  of 
the  Advocate  columns,  found  it  impossible  to  undertake  the  work  for  the  coming 
year,  and  Mrs.  A.  M.  Gates  of  Durham  was  appointed  conference  editor,  Mrs. 
T.  A.  Person  of  Greenville,  superintendent  of  Young  People's  Work. 

New  Auxiliary 

Hamlet,  1911.  Mrs.  S.  T.  Moyle  organized  our  auxiliary  in  March,  1911, 
with  these  members:  Mesdames  S.  T.  Moyle,  T.  P.  Wood,  W.  N.  Cosby,  W.  R. 
Davis,  White,  Marvin  Nash,  L.  L.  Nash,  O.  T.  Goodwin,  Witt,  Hugh  Purvis, 
Frank  Shortridge,  J.  H.  Jordan,  Hugh  Smith,  B.  W.  Pegram,  and  A.  S.  Cowan. 
Our  auxiliary  has  done  splendid  work.  From  the  Young  People  under  its  super- 
vision, have  volunteered  for  missionary  service  Euline  Smith,  now  in  Korea; 
Vance  Thompson,  now  in  training  to  be  a  medical  missionary;  and  Dora  Kendall 
(deceased),  for  whom  the  society  was  named.  This  Young  People's  Society  was 
organized  by  Mrs.  W.  A.  Williams.  Mrs.  A.  G.  Powers,  one  of  our  members, 
was  secretary  of  the  Rockingham  District  for  several  years. — Mrs.  H.  J.  Shoe- 
maker. 

1912  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 
For  the  first  time  since  the  organization  of  the  Woman's  Mission- 
ary Society  in  1878,  Miss  Blanche  Fentress,  the  faithful  recording 
secretary,  was  not  present  to  call  the  roll  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
1912.  The  corresponding  secretary  read  a  letter  from  her  explaining 
her  absence  on  account  of  illness.  Later,  her  resignation  was  received. 
A  rising  vote  of  regret  at  her  absence  was  taken,  and  the  acting  secre- 
tary instructed  to  send  a  telegram  expressing  the  love  of  the  confer- 
ence for  her. 

In  her  annual  report  Mrs.  Swindell  announced  that  after  consul- 
tation with  some  of  the  conference  women  who  were  at  Council,  she 
had  "obtained  from  the  Council  the  privilege  to  be  given  the  Woman's 
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Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  to 
establish,  support,  and  name  a  day  school  in  the  foreign  field  to  be 
called  the  'Blanche  E.  Fentress  School,'  in  honor  of  our  faithful 
recording  secretary,  who  after  thirty-four  years  constant  service  has 
retired  from  office." 

"Blanche  Elizabeth  Fentress" 

"And  now  it  is  said  that  the  good  women  are  to  build  the  Blanche  Fentress 
School  as  one  of  our  mission  agencies  in  the  foreign  field.  A  more  fitting  thing 
could  not  be  done,  a  more  worthy  memorial  could  not  be  built.  Was  there  ever 
a  capacious  soul  that  took  more  of  the  great  world  into  its  love  than  hers?  And 
was  there  ever  a  life  that  gave  itself  more  unselfishly  to  the  world's  redemption? 
And  did  Jesus  ever  have  a  friend  that  thought  more  pleasantly  upon  His  Name, 
or  that  tried  more  earnestly  to  fill  out  the  beautiful  dreams  that  were  in  His 
heart?  And  did  He  ever  have  a  servant  that  was  more  concerned  to  do  the 
things  that  He  commanded?  I  know  of  no  other  name  that  carries  with  it  a 
greater  honor  and  that  would  more  nearly  represent  the  work  of  Christ. 

"I  was  twice  her  pastor,  and  among  all  the  gentle  spirits  that  I  have  known, 
I  have  never  known  one  that  I  thought  was  closer  akin  to  God  or  that  was 
fashioned  in  nearer  likeness  to  Him.  Her  heart  seemed  to  me  to  be  a  pleasant 
and  well  kept  garden  where  things  beautiful  come  into  full  flower,  and  where 
no  serpent  or  unclean  thing  ever  lurked.  I  can  not  think  that  the  shadow  of  an 
evil  thought  ever  crossed  the  doorway  of  her  soul.  By  pureness,  by  knowledge,  by 
kindness,  by  love  unfringed,  by  honor,  by  good  report  she  approved  herself  the 
servant  of  our  God  to  all  who  knew  her. 

"The  work  that  she  did  was  done  with  academic  accuracy,  and  with  a  full- 
ness and  a  grace  that  is  rarely  seen.  It  was  the  finished  work  of  the  artist  thor- 
oughly in  love  with  her  task.  I  have  never  seen  any  thing  finer.  And  think  of 
her  personality,  what  charm,  what  refinement,  what  grace,  what  sweetness! 
Take  her  all  in  all,  I  have  never  known  a  soul  that  seemed  to  me  to  be  more 
in  love  with  Christ,  or  that  was  more  completely  set  apart  to  His  service.  I  am 
glad  that  the  memory  of  her  sweet  life  is  to  be  perpetuated  in  our  institution 
bearing  her  name,  upon  the  distant  frontier  of  the  Kingdom." — Rev.  John  N. 
Cole,  of  Raleigh,  in  the  Raleigh  Christian  Advocate. 

The  work  of  the  year  had  been  accomplished  in  ten  months  on 
account  of  the  change  made  in  the  fiscal  year  to  make  it  conform  to 
the  calendar  year.  The  pledge  was  not  paid  in  full,  but  "more  money 
for  all  purposes  was  raised  in  the  ten  months  than  had  ever  before  been 
raised  in  twelve,  more  missionaries  and  more  scholarships  supported." 
Twenty  new  Adult  Auxiliaries,  and  ten  new  Young  People's  Societies, 
and  eight  new  Bright  Jewels  Bands  had  been  organized. 

The  Bright  Jewels,  under  their  new  superintendent,  Mrs.  N.  H.  D. 
Wilson,  made  the  best  report  of  their  history.  "The  banner  district," 
she  said,  "is  the  Rockingham  District,  but  the  Raleigh  District  follows 
close  behind.  Laurinburg  Band  gets  two  banners — the  one  for  raising 
the  greatest  amount  of  money,  and  the  one  for  raising  the  greatest 
amount  per  member.  Morehead  City  gets  the  banner  for  the  greatest 
number  of  new  members."  In  her  annual  report  the  corresponding 
secretary  said  of  the  Juvenile  Work:  "Notwithstanding  the  short 
year  of  only  ten  months,  the  Bright  Jewels  have  more  than  met  their 
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full  year's  obligations,  surely  carrying  off  the  honors,  much  to  the 
joy  of  their  new  leader.  Their  'Aunt  Lizzie'  realizes  that  she  made 
no  mistake  in  selecting  her  own  successor,  and  no  one  rejoices  over 
their  success  more  than  she.  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson  adjusted  herself 
at  once  to  the  harness,  and  went  to  work  accomplishing  things."  A 
Cuban  flag,  made  by  students  of  Littleton  College,  was  presented  to 
the  conference  to  take  the  place  of  the  Brazilian  flag  which  had  been 
lost,  by  the  six  Cuban  girls  themselves. 

Mrs.  T.  A.  Person,  the  superintendent  of  Young  People,  reported 
but  little  success.  She  had  made  the  effort,  but  had  not  succeeded,  she 
said,  in-enlisting  the  young  people  of  the  conference  as  she  had  hoped. 
"Being  young  herself,  and  full  of  energy,  she  had  expected  the  young 
people  would  cheerfully  respond  to  her  appeal,  but  she  realizes  more 
might  have  been  accomplished  had  she  not  been  handicapped  by  her 
protracted  and  necessary  absence  from  the  state.  Her  heart  was  in  the 
work,  but  because  of  the  situation  she  could  not  travel  and  campaign 
for  it." 

Miss  Alice  Green  of  Jonesboro,  "a  charming  young  woman,"  had 
asked  for  a  recommendation  from  the  conference  for  a  foreign  ap- 
pointment,'which  was  gladly  given,  and,  at  its  request,  the  Warrenton 
District  was  granted  the  privilege  of  supporting  her.  She  was  conse- 
crated at  Council  and  appointed  to  work  in  China. 

Miss  Alice  Green 

"Alice  Green  was  born  in  Chatham  County,  near  Goldston,  N.  C.  Her  own 
home  having  been  broken  up  by  the  death  of  her  parents,  she  makes  her  home 
when  in  this  country  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  A.  T.  Lambeth,  in  Jonesboro,  visiting 
also  her  only  brother,  W.  B.  Green,  who  lives  in  Graham.  She  received  her 
collegiate  education  at  Littleton  College,  over  which  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Rhodes 
presided  so  splendidly  until  it  was  burned  some  years  ago.  It  was  said  of  this 
college  that  no  girl  dared  to  enter  there,  unless  she  were  willing  to  risk,  under 
the  spiritual  influence  pervading  it,  having  to  make  the  decision  for  or  against 
life  service  as  a  missionary  in  either  foreign  or  home  fields.  Since  1912  it  has 
been  the  privilege  of  Alice  Green  to  witness  for  Christ  in  China.  Her  work  has 
been  primarily  evangelistic,  with  a  close  touch  with  the  young  women  of  China, 
especially  among  the  government  students.  She  has  been  stationed  at  Chang-chow. 
In  1926  she  was  spending  the  closing  months  of  her  furlough  studying  at  Scar- 
ritt  and  Peabody,  and  doing  quite  a  bit  of  observation  work  at  the  different 
churches  and  social  centers  in  Nashville,  looking  forward  with  eagerness  to  re- 
turning to  her  work  in  China  in  the  summer  or  autumn.  In  the  latter  part  of 
192  7  she  was  still  in  Shanghai,  but  directing  the  work  in  Chang-chow,  to  which 
she  hoped  to  return  that  fall,  through  visits  from  the  native  workers  and  by 
correspondence,  for  at  the  time  of  her  last  writing,  the  Chinese  soldiers  were 
in  her  little  home  and  churches  and  hospitals.  She  had  little  hope  of  ever  getting 
much  from  the  wreck,  but  was  not  worrying  over  it." — Mrs.  A.  T.  Lambet/i,  1927 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Council 
"At  this,  the  second  annual  session  of  the  Council,  the  delegation 
was  very  large,  having  increased  to  that  extent,"  Mrs.  Swindell  said 
in  her  report,  "that  it  was  thought  best  that  it  be  self-entertaining  here- 
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after.  A  resolution  to  that  effect  was  offered  and  adopted."  The  plan 
of  entertainment  fixed  for  the  Council  members,  was  that  the  expenses 
of  the  entertainment  of  the  Executive  Committee  at  the  annual  meet- 
ings of  the  Council  should  be  met  from  the  general  treasury;  the 
expenses  of  the  conference  representatives  should  be  met  from  their 
conference  treasuries;  and  the  deaconesses,  missionaries,  speakers  and 
Council  guests  should  be  entertained  by  those  extending  the  invitation 
to  the  Council.  "While  we  had  a  laborious  session  it  was  a  harmonious 
one.  Mrs.  Cobb  reported  that  twenty  conferences  have  been  united 
since  the  last  meeting.  Others  are  anticipating  the  time  when  both 
departments  would  realize  that  union  is  desirable.  Still  others'  firmly 
believe  that  the  best  interests  of  the  work  may  be  conserved  by  remain- 
ing separate.  At  the  last  Council  session  it  was  said  a  forced  union 
was  not  desirable." 

In  order  that  the  reports  might  be  made  correctly  and  without  con- 
fusion, Mrs.  Swindell  recommended  that  departmental  officers  in 
conference  and  auxiliaries  be  elected  to  conform  to  the  new  constitu- 
tion and  by-laws,  to  carry  on  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices.  The 
officers  were  not  elected  as  easily  as  usual,  the  greatest  difficulty  being 
in  filling  the  offices  of  vice-presidents,  but  the  final  result  was  as 
follows: 

Officers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  R.  A.  Willis,  Elizabeth  City;  1st  vice-president, 
Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson ;  2nd  vice-president,  Miss  Nettie  Allen,  Henderson}  3rd 
vice-president,  Miss  Amma  Graham,  Warrenton;  4th  vice-president,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Neal,  Laurinburg;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell,  Wilson ;  re- 
cording secretary,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Snipes,  Roxboro;  emeritus  secretary,  Miss  Blanche 
Fentress,  Wilmington;  treasurer,  Mrs.  B.  B.  Adams,  Four  Oaks;  juvenile  emeri- 
tus, Mrs.  L.  M.  Hendren,  New  Bern. 

District  Secretaries :  Durham  District,  Mrs.  T.  H.  Street  of  Roxboro;  Eliza- 
beth City,  Mrs.  J.  N.  Winslow  of  Elizabeth  City;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  M.  Jessie 
Simpson  of  Fayetteville;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  H.  J.  Faison  of  Faison;  emeritus, 
Mrs.  C.  P.  Dey  of  Beaufort;  Raleigh,  Mrs.  F.  B.  McKinne  of  Louisburg; 
Rockingham,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Ray  of  Laurinburg-;  Warrenton,  Mrs.  K.  P.  Black  of 
Littleton;  Washington,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Home  of  Rocky  Mount;  Wilmington,  Mrs. 
D.  W.  Bullock  of  Wilmington;  superintendent  of  press  work,  Mrs.  T.  H.  Street 
of  Roxboro. 

According  to  the  new  constitution  for  the  united  societies,  the  vice-presidents 
in  their  order  had  supervision  over  Children's  Work,  Young  People's  Work,  Stew- 
ardship and  Study,  and  Social  Service. 

New  Auxiliaries 

Yanceyvilley  1912,  April.  Our  society  was  organized  in  April,  1912,  by  Mrs. 
J.  E.  Blalock,  who  was  elected  its  president;  Mrs.  T.  P.  Womack,  vice-president; 
and  the  other  charter  members  were  Mesdames  S.  V.  Harrelson,  T.  J.  Hatchett, 
H.  S.  Turner,  and  Misses  Carrie  Slade  and  Alice  Harrelson.  These  seven  mem- 
bers did  good  work  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Blalock,  the  president  for  two 
years.  She  was  succeeded  by  Mrs.  T.  P.  Womack  who  served  three  years.  Several 
members  were  added  during  that  time,  and  the  efforts  of  Mrs.  Womack  were 
.ably  seconded  by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  E.  Freeman,  returned  missionaries  from 
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Korea,  Mr.  Freeman  being  pastor  of  the  Yanceyville  charge.  During  the  four 
years  pastorate  of  Rev.  S.  F.  Nicks,  from  1918,  Mrs.  Nicks  was  our  president 
and  was  succeeded  by  Mrs.  E.  A.  Allison.  Then  came  Mrs.  W.  C.  Merritt,  another 
pastor's  wife,  during  whose  administration,  her  daughter,  who  later  went  to 
Brazil  as  missionary,  added  new  interest  to  the  mission  work.  We  claim  the  honor 
of  sending  her  from  our  church  to  the  foreign  field.  The  society  had  grown 
during  these  sixteen  years,  to  an  enrollment  of  twenty-three  in  192  7  when  Mrs. 
J.  P.  Gwynn  was  elected  president.  Some  of  these  have  died,  however,  and  others 
moved  away,  so  that  at  this  time  we  have  only  thirteen  active  members.  Though 
few  in  numbers,  we  have  tried  to  be  faithful,  and  trust  we  have  accomplished 
something  for  the  Master. — Mary  E.  Anderson^  Secretary. 

Brooksdale,  June,  1912.  Our  auxiliary  was  organized  in  June,  1912,  by 
Mrs.  T.  H.  Street,  secretary  of  the  Durham  District.  In  a  feeble  way  we  started 
our  work,  everybody  being  new  and  inexperienced  in  it,  but  we  did  the  best  we 
knew.  The  charter  members  were  Mesdames  R.  A.  Allen,  Roger  Wilkerson, 
W.  T.  Carver,  Misses  Ruth  Brooks  (Mrs.  R.  H.  Gates),  Annie  Brooks  (Mrs. 
Arthur  Wiley),  and  Effie  Brooks  (Mrs.  G.  M.  Fox,  Jr.).  Our  society  is  still 
small,  but  the  few  we  have  are  faithful.  We  meet  regularly  and  try  to  have 
interesting  meetings.  Our  first  Children's  Society  was  organized  in  1919  by  Miss 
Mattie  Pulliam,  secretary  of  the  Durham  District,  with  these  members:  Brooks 
Carver,  Stokes  Brooks,  Margaret  Wilkerson,  Hilman  and  Bedford  Stanfield,  and 
Sadie  and  Foy  Garrett. — Mrs.  W.  T.  Carver. 

In  1912,  there  went  out  from  the  Old  North  State,  another  one 
of  her  beloved  daughters,  to  give  her  life  in  serving  her  Lord  on 
foreign  soil.  She  did  not  go  from  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  but 
as  a  great  part  of  her  splendid  young  life  had  been  spent  within  its 
bounds,  at  one  time  for  several  years  one  of  its  officers,  and  for  many 
years  one  of  its  most  faithful  and  efficient  auxiliary  women,  the  North 
Carolina  Conference  Society  still  claims  as  one  of  its  own  well  loved 
daughters, 

"Miss  Frances  Burkhead" 

"The  daughter  of  a  Methodist  minister,  born  and  reared  in  a  cultured 
Methodist  home,  where  things  spiritual  dominated  always,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  Frances  Burkhead  developed  into  fine  Christian  womanhood,  and,  with  her 
rare  qualities  of  head  and  heart,  has  made  a  rich  contribution  to  the  missionary 
cause. 

"Miss  Burkhead  spent  her  girlhood  days  in  Raleigh,  her  father,  Rev.  L.  S. 
Burkhead,  being  pastor  of  Edenton  Street  Church.  Early  in  life  she  gave  her 
life  to  God  and  united  with  the  Church,  always  taking  an  active  part  in  the  work 
of  the  Sunday  school  and  missions.  She  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Mary  Pescud 
Auxiliary  of  Raleigh,  and  served  as  its  first  recording  secretary — later  filling  the 
office  of  president  for  one  term.  She  had  the  vision  thirty-five  years  ago,  and 
saw  the  need  of  a  missionary  society  for  the  younger  women  of  the  Church,  so 
the  Mary  Pescud  Auxiliary  was  organized  'to  give  the  young  women  of  Edenton 
Street  Church  an  opportunity  to  do  missionary  work  after  the  manner  of  youth- 
ful procedure.'  The  auxiliary  has  made  Miss  Burkhead  a  life  member  of  their 
organization.  She  also  held  the  position  of  treasurer  to  the  North  Carolina  Con- 
ference Society.  Her  devotion  to  the  church  and  her  enthusiasm  for  missions, 
make  her  a  valuable  worker  in  any  task  assigned  her. 

"Combining  fine  mental  qualities  with  clear  thinking  and  sound  business 
judgment,  Miss  Burkhead  did  outstanding  work  as  a  business  woman  before  she 
entered  the  mission  field.  During  her  residence  in  Raleigh,  she  held  a  responsible 
position  with  the  Citizens  National  Bank,  and,  later  taught  the  business  course  at 
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Meredith  College.  From  Raleigh  she  went  to  Winston-Salem,  N.  C,  to  take  up 
work  with  a  Methodist  Institutional  Church,  where  her  trained  mind  and  well 
balanced  judgment  soon  won  recognition.  But — she  was  not  content  to  work  for 
material  gain  only;  her  heart  was  fixed  on  doing  some  definite  Christian  service; 
she  wanted  to  dedicate  her  life  to  God  and  be  a  worker  in  His  vineyard.  'How 
rich  are  those  who  know  the  urge  of  the  best!'  So  after  a  few  years  in  Winston- 
Salem,  Miss  Burkhead  volunteered  for  foreign  service  and  was  accepted  by  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Council,  going  to  China  in  1912,  to  become  business  mana- 
ger of  the  Moka  Garden  Embroidery  School  in  Soochow,  where  she  served  con- 
tinuously for  fifteen  years.  She  returned  to  this  country  on  furlough  in  192  7 
and  spent  some  time  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Joseph  G.  Brown,  in  Raleigh.  On  account 
of  the  unsettled  conditions  there,  Miss  Burkhead  was  not  returned  to  China,  but 
was  sent  to  Colegio  Roberts,  Saltillo,  Mexico.  After  many  years  of  service,  both 
at  home  and  on  the  foreign  field,  she  is  now  in  North  Carolina,  awaiting  an- 
other call  by  the  Council. 

"Gentle  and  modest  by  nature,  abounding  in  energy,  with  an  earnestness  that 
combats  discouragement,  and,  above  all,  keeping  her  spiritual  vision  clear  and 
untarnished,  Frances  Burkhead  has  touched  many  lives  for  good.  'Whatsoever 
things  are  lovely — think  on  these  things.'  Truly  this  thought  has  found  lodg- 
ment in  her  heart,  and  her  face  radiates  the  spiritual  glow  that  comes  from 
thinking  beautiful  thoughts  and  is  the  reflection  of  a  consecrated  personality 
dedicated  to  the  service  of  God  and  the  upbuilding  of  His  Kingdom." — Flora 
Creech  and  Sally  N.  Reese.  February  25  th,  1929. 

1913  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 
The  Woman's  Foreign  and  Home  Mission  Conference  Societies 
met  in  joint  session  in  Wilson  on  the  evening  of  the  22nd  of  Janu- 
ary, 1913,  for  a  devotional  service.  According  to  previous  arrange- 
ment the  business  of  organizing  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  from 
the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  and  the  Woman's  Home  Mission 
Societies  began  on  the  following  morning.  Since  this  chapter  is  record- 
ing only  the  foreign  work,  that  of  the  home  work  will  be  considered 
in  the  following  chapter,  and  the  combined  work  will  be  taken  up  in 
the  tenth  chapter,  in  order  to  avoid  confusion. 

"The  message  I  would  bring  to  you  today,  my  co-workers,"  Mrs.  Willis 
said  in  her  annual  address  as  president,  "is  'Lift  up  your  eyes  and  look!'  This, 
the  first  message  of  our  Lord  to  the  Disciples,  is  as  urgent  and  beautiful  today 
as  when  it  fell  from  the  Master's  lips.  It  was  the  first  lesson  on  Christian  service. 
This  same  narrowness  of  vision  that  Christ  would  have  broadened  in  His  disciples, 
is  still  strong  in  the  Church.  What  we  need  most  is  the  vision  that  will  take  in 
the  whole  world's  need.  A  missionary  organization  is  one  mouth-piece  through 
which  the  King  of  Kings  sends  messages  to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth.  .  .  . 
That  cramped,  narrow  vision  that  would  confine  us  to  this  field  or  that,  that 
would  emphasize  the  urgent  demands  and  strenuous  efforts  in  one  direction,  when 
great  and  crying  needs  are  calling  for  help  in  others,  is  a  bane  to  any  missionary 
enterprise.  .  .  .  The  fields  are  already  white.  Is  it  not  time  for  us  as  an 
organization  to  go  forward?     .    .     .     It  is  a  crucial  time.  Let  us  do  our  part. 

China  calls  for  redoubled  effort  of  the  women  of  our  Church. 
Korea,  the  wonder  of  the  world  in  evangelistic  progress,  has  by  no  means  reached 
the  goal  of  civilization.  ...  In  Brazil  and  the  other  fields  where  papal 
authority  holds  fast  her  reins  and  would  arrest  all  progress  in  Protestant  endeavor, 
there  are  calls  for  reinforcements.  .  .  .  But  with  uplifted  eyes  we  can  but 
see  the  urgent  claims  at  our  door.  It  may  be  in  your  own  neighborhood.  It  may 
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be  in  the  outskirts  of  your  town.  But  certainly  the  fields  are  white  in  the  slums 
and  congested  districts  in  cities  all  over  our  southland.  But  even  more  especially 
does  the  cry  come  up  from  our  frontier,  where  great  hosts  of  foreigners  are 
landing,  not  only  hungry  for  food  to  satisfy  physical  wants,  but  hungry  for 
food  that  will  satisfy  spiritual  needs.  Let  'Forward'  be  our  watchword.  We  have 
worked  hitherto,  but  this  new  order  of  things  calls  for  enlarged  vision.  It  calls 
for  wisdom.  Then  at  the  very  beginning  of  this  conference,  let  us  commit  our- 
selves unreservedly  to  God.  Some  one  has  said  that  in  missionary  endeavor  is 
definite  pravailing  prayer.  The  organization  of  boards  is  well  night  perfect. 
The  world  is  open.  The  unevangelized  millions  are  waiting.  Everything  is  ready 
for  the  breath  of  God  to  put  life  into  organism.  He  waits  for  definite  asking. 
Missions  prosper  most  when  God's  people  are  most  in  prayer.  We  especially  need 
His  presence  now.  Our  finite  minds  are  so  easily  blinded.  Woman's  missionary 
work,  born  by  prayer,  certainly  cannot  live  and  grow  and  do  its  share  of  service 
except  by  definite  prevailing  prayer.  On  this  body  of  Christian  workers  at  this 
crucial  time  rest  responsibilities,  wide  in  significance,  momentous  in  scope.  Let 
us  work,  watch,  and  pray,  and  we  can  leave  the  results  with  our  Great  Leader." 

In  spite  of  being  a  transition  year,  in  the  Children's  Work  it  had 
been  the  best  in  their  history.  The  pledge  for  the  Mary  Black 
Memorial  Hospital  had  been  more  than  raised.  Memorial  Church,  Dur- 
ham, had  won  the  banner  for  the  largest  amount  of  money  raised,  and 
Laurinburg  for  the  largest  amount  per  member,  while  the  banner  for 
the  greatest  increase  in  membership  was  won  by  the  Elise  Dailey  Band 
of  Hamlet.  Mrs.  Wilson  said,  "It  is  with  a  glad  and  thankful,  yet 
anxious  heart,  that  I  come  to  this  meeting.  I  am  truly  glad  that  the 
work  is  to  be  broadened,  that  the  children  are  to  be  taught  to  see  the 
need  which  is  near  as  well  as  the  need  which  is  afar.  Yet  I  can  but 
fear  that  this  may  mean  serious  loss  to  our  work  unless  it  can  be  done 
without  breaking  sacred  ties  which  have  been  our  inspiration  and  help 
through  many  years.  I  desire  that  the  work  henceforth  be  strictly  ac- 
cording to  the  plan  of  the  Council,  but,  so  far  as  that  permits,  I  plead 
for  the  preservation  of  that  which  we  have  found  helpful  through 
many  years.  Thousands  of  our  children,  and  of  us,  once  children,  now 
a  little  older  grown,  love  the  name  'Bright  Jewels';  for  over  thirty 
years  it  has  been  our  name.  We  would  keep  it  if  possible.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  name  which  limits  it  to  the  foreign  work.  Surely  the 
Master's  'Bright  Jewels'  will  shine  at  home  as  well  as  abroad."  She 
had  been  assured  by  the  Council  vice-president  in  charge  of  the  Chil- 
dren's Work,  that  there  was  no  reason  why  the  name  could  not  be 
retained  by  the  conference  if  it  so  desired,  and  she  recommended  that 
the  Baby  Division  and  the  Junior  Division  of  the  conference  society 
be  called  "Bright  Jewels";  that,  as  the  Mary  Black  Memorial  Hos- 
pital was  so  dear  to  both  the  children  and  their  lady  managers  on 
account  of  its  precious  associations,  it  be  kept  as  their  Foreign  Special 
with  a  pledge  of  $1,000.00;  and  that  a  Home  Mission  Special  of 
$666.66  2-3,  the  proportion  required  by  Council  from  the  Children's 
gifts,  be  pledged  for  their  work  in  the  home  land.  Her  third  recom- 
mendation was  that,  in  order  to  keep  in  touch  with  each  of  the  Chil- 
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dren's  Bands,  the  1st  vice-president  be  made  treasurer  also  of  the  Chil- 
dren's Work. 

The  year  1913  was  the  last  in  the  fifth  Sabbath  of  years  in  the 
Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  in  Southern  Methodism  and  in 
the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society  also.  Let  Mrs.  Swindell,  who, 
for  all  of  the  thirty-five  years  had  held  auxiliary,  district,  and  confer- 
ence official  connection  with  the  work,  tell  of  some  of  the  achievements 
of  the  conference  society,  especially  of  the  year  just  then  closing: 

"The  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  North  Carolina  Confer- 
ence has  just  closed  its  thirty-fifth  year,  and  at  the  same  time  its  organization 
as  a  Foreign  Missionary  Society.  Thirty-five  years  ago,  in  the  city  of  Charlotte, 
I  wrote  the  minutes  at  its  organization,  and  very  closely  have  I  been  allied  with 
it  since  that  memorable  day.  And  now,  I  am  making  its  last  report  as  a  Foreign 
Secretary.  As  I  am  its  only  charter  member  present,  or  in  this  conference,  I  hope 
you  will  pardon  me  for  lingering  tenderly  for  a  moment. 

"Time  turns  backward  tonight,  and  takes  me  to  that  first  annual  meeting 
of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  here  in  Wilson  in  1879,  held  under 
the  sheltering  wing  of  the  annual  conference.  A  few  timid,  praying,  hopeful 
women  gathered  to  report  the  outcome  of  our  first  year's  work — and  right  proud 
were  we  to  report  amount  raised  for  all  purposes,  $45  3.55.  Nourished  as  it 
were  by  prayer  and  sacrifice,  the  plant  grew  in  favor. 

"In  1890  when  our  annual  conference  divided  because  of  its  unwieldly  pro- 
portions, and  in  order  to  broaden  out  became  two  conferences,  the  Woman's 
Foreign  Missionary  Society  divided — making  two  good  sized  bodies,  which  have 
rapidly  grown  since  then,  the  combined  membership  in  1912  being  10,152,  and 
the  total  money  raised  the  same  year,  $31,512.30. 

"Since  our  first  annual  meeting  was  here,  it  seems  but  fitting  that  our  final 
meeting  as  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  should  be  held  in  Wilson  in 
1913.  The  passing  of  the  old  regime  brings  sadness  to  those' of  us  identified  with 
it  since  its  birth,  to  us  who  have  watched  and  tended  it  like  a  mother  her  child. 
But  the  time  for  change  has  come.  We  accept  the  decision  of  the  majority,  and 
with  loyalty  we  shall  do  our  best  to  advance  the  great  missionary  work. 

"Our  Bright  Jewels  are  not  merely  ornaments,  but  enthusiastic  workers. 
The  Pioneer  Bright  Jewels  are  fathers  and  mothers  of  the  Bright  Jewels  of  today. 
In  erecting  a  mpnument  to  their  'Aunt  Mary,'  they  have  builded  their  own. 
We  recommend  that  the  name  their  founder  gave  them,  'Bright  Jewels,'  be  con- 
tinued. 

"Our  Young  People's  Department,  containing  as  it  does  'The  Flower  of 
the  Land,'  has  not  been  developed  as  it  should  be.  The  organizations  we  have 
are  doing  well.  We  hope  that  the  second  vice-president  will  magnify  her  office 
this  year  by  thoroughly  organizing  and  planning  the  work  of  the  young  people. 
Should  this  condition  obtain  we  may  expect  great  things. 

"We  have  one  missionary  candidate  at  the  Methodist  Training  School,  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  Miss  Lillian  Moore,  of  Star.  Our  report  is  encouraging  and  in- 
spiring, showing  an  increase  of  membership,  specials,  and  finances.  There  has 
been  one  bequest  made  to  the  work,  $1,500.00  by  Mrs.  T.  H.  Gatlin." 

The  Gifts  of  the  Fifth  Sabbath  of  Years 
At  the  close  of  1913  there  were  108  Adult  Auxiliaries  with  2,679 
members;  37  Young  People's  Societies  with  730  members;  101  Junior 
Divisions  with  3,166  members;  41  Baby  Divisions  with  504  members; 
285  life  members;  20  honorary  life  members;  6  life  patrons;  926 
subscribers  to  Missionary  Voice,  410  to  Young  Christian  Worker; 
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13  missionaries  supported,  17  scholarships  and  8  Bible  women;  1 
widows'  home,  5  sub-stations,  1  hospital,  4  day  schools,  and  1  nurse 
training  school. 

Scholarships  Supported:  "Frances  and  Mary  Hay,"  Wonsan,  Korea, 
by  Centenary  Auxiliary,  New  Bern;  "Emma  Finlayson,"  Bello  Hori- 
zonte,  Brazil,  by  Faison  Auxiliary;  "Fannie  Westbrook,"  Bello  Hori- 
zonte,  Brazil,  by  Faison  Auxiliary;  "Mamie  Barrett/'  Petropolis, 
Brazil,  by  Franklinton  Young  People;  "Minnie  Mangum  Wilson," 
Porto  Alegre,  Brazil,  by  Maxton  Young  People;  "Mary  T.  Pescud," 
Rio,  Brazil,  by  Young  Woman's  Auxiliary,  Edenton  Street,  Raleigh; 
"Delia  Bobbitt,"  Soochow,  China,  by  Banks  Chapel  Auxiliary;  "Bettie 
Vann,"  Songdo,  Korea,  by  Franklinton  Young  People;  Student  in 
Japan  by  Young  People  of  Trinity  Church,  Durham;  "Emma  Page," 
Petropolis,  Brazil,  by  Rockingham  District;  "Maggie  Blades,"  Porto 
Alegre,  Brazil,  by  Elizabeth  City  Auxiliary;  "Lula  Hester  Rhodes," 
Mexico,  by  Littleton  College;  "Elizabeth  Stagg,"  Rio,  Brazil,  by 
Bright  Jewels,  Memorial  Church,  Durham;  "Lillian  Gill,"  Petropolis, 
Brazil,  by  Laurinburg  Young  People;  "Annie  Dixon,"  Wonsan, 
Korea,  by  Goldsboro  Young  People ;  "Maude  Jones,"  Soochow,  China, 
by  Red  Springs  Young  People;  "Sarah  Margaret  Barnes,"  Brazil,  by 
Maxton  Auxiliary;  "Ella  Martin  Page,"  Petropolis,  Brazil,  by  Biscoe 
Young  People;  "Clara  Martin,"  Songdo,  Korea,  by  Mrs.  Frank  Page. 

Bible  W omen  Supported:  "S.  W.  Humber,"  Soochow,  China,  by 
Mrs.  S.  W.  Humber;  "Ethel  Mercer,"  China,  by  Red  Springs  Aux- 
iliary; "Helen  Clark  Fitts,"  China,  by  Sanford  Auxiliary;  "Lou  Hill 
Davis,"  Wonsan,  Korea,  by  Louisburg  Auxiliary;  "Beatrice  Jenkins," 
Wonsan,  Korea,  by  Banks  Chapel  Auxiliary;  Bible  woman,  by  Bright 
Jewels,  Foster  Gamble;  "Elizabeth  Stanback,"  Soochow,  China,  by 
Mount  Gilead  Young  People;  "Jessie  Gray,"  Wonsan,  Korea,  by 
Lumberton  Young  People;  "Fannie  Wood  Steele,"  Wonsan,  Korea, 
by  Rockingham  Young  People. 

A  Few  of  the  Missionaries  Supported:  Miss  Madge  Hendry,  Dav- 
idson Memorial,  Soochow,  China,  by  Laurinburg  and  Young  People's 
Auxiliaries;  in  Brazil,  Miss  Mary  T.  Pescud,  Petropolis,  and  Miss 
Elizabeth  Lamb,  Porto  Alegre;  Miss  Ida  Hankins,  Seoul,  Korea;  Miss 
Annie  Clare  Bradshaw,  Huchow,  China;  Miss  Mattie  Ivey,  Seoul, 
Korea;  Miss  Elizabeth  Davis,  Rio,  Brazil,  until  her  marriage;  and 
Miss  Lillian  Moore,  missionary  candidate. 

Two  splendid  young  women  had  volunteered  for  foreign  service 
during  that  Sabbatic  year,  Misses  Ida  Hankins  and  Alice  Green,  and 
had  received  their  appointments  to  Korea  and  China,  respectively. 

Institutions  Supported:  The  Mary  Black  Hospital  by  the  Bright 
Jewels;  Nurse  Training  School,  Mary  Black  Hospital,  Soochow. 
China;  and  the  Blanche  Fentress,  Mary  Helm,  Joy  Hardie,  and  Reavis 
Day  Schools. 
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The  total  amount  raised  during  that  Sabbatic  year  was  $91,101.78, 
of  which  $7,767.21  had  been  contributed  by  the  Young  People,  and 
$12,251.15  by  the  Bright  Jewels. 

The  work  under  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council  was  manned 
on  the  foreign  field  by  125  missionaries — 44  in  China,  21  in  Korea, 
31  in  Brazil,  24  in  Mexico,  and  5  in  Cuba;  215  native  and  foreign 
helpers — 80  in  China,  50  in  Korea,  45  in  Brazil,  30  in  Mexico,  and 
10  in  Cuba;  there  were  23  boarding  schools — 6  in  China  with  1,454 
pupils,  3  in  Korea  with  108  pupils,  6  in  Brazil  with  850  pupils,  6  in 
Mexico  with  1,073  pupils,  and  2  in  Cuba  with  188  pupils;  67  day 
schools — 40  in  China  with  1,147  pupils,  25  in  Korea  with  885  pupils, 

3  in  Brazil  with  685  pupils,  and  2  in  Mexico  with  69  pupils;  there 
were  180  Bible  women — 73  in  China,  96  in  Korea,  and  1 1  in  Mexico; 

4  Bible  schools — 2  in  China,  and  2  in  Korea;  1  hospital,  in  China,  with 
6,724  patients  during  the  year;  there  were  40  buildings  owned  by 
the  board — 15  in  China,  10  in  Korea,  6  in  Brazil,  6  in  Mexico,  2  in 
Cuba,  and,  in  the  home  land,  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School;  the 
Board  rented  17  buildings— 1 0  in  China,  4  in  Brazil,  and  3  in  Mexico; 
property  owned  by  the  board  was  valued  at  $1,399,100.00 — $387,- 
100.00  in  China,  $75,000.00  in  Korea,  $275,000.00  in  Brazil,  $500,- 
000.00  in  Mexico,  $62,000.00  in  Cuba,  and  $100,000.00  in  Scarritt. 
There  were  enrolled  126,879  women,  young  people,  and  children  as 
members  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  in  5,448  aux- 
iliaries, in  37  conferences,  an  increase  of  26,993  members,  and  1,365 
auxiliaries  over  the  previous  year.  The  total  amount  raised  by  Southern 
Methodist  women  in  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  during 
its  fifth  Sabbatic  year,  was  $1,851,547.83. 

Parting  Words 

With  this  year,  1913,  the  thirty-fifth  in  the  work  of  the  women 
and  children  of  Southern  Methodism  for  women  and  children  in 
foreign  lands,  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  North 
Carolina  Conference,  ceased  to  exist  as  a  separate  organization,  to  be- 
come an  integral  part  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  an  organi- 
zation limited  as  to  the  scope  of  its  activities  only  by  the  number  of 
workers  and  the  amount  of  means  at  its  disposal.  This  was  the  name 
of  the  organization  through  which  the  women  began  their  authorized 
work  for  missions  in  1878,  though,  while  the  Nashville  and  Baltimore 
Societies  had  included  both  foreign  and  home  mission  features  in  their 
missionary  enterprises,  prior  to  that  time,  the  constitution  provided  in 
1878  for  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  limited  it  to  "enlisting 
and  uniting  the  efforts  of  women  in  the  work  of  sending  the  gospel  to 
women  in  heathen  lands."  This  scope  was  further  indicated  by  the 
insertion  of  the  word  "Foreign"  in  its  title  in  1894,  and  as  the  "Wo- 
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man's  Foreign  Missionary  Society,"  its  loyal  members  loved  it  and 
were  zealous  in  serving  their  Lord  through  it. 

Let  us  pause  to  think  tenderly  and  with  sympathy  of  those  women 
whose  hearts  clung  so  steadfastly  to  their  beloved  society  that  they 
could  hardly  bear  the  thought  of  change.  They  had  been  working 
within  it  so  many  years,  some  of  them,  even  from  its  beginning,  who 
were  instrumental  in  helping  to  bring  it  into  existence.  They  were 
not  narrow  women,  for  the  majority  of  them  were  active  members 
also  of  the  Woman's  Home  Mission  Society,  loving  that,  too,  with 
all  the  fervor  of  their  souls  for  in  it,  as  well,  they  knew  they  were 
doing  their  Lord's  work  in  obedience  to  His  last  commission.  They 
were  earnest  women.  They  were  sincere  women.  They  were  missionary 
minded  women,  devoted  and  consecrated.  But  they  could  see  only  dis- 
aster ahead  for  their  beloved  work  in  either  branch,  in  the  union  of 
the  two  societies.  And  these  women  were  not  only  in  North  Carolina, 
they  were  scattered  by  thousands  throughout  Southern  Methodism, 
from  the  officers  of  both  boards  and  conference  societies  to  the  smallest 
auxiliaries  in  the  constituency. 

One  who  loves  can  understand  and  sympathize  with  them.  Their 
hearts  were  full  of  sadness  as  at  the  laying  away  of  one  long  loved 
and  nurtured;  or,  at  the  least,  of  dire  apprehension  as,  helplessly,  they 
saw  the  object  of  their  loving  care  undergoing  undesired  and,  to  their 
thinking,  unnecessary  metamorphosis  before  their  eyes.  They  were  not 
able  to  see  far  enough  into  the  future  to  feel  the  comfort  and  tran- 
quillity which  success-winning  change  brings  with  it.  They  could  only 
have  faith  in  Him  who  was  leading  them  and  follow  the  gleam.  That 
they  did  go  forward  in  loving  confidence  and  earnest  hope  is  abun- 
dantly evidenced  by  the  achievements  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  So- 
ciety. Thank  God  for  them.  For  their  faith  in  initiating  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Movement.  For  their  steadfastness  of  purpose  and  persistent 
effort  despite  failures  and  discouragements.  Let  us  remember  them  in 
honor  and  love,  and  express  in  superlative  terms  our  appreciation  of  the 
heritage  they  have  left  us,  while  we  celebrate  in  this  year  of  1928,  our 
Golden  Jubilee  Year. 


CHAPTER  EIGHT 

Home  Missions,  1886-1913 


"Not  only  do  those  at  a  distance  need  our  home  mission  work,  but  it  is 
equally  needed  right  at  our  doors.  .  .  .  The  Church's  business  is  to 
save  the  world.  .  .  .  Is  it  good  strategy,  is  it  common  sense,  while 
throwing  our  forces  over  into  China,  to  leave  in  between  our  advance  guard 
and  the  main  body  a  vast  region  in  possession  of  the  enemy?" 

— Lucinda  B.  Helm. 

During  the  years  immediately  following  the  organization  of  the 
Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  while  the  sympathies  of  South- 
ern Methodist  women  were  being  drawn  out  to  the  women  and  chil- 
dren in  non-Christian  lands,  and  their  attention,  work,  and  contribu- 
tions most  largely  directed  towards  them,  the  great  and  varied  need 
at  home  weighed  heavily  upon  the  hearts  of  some  of  the  leaders  among 
our  women.  Poverty  and  vice  walked  hand  in  hand  in  the  slums  of 
our  cities.  Ignorance  and  crime  filled  poor-houses  and  jails.  Men  were 
over  burdened,  women  were  degraded,  and  children  were  exploited. 
Immigrants  were  coming  into  our  country  by  the  thousands.  In  the 
coves  of  our  mountains,  and  in  the  mines  of  our  land  were  practically 
buried  thousands  of  our  people.  A  whole  race  of  people,  just  up  from 
slavery,  irresponsible  as  children,  owning  nothing,  mingled  with  us 
in  daily  intercourse.  Little  was  being  done  to  uplift  any  of  these  sub- 
merged ones,  our  neighbors,  or  to  better  the  conditions  of  their  living. 
Many  of  them  never  came  within  reach  of  any  Christianizing  influ- 
ences. And  in  our  own  Church,  it  was  said  that  "more  than  half  the 
pastors  in  Southern  Methodism  were  homeless,  those  churches  which 
paid  the  smallest  salaries  and  most  needed  the  parsonages  were  with- 
out them." 

But  wherever  there  is  a  crying  need,  whenever  a  great  work  must 
be  done  for  humanity,  our  Lord  raises  up  the  leader  it  requires.  To 
some  valiant  mind  He  grants  a  clear  vision,  there  comes  His  insistent 
call  to  some  tender  heart,  upon  some  compelling  personality  in  whom 
He  delights  He  puts  His  spirit  for  the  accomplishment  of  some  part 
of  His  purpose  to  redeem  all  of  life.  Thus,  to  Miss  Lucinda  B.  Helm 
of  Elizabethtown,  Ky.,  frail  in  body,  but  with  "the  mind  of  a  lawyer 
and  the  heart  of  a  saint,"  it  was  given  to  visualize,  as  in  a  panorama, 
all  these  deplorable  conditions  in  her  own  beloved  southland.  To  her 
came  the  definite  call  to  endeavor  to  ameliorate  those  conditions  and 
to  supply  those  needs.  Upon  her  was  poured  out  in  double  portion  the 
spirit  of  the  Lord  in  power  to  accomplish  His  commission.  Her  faith, 
energy,  and  intelligence  were  used  to  establish  what  grew  into  one 
of  the  most  powerful  influences  for  civic  righteousness  in  our  country. 
The  Woman's  Department  of  Church  Extension 

From  its  beginning,  Miss  Helm  had  been  actively  interested  in  the 
Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  writing  articles  for  the  church 
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papers,  editing  leaflets,  and  giving  generously  of  herself  and  of  her 
means  in  the  promotion  of  its  program.  But  that  society  could  not 
undertake  all  that,  she  saw  was  so  much  needed  in  the  homeland.  She 
talked  it  all  over  with  Dr.  David  Morton  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  the 
corresponding  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Church  Extension  created 
in  1882  by  the  General  Conference,  and  later  with  Bishop  Hargrove, 
who  encouraged  her  to  attempt  to  realize  her  vision.  She  prepared  the 
plan  already  in  her  mind,  which  included  home  mission  work.  When 
she  submitted  it  to  the  Board  of  Church  Extension  in  January  of 
1886,  the  board  opposed  its  comprehensiveness,  and  she  was  obliged 
to  abandon,  temporarily,  its  home  mission  features.  In  April,  1886, 
she  submitted  another  plan  which  was  concerned  only  with  parsonage 
building,  and  the  General  Conference  in  May  adopted  it. 

The  work  was  enterprised  as  the  Woman's  Department  of  Church 
Extension  to  collect  funds  by  private  efforts,  personal  solicitations, 
membership  fees,  donations,  devises,  and  bequests,  for  purchasing  or 
securing  parsonages,  all  funds  to  be  subject  to  the  direction  of  the 
General  and  local  boards  of  Church  Extension  for  the  objects  speci- 
fied. The  officers  were  a  general  secretary,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
General  Board;  a  secretary  and  treasurer  for  each  annual  conference 
and  a  district  secretary  for  each  presiding  elder's  district  to  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  respective  conference  boards.  The  general  secretary  for  the 
Woman's  Department  was  to  conduct  the  correspondence  for  that 
part  of  the  work,  and  furnish  reports  of  her  work  to  the  secretary  of 
the  General  Board.  The  secretary  in  each  annual  conference  was  to 
organize  parsonage  societies  in  the  various  charges,  and  to  make  reports 
of  her  work  to  both  the  general  secretary  and  the  secretary  of  the 
conference  board.  The  treasurer  was  to  receive  the  funds  of  the 
parsonage  societies  within  the  conference,  fifty  per  cent  to  be  turned 
over  to  the  General  Board  and  the  other  fifty  per  cent  to  the  confer- 
ence board.  The  district  secretaries  were  to  aid  in  organizing  parson- 
age societies  and  to  keep  the  secretary  informed  of  the  work  and  needs 
within  their  own  districts.  It  was  provided  that  donors  to  the  funds  of 
this  department  might  direct  their  special  contributions. 

There  was  no  central  organization  and  no  conference  society 
provided.  "With  no  assistance,  Miss  Helm  directed  and  supervised  a 
great  work.  Her  time  was  spent  in  traveling,  writing,  planning,  and 
frequently  she  worked  all  night.  Letters  poured  in  from  all  quarters 
asking  for  advice,  information,  plans,  and  methods.  Interest  increased, 
the  bishops  approved,  hundreds  of  women  were  inspired  to  work  and 
to  give — all  because  one  woman,  magnificently  endowed  for  leader- 
ship, had  a  great  vision." 
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The  Woman's  Parsonage  and  Home  Mission  Society 
In  a  message  to  the  Woman's  Board  of  Home  Missions  in  1909, 
Miss  Belle  Bennett,  its  president,  said: 

"Again  the  women  of  the  church,  and  largely  the  same  women,  although 
called  upon  annually  to  meet  an  assessment  for  Church  Extension,  slowly  but 
loyally  accepted  the  additional  responsibility  and  labor,  and  another  great  de- 
partment of  church  service  was  inaugurated.  The  society  grew  slowly,  however, 
and  there  was  a  spirit  of  unrest  and  discontent  in  the  ranks  of  the  membership 
that  could  not  be  ignored.  The  women  were  willing  to  aid  in  building  homes 
for  those  who  ministered  to  the  people  in  the  things  of  God,  but  they  had  caught 
the  vision  of  a  wider  field,  and  having  had  the  development  and  the  manage- 
ment of  their  own  work  in  the  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  were  not  content  to 
become  an  advisory  adjunct,  collecting  money  to  be  expended  by  another  board. 
Notwithstanding  this,  a  good  work  was  done,  and  many  parsonages  were  built 
and  aided.  Dr.  Morton,  the  first  general  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Church  Exten- 
sion, stated  in  one  of  his  annual  reports,  that  during  the  first  five  years  of  this 
movement  more  parsonages  were  built  in  Southern  Methodism  than  in  all  of  the 
first  fifty  years  of  Methodism  in  this  country." 

The  bishops  said  in  their  address  to  the  General  Conference  of 
1890:  "The  Woman's  Department  of  this  board  (Church  Extension), 
organized  to  procure  funds  to  purchase  or  secure  parsonages,  has  not 
received  the  attention  that  it  merits.  The  annual  contributions  have 
been  insignificant,  and  the  interest  in  its  purpose  and  plans  so  slight 
that  much  difficulty  has  been  found  in  establishing  the  necessary  local 
societies  and  enlisting  the  services  of  the  women  of  the  church  in  this 
behalf.  .  .  .  Due  consideration  of  what  has  been  done  by  this 
agency  with  very  small  means  will  show  great  benefit  conferred  and 
to  be  conferred  by  it  upon  many  weak  charges  and  destitute  preachers, 
who  without  it  would  hardly  be  able  to  provide  homes  of  any  sort  for 
their  families.  .  .  .  We  trust  that  the  church  may  come  to  a 
more  thorough  knowledge  of  this  movement  and  extend  to  it  a  more 
liberal  hand." 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Church  Extension, 
which  had  "given  consideration  to  a  paper  signed  by  David  Morton 
and  Presley  Meguiar,  relating  to  changes  in  the  constitution  of  the 
Board  of  Church  Extension  for  the  Woman's  Department,"  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  gave  a  new  constitution  to  this  enterprise  of  the 
women.  Miss  Helm  had  been  able  to  secure  this  change  with  the  aid 
of  Mrs.  J.  D.  Hammond,  Bishop  H.  C.  Morrison,  Dr.  Young  J. 
Allen,  and  other  sympathizers  though  "in  the  face  of  protests  and 
opposition." 

This  constitution  made  of  the  Woman's  Department  of  Church 
Extension  a  separate  organization  under  the  name  of  the  Woman's 
Parsonage  and  Home  Mission  Society,  as  a  department  of  the  Board 
of  Church  Extension.  In  addition  to  securing  funds  with  which  to 
procure  homes  for  itinerant  preachers  its  object  was  "otherwise  to  aid 
the  cause  of  Christ."  The  funds  collected  by  the  Woman's  Department 
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were  to  be  appropriated  by  its  Central  Committee,  except  those  appro- 
priated to  parsonages  which  should  be  disbursed  by  the  General  and 
conference  boards,  of  Church  Extension  for  the  objects  specified  and 
the  places  designated  by  the  Woman's  Department,  such  appropriations 
being  subject  to  approval  by  the  board  making  such  disbursement. 

The  officers  were  a  president,  general  secretary,  general  treasurer, 
and  nine  managers  to  be  appointed  by  the  General  Board  quadrennially, 
who  would  constitute  a  Central  Committee  for  the  Woman's  Depart- 
ment. There  was  to  be  also  a  secretary  and  treasurer  for  each  annual 
conference,  and  a  district  secretary  for  each  presiding  elder's  district, 
to  be  elected  by  the  respective  conference  societies;  provided  that  where 
no  organization  existed  the  conference  board  should  make  these  ap- 
pointments. 

The  Central  Committee  was  located  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  but  might 
hold  its  meetings  at  such  places  as  its  by-laws  should  designate,  and  it 
might  use  such  means  and  make  such  by-laws  as  it  might  deem  neces- 
sary for  the  prosecution  of  its  work,  subject  to  the  approval  of  its 
General  Board.  The  duties  of  General  and  conference  secretaries  re- 
mained practically  the  same,  the  reports  being  required  from  the  gen- 
eral secretary  to  the  board  "when  necessary"  and  from  the  conference 
secretary  to  the  General  secretary  and  to  the  conference  society  "quar- 
terly." The  Conference  treasurer  still  received  the  funds  from  the 
auxiliary  societies,  half  of  which  must  be  sent  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
department  and  the  other  half  to  be  retained  for  appropriation  by  the 
conference  society. 

The  first  Central  Committee  had  as  officers:  President,  Mrs.  E.  E. 
Wiley;  General  secretary,  Miss  Lucinda  B.  Helm;  General  treasurer, 
Mrs.  George  P.  Kendrick;  managers,  Mrs.  R.  K.  Hargrove,  Mrs. 
Nathan  Scarritt,  Mrs.  D.  Atkins,  Mrs.  S.  S.  King,  Miss  Emily  M. 
Allen,  Mrs.  Maria  Carter,  Mrs.  Ellen  Burdette,  Mrs.  John  Carter, 
and  Miss  Belle  H.  Bennett. 

"The  plan  of  work  inaugurated  by  the  leaders  of  the  Woman's  Foreign 
Missionary  Society  was  adopted,  and  a  systematic  study  and  investigation  of 
conditions  in  the  home  land  begun.  As  the  auxiliaries,  the  conferences,  and  the 
Executive  Board  studied  the  life  of  the  people  in  the  mountain  fastnesses,  the 
congested  quarters  of  the  cities,  towns  and  villages,  the  mining  and  lumber 
camps,  cotton  mills  and  rural  sections,  as  they  read  and  talked  of  the  hordes  of 
incoming  illiterate  immigrants,  and  saw  the  dark  faces  of  the  alien  race  that 
looked  daily  into  theirs  for  hope  and  help,  the  parable  of  the  good  Samaritan 
became  the  living  word  of  God  to  them,  and  beside  the  great  Student  Volunteer 
motto:  'The  evangelization  of  the  world  in  this  generation,'  they  placed  the 
home  mission  slogan:  'Save  America  to  save  the  world'." 

1886.  Woman's  Church  Extension  in  North  Carolina 
This  story  of  the  early  years  of  Woman's  Home  Mission  Work 
in  the  North  Carolina  Conference  is  taken  from  a  volume  of  the 
minutes  of  the  annual  meetings  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference 


216 


Seven  Times  Seven 


Woman's  Parsonage  and  Home  Mission  Society  in  the  original  manu- 
script kept  by  the  secretary,  Mrs.  H.  B.  Anderson,  covering  the  years 
1892  to  1897,  and  a  "History  of  the  Woman's  Home  Mission  Society 
in  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  1892-1904,"  compiled  by  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Shaw  of  Wilmington,  for  the  annual  meeting  of  1905,  which 
appeared  as  the  appendix  to  the  printed  minutes  of  that  year.  The  con- 
ference historian  has  had  access  to  no  minutes  of  the  Woman's  Board 
of  Home  Missions,  and  to  only  a  few  of  the  minutes  of  the  later  years 
of  the  conference  society,  and  some  old  copies  of  "Our  Homes." 

As  has  been  related  in  a  previous  chapter,  a  Woman's  Department 
of  Church  Extension  in  the  North  Carolina  Conference  was  organized 
in  1886  in  Reidsville  by  Dr.  David  Morton,  who,  according  to  the 
annual  conference  minutes,  appointed  Miss  Bettie  Carter  and  Mrs. 
A.  G.  Carr,  both  of  Durham,  to  serve  as  secretary  and  treasurer,  re- 
spectively, and  the  following  district  secretaries:  Raleigh  District,  Miss 
Lillian  Branson  of  Raleigh;  Durham,  Mrs.  A.  G.  Headen  of  Pitts- 
boro;  Greensboro,  Mrs.  D.  A.  Robinson  of  Greensboro;  Salisbury, 
Mrs.  W.  R.  Odell  of  Concord;  Statesville,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Connelly  of 
Statesville;  Charlotte,  Mrs.  T.  D.  Winchester  of  Monroe;  Shelby, 
Miss  Amanda  Lee  of  Shelby;  Fayetteville,  Miss  Belle  Worthy  of 
Jonesboro;  Wilmington,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Hodges  of  Wilmington;  New 
Bern,  Miss  Sarah  Davis  of  Beaufort;  Washington,  Mrs.  T.  H.  Gatlin 
of  Tarboro;  Trinity  College,  Miss  Laura  Clements  of  Lexington; 
Warrenton,  Mrs.  E.  A.  Thorn  of  Littleton. 

No  report  was  made  at  the  conference  of  1887  of  any  work  done 
or  money  collected,  though  Miss  Worthy  remembers  that  with  the 
aid  of  her  presiding  elder,  Rev.  S.  D.  Adams,  and  the  pastors,  W.  B. 
Doub,  J.  A.  Hornaday,  and  J.  T.  Gibbs,  she  organized  auxiliaries  at 
Carthage,  Shoe  Heel  (now  Maxton),  and  Fayetteville.  Most  of  those 
first  district  secretaries  have  passed  over  the  River,  and  it  has  been 
impossible  to  find  any  other  records  than  those  contained  in  Mrs. 
Shaw's  story.  During  that  first  year,  Miss  Carter,  Miss  Davis,  and 
Mrs.  Winchester  resigned,  and  Mrs.  John  R.  Brooks,  Mrs.  C.  P. 
Dey  of  Beaufort,  and  Mrs.  Walter  Brem  of  Charlotte,  were  appoint- 
ed to  succeed  them. 

Mrs.  Brooks  went  to  work,  and  at  the  conference  of  1888  held 
in  New  Bern  reported  $63.00;  in  Greensboro,  in  1889,  a  total  of 
$324.80;  and  in  Wilson,  in  1890,  a  total  of  $220.17.  The  dues  had 
increased  from  $8.00  in  1888  to  $53.39  in  1890,  which  indicates  an 
increase  in  number  of  members,  though  number  of  auxiliaries  is  not 
given  in  the  minutes.  Parsonage  Aid  work  was  probably  more  largely 
engaged  in  than  has  ever  been  reported,  from  the  very  beginning  of 
the  church,  but  the  earliest  connectional  organization  in  this  confer- 
ence, seems,  from  all  accounts  available,  to  have  been  in  New  Bern. 
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"Centenary,  New  Bern,  February  13,  1889.  Rev.  L.  W.  Crawford  organized 
a  Parsonage  Society,  auxiliary  to  the  Woman's  Department  of  Church  Extension 
on  the  13th  of  February,  1889,  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  George  Henderson.  Mrs. 
George  W.  Neal  was  elected  president,  and  later  made  a  patron  of  the  Preachers' 
Wives  Loan  Fund.  The  first  report  from  this  auxiliary  recorded  1 7  members, 
5  subscribers  to  'Our  Homes,'  and  $17.00  dues  sent  to  conference  treasurer. 
In  1895  Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott,  one  of  its  members,  was  elected  district  secretary.  When 
it  was  decided  to  hold  the  annual  meeting  separate  from  the  annual  conference, 
this  auxiliary  was  the  first  to  extend  an  invitation  to  the  conference  society. 
The  fifth  annual  meeting  convened  in  Centenary  Church,  New  Bern,  December 
6th,  1896,  Miss  Carrie  D.  Mayhew  delivering  the  address  of  welcome.  For  the 
first  time  special  papers  were  prepared  for  an  annual  meeting,  Mrs.  L.  M.  Hendren 
reading  one  on  'Motives  and  Aims  of  our  Work.'  In  1897  we  lost  one  of  our 
charter  members,  in  the  death  of  Miss  Mayhew,  a  woman  of  rare  Christian 
qualities,  loyal  and  efficient  in  service.  In  1  898  Mrs.  M.  J.  Simpson  and  Mrs. 
S.  H.  Scott  was  elected  conference  corresponding  secretary  and  conference 
treasurer.  In  1902,  two  rooms  at  Ruth  Hargrove  Seminary  were  named  for  Mrs. 
Lina  E.  Bumpass  and  Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott,  and  Mrs.  L.  H.  Cutler,  Mrs.  R.  R.  Hill, 
and  Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott  were  made  life  members.  The  auxiliary  made  it  possible 
for  Miss  Sarah  Lowder  to  go  to  Scarritt  for  training  for  deaconess  work.  She 
is  still  an  active  deaconess.  Following  Mrs.  Neal  as  president  were  Mrs.  Simpson 
and  Mrs.  Cutler,  Mrs.  Scott  succeeding  Mrs.  Cutler  after  seven  years,  served 
until  the  foreign  and  home  societies  were  united.  The  presidents  were  well  sup- 
ported in  all  their  plans  by  a  loyal  membership,  responding  to  all  connectional 
and  local  calls,  and  ardently  supporting  the  school  at  Brevard,  N.  C.  The  auxili- 
ary never  wavered  but  went  steadily  onward  and  upward  until  the  two  societies 
were  united." — Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott. 

In  1890  the  North  Carolina  Conference  was  divided,  and  the 
conference  societies,  both  home  and  foreign,  sustained  great  loss  in 
the  locating  of  Mrs.  John  R.  Brooks  within  the  territory  of  the  West- 
ern Carolina  Conference.  She  was  made  secretary  of  that  conference 
society. 

"We  feel  that  we  must  pause  for  a  moment,  to  bid  farewell  to  Mrs.  Brooks 
and  bow  before  her  memory  with  humble  gratitude;  for,  as  we  have  seen,  she 
was  the  first  pioneer  of  our  loved  home  mission  work  in  the  North  Carolina 
Conference;  and  doubtless  her  fidelity  in  those  early  days  of  difficult  beginnings, 
made  possible  our  present  success  and  strength.  We  who  have  the  advantage  of 
working  under  our  magnificent  constitution,  with  all  the  help  and  inspiration 
afforded  us  by  the  Press  Department  and  organ  of  the  work,  'Our  Homes,'  can 
scarcely  realize  the  difficulties  under  which  she  must  have  labored.  Doubtless  she 
organized  societies  and  saw  them  perish  for  lack  of  the  knowledge  which  she 
was  unable  to  supply,  for  the  most  of  the  literature  giving  knowledge  concern- 
ing the  work  was  at  that  time  published  in  the  'Nashville  Advocate,'  the  organ 
of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South.  Many  of  these  appeals  failed  to  reach  those  for 
whom  they  were  intended.  Neither  could  the  stirring  addresses  made  by  the 
bishops  and  other  ministers  at  the  conferences,  spread  broadcast  the  knowledge 
which  was  so  much  needed,  and  we  are  convinced  that  the  majority  of  the  district 
secretaries  were  in  total  ignorance  of  the  work  they  were  called  upon  to  do,  and 
that  the  Herculean  task  of  arousing  the  women  of  the  N.  C.  Conference,  of 
arresting  their  thought,  and  of  making  them  realize  the  dire  necessity  for  this 
work,  was  left  to  this  one  frail  woman.  Yet  in  spite  of  these  difficulties,  she  held 
patiently,  bravely  and  firmly  to  the  helm  which  guided  our  home  mission  work 
through  the  first  quadrennium  of  its  existence,  and  we  read  with  surprise  and 
admiration  that  the  total  amount  of  money  raised  and  reported  by  Mrs.  Brooks 
at  the  above  mentioned  Conference  in  Wilson,  was  $607.97." 
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1890-1893.  After  the  division  of  the  conference  in  May,  1890, 
by  the  General  Conference  which  also  broadened  the  scope  and  enlarg- 
ed the  power  of  the  parsonage  society,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell  was  ap- 
pointed to  succeed  Mrs.  Brooks.  She  reorganized  the  work  under  its 
new  constitution,  into  a  conference  society  with  the  officers  called  for 
by  the  constitution,  she  as  president,  Mrs.  S.  L.  H.  Clark  of  Raleigh,  as 
corresponding  secretary,  and  Mrs.  Roger  Moore  of  Wilmington,  as 
treasurer.  The  work  of  the  year  was  done  by  Mrs.  Swindell  and  Mrs. 
Moore,  as  Mrs.  Clark  had,  for  some  reason,  "refused  to  serve."  Their 
report  made  in  1891  in  Greenville  recorded  4  auxiliaries,  with  100 
members;  $56.36  in  treasury  at  division,  and  $126.65  raised  for  all 
purposes. 

Help  was  being  received  from  the  Central  Committee.  The  con- 
stitutions for  the  conference  and  auxiliary  societies  had  been  framed 
and  printed.  An  editor  of  leaflets  had  been  elected,  and  copies  of  the 
constitution  and  leaflets  were  spread  broadcast  throughout  the  church. 
In  1892  "Our  Homes,"  edited  by  Miss  Lucinda  Helm  as  the  official 
organ  of  the  "Woman's  Parsonage  and  Home  Mission  Society,"  made 
its  appearance,  being  received  with  warm  welcome.  Throughout  that 
year  Mrs.  Swindell  and  Mrs.  Moore  were  actively  engaged  in  organi- 
zation promotion,  and  in  preparing  for  "the  first  annual  meeting  ever 
held  by  the  Woman's  Parsonage  and  Home  Mission  Society  of  the 
North  Carolina  Conference,  which  auspicious  event  occurred  during 
the  annual  conference  in  Goldsboro,  Saturday  afternoon,  December 
17th,  1892,"  Mrs.  Swindell,  the  president,  presiding.  Dr.  J.  F.  Crow- 
ell,  president  of  Trinity  College,  conducted  the  devotional  service,  and 
both  he  and  Dr.  W.  R.  Lambuth  addressed  the  society,  Dr.  Lambuth 
emphasizing  the  importance  of  city  mission  work. 

In  her  message  to  the  society  the  president  urged  a  closer  and  more 
active  organization  of  the  conference  society.  Mrs.  H.  B.  Anderson 
was  elected  recording  secretary  and  careful  minutes  were  recorded. 

Four  of  the  five  auxiliaries  were  represented  by  delegates:  Mrs. 
Roger  Moore  of  Grace  Church,  Wilmington;  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black  of 
Edenton  Street  Church,  Raleigh;  Mrs.  W.  W.  Shaw  of  Trinity 
Church,  Durham;  and  Mrs.  R.  A.  Willis  of  Centenary  Church,  New 
Bern.  Mrs.  Moore  reported  .that  $136.61  had  been  raised  by  her  aux- 
iliary: $74.65  in  dues;  $60.75  special  donation;  $.21  mite  box;  and 
$1.00  self-denial.  This  auxiliary  had  undertaken  the  education  of  a 
young  man  for  foreign  mission  service.  Mrs.  Willis  read  the  report 
of  her  auxiliary:  17  members;  2  subscribers  to  "Our  Homes";  and 
$17.00  in  dues  sent  to  conference  treasurer.  There  were  no  reports 
from  Durham,  Raleigh,  or  Fayette ville,  but  Durham  was  active,  for 
in  the  treasurer's  report  there  were  items  amounting  to  $48.60  from 
the  treasurer  of  the  Durham  Auxiliary:  $31.85  in  dues;  and  $16.75 
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to  a  parsonage  in  Montana  to  which  Kings  Mountain  sent  $3.00  also, 
and  there  was  an  item  of  $1.00  in  dues  from  Wilson. 

Provision  was  made  in  the  constitution  for  the  enrollment  in  the 
conference  society  of  such  women  as  were  out  of  reach  of  auxiliaries, 
and  these  names  were  taken:  Mrs.  C.  B.  Copeland  of  Goldsboro;  Mrs. 
A.  D.  Betts  of  Maxton;  Mrs.  M.  A.  Exum  of  Stantonsburg;  and  Mrs. 
J.  A.  Westbrook  of  Mount  Olive. 

Officers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell;  vice-president,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black ; 
corresponding-  secretary,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Shaw;  recording-  secretary,  Mrs.  H.  B. 
Anderson;  treasurer,  Mrs.  Roger  Moore;  conference  organizer,  Mrs.  F.  D. 
Swindell. 

District  Secretaries:  Durham  District,  Mrs.  C.  B.  Green;  Fayetteville,  Miss 
Mary  Page;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Dey;  Raleigh,  Miss  Mary  Pescud;  Rocking- 
ham, Miss  Mollie  Parker;  Warrenton,  Miss  Jennie  Cheatham;  Washington,  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Call;  Wilmington,  Mrs.  W.  E.  Perdew;  and  Wilson,  Mrs.  L.  H.  Gatlin. 

The  election  of  these  officers  at  the  first  annual  meeting,  1892, 
perfected  at  last  the  organization  of  the  Woman's  Parsonage  and 
Home  Mission  Society  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference. 

The  Central  Committee  was  rapidly  enlarging  its  work.  The  De- 
partment of  Supplies  had  been  organized,  and  the  subject  of  city 
mission  work  was  being  considered,  Dr.  Lambuth  helping  greatly  to 
arouse  the  church  to  see  the  need  of  such  work.  Schools  for  alien  races 
and  mountaineers  were  also  in  their  thinking.  The  Department  of 
Systematic  Giving,  later  Tithing,  was  soon  organized,  the  Week  of 
Prayer  instituted,  and  a  regular  course  of  home  mission  literature 
planned,  while  that  already  in  circulation  had  begun  to  arouse  the 
spirit  of  missions  lying  dormant  in  so  many  hearts. 

Five  delegates,  one  district  secretary,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Dey,  the  treas- 
urer, recording  secretary,  and  president  attended  the  annual  meeting 
in  1893  held  in  Fifth  Street  Church,  Wilmington,  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  7th  of  December.  "The  society  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  the  vice-president,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black,  who  on  the  29th  of 
October,  1893,  passed  from  earth  into  the  life  more  abundant." 
Resolutions  were  passed  and  a  service  held  in  memory  of  this  loved 
and  valued  member  whose  loss  to  the  society  was  so  great. 

The  work  of  the  year  showed  advance.  Supplies  had  been  sent  to 
a  minister  in  Oregon,  and  to  two  in  the  North  Carolina  Conference. 
A  Sunday  school  had  been  organized  at  Wrightsville  Sound  and  money 
raised  to  furnish  a  room  for  boys  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building  in 
Wilmington.  As  conference  organizer,  Mrs.  Swindell  reported  having 
organized  6  auxiliaries — St.  Pauls  and  St.  Johns  at  Goldsboro;  Ann 
Street,  Beaufort;  Morehead  City;  Mt.  Olive;  and  Thompson's 
Chapel — and  visited  those  at  New  Bern  and  Raleigh,  besides  many 
letters  and  much  literature  sent  out.  Reports  were  made  by  four  aux- 
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iliaries — St.  Pauls,  Goldsboro;  Centenary,  New  Bern;  St.  Johns, 
Goldsboro;  and  Grace,  Wilmington;  and  one  district  secretary,  Mrs. 
C.  P.  Dey,  for  the  New  Bern  District.  The  summary  of  the  work 
showed:  6  auxiliaries  with  146  members,  a  net  gain  of  3  societies  and 
46  members;  6  subscribers  to  "Our  Homes";  $418.78  total  amount 
of  money  raised;  $231.07  increase. 

Officers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell;  vice-president,  Mrs.  D.  Atkins; 
corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Shaw;  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  H.  B. 
Anderson}  treasurer,  Mrs.  Roger  Moore;  auditor,  Col.  Roger  Moore;  confer- 
ence organizer,  Miss  Mollie  Hawes,  to  give  a  month,  with  expenses  paid,  to  the 
business  of  organizing  auxiliaries. 

District  Secretaries:  Durham  District,  Mrs.  A.  G.  Carr  of  Durham;  Fayette- 
ville,  Mrs.  M.  J.  Pemberton  of  Fayetteville ;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Dey  of 
Beaufort;  Raleigh,  Mrs.  D.  Atkins  of  Raleigh;  Rockingham,  Miss  Mamie 
Steele  of  Rockingham;  Warrenton,  Miss  Laura  Powers  of  Weldon;  Washing- 
ton, Mrs.  R.  J.  Moorman  of  Washington;  Wilmington,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Covington 
of  Wilmington;  Wilson,  Mrs.  Sarah  Adams  of  Wilson. 

At  a  called  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  in  Goldsboro 
on  the  9th  of  January,  1894,  the  action  in  regard  to  the  conference 
organizer  was  rescinded  and  the  district  secretaries  were  urged  to 
organize  auxiliaries  and  promote  the  work  in  their  districts.  The  treas- 
urer was  authorized  to  send  $15.00  to  a  preacher  of  this  conference 
who  had  asked  for  help.  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell  resigned  the  presidency 
on  account  of  having  been  elected  to  succeed  Mrs.  Black  as  corres- 
ponding secretary  of  the  foreign  society,  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Shaw  of 
Wilmington,  was  elected  to. fill  out  her  unexpired  term. 

Lake  Landing,  1890.  In  1890  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  F.  Sherrill  organized  a 
Woman's  Parsonage  and  Home  Mission  Society  in  our  church,  Amity,  with  12 
members.  We  gave  half  of  our  dues  and  all  the  money  we  made  to  missions, 
using  the  other  half  to  keep  up  our  parsonage.  When  the  two  missionary  societies 
were  combined,  we  still  kept  our  local  aid  and  organized  a  missionary  society. 
We  did  not  keep  this  going  for  more  than  five  years.  There  were  so  many 
missionary  specials  that  we  disbanded,  and  have  kept  our  aid  society,  which 
has  never  been  connectional,  going  without  a  single  break  since  our  organiza- 
tion.— Mrs.  Bettie  Mann. 

General  C onference  Commendation 
"It  is  worthy  of  remark,"  said  the  bishops  in  their  Episcopal  ad- 
dress to  the  General  Conference  of  1894,  "that  in  the  last  four  years 
the  value  of  our  churches  has  increased  22  per  cent,  and  of  our  par- 
sonages 27  per  cent.  The  Woman's  Parsonage  and  Home  Mission 
Society,  with  a  small  membership  and  scanty  resources,  has  accom- 
plished great  good."  The  Committee  on  Church  Extension  was  pleased 
also  to  say:  "The  efficient  management  of  this  Society  by  the  General 
Secretary,  Miss  Lucinda  B.  Helm,  calls  from  us  the  highest  commen- 
dation. Her  resignation  was  accepted  with  regret,  but  the  appointment 
of  Mrs.  Nathan  Scarritt  meets  with  our  earnest  approval.  The  un- 
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paralleled  success  of  the  work  of  the  Woman's  Parsonage  and  Home 
Mission  Society  is  a  subject  of  congratulation,  and  we  hail  with  pleas- 
ure the  result  obtairjed  so  far.  It  gives  evidence  of  the  wisdom  of  the 
General  Conference  in  relegating  this  work  to  the  women  of  our 
church.  We  commend  this  Society  to  our  church,  and  trust  that  our 
pastors  and  members  will  give  aid  and  hearty  co-operation  to  our 
women  in  this  great  work." 

1894-1897.  City  Mission  Work 

City  mission  work  had  reached  the  place  in  its  development  where  "in  1894 
it  was  inaugurated  as  a  distinctive  feature  from  the  local  work  of  the  city 
churches,  the  purpose  being  to  unite  the  efforts  of  all  the  city  auxiliaries  for  the 
benefit  of  some  poor  section  of  that  city,  which,  not  being  included  in  the  bounds 
of  a  church  able  to  meet  its  needs,  must  be  cared  for  from  the  outside.  It  was 
a  difficult  work  to  organize.  It  must  be  based  on  the  co-operation  of  churches 
that  were  fast  becoming  congregational  in  all  local  matters.  These  needed  to 
be  awakened  to  a  new  idea  of  Methodist  connectionalism.  It  must  be  almost 
entirely  supported  by  those  auxiliaries  with  funds  raised  outside  of  their  regular 
dues.  It  required  a  local  governing  body  representing  each  church,  yet  in  a 
certain  measure  it  must  be  under  the  control  of  the  Central  Committee  (after- 
wards the  Woman's  Board  of  Home  Missions).  In  this  department,  as  in  all  the 
other  departments  of  the  Society,  the  beginning  was  small,  the  growth  gradual, 
and  still  with  true  Methodist  ambition  and  zeal,  it  is  'going  on  unto  perfection.' 
The  initial  efforts  here  and  there  were  accompanied  by  mistakes  and  failures, 
and  also  by  a  constant  gain  in  knowledge  that  led  to  better  things.  The  more  we 
knew,  the  better  we  did  5  and  still  'our  better  the  better  grew,'  until  at  last  a 
great  system  of  city  missions  has  been  established  in  the  church — Dr.  Strong 
says  the  best  he  knows  of  in  this  country. 

"There  are  many  women  in  the  ranks  of  our  city  missionaries  who  are  as 
well  trained  and  qualified  as  our  deaconesses,  and  doing  the  same  work,  whom 
we  would  gladly  set  apart  to  that  office.  These  for  different  reasons  do  not  find 
it  possible  to  take  that  step.  Others  are  restrained  by  obligations  and  circum- 
stances that  do  not  admit  of  it;  still  others  lack  experience,  or  fitness  in  some 
one  thing.  But  they  are  doing,  each  in  her  way  and  place,  full  and  satisfactory 
work,  and  are  held  as  high  in  the  esteem  of  the  Boards  employing  them  as  if 
they  were  deaconesses.  Of  course  their  relation  to  the  church  is  different,  and  so 
is  the  manner  of  their  support." — Miss  Mary  Helm  in  1908  September  number 
of  "Our  Homes." 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  conference  society  was  held  in  Trinity 
Church,  Durham,  on  the  afternoon  of  December  6th,  1894,  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Shaw,  the  new  president,  presiding.  She  went  to  Durham  a 
few  days  before  the  date  set  for  the  conference  session,  and  calling 
the  women  of  Main  Street  Church  together  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
5th,  she  organized  an  auxiliary  in  that  congregation. 

When  the  conference  society  roll  was  called,  five  delegates  re- 
sponded: Mrs.  Sue  D.  Swindell  from  St.  Pauls,  Goldsboro;  Mrs.  S.  H. 
Scott  from  Centenary,  New  Bern;  Mrs.  G.  F.  Jarrell  from  Grace 
Church,  Wilmington;  Mrs.  C.  B.  Green  from  Trinity  Church,  Dur- 
ham; and  Miss  Mary  Pescud  from  Edenton  Street  Church,  Raleigh. 
These  officers  were  also  present:  President,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Shaw;  cor- 
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responding  secretary,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Shaw;  treasurer,  Mrs.  Roger 
Moore;  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  H.  B.  Anderson. 

Auxiliaries  reporting  observance  of  the  Week  of  Prayer,  for  the 
first  time,  were:  Grace  Church  with  $16.41;  St.  Johns,  Goldsboro, 
with  $2.60;  Centenary,  with  $1 1.50;  9  auxiliaries  had  reported  money 
to  the  conference  treasurer  during  the  year.  The  summary  of  the 
year's  work  is  given  as  follows:  9  auxiliaries,  with  152  members,  net 
increase  of  3  auxiliaries  and  96  members;  16  subscribers  to  "Our 
Homes";  5  pledged  to  systematic  giving;  575  leaflets  and  papers  dis- 
tributed; 60  visits  to  sick  and  strangers;  $775.77  total  raised  for  all 
purposes;  $337.48  increase. 

Officers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Shaw,  Wilmington  ;  vice-president,  Mrs. 
L.  R.  Beery,  Wilmington}  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Shaw,  Durham} 
recording  secretary,  Mrs.  H.  B.  Anderson,  Fairfield;  treasurer,  Mrs.  Roger 
Moore,  Wilmington. 

District  Secretaries:  Durham  District,  Mrs.  W.  H.  McCabe  of  Durham; 
Elizabeth  City,  vacant;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Gorham  of  Fayetteville ;  New 
Bern,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Dey  of  Beaufort;  Raleigh,  Miss  Minnie  Smith;  Rockingham, 
Miss  Mamie  Steele  of  Rockingham;  Warrenton,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Vaughn;  Washing- 
ton, Miss  Bettie  Mahoney  of  Washington;  Wilmington,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Covington 
of  Wilmington.  At  a  called  meeting  the  next  day,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Shaw  resigned 
the  office  of  corresponding  secretary,  and  Miss  Laura  Powers  of  Weldon  was 
elected. 

During  the  early  part  of  1895  the  president  made  special  effort 
to  raise  funds  for  the  educational  department,  particularly  for  the 
school  for  Cubans  in  Florida.  Her  success  in  this  won  for  her  a  beauti- 
ful certificate  from  the  Central  Committee.  She  organized  an  aux- 
iliary at  Southport  that  summer,  and  "had  determined  to  fill  the  office 
of  the  presidency  to  the  best  of  her  ability,  but  unfavorable  circum- 
stances over  which  she  had  no  control,  forced  her  to  tender  her  resig- 
nation." This  was  accepted  by  the  Executive  Committee,  and  Mrs. 
C.  P.  Dey  of  Beaufort  was  elected  to  succeed  her.  Miss  Laura  Powers 
being  unable  to  serve  as  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  H.  B.  Anderson 
agreed  to  act  until  the  annual  meeting,  which  was  held  on  the  after- 
noons of  the  12th  and  13th  of  December,  1895,  in  Elizabeth  City. 

There  were  no  district  secretaries  present,  and  only  4  delegates: 
Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell  from  St.  Pauls,  Goldsboro;  Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott 
from  Centenary,  New  Bern;  Mrs.  L.  R.  Beery  from  Grace,  Wil- 
mington; and  Mrs.  M.  S.  Sneed  from  Main  Street,  Durham,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  president,  corresponding  secretary  and  treasurer.  For  the 
first  time,  committees  were  appointed,  on  finance,  publications,  exten- 
sion of  work,  and  resolutions,  but  their  reports  are  not  recorded  in  the 
minutes.  The  first  district  meeting  held  was  reported  from  the  New 
Bern  District  by  Mrs.  C.  P.  Dey.  The  first  juvenile  societies — places 
not  given — were  reported,  two  on  the  Durham  District,  by  Mrs.  W. 
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H.  McCabe.  The  first  Reading  Course  on  Home  Missions  was  reported 
from  St.  Pauls,  Goldsboro,  with  18  members,  by  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell. 
The  WolfT  Record  Books,  recently  prepared  and  designed  to  be  most 
helpful  in  properly  recording  the  work,  were  being  used  by  the  con- 
ference officers.  For  the  first  time  the  business  required  two  after- 
noons for  transaction.  Complaint  was  made  that  the  auxiliary  corres- 
ponding secretaries  were  not  reporting  properly  or  regularly.  A  fine 
year's  work  had  been  done,  but  only  5  out  of  15  active  auxiliaries  had 
sent  a  yearly  report  to  the  annual  meeting. 

There  were  reported  15  Adult  Auxiliaries  with  244  members; 
1  Juvenile  Society  with  7  members;  99  subscribers  to  "Our  Homes"; 
49  pledged  to  systematic  giving;  177  visits  to  sick  and  strangers; 
3,838  leaflets  and  papers  distributed;  228  garments  distributed;  5 
visits  to  benevolent  institutions;  and  $373.00  total  raised  for  all 
purposes. 

Officers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 
Officers:  President,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Dey,  Beaufort j  vice-president,  Miss  Carrie 
Mayhew;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  H.  B.  Anderson ;  recording  secretary, 
Mrs.  L.  R.  Beery,  Wilmington ;  treasurer,  Mrs.  Roger  Moore,  Wilmington. 

District  Secretaries :  Durham  District,  Mrs.  W.  H.  McCabe  of  Durham ; 
Elizabeth  City,  Mrs.  W.  T.  McMillan ;  Fayetteville,  to  be  supplied ;  New  Bern, 
Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott  of  New  Bern;  Raleigh,  Mrs.  Bobbitt;  Rockingham,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Neal  of  Laurinburg;  Warrenton,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black j  Washington,  to  be  supplied; 
Wilmington,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Covington  of  Wilmington. 

Separating  from  the  Brethren 

It  became  more  difficult  each  year  to  find  a  convenient  time  and 
suitable  place  in  which  to  hold  the  annual  meeting  in  connection  with 
the  annual  conference,  so  after  due  deliberation  and  much  discussion 
it  was  decided  to  hold  the  annual  meetings  of  the  Woman's  Parsonage 
and  Home  Mission  Society  independently  of  the  annual  conferences. 
The  invitation  of  the  Centenary  Auxiliary  to  meet  in  New  Bern  was 
accepted  with  pleasure,  and  in  1896  the  society  assembled  in  its  first 
session  at  7:30  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  of  December. 

In  enrolling  the  delegates  there  was  found  to  be  an  increase  of  3 
in  attendance,  7  being  present,  with  2  district  secretaries  and  4  officers. 
The  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  L.  R.  Beery,  had  died  during  the  year, 
and  appropriate  resolutions  were  passed  in  a  short  memorial  service. 
Her  term  was  finished  by  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black.  Special  and  beautiful 
music  had  been  prepared,  and  an  interesting  program  consuming  an 
evening  and  two  day  sessions  had  been  planned.  Unusual  attention  was 
paid  to  parliamentary  rules  in  dispatching  the  business  details. 

In  1896  Miss  Belle  Bennett  was  made  President  of  the  Central 
Committee,  and  Mrs.  E.  E.  Wiley,  the  1st  Vice-President  and  general 
organizer.  Mrs.  Wiley  visited  the  North  Carolina  Conference  in  the 
spring  of  that  year,  organizing  and  reviving  auxiliaries,  a  real  impetus 
to  the  work.  Another  great  help  that  year  was  extended  by  the  Advo- 
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cate  in  very  generously  giving  an  entire  issue  to  the  cause.  The  pro- 
ceeds from  it  were  directed  to  the  Cuban  and  Brevard  schools. 

Summary  of  the  Year's  Work 
There  were  19  Adult  Auxiliaries  with  420  members;  5  Juvenile 
Societies  with  147  members;  112  subscribers  to  "Our  Homes";  82 
taking  the  Reading  Course;  55  were  pledged  to  systematic  giving; 
705  reported  visits  to  sick  and  strangers;  188  garments  had  been  dis- 
tributed; barrels  of  supplies  valued  at  $322.50  had  been  sent  to  preach- 
ers in  the  west;  4  reported  visits  to  corrective  and  benevolent  institu- 
tions; and  $717.93,  a  gain  of  $143.98,  had  been  raised  for  all  pur- 
poses. 

Officers  elected:  President,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Dey;  vice-president,  Miss 
N.  Hutchings;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  H.  B.  Anderson;  record- 
ing secretary,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black;  treasurer,  Mrs.  Roger  Moore. 

The  society  voted  permission  to  the  Executive  Committee  to  ap- 
point district  secretaries  whenever  there  should  be  vacancies.  A  resolu- 
tion designed  to  aid  the  district  secretaries  was  offered  and  passed,  bear- 
ing the  signatures  of  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell,  Mrs.  H.  B.  Anderson,  Mrs. 
W.  H.  McCabe,  and  Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott,  that,  as  there  was  no  provision 
in  the  society  by-laws  requiring  the  auxiliaries  to  send  reports  of  their 
work  to  the  district  secretaries  though  this  information  was  needed  by 
them,  the  auxiliaries  be  instructed  to  send  copies  of  all  their  reports  to 
their  respective  district  secretaries.  The  names  of  the  district  secretaries 
were  not  recorded. 

The  Central  Committee  continued  to  add  to  its  activities.  Rescue 
work  was  begun  and  the  baby  roll  established. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  society  in  1897  was  held  in  Weldon, 
opening  at  7:30  on  the  evening  of  the  16th  of  November,  and  con- 
tinuing through  the  next  day.  There  were  present  at  roll  call  two 
officers  and  five  delegates.  News  was  received  of  the  death  of  Miss 
Lucinda  B.  Helm,  the  beloved  and  honored  founder  of  the  society,  and 
the  program  was  suspended  while  suitable  services  in  memory  of  her 
were  held.  Mrs.  Swindell,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Spiers,  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  Simp- 
son were  appointed  to  write  into  resolutions,  expressions  of  apprecia- 
tion of  her  and  of  sorrow  in  her  death  felt  by  the  whole  conference 
society.  The  society  was  grieved  also  in  the  passing  of  Miss  Carrie 
Mayhew,  adopting  resolutions,  offered  by  Mrs.  Swindell  and  Mrs. 
Simpson,  in  a  rising  vote. 

In  reporting  the  work  of  the  year,  the  fact  that  no  new  auxiliary 
had  been  enrolled  and  that  only  16  of  the  24  of  the  year  before  were 
at  work,  was  deplored.  The  baby  roll  had  been  organized,  however, 
and  reported  8  members.  The  Week  of  Prayer  had  been  generally 
observed,  and  the  Wolfe  Record  Books  more  generally  used.  Donations 
had  been  sent  to  the  parsonages  at  Clinton  and  Red  Springs.  The  sum- 
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mary  of  the  work  for  the  year  gives  a  loss  in  every  item  except  one: 
subscribers  to  "Our  Homes"  had  an  increase  of  15,  the  total  number 
being  127;  14  Adult  Auxiliaries  and  4  Juvenile  Societies  with  382 
members;  64  taking  Reading  Course;  50  pledged  to  tithing;  2,817 
papers  and  leaflets  distributed;  4  cottage  prayer  services;  2  visits  to 
corrective  and  benevolent  institutions;  $5  73.02  raised  for  all  purposes. 
"Judging  from  the  above  reports  the  society  was  afflicted  now  with 
one  of  those  much  dreaded  dead  calms." 

After  the  reading  of  the  by-laws  of  the  conference  society,  the 
meeting  was  opened  for  the  discussion  of  subjects  of  interest  to  the 
work,  and  a  resolution  memorializing  the  Central  Committee,  was 
read  and  passed: 

"To  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Woman's  Parsonage  and  Home  Mission 
Society  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  to  convene  in  the  city  of  Louisville,  Ky., 
April,  1898. 

"Dear  Sisters: — We,  the  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Wo- 
man's Parsonage  and  Home  Mission  Society  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference, 
assembled  in  the  town  of  Weldon,  N.  C,  November  16-1  8,  1  89  7,  beg  leave  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  'Conference  By-Law  No.  10'  which  forbids  conference 
societies  projecting  or  accepting  work  without  consent  of  the  Central  Committee, 
also 

"To  directions  concerning  'Special  donations  which  require  conference  treas- 
urers to  send  special  donations  for  any  purpose  within  the  conference  to  General 
Treasurer  to  be  returned  to  conference  treasurer  for  expenditure.'  And  we  most 
respectfully  pray  that  said  sections  be  stricken  out,  and  that  conference  societies 
be  allowed  greater  latitude  within  the  bounds  of  their  respective  conferences  as  to 
home  mission  work  within  the  limits  of  our  constitution.  We  believe  that  such 
liberality  on  the  part  of  the  Central  Committee  would  be  greatly  to  the  advantage 
of  the  general  or  connectional  work  of  our  society. 

"We  would  also  recommend  that  the  funds  sent  to  the  general  treasury  be 
not  used  upon  or  in  institutions  that  are  purely  local  in  their  character,  only 
upon  and  in  those  that  are  of  connectional  interest,  such  as  Cuban  mission 
schools,  Chinese  and  Japanese  work  and  like  enterprises.  We  believe  that  each 
conference  society  should  establish  and  maintain  its  own  schools,  rescue  homes, 
orphanages  and  the  like.  It  is  hard  to  create  and  maintain  an  interest  among 
auxiliaries  where  the  conference  societies  have  not  undertaken  work  of  general 
interest  of  its  own. 

"The  members  of  our  auxiliaries  are  for  the  most  part  of  limited  means, 
and  such  are  the  demands,  as  well  as  the  restrictions  of  the  Central  Committee, 
that  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  undertake  with  our  other  obligations  any  confer- 
ence work  whatever.  We  are  not  disposed  to  inveigh  against  any  good  work,  but 
such  are  the  circumstances  and  conditions  in  our  society  j  and  such  the  need  of 
work  that  the  constant  drain  on  our  treasury  for  work  abroad,  has  had  a  ten- 
dency to  create  both  among  our  preachers  and  women  of  the  church,  indifference 
to  the  work  our  society  proposes  to  do.  Owing  to  facts  just  set  forth  we  are 
virtually  debarred  from  undertaking  any  work  demanding  an  outlay  of  money 
except  parsonage  building. 

"A  more  equitable  division  of  money  between  the  conference  societies  and 
the  general  treasury  would  in  the  near  future,  through  the  encouragement  of 
those  now  working  and  the  increase  of  new  members,  more  than  replace  the 
present  loss  of  the  general  treasury  by  several  fold.  In  conclusion  we  beg  to  say 
that  a  disregard  of  this  memorial  would  work  great  detriment  to  the  society, 
at  least  in  North  Carolina." 
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Having  access  to  no  minutes  of  the  Central  Committee,  it  is  im- 
possible to  give  the  action  of  that  body  upon  this  memorial. 

Officers  Elected:  President,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Dey;  vice-president,  Miss 
Narcissa  Hutchings;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  H.  B.  Anderson; 
recording  secretary,  Mrs.  Kate  P.  Black  (Mrs.  W.  S.  Black);  treas- 
urer, Mrs.  Roger  Moore. 

Two  Pioneers  in  the  Home  Mission  W orky  Mrs.  Kate  C .  (W.  H.) 
Shaw  and  Mrs.  Roger  Moore,  of  Grace  Churchy  Wilmington 
"In  1  886  there  entered  the  auxiliary  of  Old  Front  Street  Church,  soon  to 
become  Grace  Church,  one  who  served  the  church,  the  Sunday  school,  and  the 
missionary  society  in  many  capacities.  At  this  writing,  near  the  end  of  the  year 
1927,  though  paralyzed,  she  is  within  a  few  dollars  of  her  goal  of  $1,000.00 
for  the  Superannuate  Endowment  Fund,  which  her  efforts  and  prayers  have 
enabled  her  to  secure  from  her  invalid's  chair.  Mrs.  Catherine  Kennedy,  the 
president  of  the  auxiliary  in  1886  since  its  organization  in  1879,  though  eighty- 
eight  years  old,  still  presided,  and  Mrs.  Shaw  as  vice-president,  stood  by  her 
side  and  conducted  the  business  of  the  meeting  of  the  Foreign  Missionary  So- 
city.  While  not  abating  her  interest  in  foreign  missions  she  soon  became  greatly 
stirred  by  the  appeals  made  by  Miss  Bennett  and  others  for  help  for  the  young 
preachers  sent  by  the  Parent  Board  to  the  hard  places  in  the  west.  The  stories 
of  the  privations  they  suffered  wrung  her  heart.  She  would  repeat  these  to  the 
women  of  the  missionary  society  and  pass  a  collection  box  for  a  free  will  offer- 
ing for  this  cause. 

"Mrs.  Roger  Moore  was  her  hearty  co-worker.  She  undertook  the  collecting 
and  packing  of  a  barrel,  a  wonderful  barrel,  valued  at  $290.00,  which  was  sent 
to  Rev.  J.  J.  Methvin  at  Anadarko,  Indian  Territory,  about  1  888,  which,  ac- 
cording to  his  own  statement  kept  him  from  abandoning  his  post  that  year. 
Finding  they  could  not  report  such  boxes  and  barrels  through  the  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary Society,  Mrs.  Moore  in  April,  1  889,  organized  the  women  of  Grace 
Church  into  a  band  which  they  called  'The  Missionary  Circle  of  King's  Daugh- 
ters.' Rev.  W.  M.  Creasy,  their  pastor,  objecting  to  this  name,  they  changed  it  to 
'Woman's  Parsonage  and  Home  Mission  Society.'  Quoting  from  memoirs  written 
by  Mrs.  Moore  several  years  later:  'We  were  at  sea  to  know  just  what  to  call 
our  little  band  of  workers.  At  any  rate  we  can  safely  say  it  was  home  mission 
in  its  incipiency,  just  waiting  for  and  in  anticipation  of  the  organization  by  the 
M.  E.  Church,  South,  which  followed  shortly  afterwards.'  With  Mrs.  Moore 
as  its  first  president,  the  two  missionary  societies  of  Grace  Church  worked  har- 
moniously, side  by  side  until  in  1912  they  were  merged  by  authority  of  the 
General  Conference.  Through  such  women  as  these  has  the  work  of  missions 
been  sponsored  and  fostered,  not  only  in  Wilmington  Methodism  but  throughout 
the  conference." — Mrs.  E.  R.  Clarke. 

Weldon,  1896.  Mrs.  E.  E.  Wiley  came  to  Weldon  and  talked  to  a  large 
crowd  at  the  church  of  which  Rev.  R.  P.  Troy  was  pastor.  A  meeting  was  called 
for  the  next  day,  Monday,  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Lee  Johnson.  Mrs.  Wiley  organ- 
ized the  Home  Mission  Society  with  Mrs.  Johnson  as  president,  and  Mrs.  Ida  T. 
Wilkins  and  Miss  Laura  Powers  among  the  members,  the  number  and  names  of 
others  not  being  recalled  at  this  time.  There  was  a  Ladies  Aid  Society  which 
opposed  this  movement,  but  a  few  members  were  faithful  and  kept  all  three 
societies  going  for  a  number  of  years. — Mrs.  Ida  T.  Wilkins. 

Leasburg.  A  good  many  years  before  1895  a  Home  Mission  Society,  or  more 
properly  a  Parsonage  Aid  Society,  was  in  existence  here,  and  this  finally  merged 
into  the  missionary  society  long  before  the  uniting  of  the  Home  and  Foreign 
work. — Miss  Bessie  Thompson. 
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1898-1901.  The  Woman's  Rome  Mission  Society 
As  usual,  the  bishops,  at  the  General  Conference  of  1898,  in  their 
Episcopal  Address,  spoke  in  high  commendation  of  the  missionary  work 
of  the  women  of  the  church.  ''The  Woman's  Parsonage  and  Home 
Mission  Society  is  only  twelve  years  old.  It  has  aided  in  building  716 
parsonages,  two  of  them  in  the  foreign  field.  .  .  .  Within  the 
present  quadrennium  the  Society  has  raised  more  than  double  the 
amount  realized  in  the  preceding  eight  years.  They  have  16  city  mis- 
sionaries, 3  Cuban  missionaries,  and  22  teachers  in  their  schools.  They 
have  acquired  propertv  worth  $46,877.00,  and  a  permanent  loan  fund 
of  $18,392.25,  besides  sending  annually  to  the  families  of  inadequate- 
ly supported  preachers, -supplies  valued,  for  the  quadrennium,  at  $16,- 
918.63.  We  should  give  them  every  facility  for  their  increasingly 
valuable  work." 

Memorials  from  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Woman's  Parson- 
age and  Home  Mission  Society  and  from  a  number  of  conference  so- 
cieties were  presented  to  the  General  Conference,  asking  for  certain 
changes  in  the  constitution  of  the  society.  The  Committee  on  Church 
Extension  recommended  concurrence  in  their  request  bv  the  adoption 
of  its  report  as  the  constitution  of  their  society.  This  recommendation 
was  adopted  and  the  "Woman's  Home  Mission  Society"  came  into 
existence. 

The  object  of  this  society  was  to  enlist  and  organize  women  and 
children  in  securing  homes  for  itinerant  preachers;  to  provide  religious 
instruction  for  the  neglected  and  destitute;  and  otherwise  aid  the  cause 
of  Christ.  The  society  was  to  be  under  the  direction  and  supervision 
of  women,  known  as  the  Woman's  Board  of  Home  Missions  consist- 
ing of  a  President,  two  Vice-Presidents,  a  General  Secretary,  a  Record- 
ing Secretary,  a  General  Treasurer,  and  a  Corresponding  Secretary  or 
alternate  of  each  conference  society.  These  officers  were  to  be  elected 
quadrennially  bv  the  Board  at  the  next  session  after  each  General  Con- 
ference, with  Superintendents  of  Departments  to  be  elected  annually 
by  the  Board,  whose  duties  would  be  defined  bv  the  Board,  the  confer- 
ence corresponding  secretaries  being  elected  bv  their  own  conferences. 
This  Board  and  Society  were  operated  along  the  same  lines  as  were 
the  Foreign  Board  and  Society.  There  was  a  difference  in  the  manner 
of  administering  the  funds  because  the  beneficiaries  of  the  funds  were 
different. 

The  funds  were  derived  in  the  same  way,  and  "all  dues,  special 
contributions  and  other  moneys  collected  bv  or  for  the  use  of  the  gen- 
eral work  of  the  Woman's  Home  Mission  Society,  shall  be  sent  to  the 
General  Treasurer  to  be  expended  by  the  Board.  Fifty  percent  of  the 
dues  sent  in  by  each  conference  society,  less  the  amount  paid  out  for 
conference  expenses,  shall  be  held  subject  to  the  order  of  the  proper 
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officers  of  said  conference,  for  aiding  parsonages  within  the  bounds 
of  the  same;  but  any  such  funds  unappropriated  by  said  conference 
at  the  close  of  each  fiscal  year  shall  be  subject  to  the  order  of  the 
General  Board,  and  shall  be  used  by  said  Board  to  aid  the  work  in 
more  needy  conferences."  Thus  read  Article  10  in  the  constitution  of 
the  Board. 

The  Board  was  authorized  to  raise  and  administer  two  Loan 
Funds,  one  for  parsonage  building  and  one  for  home  mission  work, 
to  be  held  separate  from  funds  raised  for  general  distribution,  and 
used  only  in  loans  on  adequate  security.  The  funds  appropriated  to 
parsonages  were  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Church  Ex- 
tension, and  administered  by  it.  The  Woman's  Board  of  Home  Mis- 
sions was  authorized  to  meet  annually  in  the  same  way  and  for  the 
same  purpose  the  Woman's  Foreign  Board  had  been  meeting  since  its 
organization,  with  representatives  as  members  from  all  the  conference 
societies. 

Mrs.  Shaw  says  that  "the  change  in  the  name  and  constitution  of 
the  Society,  affected  somewhat  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society. 
Mrs.  C.  P.  Dey,  the  president,  had  a  called  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Committee  in  Raleigh,  some  time  during  the  year  1898,  at  which 
Mrs.  Dey  and  Mrs.  Roger  Moore,  the  treasurer,  tendered  their  resigna- 
tions. These  were  accepted  and  the  following  elected  to  fill  the  vacan- 
cies: President,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Spiers;  treasurer,  Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott;  corres- 
ponding secretary — for  Mrs.  H.  B.  Anderson  had  resigned  this  office  on 
the  26th  of  July,  1898— Mrs.  J.  A.  Simpson.  Mrs.  Dey  and  Mrs. 
Moore  published  a  circular  letter  setting  forth  their  reasons  for  not 
being  willing  to  work  under  the  constitution  of  the  Woman's  Home 
Mission  Society." 

A  Sister's  Tribute 

"Almira  Dudley  Dey,  daughter  of  Dr.  Samuel  Dudley  and  his  wife,  Susan 
Decatur  Dudley,  was  born  at  Portsmouth,  N.  C,  on  the  13th  of  April,  1843; 
was  married  to  Charles  Pitman  Dey  on  the  7th  of  December,  1  868  ;  and  on  the 
7th  of  June,  1917,  she  died  at  her  home  in  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

"She  received  her  early  education  at  a  select  school  for  girls  in  New  Bern, 
at  Glennana  Female  Seminary  in  Thomasville,  N.  C,  and  at  Jamestown  Female 
College.  From  childhood  she  was  intellectually  gifted,  and  developed  rapidly. 
In  her  early  teens  she  manifested  a  talent  for  literary  expression.  At  school  she 
was  elected  editor  of  the  Poets  Corner  of  the  college  paper.  After  her  school  days 
ended  she  contributed  articles  to  the  press,  but  the  war  between  the  states,  and 
health  that  was  not  robust,  interfered  with  the  development  of  this  talent,  and 
while  in  later  life  she  wrote  wisely  and  well,  her  contributions  were  infrequent. 
Her  intelligence  was  vigorous,  alert  and  comprehensive,  her  judgment  accurate 
and  clear,  her  life  conceptions  lofty,  her  character  a  harmonious  blend  of  those 
qualities  that  make  up  a  splendid  human  and  Christian  soul. 

"Hers  was  a  refined  and  delicately  sensitive  personality.  She  was  gentle, 
refined,  peculiarly  sensitive  to  beautiful  impulses,  kind  and  good  from  her  birth 
to  her  passing.  While  not  quite  three  years  my  senior,  she  was  more  mature  in 
judgment  and  in  manner  than  any  of  the  little  circle  that  made  up  her  early 
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girlhood  friends,  and  I  vividly  recall  that  I  regarded  her  as  my  'little  lady' 
sister.  She  was  gifted  with  an  extraordinary  apprehension  and  appreciation  of 
the  beautiful.  She  glimpsed  and  grasped  the  beauty  about  her  whether  manifest 
in  the  tiniest  blossom  or  in  the  glory  of  a  human  soul.  She  loved  and  understood 
flowers,  and  her  flower  garden  and  conservatory  were  places  of  beauty,  with  a 
flower  for  every  quest.  Her  modesty  inclined  her  to  avoid  publicity,  yet,  when 
occasion  required  it,  she  would  come  out  in  the  open  to  accomplish  the  right  or 
avert  the  wrong. 

"Van  Dyke  truly  says,  'We  are  groping  around  outside  of  reality  unless 
we  touch  the  ruling  passion  when  delineating  a  person's  character.'  Thus,  viewing 
her  life,  especially  in  her  later  years,  I  recognize  how  deeply  she  was  imbued 
with  the  sweet  spirit  of  charity.  It  was  naturally  and  spontaneously  a  part  of 
her.  She  constantly  sought  avenues  for  benefiting  and  making  more  pleasant 
the  lot  of  those  about  her,  even  to  the  extent  of  sacrifice.  She  was  f undamentally 
religious.  Early  in  youth  she  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  in 
which  sacred  institution  she  was  earnestly  interested  all  her  life,  dedicating  her 
life  to  the  service  of  her  Lord,  her  family,  her  friends,  and  her  fellow  man. 

"In  the  Home  and  Foreign  Missionarv  Societies,  she  was  zealouslv  active 
until  her  health,  impaired  by  years  of  insomnia,  made  it  necessary  for  her  to  cease 
active  participation,  but  she  continued  to  contribute  freely  of  her  means  in 
support  of  this  work  until  she  joined  the  Host  Triumphant  in  the  Home  of  the 
Soul.  She  was  secretary  of  the  New  Bern  District  in  the  Woman's  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary Society,  President  of  the  Woman's  Home  Mission  Society  of  the  North 
Carolina  Conference,  and  President  of  the  Beaufort  Auxiliary. 

"Although  a  daughter  of  the  Old  South,  she  possessed  much  of  the  Puritan 
heritage.  Her  father  was  of  the  lineage  of  the  New  England  Puritans,  her  mother 
of  that  of  the  Cavaliers.  The  finer  strains  of  this  double  heritage  merged  har- 
moniously in  her  make-up  to  produce  a  true  Southern  gentlewoman." — Sue  Dud- 
ley Swindell. 

It  is  said  by  one  of  the  most  faithful  and  loyal  supporters  of  the 
Home  Mission  Society,  that  "the  Home  Mission  work  languished  and 
nearly  died  in  the  North  Carolina  Conference.  There  was  still  a 
spark  left,  however,  and  Mrs.  Spiers,  though  not  consulted  about  her 
election  and  knowing  nothing  of  it  until  it  was  reported  in  the  daily 
papers,"  assumed  the  duties  of  her  office.  She  was  not  able  to  attend  the 
opening  session  of  the  annual  meeting  on  the  13th  of  December,  1898, 
in  Edenton  Street  Church,  Raleigh,  and  Miss  Narcissa  Hutchings,  the 
vice-president,  presided.  Miss  Hutchings,  Mrs.  Simpson,  Mrs.  Black, 
the  recording  secretary,  and  Mrs.  Scott  answered  the  roll  call.  Mrs. 
Spiers  arrived  later  for  Mrs.  Shaw  says:  "The  president  made  some 
remarks  concerning  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  North  Carolina 
Conference,  stating  her  position  in  regard  to  the  change  of  constitu- 
tion." 

A  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, which  expressed  regret  at  any  dissatisfaction  that  might  have  arisen 
as  to  the  changes  in  the  constitution,  and,  as  a  conference  society  re- 
newed their  allegiance  to  the  work,  urging  the  auxiliaries  to  maintain 
their  organizations  and  to  labor  with  renewed  zeal  to  increase  the 
efficiency  of  the  society  throughout  the  conference.  "The  records  of 
this  meeting  state  that  the  encouraging  talks  and  fervent  prayers  that 
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God  would  help  the  women  in  their  work,  made  by  Revs.  Levi  Bran- 
son and  W.  C.  Norman,  greatly  cheered  and  comforted  them."  The 
new  constitution  was  discussed,  particularly  parsonage  building  items 
as  set  forth  in  a  statement  from  the  General  Secretary  of  the  Board. 
The  summary  of  the  work  is  not  given,  but  12  active  auxiliaries  were 
reported  by  the  treasurer  and  $278.35  raised  for  all  purposes. 
Officers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Spiers ;  1st  vice-president,  Miss  Narcissa 
Hutchings;  2nd  vice-president,  Mrs.  F.  A.  Woodard;  corresponding  secretary, 
Mrs.  M.  J.  Simpson  j  recording-  secretary,  Mrs.  K.  P.  Black;  treasurer,  Mrs. 
S.  H.  Scott. 

District  Secretaries :  Durham  District,  Mrs.  Thomas  Sneed;  Elizabeth  City, 
Mrs.  R.  C.  Beaman;  Fayetteville,  Miss  A.  Bourne ;  New  Bern,  Miss  E.  L. 
Massey;  Raleigh,  Mrs.  M.  L.  Morris;  Rockingham,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Terry;  Warren- 
ton,  Miss  Anna  Pearce;  Washington,  Miss  Y.  C.  Archibald;  Wilmington,  Mrs. 
H.  C.  Craft. 

On  the  29th  of  April,  1899,  an  Executive  Committee  meeting 
was  called  in  New  Bern.  Mrs.  Spiers,  Mrs.  Simpson,  Mrs.  Black,  and 
Mrs.  Scott  were  present.  It  was  decided  to  ask  for  an  organizer  from 
the  Woman's  Board  to  visit  the  conference  as  soon  as  possible.  Mrs. 
T.  R.  Kendall  came  on  the  28th  of  June  and  worked  21  days  in  the 
conference.  She  made  20  public  talks,  visited  5  district  conferences, 
made  24  personal  visits,  organized  9  societies,  revived  3,  received  133 
members,  130  subscribers  to  "Our  Homes,"  wrote  25  postal  cards,  15 
letters,  received  in  cash  and  subscriptions  $307.95,  traveled  1,442  miles 
by  rail,  44  by  private  conveyance,  and  won  the  sincere  love  and  entire 
confidence  of  all  with  whom  she  came  in  contact. 

The  annual  meeting  of  1899  was  held  in  Littleton  on  the  21st  of 
November.  The  sessions  were  conducted  according  to  adopted  rules  of 
order,  and  a  program  rich  in  information  and  spiritual  uplift  was 
carried  out.  There  were  5  officers,  4  delegates,  and  4  ministers  present. 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Underwood  moved  that  the  Raleigh  Advocate  be  asked  for 
a  column  to  be  used  and  edited  by  the  Home  Mission  Society.  It  was 
reported  that  2  parsonages  in  the  conference  had  been  aided;  $107.57 
had  been  raised  for  the  school  fund  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal.v  and  with 
a  gain  of  $365.72,  the  total  amount  raised  for  all  purposes  was  $654.- 
72  by  16  active  auxiliaries — gain  of  3  in  number.  To  the  baby  roll 
31  members  had  been  added,  and  9  auxiliaries  had  observed  the  Week 
of  Prayer. 

Officers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 
Officers:  President,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Spiers;  1st  vice-president,  Miss  Narcissa 
Hutchings;  2nd  vice-president,  Mrs.  M.  J.  Simpson;  corresponding  secretary, 
Mrs.  Ida  T.  Wilkins;  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  K.  P.  Black;  treasurer,  Mrs. 
S.  H.  Scott;  editor  of  Advocate  column,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Underwood;  superintendent 
baby  band  roll,  Mrs.  G.  D.  Hawks. 

District  Secretaries:  Durham  District,  no  election;  Elizabeth  City,  no  elec- 
tion; Fayetteville,  Mrs.  M.  J.  Simpson;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  A.  R.  Hall,  Raleigh,  Miss 
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Mary  Gibbs;  Warrenton,  Miss  Anna  Pearce;  Washington,  Mrs.  G.  T.  Simmons  5 
Wilmington,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Hall.  Rockingham  District  is  omitted  entirely  from 
this  year's  record. 

The  annual  meeting  of  1900  was  held  in  Kinston.  Only  the 
treasurer's  report  was  available,  and  that  showed  that  considerable  ad- 
vance had  been  made.  For  the  first  time  the  report  was  made  with 
reference  to  their  fiscal  year  which  closed  on  the  1st  of  March,  up  to 
that  year  having  "been  made  up  to  the  date  of  their  annual  meetings 
from  December  to  November."  Parsonages  at  Grifton  and  Bryson 
City  were  aided.  The  Week  of  Prayer  seemed  to  have  been  well  ob- 
served, the  collection  amounting  to  $91.21,  far  in  excess  of  any 
previous  year,  and  $2.12  had  been  raised  for  Chinese  schools,  $118.75 
for  Cuban  Schools,  $4.25  for  rescue  work,  $7.45  for  Friendsbury 
Home,  $57.90  for  Twentieth  Century;  gain  $217.82,  and  $871.90 
the  total  raised  for  all  purposes. 

In  1901,  at  7:30  on  the  evening  of  the  21st  of  November,  the 
society  assembled  in  an  inspirational  meeting  in  Wesley  Memorial 
Church,  Warrenton,  attending  later  "an  elegant  reception  at  the  Nor- 
ward  House."  In  the  absence  of  the  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Rhodes  served  when  the  society  met  in  its  first  business  session  the  next 
morning.  There  were  present  three  officers,  two  district  secretaries, 
seven  delegates  and  five  visitors,  among  the  last  being  Mrs.  J.  H.  Yar- 
borough,  the  Board's  Superintendent  of  Supplies.  She  gave  them  great 
help,  especially  in  the  information  concerning  the  proposed  memorial 
to  the  General  Conference  to  convene  in  1902  from  the  Board  ask- 
ing for  the  creation  of  the  office  of  deaconess  in  the  Southern  Metho- 
dist Church.  This  movement  was  heartily  endorsed  by  the  society.  It 
was  a  deeply  spiritual  meeting,  with  the  "noon  tide  service  of  praise 
and  prayer,  the  partaking  together  of  the  communion  of  our  Lord 
and  the  reconsecration  of  self  to  service." 

Two  parsonages  were  aided.  For  the  Twentieth  Century  Fund 
$222.48  had  been  raised,  and  $846.72  was  the  amount  raised  for  all 
purposes,  by  18  active  auxiliaries.  The  work  of  the  editor  of  the  Advo- 
cate column  was  highly  commended,  and  a  vote  taken  to  continue  it. 
The  secretary  was  instructed  to  keep  the  minutes  of  the  meetings  on 
file  until  the  society  should  be  able  to  publish  them.  Rev.  M.  H.  Tuttle 
had  been  made  patron  to  Educational  Fund;  Rev.  J.  E.  Underwood, 
a  life  member  of  the  Adult  Society,  and  Mildred  Spiers,  of  the  Juve- 
nile Society.  Mrs.  H.  C.  Spiers  had  been  made  a  life  member  by  the 
Littleton  and  Weldon  Societies,  and  Mrs.  E.  H.  Davis  patron  to 
preachers'  wives  loan  fund. 

Officers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Spiers 5  1st  vice-president,  Miss  Narcissa 
HutchingSj  2nd  vice-president,  Mrs.  R.  F.  Bumpass;  corresponding  secretary, 
Mrs.  Ida  T.  Wilkins;  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  K.  P.  Black ;  treasurer,  Mrs. 
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S.  H.  Scott}  editor  of  Advocate  Column,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Underwood}  superintendent 
of  supplies,  Mrs.  Ivan  Proctor}  superintendent  of  baby  roll,  Miss  Maria  Graham. 

District  Secretaries :  Elizabeth  City  District,  Mrs.  S.  Harrell}  New  Bern, 
Mrs.  Millerj  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Simpson}  Raleigh,  Mrs.  B.  F.  Dixon } 
Rockingham,  Miss  Mary  Page}  Warrenton,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Rood}  Washington,  Mrs. 
Exum. 

New  Auxiliaries 

E denton  Street  Church,  Raleigh,  1898.  In  the  Woman's  Home  Mission  So- 
ciety organized  in  our  church  in  1898,  Misses  Narcissa  and  Julia  Hutchings, 
Janie  Brown,  Sallie  Reese,  and  Mesdames  Ivan  Proctor  and  Andrew  Green  were 
among  the  charter  members.  The  Parsonage  Aid  Society  which  had  been  quite 
active  and  helpful  was  merged  into  the  Home  Mission  Society,  doing  all  the 
local  work  of  the  church  under  the  1st  vice-president,  Mrs.  Ivan  Proctor.  It  was 
at  her  suggestion  that  letters  were  written  to  all  the  Home  Mission  Auxiliaries 
asking  them  to  support  some  child  at  our  orphanage,  then  in  its  swaddling 
clothes.  Sixteen  of  the  eighteen  auxiliaries  responded  favorably.  From  its  begin- 
ning our  local  department  was  an  active  and  interested  friend  of  our  orphanage 
and  has  continuously  done  this  work  to  this  day.  At  the  conference  in  Richmond, 
the  by-laws  were  changed  so  as  to  allow  all  work  done  by  local  societies  under 
the  1st  vice-president  to  be  reported  to  conference  societies  with  due  credits.  At 
one  time  Mrs.  Proctor  was  conference  superintendent  of  supplies,  but  her  out- 
standing work  in  this  home  mission  society  was  the  organization  of  our  local 
work,  in  1908,  into  circles.  The  first  officers  were:  Chairman,  Mrs.  Proctor } 
assistant,  Mrs.  T.  C.  Powell}  treasurer,  Miss  Daisy  Waitt;  secretary,  Mrs.  C.  V. 
Albright;  there  were  60  charter  members  in  6  circles — now  there  are  400  mem- 
bers in  10  circles.  All  the  local  work  of  the  missionary  society  is  now  done  by 
the  circles.  The  early  days  of  this  society  were  struggling  ones,  often  one  woman 
holding  two  offices,  as  so  few  seemed  interested.  But  there  were  always  some 
faithful  ones:  Mesdames  R.  O.  Burton,  B.  F.  Dixon,  R.  B.  John,  W.  H.  Speight, 
J.  W.  Evans,  W.  H.  Hughes,  V.  Royster  and  others  holding  offices  and  support- 
ing the  work  until  the  union  in  1913.  It  was  the  Home  Mission  Department  that 
raised  the  money  for  the  Blanche  Fentress  School  in  China,  afterwards  taken 
over  by  the  Council— Mrs.  V.  Royster. 

Gatesville  Home  Mission  Society  was  organized  about  1899  by  Mrs.  C.  P. 
Jerome  assisted  by  Mrs.  J.  E.  Underwood,  secretary  of  the  Elizabeth  City  Dis- 
trict. Mrs.  T.  W.  Costen,  1st  vice-president  of  the  Home  Mission  Conference 
Society  from  1906-1910,  first  field  secretary  doing  work  in  Fayetteville  District, 
was  a  member  of  the  society.  She  organized  Home  Mission  societies  at  Parkers, 
Hebron,  Kittrells,  and  Zion  churches  in  Gates  County,  and  McBrides  and  Newland 
churches  in  Camden  County.  She  also  presented  splendid  original  plans  for  local 
work  which  were  adopted  by  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society,  and  organ- 
ized Gates  County  Missionary  Institute. — Mrs.  J.  A.  Brown. 

Smithfield,  November,  1900.  Mrs.  H.  C.  Spiers,  president  of  the  Woman's 
Home  Mission  Conference  Society,  organized  a  society  in  Smithfield  in  1900,  on 
the  25th  of  November,  these  officers  being  elected:  President,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Spiers; 
1st  and  2nd  vice-presidents,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Morgan,  and  D.  R.  Rand;  corresponding 
secretary,  Mrs.  Cumnock}  recording  secretary,  Miss  Ellen  Eldridge;  treasurer, 
Mrs.  W.  S.  Stevens }  agent  for  "Our  Homes,"  Miss  Flossie  Abell}  members: 
Mesdames  K.  D.  Holmes,  Dora  Kirkman,  C.  V.  Johnson,  H.  L.  Graves,  and 
Misses  Martha  Smith,  Annie  Puckett,  Zilla  Stevens  and  Mattie  Pou.  This  society 
was  the  outgrowth  of  a  Parsonage  Aid  Society  which  was  organized  in  1884 
and  continued  till  the  Home  Mission  Society  was  organized  under  the  pastorate 
of  Rev.  K.  D.  Holmes.  Lucille  Johnson  was  the  first  baby  enrolled,  in  February, 
1901,  on  the  baby  roll.  In  1921  we  decided  to  name  our  auxiliary  for  our  much 
loved  Mrs.  J.  D.  Spiers:  "The  Sadie  Puckett  Spiers  Auxiliary."  The  auxiliary 
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members  are  the  most  active  church  workers,  in  Sunday  school  and  all  church 
work,  some  of  them  organizing  the  Epworth  League. — Miss  Ruth  Jones. 

Philadelphia,  Sunbury,  Afril,  1900.  Our  Home  Mission  Society  was  organ- 
ized in  April,  1900,  by  Rev.  C.  P.  Jerome,  with  eleven  members. — Mrs.  S.  I. 
Harrell. 

Warrenton,  1900.  The  Home  Mission  Society  was  organized  in  1900  with 
Mrs.  Bettie  R.  Holley  as  president  and  Miss  Mattie  Jenkins  as  treasurer,  by 
Mrs.  H.  C.  Spiers  of  Weldon.  The  annual  meeting  was  held  here  in  1901  and 
did  much  to  increase  the  interest  in  both  the  Home  and  Foreign  Work.  Mrs. 
J.  H.  Yarborough  was  in  attendance. — Miss  Amma  Graham. 

Memorial  Church,  Durham,  1901.  The  Home  Mission  Society  was  organ- 
ized here  in  1901,  by  Miss  Belle  Bennett,  the  President  of  the  Woman's  Board 
of  Home  Missions.  Mr.  Cuninggim  was  pastor,  and  Mrs.  Cuninggim  was  made 
president  of  the  society.  Among  the  charter  members  were  Mesdames  Jessie  Dick- 
son, W.  H.  McCabe,  J.  W.  Allen,  H.  J.  Bass,  Andrews,  and  N.  Underwood. — 
Mrs.  C.  D.  Rigsbee. 

1902-1905.  Office  of  Deaconess  Created 

There  have  been  deaconesses  in  the  Christian  Church  from  the 
time  of  the  Apostles.  They  were  set  apart  for  their  work  under  certain 
limitations  and  regulations  which  varied  with  the  times  and  the 
churches  of  which  they  were  a  part.  In  1888  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  provided  for  the  establishment  of  an  order  of  deaconesses. 
The  Home  Mission  work  done  by  the  women  of  Southern  Methodism 
had  so  enlarged  and  developed  since  its  organization  that  its  Board 
felt  that  such  an  office  in  this  church  would  be  of  incalculable  value 
in  its  city  missions  work.  This  idea  took  root  in  the  minds  of  the  leaders 
in  the  society,  and  for  at  least  three  years  before  the  General  Confer- 
ence of  1902,  the  subject  was  discussed  and  advocated  by  "Our 
Homes,",  giving  the  history  of  the  wonderful  efficiency  of  the  deacon- 
ess in  meeting  a  great  practical  need,  especially  in  large  cities,  by  the 
denominations  using  her,  in  this  and  other  countries.  So  a  memorial, 
petitioning  the  creation  of  the  office  of  deaconess,  was  presented  to  that 
General  Conference  by  the  Woman's  Board  of  Home  Missions. 

"A  working  plan  was  prepared  by  a  committee  of  that  Board,  the  General 
Secretary  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  and  the  General  Secretary 
of  the  General  Board  of  Missions,  to  be  submitted  to  the  committee  that  should 
act  on  the  memorials  on  the  subject  at  the  General  Conference.  This  plan  called 
for  a  'Join  Committee  of  Control,'  composed  of  two  bishops  and  representatives 
from  the  three  Mission  Boards,  to  whom  should  be  given  full  authority  to  direct 
the  whole  movement — to  select,  train,  and  appoint  the  deaconesses  and  control 
their  work.  The  plan  also  provided  for  a  real  official  status  of  the  deaconess  in 
the  church,  to  which  she  should  be  ordained,  or  set  apart,  by  the  church  for  its 
work  in  whatever  branch  of  Christian  service  she  should  be  assigned.  The  require- 
ments of  the  plan  were  strict,  but  reasonable,  considering  the  solemn  obligations 
assumed  and  the  dangers  of  many  kinds  to  be  met  in  the  inauguration  of  any 
new  and  untried  movement  in  the  church." 

The  history  of  the  General  Conference  action  on  the  memorials 
has  already  been  given  in  that  the  office  of  deaconess  was  created.  But 
the  plan  submitted  was  "greatly  changed,  and  the  Woman's  Home 
Mission  Society  was  charged  with  the  whole  responsibility  of  the  move- 
ment and  given  the  authority  and  labors  asked  by  the  'Plan'  for  the 
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'Joint  Committee  of  Control.'  This  change  it  deemed  undesirable,  as 
in  a  certain  sense  it  minified  the  office  of  deaconess  in  its  direct  rela- 
tion to  the  church  by  putting  any  organization,  as  it  were,  between  it 
and  the  church  and  the  church's  ordination.  The  leaders  of  the  society 
were  painfully  conscious  also  of  the  immense  responsibility  thus  un- 
expectedly placed  upon  them;  but  bravely,  prayerfully,  and  trusting  in 
God  for  wisdom  and  grace,  they  accepted  the  burden  (they  could  do 
no  less)  and  prepared  to  discharge  their  duty." 

The  requirements  of  candidates  for  deaconess  work  as  to  age, 
marriage  relations,  church  membership,  fitness  for  the  work,  education, 
health,  religious  qualifications  and  preparation,  were  explicitly  stated 
by  the  General  Conference.  Her  duties  would  be  "to  minister  to  the 
poor,  care  for  the  sick,  provide  for  the  orphan,  comfort  the  sorrow- 
ing, seek  the  wandering  and  sinful,  and  do  any  religious  or  teaching 
work  to  which  she  may  be  assigned  by  the  preacher  in  charge  employ- 
ing her  in  the  home  or  foreign  field,  and  relinquishing  all  other  pur- 
suits, devote  herself  to  these  or  other  forms  of  Christian  work  to  which 
she  may  be  found  adapted.  No  vows  shall  be  required  of  any  deaconess, 
nevertheless,  it  is  expected"  that  .  .  .  she  will  have  considered 
carefully  the  steps  she  is  taking  and  feeling  herself  called  of  God  to 
do  this  work  will  enter  upon  it  with  the  purpose  of  devoting  herself 
wholly  to  it.  She  should  be  at  liberty  to  retire  from  the  work  after 
three  months  notice  to  the  Board  if  she  liked,  and  was  subject  to  dis- 
missal by  the  Board  if  found  to  be  unsuited  to  the  work.  Provision 
was  made  for  her  support  during  and  after  a  long  term  of  service  if 
•disqualified  by  sickness  or  old  age. 

At  some  time  during  1901,  it  was  decided  to  change  the  time  for 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  conference  society  from  the  fall  to  the 
spring,  so,  on  the  23rd  of  April,  1902,  this  society,  for  the  second  time 
met  in  Weldon.  At  the  first  business  session  4  officers,  2  superintendents, 
10  delegates  and  8  visitors  were  present.  The  business  was  all  carefully 
attended  to,  in  a  spiritual  atmosphere  which  pervaded  the  meeting. 

On  account  of  the  change  of  time  for  holding  the  annual  meet- 
ing the  reports  of  the  work  done  covered  only  six  months.  Rev.  K.  D. 
Holmes  had  been  made  patron  to  Educational  Endowment  Fund,  and 
Mrs.  H.  C.  Spiers  and  Mrs.  L.  H.  Cutler  life  members.  .Rooms  at 
Hargrove  Seminary  had  been  named,  one  for  Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott  and 
one  for  Mrs.  Lina  E.  Bumpass;  12  boxes,  valued  at  $200.00,  had  been 
sent  to  the  orphanage;  $90.00  had  been  contributed  to  two  parsonages; 
134  names  added  to  the  baby  roll;  124  subscribers  to  "Our  Homes"; 
there  were  19  Adult  Auxiliaries  and  1  Juvenile,  with  477  members; 
108  were  taking  the  Reading  Course;  3,000  leaflets  and  papers  had 
,been  distributed;  1,600  visits  to  sick  and  strangers;  520  garments 
:given;  $186.00  spent  locally;  and  $477.81  the  total  amount  raised 
in  the  six  months. 
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It  was  ordered  that  a  record  of  that  meeting  be  prepared  for  per- 
manent preservation,  so  "the  minutes  of  the  annual  meeting  of  1902 
were  the  first  ever  to  be  published  of  the  annual  meetings  of  the  North 
Carolina  Conference  Home  Mission  Society."  It  was  voted  also  that, 
in  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  Board  not  to  call  for  specials 
in  the  connectional  work,  an  additional  average  of  $1.00  per  member 
should  be  paid  into  the  general  fund. 

Officers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 
Officers:  President,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Spiers ;    1st,  2nd  and  3rd  vice-presidents, 
Miss  Narcissa  Hutchings,  Mrs.  R.  F.  Bumpass,  and  Miss  Maria  Graham;  cor- 
responding secretary,  Mrs.  Ida  T.  Wilkins;   recording  secretary,  Mrs.  K.  P. 
Black;  treasurer,  Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott;  superintendent  of  supplies,  Mrs.  Ivan  Proctor. 

District  Secretaries:  Durham  District,  Mrs.  Z.  A.  Long;  Elizabeth  City,  Mrs. 
S.  I.  Harrell;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  M.  J.  Simpson;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  A.  R.  Miller; 
Raleigh,  Mrs.  B.  F.  Dixon;  Rockingham,  Mrs.  J.  T.  LeGrand;  Warrenton,  Mrs. 
R.  A.  Willis;  Washington,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Exum;  Wilmington,  Mrs.  A.  J.  Groves. 

It  became  necessary,  during  the  year,  on  account  of  her  health,  for 
the  president,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Spiers,  to  resign  the  presidency,  and  Mrs.. 
J.  E.  Underwood  was  chosen  to  succeed  her. 

Mrs.  H.  C.  Spiers 

"In  the  year  1898  the  Home  Department  of  the  Woman's  Work  having 
become  disorganized  and  nearly  all  the  auxiliaries  disbanded,  Miss  Narcissa 
Hutchings,  Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott,  and  Mrs.  Kate  P.  Black  met  in  Edenton  Street 
Church,  Raleigh,  reorganized  the  conference  society  and  elected  Mrs.  H.  C. 
Spiers  of  Weldon,  conference  president;  Mrs.  Kate  P.  Black,  recording  secre- 
tary; Mrs.  J.  A.  Simpson  of  Fayetteville,  corresponding  secretary;  and  Mrs. 
S.  H.  Scott,  treasurer.  Mrs.  Spiers'  health  was  very  poor,  but  she  had  been  serving 
as  district  secretary  in  the  Foreign  Department,  and  after  much  prayer  and 
thought  decided  to  see  what  could  be  done.  She  secured  one  of  the  connectional 
officers  to  come  to  North  Carolina,  talk  to  the  women,  and  revive  interest  in  the 
work.  Mrs.  Spiers'  health  continuing  poor,  she  told  the  ladies  at  the  next  annual 
meeting,  1899,  that  she  could  not  keep  the  work  unless  they  gave  her  a  corres- 
ponding secretary  with  whom  she  could  consult  each  day  and  who  would  do 
the  writing  necessary  for  the  advancement  of  the  work.  Mrs.  Ida  Wilkins  of 
Weldon  was  elected  and  served  until  1903.  Mrs.  Spiers  worked  hard  and  faith- 
fully, and  during  the  year  1900  several  new  auxiliaries  were  organized  and  a 
special  number  of  the  Advocate,  devoted  to  the  Home  Mission  work  in  the 
conference,  was  issued. 

"Rev.  J.  D.  Bundy,  pastor  of  the  church  in  Weldon,  and  Rev.  J.  E.  Under- 
wood, presiding  elder  of  the  Warrenton  District,  both  greatly  interested  in  the 
work,  gave  valuable  aid  in  the  write-up  of  the  paper.  Mr.  Underwood  and 
Rev.  D.  H.  Tuttle,  at  the  annual  meeting  in  Kinston,  did  much  to  encourage 
the  leaders  in  many  ways.  Mrs.  Scott's  mother  had  just  died,  and  though  she  could 
not  attend  the  meeting,  she  sent  her  report,  a  very  encouraging  one.  There  was 
good  attendance  at  all  the  sessions.  Rev.  J.  W.  Jenkins  came  before  the  body, 
with  a  plea  that  each  auxiliary  would  clothe  one  of  the  thirty  orphan  children 
which  had  been  committed  to  his  care  in  the  first  building  erected  at  the  orphan- 
age with  no  money  provided  for  their  care  and  sustenance.  The  conference  voted 
to  do  this,  and  so  began  this  work  which  has  grown  to  such  dimensions  and  has 
been  of  such  incalculable  good.  In  the  spring  of  1902  the  Home  Mission  Board 
met  in  Richmond,  Va.,  and  Mrs.  Spiers'  request  that  this  work  might  be  reported, 
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was  granted  by  the  Board,  becoming  a  law,  but  it  was  repealed  after  several 
years  as  being  unfair  to  the  other  conferences. 

"In  1901,  against  her  physician's  orders,  Mrs.  Spiers  got  out  of  bed  to 
attend  and-  preside  over  the  annual  meeting  in  Warrenton.  Real  progress  was 
reported  at  that  meeting.  The  work  was  still  so  unpopular,  however,  that  Mrs. 
Spiers  asked  six  ministers  before  in  Rev.  E.  H.  Davis  she  found  one  who  would 
consent  to  preach  the  annual  sermon.  At  this  meeting  it  was  voted  to  hold  the 
annual  meetings  in  the  spring.  Dr.  Beaman  preached  the  annual  sermon  the  fol- 
lowing year,  and  Miss  Emily  Allen,  of  the  Board,  came  and  helped  us  very 
much.  The  minutes  of  this  meeting  were  the  first  ever  to  be  published  by  this 
conference  society.  Mrs.  Spiers  suffered  a  nervous  breakdown  after  the  meeting, 
but  Mrs.  Black  came  to  her  home  in  Weldon  and  they  arranged  the  matter  for 
the  printer.  Mrs.  Spiers  read  the  proof  in  bed,  but  she  was  so  broken  in  health 
she  had  to  leave  before  the  books  were  off  the  press,  and  Mrs.  Wilkins  received 
and  mailed  them,  500  copies  of  very  creditable  minutes  which  were  well  received. 

"For  several  months  Mrs.  Spiers  suffered  very  much,  and  on  the  4th  of 
July,  1902,  she  resigned  the  presidency.  Mrs.  Scott  and  other  ladies  met  again' in 
Raleigh  and  elected  her  successor.  Mrs.  Spiers  recovered  somewhat  and  was  a 
loyal,  faithful  worker,  but  would  never  consider  resuming  the  work.  In  1910 
at  the  annual  meeting  in  Elizabeth  City,  she  made  a  talk  on  Sunday  night  to  the 
conference,  and  worked  hard  for  two  issues  which  were  before  the  people  at 
the  time,  the  union  of  the  two  Departments  of  Woman's  Work,  and  the  right 
of  women  to  hold  office  in  the  church.  She  has  worked,  and  still  does,  for  the 
Bright  Jewels,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Weldon  Auxiliary,  has  by  her  prayers 
and  deep  spirituality,  as  well  as  active  service,  helped  very  much  the  missionary 
work  in  the  local  church." — Mrs.  Lee  Johnson. 

Never  did  workers  a  nobler  service  than  did  this  small  group  of 
devoted  Christian  women,  who,  in  1898,  put  their  shoulders  to  the 
wheels  of  a  seemingly  hopeless  and  most  unpopular  movement,  mired 
in  the  slough  of  dissatisfaction  and  active  opposition,  and  pushed  it 
out  onto  the  hard  and  oftentimes  rocky  highway  towards  success,  thus, 
without  doubt,  saving  to  the  North  Carolina  Conference  its  splendid 
Home  Mission  Society.  They  deserve  the  most  honorable  decoration 
given  for  true  courage  and  supreme  sacrifice.  Most  surely  they  are 
wearing  the  pure  white  Cross  of  Honor  of  the  Christian  Soldier  be- 
stowed by  our  Great  Commander  upon  His  loyal,  faithful  followers 
for  deeds  of  valor  "In  His  Name." 

On  the  24th  of  April,  1903,  the  society  assembled  in  annual  meet- 
ing in  Edenton  Street  Church,  Raleigh.  There  were  present  4  officers, 
2  superintendents,  2  district  secretaries,  7  delegates,  and  a  number  of 
visitors,  among  whom  were  Mrs.  Bates  of  the  Northern  Methodist 
Church,  Miss  Mary  Pescud,  Mrs.  Branner,  president  of  the  Western 
Carolina  Conference  Society,  Miss  Elizabeth  Davis  of  Areola,  con- 
secrated to  the  office  of  deaconess  at  the  recent  Board  meeting,  and 
Mrs.  T.  R.  Kendall,  who  in  1899  traveled  through  the  conference 
doing  such  valiant  service  for  the  society.  Mrs.  Underwood  explained 
the  work  of  settlement  houses.  Mrs.  Branner  told  of  her  efforts  to  have 
the  Board  make  the  school  at  Brevard  a  training  school  for  mountain 
girls  under  the  auspices  of  the  Woman's  Home  Mission  Society,  appeal- 
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ing  to  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society  for  its  support  in  estab- 
lishing the  school.  Miss  Davis  talked  of  Scarritt  and  her  work  in  the 
Rescue  Home  at  Dallas,  Texas. 

Our  Pioneer  Deaconess 

"Elizabeth  R.  Davis  of  Areola  in  Warren  County,  N.  C,  was  converted 
and  joined  the  Methodist  Church  near  Areola  when  she  was  eleven  years  old. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  she  took  charge  of  a  Sunday  school  in  an  old  school 
house  at  Areola.  Soon  afterwards  the  church  was  moved  there,  and  she  organized 
an  Epworth  League,  the  first  one  on  the  district.  While  Dr.  W.  S.  Black  was 
presiding  elder,  it  is  recorded  that  'she  was  a  member  of  the  quarterly  conference, 
but  the  Baltimore  General  Conference  upset  that  membership.'  She  has  since  been 
a  member  of  the  same  quarterly  conference.  She  had  had  no  opportunity  of 
membership  in  any  missionary  society,  but  'Aunt  Mary's'  letters  in  the  Advocate 
made  indelible  impressions  on  her  mind. 

"Because  of  the  enrollment  of  her  name  on  the  list  of  Sunday  school  workers 
at  the  Publishing  House  as  a  purchaser  of  Sunday  school  supplies,  other  periodi- 
cals reached  her  sometimes.  Among  them  came  the  little  paper  published  in  the 
interest  of  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School,  which  had  a  wonderful  influence 
upon  her.  She  subscribed,  also,  to  whatever  she  thought  might  help  her  to  become 
better  informed.  Reading  of  such  women  as  Miss  Gibson,  Miss  Emma  Cushman, 
the  Misses  Bennett  and  Misses  Helm,  decided  her  to  enter  Scarritt  as  the  place 
that  could  best  fit  her  for  the  work  she  so  ardently  desired  to  do. 

"She  entered  Scarritt  and  was  graduated  from  the  Bible  Department  in 
1902.  No  society  was  responsible  for  her.  She  wiped  dishes  to  pay  her  expenses, 
until,  during  the  spring  of  her  senior  year,  the  Scarritt  faculty  obtained  a  schol- 
arship for  her  from  a  Southern  Methodist  Church  in  Monticello,  Mo.  She  has 
often  thought  that  that  scholarship  saved  the  day  for  her,  for  she  was  needing 
a  lightening  of  her  hard  work.  She  was  consecrated  deaconess  in  April,  190  3,  in 
the  first  class  of  deaconesses  to  be  consecrated  in  the  Southern  Methodist  Church. 
She  was  re-appointed  to  work  in  Dallas,  Texas,  where  in  June,  1902,  she  had 
begun  her  work  in  what  is  now  the  Virginia  K.  Johnson  School. 

"In  1906  she  was  transferred  to  Wolff  Mission,  Ybor  City,  Florida,  and  in 
1907  to  the  Woman's  Home  and  Hospital  in  Tampa,  just  a  distance  of  ten  city 
blocks,  remaining  there  until  in  August,  1914,  she  had  to  take  rest.  In  the  fall 
of  1915  she  was  appointed  to  the  settlement  work  in  Macon,  Ga.,  and  in  1916 
to  settlement  work  in  Hartshorne,  Oklahoma,  but  spent  three  months  in  supplv 
work  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  before  going  on  to  Oklahoma.  In  1917  she  came  home 
to  North  Carolina  and  decided  she  would  better  rest.  Since  then,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  short  time  in  Rocky  Mount,  she  has  lived  quietly  at  her  home  in 
Areola,  helping  in  the  missionary  society  and  Sunday  school  and"  various  branches 
of  church  and  community  work,  and  whatever  she  can  do  in  helping  humanity, 
for  wherever  she  goes  the  work  of  Christ  stands  first." 

Mrs.  Kendall  addressed  herself  particularly  to  the  district  secre- 
taries, "greatly  magnifying  that  important  and  responsible  office,"  but 
emphasizing  the  fact  that  the  Home  Mission  Society  should  take  the 
place  of  the  old  local  Aid  Society. 

The  work  had  made  progress  during  the  year.  Mrs.  O.  Ryder  was 
made  patron  to  the  Pastors'  Wives  Loan  Fund,  and  Mesdames  Black, 
Scott,  and  R.  R.  Hill  life  members.  Three  parsonages  in  North  Caro- 
lina had  been  helped,  and  $831.82  had  been  raised  for  all  purposes. 
There  were  26  auxiliaries  with  583  members,  gains  of  7  with  106 
members;   133  subscribers  to  "Our  Homes";   10  pledged  to  tithing; 
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28  boxes,  valued  at  $285.04  sent  to  orphanage;  48  visits  to  prisons; 
700  to  sick  and  strangers;  347  needy  ones  relieved;  231  garments 
given;  2  auxiliaries  observed  Week  of  Prayer. 

Recommendations  from  committees  being  adopted,  committed 
the  society  to  assuming  its  share  in  raising  the  $10,000.00  to  place  with 
a  like  amount,  for  building  the  deaconess  nurse  hospital;  to  co-opera- 
tion in  the  establishment  of  a  Home  Mission  Training  S.chool  at  Bre- 
vard; to  the  addition  of  25  cents  in  dues  for  conference  expense;  to 
the  making  of-  free  will  offerings  by  members  over  and  above  dues 
and  Conference  Expense  Fund  of  $1.00  to  carry  on  the  general  work; 
and  to  increasing  the  sum  in  the  treasury,  $28.28,  to  $160.00  for  a 
Deaconess  Scholarship  at  Scarritt. 

Officers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Underwood;  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  vice-presidents, 
Mrs.  V.  Royster,  Mrs.  K.  P.  Black,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Spiers  ;  corresponding  secretary, 
Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott;  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Jerome;  treasurer,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Speight;  superintendent  supplies,  Mrs.  Ivan  Proctor;  superintendent  literature  and 
press  work,  Mrs.  R.  O.  Burton. 

District  Secretaries:  Durham  District,  Mrs.  S.  I.  Harrell;  Elizabeth  City, 
Mrs.  C.  W.  Hollowell;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  M.  J.  Simpson;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  A.  R. 
Miller;  Raleigh,  Mrs.  B.  F.  Dixon;  Rockingham,  no  election;  Warrenton,  Mrs. 
Ida  Wilkins;  Washington,  Mrs.  E.  E.  Exum;  Wilmington,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Prince. 

In  1904  the  annual  meeting  assembled  on  the  evening  of  the  2-7 th 
of  April  in  Selma.  There  were  present  6  officers,  4  district  secretaries, 
15  delegates,  and  6  visitors.  A  most  interesting  program  of  special 
music,  original  papers,  and  helpful  talks,  interspersing  the  routine  of 
business,  was  carried  out  according  to  their  adopted  rules  of  order. 

During  the  year  Rev.  R.  F.  Bumpass  had  been  added  to  the  list 
of  patrons  to  the  Educational  Endowment  Fund;  to  the  list  of  life 
members,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Underwood,  Mrs.  K.  C.  Richardson,  Mrs.  I.  M. 
Proctor,  Miss  Narcissa  Hutchings,  and  Miss  May  Rose,  juvenile;  246 
names  were  on  the  baby  roll,  an  increase  of  84;  144  in  the  Florine 
McEachern  Brigade;  and  1  parsonage  had  been  given  aid;  there  were 
33  Adult  Auxiliaries  with  760  members;  4  Juvenile  Societies  with 
114  members;  229  subscribers  to  "Our  Homes'';  113  taking  Reading 
Course;  20  pledged  to  tithing;  9  auxiliaries  observed  Week  of  Prayer; 
1,932  papers  and  leaflets  distributed;  1,337  visits  to  sick  and  strangers; 
240  needy  ones  assisted;  538  garments  distributed;  10  cottage  prayer 
meetings;  $2,100.02  for  all  purposes,  $873.43  of  which  had  been 
subscribed  to  the  Brevard  School  as  the  response  made  to  Miss  Belle 
Bennett's  appeals  for  this  school  as  she  traveled  through  the  conference 
in  its  interest.  There  was  a  recommendation  that  the  conference  society 
have  a  regular  organizer,  and  that  auxiliaries  be  divided  into  circles 
and  begin  active  canvass  among  the  church  members  to  enlist  them  in 
the  home  mission  work. 


Seven  Times  Seven 


239 


Officers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President^  Mrs.  J.  E.  Underwood ;  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  vice-presidents, 
Mrs.  V.  Royster,  Mrs.  K.  P.  Black,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Spiers ;  corresponding-  secretary, 
Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott j  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Jerome;  treasurer,  Mrs.  E.  L. 
Prince;  superintendent  supplies,  Mrs.  Ivan  Proctor;  superintendent  literature  and 
press  work,  Mrs.  R.  O.  Burton. 

District  Secretaries:  Durham  District,  Mrs.  S.  I.  Harrell;  Elizabeth  City, 
Mrs.  C.  W.  Hollowell;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  M.  J.  Simpson;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  A.  R. 
Miller;  Raleigh,  Mrs.  B.  F.  Dixon;  Rockingham,  no  election;  Warrenton,  Mrs. 
I.  T.  Wilkins;  Washington,  no  election;  Wilmington,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Shaw. 

Grace  Street  Church,  Wilmington,  was  hostess  to  the  annual  meet- 
ing in  1905,  24th  to  29th  of  May.  There  were  present  5  officers,  2 
district  secretaries,  8  delegates,  and  1 1  visitors,  among  them  Mrs. 
R.  W.  MacDonell  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  General  Secretary  of  the 
Board. 

During  the  year  4  parsonages  in  the  conference  had  been  aided; 
5  boxes  valued  at  $248.20  had  been  sent  to  ministers;  1,  at  $20.00  to 
Brevard,  and  28,  at  $329.48  to  the  orphanage;  $5,008.84  raised  for 
all  purposes;  there  were  42  Adult  Auxiliaries  with  915  members; 
3  Juvenile  Bands  with  95  members;  13  life  members;  157  members 
added  to  baby  roll;  269  subscribers  to  "Our  Homes";  87  taking 
Reading  Course;  36  pledged  to  tithing;  34  boxes  sent  off  and  reported 
to  superintendent  of  Supplies;  2,428  papers  and  leaflets  distributed; 
27  auxiliaries  observed  Week  of  Prayer;  3,040  visits  to  sick  and  starng- 
ers;  15  to  institutions;  37  cottage  prayer  meetings  or  Bible  readings 
held;  1,183  garments  in  good  order  distributed;  163  needy  cases 
assisted.  New  Bern  was  the  banner  district  in  financial  standing,  and 
Elizabeth  City  in  number  of  auxiliaries.  Lake  Landing  was  the  banner 
auxiliary,  having  raised  most  money  per  capita.  The  reading  of  the 
history  of  the  conference  society  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  at  one 
session,  and  it  was  received  with  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  to  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Shaw  for  her  excellent  paper.  It  was  ordered  to  be  included,  as  an 
appendix,  in  the  printed  conference  minutes. 

Officers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Shaw;  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  vice-presidents, 
Mrs.  C.  L.  Mims,  Mrs.  A.  P.  Tyre,  Mrs.  James  A.  Spiers;  corresponding  sec- 
retary, Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott;  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Jerome;  treasurer,  Mrs. 
E.  L.  Prince;  superintendent  supplies,  Mrs.  N.  E.  Edgerton;  superintendent  press, 
Mrs.  R.  O.  Burton. 

District  Secretaries:  Durham  District,  Mrs.  S.  I.  Harrell;  Elizabeth  City, 
Mrs.  C.  W.  Hollowell;  Fayetteville,  no  election;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  A.  R.  Miller; 
Raleigh,  Mrs.  B.  F.  Dixon;  Rockingham,  no  election;  Warrenton,  Mrs.  Ida  T. 
Wilkins;  Washington,  Mrs.  R.  C.  Craven;  Wilmington,  Mrs.  N.  M.  Watson. 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Underwood 

"It  was  in  the  work  of  the  Woman's  Home  Mission  Society  I  first  came  into 
personal  touch  with  Mrs.  J.  E.  Underwood.  The  quiet,  unobtrusive  way  in  which 
she  brought  things  to  pass,  made  me  know  I  had  come  close  to  a  great  soul. 
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"The  home  work  in  the  North  Carolina  Conference  had  been  disrupted,  all 
of  which  is  a  matter  of  history ;  but  the  Master's  last  command  in  its  entirety, 
'Go  teach  all  nations,  beginning  at  Jerusalem,'  was  still  ringing  in  the  ears  of 
many  of  our  Methodist  women.  It  takes  a  brave  heart,  one  with  a  vision,  to 
undertake  to  revive  a  seeming  failure,  but  a  few  consecrated  souls,  Mrs.  Under- 
wood among  them,  did  this  very  thing. 

"For  several  years  she  was  president  of  the  re-organized  work,  giving  her 
time,  her  talents,  and  her  prayers  to  forward  the  work  of  the  Woman's  Home 
Mission  Society.  There  were  days  of  discouragement,  but  she  did  not  falter. 
Those  of  us  who  worked  with  her,  knew  how  heartsore  she  often  was  because 
of  the  failure  of  many  to  respond  to  her  leadership.  At  a  meeting  in  Raleigh 
in  1903  I  recall  how  earnestly  she  pleaded  for  a  better  understanding  of  what 
she  was  trying  to  do.  I  was  very  close  to  her  in  those  days.  The  last  time  I  saw 
her  was  during  the  last  missionary  conference  held  in  Elizabeth  City.  Much 
sorrow  had  left  its  traces  on  her  face,  but  her  eyes  were  shining.  She  threw  her 
arms  about  me  and  said,  'We  are  not  much  known  in  this  great  meeting,  but 
we  remember  the  struggles  and  disappointments,  the  hard  work  we  put  in  the 
Home  Department  in  its  early  days,  so  after  all  we  may  claim  some  little  part 
in  this  great  success.' 

"It  is  in  appreciation  of  her  seed  sowing  and  early  cultivation  that  I  place 
this  tribute  to  her  memory.  'She  hath  done  what  she  could'." — Mrs.  S.  I.  Harrell, 
a  co-worker. 

New  Auxiliaries 

Trinity  Church,  Durham,  1903.  A  Home  Mission  Society  was  organized  in 
our  church  in.  1903  by  Miss  Belle  Bennett,  with  25  charter  members.  All  the 
members  of  the  foreign  society  at  that  time  joined  in  the  work.  This  society 
united  with  the  Foreign  Society  after  1910,  at  the  time  of  the  authorization 
by  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council. — Miss  Nell  D.  Umstead. 

Milton,  1903.  Our  Home  Mission  (or  Aid)  Society  was  organized  in  1903 
by  Mrs.  J.  A.  Dailey,  the  pastor's  wife,  the  charter  members  being  Mesdames 
J.  A.  Dailey,  R.  L.  Dixon,  C.  B.  Newsome,  C.  B.  Austin,  J.  A.  Hurdle,  and 
S.  S.  Langford.  It  was  because  of  the  desperate  needs  of  the  local  church  and 
parsonage  that  this  was  done.  The  first  great  effort  of  this  society  was  to  purchase 
a  parsonage,  having  always  rented  one  before,  and  it  was  accomplished  by  each 
member  pledging  and  sticking  to  her  pledge. — Mrs.  Charles  R.  Thomas. 

City  Road,  Elizabeth  City,  1903.  Our  society  was  organized  in  1903  by 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Underwood,  our  presiding  elder's  wife,  with  these  members:  Mesdames 
S.  T.  Crawford,  Fred  Davis,  J.  W.  Martin,  Will  Dunton  (now  Mrs.  N.  H. 
O'Neal),  J.  M.  Richardson,  J.  A.  Kramer,  P.  H.  Williams,  J.  E.  Underwood. 
Mrs.  Underwood  was  our  president  as  long  as  she  lived  here.  We  had  a  strong 
Aid  Society  which  was  working  hard  to  buy  a  pipe  organ,  and  carpet  for  our 
new  church  which  was  dedicated  in  1902,  help  build  and  furnish  the  Sunday 
school  room,  buy  and  furnish  the  parsonage.  In  1910,  when  the  General  Con- 
ference authorized  the  union  of  the  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Societies,  we 
became  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  not  having  done  foreign  work  before. 
We  sold  Chinese  stamps,  realizing  over  $1 00.00 ;  in  1921  we  sent  a  box  of 
clothing  valued  at  $350.00  to  the  Belgian  sufferers  through  Miss  Daviesj  and 
as  a  token  of  love  we  gave  a  purse  of  $10.00  to  Miss  Ruth  Merritt  before  she 
sailed  for  Brazil.  Within  the  last  five  years  our  Ladies  Aid  and  Missionary 
Societies  have  united  and  we  have  organized  into  circles,  which  has  been  the 
cause  of  large  increase  in  members  in  reaching  more  people  with  the  missionary 
programs.  We  paid  our  quota,  $140.00,  on  the  Bennett  Memorial,  putting  the 
name  of  our  society,  the  Sarah  Crawford  Missionary  Society,  in  the  Book  of 
Remembrance.  Our  Social  Service  Committee  is  very  active  in  relief  and  uplift 
work.  The  Bright  Jewels  were  organized  in  1913  by  Mrs.  P.  H.  Williams  with 
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these  members:  Frances  and  Helen  Williams,  Charles  and  Francis  Seyfert,  Carlton 
Woodley,  Wesley  Martin,  Waymoth  Davis,  Rachel  Williams,  Stella  Thompson, 
Willie  Dozier,  Surley  and  Cecil  Richardson.  The  Bright  Jewels  have  united  with 
the  Epworth  League  and  are  doing  good  work.  Since  1921  we  have  had  a  study 
class  each  year.  We  feel  we  do  so  little  but  pray  that  that  may  become  more. 
—Mrs.  P.  H.  Williams. 

La  Grange ,  August,  1903.  Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott  and  Dr.  F.  D.  Swindell,  pre- 
siding elder  of  the  New  Bern  District,  organized  the  society  here,  in  August, 
1903,  with  13  charter  members:  Mesdames  Leon  Fields,  F.  B.  Fields,  J.  A. 
Saunders,  R.  G.  Creech,  Julia  Creech,  Witherspoon,  Alex  Sutton,  J.  W.  P.  Smith- 
wick,  Sally  Thompson,  Mary  Wooten,  J.  M.  Hodges,  and  Misses  Rosa  Creech 
and  Ida  Sutton,  Mrs.  Witherspoon  being  made  president.  There  have  been  many 
struggles  to  keep  the  society  going,  and  some  meetings  there  would  be  only  two 
present,  but  we  have  kept  bravely  on  until  today  we  are  more  enthusiastic  and 
more  keenly  alive  to  the  great  possibilities  of  doing  good  in  this  splendid  organi- 
zation.— Mrs.  J.  E.  Jones. 

West  Durham,  September,  1903.  The  Home  Mission  Society  was  organized 
at  West  Durham  in  September,  1903,  by  our  district  secretary,  Mrs.  S.  I.  Harrell, 
with  seven  members:  Mesdames  B.  N.  Mann,  C.  P.  Jerome,  Jack  Warner,  J.  C. 
White,  Ben  Perry,  Julia  Murdock,  and  J.  J.  Baldwin.  The  women  of  the  church 
were  not  interested,  and  at  first  it  was  very  discouraging.  In  1916  Mrs.  Murdock 
organized  the  Young  People,  with  these  members:  Ernest  Tinnin,  Joe  Kelley, 
Evelyn  Jerry,  Pearl  Cook,  Minnie  Cook,  Rosa  Warren,  Marion  Holloway  and 
others  I  cannot  remember.  Mrs.  J.  W.  Bradley  organized  the  children  in  1921. 
Mrs.  B.  N.  Mann,  our  first  president,  was  at  one  time  our  district  secretary. 
In  1910  a  Parsonage  Aid  Society  disbanded,  and  all  the  members  decided  to 
join  the  Missionary  Society  with  combined  home  and  foreign  work. — Written  by 
one  of  the  members,  name  not  given. 

Hertford,  1904.  Through  the  efforts  of  Mrs.  S.  I.  Harrell  in  1904  our 
Home  Mission  Society  was  organized,  Mrs.  M.  H.  Tuttle,  the  pastor's  wife,  being 
made  president,  and  these  members:  Mesdames  G.  D.  Newby,  K.  R.  Newbold, 
Nathan  Newby,  W.  T.  McMullan,  H.  C.  Stokes,  M.  H.  White,  Lucullus  Mc- 
Mullan,  and  Sue  B.  Toms.  Of  these  only  Mrs.  G.  D.  Newby  and  Mrs.  Newbold 
are  living.  At  the  beginning  of  1913  the  Home  and  Foreign  Societies  united, 
and  since  then  our  growth  has  been  continuous,  though  slow  perhaps,  and  we  feel 
that  there  is  more  to  be  done  than  ever  before. — Mrs.  W.  A.  Felton. 

Rowland,  1904.  Our  society  was  organized  as  a  Ladies  Aid  in  1904,  with 
four  members,  each  paying  one  dollar  into  the  treasury  and  ten  cents  monthly 
dues.  Miss  Myrtie  Muse  was  our  president  and  the  other  members  were  Mrs. 
W.  W.  Webster,  Misses  Linnie  Webster  and  Kate  Hamer,  and  Rev.  J.  W.  Bradley. 
Our  Young  People  were  organized  in  1912,  and  in  1914  our  Children. — Mrs. 
B.  A.  Edens. 

Carthage,  June,  1905.  The  Woman's  Home  Mission  Society  of  Carthage 
was  organized  in  June,  1905,  by  Mrs.  W.  T.  Jones,  who  had  just  returned 
from  a  missionary  meeting  in  Asheville  where  she  became  very  enthusiastic  on 
home  missions,  pledging  $500.00  to  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School.  When 
she  came  back  she  called  a  meeting  in  her  home  and  organized  a  society  with 
these  members:  Mesdames  W.  T.  Jones,  A.  D.  Muse,  Flora  Black,  M.  D.  Mc- 
Iver,  M.  B.  Jenkins,  R.  H.  Broom,  Charles  T.  Sinclair,  M.  E.  Adams,  S.  W. 
Humber,  N.  A.  McKeithan,  T.  H.  Harrington.  Mrs.  Jones  was  made  president 
and  re-elected  every  year  till  1914  when  the  home  and  foreign  auxiliaries  united. 
This  society  numbered  43  at  that  time.  There  was  much  opposition  to  this  com- 
bination, many  preferring  to  keep  the  two  societies  separate.  Mrs.  A.  D.  Muse 
was  the  first  secretary  of  the  Fayetteville  District,  and  the  first  district  meeting 
was  held  in  Carthage.  During  this  auxiliary's  existence  the  following  was  expended 
and  reported  to  conference  treasurer:  Total  sent  to  conference  treasurer,  $5  22.1  1  ; 
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on  local  work,  $1,550.92  ;  Mrs.  Jones'  gift  to  Scarritt,  $500.00}  $2,573.03 

making-  our  grand  total. — Mrs.  Charles  T.  Sinclair. 

Parkers' ,  Corapeake,  1905.  In  October,  1905,  Mrs.  T.  W.  Costen  organized 
the  Home  Mission  Society  with  these  members:  Mesdames  R.  T.  Savage,  C.  W. 
Vann,  Sallie  Parker,  Lee  Morgan,  S.  A.  Savage,  Sue  Pierce,  E.  F.  Beamon,  and 
Misses  Maggie  Parker,  Mariella  Parker,  Margaret  Parker,  Minnie  Morgan, 
Allie  Vann,  Lizzie  Franklin,  and  Lucy  Lee  Morgan.  Mrs.  Lee  Morgan  was 
secretary  of  the  Elizabeth  City  District,  1909-191  1,  in  the  Home  Mission  Con- 
ference Society. — Mrs.  Lee  Morgan. 

1906-1909 .  General  Conference  Action 
It  will  be  remembered  that  in  1894  "city  mission  work  of  the 
society  was  inaugurated  as  a  distinctive  feature  from  the  local  work 
of  the  city  churches."  In  the  Episcopal  address  to  the  General  Con- 
ference of  1906  one  of  the  recommendations  made  by  the  bishops  was, 
that,  because  of  the  imperative  necessity  of  strengthening  the  church's 
hold  upon  the  city,  a  department  of  home  and  city  missions  should  be 
established  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  with  an 
assistant  secretary  in  charge,  who  should  be  elected  and  salaried  by  the 
Board;  the  relation  of  this'  secretary  to  the  Domestic  Boards  of  Mis- 
sions and  to  the  City  Mission  Boards  to  be  advisory  and  co-operative. 
The  candidates  for  city  missions,  to  be  accepted  by  the  Committee  on 
Candidates  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  on  the  basis  of  candidates  for 
foreign  work  as  to  fitness  and  tenure  of  service,  and,  when  accepted., 
to  be  nominated  for  an  appointment  to  the  bishop  in  charge  of  the 
conference  in  which  they  should  work. 

In  summarizing  the  work  of  the  Woman's  Home  Mission  Society, 
the  bishops  commended  it  highly.  The  growth  during  the  quadrennium 
had  been  phenomenal — the  membership  more  than  doubled;  the  in- 
come increased  fully  three-fold;  the  parsonages  helped  exceeding  in 
number  and  amounts  any  previous  period  of  the  society's  helpful  his- 
tory; it  was  caring  for  15  educational  centers  ranging  from  indus- 
trial to  normal  schools  with  more  than  5,000  pupils,  a  night  school  and 
a  day  school  for  Italians  at  Tampa  being  among  the  new  institutions 
of  the  quadrennium.  As  a  result  of  the  society's  work  among  the 
Japanese  on  the  Pacific  coast  two  churches  for  them  had  been  estab- 
lished. The  society  had  23  City  Mission  Boards  in  active  operation, 
employing  26  trained  workers,  40  salaried  workers,  and  a  voluntary 
force  of  more  than  200  from  the  rank  and  file  of  the  church  who 
were  able  to  devote  an  evening  a  week  to  a  reading  club,  a  mothers' 
club,  or  some  other  phase  of  work  looking  towards  social  and  industrial 
betterment.  The  deaconess  movement  had  caused  wider  interest  than 
any  other  in  charge  of  that  Board,  and  the  action  of  General  Confer- 
ence in  providing  for  the  office  and  work  of  a  deaconess  had  met  with 
general  approval  and  cordial  appreciation.  The  urgent  demand  for 
such  trained  workers  was  an  evidence  that  the  measure  adopted  was 
neither  premature  nor  ill-advised. 
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In  pursuance  of  the  recommendations  of  the  bishops,  the  General 
Conference  authorized  the  organization,  or  establishment  of  a  Home 
Mission  Department  under  the  supervision  of  the  General  Board  of 
Missions,  providing  for  its  different  officers  and  their  various  duties,  to 
be  in  charge  of  an  assistant  secretary.  He  was  "authorized,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Missions  to 
organize  a  system  of  city  missions,  in  the  administration  of  which  he 
shall  seek  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  annual  conference  Boards 
of  Missions,  the  Church  Extension  Board,  and  the  Woman's  Home 
Mission  Society."  The  candidates  for  city  mission  work  were  regulated 
according  to  the  recommendation  of  the  bishops  given  above.  At  the 
request  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Home  Missions,  the  constitution  was 
changed  so  as  to  add  to  its  membership  an  associate  secretary,  and,  as 
ex  officio  members,  the  President  and  General  Secretary  of  the  Wo- 
man's Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  conference  society,  April  20-23,  1906, 
was  held  in  Fremont,  closing  a  year  of  unequaled  advancement.  There 
were  in  attendance  6  officers,  6  district  secretaries,  16  delegates,  and 
a  number  of  visitors.  The  guest  of  honor  was  Miss  Belle  Bennett,  the 
President  of  the  Board,  who,  throughout  the  sessions  was  ready  with 
whatever  information  or  instruction  was  needed.  In  the  absence  of  the 
president,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Shaw,  who  had  been  obliged  to  resign  on  ac- 
count of  her  health,  the  vice-president  was  pleased  to  have  her  assistance 
in  presiding.  Mrs.  W.  .W.  Shaw  presented  to  the  society  from  the 
auxiliary  of  Trinity  Church,  Durham,  a  gavel  made  from  a  limb  of 
the  tree  under  which  Johnson  surrendered  to  Sherman. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  preceding  year,  it  was  decided  to 
complete  a  fund  in  the  making  for  a  deaconess  scholarship  at  Scarritt, 
and  lend  it  to  some  other  conference  society,  but  not  long  after  the 
meeting,  the  occasion  to  use  it  for  one  of  the  conference's  own  daugh- 
ters arose  when  God  laid  His  hand  upon  Miss  Sarah  K.  Lowder,  the 
daughter  also  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Lowder,  and  called  her  to 
special  work  in  His  vineyard.  Miss  Lowder  was  then  at  Scarritt,  in 
training  for  deaconess  work. 

It  was  reported  that  5  parsonages  had  been  aided  in  the  North 
Carolina  Conference;  that  $6,555.20  had  been  raised  for  all  purposes; 
55  Adult  Auxiliaries  with  1,196  members;  5  Young  People  and 
Juvenile  Societies  with  122  members;  13  life  members;  164  members 
added  to  the  baby  roll;  236  members  of  the  Florine  McEachern  Mite 
Box  Brigade;  289  subscribers  to  "Our  Homes";  48  tithers;  27  boxes 
of  supplies  donated;  2  scholarships  supported;  3,204  papers  and  leaflets 
distributed;  3,752  visits  to  sick  and  strangers;  14  to  institutions;  38 
cottage  prayer  meetings  or  Bible  readings  held;  563  garments  in  good 
order  distributed;  and  266  needy  cases  assisted. 
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Officers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  R.  B.  John;  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  vice-presidents,  Mrs. 
C.  L.  Mims,  Mrs.  A.  P.  Tyre,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Spiers;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs. 
S.  H.  Scott;  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Shaw;  treasurer,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Prince; 
superintendent  Supplies,  Mrs.  N.  E.  Edgerton;  superintendent  Press  Work,  Miss 
Eliza  Norfleet  Smith;  editor  Advocate  column,  Mrs.  R.  O.  Burton. 

District  Secretaries:  Durham  District,  Mrs.  S.  I.  Harrell;  Elizabeth  City, 
Mrs.  E.  W.  Hollowell;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  C.  P.  Jerome;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  A.  R. 
Miller;  Raleigh,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Call;  Rockingham,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Underwood;  War- 
renton,  Mrs.  Ida  T.  Wilkins;  Washington,  Mrs.  R.  C.  Craven;  Wilmington, 
Mrs.  N.  M.  Watson. 

The  annual  meeting  of  1907  was  held  in  Smithfield,  9th  to  12th 
of  May.  There  were  in  attendance  5  officers,  4  district  secretaries,  and 
25  delegates.  For  the  first  time  the  assignment  of  certain  pews  as  the 
"bar  of  the  conference"  is  recorded,  and  the  reading,  with  explanatory 
comments,  of  the  constitution  and  by-laws.  A  letter  from  Miss  Sarah 
Lowder,  then  doing  city  mission  work  in  Galveston,  Texas,  was  read 
by  Mrs.  Scott.  It  was  voted  to  continue  the  deaconess  scholarship,  and 
$153.00  was  pledged  by  different  auxiliary  delegates  on  that  fund. 
The  conference  also  voted  that  a  reporter  should  be  elected  or  appoint- 
ed at  each  annual  meeting  to  report  its  proceedings  through  the  daily 
papers,  and  to  abolish  the  $1.00  extra  per  member,  substituting,  in  its 
stead,  a  "pledge"  to  be  apportioned  to  the  different  districts  according 
to  the  financial  strength  of  the  auxiliaries.  The  first  "pledge"  was 
made  at  that  meeting,  amounting  to  $1,300.00,  New  Bern's  assess- 
ment of  $240.00  being  the  highest. 

There  were  5  parsonages  within  the  conference  aided  to  the 
amount  of  $500.00;  17  auxiliaries  were  organized  but  14  disbanded, 
and  the  year  closed  with  54  Adult  Auxiliaries  (net  increase  3)  with 
1,362  members;  4  Young  People  and  Juvenile  Societies  (decrease  1) 
with  72  members;  13  life  members;  71  members  added  to  baby  roll; 
657  members  in  Florine  McEachern  Brigade;  354  subscribers  to  "Our 
Homes";  72  tithers;  25  boxes  of  supplies  sent;  2  scholarships  sup- 
ported; 21,418  papers  and  leaflets  distributed;  25  auxiliaries  observed 
Week  of  Prayer;  3,853  visits  made  to  sick  and  strangers,  6  to  insti- 
tutions; 60  cottage  prayer  meetings  or  Bible  readings  held;  777  gar- 
ments in  good  order  distributed;  300  needy  cases  assisted;  $6,521.18 
total  raised  for  all  purposes;  boxes  valued  at  $378.44  to  orphanage, 
and  one  at  $34.00  to  a  preacher. 

Officers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  R.  B.  John,  Raleigh;  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  vice-presi- 
dents, Mrs.  T.  W.  Costen,  Jr.,  Gatesville,  Mrs.  A.  P.  Tyer,  Washington,  Mrs. 
J.  A.  Spiers,  Selma;  -corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott,  New  Bern; 
recording  secretary,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Shaw,  Durham;  treasurer,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Prince, 
Wilmington;  superintendent  Supplies,  Mrs.  N.  E.  Edgerton,  Selma;  superinten- 
dent Press  Work,  Mrs.  R.  C.  Craven,  Henderson;  editor  Advocate  column,  Mrs. 
R.  B.  John. 
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District  Secretaries :  Durham  District,  Mrs.  B.  N.  Mann  of  Durham ;  Eliza- 
beth City,  Mrs.  C.  W.  Hollowell  of  Elizabeth  City;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  C.  P. 
Jerome  of  Pittsboro ;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Trueman  of  New  Bern ;  Raleigh, 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Call  of  Selma;  Rockingham,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Underwood  of  Rocking- 
ham; Warrenton,  Mrs.  Ida  T.  Wilkins  of  Weldon;  Washington,  Mrs.  W.  M. 
Darden  of  Fremont;  Wilmington,  Mrs.  L.  A.  Blue  of  Wilmington. 

Main  Street  Church,  Durham,  entertained  the  annual  meeting  in 
1908,  from  the  evening  of  the  7th  through  the  10th  of  May.  In  at- 
tendance there  were  7  officers,  7  district  secretaries,  and  33  delegates. 
For  the  first  time  the  annual  message  of  the  president  appears  in  the 
minutes — "it  was  inspiring  and  encouraging  and  was  received  with 
appreciation."  It  is  recorded  that  "the  report  of  Miss  Sarah  Lowder, 
our  trained  worker  at  Roberdel,  was  read  by  Mrs.  J.  E.  Underwood. 
It  is  gratifying  that  a  place  in  our  own  conference  has  claimed  Miss 
Sarah  Lowder,  our  last  year's  graduate  from  the  Scarritt  Bible  and 
Training  School.  She  is  now  in  Rockingham  under  the  direction  of 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Underwood,  where  she  is  doing  the  work  of  a  city 
missionary."  This  work  was  in  a  cotton  mill  village  about  three  miles 
from  Rockingham,  her  salary  being  paid  by  the  mill  company.  Miss 
Mabel  Head,  associate  secretary  to  the  Woman's  Board,  came  into 
the  conference  in  February,  spending  fourteen  days  and  visiting  four- 
teen towns.  The  results  of  her  work  were  felt  immediately. 

Adult  Auxiliaries  were  organized  at  Rose  Hill,  Magnolia,  Capelsie, 
KittrelPs  Church,  Gates,  Zion  Church,  Willow,  Henderson,  Scotland 
Neck,  Trenton,  Hall's  Church,  Antryville,  Young  People's  Auxiliary, 
Fremont.  After  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  these  were  organized: 
Bethany  Church,  Roanoke  Island;  Goldsboro,  Falling  Creek  Church; 
Pee  Dee  Church,  Rockingham;  Oliver's  Church,  Robeson  Circuit; 
Asbury  Church,  Robeson  Circuit;  Louisburg,  Kenly;  Young  People's, 
Elizabeth  City. 

There  were  57  Adult  Auxiliaries  with  1,313  members;  1  Young 
People's  Society  with  14  members;  15  life  members;  44  members 
added  to  baby  roll;  439  members  Florine  McEachern  Brigade;  355 
subscribers  to  "Our  Homes";  101  tithers;  32  boxes  of  supplies  sent 
off;  2  scholarships  supported;  3,159  papers  and  leaflets  distributed; 
32  auxiliaries  observed  Week  of  Prayer;  5,336  visits  made  to  sick  and 
strangers;  73  cottage  prayer  meetings  or  Bible  readings  held;  866 
garments  in  good  order  distributed;  569  needy  cases  assisted;  $8,099.- 
87  total  amount  for  all  purposes;  and  $665.32  total  value  of  supplies. 

Officers  a?id  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  R.  B.  John,  Raleigh;  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  vice-presi- 
dents, Mrs.  T.  W.  Costen,  Sunbury,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Angier,  Durham,  Mrs.  J.  A. 
Spiers,  Selma;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott,  New  Bern;  recording 
secretary,  Mrs.  B.  N.  Mann,  Durham;  treasurer,  Mrs.  N.  E.  Edgerton,  Selma; 
superintendent  Supplies,  Mrs.  Ida  T.  Wilkins,  Weldon;  superintendent  Press 
Work,  Mrs.  R.  C.  Craven,  Henderson;  editor  Advocate  column,  Mrs.  R.  O.  Bur- 
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ton;  sessions  reporters:  Mrs.  T.  A.  Costen  (News  and  Observer)  and  Mrs.  B.  U. 
Brooks  (Charlotte  Observer). 

District  Secretaries:  Durham  District,  Miss  Lillie  Duke  of  Durham;  Eliza- 
beth City,  Mrs.  P.  G.  Hollowell  of  Elizabeth  City;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  John  Mc- 
Cotten  of  Fayetteville;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Trueman  of  New  Bern;  Raleigh, 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Call  of  Selma;  Rockingham,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Underwood  of  Rockingham; 
Warrenton,  Mrs.  Lee  Johnson  of  Weldon;  Washington,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Parker  of 
Farmville;  Wilmington,  Mrs.  Edgar  L.  Hart  of  Wilmington. 

The  conference  minutes  for  1909  are  not  available,  but  a  few 
items  of  the  year's  work  have  been  gathered  from  the  1910  minutes. 
The  annual  meeting  was  held  in  Louisburg;  there  were  61  Adult 
Auxiliaries  with  1,666  members;  8  Young  People's  Societies  with  153 
members;  15  life  members;  119  members  added  to  baby  roll;  1,172 
members  Florine  McEachern  Brigade;  434  subscribers  to  "Our 
Homes";  136  tithers;  64  boxes  of  supplies  sent;  2  scholarships  sup- 
ported; 3,786  papers  and  leaflets  distributed;  27  auxiliaries  observed 
Week  of  Prayer;  5,882  visits  to  sick  and  strangers;  74  to  institutions; 
234  cottage  prayer  meetings  or  Bible  readings  held;  1,471  garments 
in  good  order  distributed;  $1,210.75  value  of  boxes  of  supplies;  and 
$10,740.44  amount  of  money  raised  for  all  purposes.  What  a  won- 
derful growth  in  ten  years,  in  spite  of  the  discouragements  and  dis- 
heartening conditions  this  plucky  little  band  of  workers  had  had  to 
struggle  against!  One  honors  them. 

New  Auxiliaries 

Hannah  Koonce  y  Richlands,  1906.  Our  society  was  organized  in  February, 
1906,  by  Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott,  with  these  members  in  Home  and  Foreign  Departments: 
Mesdames  Hannah  Koonce  (for  whom  our  auxiliary  is  named),  Lizzie  Rhodes, 
Sarah  Koonce,  Yonnie  Hatch,  W.  S.  Erwin,  Callie  Taylor,  Mary  Sylvester,  Dollie 
Aman,  Henrietta  Horslie,  and  Mrs.  R.  R.  Grant.  This  society  grew  from  an 
Aid  Society  organized  in  1 904  under  Rev.  R.  R.  Grant's  pastorate.  We  have 
supported  as  generously  as  we  could  all  the  missionary  enterprises  undertaken 
by  Boards  and  Council,  putting  forth  every  effort  possible  to  keep  the  missionary 
spirit  alive  in  our  hearts  and  lives.  Mrs.  C.  T.  Rogers  organized  the  young  people 
with  ten  young  women,  and  in  1914  Miss  Elizabeth  Koonce  organized  the  chil- 
dren. The  Hannah  Koonce  Auxiliary  is  proud  that  out  from  its  ranks  in  1915 
went  Mrs.  Mary  Jarmon  Hearn  as  a  medical  missionary  to  Shanghai,  China. 
We  are  proud  of  our  history  and  that  we  are  making  history  for  future  genera- 
tions.— Mrs.  J.  R.  Hatch  and  Mrs.  Nettie  DeFord. 

Pollocksville,  March  8,  1906.  On  the  8th  of  March,  1906,  Mrs.  S.  H.  §cott 
organized  these  women  into  a  Home  Mission  Society:  Mrs.  Annie  Shepard  Hart, 
J.  W.  Shepard,  M.  E.  Bryan,  N.  J.  Leary,  G.  R.  Hughes,  Jack  Pearce,  H.  A. 
Chadwick,  and  Nellie  Pearce  Taylor.  I  was  elected  president  because  I  started 
the  movement,  and — a  fact  against  them! — they  have  always  kept  me  president, 
though  I  am  too  feeble  now  to  have  much  to  do  with  programs.  The  earliest 
date  I  have  of  Bright  Jewels  is  1911,  January,  but  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson  could 
tell  if  she  has  kept  her  books.  My!  why  didn't  they  tell  us  in  the  beginning  to 
keep  our  records!  Mrs.  C.  T.  Rogers  organized  the  Young  People's  Society  in 
1919,  with  these  members:  Sarah  and  Elizabeth  Chadwick,  Madie  and  Jennie  L. 
Oliver,  Nellie  and  Belle  Parker  and  Mary  Pearce,  and  Mrs.  Karl  Chadwick  as 
president.  They  have  a  large  membership  at  times  and  usually  meet  every  Thurs- 
day night.  Since  February,  1917,  we  have  had  an  Aid  Society  for  local  work, 
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organizing  with  Mesdames  Lummie  Ward,  Ridie  Parker,  Maud  Cobb,  H.  A. 
Chadwick,  Jack  Pearce,  Julia  Simmons,  Nan  McDaniel,  A.  F.  Hammond,  M.  E. 
Bryan,  and  N.  J.  Leary.  They  have  helped  our  own  parsonage,  orphanage,  and 
been  a  wonderful  help  to  the  church.  I  did  not  join  at  first  because  I  felt  I 
already  had  more  than  I  could  do,  but  have  been  a  member  since  1920,  and  so  has 
Mrs.  G.  R.  Hughes.  I  forgot  to  say  I  organized  the  Bright  Jewels.  We  have  done 
so  little  in  our  church  organization,  especially  in  raising  money.  I  feel  we  are 
not  worthy  of  the  name. — Mrs.  Nellie  Pearce  Taylor. 

Farmville,  September,  1906.  In  1902  the  Methodist  women  here  organized 
a  "Church  Builders'  Society."  The  church,  begun  in  the  fall  of  190  3,  was  com- 
pleted in  1904,  while  Rev.  L.  E.  Sawyer  was  pastor.  Our  society  then  became 
the  "Ladies  Aid  Society,"  and  with  the  few  men  of  the  church,  we  built  a  par- 
sonage. Desiring  then  to  "lengthen  their  cords  and  strengthen  their  stakes,"  the 
pastor,  Rev.  W.  F.  Galloway,  on  Sunday,  September  2nd,  1906,  organized  the 
"Woman's  Home  Mission  Society."  The  officers  elected  were :  President,  Mrs. 
J.  L.  Barrett j  1st  and  2nd  vice-presidents,  Mrs.  J.  R.  Newton  and  Mrs.  R.  L. 
Joyner;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Thornej  recording  secretary,  Miss 
Agnes  Moore  5  treasurer,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Parker.  The  other  members  were  Mrs. 
W.  F.  Galloway,  Miss  Mollie  Rouse,  Miss  Mary  Joyner  (now  Mrs.  T.  W.  Lang), 
and  Mrs.  Sam  Lewis.  Progressive  from  the  first,  the  society's  members  have 
manifested  great  interest.  It  had  its  struggles,  its  trials,  its  discouragements. 
Often,  meetings  have  been  held  with  only  four  members,  but  they  were  held 
any  way.  Mrs.  J.  W.  Parker  was  sent  to  the  annual  meeting  in  1907  in  Smith- 
field  with  a  promising  report,  which  received  great  applause  in  the  statement 
that  every  auxiliary  member  was  a  subscriber  to  "Our  Homes."  In  1907  Mrs. 
Parker  began  a  baby  roll  and  a  Mite  Box  Brigade  which  were  continued  for 
several  years  by  Mrs.  J.  E.  Patrick  and  Miss  Agnes  Moore,  and  assumed  the 
support  of  a  child  at  our  orphanage,  which  custom  continues  today.  Mrs.  J.  H. 
Harris,  in  1913,  organized  a  Bright  Jewel  Band  with  fifteen  members.  This  was 
re-organized  in  1915  by  Mrs.  Mary  Croom  Thorne.  In  1916  Mrs.  R.  A.  Fields 
organized  a  Young  People's  Society.  Under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  J.  W.  Love- 
lace in  1915  the  Foreign  Department  was  added,  but  the  members  were  not 
obliged  to  join.  Eight  members  did  join,  and  at  last  all  the  others  joined  and 
we  had  a  united  society.  In  1915  we  had  our  first  mission  study  class,  "The 
New  Home  Missions,"  Mrs.  Parker  being  elected  its  president.  Junior  mission 
study  was  begun  in  1920  by  Mrs.  W.  M.  Willis.  We  began  to  support  a  Bible 
woman  in  China  in  1 9 1 8 ;  we  have  always  observed  the  Week  of  Prayer  and 
made  generous  donations  j  we  look  after  our  sick  and  strangers,  and  keep  our 
parsonage,  which  was  furnished  through  the  local  department,  in  good  condition. 
We  made  the  honor  roll  first  in  192  3  under  Mrs.  Lang  and  have  continued  to 
do  so  ever  since.  Mrs.  J.  W.  Parker  was  secretary  of  the  Washington  District 
in  190  8-1909,  the  only  member  to  hold  a  conference  office.  Her  outstanding  work 
was  the  organization  of  a  great  many  auxiliaries.  We  number  5  5  in  membership 
now,  but  have  enrolled  100  since  our  organization.  These  members  have  served 
as  president:  Mesdames  John  L.  Barrett,  J.  W.  Parker,  Helen  Watkins,  J.  W. 
Lovelace,  R.  A.  Fields,  T.  W.  Lang,  J.  H.  Harris,  and  Miss  Agnes  Moore. — 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Parker. 

Wanchesey  1907.  The  Home  Mission  Society  was  organized  at  Wanchese  in 
1907  by  Mrs.  W.  H.  Brown,  the  pastor's  wife,  with  these  members:  Mrs.  Caroline 
Gallop,  Mrs.  Bom  Tillett,  and  others  whose  names  are  not  remembered,  and  Mrs. 
Til  Johnson,  who  was  the  first  president. — Mrs.  Evelyn  Davis. 

Dunn,  August,  1909.  Our  Home  Mission  Society  was  organized  in  1909 
with  seventeen  members,  absorbing  the  Ladies  Aid  Society  which  had  been  in 
existence  some  time,  and  had  done  the  local  work  of  the  church  and  parsonage. 
The  children  were  organized  into  a  Home  Mission  Brigade  in  1909  also,  Miss 
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Mattie  Young,  now  Mrs.  Farquhard  Smith,  being  the  first  leader.  Mrs.  Estelle 
Moore  succeeded  her.  The  work  of  the  children  went  forward,  and  in  1912  when 
the  Home  and  Foreign  Adult  Auxiliaries  united,  the  brigade  merged  into  a  Bright 
Jewel  Band,  or  Junior  Division. — Miss  Rena  Barnes. 

1910-1913.  General  Conference  Action 
In  1910  the  General  Conference  combined  all  the  missionary  in- 
terests of  the  church,  to  be  administered  through  one  General  Board, 
which  will  be  described  in  the  following  chapter.  Of  the  Woman's 
Home  Mission  Society  the  bishops  said  it  was  "enjoying  great  prosperity, 
having  raised  for  connectional  work  during  the  quadrennium  $622,- 
279.00,  being  nearly  twice  the  amount  raised  the  previous  four  years, 
and  for  all  purposes  $1,707,155.00.  They  still  liberally  aid  in  parson- 
age building,  building  or  repairing  during  the  quadrennium  747  by 
the  gift  of  $87,470.00,  and  making  loans  of  $32,700.00  to  61  others. 
They  now  have  12  schools,  29  industrial  schools,  and  58  deaconesses. 
They  have  28  organized  City  Mission  Boards,  and  employ  63  trained 
workers  and  318  volunteers.  During  the  quadrennium  they  have  ex- 
pended for  this  latter  work  $136,345.00  They  have  long  set  us  the 
example  of  great  diligence  and  success,  and  have  greatly  aided  in  local 
work  as  well." 

In  the  unification  of  the  Boards  and  the  placing  of  the  work  done 
by  them  in  the  different  departments  of  the  church,  the  recommenda- 
tion was  adopted  "that  the  building  of  parsonages  carried  on  heretofore 
by  the  Woman's  Home  Mission  Society  be  transferred  to  the  Board  of 
Church  Extension,  and  that  the  Parsonage  Loan  Fund,  $35,110.48, 
now  held  by  the  Woman's  Home  Mission  Society,  be  transferred  to 
the  Board  of  Church  Extension,  to  be  maintained  and  administered 
as  heretofore  as  a  Parsonage  Loan  Fund." 

Our  Nurse-Deaconess  Candidate 

Elizabeth  City  was  hostess  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  conference 
society  in  1910,  from  the  evening  of  the  22nd  through  the  morning 
of  the  25th  of  March,  before  the  General  Conference  met  in  May. 
All  the  officers  except  three,  6  district  secretaries,  and  the  largest  dele- 
gation of  any  previous  year  were  present,  with  a  goodly  number  of 
visitors  in  addition. 

The  afternoon  session  of  the  first  day  was  devoted  to  the  deaconess 
work,  when  the  report  of  Miss  Sarah  K.  Lowder,  home  missionary 
at  Roberdel,  N.  C,  was  read  by  the  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs. 
S.  H.  Scott,  who  announced  that  the  deaconess  scholarship  from  the 
conference  society  had  been  conferred  upon  Miss  Lula  Marsh  of  this 
state.  Miss  Marsh  was  then  taking  the  nurse-deaconess  course  at  the 
Methodist  Training  School  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  expecting  to  finish 
and  take  deaconess'  orders  that  spring.  Mrs.  Scott  read  a  very  appre- 
ciative letter  from  her,  and  one  from  Mr.  J.  McCulloch,  of  the 
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training  school,  complimenting  Miss  Marsh's  work  and  ability.  There 
was  a  deficit  of  $47.15  remaining  on  the  Deaconess  Fund,  and  as  it 
was  necessary  to  raise  $150.00  for  Miss  Marsh's  scholarship  for  that 
fiscal  year,  pledges  were  taken  amounting  to  $227.00  for  that  purpose. 
Miss  Nell  Rogers,  deaconess,  West  Market  Street  Church,  Greensboro, 
then  "led  an  impressive  devotional  service,  and  delivered  an  inspiring 
and  instructive  address  on  the  call,  preparation,  and  routine  work  of 
the  deaconess. 

Lula  Marshy  Deaconess-Nurse 

The  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  W.  Marsh,  Deaconess  Lula  Marsh 
was  born  in  Robeson  County,  near  Parkton,  N.  C.  Under  the  influence  of  a 
revival  in  the  Parkton  Methodist  Church  of  which  Rev.  T.  H.  Sutton  was  pastor, 
she  was  called  to  definite  Christian  service.  Her  people  were  not  Methodists, 
and  her  own  pastor,  seeming  unable  to  direct  her,  she  decided,  after  hearing  of 
our  deaconess  work,  to  join  the  Methodist  Church  and  take  the  training  for 
service  as  deaconess  because  she  saw  so  clearly  the  needs  in  this  field. 

She  volunteered  in  August  of  1908  and  in  September  she  entered  the  Meth- 
odist Training  School  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  from  which,  in  the  spring  of  1910, 
she  was  graduated.  Having  by  that  time  discovered  that  her  special  line  of  work 
must  be  nursing,  in  the  fall  of  1910  she  entered  for  nurse  training,  and  in  1913, 
after  three  years,  she  was  graduated  from  this  department  also.  In  the  latter 
part  of  that  year  she  was  sent  to  the  coal  fields  of  West  Virginia,  the  first  worker 
on  that  field,  being  there  two  weeks  before  the  arrival  of  the  deaconess.  This 
work  was  at  Welch,  the  center  of  a  large  coal  mining  district,  and  that  first  year 
she  acted  both  as  local  and  district  nurse  during  a  typhoid  fever  epidemic.  She 
was  appointed  to  the  same  place  in  1914,  and  that  year  she  assisted  in  organizing 
a  Sunday  school  in  a  town  of  600  people  with  no  religious  opportunities,  and, 
meeting  in  an  unused  school  house  on  a  hillside,  this  Sunday  school,  in  which 
she  taught  a  Bible  class  of  26  members,  soon  had  enrolled  96  attendants.  Her 
principal  work  there  was  that  of  nursing  and  "friendly  visiting,"  which  carried 
her  into  homes  of  9  nationalities. 

Her  next  appointment  was  to  the  Virginia  K.  Johnson  Home  in  Dallas, 
Texas,  but  because  of  the  great  demand  for  a  trained  nurse  in  West  Tampa, 
Florida,  Miss  Marsh  was  appointed  by  the  Council  of  1916  to  the  Wesley  House 
there,  the  Rosa  Valdez  Settlement.  The  clinic  there  was  not  large,  but  did  splen- 
did work,  especially  in  following  up  its  cases.  Miss  Marsh  served  them  in  a 
beautiful  way,  and  the  people  grew  to  love  and  value  her.  The  Council  of  1917 
appointed  her  to  city  mission  work  in  West  Tampa.  She  conducted  an  adult 
clinic  about  four  blocks  from  the  Wolff  Settlement  House,  in  which  the  doctors, 
each  one  a  specialist,  objected  to  treating  babies.  For  the  sake  of  the  babies,  who 
were  greatly  in  need  of  such  attention,  it  became  necessary  to  open  a  baby  clinic 
and  milk  station  at  the  settlement  where  they  also  could  be  treated  by  a  specialist, 
the  best  one  in  the  city  giving  his  services,  and  where  she  could  be  sure  that  his 
directions  were  carried  out  in  quantity  and  quality  of  feeding. 

In  December  of  1917  she  was  called  by  the  government  for  Red  Cross 
service,  and  after  six  months  at  the  Nurses'  Base  Hospital,  Camp  Wadsworth, 
Spartanburg,  S.  C,  she  "went  across"  in  1918  for  "over  seas"  service  with  the 
Red  Cross.  She  served  eleven  months  in  France  at  Base  Hospital  2  7,  Angers. 
Returning  to  this  country  she  was  "honorably  discharged"  in  April,  1919,  in 
New  York.  She  was  married  in  March  of  that  year,  and,  as  Mrs.  C.  M.  Bodie, 
is  living  very  happily  with  her  husband  and  little  daughter  in  Tampa,  Florida. 

Little  Miriam  Elizabeth  Bundy,  infant  daughter  of  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
J.  D.  Bundy,  being  introduced  to  the  body  in  the  church  of  which  her 
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father  was  pastor,  was  made  a  life  member;  and  Harry  James  Spiers, 
son  of  the  beloved  brigade  leader,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Spiers  of  Selma,  was 
made  a  life  member  by  the  First  Church  Brigade  Band  of  Elizabeth 
City.  In  a  very  charming  manner  Miss  Dera  Dry,  from  the  Young 
Woman's  Auxiliary  of  First  Church,  presented  in  its  behalf  $25.00 
as  a  souvenir  to  Brevard  School. 

After  a  discussion  on  the  granting  of  laity  rights  to  women,  led 
by  Mrs.  Costen,  into  which  Mrs.  Mann,  Mrs.  John,  Mesdames  True- 
man,  Wilkins,  and  Wooten  entered,  an  aye  and  no  vote  was  taken  by 
roll  call,  the  result  being  33  ayes  for  and  1  no  against  the  question. 

There  were  20  new  auxiliaries  reported,  Fayetteville  District  lead- 
ing with  6,  Rockingham  following  with  5,  but  3  had  disbanded;  76 
Adult  Auxiliaries  with  1,954  members;  7  Young  People's  Societies 
with  144  members;  15  life  members;  855  total  number  on  baby  roll; 
1,428  total  number  on  brigade;  419  tithers;  405  subscribers  to  "Our 
Homes";  3  scholarships  supported;  80  boxes  of  supplies  valued  at 
$1,530.18  reported;  3,021  papers  and  leaflets  distributed;  35  auxili- 
aries observed  Week  of  Prayer;  7,421  visits  to  sick  and  strangers;  85 
to  institutions;  219  cottage  prayer  meetings  or  Bible  readings;  1,354 
garments  in  good  condition  distributed;  $450.00  donated  to  5  par- 
sonages within  the  conference;  $12,093.39  total  amount  raised  for 
all  purposes.  Grace  Church,  Wilmington,  was  the  banner  auxiliary 
for  connectional  work,  with  Centenary,  New  Bern,  next.  Edenton 
Street  Church,  Raleigh,  was  the  banner  auxiliary  for  local  work. 

The  society  paid  high  tribute  to  Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott,  who  that  year 
resigned  the  office  of  corresponding  secretary.  She,  for  16  consecutive 
years,  had  held  official  connection  with  the  conference  society,  when 
"she  not  only  was  one  of  the  few  who  labored  to  develop  the  work, 
but  she  has  by  her  patient  and  persistent  toil,  through  summer's  heat 
and  winter's  cold,  brought  the  society  up  to  its  present  strength.  We 
do  not  know  how  many  auxiliaries  she  has  organized;  we  do  not  know 
how  many  letters  she  has  written,  nor  how  much  literature  she  has 
distributed — all  up  and  down  and  through  our  conference.  We  do  not 
know  how  many  kind  and  encouraging  words  she  has  spoken,  nor  how 
often  she  has  sought  the  'secret  place'  to  hold  up  in  the  arms  of  her 
faith  our  society.  There  is  no  earthly  record  of  these  things.  But  this 
much  we  do  know — she  gave  her  life  to  the  work.  No  sacrifice  was 
too  great,  for  she  was  willing  to  spend  and  be  spent  for  the  great  work 
to  which  she  had  consecrated  her  life,  and  her  patience,  her  sweetness 
of  spirit,  her  gentleness,  her  trust  in  God,  have  gone  through  this 
conference  society,  the  influence  of  which  will  live  in  the  hearts  of 
our  women  till  our  life's  latest  day." 

O  ficers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 
Officers:  President,  Mrs.  R.  B.  John,  Raleigh ;  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  vice-presi- 
dents, Mrs.  T.  W.  Costen,  Sunbury,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Angier,  Durham,  Mrs.  J.  A. 
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Spiers,  Selma;  corresponding-  secretary,  Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott,  New  Bern;  recording- 
secretary,  Mrs.  B.  N.  Mann,  Durham ;  treasurer,  Mrs.  N.  E.  Edgerton,  Selma; 
superintendent  supplies,.  Mrs.  Ida  T.  Wilkins,  Weldon;  superintendent  Press 
Work,  Mrs.  R.  C.  Craven,  Henderson ;  editor  Advocate  column,  Mrs.  R.  O.  Bur- 
ton, Raleigh. 

District  Secretaries :  Durham  District,  Miss  Lillie  Duke  of  Durham;  Eliza- 
beth City,  Mrs.  Lee  Morgan  of  Corapeake;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  W.  T.  Jones  of 
Carthage;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Trueman  of  New  Bern;  Raleigh,  Mrs.  J.  A. 
Turner  of.  Louisburg;  Rockingham,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Brown  of  Fairmont;  Warrenton, 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Underwood  of  Littleton;  Washington,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Morris  of  Fremont; 
Wilmington,  Mrs.  W.  B.  Lamb  of  Wilmington. 

At  some  time  during  the  year  three  changes  were  made  in  the 
official  body.  On  account  of  pressure  of  other  duties,  Mrs.  T.  W. 
Costen  resigned  the  office  of  1st  vice-president,  and  Mrs.  J.  G.  Fear- 
ing of  Elizabeth  City  was  appointed  to  the  vacancy.  Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott 
resigned  the  office  of  corresponding  secretary  and  Mrs.  xA.shley  Lambert 
of  Raleigh  was  appointed  to  fill  out  her  unexpired  term.  Late  in  the 
year  Miss  Lillie  Duke  of  Durham  was  appointed  secretary  of  the 
Young  People's  Work. 

Mrs.  Costenys  Contributions  to  the  Society 

Gates  County  Institute.  In  1907  when  Mrs.  Costen  was  elected 
1st  vice-president  of  the  conference  society,  that  officer  had  charge  of 
local  work.  She  found  that  the  women  needed  to  study  the  work  in 
order  to  make  intelligent  reports,  particularly  of  local  work.  In  order 
"to  create  interest,  study  the  work,  extend  the  home  mission  work  till 
there  should  be  an  organization  in  every  Methodist  Church  in  the 
county,  and  to  reach  as  large  a  group"  as  possible,  she  called  a  meeting 
of  home  mission  workers  from  all  the  Gates  County  Churches,  though 
there  were  only  three  home  mission  auxiliaries  in  the  county,  to  assemble 
in  Philadelphia  Church,  Sunbury,  in  August  of  1907.  This  was  an 
all  day  meeting  and  well  attended,  the  pastor,  Rev.  Rufus  Bradley, 
giving  the  movement  much  encouragement.  Mrs.  P.  G.  Hollowell, 
the  district  secretary,  presided  jointly  with  Mrs.  Costen,  Mrs.  J.  V. 
Jordan  of  Sunbury  acting  as  secretary.  The  principal  part  of  the  pro- 
gram was  a  questionnaire  on  the  work,  designed  to  impart  information 
concerning  the  work  and  plans  of  the  society  in  all  its  phases.  Five 
churches  were  represented,  and  in  a  few  weeks  three  new  auxiliaries 
were  reported — Kittrell's,  Parkers,  Zion,  and  later,  Hebron. 

The  second  annual  meeting  was  held  in  Gatesville  in  October  of 
1908,  and  lasted  three  days,  when  the  members  of  the  Foreign  Society 
were  invited  to  join  them.  The  first  day  was  devoted  to  the  study  of 
the  home  mission  work,  the  president  of  the  local  society,  Mrs.  J.  T. 
Walton,  presiding  jointly  with  Mrs.  Costen,  and  on  the  second  day 
the  president  of  the  local  foreign  society,  Mrs.  L.  L.  Williams,  pre- 
sided with  her  when  the  foreign  work  was  studied,  the  questionnaire 
being  the  method  of  study.  On  the  third  day,  Sunday,  there  was  a 
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sermon  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  Rufus  Bradley,  and  at  night  a  love  feast, 
which  "really  proved  how  deeply  the  discussions  and  the  gathering 
together  in  His  name  had  moved  the  large  gathering  of  women  and 
men."  Mrs.  Scott  and  Mrs.  Hollowell  gave  them  valuable  help  dur- 
ing the  meeting,  Mrs.  Scott  making  an  address. 

The  third  annual  meeting  was  a  similar  one  in  all  its  features. 
The  secretary  of  the  district  in  the  foreign  society,  Mrs.  Willis,  and 
the  president  of  the  Home  Mission  Conference  Society,  Mrs.  R.  B. 
John,  were  present,  Mrs.  John  making  an  address  on  "The  Frontier." 
At  that  meeting  a  permanent  organization  was  effected,  and  a  consti- 
tution, framed  by  Mrs.  Costen,  was  adopted,  Mrs.  J.  E.  L.  Morgan 
being  elected  its  president.  This  was  the  beginning  of  the  Gates  County 
Institute,  and  it  has  never  failed  to  have  an  annual  meeting  since,  nor 
"to  hold  to  the  idea  of  an  institute,  with  a  view  to  spreading  informa- 
tion along  missionary  lines  and  intensifying  interest  where  informa- 
tion obtains.  Spirituality  has  always  marked  these  meetings."  Mrs. 
Costen  mentions  "with  love  and  reverence  the  tender,  blessed  influ- 
ence of  Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott,  our  corresponding  secretary,  whose  every 
word  and  act  breathed  the  Spirit  of  the  Master  to  Whom  her  life  was 
and  is  devoted."  The  institute,  organized  and  fostered  by  the  women, 
is  making  a  persistent  effort  to  include  all  the  missionary  forces  of  the 
church,  with  the  hope  of  its  becoming  ultimately  a  "big  union  of 
church  laymen  and  laywomen  for  Gates  County." 

Mrs.  S.  I.  Harrell,  the  president,  at  the  meeting  of  1910,  put  on 
the  program  a  demonstration  of  how  a  united  society,  home  and  for- 
eign, might  be  conducted.  The  institute  sent  a  memorial  to  the  con- 
ference officers  asking  that  steps  be  taken  to  effect  such  a  union.  The 
institute  has  supported  several  scholarships,  and  a  Bible  woman  in 
Korea  called  the  "Malene  Harrell  Grant  Bible  Woman,"  in  honor  of 
Mrs.  T.  McM.  Grant,  daughter  of  Mrs.  S.  I.  Harrell,  who  died  while 
president  of  the  institute.  This  is  supported,  one-half  by  the  institute 
and  the  other  half  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  I.  Harrell  and  Rev.  T.  McM. 
Grant. 

The  institute  has  organized,  as  its  latest  enterprise,  an  interdenomi- 
national Social  Service  Conference  which  meets  every  two  months, 
"men  and  women  taking  part  in  discussions  on  topics  of  live  interest 
to  the  people  of  the  whole  county.  Some  of  the  most  prominent  men 
are  serving  on  our  committees.  We  have  a  definite  goal  to  reach  and 
a  stated  time  in  which  to  reach  it.  So  far  as  I  know  this  is  the  first 
Interdenominational  Federation  for  Social  Service  to  be  organized  in 
country  places,  and  it  will  be  well  to  note  that  it  is  the  daughter  of 
the  first  county  organization  in  the  Southern  Methodist  Church.  It 
was  my  child  and  I  am  quite  fond  of  it.  Just  so,  this  conference  for 
Social  Service  is  another  child  of  mine.  I  believe  that  Social  Service  is 
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the  outward  expression  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ  within — the  Christian 
in  action.  Moreover,  I  believe  that,  to  some  extent,  our  organizations 
are  afflicted  with,  television  and  do  not  see  the  need  of  fundamental 
reforms  right  around  us." 

Plan  for  Local  Work.  Again  while  conference  1st  vice-president, 
Mrs.  Costen  "was  deeply  impressed  with  the  comparative  neglect  of 
training  for  leadership,  spiritual  supervision  and  education,  as  well  as 
faulty  methods  in  physical  interests  in  the  local  churches.  Brooding 
much  over  this,  I  conceived  a  plan  for  local  work  along  these  lines 
which  I  submitted  to  the  conference  of  the  Woman's  Home  Mission 
Society  at  its  next  meeting,  which  was  adopted  for  the  North  Carolina 
Conference.  This  was  before  the  union  of  the  Home  and  Foreign 
Societies."  Her  plan  was  printed,  dated  June,  1909,  and  circulated 
throughout  the  conference  society.  When  plans  for  the  united  work 
were  being  worked  out,  she  sent  copies  of  her  two  leaflets  to  Mrs. 
R.  W.  MacDonell  in  the  summer  of  1910  after  the  General  Confer- 
ence. Mrs.  MacDonell  wrote  her  of  her  plan:  "It  is  fine  and  I  have 
gotten  suggestions  from  it  which  I  shall  pass  on  to  the  women  of  the 
Council  when  we  meet.  I  possibly  will  write  a  leaflet  along  the  same 
line  stealing  much  from  you  and  enlarging  for  the  conference  con- 
nection. Thank  you  so  much  for  the  work  that  you  have  done  and  for 
giving  it  to  us  to  use  as  the  basis  of  a  plan."  In  the  development  of  the 
Council  plan  there  are  so  many  similarities  to  Mrs.  Costen's  plan  that 
hers  would  seem  to  have  been  more  than  merely  a  "basis." 

In  1911,  May  8-11,  the  conference  society  held  its  annual  meet- 
ing in  Raleigh,  in  Edenton  Street  Church.  There  were  in  attendance 
11  officers,  6  district  secretaries,  46  delegates  and  30  visitors.  Although 
10  auxiliaries  had  been  organized  during  the  year,  a  number  had  lost 
interest,  and  failing  to  report,  the  fiscal  year  closed  with  a  decrease  in 
number  of  Adult  Auxiliaries,  but  an  increase  in  number  of  Young 
People's  Societies:  74  Adult  Auxiliaries  with  1,592  members;  16 
Young  People's  Societies  with  154  members;  1,670  Brigade  members; 
508  tithers;  933  members  on  the  baby  roll;  47  boxes  of  supplies  valued 
at  $870.79  reported;  410  with  access  to  "The  Missionary  Voice"; 
6,307  visits  to  sick  and  strangers;  50  adults  doing  systematic  Bible 
study;  16  taking  Reading  Course;  185  cottage  prayer  meetings  or 
Bible  readings  held;  $12,221.90  amount  raised  for  all  purposes. 
Officers  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  R.  B.  John,  Fayetteville ;  1st,  2nd,  3rd,  and  4th 
vice-presidents,  Mrs.  G.  R.  Barrow  of  Elizabeth  City,  Miss  Lillie  Duke  of 
Durham,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Angier  of  Durham,  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Speight  of  Raleigh ; 
corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  James  G.  Fearing,  Elizabeth  City ;  recording  sec- 
retary, Mrs.  B.  N.  Mann,  Durham ;  treasurer,  Mrs.  N.  E.  Edgerton,  Selma; 
superintendent  Supplies,  Mrs.  Ida  T.  Wilkins,  Weldon;  superintendent  Press 
Work,  Miss  Josie  Doub,  Jonesboroj  editor  Advocate  column,  Mrs.  R.  O.  Burton, 
Raleigh  j  field  secretary,  Mrs.  T.  W.  Costen,  Jr.,  Sunbury. 
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District  Secretaries :  Durham  District,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Gates  of  Durham ;  Eliza- 
beth City,  Mrs.  J.  Lee  Morgan  of  Corapeake;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Muse 
of  Carthage;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Borden  of  Goldsboro;  Raleigh,  Miss  Emma 
Matthews  of  Kenly;  Rockingham,  Miss  Georgia  Biggs  of  Rockingham;  War- 
renton,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Underwood  of  Littleton;  Washington,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Bryan  of 
Wilson;  Wilmington,  Mrs.  M.  L.  Stover  of  Wilmington. 

No  minutes  of  the  annual  meeting  of  1912,  held  in  Weldon,  have 
been  available,  but  from  the  minutes  of  the  joint  session  of  the  two 
conference  societies  held  in  Durham  in  January,  1913,  it  was  found 
that  $11,476.02  was  the  amount  raised  in  1911  for  all  purposes.  In 
1912  there  were  90  Adult  Auxiliaries  with  2,400  members;  22  Young 
People's  Societies  with  466  members;  45  Junior  Divisions  with  1,087 
members;  40  baby  rolls  with  443  members;  10  life  members;  562 
subscribers  to  "The  Missionary  Voice";  300  taking  Reading  Course; 
134  tithers;  44  boxes  valued  at  $755.70  sent  off;  2,181  papers  and 
leaflets  distributed;  65  auxiliaries  observed  Week  of  Prayer;  10,114 
visits  to  sick  and  strangers;  381  to  institutions;  131  cottage  prayer 
meetings  or  Bible  readings  held;  1,473  garments  in  good  condition 
distributed;  9  auxiliaries  held  union  meetings;  $15,899.34  amount 
raised  for  all  purposes.  That  was  the' 'first  year  a  certain  amount  had 
been  pledged,  and  it  was  not  only  paid  in  full,  but  more  than  $100.00 
overpaid.  Miss  Lillie  Duke  as  field  secretary  had  visited  31  auxiliaries 
in  25  towns,  making  37  talks  in  the  interest  of  the  work;  had  attended 
4  district  meetings,  made  9  public  talks,  and  written  192  letters  and 
cards;  $554.14  was  spent  on  parsonages,  $2,664.66  on  churches,  and 
$1,468.67  on  relief. 

In  1913  in  the  Home  Department  of  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society,  there  were  101  Adult  Auxiliaries  with  2,421  members;  42 
Young  People's  Societies  with  730  members;  101  Junior  Divisions 
with  3,166  members;  41  Baby  Divisions,  with  504  members;  592 
subscribers  to  "The  Missionary  Voice";  489  taking  Reading  Course; 
73  boxes  valued  at  $1,580.71  sent  off;  $19,137.61  amount  raised  for 
all  purposes.  As  field  secretary  Miss  Duke  had  traveled  3,000  miles, 
written  100  letters  and  cards,  attended  the  Epworth  League  Confer- 
ence, Gates  County  Institute,  3  district  meetings,  and  made  50  talks 
in  40  towns. 

The  year  1913  closed  the  seventh  quadrennium  of  Woman's 
Home  Mission  Work.  From  the  Episcopal  address  to  the  General  Con- 
ference of  1914,  the  following  statistics  give  the  condition  of  the 
work  at  that  time:  "The  women  of  the  Home  Department  have  had 
a  fruitful  quadrennium  in  their  work.  The  total  income  for  the 
quadrennium  was  $1,144,856.00,  an  increase  of  $280,684.00.  Their 
work  is  represented  by  13  schools,  with  98  teachers,  and  2,168  students. 
They  employ  80  deaconesses;  58  deaconesses  and  28  trained  mission 
workers  have  been  added  to  their  force  during  the  quadrennium. 
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Property  amounting  to  $205,633.00  has  been  built  and  purchased  this 
quadrennium.  These  figures  indicate  that  the  women  are  alive  to  our 
home  mission  needs,  and  yet  they  express  but  poorly  the  extent  and 
power  of  their  activities." 

Deaconess  Ellen  Gainey 

Ellen  Gainey's  parents  were  Christians,  for  which  she  always  thanked  God 
and  that  they  had  provided  her  a  Christian  home.  She  was  born  and  reared  on  a 
farm  in  Cumberland  County,  near  Fayetteville,  N.  C.  There,  throughout  her 
childhood  and  young  womanhood,  subtle  and  intangible  influences  wrought 
upon  and  guided  her  into  missionary  service  when  she  reached  a  place  of  decision. 
Because  she  was  a  delicate  child,  she  could  not  always  enter  into  the  activities 
and  enjoy  the  games  that  children,  so  reared,  love,  but  was  rather  a  quiet,  medi- 
tative child,  and  puzzled  about  things.  At  an  early  age  she  sensed  that  things 
were  not  very  evenly  balanced  in  life  when  she  saw  that  the  little  colored  chil- 
dren on  her  father's  farm  did  not  have  all  the  advantages  she  enjoyed.  When 
she  was  about  twelve  years  old,  she  used  to  gather  them  about  her  on  a  lovely 
knoll,  under  a  big  tree,  on  Sunday  afternoons,  and  teach  them  the  Sunday  school 
lessons — she  "felt  so  dreadfully  sorry  for  them" — in  which  she  can  see  now 
that  God  was  directly  leading  her.  One  old  colored  gentleman  was  the  only 
"grown  up"  on  the  place  who  was  not  a  Christian,  and,  in  her  effort  to  win  him, 
because  it  was  so  terrible  a  thing  to  her  loving  heart  that  any  grown  person 
should  not  be  a  child  of  God,  he  became  the  first  soul  she  ever  tried  to  lead  to 
Jesus.  After  awhile  she  went  off  to  school,  and  was  graduated  from  Littleton 
College,  that  "maker  of  missionaries."  There,  her  vision  of  service  became 
clearer  and  her  call  more  definite,  especially  after  Miss  Belle  Bennett  visited 
the  school  and  talked  to  the  girls.  After  a  period  including  a  year  of  teaching 
in  Mr.  Rhodes'  Boys  School  and  a  year  in  the  office  of  the  college,  her  Alma 
Mater,  there  came  a  call  for  a  worker  to  go  to  the  cotton  mill  village,  McCall, 
S.  C.  She  wanted  to  go,  but  in  her  timidity  she  did  not  think  this  call  could 
be  meant  for  her.  However,  God  wanted  her  to  go  too,  and  the  next  day  after 
the  letter  from  the  pastor  at  McCall  had  been  read  to  the  girls,  as  several  of 
them  were  gathered  on  the  porch  of  the  college,  Mr.  Rhodes  turned  suddenly 
and  said:  "Miss  Vara,  are  you  going  to  answer  that  call  to  McCall,  S.  C.r" 
With  that  same  merry  laugh  which  her  friends  of  all  the  years  love  and  find 
so  infectious,  Miss  Herring  said,  "Why,  I  hadn't  thought  of  it  because  I  thought 
of  course  Ellen  Gainey  would  go!"  though  neither  had  spoken  of  it  to  the  other. 
When  Mr.  Rhodes  said,  "Would  you  go,  Miss  Ellenr"  she  answered  at  once, 
"Why,  yes,  I  would  like  to  go,"  because  all  the  influences  in  her  life  had  pre- 
pared her  for  that  moment.  She  did  community  work  in  that  cotton  mill  village 
for  two  and  a  half  years,  but  feeling  the  need  of  more  adequate  preparation 
than  she  had  in  only  her  education  and  her  earnest  desire  to  serve  when  and 
where  she  could,  she  went  to  Nashville  and  was  graduated  from  the  training 
school  there  in  1910,  was  consecrated  deaconess  at  the  last  session  of  the  Woman's 
Home  Mission  Board  meeting  in  Nashville  in  1910,  was  appointed  and  served 
six  years  head  resident  of  Louisville  Wesley  House.  This  was  followed  by  two 
years  at  the  Co-operative  Home  in  Houston,  Texas,  three  years  at  Kingdom 
House,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  three  years  leave  of  absence  to  be  with  her  mother 
in  the  home  of  her  childhood — "I  needed  those  three  years  on  the  farm  and  am 
so  glad  to  have  had  them."  Then  there  was  an  urgent  call  to  her  to  return  to 
her  first  appointment,  and  as  her  mother  moved  into  Fayetteville  to  live,  she 
returned  to  her  work  and  is  now  busy  and  happy  in  it. 

"Her  Father  sent  her  in  His  land  to  dwell, 
Giving  to  her  a  work  that  must  be  done; 
And  since  the  King  loves  all  His  people  well, 
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Therefore  she,  too,  cares  for  them  every  one. 

And  when  she  stoops  to  lift  from  want  and  sin, 

The  brighter  shines  her  royalty  therein." 
It  is  impossible  to  read  this  story  of  the  development  and  growth 
of  the  Woman's  Home  Mission  Society  in  the  North  Carolina  Con- 
ference in  the  face  of  indifference  and  opposition,  without  an  increas- 
ing feeling  of  admiration  for  the  few  faithful  leaders  and  the  pitiably 
few  loyal  women  supporting  them  who  wrought  so  well  in  the  great 
cause  they  espoused.  They  did  not  allow  themselves  to  be  discouraged 
by  conditions  beyond  their  control,  for  they  realized  that  "God  can 
not  use  a  discouraged  man  or  woman,  discouragement  being  a  leaden 
weight  which  ends  in  paralysis  of  effort."  Seeing  the  challenge  in  the 
fields  at  their  very  doors  already  white  unto  the  harvest,  realizing  that 
if  the  world  is  to  be  saved,  America,  with  its  conglomerate  millions 
of  people  of  every  race  and  nation  under  the  sun,  must  first  be  saved, 
they  gallantly  took  up  the  gauntlet  and  joined  the  army  of  their  sisters 
in  the  grim  battle  they  were  waging  against  poverty,  ignorance,  dis- 
ease, and  vice  for  the  redemption  of  all  of  life,  to  lift  men  out  of 
their  misery.  They  were  heroic  souls,  finding  their  truest  joy  in  sacri- 
ficial service  because  the  central  motive  of  their  lives  was  love.  They 
were  women  of  prayer,  that  they  might  stand  fully  assured  in  all  the 
will  of  God.  They  were  women  of  vision,  and  they  were  not  disobedi- 
ent unto  that  heavenly  vision.  They  were  hopeful  women  for  they 
knew  Him  in  Whom  they  trusted.  They  were  women  of  action  in 
which  they  had  conscious  fellowship  with  the  Father.  They  were 
women  of  power  because  their  Lord  was  working  with  them.  They  did 
great  things  because  the  Son  had  gone  unto  the  Father,  and  they  will 
live  on  in  the  deeds  that  they  did. 


CHAPTER  NINE 

A  Parenthesis 


"These  new  plans  for  our  missionary  work  have  the  advantage  of 
presenting-  a  solid  missionary  force  to  the  world.  They  eliminate  the  dividing- 
lines  of  home  and  foreign  missions  and  furnish  opportunity  of  concerted 
action  between  the  men  and  women  of  the  Church  in  the  mission  fields. 
The  success  of  the  plan  depends  upon  the  zeal  with  which  we  join  forces." 

Perhaps  in  no  quadrennium  in  the  history  of  the  Southern  Meth- 
odist Church  had  there  been  more  momentous  questions  before  the 
church  for  consideration  than  there  were  during  the  years  between  the 
General  Conference  of  1906  and  that  of  1910 — certainly  as  far  as 
the  women  were  concerned  was  this  true.  The  two  matters  of  para- 
mount importance,  to  them,  to  come  before  the  session  of  1910,  were 
the '"Unification  of  the  two  Woman's  Missionary  Societies"  and  "Laity 
Rights  for  Women." 

Unification  of  IV Oman's  Boards 

In  the  multiplication  and  overlapping  of  organizations  doing  the 
same  or  similar  work  in  the  church,  each  had  begun  to  encroach  upon 
the  preserves  of  the  others  and  to  tread  upon  one  another's  toes,  to  the 
extent  that,  even  before  1906,  many  had  come  to  feel  that  the  church 
was  becoming  over  organized,  and  that  in  the  interest  of  harmony  of 
action,,  economy  of  administration,  and  efficiency  of  service,  there 
should  be  closer  affiliation  if  not  organic  union  between  the  different 
agencies  doing  the  same  work.  To  this  end,  memorials  asking  for 
union,  or  correlation,  especially  between  the  Woman's  Boards,  were 
presented  to  General  Conference  of  1906,  which  the  bishops  recom- 
mended granting.  As  has  been  seen,  this  action  was  postponed,  and  a 
Commission  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  of  unification  of  Mission 
Boards  to  submit  to  the  General  Conference  of  1910,  "the  secretaries 
and  presidents  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  and  the 
Woman's  Home  Mission  Society"  being  four  of  its  thirteen  members. 

In  the  "Woman's  Missionary  Advocate"  of  April,  1910,  Mrs. 
F.  A.  Butler  makes  editorial  comment  upon  the  account,  given  as  an 
editorial  in  the  "Christian  Advocate"  of  February  4th,  1910,  of  the 
meeting  of  this  Commission  on  the  27th  of  January.  She  then  gave 
a  short  sketch  of  the  rise  of  missionary  organizations  in  the  church, 
prefaced  by  a  description  of  its  lethargic  condition  as  regarded  missions 
prior  to  1878,  when  "the  church,  to  say  the  least,  was  not  very  pro- 
gressive; the  Publishing  House  at  Nashville  bankrupt,  and  the  General 
Board  of  Missions  heavily  in  debt  which  continued  to  be  its  chronic 
condition  many  years,  but  radical  changes  were  made  at  General  Con- 
ference in  Atlanta  in  1878  which  quickened  the  life  of  the  whole 
church.  The  new  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Missions  awakened  the 
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church  out  of  its  dull  apathy  and  compelled  the  people  to  think  of  a 
subject  that  had  not  entered  the  mind  of  one  out  of  every  thousand 
members.  The  organization  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society.  .  . 
proved  to  be  the  best  spiritual  and  mental  tonic  that  could  have  been 
devised  to  arrest  attention  and  arouse  interest  in  missions  among  many 
besides  the  women  and  children  of  the  church." 

After  telling  of  the  organizations  and  their  overlapping,  she  closes 
in  these  words:  "We  believe  the  women  of  both  societies  are  one  in  the 
mind  and  spirit  of  Christ,  and  they  are  in  different  organizations  be- 
cause the  work  is  different  in  kind.  If  this  were  not  true,  both  would 
have  been  grafted  on  the  same  stem.  It  may  seem  that  we  claim  too 
much  for  the  influence  of  woman's  work  in  the  church,  and  yet  we 
all  know  it  has  had  an  abiding  message,  a  message  to  the  eternal  verities 
of  life,  and  that  its  real  and  ultimate  value  has  been  far  more  to  the 
home  church  than  it  could  possibly  be  to  those  for  whom  the  work 
has  been  done.  It  has  been  the  fine  red  thread  running  through  the 
warp  and  the  woof  of  the  church,  visible  only  here  and  there,  but  the 
sign  of  something  genuine,  and  of  'a  something  far  more  deeply  inter- 
fused'." 

Miss  Belle  H.  Bennett,  president  of  the  Woman's  Home  Mission 
Society,  one  of  the  two  managers  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions,  a  member  of  its  Publishing  Committee,  and  for  years  one 
of  the  most  valued  and  influential  of  its  members,  in  her  annual  mes- 
sage to  the  Woman's  Board  of  Home  Missions  as  it  appeared  in  "Our 
Homes"  of  December,  1909,  says:  "In  view  of  the  momentous  fact 
that  the  General  Conference  of  1906  appointed  a  'Commission  (of 
nine  men  and  four  women)  to  consider  the  question  of  co-operation 
or  unification  of  all  missionary  interests  of  the  church,  including  the 
Board  of  Church  Extension,'  and  that  this  Commission  must  make  a 
report  of  its  deliberations  at  the  approaching  General  Conference, 
May,  1910.  I  come  to  you  in  this  annual  message  with  the  burden 
of  a  single  thought."  In  graphic  and  inspiring  words  she  then  rehearsed 
the  history  of  the  organization  and  achievements  of  both  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Societies.  She  told  of  the  effective  methods,  the  willing 
service  of  the  women,  their  search  for  information,  their  liberal  and 
sacrificial  giving,  their  prevailing  prayer  life,  and  their  never  ending 
activities  as  new  responsibilities  were  imposed  upon  them.  Then  she 
said:  "As  knowledge  and  responsibility  increased,  so  have  the  love  and 
liberality  of  the  women,  and  for  the  past  two  years  these  two  women's 
societies,  representing  less  than  one-tenth  of  the  membership  of  the 
church,  have  given  for  missions  annually  about  $400,000.00,  a  sum 
nearly  equal  to  two-thirds  of  the  total  amount  given  by  the  entire 
membership  of  the  church.  Through  the  growth  in  grace  and  know- 
ledge of  these  women,  and  through  their  manifold  activities  at  home 
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and  abroad,  the  church  is  girding  herself  for  a  mighty  united  effort 
to  make  Jesus  Christ  the  Ruler  of  all  lands.  A  new  era  is  upon  us. 
The  church  must  go  forward;  she  can  not,  will  not  stand  still.  If  I 
know  the  mind  of  the  missionary  women  throughout  the  field,  and 
I  think  I  do,  any  disturbance  of  the  autonomy  of  the  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Societies,  more  especially  any  annullment  of  the  administra- 
tive rights  which  have  been  invested  in  their  Executive  Boards  for 
the  last  thirty-two  years,  will  bring  about  such  a  disturbance  of  rela- 
tionships in  the  church  as  Methodism  has  never  known.  It  will  so 
shake  the  confidence  and  loyalty  of  the  women  that  the  decrease  in 
missionary  collections  will  result  in  nothing  short  of  disaster  for  the 
work  at  home  and  abroad." 

When  the  General  Conference  met  in  May,  1910,  there  were 
women  in  every  auxiliary  in  Southern  Methodism  who  were  praying 
that  only  the  will  of  their  Lord,  for  the  good  of  the  work  they  loved 
so  well,  might  be  done.  Fearfully  they  were  expecting  changes  which 
they  knew  they  could  not  prevent.  Their  prayer  was  that  the  changes 
would  be  wisely  made  for  the  holding  of  the  women  to  their  allegiance 
as  well  as  for  the  good  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  work.  From  the 
beginning  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  its  work  had 
been  done  "in  connection  with  the  Board  of  Missions,  and  subject  to 
its  advice  and  approval;  all  its  appropriations  made  through  the  treasurer 
of  the  Board  to  missions  under  the  charge  of  the  Board."  The  Wo- 
man's Home  Mission  Society  had  begun  as  a  Department  of  the  Board 
of  Church  Extension,  but  had  from  time  to  time  been  granted  larger 
privileges  and  a  wider  scope,  while  bearing  the  same  relation  to  the 
General  Board  of  Church  Extension  as  that  borne  by  the  Foreign 
Missionary  Society  to  the  General  Board  of  Missions — both  receiving 
the  constitutions  of  their  Boards  from  recommendations  to  General 
Conference  made  by  their  respective  General  Conference  Committees 
which  based  their  recommendations  upon  memorials  and  petitions  pre- 
sented to  General  Conference  from  the  Woman's  Boards  of  Mis- 
sions and  other  agencies  interested  in  the  work  of  the  women  in  the 
church.  The  Woman's  Boards  were  allowed  to  make  their  own  by- 
laws and  the  constitutions  and  by-laws  of  their  conference  and  auxili- 
ary societies,  but  these  must  be  in  harmony  with  their  Parent  Boards. 
They  administered  their  own  work  practically  independently  of  their 
General  Boards,  but  under  their  supervision,  and  subject  to  their  advice 
and  approval.  The  changes  made  by  the  General  Conference  of  1906, 
however,  in  bringing  the  Woman's  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  into 
closer  relations  with  the  Parent  Board,  had  made  that  Woman's  Board 
less  an  independent  body  than  it  had  been,  without  giving  it  adequate 
representation  on  the  Parent  Board. 

Many  memorials  concerning  the   unification   of   the  Woman's 
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Boards  were  sent  up  to  the  General  Conference  of  1910,  some  asking 
for  it,  others  opposing  it.  All  of  these,  with  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mission of  Thirteen,  were  of  course  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Missions.  The  Commission  of  Thirteen  comprised  bishops  (2)  A.  W. 
Wilson  and  James  Atkins;  6  ex  officio  members:  W.  R.  Lambuth 
(secretary  of  the  Board  of  Missions),  W.  F.  McMurray  (correspond- 
ing secretary  of  the  Board  of  Church  Extension),  Miss  Maria  L. 
Gibson  (president  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Foreign  Missions),  Miss 
Belle  H.  Bennett  (president  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Home  Mis- 
sions), Mrs.  Alice  Cobb  (secretary  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions),  Mrs.  R.  W.  MacDonell  (secretary  of  the  Woman's 
Board  of  Home  Missions),  Rev.  C.  M.  Bishop,  Rev.  S.  L.  Dobbs, 
Rev.  F.  J.  Prettyman,  and  W.  B.  Stubbs  and  W.  G.  M.  Thomas. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  submitted  a  report  which  upon  its 
adoption,  completely  reorganized  the  three  Mission  Boards  of  the 
church.  It  is  recorded  that  the  action  of  the  committee  upon  the  report 
of  the  Commission  of  Thirteen  which  was  signed  by  every  member 
of  it,  was  unanimous.  This  report  provided  the  constitution  for  a  new 
Board  of  Missions  comprising  the  Parent  Board  of  Missions,  the 
Woman's  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and  the  Woman's  Board  of 
Home  Missions,  and  defined  its  work  as  that  which  had  heretofore  been 
done  by  the  three  Boards.  The  new  Board  was  to  have  two  departments, 
Home  and  Foreign,  and  was  to  consist  of  a  president,  a  vice-president, 
a  General  Secretary,  two  secretaries,  each,  for  the  Departments  of 
Home  and  Foreign  Missions,  two  Educational  and  two  Editorial  sec- 
retaries (one  of  whom  in  each  instance  should  be  a  woman);  thirty 
managers,  of  whom  ten  were  preachers,  ten  laymen,  and  ten  women, 
one  of  whom  should  be  the  president  of  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Council;  the  bishops,  the  treasurer  and  an  assistant  treasurer  who  was 
to  be  a  woman;  and  the  corresponding  secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Church  Extension  and  the  president  of  the  Laymen's  Missionary 
Movement,  who  were  ex  officio  members.  The  Board  was  to  be  elected 
quadrennially  by  the  General  Conference,  the  president,  vice-president, 
and  managers  on  nomination  of  the  Committee  on  Missions;  the  Gen- 
eral Secretary  by  ballot  at  the  time  of  the  election  of  the  other  con- 
nectional  officers;  all  the  secretaries,  the  treasurer  and  assistant  treas- 
urer to  be  elected  quadrennially  by  the  incoming  Board,  the  women 
on  nomination  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council. 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Council 

In  order  to  provide  an  organization  through  which  the  women 
could  carry  on  their  missionary  activities,  there  was  created  the  Wo- 
man's Missionary  Council,  with  a  Home  and  a  Foreign  Department, 
its  duty  being  to  develop  missionary  work  among  women  and  children 
in  accordance  with  the  policy  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  and  to  com- 
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prise  a  president,  four  vice-presidents,  two  or  more  secretaries,  two 
recording  secretaries,  and  the  corresponding  secretary  or  alternate  of 
both  the  Woman's  Foreign  and  the  Woman's  Home  Mission  Societies 
of  each  annual  conference.  The  secretaries  of  the  Board  of  Missions, 
assistant  treasurer,  and  the  women  who  were  members  of  the  Board 
of  Missions  were  to  be  ex  officio  members  of  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Council. 

The  duties  of  the  Council  were  to  "meet  annually  in  order  to  hear 
reports  of  the  work  in  all  the  fields,  receive  appropriations  and  plans 
from  the  Board  of  Missions,  to  arrange  the  details  of  the  appropria- 
tions, to  consecrate  the  women  who  are  accepted  for  service;  plan  to 
enlarge  the  membership  of  these  societies,  increase  the  collections,  and 
to  further  the  work  of  missionary  education  among  women  and  chil- 
dren." The  Council  could  make  its  own  by-laws,  and  provide  a  con- 
stitution and  by-laws  for  conference  and  auxiliary  societies  in  harmony 
with  the  constitution  of  the  Board  of  Missions.  Its  work  was  to  be 
carried  on  through  conference  and  auxiliary  societies  under  the  Home 
and  Foreign  Departments;  its  revenues  were  to  be  derived  in  the  same 
way  as  under  the  Boards,  with  the  provision  that  fifty  per  cent  of  the 
regular  dues  in  the  Woman's  Home  Mission  Societies  should  be  direct- 
ed by  the  conference  society  in  which  it  was  raised,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council. 

Mrs.  Luke  Johnson,  in  an  article  in  "Our  Homes"  in  June,  1910, 
expressed  the  sentiment  of  the  forward  looking,  progressive  members 
of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Societies  in  these  words:  "It  is  a  source  of 
gratification  that  this  General  Conference  has  made  a  great  forward 
movement  in  placing  all  our  missionary  interests  together,  an  advance 
we  can  yet  scarcely  comprehend.  For  four  years  we  have  had  a  Com- 
mission on  Missionary  Interests  composed  of  men  and  women,  who 
together  have  talked  and  prayed  and  worked  until  they  have  brought 
forth  a  plan  which  Bishop  Lambuth  says  is  the  most  magnificent  one 
ever  adopted  by  any  church  in  Protestantism.  By  that  plan  the  bishops, 
preachers,  laymen,  and  women  must  council  together,  uniting  all  the 
forces  of  the  church — not  in  a  sense  of  concentration,  but  rather  in 
a  gathering  together  of  strength  for  a  mighty  diffusion  for  hastening 
the  coming  of  the  kingdom  of  peace.  At  last  we  see  the  dawning  of 
the  day,  and  we  are  persuaded  that  we  are  being  led  toward  Christ's 
plan  for  the  redemption  of  the  world." 

The  executive  officers  of  both  the  Woman's  Boards  were  called 
by  the  General  Conference  to  meet  in  Asheville,  N.  C,  on  the  18th 
of  May  and  in  joint  session  as  a  Provisional  Committee,  authorized 
by  the  General  Conference,  nominated  the  ten  women  members  of 
the  Board  of  Missions  called  for  by  its  constitution.  Nominations  were 
then  made  for  the  women  secretaries  of  the  Board,  and  the  secretary 
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was  ordered  to  cast  the  vote  of  the  body  for  Miss  Belle  H.  Bennett 
as  president  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council,  the  four  vice-presi- 
dents were  elected,  and  the  four  women  secretaries  of  the  Board  were 
authorized  to  select  the  treasurer  of  the  Council.  With  the  election 
finally  of  the  corresponding  secretaries  for  the  two  departments,  and 
an  associate  secretary,  the  organization  of  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Council  was  effected. 

The  corresponding  secretaries  were  requested  to  prepare  a  letter 
for  publication  in  all  the  church  papers  explaining  the  changes  made 
in  the  missionary  operations  of  the  women  of  the  church,  and  to  send 
all  conference  officers  and  district  secretaries  in  both  Foreign  and 
Home  Mission  Societies,  copies  of  the  Plan  of  Unification  adopted  by 
the  General  Conference.  A  Committee  on  By-Laws  for  the  Council 
was  appointed,  to  report  to  the  first  annual  meeting  in  1911,  "provided 
a  basis  of  work  could  be  secured  while  this  body  is  in  session,  in  the 
form  of  provisional  by-laws  to  be  submitted  to  the  committee,  before 
its  final  adjournment,  for  approval,  and  then  sent  to  conference  and 
district  secretaries."  This  committee  was  made  a  Standing  Committee 
on  By-Laws,  to  serve  until  the  first  session  of  the  Council. 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Baskerville  was  elected  editor  of  the  "Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Advocate"  to  succeed  Mrs.  F.  A.  Butler,  who  had  resigned 
in  April;  and  Miss  Mary  Helm,  of  "Our  Homes."  Miss  Helm  sent 
in  her  resignation  which  after  protest  was  regretfully  accepted,  and 
Mrs.  J.  D.  Hammond  was  elected  editor  pro  tern  until  the  return  of 
the  Editorial  secretary,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Marshall,  from  Edinburgh.  Mrs. 
Butler  asked  to  be  relieved  by  June  1st,  and  Mrs.  E.  B.  Chappell  was 
requested  to  act  as  editor  pro  tern  of  the  "Woman's  Missionary  Advo- 
cate." At  one  of  the  monthly  meetings  of  the  Secretarial  Committee 
before  October  19th,  it  was  decided  to  combine  the  three  missionary 
periodicals — "Go  Forward,"  "Our  Homes,"  and  "Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Advocate" — making  one  paper  to  serve  all  the  missionary  in- 
terests of  the  church,  the  first  number  to  appear  in  January.  It  was 
decided  to  call  the  new  periodical  "The  Missionary  Voice." 

Laity  Rights  for  Women 
The  movement  to  gain  "Laity  Rights  for  Women"  was  initiated 
by  the  Woman's  Board  of  Home  Missions  in  annual  session  in  Savan- 
nah, Ga.,  October  14-21,  1909,  by  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  to  send 
the  following  petition  to  General  Conference: 

"Believing  that  the  fullness  of  God's  time  has  come  for  the  more  than  half 
million  women  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  to  have  larger  freedom 
in  the  ever  widening-  work  of  the  church,  that  they  may  help  to  hasten  more 
surely  and  speedily  the  coming-  of  the  Kingdom  of  God, 

"We  respectfully  memorialize  that  as  an  act  of  justice  you  will  at  this 
session  of  the  General  Conference  take  the  needed  action  to  secure  for  the  women 
of  the  church  the  full  rights  of  the  laity." 


Seven  Times  Seven 


263 


"By  'rights  of  the  laity'  it  was  meant  that  women  might  be  eligible  to  any 
service  now  rendered  "by  laymen,  and  have  the  legal  right  to  any  privilege  attend- 
ant upon  it  5  that  if  a  woman  does  the  work  of  a  steward  or  Sunday  school  super- 
intendent or  Epworth  League  president,  she  can  be  legally  elected  to  those  posi- 
tions, and  in  virtue  of  her  office  be  a  legal  voting  member  of  the  official  Board 
and  quarterly  conference  and  have  a  voice  in  planning  for  the  church  and  in 
expending  the  money  she  has  helped  to  raise;  that  the  women  of  the  Southern 
Methodist  Church  who  form  about  two-thirds  of  its  membership  shall  have  the 
same  legal  representation  in  the  higher  conferences  as  the  lay  brethren  do,  and 
thus  have  a  voice  in  our  own  affairs.  There  is  nothing  new,  startling  or  unseemly 
in  this  request.  These  rights  and  privileges  have  been  exercised  by  the  women  of 
other  Methodist  bodies  and  other  denominations." 

The  bishops,  in  the  Episcopal  address,  said:  "The  good  women 
have  exercised  most  of  the  rights  of  the  laity  that  have  been  exercised 
by  anybody.  The  Woman's  Home  Mission  Society  memorializes  the 
General  Conference  on  the  subject  of  what  they  want  as  well  as  what 
they  do  not  want,  and  you  will  of  course  give  their  memorial  due 
attention  without  discouraging  the  laymen  who  are  just  rinding  out 
what  rights  have  long  been  unused  or  forgotten.  We  have  reason  to 
believe  that  the  demand  for  this  kind  of  equality  is  not  in  harmony 
with  the  general  sentiment  of  our  women,  who  in  the  main  look  upon 
their  relation  to  the  work  of  the  church  in  the  light  of  duties  to  be 
performed  rather  than  of  rights  to  be  claimed.  We  believe  further- 
more that  the  spirit  of  this  movement  is  against  the  view  which  our 
people  at  large  have  held  and  still  hold  in  regard  to  woman's  place 
in  the  church  and  in  society,  and  that  such  a  step  would  not  therefore 
make  for  the  greater  efficiency  of  our  church  as  a  whole  in  any  of 
the  regions  occupied  by  it." 

"The  Woman's  Board  was  not  asking  that  women  be  made  exhort- 
ers,  local  preachers,  itinerant  preachers,  or  bishops,  but  only  that  they 
might  have  a  legal  voice  in  shaping  and  developing  the  work  of  the 
church  of  which  they  are  so  large  a  part,"  and  they  asked  it  for  these 
reasons : 

"1.  Hundreds  of  women  are  already  doing  the  work  of  stewards,  though 
without  legal  right  to  do  so.  (Discipline,  Paragraph  675). 

"2.  Women,  though  members  of  the  church,  are  ineligible  for  the  office 
of  trustee,  while  men  of  other  churches  and  of  no  church  can  act  in  this  capacity 
(Paragraph  200),  and  together  with  the  pastor  and  quarterly  conference  can 
sell  such  property,  though  oftentimes  it  has  been  bought  and  paid  for  by  the 
women  of  the  church.  (Paragraph  472). 

"3.  Women  can  act  as  presidents  of  Epworth  Leagues,  but  have  no  legal 
voice  in  the  quarterly  conference  which  controls  the  League. 

"4.  The  majority  of  Epworth  League  members  throughout  the  church  are 
women  and  girls,  yet  women  cannot  be  members  of  the  General  Epworth  League 
Board,  which  shapes  the  policy  and  controls  the  work  of  the  Board. 

"5.  Women  constitute  more  than  one-half  the  membership  of  every  local 
church,  paying  their  pro  rata  to  all  the  collections  of  the  church,  but  cannot  be 
members  of  the  quarterly  conference,  which  is  the  governing  body  of  the  local 
church. 

"6.    Women  and  girls  are  in  the  majority  as  Sunday  school  teachers,  but 
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are  not  eligible  to  membership  in  either  the  annual  conference  Sunday  School 
Board  or  the  General  Sunday  School  Board. 

"7.  Women  are  often  superintendents  of  Sunday  schools,  doing  all  the 
work  of  that  office,  but  they  cannot  be  members  of  the  quarterly  conference 
which  governs  the  Sunday  school. 

"8.  Women  constitute  the  majority  of  the  membership  of  the  entire  church, 
but  by  the  law  of  the  church  are  excluded  from  membership  in  the  annual  con- 
ference, where  laymen  have  a  vote  on  every  measure  except  the  passage  of 
ministerial  character. 

"9.  Women  are  excluded  from  membership  in  the  General  Conference, 
notwithstanding  that  body  controls  the  entire  work  and  property  of  both  Wo- 
man's Foreign  and  Home  Mission  Societies,  and  has  at  any  time  the  right  to 
change  the  constitution  or  even  dissolve  the  organization  of  these  societies. 

"An  instance  in  point  may  be  found  in  the  legislation  of  1906.  The  General 
Conference  that  year,  despite  the  wide-reaching  activities  of  the  Woman's  For- 
eign Missionary  Society,  its  large  yearly  collections,  and  its  demonstrated  capacity 
to  manage  its  own  affairs,  legislated  to  subordinate  it  almost  absolutely  to  the 
General  Board  of  Missions.  Thus  we  see  that  the  women  of  the  church  are 
in  many  places  doing  the  actual  work  of  stewards,  Sunday  school  superintendents, 
presidents  of  Epworth  Leagues,  as  well  as  bearing  the  heavy  responsibilities  in 
the  mighty  missionary  enterprises  they  themselves  have  developed.  Notwithstand- 
ing this,  when  the  work  of  these  organizations  comes  up  for  discussion  and 
adjustment  in  the  legal  bodies  of  the  church,  the  women,  who  through  their 
position  are  most  familiar  with  it,  must  remain  silent,  without  power  to  vote. 
The  very  fact  that  they  have  shown  the  ability  to  do  this  work,  should  prove 
their  capacity,  and  vindicate  their  right  to  participate  fully  in  the  management 
of  the  church's  affairs." 

To  Mrs.  Luke  Johnson,  superintendent  of  the  Department  of 
Literature  in  the  Woman's  Board  of  Home  Missions,  was  committed 
the  task  of  enlightening  and  educating  the  church  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  measure  proposed.  Miss  Bennett  said  to  the  Woman's  Board 
of  Home  Missions:  "Her  splendid  leadership  and  untiring  energy  have 
put  the  cause  set  forth  in  the  memorial  so  clearly  before  the  church 
that  every  reading  man  and  woman  has  had  an  opportunity  to  get  an 
intelligent  conception  of  the  great  principle  involved  and  of  the  cause 
as  it  affects  the  membership  and  work  of  the  church.  All  of  this  has 
been  accomplished  in  an  incredibly  short  space  of  time.  To  have  gotten, 
as  she  has  done,  a  patient,  brotherly  hearing  from  so  large  a  majority 
of  our  brethren  in  the  ministry  on  a  subject  involving  denominational 
ethics,  church  law,  and  the  legal  recognition  of  woman's  right  to  a 
place  in  the  governing  councils  of  the  church,  is  a  gracious  evidence 
of  the  growth  of  that  spirit  which  the  Christ  commended  when  He 
said:  'If  ye  abide  in  my  words,  then  are  ye  truly  my  disciples;  and  ye 
shall  know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  shall  make  you  free'." 

There  were  637  petitions  and  148  memorials,  with  an  uncounted 
number  of  telegrams,  which  poured  in  upon  the  General  Conference 
the  first  ten  days  of  the  session.  Some  of  them  asked  that  laity  rights 
be  not  granted,  but  the  very  great  majority  petitioned  for  the  granting 
of  full  laity  rights  to  the  women  of  the  church,  among  which,  from 
the  North  Carolina  Conference,  were  petitions  from  Grace  (Wilming- 
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ton),  Belhaven,  Fayetteville,  Raleigh,  Manteo,  Durham,  Autreyville, 
Wanchese,  Siler  City,  and  a  memorial  from  the  Woman's  Home  Mis- 
sion Society  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference. 

The  Committee  on  Revisals  had  charge  of  all  these  memorials  and 
petitions  and  telegrams,  to  which  they  gave  long  and  careful  considera- 
tion. Two  reports,  a  majority  and  a  minority,  were  sent  from  it  to  the 
conference  calendar.  The  former  recommended  non-concurrence,  say- 
ing that  "while  we  fully  realize  the  devotion  of  our  women  to  the 
church,  and  recognize  the  great  work  which  they  are  now  doing  in 
the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  yet  we  do  not  believe  the  full- 
ness of  time  has  come  when  in  fairness  to  them  and  in  justice  to  the 
church  we  can  put  upon  them  the  official  burdens  of  the  church  so  long 
and  so  rightfully  borne  by  the  men  of  the  church." 

Seven  members  of  the  committee  offered  as  a  substitute,  a  minority 
report,  since  "having  profound  faith  in  the  fitness  of  our  noble  women 
for  the  opportunities  they  seek,  and  believing  that  the  time  has  come 
when  their  services  for  the  church  may  safely  be  enlarged  in  accord- 
ance with  their  petition,  we  recommend  that  the  terms  'lay  members," 
'laymen,'  and  'men,'  as  found  in  Paragraphs  46,  69,  and  189,  and 
wherever  else  these  terms  appear  in  the  Discipline,  in  the  same  sense 
shall  be  construed  to  include  women." 

During  a  general  discussion  lasting  about  two  hours,  when  strong 
speeches  were  made  both  for  and  against  the  measure,  it  was  requested 
in  a  resolution  signed  by  five  members  of  the  conference,  "that  Miss 
Belle  Bennett,  president  of  the  Woman's  Home  Mission  Society,  be 
invited  to  speak  to  the  conference  on  this  subject."  She  did  so  in  all  the 
forcefulness  of  her  splendid  ability,  and  thus  became  the  first  woman 
to  speak  on  the  floor  of  the  General  Conference  to  its  members  in 
session.  When  the  vote  was  taken,  however,  the  motion  to  adopt  the 
minority  report  as  a  substitute,  was  lost,  by  a  vote  of  74  for  it  and 
188  against  it,  after  which  the  majority  report  was  adopted. 

The  women  advocating  laity  rights  for  women  were  not  discour- 
aged. They  did  not  look  upon  the  measure  as  lost,  but  merely  post- 
poned, and  girded  up  their  loins  for  a  strenuous  campaign  in  its  promo- 
tion during  the  incoming  quadrennium. 

Woman's  Missionary  Council  Action 
A  great  deal  of  time,  thought,  discussion,  and  prayer  were  given 
to  the  framing  of  the  report  on  a  Constitution  and  By-Laws  for  Con- 
ference and  Auxiliary  Societies,  during  the  months  between  General 
Conference  and  April,  1911,  the  time  for  the  first  annual  meeting 
of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council,  but  by  that  time  the  report  was 
ready  to  present  to  the  Council  for  its  consideration.  The  question 
was  raised  there  as  to  "the  constitutionality  of  the  union  of  the  con- 
ference and  auxiliary  Home  and  Foreign  Mission  Societies,  and  be- 
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cause  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  interpretation  of  the 
law  governing  the  Missionary  Council,"  some  believed  that  a  constitu- 
tion and  by-laws  for  conference  and  auxiliary  societies  could  not  be 
made,  satisfactory  to  all  the  constituency,  until  that  question  had  been 
settled  by  the  proper  authorities. 

Much  time  during  the  session,  both  in  committee  meetings  and  on 
the  floor  of  the  Council,  was  devoted  to  a  consideration  of  this  point 
as  well  as  many  others  that  were  presented.  In  regard  to  union  it  was 
finally  voted  that  "while  conferences  and  auxiliaries  were  left  free  to 
unite  or  to  have  separate  organizations  as  might  seem  wise  to  them,  yet 
the  Council  recommended  union,"  and  that  "any  one  might  become 
a  member  of  this  society  by  giving  prayers,  service,  and  ten  cents  dues 
per  month  to  either  department,  Home  or  Foreign,  or  twenty  cents 
dues  to  both,  with  opportunities  given  for  pledges,  and  for  free  will 
offerings  to  be  directed  by  the  donors  to  such  objects  as  had  been  author- 
ized by  the  Council,  each  auxiliary  to  raise  the  amount  necessary  for 
its  local  work." 

I  Constitutions  and  by-laws  were  provided  for  united  conference  and 
adult  societies,  and  for  young  people's  and  children's  societies,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  by-laws  adopted  by  Council  for  its  own  government.  Such 
adjustments  as  were  necessary  were  made  to  bring  the  constitutions  and 
by-laws  of  the  Foreign  and  Home  Societies  into  harmony  with  the 
constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council. 

The  united  society  embraced  the  whole  program  of  work  that  had 
previously  been  carried  on  by  .both  societies  as  separate  organizations, 
with  corresponding  officers  for  superintending  and  promoting  the  work 
of  each  department  in  Council,  conference,  and  auxiliary.  The  1st, 
2nd,  3rd,  and  4th  vice-presidents,  in  order,  superintended  Children's 
Work,  Young  People's  Work,  Christian  Stewardship  and  Mission 
Study,  Social  Service  and  Local  Work.  The  duties  of  district,  corres- 
ponding and  recording  secretaries,  and  treasurers  remained  practically 
the  same.  Superintendents  of  bureaus  were  to  be  elected  as  needed. 
Quarterly  reports  were  to  be  made  in  a  designated  way,  by  depart- 
mental heads  to  their  respective  officers  in  the  organization  next  higher 
up,  from  auxiliary  to  Board  of  Missions. 

In  1912  the  Council  met  in  Washington  City,  and  many  from 
the  North  Carolina  Conference  attended  as  visitors.  On  the  sixth  day 
at  the  morning  session,  the  privilege  of  reading  the  following  paper 
from  the  visiting  conference  women  was  granted  to  Mrs.  Luke  John- 
son : 

"We,  the  visiting  members  of  conference  and  auxiliary  societies,  holding 
dear  as  we  do  the  one  mission  of  the  church  to  make  known  the  Christ,  and 
believing  that  our  presence  is  an  earnest  of  the  great  interest  of  our  lives,  do 
beg  the  Council  now  in  session  to  grant  us  this  voice. 

"We  ask  for  definite  and  uniform  plans  of  operation.  It  is  our  desire  to 
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come  quickly  to  the  place  of  one  work.  We,  therefore,  pray  you  to  make  bind- 
ing the  laws  that  unite  us. 

"Mrs.  G.  R.  Barrow,  Mrs.  George  Waterhouse,  Mrs.  J.  K.  Mason,  Miss 
Annie  Fishburne,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Speight,  Mrs.  Joseph  Barkman,  Mrs.  G.  B.  Hester, 
(Mrs.  T.  P.)  Maud  Syler,  Mrs.  T.  B.  Bishop,  Miss  Eliza  Grace  Jeffries,  Miss 
Mattie  Hutchison,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Vinson,  Mrs.  John  N.  Gibson,  Laura  Summers, 
Mrs.  George  A.  Brunner,  Lucy  Henderson,  Mrs.  Henry  Knowles,  Flora  Herndon, 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Watters,  Bettie  Sullivan,  Mrs.  Hunter  Smith,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Duncan, 
Mrs.  W.  W.  Hagood,  Mrs.  E.  B.  McCullers,  Mrs.  James  A.  Bell,  Mrs.  F.  K. 
Brown,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Hart,  Mrs.  F.  A.  Woodard,  Miss  Delia  Downing,  Mrs. 
R.  B.  John,  Mrs.  William  Melville,  Mrs.  J.  N.  McEachern,  Mrs.  Harold  P. 
Painter,  Mrs.  Cobb  Lampkin." 

It  will  be  noticed  how  many  of  these  were  North  Carolina  women, 
from  both  conferences.  Mrs.  Swindell  and  Mrs.  J.  G.  Fearing  repre- 
sented the  North  Carolina  Conference  Foreign  and  Home  Mission 
Societies. 

Standard  of  Excellence 

A  resolution  recommending  the  adoption  by  each  conference  so- 
ciety of  a  Standard  of  Excellence  for  Adult  Auxiliaries,  that  should 
emphasize  all  departments,  was  passed. 

Mission  study  as  a  department  and  a  real  factor  in  the  work,  under 
a  Council  officer  to  promote  it,  was  fairly  well  established  by  the 
Council  of  1911,  with  the  enrollment  card  system  of  reporting  classes 
inaugurated,  certain  books  recommended  for  study,  and  the  beginning 
of  Bible  study,  with  text  books  recommended.  In  1912  the  first  week 
in  October  was  set  apart  as  Mission  Study  Campaign  Week,  with  a 
mission  study  class  in  every  auxiliary  as  its  goal.  The  accumulation 
of  missionary  libraries  was  recommended. 

The  Children  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  were  to  be  al- 
lowed still  to  direct  their  pledge  to  the  Mary  Black  Hospital,  to  which 
also,  the  Memorial  Fund  for  the  year  had  been  directed. 

The  Office  of  Home  Base  Created 

At  the  recommendation  of  the  Executive  Committee,  the  Council 
of  1913  created  the  office  of  the  Home  Base,  to  which  Mrs.  Bessie 
W.  Lipscomb  of  Brookhaven,  Miss.,  was  elected  as  its  secretary.  This 
officer  was  to  conduct  the  correspondence  with  conference  secretaries 
of  both  Home  and  Foreign  Departments;  to  receive  from  them  re- 
ports of  their  work,  a  summary  of  which  was  to  be  published  quarterly 
and  annually;  to  have  charge  of  the  distribution  of  all  literature  and 
supplies  necessary  for  the  conduct  of  the  work  in  the  conferences;  and, 
with  the  managers  and  the  educational  and  field  secretaries,  plan 
for  itineraries,  conference  and  special  meetings,  and  in  all  other  prac- 
tical ways  to  strengthen  the  home  base. 

Conference  Presidents  Recommended  for  Council  Membershif 

Action  was  postponed  on  a  resolution  calling  for  a  Committee  on 
General  Conference  Legislation,  until  action  could  be  taken  on  the 
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report  of  the  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  and  an  execu- 
tive session  was  appointed  to  be  held  that  afternoon.  Nothing  is  re- 
corded in  the  minutes  of  business  transacted  in  executive  sessions,  and 
it  is  only  by  comparing  other  records  with  final  results,  sometimes, 
that  any  knowledge  of  what  is  done  then  is  obtained  outside  the  com- 
mittee room. 

This  seems  to  be  the  place  for  recounting  a  bit  of  our  conference 
action,  which  your  historian  has  been  unable  to  find  recorded  in  any 
way  in  any  minutes  of  either  conference  or  Council.  It  appears  only 
indirectly,  as  an  addition  to  the  membership  of  the  Council,  in  the 
new  constitution  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council  authorized  by 
the  General  Conference  of  1914,  in  which  are  incorporated  certain 
changes  petitioned  by  the  Council  in  a  memorial  to  the  General  Con- 
ference. This  memorial  does  not  appear  in  the  minutes,  nor  any  dis- 
cussion of  its  items.  The  initial  movement  which  resulted  in  this  en- 
largement of  the  Council  body,  is  well  remembered  to  have  taken 
place  in  an  Executive  Committee  meeting  held  at  the  close  of  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society  in  January, 
1914,  in  Durham. 

The  story  is  this:  Mrs.  R.  B.  John  was  in  1913  elected  correspond- 
ing secretary  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Home  Mission  De- 
partment of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society.  In  1914  she  was  elected 
president  of  the  conference  society.  In  previous  years,  she  had,  at  her 
own  expense,  attended  both  Board  and  Council  meetings,  because  as 
president  she  had  felt  the  need  of  first  hand  information  and  inspira- 
tion of  these  annual  meetings.  She  saw  how  other  conference  presi- 
dents, who  for  a  similar  reason  were  present  also  as  visitors,  merely 
sat,  with  no  voice  or  vote  in  matters  which  they  must  administer,  and 
she  felt  that  the  first  leader,  the  conference  president,  should  certainly 
be  on  an  equal  footing  in  the  legislative  body  of  the  Woman's  Mission- 
ary Society  with  the  conference  corresponding  secretary.  This  must 
have  been  her  reaction  to  the  Council  in  Washington  in  1912  which 
she  attended  as  a  visitor,  while  president  of  the  Home  Mission  Confer- 
ence Society,  for  in  1911  and  in  1913  she  was  present  as  a  member 
of  the  body,  and  before  1910  she  had  very  probably  visited  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Home  Missions  more  than  a  few 
times.  But  whenever  it  was  received  it  is  certain  that  she  presented  her 
idea  to  her  associates  in  the  executive  body  of  her  conference  society, 
in  such  manner  as  to  provoke  a  memorial  to  Council  asking  for  a 
change  in  its  constitution  which  would  include  the  president  of  a  con- 
ference society  as  a  member  of  its  body.  She  was  present  when  the 
memorial  was  discussed,  for  she  remembers  quite  well  the  hearty  ap- 
proval it  received,  which  was  so  great  that  a  vote  was  hardly  necessary, 
but  was  taken  to  carry  out  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  that  the  measure 
was  unanimously  carried. 
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There  is  no  reference  to  this  memorial  or  the  action  upon  it  in 
the  minutes  of  the  Council,  but  it  is  well  remembered  by  Mrs.  Harvey 
Boney,  Mrs.  F.  B.  McKinne,  Mrs.  R.  B.  John  herself,  and  others,  as 
having  originated  in  the  Executive  Committee  of  this  conference  so- 
ciety, and  the  final  proof  of  its  historicity  is  that  that  addition  to  the 
membership  of  the  Council  was  recommended  in  a  memorial  from 
the  Council  to  the  General  Conference  of  1914,  which  made  that 
change,  with  others,  as  was  desired.  The  Council  went  into  executive 
session  every  time  General  Conference  legislation  was  to  be  considered, 
and  it  is  probable  the  discussion  of  it  was  entered  upon  at  one  of  those 
times,  when  it  was  adopted,  and  with  other  constitutional  changes  pe- 
titioned, embodied  in  the  memorial  to  General  Conference. 

Only  the  General  Conference  through  recommendations  from  the 
Committee  on  Missions,  can  make  changes  in  the  constitution  of  the 
Council  which  is  a  part  of  the  constitution  of  the  Board  of  Missions, 
but  the  Council  makes  its  own  by-laws,  in  harmony  with  the  consti- 
tution of  the  Board.  A  great  many  changes  were  made  in  the  Council 
by-laws  at  that  session,  and  such  changes  in  conference  and  auxiliary 
societies  as  were  necessary  to  bring  them  into  harmony  with  the  Coun- 
cil by-laws.  Most  of  these  were  necessitated  by  the  creation  of  the  new 
office  of  the  Home  Base  and  the  addition  of  the  Home  Base  secretary, 
to  whom  the  four  Council  vice-presidents,  treasurer,  and  field  secre- 
taries were  to  send  quarterly  summaries  of  their  work.  A  Bureau  of 
Publicity  and  a  Bureau  of  Supplies  were  added.  The  promotion  of 
Bible  study  was  added  to  the  duties  of  the  3rd  vice-president,  and  to 
those  more  definitely  named  of  the  educational  secretary. 

In  auxiliary  by-laws  the  four  vice-presidents  were  given  the  re- 
sponsibility of  making  quarterly  reports  to  their  respective  conference 
vice-presidents,  and  to  the  3rd  and  4th  was  added  the  promotion,  re- 
spectively of  Bible  study,  and  the  study  of  Social  Service  subjects.  The 
same  changes  ran  through  the  Young  People's  and  Children's  Auxili- 
aries. 

North  Carolina  Conference  Societies  Unite 
Even  before  the  unification  of  the  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary 
Societies  was  authorized  by  the  General  Conference  in  1910,  the  feel- 
ing in  some  places  was  strong  that  the  two  in  the  same  church  should 
be  one,  and  a  few  have  been  reported  as  uniting  as  much  of  their 
auxiliary  work  as  they  could,  legally,  before  the  conferences  effected 
union  in  1913  under  authorization  of  General  Conference  and 
Council. 

Philadelfhiciy  Sunbury,  1900.  As  far  back  as  1900  our  two  societies  were 
united  in  all  except  finances.  They  met  together,  using-  the  Foreign  program  at 
one  meeting  and  the  Home  program  at  the  next.  All  the  members  were  not  the 
same  in  both,  but  all  were  kept  informed  on  the  work  of  both  societies,  so  when 
the  unification  of  the  societies  was  authorized  they  were  ready  to  fall  in  line 
without  discussion. — Mrs.  S.  I.  Harrell. 
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Warrenton,  1908.  The  Foreign  and  Home  Mission  Societies  in  Warrenton 
united  in  1908,  or  earlier,  as  a  result  of  the  conviction  of  Miss  Amma  Graham 
of  the  Tightness  of  such  union,  being  so  strongly  in  favor  of  it  that  in  1906  she 
began  to  urge  it. 

Parkers ,  Corapeake,  before  1910.  The  Foreign  and  Home  Mission  Societies 
of  Parkers  Church,  Corapeake,  were  united  in  mission  work  in  all  except  finances 
before  the  General  Conference  authorized  union,  using  both  Home  and  Foreign 
literature,  but  having  two  treasurers  who  reported  to  the  treasurers  of  their  re- 
spective conference  societies.  We  welcomed  the  union  of  the  Home  and  Foreign 
Societies. — Mrs.  Lee  Morgan. 

Leasburg,  before  1910.  Many  years  before  1895,  Leasburg  had  a  Parsonage 
Aid  Society  which  became  a  Home  Mission  Society,  and  merged  with  the  Foreign 
Society  long  before  union  was  authorized  by  General  Conference. 

Gatesville,  before  1910.  At  Gatesville  also,  before  1910,  the  Home  and 
Foreign  Missionary  Societies  were  united  in  all  save  finances,  before  authorization 
to  unite. 

Trinity  and  Memorial ,  Durham,  before  1913.  In  Durham  the  Home  and 
Foreign  Missionary  Societies  of  Trinity  and  Memorial  Churches  united  their 
work  after  1910  but  before  the  conference  societies  united. 

It  is  probable  there  were  others  in  the  conference  which  joined 
forces  as  far  as  they  could  legally  do  so,  before  authorization,  for  the 
women  who  were  interested  in  missions  at  all,  were  usually  members 
of  both  branches. 

The  question  raised  at  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Council  as  to  the  constitutionality  of  the  new  constitution 
provided  by  General  Conference  for  the  Council  and  the  presentation 
of  a  minority  report  from  the  Committee  on  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws,  precipitated  a  discussion  on  the  floor  of  the  Council  that  is  re- 
membered to  this  day.  Those  who  supported  the  minority  report  were 
so  strongly  convinced  of  the  correctness  of  their  position,  that  they 
offered  a  resolution  calling  upon  the  "members  of  the  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Council  who  were  members  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  to  ask 
the  College  of  Bishops  to  interpret  the  law  made  by  the  General  Con- 
ference in  regard  to  the  work  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council." 
This  resolution,  signed  by  some  of  tht  most  prominent  and  influential 
members  of  the  Council,  among  whom  were  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell, 
Mrs.  S.  W.  Hitch,  Mrs.  L.  W.  Crawford,  Miss  Tula  Daniel  and 
Mrs.  T.  J.  Copeland,  was  considered,  but  failed  to  be  carried. 

Mrs.  Swindell  told  her  conference  that  having  taken  to  the  Coun- 
cil a  memorial  from  its  Executive  Committee  requesting  that  confer- 
ence and  auxiliary  societies  be  not  united  until  it  could  be  amicably 
done,  she  was  gratified  to  be  able  to  announce  that  union  would  not 
be  forced,  though  it  was  strongly  recommended,  and  that  until  another 
constitution  was  provided  they  would  follow  the  old  one,  except  to 
make  such  changes  as  were  needed  to  harmonize  the  work.  None  need 
unite  unless  they  desired  to  do  so. 

Mrs.  R.  B.  John,  president  of  the  Home  Mission  Conference  So- 
ciety, in  her  annual  message  to  her  society  in  1911,  said:  "I,  personally, 
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hope  for  very  rapid  union  of  auxiliaries  throughout  our  conference. 
Where  union  is  clearly  not  for  the  best  just  now,  then  there  need  be  no 
disturbance  of  the  work,  and  the  two  departments,  Home  and  Foreign 
will  still  exist  as  separate  organizations.  It  is  not  my  purpose,  in  this 
message,  to  present  any  argument  for  union,  but  it  is  my  hope,  that,  as 
the  sessions  of  this  conference  advance,  the  delegates  may  find  their 
own  arguments  and  go  back  to  the  auxiliaries  with  well  defined  pur- 
pose and  plans.  Any  action  which  this  body  might  take  could  of  course 
be  but  tentative." 

A  memorial  from  Gates  County  Institute  was  presented  to  that 
conference  body  by  Mrs.  T.  W.  Costen,  expressing  its  favor  of  the 
unification  of  the  Woman's  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Societies 
in  the  North  Carolina  Conference  within  the  ensuing  year,  as  they 
recognized  Divine  direction  in  the  action  of  the  General  Conference 
in  uniting  the  missionary  forces  of  the  church  and  believed  the  plan 
adopted  by  the  Council  at  St.  Louis,  both  good  and  feasible.  The 
memorial  was  also  signed  by  Mrs.  Lee  Morgan  and  Mrs.  E.  S.  Dail. 
As  a  result  of  action  taken  upon  it,  a  committee  of  three,  Mrs.  T.  W. 
Costen,  Jr.,  Miss  Lillie  Duke,  and  Mrs.  R.  B.  John,  was  appointed 
to  go  before  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Conference  to  meet 
in  May  in  New  Bern,  and  ask  for  the  appointment  by  it  of  a  committee 
of  three  to  confer  with  them  concerning  the  union  of  the  two  North 
Carolina  Conference  Societies,  bearing  the  following  petition: 

"To  the  members  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  N.  C.  Con- 
ference, M.  E.  Church,  South,  Greeting: 

"Your  sisters  of  the  Woman's  Home  Mission  Society,  in  recent  session  at 
Raleigh,  recognizing  Divine  direction  in  the  action  of  the  General  Conference 
uniting  the  missionary  forces  of  the  church,  and  believing  the  plan  adopted  by 
the  Woman's  Missionary  Council  at  St.  Louis  good  and  feasible  for  us,  have 
passed  a  resolution  favoring  union  within  the  ensuing  year. 

"To  this  end,  we  bear  from  them  to  you  as  our  beloved  elder  sisters,  a 
message  of  love,  asking  your  co-operation,  that  we  do  the  most  effective  service, 
becoming  in  name  what  we  are  in  fact,  one  great  body  serving  a  Common  Master 
in  a  common  work. 

"We  pray  that  you  may  give  this  message  favorable  consideration.  May 
God  direct  the  action  of  His  children  to  His  honor  and  glory. 

"Respectfully  submitted, 

"Mrs.  T.  W.  Costen,  Miss  Lillie  Duke,  Mrs.  R.  B.  John." 

This  petition  was  presented  by  Mrs.  Costen  and  Miss  Duke  on  the 
morning  of  the  12th  of  May,  1911,  and  read  to  the  conference  body 
by  Mrs.  Costen.  Upon  motion  of  Mrs.  B.  B.  Adams  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Extension  of  Work,  which  took  the  following 
action  upon  it: 

"The  memorial  from  the  Woman's  Home  Mission  Society  of  the  North 
Carolina  Conference,  asking  for  unification,  has  been  considered,  and  while  we 
greatly  appreciate  the  offer  of  union,  coming  so  gracefully  from  our  sister 
society,  we  feel  that  the  time  has  not  yet  come  to  celebrate  our  wedding  nuptials, 
the  major  cause  of  which  is  that  according  to  Paragraph  3  7  3,  Article  2  9,  in  the 
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constitution  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  the  societies  cannot  lawfully  unite  at  this 
time,  and  so  we  recommend  non-concurrence. 

"Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Home,  Mrs.  J.  K.  Black,  Mrs.  F.  B. 
McKinne,  Mrs.  D.  W.  Bullock,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Blanchard,  Mrs.  M.  J.  Simpson, 
Mrs.  C.  P.  Dey,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Ray,  Mrs.  T.  H.  Street." 

The  Paragraph  and  Article  to  which  reference  was  made,  reads 
as  follows: 

"The  women  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  shall  conduct  mis- 
sionary work  through  an  organization  to  be  known  as  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Council,  having  a  Home  and  a  Foreign  Department.  It  shall  develop  missionary 
work  among  women  and  children  in  accordance  with  the  policy  of  the  Board  of 
Missions.  The  Council  shall  consist  of  a  president,  four  vice-presidents,  two  or 
more  secretaries,  two  recording  secretaries,  and  the  corresponding  secretary  or 
alternate  of  both  the  Woman's  Foreign  and  Home  Missionary  Societies  of  each 
annual  conference.  The  secretaries  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  assistant  treasurer, 
and  the  women  who  are  members  of  the  Board  of  Missions  shall  be  ex  officio 
members  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council.  The  Council  shall  hold  annual 
meetings  to  hear  reports  of  the  work  in  all  the  fields,  receive  appropriations  and 
plans  from  the  Board  of  Missions,  to  arrange  the  details  of  the  appropriations, 
and  to  consecrate  the  women  who  are  accepted  for  service.  The  Council  shall  also 
plan  to  enlarge  the  membership  of  the  societies,  to  increase  the  collections,  and 
to  further  the  work  of  missionary  education  among  women  and  children.  At  the 
annual  session  preceding  the  General  Conference,  the  Council  shall  elect  its 
officers  by  ballot  and  nominate  the  women  who  are  to  be  officers  and  members 
of  the  Board  of  Missions.  The  Council  shall  make  its  own  by-laws,  and  provide 
a  constitution  and  by-laws  for  conference  and  auxiliary  societies  in  harmony  with 
the  constitution  of  the  Board  of  Missions." 

It  will  be  seen  at  a  glance  that  while  the  object  of  this  Paragraph 
in  the  constitution  was  to  bring  about  unification  of  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Societies,  it  did  not  provide  organic  union,  possibly  with 
intention  to  give  the  women  time  to  think  and  to  pray  the  matter 
through,  and  to  adjust  themselves  to  the  new  arrangement. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Extension  of  Work  was  read 
by  Mrs.  Street  and  adopted.  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell  read  a  letter  to  the 
Woman's  Home  Mission  Society — -a  reply  to  the  memorial  in  regard 
to  union — which  "was  unanimously  adopted."  This  letter  does  not 
appear  in  the  minutes  of  the  Foreign  Society.  The  Home  Mission 
minutes  of  1912,  in  which  it  might  appear,  are  not  accessible  to  this 
writer. 

The  following  year,  1912,  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  So- 
ciety held  its  annual  meeting  in  Littleton  in  March.  Mrs.  R.  B.  John 
was  present  as  a  delegate  from  the  Fayette ville  District,  and  was  intro- 
duced to  the  conference  as  president  of  the  Woman's  Home  Mission 
Conference  Society.  The  following  resolution  was  read  by  Mrs.  H.  J. 
Faison : 

"Whereas,  The  time  seems  to  be  approaching  when  the  Woman's  Foreign 
and  Home  Mission  Societies  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  will  be  united ; 
therefore,  be  it 

"Resolved  1st:  That  a  commission  of  six  women  be  appointed  at  this  session 
of  our  annual  meeting  to  meet  with  a  like  commission  from  the  Home  Mission 
Conference  Society  to  take  the  matter  under  careful  and  prayerful  consideration. 
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"2nd:  That  this  commission  meet  after  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Council,  and  report  their  decision  to  their  respective  conference  so- 
cieties. 

"Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell,  Mrs.  K.  P.  Black,  Mrs.  H.  J.  Faison,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Ray, 
Mrs.  A.  J.  McKinnon,  Mrs.  R.  L.  Kornegay,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Home,  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Edwards,  Mrs.  J.  J.  Bissell,  Mrs.  D.  W.  Bullock,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Westbrook,  Mrs. 
R.  A.  Montgomery,  Mrs.  F.  B.  McKinne,  Miss  Annie  Bishop,  Mrs.  Bettie  Shaw, 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Dailey,  Mrs.  Clay  Foreman,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Snipes." 

After  discussion,  this  resolution  was  adopted.  At  the  afternoon 
session  on  the  next  day,  Saturday,  "Mrs.  R.  B.  John  made  a  motion 
to  rescind  the  action  of  the  day  before  in  passing  the  resolution  to 
appoint  a  commission  to  consider  union.  The  motion  was  lost,  and 
Mrs.  H.  J.  Faison  made  a  motion  that  the  commission  be  empowered 
to  act  and  that  this  conference  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  commission, 
to  which  Mrs.  John  offered  an  amendment  that  it  is  the  sense  of  this 
conference  that  we  unite.  The  amendment  was  lost  and  the  motion 
carried."  The  following  women  "were  appointed  to  serve  as  the 
commission  to  meet  the  commission  from  the  Home  Mission  Society: 
Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell,  Mrs.  B.  B.  Adams,  Mrs.  H.  J.  Faison,  Mrs. 
F.  B.  McKinne,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Home,  Mrs.  D.  W.  Bullock,  and  Mrs. 
M.  C.  Pleasants." 

After  the  service,  Sunday  morning,  the  president  called  a  session 
of  the  conference  when  the  following  resolution  was  read  by  Mrs. 
H.  J.  Faison,  and  adopted  as  read: 

"Whereas,  the  commission  appointed  by  this  body  to  meet  a  like  commission 
appointed  by  the  Home  Mission  Society  to  consider  the  feasibility  of  uniting  are 
of  the  opinion  that  .the  time  has  come  when  the  union  of  the  two  societies  will 
be  best  j  and 

"Whereas,  We  fear  our  work  will  be  hampered  if  we  do  not  unite,  we  have, 
therefore,  asked  for  the  appointment  of  a  commission  from  the  Home  Mission 
Society  to  meet  with  our  commission  to  agree  upon  plans  for  unification. 

"Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell,  Mrs.  B.  B.  Adams,  Mrs.  H.  J.  Faison,  Mrs.  F.  B. 
McKinne,  Mrs.  D.  W.  Bullock,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Home,  Mrs.  M.  C.  Pleasants." 

There  do  not  appear  in  the  joint  minutes  of  1913  any  records  of 
the  meetings  or  actions  of  the  two  commissions  in  joint  sessions,  or  of 
the  joint  Executive  Committee  meeting  held  in  Rocky  Mount,  but  it 
is  recorded  that  these  meetings  were  held,  for  the  reports  from  them 
were  read  and  adopted  by  the  two  conference  societies  in  joint  session 
for  the  first  time,  in  Wilson,  in  1913,  from  the  22nd  to  the  27th  of 
January.  At  that  meeting  the  reports  of  each  conference  society  were 
made  separately,  by  conference  officers  and  district  secretaries,  but  the 
committees  were  composed  of  members  of  both,  who  together  framed 
the  committee  recommendations  in  their  committee  reports.  The  ses- 
sions were  presided  over  alternately  by  the  two  conference  presidents, 
Mrs.  R.  A.  Willis  and  Mrs.  R.  B.  John,  the  devotional  services  being 
conducted  by  different  members  of  both  societies.  An  executive  session 
was  held  for  the  election  of  officers,  and  as  one  of  those  present  said, 
"after  much  prayer  and  work  in  trying  to  be  perfectly  fair  in  selecting 
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workers  and  sharing  honors  equally  in  the  two  bodies,"  the  following 

OfficerSy  Superintendents ,  and  District  Secretaries  Were  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Miss  Emma  C.  Page,  Aberdeen  ;  1st  vice-president,  Mrs. 
N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  Goldsboro;  2nd  vice-president,  Miss  Lillie  Duke,  Durham; 
3rd  vice-president,  Mrs.  W.  B.  North,  Jackson ;  4th  vice-president,  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Speight,  Raleigh;  corresponding  secretary,  Foreign  Department,  Mrs.  F.  D. 
Swindell,  Wilson;  corresponding  secretary,  Home  Department,  Mrs.  R.  B.  John, 
Fayetteville;  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Stanbury,  Clinton;  treasurer, 
Foreign  Department,  Mrs.  B.  B.  Adams,  Four  Oaks;  treasurer,  Home  Department, 
Mrs.  N.  E.  Edgerton,  Selma;  president  emeritus,  Mrs.  R.  A.  Willis,  Elizabeth  City. 

Superintendents :  Supplies,  Mrs.  Ida  T.  Wilkins,  Weldon;  Press  Work,  Mrs. 
E.  C.  Duncan,  Raleigh;  Field  Secretary,  Miss  Lillie  Duke,  Durham. 

District  Secretaries :  Durham  District,  Mrs.  B.  N.  Mann  of  Durham;  Eliza- 
beth City,  Mrs.  J.  N.  Winslow  of  Elizabeth  City;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  A.  D.  Muse 
of  Carthage;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  H.  J.  Faison  of  Faison;  Raleigh,  Mrs.  F.  B. 
McKinne  of  Louisburg;  Rockingham,  Mrs.  J.  F.  Ray  of  Laurinburg;  Warren- 
ton,  Mrs.  W.  T.  Shaw  of  Weldon;  Washington,  Mrs.  W.  T.  Baugham  of  Wash- 
ington; Wilmington,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Murphy  of  Wallace. 

Miss  Lillie  Duke  resigned  from  the  office  of  2nd  vice-president, 
and  Mrs.  Mortimer  Pleasants  was  elected  to  succeed  her.  The  office 
of  Field  Secretary  was  made  a  salaried  one,  the  amount  of  salary  to 
be  fixed  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

Comparative  Statistics  for  1912 


Adult  Auxiliaries,  Foreign  Society   118 

Adult  members,  Foreign  Society    3,000 

Adult  Auxiliaries,  Home  Society    90 

Adult  members,  Home  Society    2,400 

Young  People's  Auxiliaries,  Foreign  Society    30 

Young  People's  members,  Foreign  Society    602 

Young  People's  Auxiliaries,  Home  Society   _   22 

Young  People's  members,  Home  Society    466 

Bright  Jewel  Bands,  Foreign  Society    77 

Bright  Jewel  members,  Foreign  Society    2,563 

Junior  Divisions,  Home  Society     45 

Junior  members,  Home  Society    1,087 

Total  Auxiliaries,  Foreign  Society    225 

Total  members,  Foreign  Society    6,165 

Total  Auxiliaries,  Home  Society    157 

Total  members,  Home  Society    3,953 

Baby  Enrollment,  Foreign  Society    60 

Baby  Enrollment,  Home  Society    40 

Life  members,  Foreign  Society    285 

Life  members,  Home  Society    10 

Honorary  Life  members,  Foreign    15 

Life  Patrons,  Foreign  Society    6 
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Subscribers  to  "Missionary  Voice,"  Foreign  Society,  400;  Home 
Society,  562.  Subscribers  to  "Young  Christian  Worker,"  Foreign  So- 
ciety, 409. 

In  the  Foreign  Society:  missionaries  supported,  13;  scholarships, 
17;  Bible  women,  8;  sub  stations,  5;  hospital  by  Bright  Jewels  (Mary 
Black  Memorial),  1;  day  schools,  4;  amount  pledged  by  conference, 
$12,000;  total  raised  during  the  year,  $20,941.26. 

In  the  Home  Society:  taking  Home  Mission  Reading  Course,  300; 
using  bulletins,  leaflets,  and  secular  press,  62;  pledged  to  tithing,  134; 
boxes  sent  off  and  reported,  44;  papers  and  leaflets  distributed,  2,181  ; 
observing  Week  of  Prayer,  65;  visits  to  sick  and  strangers,  10,114; 
visits  to  corrective  and  benevolent  institutions,  381;  cottage  prayer 
meetings  or  Bible  readings  held,  131;  garments  in  good  order  dis- 
tributed, 1,473;  auxiliaries  holding  union  meetings,  9;  dues  sent  con- 
ference treasurer,  $2,652.50;  specials,  $2,036.23;  spent  on  local 
work,  $10,763.79;  raised  on  pledge,  $1,107.28;  total  to  treasurer, 
$5,135.55;  grand  total,  $15,899.34. 

By  comparing  these  two  reports,  remembering  that  in  a  very  large 
majority  of  churches,  the  same  women  were  active  and  contributing 
members  of  both  societies,  it  will  be  seen  how  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society  would  gain  in  power  to  achieve,  in  stimulus  to  strive,  and  in 
faith  to  adventure,  by  the  union  of  the  two  to  form  one  splendid  or- 
ganization. 

Mrs.  R.  A.  Willis 

"Ellen  White  Willis  was  born  November  7th,  1842,  the  daughter  of  Susan 
Wall  and  Thomas  White,  both  members  of  prominent,  pioneer  families  of  Ran- 
dolph County,  North  Carolina.  The  early  Christian  training-  of  her  God  fearing 
parents,  together  with  the  high  ideals  and  examples  of  their  daily  lives,  implanted 
in  her  youthful  mind  a  high  purpose  and  character  that  controlled  her  life 
throughout  its  many  useful  years. 

"She  was  graduted  from  Greensboro  Female  College  in  1861,  and  it  was 
while  there  that  her  zeal  for  missions  became  one  of  the  leading  characteristics 
of  her  life.  While  a  student  in  this  institution  she  came  under  the  influence  of 
and  was  inspired  by  two  notable  mission  workers,  who  were  then  teachers  at 
G.  F.  C. — Miss  Ellen  Morphis,  who  later  became  the  wife  of  Marquis  LaFayette 
Wood,  our  first  missionary  to  China,  and  Miss  Lucy  Armfield,  who  later  married 
J.  A.  Cuninggim,  a  Methodist  minister,  and  became  so  lovingly  known  as  'Aunt 
Lucy'  throughout  the  entire  North  Carolina  Conference.  Thus  was  the  beginning 
of  a  life  that  shed  its  radiance  and  blessing  upon  all  whom  it  touched  as  it  went 
along  life's  highway. 

"Ellen  White  married  Rev.  R.  A.  Willis  in  18  64,  and  to  them  a  large 
family  was  given.  Although  she  underwent  her  full  share  of  hardships,  as  the 
wife  of  an  itinerant  minister,  and  many  sorrows  overshadowed  her  home,  includ- 
ing the  nursing  of  several  of  her  children  through  long  periods  of  illness  which 
terminated  in  death,  her  faith  never  wavered,  and  with  a  brave  heart  and  cheer- 
ful countenance  she  upheld  her  husband's  hands,  and  those  most  intimate  with 
her  never  heard  her  mention  any  hardships  endured  for  the  Gospel's  sake. 

"During  all  this  time  she  took  an  active  part  in  the  mission  work  of  the 
church  wherever  her  husband  was  located,  and  many  missionary  societies  are 
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today  more  active  and  doing  a  greater  work  under  the  inspiration  and  organi- 
zation formed  by  Mrs.  Willis. 

"At  the  death  of  Mrs.  J.  A.  Cuninggim,  who  had  been  her  close  friend 
and  co-worker  in  missions,  Mrs.  Willis  was  elected  as  her  successor  to  the  presi- 
dency of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the  North  Carolina  Con- 
ference. This  position  she  held  for  six  consecutive  years,  and  all  phases  of  the 
work  received  her  prayerful  interest  and  were  led  to  greater  activities  by  her 
wise  though  unassuming  and  spiritual  leadership. 

"Among  her  lovable  characteristics  were  her  humility  of  spirit,  and  her 
avoidance  of  anything  spectacular.  She  was  always  willing  to  abide  absolutely 
by  the  rule  of  conference  or  Council.  Perhaps  nothing  could  give  a  better  insight 
or  more  fully  express  her  true  character  than  a  quotation  from  her  last  address 
as  president,  before  the  final  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Conference,  in  1912, 
when  after  discussing  the  union  of  the  Foreign  and  Home  Societies,  she  made  a 
plea  for  peace,  and  said,  'May  the  mind  of  Christ  actuate  every  impulse  of  our 
nature  and  may  His  will  be  supreme  in  all  our  deliberations.' 

"At  the  union  of  the  two  societies,  Mrs.  Willis  had  advanced  in  years  and 
was  at  an  age  when  most  women  would  have  been  satisfied  with  her  past  service, 
and  in  the  realization  that  she  had  wrought  well,  but,  instead,  she  gave  more 
attention  to  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  the  First  Methodist  Church  of 
Elizabeth  City,  her  home  at  that  time.  She  was  its  president  for  many  years. 

"  'Mother  Willis'  was  a  great  believer  in  prayer,  and  each  year,  after  re- 
turning from  the  conference,  she  would  begin  to  look  forward  to  the  Week  of 
Prayer,  having  absolute  faith  in  the  results  of  this  as  a  means  of  providing  all 
that  was  needful  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  ever  enlarging  plans  of  our  confer- 
ence. She  was  also  a  firm  advocate  of  individual  responsibility  and  was  not  in 
sympathy  with  any  other  plan  of  financing  her  society  other  than  voluntary 
giving,  as  an  expression  of  love  and  faith  in  the  work. 

"Although  of  a  rather  retiring  disposition,  her  cheerful,  radiant  personality 
made  her  good  company  for  the  young  as  well  as  the  old.  She  always  took  a 
deep  interest  in  literature,  especially  that  of  the  church  and  missionary  move- 
ments. She  was,  up  to  the  close  of  her  life,  well  informed  on  all  topics  relating 
to  these  things.  Her  mind  was  vigorous  and  active  until  her  death  in  1922,  on 
the  12  th  of  May. 

"Her  life  was  an  inspiration  and  a  benediction  to  the  writer  and  to  many 
others  in  our  society.  Hers  was  not  a  life  of  outstanding  achievement  in  any  one 
particular,  but  in  her  pure,  consecrated  life  she  gave  of  her  best  each  day,  shedding 
joy,  inspiration  and  a  blessing  upon  all  with  whom  she  associated.  Ellen  White 
Willis  was  one  of  God's  noble  women." — Mrs.  M.  L.  Sheef. 

Organic  Union  Authorised 

The  changes  made  by  the  General  Conference  of  1914  in  the 
constitution  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council,  at  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Missions,  as  a  response  to  the  memorial  from 
the  Council,  were  few,  but  served  to  consummate  the  organic  union 
of  the  Woman's  Foreign  and  the  Woman's  Home  Mission  Societies. 
The  first  change  was  in  the  constitution  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  and 
was  made  by  amending  and  combining  Paragraphs  353  and  354  of 
the  Eleventh  Chapter  of  the  Discipline,  Section  1,  so  as  to  make  one 
paragraph  as  a  substitute  for  Article  1,  to  read  as  follows: 

"The  missionary  operations  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
formerly  administered  under  the  Board  of  Missions,  the  Woman's  Foreign  Mis- 
sionary Society,  and  the  Woman's  Home  Mission  Society,  shall  hereafter  be 
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administered  by  a  Board  of  Missions,  which  shall  have  charge  of  all  foreign 
missions  of  the  church  and  of  such  missions  in  the  home  field  as  are  not  provided 
for  by  the  annual  conferences.  The  Board  shall  carry  on  its  operations  under 
two  departments — namely,  the  Department  of  Foreign  Missions  and  the  Depart- 
ment of  Home  Missions." 

A  new  paragraph  providing  for  a  Committee  on  Estimates  was 
inserted.  The  Editorial  Secretaries  were  omitted  entirely,  and  the  fol- 
lowing, as  new  paragraphs,  were  substituted  for  Paragraphs  29  and  30, 
as  28  and  29: 

"The  women  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  organize  and  conduct  missionary  societies  among  women  and  children 
in  the  annual  conferences  and  in  the  churches,  in  the  interest  of  home  and  foreign 
missions.  These  societies  shall  promote  missionary  intelligence  and  activity  and 
secure  missionary  funds  by  means  of  membership  dues,  life  and  honorary  mem- 
bership fees,  from  devises,  annuities,  bequests,  voluntary  offerings,  and  collections 
at  meetings  appointed  in  behalf  of  the  society." 

"There  shall  be  a  delegated  body  to  be  known  as  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Council.  It  shall  be  composed  of  a  president,  two  vice-presidents,  two  or  more 
secretaries,  a  treasurer,  superintendents  of  bureaus,  the  corresponding  secretary  or 
alternate,  and  the  'president  or  alternate  of  each  annual  conference  society.  The 
secretaries  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  both  men  and  women,  the  assistant  treasurer, 
and  the  women  who  are  members  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  shall  be  ex  officio 
members  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council." 

Laity  Rights  for  Women  Again  Defeated 
A  great  number  of  memorials,  resolutions,  petitions,  and  telegrams 
from  conferences,  woman's  missionary  societies,  churches,  and  indi- 
viduals, relating  to  the  matter  of  "Laity  Rights  for  Women,"  both 
for  and  against  it,  were  presented  to  the  General  Conference,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals,  along  with  the  expressed  dis- 
approval of  the  bishops,  who  quoted  their  recommendations  on  the  sub- 
ject made  at  the  1910  General  Conference.  The  committee  gave 
especial  attention  to  a  memorial  from  the  West  Oklahoma  Conference, 
which  set  forth  a  proposal  of  definite  legislation  providing  for  the 
election  of  women  to  official  positions  in  the  church,  and  to  the 
memorial  from  the  Council  asking  that  women  be  granted  the  privi- 
leges of  lay  members  of  the  church,  entitling  them  to  sit  as  members 
in  quarterly,  district,  annual,  and  General  Conferences,  and  to  be  elect- 
ed stewards  and  trustees.  The  committee  "respectfully  recommended 
non-concurrence  in  these  and  all  other  similar  memorials  before  them." 
A  minority  report  again  was  offered,  recommending  concurrence. 

When  these  reports  came  before  the  conference  for  action,  in  the 
discussion  which  arose,  request  was  made  that  a  representative  woman 
from  each  side  of  the  question  be  invited  to  address  the  body.  Miss 
Belle  Bennett  spoke  in  favor  of  the  measure,  advocating  the  adoption 
of  the  minority  report  as  a  substitute  for  the  majority  report  of  the 
committee.  Mrs.  T.  B.  King  spoke  in  favor  of  the  majority  report, 
against  granting  the  petition  for  laity  rights.  The  minority  report 
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failed  to  be  adopted  by  a  vote  of  105  for  to  171  against  it.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  in  1910  the  vote  was  74  for,  and  188  against  the 
measure,  which  shows  a  decided  gain  in  sentiment  in  favor  of  it. 

"Does  it  seem  strange  and  unwomanly  that  these  women  standing  where  they 
do  should  believe  that  the  world  needs  their  strength  and  wisdom  united  and  com- 
bined with  the  strength  and  wisdom  of  its  best  manhood  to  guide  and  govern 
home  and  church  and  state?  .  .  .  Whatever  'woman's  sphere'  may  have 
been  in  heathen  thought  at  any  period  of  the  world,  or  whatever  it  may  be  now, 
the  Hebrew  and  Christian  Scriptures  have  for  six  thousand  years  taught  the 
essential  equality  of  man  and  woman.  Both  were  created  in  the  image  of  God, 
to  both  God  came  in  the  flesh  as  Jesus  Christ,  whose  declared  mission 
was  to  destroy  the  works  of  the  devil  and  to  save  to  the  uttermost." 


CHAPTER  TEN 

The  Sixth  Sabbath  of  Years,  1914-1920 


"If  organic  union  does  not  mean  for  each  individual  ...  a  more 
complete  surrender  to  the  will  of  God,  a  more  real  prayer  life,  a  more 
definite  yielding-  of  all  that  we  are  and  have  to  Him,  we  must  inevitably 
fail  to  accomplish  that  larger  and  better  missionary  service  for  which  we 
united.  Prayer,  prevailing  intercessory  prayer,  is  the  supreme  need  of  the 
hour." — Miss  Belle  H.  Bennett. 

Miss  Bennett  said  in  her  annual  message  to  the  Council  in  1914, 
meeting  before  the  General  Conference  assembled: 

"At  the  General  Conference  of  1910  more  than  100,000  women,  working 
in  two  distinct  organizations  for  the  evangelization  and  social  uplift  of  races 
and  peoples  in  widely  different  lands,  working  under  different  laws  and  with 
different  methods,  accepted  from  a  ruling  body  of  lawmakers  without  a  woman 
in  it,  a  crude  and  radical  plan  of  readjustment  and  consolidation,  and  for  three 
years  have  worked  under  it  and  through  it  without  an  appreciable  loss  of  mem- 
bers or  a  decrease  in  collections.  Many  of  these  women  were  unalterably  opposed 
to  the  change  and  very  many  others  who  desired  and  advocated  a  united  woman's 
work,  deprecated  a  forced  union  and  feared  the  consequences. 

"...  As  women  of  God,  called  and  empowered  to  do  this  work, 
no  thinking  woman  among  them  hugged  to  herself  the  delusion  that 
the  readjustment  and  consolidation  could  be  made  without  sacrifice  and  pain  to 
every  member  to  whom  the  old  way  had  made  service  a  joyous  blessing.  But  the 
fullness  of  time  for  an  advance  movement  had  come,  and  devout,  godly  men 
and  women,  striving  to  know  and  do  the  will  of  the  Father,  could  but  read  the 
signs  of  the  times  and  go  forward.  To  such,  'the  Kingdom  of  God  and  His 
righteousness'  must  always  be  the  goal  of  duty.  And  to  such  the  guidance  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  always  unfailing. 

"Once  again  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  illumined  and  made  plain  the 
old  paths  wherein  man  and  woman  were  set  to  walk  and  work  together,  if  they 
would  do  His  perfect  will,  and  1 5  women  were  made  members  of  the  General 
Board  of  Missions — 10  elected  by  the  General  Conference,  and  5  by  virtue  of  the 
offices  they  filled. 

"Organic  union  of  the  Woman's  Boards  was  not  forced,  but  a  loose  con- 
solidation of  the  two,  forming  a  Missionary  Council,  with  power  to  appropriate 
the  money  raised  by  the  women  and  to  develop  missionary  work  among  women 
and  children,  in  accordance  with  the  policy  of  the  Board,  was  a  part  of  the  plan. 
To  have  denied  the  Council  these  privileges  and  activities  would  have  meant  the 
ultimate  dissolution  .of  the  woman's  church-wide  organization.  From  its  inception, 
eternal  vigilance  and  continuous  labor  on  the  part  of  conference,  district,  and 
auxiliary  leaders  have  been  the  price  of  its  life,  growth  and  development.  A  few 
more  weeks  and  the  momentous  quadrennium  will  be  a  matter  of  history.  For 
four  years  men  and  women  have  worked  together  with  marked  success  on  the 
most  important  Board  of  a  great  church,  hindered  only  by  difficulties  and  ob- 
structive forces  always  attendant  upon  periods  of  reform  and  readjustment. 
Progress  and  increased  interest  in  the  work  committed  to  the  Board,  at  home  and 
abroad,  are  manifest  to  every  unprejudiced  observer." 

1914  Woman's  Missionary  Council  Action 
The  new  by-laws,  changed  to  harmonize  with  the  changed  con- 
stitution, provided  two  vice-presidents,  the  1st  to  superintend  Young 
People's  Work,  and  the  2nd  the  Children's  Work.  The  secretaries  in 
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charge  of  the  work  on  the  fields  became  "administrative  secretaries" 
with  practically  the  same  duties.  To  the  Educational  secretary,  in  ad- 
dition to  her  previous  duties,  was  committed  the  supervision  of  the 
publication  of  leaflets  and  special  literature  of  Council  and  the  direc- 
tion of  the  publicity  work  for  the  dissemination  of  missionary  informa- 
tion. The  duties  of  the  Home  Base  secretary  were  increased  by  adding 
the  maintenance  of  a  depository  of  missionary  and  religious  literature, 
the  superintendence  of  distributing  all  literature  and  supplies  necessary 
for  the  work  of  the  conferences,  and  the  promotion  of  Christian 
Stewardship.  The  Administrative,  Educational,  and  Home  Base  sec- 
retaries and  the  treasurer  were  authorized  to  hold  monthly  conferences 
for  the  purpose  of  correlating  the  interests  of  the  various  departments 
and  for  the  consideration  of  the  work  under  their  care.  The  one  record- 
ing secretary,  in  addition  to  her  regular  duties,  was  to  send  an  abstract 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  mid-year  Executive  Committee  meeting  to 
absent  members.  The  ten  women  who  were  members  of  the  Board 
were  to  extend  the  work  by  attending  conferences,  district  and  other 
meetings  when  practical:  A  Bureau  of  Social  Service  was  added  under 
the  direction  of  its  superintendent,  for  the  purpose  of  stimulating  and 
directing  the  study  and  investigation  of  social  questions  and  of  bringing 
about  social  reforms  in  home  and  foreign  fields.  Also  a  Bureau  of 
Supplies,  under  its  superintendent,  for  the  purpose  of  sending  boxes  and 
needed  supplies  to  ministers  of  the  church,  to  institutions  in  both  home 
and  foreign  fields  under  direction  of  Council,  to  the  missionary  train- 
ing schools  and  to  the  institutions  supported  by  conference  societies. 
Provision  was  made  for  the  addition  of  other  bureaus  as  the  need  for 
them  arose. 

In  conference  and  auxiliary  constitutions  and  by-laws  the  necessary 
changes  were  made  to  harmonize  them  with  those  of  Council.  In 
Article  1  of  the  constitution  for  conference  societies  the  words  "Home 
and  Foreign  Departments"  were  omitted,  and  it  then  read  as  follows: 
"In  each  annual  conference  there  shall  be  organized  a  conference  so- 
ciety auxiliary  to  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council."  Article  3  read: 
"The  conference  society  shall  consist  of  one  or  more  delegates  from 
each  auxiliary,  a  district  secretary  from  each  district,  and  the  follow- 
ing officers:  a  president,  two  vice-presidents,  a  corresponding  secretary, 
a  recording  secretary,  a  treasurer,  and  superintendents  of  Study  and 
Publicity,  of  Social  Service,  and  of  Supplies.  These  officers  shall  be 
elected  by  ballot  at  the  annual  session  and  shall  constitute  the  Execu- 
tive Committee.  The  president  and  the  corresponding  secretary  shall 
be  members  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council." 

The  by-laws  provided  that  these  officers  should  be  "nominated  by 
a  committee  composed  of  a  representative  from  each  district  who 
should  be  chosen  by  the  district  delegation,"  but  this  did  not  do  away 


Seven  Times  Seven 


281 


with  the  privilege  of  nomination  from  the  floor,  nor  of  balloting  for 
any  person  not  nominated.  It  provided  also  that  the  "district  secretaries 
should  be  nominated  by  a  committee  composed  of  the  president,  vice- 
presidents,  the  corresponding  secretary  and  the  treasurer,  and  elected 
by  acclamation."  Two  by-laws  were  omitted,  one  providing  for  the 
raising  of  a  Conference  Expense  Fund,  and  the  other  which  allowed 
conference  to  appropriate  half  the  membership  fund  of  the  Home  De- 
partment. The  1st  and  2nd  vice-presidents  were  given  charge  of  Young 
People's  and  Children's  Work.  The  promotion  of  Christian  Steward- 
ship was  committed  to  the  corresponding  secretary,  and  to  the  treasurer 
was  given  the  responsibility  of  disbursing  the  Conference  Expense 
Funds  on  the  written  order  of  the  president  and  the  corresponding 
secretary.  The  organization  duties  of  the  district  secretary  were  made 
more  definite  by  the  addition  of  the  words  "Adult,  Young  People's, 
and  Children's  Auxiliaries."  Three  entirely  new  by-laws  were  added 
to  define  the  duties  of  the  new  superintendents  of  Study  and  Publicity, 
and  of  Social  Service,  and  of  Supplies.  One  more  new  by-law  provided 
for  the  raising  of  a  Conference  Expense  Fund  by  conference  assess- 
ment, the  basis  to  be  determined  by  each  conference  according  to  its 
requirements  for  in  no  case  should  membership  dues  or  pledge  funds 
be  used  for  conference  expenses.  The  by-laws  prohibiting  regular  dues 
and  funds  contributed  to  make  life  members,  honorary  members,  and 
life  patrons  being  devoted  to  specific  work  and  permitting  the  confer- 
ence society  to  elect  superintendents,  were  stricken  out,  their  contents 
being  distributed  in  other  by-laws. 

The  changes  in  the  Adult  Auxiliary  Constitution  and  By-Laws 
were  such  as  to  make  them  conform  to  those  of  conference  and  Coun- 
cil. In  the  second  Article,  the  phrase,  "to  hasten  the  coming  of  the 
kingdom  of  God  in  the  United  States  and  non-Christian  lands,"  was 
changed  to,  "to  hasten  the  coming  of  the  kingdom  of  God  throughout 
the  world."  The  Article  fixing  the  basis  of  membership  was  changed 
entirely.  Instead  of  "ten  cents  per  month  to  either  department,  Home 
or  Foreign,  or  twenty  cents  dues  to  both,"  the  membership  dues  were 
fixed  at  "twenty  cents  per  month,"  eliminating  choice  in  directing 
dues  by  striking  out  the  reference  to  departments.  This  was  the  final 
act  of  unification.  Each  member,  also,  should  "be  asked  to  make  a 
voluntary  offering  for  the  maintenance  and  extension  of  the  general 
work.  Such  funds  shall  constitute  the  pledge  of  the  auxiliary.  The  dues, 
pledge,  and  any  other  undirected  funds  shall  be  prorated  by  the  Coun- 
cil— forty  per  cent  for  the  home  and  sixty  per  cent  for  the  foreign 
work.  Opportunities  shall  be  given  for  offerings  to  be  directed  by 
individual  donors  for  the  support  of  special  work.  These  offerings  by 
individuals  shall  not  be  prorated."  The  regulations  regarding  life 
members,  honorary  members,  and  life  patrons  were  rearranged  to  form 
a  ne  w  Article. 
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Other  new  Articles  provided  for  the,  placing  of  names  on  the 
memorial  roll;  that  every  auxiliary  must  contribute  to  the  Retirement 
and  Relief  Fund  and  the  Conference  Expense  Fund;  and  that  each 
auxiliary  should  carry  on  local  work,  consisting  of  the  care  of  the 
parsonage  and  the  charity  work  of  the  church  which  might  be  done 
through  a  committee  with  funds  raised  as  the  auxiliary  directed. 

The  auxiliary  officers  were  to  be  a  president,  two  vice-presidents,  a 
corresponding  secretary,  a  recording  secretary,  a  treasurer,  an  assistant 
treasurer,  and  superintendents  of  Study  and  Publicity,  of  Social  Ser- 
vice, and  of  Supplies,  who  should  constitute  the  Auxiliary  Executive 
Committee.  The  1st  and  2nd  vice-presidents  superintended  Young 
People's  and  Children's  Work.  Promotion  of  Christian  Stewardship 
was  given  to  the  corresponding  secretary.  The  treasurer  was  required 
to  make  an  itemized  report  monthly  to  the  auxiliary,  in  addition  to 
her  quarterly  report  to  the  conference  treasurer.  Five  new  by-laws 
were  added  to  define  the  duties  of  assistant  treasurer,  the  superinten- 
dents of  Study  and  Publicity,  of  Social  Service,  of  Supplies,  and  to 
limit  the  power  of  the  auxiliary  to  assume  assistance  or  support  of 
objects  not  under  Council  control. 

Similar  changes  were  made  in  the  constitutions  and  by-laws  for 
Young  People's  and  Children's  Societies,  and  such  additions  of  officers 
and  duties  as  would  bring  them  into  harmony  with  conference  and 
Council  regulations.  Young  people  were  eligible  to  membership  be- 
tween the  years  of  fourteen  to  twenty-one  in  age,  and  no  specified 
amount  was  required  for  dues.  In  the  Baby  Division  the  age  limit  was 
raised  from  five  to  six  years,  when  the  children  were  to  be  promoted 
to  the  Junior  Division. 

With  these  changes  in  the  by-laws  of  Council,  and  the  constitutions 
and  by-laws  of  conference  and  auxiliary  societies,  made  by  Council, 
the  organic  union  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  and 
the  Woman's  Home  Mission  Society,  begun  in  1910  by  the  General 
Conference,  was  thus  completed  in  1914  as  a  result  of  further  General 
Conference  action,  and  the  "gradual  integration  of  woman's  work 
for  woman  into  the  general  missionary  program  of  the  church"  had 
also  taken  another  step  forward.  Miss  Mabel  K.  Howell  says,  in  "Wo- 
men and  the  Kingdom,"  that  "a  careful  survey  of  the  developments 
shows  that  the  tendency  is  toward  a  gradual  integration  of  woman's 
work  for  woman  into  the  general  missionary  program  of  the  church. 
This  trend  has  had  its  parallel  in  other  denominational  boards.  This 
is  undoubtedly  due  largely  to  the  rapid  changes  that  have  come  on  the 
mission  fields,  creating  a  need  for  oneness  of  administration." 

In  view  of  this  acknowledged  trend,  the  question  naturally  arises, 
"will  there  be,  at  the  end  of  another  fifty  years,  any  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Society,  as  such,  to  hold  a  Centenary  celebration?"  Whether 
there  will  be,  or  not,  we  are  following  One  Who,  in  answer  to  the 
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prayers  of  His  faithful,  has  led  us  thus  far,  developing  our  policies, 
and  enlarging  the  scope  of  our  work  as  He  has  had  need  of  us  to  meet 
the  situations  on  the  fields  under  the  conditions  of  the  times,  and  as 
we  continue  prayerfully  and  in  faith  to  submit  to  His  leading  we  may 
be  assured  that  our  evolution  as  an  organization  of  missionary  workers 
will  be  towards  more  perfect  efficiency  in  the  work  He  has  given  us 
to  do. 

1914  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 
Before  the  year  1913  was  closed,  the  conference  president,  Miss 
Emma  Page,  had  to  resign  on  account  of  her  health,  and  Mrs.  N.  H. 
D.  Wilson,  the  1st  vice-president,  filled  out  her  term  and  presided 
over  the  annual  meeting. 

In  the  Foreign  Department  there  was  an  increase  of  4  Young 
People's  Societies  and  25  Junior  Divisions,  but  a  decrease  of  10  Adult 
Auxiliaries  and  a  loss  of  320  Adult  members.  There  was  encourage- 
ment, however,  in  a  very  substantial  increase  on  the  pledge. 

The  year  in  the  Home  Department  had  been  one  of  such  marked 
advance  in  every  way  that  "hearts  were  made  glad  in  the  Lord  for 
He  had  led  them  all  the  days."  The  gain  in  adult  membership  was  not 
large,  but  the  increase  in  those  taking  reading  courses  and  doing  mis- 
sion study  had  begun  to  bear  fruit  in  increased  interest  and  intelligent 
labor. 

Miss  Sallie  Lou  McKinnon  had  filled  out  the  unexpired  term  of 
Mrs.  W.  B.  North  as  3rd  vice-president  in  charge  of  Christian  Stew- 
ardship and  Study.  Thirty-five  auxiliaries  had  reported  15  Adult  and 
Young  People's  mission  study  classes  with  179  members  enrolled;  1 
Juvenile  class  with  17  members;  1  missionary  library;  and  49  persons 
had  signed  the  Christian  Stewardship  pledge.  There  had  been  an  en- 
couraging number  of  earnest  requests  for  information  and  literature 
concerning  Christian  Stewardship  and  mission  study,  showing  that  the 
women  were  awakening  in  some  measure  to  the  importance  and  pos- 
sibilities of  that  phase  of  the  work. 

The  second  full  year  had  just  been  completed  in  the  newest  de- 
partment of  the  missionary  work,  that  of  Social  Service,  under  Mrs. 
W.  H.  Speight.  Of  the  200  auxiliaries  in  the  conference,  68  had  re- 
ported to  her.  More  than  $939.20  had  been  spent  on  parsonages  and 
$1,361.73  on  churches;  of  that  number,  13  had  held  cottage  prayer 
meetings,  55  reported  visits  to  sick  and  strangers,  16  had  done  other 
lines  of  personal  work,  33  had  a  local  work  fund,  8  had  committees 
for  visiting  benevolent  and  corrective  institutions,  1  had  a  committee 
on  interracial  work,  8  had  co-operated  with  other  betterment  agencies, 
12  had  taken  social  service  study,  and  4  had  held  special  Sunday  school 
meetings;  $1,361.73  had  been  spent  in  relief  work,  and  $55.16  for 
other  purposes. 
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The  superintendent  of  Supplies,  Mrs.  Ida  T.  Wilkins,  had  had 
reported  to  her  the  sending  off  of  73  boxes,  valued  at  $1,580.71; 
$288.60  by  the  New  Bern  District,  leading,  then  $279.55  by  the 
Washington  District,  and  third,  $247.15  by  the  Rockingham  District. 

The  close  of  the  first  year  of  united  children's  work  found  both 
pledges — $1,000.00  for  Mary  Black  Memorial  Hospital  at  Soochow, 
China,  and  $630.00  for  the  Japanese  kindergartens  at  Oakland  and 
Alameda,  Cal. — paid  up  in  full  and  running  over,  and  Mrs.  Wilson 
was  happy  over  a  very  hard  but  successful  year.  The  banner  for  the 
best  Baby  Division  was  won  by  the  Rocky  Mount  band  for  the  most 
money;  the  banner  for  the  greatest  increase  in  members,  by  one  of  the 
societies,  Epworth,  Raleigh;  Biscoe  won  the  banner  for  the  largest 
amount  per  member;  and  the  one  for  raising  the  largest  amount  was 
won  again  by  the  children  of  Memorial  Church,  Durham. 

"Possibly  to  win  young  people  is  not  difficult,"  said  Miss  Lillie 
Duke,  "but  surely  to  hold  them  is  a  problem.  In  regard  to  the  young 
people  of  this,  our  own  North  Carolina  Conference,  I  take  a  pardon- 
able pride  in  saying  that  all  have  done  well;  many  have  done  excep- 
tionally well;  some  have  exhibited  a  phenomenal  growth,  while  a  few 
have  well  nigh  become  models  of  perfection."  Miss  Duke  offered  her 
resignation,  as  she  said,  because  it  seemed  best  to  her  and  she  was  sure 
it  was  best  for  the  work,  but  the  conference  followed  its  precedent- set 
the  year  before  when  she  resigned,  and  refused  to  accept  her  resigna- 
tion. 

In  speaking  of  the  progress  of  union  in  the  conference  during  the 
year,  the  field  secretary,  Miss  Duke,  said:  "Owing  to  the  fact  that 
this  was  the  first  year  of  the  united  society,  in  many  cases  the  spirit  of 
union  has  been  slow  in  development;  but  in  all  cases  where  the  second 
department  has  been  added  without  friction  the  work  has  prospered 
wonderfully,  for  which  we  should  feel  encouraged."  She  had  traveled, 
during  the  year,  3,000  miles,  written  100  letters  and  cards,  attended 
the  Epworth  League  Conference,  Gates  County  Institute,  and  3  dis- 
trict meetings,  and  made  50  talks  in  40  towns. 

The  Resignation  of  Mrs.  Swindell 

Only  a  few  times  had  Mrs.  Swindell  been  absent  from  the  annual 
meetings  during  the  years  since  1878,  and  then  only  because  provi- 
dentially hindered.  But  she  was  not  present  at  that  meeting.  In  her 
annual  report  she  said  in  part: 

"A  conference  society  that  holds  its  annual  session  prior  to  the  meeting  of 
the  Woman's  Missionary  Council  is  at  a  great  disadvantage  and  the  whole  work 
suffers.  May  the  time  soon  come  when  the  majority  can  see  this  as  I  do  and 
reap  the  benefit  of  the  change.  This  may  be  a  very  trying  and  anxious  year  for 
the  women  of  the  church,  since  our  General  Conference  meets  in  May  and  its 
legislation  may  bring  changes  in  our  constitution  which  will  cause,  ere  we  are 
fully  adjusted,  more  readjusting.  Should  this  occur  we  hope  it  will  be  for  the 
best,  but  let  no  one  be  discouraged  because  of  such  a  possibility,  remembering 
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that  our  Heavenly  Father  will  guard  His  own.  Our  work  is  to  love  our  neighbor 
as  ourselves  according  to  the  definition  of  neighbor  that  Jesus  gave  us.  If  we 
do  that,  we  will  be  kept  busy,  and  we  can  afford  to  leave  the  results  with  God. 
To  be  good  Samaritans  we  must  remember  that  Christian  Missions,  Home  and 
Foreign,  are  among  the  most  notable  examples  of  the  spirit  of  the  Good  Samari- 
tan, Jesus  Christ.  Let  us  give  good  service.  As  service  is  the  purpose  of  our 
education,  so  also  is  it  the  means  of  our  future  training.  We  are  trained  for 
service,  and  we  are  trained  by  service. 

"Pardon  my  message  which  is  longer  than  usual,  since  this  closes  my  work 
as  your  conference  corresponding  secretary,  and  my  twentieth  consecutive  year 
in  this  office.  Thirty-six  years  ago  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of 
the  North  Carolina  Conference  was  organized  with  my  name  first  on  the  roll. 
I  was  elected  one  of  its  officers  and  I  have  been  an  incumbent  ever  since.  I  have 
watched,  tended  it,  and  loved  it  as  a  mother  her  child.  So  you  can  see  why  I 
linger  at  the  parting.  Were  I  more  stoical  and  less  emotional,  I  would  be  present 
with  you  in  person  as  I  am  in  spirit.  Put  yourselves  in  my  place,  and  then  you 
will  understand  why  I  write  my  good  bye  instead  of  saying  it  face  to  face. 
And  I  am  not  needed  since  you  have  such  a  nice  'bill  of  fare'  for  the  session. 
A  great  feast  awaits  you  in  the  sermon  of  Bishop  McCoy,  and  the  presence  of 
Mrs.  Albright,  Mrs.  Britt,  Mrs.  Spillman  and  Miss  Stradley  will  be  an  inspira- 
tion. 

"It  is  due  you  and  me  that  I  give  at  least  a  short  explanation  for  my  action 
in  resigning  the  office  of  corresponding  secretary  of  the  Foreign  Department. 
I  am  acting  from  a  sense  of  duty.  After  a  year's  experience,  I  find  that  my  train- 
ing has  been  so  long  and  thorough  in  the  foreign  mission  work  that  it  is  not 
easy  to  give  that  up  and  begin  to  follow  another  plan,  and  I  cannot  give  it  that 
enthusiastic  attention  that  the  work  should  have.  I  am  anxious  for  the  great 
missionary  work  of  the  church  to  go  forward  to  success.  I  regard  this  as  the 
opportune  time  for  a  new  corresponding  secretary  to  be  initiated.  She  can  become 
familiar  with  the  work  as  it  is,  with  no  cherished  plans  to  give  up  5  with  all  to 
learn  and  nothing  to  unlearn.  May  God  direct  you  in  electing  my  successor. 
May  He  anoint  her  for  the  great  service  to  which  He  calls  her,  and  may  success 
crown  her  efforts.  To  my  many  friends  who  have  been  so  faithful  to  me  I  am 
truly  grateful.  I  thank  and  bless  you  for  your  forbearance  and  great  help.  And 
now  may  the  Lord  Jesus  be  with  and  abide  with  this  Missionary  Society  and  with 
you  each  one  individually,  now  and  forever." 

To  express  appreciation  of  her  many  years  of  faithful  service  in 
the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  the  following  resolution 
was  passed: 

"Whereas,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell  is  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  Wo- 
man's Foreign  Missionary  Society  and  has  been  a  valuable  officer  the  entire  time, 
and  has  served  as  conference  corresponding  secretary;  be  it 

"Resolved,  That,  in  her  resignation,  we  are  losing  one  of  the  strongest  of 
our  executive  laborers.  Good  training  and  long  service  have  given  a  finish  to  a 
heart  and  intellect  richly  endowed  by  nature,  which  she  delighted  to  use  in  the 
cause  of  missions.  She  has  never  failed  to  heed  the  call  of  duty,  nor  hesitated 
to  assume  its  responsibilities;  and  she  has  discharged  them  with  a  firmness  of 
conviction  of  right  which  many  lack  the  courage  to  manifest. 

"Those  of  us  who  have  worked  by  her  side  through  the  years  feel  that  in 
offering  this  testimony  to  her  valuable  services  we  are  paying  but  a  feeble  tribute 
to  the  great  worth  of  a  co-worker,  whose  familiar  face  was  sure  to  greet  us 
at  our  annual  meetings,  and  whose  presence  was  always  a  benediction  to  us. 

"Mrs.  B.  B.  Adams,  Mrs.  M.  Bradshaw,  Mrs.  F.  B.  McKinne,  Mrs.  R.  A. 
Willis." 
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Mrs,  F.  D.  Swindell, 

"Susan  Decatur  Dudley,  daughter  of  Samuel  Dudley,  M.D.,  and  his  wife, 
Susan  Decatur  Salisbury  Dudley,  was  born  on  the  Island  of  Portsmouth,  N.  C, 
when  her  father  was  surgeon  of  the  U.  S.  Marine  Hospital  at  that  port.  Through 
her  paternal  line  she  is  a  direct  descendant  of  Governor  Thomas  Dudley  of 
Massachusetts,  and  through  the  maternal  line,  of  Lieutenant  John  Salisbury  of 
Virginia,  an  English  Cavalier,  making  her  of  both  Puritan  and  Cavalier  stock. 

"Her  life  work  proves  that  the  Puritan  blood  predominated.  At  thirteen 
years  of  age  she  was  converted  and  joined  the  Methodist  Church,  of  which  church 
her  parents  were  consecrated  members.  Also  at  an  earlv  age  she  was  sent  to  a 
boarding  school,  Glen  Anna  Female  Seminary,  Thomasville,  N.  C,  and  later 
completed  the  junior  year  course  at  Jamestown  College.  She  has  always  been  a 
reader  of  the  best  literature  and  up  to  the  present  time  a  student  as  well. 

"On  the  25th  of  November,  1874,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to  Rev. 
Frederick  D.  Swindell.  She  served  with  her  husband  in  the  work  of  the  itiner- 
ancv  until  his  death,  July  30,  1909.  Since  then  she  has  lived  in  her  own  home  in 
Wilson,  N.  C. 

"Soon  after  her  marriage  she  became  very  much  interested  in  the  Woman's 
Foreign  Missionary  movement  in  the  Southern  Methodist  Church.  At  the  annual 
conference  held  in  Tryon  Street  Church,  Charlotte,  N.  C,  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
the  1st  of  December,  1  87  8,  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  the 
North  Carolina  Conference  was  organized,  at  which  time  Mrs.  Swindell  was 
elected  recording  secretary  pro  tern,  and  her  name,  as  a  member,  was  first  to  be 
enrolled.  From  that  time,  she  always  filled  some  office  in  the  society  until  the 
union  of  the  Foreign  and  Home  Mission  Societies.  She  then  resigned  the  office 
of  conference  corresponding  secretary,  which  she  had  so  splendidly  filled  for 
twenty-one  consecutive  years.  She  gave  up  her  office  thinking  it  was  better  for  a 
younger  woman  to  begin  work  with  the  new  organization;  but  to  her,  it  was 
something  like  giving  up  the  child  of  her  bosom.  As  an  evidence  of  her  love 
for  her  special  conference  work,  she  resigned  the  office  of  vice-president  of  the 
W'oman's  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  which  honor  was  conferred  upon  her  at 
the  annual  meeting  in  1909,  in  order  to  keep  the  lesser  office  of  corresponding 
secretary  in  her  own  conference. 

"Mrs.  Swindell  was  interested  also  in  Home  Missions.  In  1890  at  the  division 
of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  in  which  Mrs.  John  R.  Brooks,  secretary  of 
the  Woman's  "Department  of  the  Board  of  Church  Extension,  was  lost  to  this 
conference,  Mrs.  Swindell  organized  and  was  elected  its  first  president,  the  Home 
Mission  work  under  its  new  name  and  constitution,  the  'Woman's  Parsonage  and 
Home  Mission  Society  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference,'  serving  in  that  capacity 
until  she  was  elected  to  succeed  Mrs.  W.  S.  Black,  at  her  death  in  October,  1893, 
as  conference  corresponding  secretary  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society. 

"As  a  member  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  Mrs.  Swindell 
was  chairman  of  some  of  its  most  important  committees,  sessions,  standing,  and 
special.  On  the  Committees  of  Revisals  and  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  of  which 
she  was  a  member,  most  of  the  time  chairman,  for  nearly  the  whole  of  the  two 
quadrenniums  between  1906  and  1914,  she  had  much  to  do  with  the  development 
of  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  society.  The  Board  elected  her  a  delegate 
to  the  Ecumenical  Missionary  Conference  which  met  in  1900  in  New  York  City, 
and  again  in  1909  to  the  great  World  Missionary  Conference  in  Edinburgh, 
Scotland. 

"Mrs.  Swindell  organized  many  societies,  both  Home  and  Foreign,  in  the 
conference,  and  served  as  president  in  Kinston,  Tarboro,  Wadesboro,  Monroe, 
Charlotte,  Wilmington,  Goldsboro,  and  Wilson.  Some  of  these  societies  remem- 
ber her  tenderly,  and  often  with  love  gifts,  and  she  is  held  in  hisjh  esteem  by 
all. 
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"When  a  girl  of  only  sixteen  years  of  age,  she  taught  a  young  ladies'  Bible 
class,  and  since  then  has  taught  a  number  of  adult  classes ;  thus  her  service  has 
not  been  limited  to  the  missionary  work  alone,  but  has  touched  many  phases  of 
our  church  work. 

"She  has  now  retired  from  official  duties,  but  her  heart  is  still  in  the  work 
to  which  she  has  given  the  best,  most  active  years  of  her  life,  thirty-six  in  con- 
ference connection — more  than  half  a  life  time;  and  twice  daily  her  prayers 
ascend  to  God  for  the  great  missionary  cause.  And  though  she  is  a  long  way 
down  the  Western  Slope,  her  heart  is  young  and  her  love  as  fervent  as  when  her 
life's  sun  was  at  its  zenith. 

"  'But  bead  by  bead  I  tell 
The  rosary  of  my  years; 
From  a  cross  to  a  cross  they  lead — 'tis  well ! 
And  they're  blessed  with  a  blessing  of  tears'." 

— Mrs.  C.  E.  Blount,  Wilson,  N.  C,  1927. 

Often  it  is  impossible  for  contemporaries,  even  for  those  who  come 
into  closest  contact  with  any  life  during  the  years  of  its  activity,  to 
value  its  contributions  and  influences  with  any  just  estimate  of  their 
importance.  However  highly  her  co-workers  may  have  rated  Mrs. 
Swindell,  it  is  possible  that  they  were  too  close  to  her  to  appreciate 
fully  the  part  she  played  in  the  development  of  the  Woman's  Mission- 
ary Society  of  Southern  Methodism.  Your  conference  historian  had 
not  the  privilege  of  friendship,  not  even  of  acquaintance  with  her  dur- 
ing the  years  of  which  she  has  been  writing.  During  the  past  two 
years,  however,  the  preparation  of  this  story  has  necessitated  intensive 
study  of  all  the  available  records  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society, 
and  as  she  has  Sat  through  committee,  conference,  Board,  and  Coun- 
cil meetings  from  1878  to  1914  in  the  study  of  the  minutes  of  each, 
she  has  become  acquainted  with  the  personalities  of  many  of  the  best, 
most  forceful  women  of  our  church.  Among  them  all,  none  has  im- 
pressed her  more  favorably  than  has  that  of  Mrs.  Swindell.  In  all  the 
records  she  stands  out  as  a  woman  of  unusual  strength,  mental  and 
spiritual;  a  woman  of  keen  insight  and  just  judgment;  of  the  poise 
and  dignity  of  conscious  ability;  of  sympathy,  unselfishness,  love, 
loyalty,  and  deep  consecration. 

Viewing  her  life  thus  in  perspective,  as  it  is  delineated  in  these 
records,  as  member  and  officer  in  all  these  organizations,  the  auxiliary 
as  well,  glimpsing  the  vision  ever  clear  before  her  eyes  and  sympathiz- 
ing with  her  strivings  to  realize  it,  sensing  her  heartaches  over  -failures 
with  her  rejoicings  in  successes,  being  stimulated  and  inspired  by  her 
mental  and  spiritual  vigor,  she  feels  that  she  has  come  to  know,  with 
the  power  to  appreciate,  a  real  "wonder  woman,"  as  one  of  her  as- 
sociates on  the  Board  characterized  her. 

With  convictions  as  strong  as  hers  were,  she  could  never  have  been 
neutral  on  any  question,  and  it  is  only  natural  that  there  were  times 
when  she  met  opposition,  or  offered  opposition.  But  with  the  courage 
of  her  convictions  when  it  became  necessary  for  her  to  enter  the 
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arena  to  support  them,  she  did  so  openly,  making  a  gallant,  straight- 
forward fight  for  her  cause,  which  commanded  the  respect  even  of 
those  who  opposed  her,  and  as  she  always  believed  in  the  cause  she 
espoused,  if  it  met  defeat  she  retired  from  the  field  with  unbowed 
head,  unconquered  and  still  believing. 

The  North  Carolina  Conference  Woman's  Missionary  Society  is 
directly  indebted  to  her  pioneer  work  in  all  its  departments  for  much 
that  it  has  accomplished  during  its  fifty  years  of  advancement,  and  it 
has  delighted  to  honor  her  in  the  celebration  of  its  Year  of  Jubilee. 
If  it  had  been  possible  to  chronicle  all  her  activities  and  accomplish- 
ments of  those  years,  this  story  would  have  seemed  to  be  almost  her  life 
story,  rather  than  that  of  the  society,  she  was  so  great  a  part  of  it. 

Officers,  Superintendents ,  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  R.  B.  John,  Fayetteville ;  president  emeritus,  Mrs. 
R.  A.  Willis,  Elizabeth  City;  1st  vice-president,  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  Golds- 
boro;  2nd  vice-president,  Miss  Lillie  Duke,  Durham  ;  3rd  vice-president,  Mrs. 
Harvey  Boney,  Rose  Hill j  4th  vice-president,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Speight,  Raleigh} 
recording  secretary,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Stanbury,  Clinton;  corresponding  secretary 
Foreign  Department,  Mrs.  F.  B.  McKinne,  Louisburg;  corresponding  secretary 
Home  Department,  Miss  Sallie  Lou  McKinnon,  Maxton;  treasurer  Foreign  De- 
partment, Mrs.  B.  B.  Adams,  Four  Oaks;  treasurer  Home  Department,  Mrs. 
N.  E.  Edgerton,  Selma. 

Suferintendents:  Supplies,  Mrs.  Ida  T.  Wilkins,  Weldon;  Publicity,  Mrs. 
E.  C.  Duncan,  Raleigh;  Literature,  Mrs.  C.  V.  Albright,  Raleigh. 

District  Secretaries :  Durham  District,  Mrs.  B.  N.  Mann  of  West  Durham; 
Elizabeth  City,  Mrs.  J.  N.  Winslow  of  Elizabeth  City;  Fayetteville,  Miss  Vara 
Herring  of  Dunn;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  H.  J.  Faison  of  Faison;  Raleigh,  Miss  Nettie 
Allen  of  Henderson;  Rockingham,  Miss  Georgia  Biggs  of  Rockingham;  Warren- 
ton,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Willis  of  Littleton;  Washington,  Mrs.  W.  T.  Baugham  of 
Washington;  and  Wilmington,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Murphy  of  Wallace. 

New  Auxiliaries 

Belle  Bennett,  Fayetteville,  1913.  The  Belle  Bennett  Missionary  Society  was 
organized  in  Fayetteville  in  April,  1913,  by  Mrs.  R.  B.  John,  with  twenty-five 
members.  Young  women  of  the  church,  Hay  Street,  largely  working  girls,  made 
up  the  organization.  Miss  Lizzie  Dell  Sutton  succeeded  Mrs.  John  as  president  in 
1915  and  has  continued  in  office  to  this  time. 

Con-way,  1914.  When  Rev.  B.  H.  Black  was  our  pastor  in  1912,  he  and 
Mrs.  Black  realized  the  need  of  a  woman's  missionary  society  in  our  church. 
Encouraged  by  Mrs.  Kate  Black  and  assisted  by  Miss  Mary  Pescud,  an  auxiliary 
with  the  two  departments  was  organized  with  the  following  members:  Mesdames 
B.  H.  Black,  J.  P.  Garris,  E.  M.  Williamson,  P.  C.  Brittle,  C.  J.  Garris,  J.  O. 
Flythe,  C.  W.  Martin,  J.  W.  Lassiter,  Jane  Flythe,  and  Miss  Bettie  Davis.  This 
society  functioned  for  only  a  few  months.  In  1914  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev. 
E.  E.  Rose,  it  was  reorganized  with  10  members.  Mrs.  C.  J.  Garriss  was  elected 
president,  Miss  Bettie  Davis,  treasurer,  and  Mrs.  P.  C.  Brittle,  secretary.  Our 
society  might  be  called  the  mother  society  of  the  circuit.  Mrs.  C.  J.  Garris  was 
appointed  circuit  chairman  by  Miss  Amma  Graham,  our  district  secretary,  and 
visited  Severn,  Sharon,  Bethany,  and  Zion  Churches  in  interest  of  this  work. 
Auxiliaries  were  organized  later  at  all  these  churches.  We  have  both  Young 
People's  and  Children's  Societies.  Mrs.  L.  J.  Johnson,  Mrs.  S.  T.  Lassiter  and 
Mrs.  E.  B.  Craven  have  been  superintendents  of  Young  People,  and  Mrs.  John 
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White,  Mrs.  J.  P.  Garriss,  Mrs.  D.  C.  Bridgers,  Mrs.  L.  J.  Johnson,  and  Mrs. 
J.  E.  Taylor  of  the  Children's  Society.  Our  auxiliary  has  lived  and  functioned 
since  its  reorganization,  meeting-  regularly,  and  fulfilling  our  obligations. — 
Mrs.  C.  J.  Garris. 

San  ford,  October,  1914.  In  October  of  1913,  as  a  result  of  attending  the 
conference  in  Durham,  Miss  Hattie  Ross,  with  the  aid  of  the  president  of  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society,  Mrs.  Linda  Williams,  organized  a  Young  Woman's 
Society  as  a  branch  of  the  adult  auxiliary.  These  officers  were  elected:  lady 
manager,  Mrs.  Linda  Williams;  president,  Miss  Hattie  Ross;  1st  and  2nd  vice- 
presidents,  Misses  Flora  McDonald  and  Sadie  Matthews;  secretary,  Miss  Delia 
Newby;  treasurer,  Miss  Judith  Ross;  corresponding  secretary,  Miss  Bessie  Lilly; 
and  organist,  Miss  Clara  Hearn,  who  with  Misses  Carrie  Howard  and  Etta 
Rollins  completed  the  membership.  On  the  14th  of  March,  1914,  we  reorganized 
as  an  independent  Young  People's  Society.  We  worked  hard  to  interest  the 
younger  girls  and  succeeded  in  gaining  a  large  number.  Our  attendance  averaged 
60  at  a  meeting.  Mr.  H.  E.  Spence  came  to  be  our  pastor  and  organizing  an 
Epworth  League  persuaded  the  young  people  to  leave  us.  He  urged  us  to  drop 
the  society  and  all  join  the  League,  but  we  refused.  Our  officers  remained  the 
same  with  the  exception  of  Mrs.  Williams,  who  felt  that  her  services  were  no 
longer  needed.  We  have  always  met  our  obligations  to  Council,  and  do  a  great 
deal  of  local  work.  Most  of  our  contributions  are  free  will  offerings.  In  1919 
we  named  our  auxiliary  "Alice  Green"  for  our  missionary  to  China  from  this 
section.  We  engage  actively  in  social  service  and  welfare  work,  and  in  charity 
and  relief.  I  was  president  six  years,  during  all  of  which  we  were  the  banner 
society  of  the  conference.  I  went  away  to  do  welfare  work  and  was  succeeded 
by  Miss  Retha  Moffit,  who  served  four  years;  Mrs.  J.  W.  Gilliam,  one;  Mrs. 
J.  C.  Preddy,  two;  Mrs.  W.  L.  Simmons,  one;  and  I  am  again  president. — 
Mrs.  D.  L.  St.  Clair. 

1915,  The  Council  Votes  to  Enter  Jafan 
Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Extension  of 
Work,  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council  voted,  53  ayes  to  24  noes, 
to  assume  the  support  of  the  woman's  evangelistic  work  in  Japan  on 
condition  that  the  Board  of  Missions  continue  its  usual  appropriations 
to  that  field,  and  to  send  out  two  new  missionaries  for  that  purpose. 
Subscriptions  amounting  to  $3,000.00,  a  sum  sufficient  to  care  for 
four  Bible  women  and  two  missionaries  in  Japan,  were  made  in 
answer  to  an  appeal  for  work  in  that  country. 

The  resignation  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Lamb  was  accepted  with  re- 
gret, but  she  was  requested  to  remain  in  her  school  in  Brazil  until  her 
successor  could  be  installed. 

Sallie  Lou  McKifinon  V olunteers 
On  Thursday,  April  22nd,  1915,  at  the  morning  session,  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Council  was  set  aside  for  a  few  minutes  that  its  members 
and  visitors  might  have  the  rare  privilege  of  witnessing  the  consecra- 
tion of  a  young  life  to  the  service  of  our  Lord.  Mrs.  Hume  R.  Steele 
presented  Miss  Sallie  Lou  McKinnon,  corresponding  secretary  of  the 
North  Carolina  Conference  Society,  who  pledged  herself  to  follow 
the  call  that  had  come  to  her.  Prayer  was  offered  by  Miss  M.  L.  Gib- 
son, and  "Praise  God  from  Whom  All  Blessings  Flow"  for  the  great- 
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est  of  all  blessings  that  had  come  to  that  meeting,  was  sung  by  the 
whole  congregation. 

"Sallie  Lou  MeKinnon  was  born  in  Maxton,  N.  C,  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  A.  J.  MeKinnon.  Both  father  and  mother  were  active  workers  in  the  local 
church  and  were  deeply  interested  in  matters  of  the  Kingdom.  The  MeKinnon 
home  was  one  of  the  outstanding  homes  of  the  town.  They  kept  open  house, 
were  much  given  to  hospitality.  It  was  a  Christian  home.  Its  atmosphere  was 
sweet  and  wholesome.  Sallie  Lou  began  early  to  work  in  the  Sunday  school  and 
the  Children's  Missionary  Society.  For  years  she  was  Bright  Jewel  treasurer  and 
took  great  pleasure  in  collecting  the  money  and  in  keeping  her  books. 

"She  was  educated  in  the  Maxton  Graded  School  and  Randolph  Macon 
College  for  Women.  She  loved  her  books,  was  a  born  student,  and  both  in  school 
and  college  she  made  excellent  progress.  She  took  active  part  in  the  religious 
activities  of  the  college,  and  often  taught  mission  study  classes  while  there. 
During  the  years  immediately  following  her  graduation  she  resided  in  her  home, 
part  of  the  time  teaching  in  Carolina  College  in  Maxton,  and  all  the  while  active 
in  every  good  work  in  the  town  and  church. 

"A  vacancy  occurring  during  the  year,  she  accepted  the  office  of  conference 
superintendent  of  Mission  Study.  She  ably  performed  the  duties  of  this  office 
until  she  was  promoted  to  the  office  of  corresponding  secretary.  In  both  these 
positions  she  evidenced  great  ability  and  zeal,  and  her  own  interest  in  the  great 
work  grew  rapidly.  At  the  Council  meeting  of  1915  she  offered  herself  for  work 
in  the  foreign  field.  After  a  happy  and  profitable  year  at  Scarritt,  in  the  summer 
of  1917  she  sailed  for  China. 

"In  China  she  has  been  a  power  for  good.  The  first  five  years  were  spent 
in  Huchow  at  Virginia  School,  learning  the  language  and  teaching  English.  In 
addition  to  her  teaching  she  was  deeply  interested  and  successful  in  the  social 
evangelistic  work.  In  1924  she  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  Institutional  Church 
in  Huchow. 

"While  in  Huchow  her  father  became  seriously  ill,  and  she  was  called  home 
a  few  weeks  before  her  furlough  was  due.  But  he  rallied,  and  she  had  the  great 
pleasure  of  ministering  to  him  during  his  last  days.  After  his  death  she  did  much 
to  promote  the  work  at  home  until  the  time  came  for  her  return,  when  with 
great  joy  she  sailed  to  take  up  again  her  beloved  work. 

"In  1925  she  was  made  principal  of  McTyeire  School,  Shanghai,  perhaps 
the  most  important  single  task  in  our  China  work.  Into  this  work  she  has  put  the 
best  of  her  cultured  Christian  womanhood.  During  the  latter  part  of  her  stay 
in  Huchow  and  especially  since  her  going  to  Shanghai  she  has  been  called  to 
fill  many  places  of  influence  both  in  the  mission  and  in  the  joint  committees. 
Since  the  great  war  has  descended  upon  Shanghai  her  task  has  been  most  difficult. 
To  keep  the  school  with  its  300  girls  running  smoothly  despite  the  dangers,  to  do 
her  part  in  caring  for  the  refugees,  to  counsel  wisely  in  her  various  positions, 
have  weighed  heavily  on  her,  but  she  has  had  grace  given. 

"In  the  reorganization  which  China  will  demand  she  does  not  know  what 
she  will  be  called  upon  to  do.  She  stands  ready  to  continue  at  the  head  of  the 
school  or  to  turn  it  over  to  a  Chinese  head,  to  remain  in  the  field,  or  to  return 
home  as  may  become  necessary.  But  in  either  event  she  has  a  triumphant  faith 
that  Christ  will  yet  win  in  China. — Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson. 

1915  In  the  North  Carolina  C onference  Society 
In  reviewing  the  year's  work  from  the  reports  of  conference  offi- 
cers, at  the  conference  of  1915,  it  was  found  that  in  the  Foreign  De- 
partment there  had  been  an  increase  of  fifteen  new  societies,  but  a 
decided  decrease  financially.  This  was  attributed  to  the  unusual  con- 
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ditions.  "It  is  possible  that  we  have  prayed  and  sacrificed  more  than 
ever  before  to  raise  this."  There  was  an  increase  in  number  of  aux- 
iliaries and  members  in  the  Home  Department,  over  which  there  was 
rejoicing,  though  the  greater  cause  for  rejoicing  lay  in  the  more  in- 
telligent understanding  of  the  work  that  had  developed  during  the 
year.  This  growth  along  educational  lines  was  evidenced  in  several 
ways.  For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  conference  society,  dis- 
trict meetings  were  held  in  all  the  districts  shortly  after  Council  met, 
each  being  attended  by  Mrs.  S.  S.  Harris  and  one  or  more  conference 
officers.  The  good  accomplished  through  these  meetings  in  giving  the 
auxiliary  women  a  better  understanding  of  the  work  as  a  whole  was 
considered  invaluable.  There  had  been  an  increase  in  mission  study. 
The  marked  advance  in  quarterly  payments  on  the  budget  showed 
that  the  women  were  learning  to  do  things  systematically.  Even  greater 
cause  for  rejoicing  was  seen  in  the  "splendid  loyalty  and  consecration 
of  the  women  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  which  has  caused 
them,  in  this  year  of  necessary  economy  to  pay  a  larger  pledge  in  the 
Home  Department  than  they  have  ever  paid  before." 

The  Young  People's  Work  had  had  a  good  year.  A  better  under- 
standing of  the  work  was  evident  in  all  the  auxiliaries.  A  few  had  dis- 
banded. A  few  had  become  adult  auxiliaries.  Though  weaker,  in  con- 
sequence, in  numbers,  there  were  ways  in  which  they  were  stronger, 
even  though,  also,  the  amount  of  money  contributed  was  smaller  than 
it  was  the  previous  year. 

The  Children,  in  spite  of  hard  times,  had  raised  their  pledge  with 
a  slight  increase  over  the  year  before.  Grace  Church,  Wilmington, 
had  won  the  banner  for  the  largest  amount  of  money  raised  and  the 
banner  for  the  greatest  increase  in  membership.  The  banner  for  the 
largest  amount  of  money  per  member  was  won  by  the  Franklinton 
children,  and  Centenary,  New  Bern,  had  carried  off  the  one  for  the 
best  Baby  Division.  ■  . 

There  had  been  marked  increase  in  mission  study  and  Christian 
Stewardship  and  numerous  requests  for  information  about  Bible  study. 
The  number  of  missionary  libraries  had  increased,  and  the  use  of  the 
Bulletin  and  the  secular  press  for  missionary  items  was  enlarging. 
As  a  result  of  special  emphasis  upon  the  importance,  the  supreme  need 
of  prayer,  a  number  of  prayer  circles  had  been  organized,  and  a  large 
number  of  pastors  had  responded  to  requests  to  preach  special  sermons 
on  Christian  Stewardship. 

Social  Service  was  still  a  very  new  venture  and  little  understood 
by  the  large  majority  of  auxiliary  women,  as  it  remained  for  a  long 
time,  in  spite  of  much  cultural  and  promotional  effort  on  the  part  of 
the  superintendents.  This  was  the  reason,  doubtless,  that  the  superin- 
tendent felt  there  was  no  cause  for  gratulation.  Something  had  been 
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done,  but  not  the  strong  shoulder-to-shoulder  movement  which  it  was 
a  duty  and  a  privilege  to  make.  There  had  been  some  advance  in  the 
promotion  of  the  principles  of  civic  righteousness  which  tend  to  the 
bringing  in  of  the  Kingdom. 

In  the  Supply  Department  57  boxes  valued  at  $1,388.30  had  been 
donated,  the  New  Bern  District  leading  and  the  Warrenton  District 
following  in  the  value  of  contributions. 

Through  Mrs.  H.  J.  Faison,  Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Edwards,  a 
trained  nurse  in  Goldsboro,  had  volunteered  for  foreign  service. 

Officers,  Superintendents }  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  R.  B.  John,  Smithfield;  president  emeritus,  Mrs. 
R.  A.  Willis,  Elizabeth  City;  1st  vice-president,  Miss  Lillie  Duke,  Durham; 
2nd  vice-president,  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  Goldsboro;  corresponding  secretary, 
Miss  Sallie  Lou  McKinnon,  Maxton;  recording  secretary,  Miss  May  Edla  Smith, 
Gatesville;  treasurer,  Mrs.  N.  E.  Edgerton,  Selma;  editor  Advocate  page,  Mrs. 
E.  C.  Duncan,  Raleigh. 

Superintendents:  Study  and  Publicity,  Mrs.  Harvey  Boney,  Rose  Hill;  Social 
Service,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Speight,  Raleigh;  Supplies,  Mrs.  Ida  T.  Wilkins,  Weldon. 

District  Secretaries :  Durham  District,  Mrs.  B.  N.  Mann  of  West  Durham; 
Elizabeth  City,  Mrs.  J.  N.  Winslow  of  Elizabeth  City;  Fayetteville,  Miss  Vara 
Herring  of  Dunn;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  H.  J.  Faison  of  Faison;  Raleigh,  Miss  Nettie 
Allen  of  Henderson;  Rockingham,  Miss  Georgia  Biggs  of  Rockingham;  Warren- 
ton, Mrs.  R.  H.  Willis  of  Littleton;  Washington,  Mrs.  W.  T.  Baugham  of 
Washington;  Wilmington,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Murphy  of  Wallace. 

With  the  election  of  these  officers  the  final  step  was  taken  in  the 
complete  union  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  and  Home  Mission  Societies 
of  the  North  Carolina  Conference. 

New  Auxiliaries 

Burgaiv,  April,  1915.  The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  was  organized  in 
Burgaw  in  April,  1915,  by  Mrs.  W.  F.  Murphy,  the  district  secretary. 

Swan  Quarter,  September,  1915.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Smith,  of  Pantego,  organized 
an  auxiliary  in  Swan  Quarter  in  September,  1915,  with  these  members:  President, 
Mrs.  R.  R.  Grant;  corresponding  and  recording  secretary,  Miss  Leta  Berry 
(Mrs.  Thad  Brown)  ;  treasurer,  Mrs.  Robert  Jennette;  Bright  Jewel  leader, 
Mrs.  Don  Harris;  agent  for  "The  Missionary  Voice,"  Miss  Lucy  Berry;  and 
Mesdames  A.  B.  Berry,  D.  L.  Berry,  Greeley  Brinn,  H.  E.  Griffin,  W.  J.  Harris, 
O.  S.  Howard,  C.  A.  Jones,  S.  S.  Mann,  Walter  Spencer,  W.  B.  Swindell,  Carson 
Tunnell,  R.  H.  Tunnell,  Hector  Watson,  S.  W.  Weston,  J.  C.  Williams,  R.  E. 
Windley,  and  Misses  Lucy  Berry  and  Delia  Harris.  There  are  forty  members  now, 
divided  into  two  circles  and  doing  very  good  work. 

Locust  Hill,  October,  1915.  The  Locust  Hill  Society  was  organized  in  Oc- 
tober, 1915,  by  Mrs.  W.  W.  Peele  and  Mrs.  E.  A.  Allison  with  these  members: 
Mesdames  J.  B.  Worsham,  Lelia  Williamson,  Walter  Williamson,  Berta  Yar- 
brough,  J.  B.  Turner,  James  White,  and  Lillie  Neal,  who  was  elected  president. 
This  small  band  of  willing  workers  met  at  private  homes  once  a  month,  con- 
ducted their  meetings  according  to  the  programs  in  "The  Missionary  Voice," 
to  which  there  were  several  subscribers,  paid  their  dues  with  a  verse  from  the 
Bible,  and  then  enjoyed  a  social  hour.  Others  joined  us  from  time  to  time,  but 
some,  later,  resigned,  and  one  died,  so  that  at  present  we  are  ten  in  number, 
all  the  original  members  being  among  them.  We  soon  began  to  clothe  a  child 
at  the  orphanage  in  Raleigh,  and  have  kept  it  up  every  year.  We  paid  the  amount 


Seven  Times  Seven 


293 


required  for  the  Bennett  Memorial,  and  have  our  auxiliary  on  the  memorial 
honor  roll.  Mrs.  Lelia  Williamson  and  Mrs.  W.  W.  Worsham  have  both  served 
as  president.  Young-  People's  and  Children's  Society  was  organized  in  1916  by 
Mrs.  Walter  Williamson.  A  very  interesting-  society  was  kept  up  until  Mrs. 
Williamson  moved  from  the  neighborhood  when  it  ceased  to  exist. — Mrs.  Lillie 
Neal. 

1916  Defalcation  of  Treasurer  of  Scarritt's  Board  of  Managers } 

J.  S.  Chick 

At  its  mid-year  meeting,  November  29  to  December  3,  1915,  Miss 
Mabel  Head,  a  member  of  Scarritt's  Board  of  Managers  and  Miss 
M.  L.  Gibson,  its  secretary,  reported  to  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Woman's  Missionary  Council,  the  defalcation  of  the  treasurer  of 
the  Board  of  Managers  of  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School,  Mr. 
J.  S.  Chick.  This  committee  appointed  a  committee  of  five,  with  Miss 
Bennett  as  chairman,  to  shape  a  policy  for  the  future  direction  and 
administration  of  all  funds  of  the  school,  to  be  acted  upon  by  the 
Council  at  its  next  meeting.  In  her  Council  report  Miss  Head  said: 

"It  is  my  painful  duty  to  report  our  great  loss  at  Scarritt.  The  endowment 
fund  had  been  built  up  during  the  years  by  the  faithful  missionary  women 
throughout  the  church.  It  amounted  to  $146,584.20.  Of  this  amount,  $55,191.89 
was  in  endowed  scholarships,  the  interest  of  which  paid  for  candidates  in  train- 
ing. $2,593.32  was  a  loan  fund  that  greatly  aided  students,  and  $2,000.00  had 
been  given  for  a  new  building.  The  school  is  controlled  by  a  Board  of  Managers ; 
the  secretaries  of  the  Home  and  Foreign  Work  are  ex  officio  members.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  are  approved  by  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council,  and  a 
report  of  its  proceedings  is  made  annually  to  this  body.  In  November  we  were 
shocked  by  a  telegram  saying  that  there  had  been  irregularity  in  the  handling 
of  the  funds.  The  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Managers  had  made  regular  reports 
in  good  form,  and  the  books  had  been  properly  audited ;  nevertheless,  it  developed 
upon  investigation  that  the  greater  part  of  the  endowment  fund  was  gone.  No 
definite  figures  can  be  given  even  yet,  but  possibly  $1  1,000.00  has  been  saved. 
The  case  was  taken  up  by  the  grand  jury,  and  the  treasurer  was  indicted.  His 
trial  is  set  for  this  spring.  We  face  the  future  of  the  school,  our  one  institution 
for  the  training  of  missionaries.  The  lot,  building,  and  furnishings  were  not 
involved.  God  give  us  wisdom  to  do  the  best  thing!" 

The  Scarritt  Endowment  Fund 

When  auxiliary  financial  obligations  are  discussed,  the  question  is 
often  asked,  "what  is  the  Scarritt  Endowment  Fund?"  It  originated 
in  1916  in  the  adoption  of  the  recommendations  made  to  Council  by 
the  Special  Committee  on  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School  as  a 
result  of  the  great  calamity  to  Scarritt  in  the  loss  by  embezzlement  of 
its  endowment'  fund: 

"Whereas  the  loss  of  the  endowed  scholarships  of  the  Scarritt  Bible  and 
Training  School  necessitates  immediate  action  to  provide  for  the  continuance  in 
training  of  students ;  and  whereas  we  are  persuaded  that  a  change  in  the  policy 
of  financing  the  missionary  training  of  our  candidates  is  expedient ;  and  whereas 
a  Student  Scholarship  Loan  Fund  will  enable  young  women  to  meet  expenses 
of  their  training — therefore  we  recommend: 

"1.  That  each  auxiliary  be  asked  to  give  $4.00  annually  for  the  purpose 
of  building  up  a  Students'  Scholarship  Loan  Fund  for  the  school.  This  loan  fund 
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shall  be  held  by  the  treasurer  of  the  Council  subject  to  investments  or  loans  bv 
a  committee  appointed  by  the  Council. 

"2.  That  until  the  Students'  Scholarship  Loan  Fund  be  adequate  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  students  requiring-  scholarships,  each  conference  society  having 
accepted  candidates  shall  be  asked  to  raise  the  amount  necessary  for  their  training. 

"3.  That  all  scholarships  raised  by  conference  societies  shall  be  forwarded 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council,  to  be  loaned  according  to 
the  law  of  the  Council.  (This  need  not  apply  to  the  class  of  1917.) 

"4.  That  the  amount  of  money  ($2,025.40)  sent  to  the  treasurer  for  the 
Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School  by  the  auxiliaries  during  the  fourth  quarter 
of  1915,  be  held  in  the  treasury  as  the  beginning  of  the  Student  Scholarship  Loan 
Fund." 

This  fund  had  grown  during  the  years,  from  $2,025.40  in  1915, 
to  $234,363.14  in  1927,  by  these  small  gifts  from  auxiliaries  which 
scarcely  realize  they  are  making  them. 

This  committee  recommended  further  the  following  regulations 
concerning  loans: 

"1.  There  shall  be  a  Standing  Committee  on  Loans  to  Candidates  for  mis- 
sionary training  composed  of  five  members,  who  shall  be  the  treasurer,  the  two 
administrative  secretaries,  and  two  appointed  by  the  Council. 

"2.  No  funds  shall  be  loaned  to  candidates  who  have  not  been  accepted  by 
the  Committee  on  Candidates. 

"3.  Students  securing  a  loan  shall  give  a  legal  note  for  the  repayment  of 
the  same  with  interest  at  four  per  cent.  These  candidates  shall  be  allowed  to  pay 
the  note  in  regular  installments  extending  over  a  period  of  years  determined  by 
the  student  and  the  Committee  on  Loans. 

"4.  Not  more  than  $50.00  shall  be  loaned  to  any  student  from  the  Scholar- 
ship Loan  Fund  for  other  than  scholarship  purposes.  (Note. — The  term  'scholar- 
ship' is  here  used  to  include  board,  laundry  and  books.) 

"Miss  Belle  H.  Bennett,  Chairman, 
Miss  Mabel  Head,  Secretary." 

No  Rummage  Sales 

The  following  interesting  resolution,  signed  by  every  member  of 
the  Council,  was  read  and  placed  on  record: 

"Whereas  'tithes  and  offerings'  are  God's  plan  for  financing  the  Kingdom, 
we  urge  that  this  plan  be  taught  and  practiced  in  our  work. 

"We  further  urge  that  rummage  sales,  silver  teas,  festivals,  suppers,  bazaars, 
plays,  and  such  devices,  which  bring  the  Lord's  work  before  the  public  as  a  money 
making  institution  or  as  a  mendicant,  be  condemned  by  this  body." 

Appropriation  for  Opening  Work  in  Africa 
The  Southern  Methodist  Church  founded  its  mission  in  Africa  in 
the  Belgian-Congo  in  February  of  1914,  and  soon  after,  in  the  early 
summer,  the  Committee  on  Candidates  accepted  two  missionary  work- 
ers for  Africa,  when  it  was  hoped  they  could  go  out  that  autumn,  but 
conditions  of  transportation  incident  to  the  World  War,  caused  no 
definite  action  to  be  taken.  The  two  young  women  were  given  that  year 
in  Peabody  College  for  Teachers  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  for  special 
preparation.  They  did  splendid  work,  assisting  at  Bethlehem  House 
there,  too.  Both  were  eager  to  go.  Some  special  gifts  for  Africa  were 
received  during  the  year,  one  in  memory  of  a  little  boy  in  Georgia, 
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who,  when  he  heard  that  several  young  women  had  volunteered  to  go 
to  Africa,  began  to  save  in  his  mite  box  so  that  he  might  help  the 
African  children,  but  God  called  him  home.  The  $20.00  he  had 
saved  had  grown  to  $200.00,  and  his  parents  were  deeply  interested  in 
the  opening  of  a  school  there.  This  Council  of  1916  appropriated 
$6,000.00,  of  which  $2,500.00  was  met  by  a  special,  to  the  sending 
to  Africa  of  three  missionaries — Misses  Etha  Mills,  Kathron  Wilson, 
and  Ethel  Lee  Woolsey — to  cover  their  salary,  travel,  outfit,  residence, 
and  a  contingent  sum. 

Miss  Lamb's  Pupils  in  Brazil  Help  to  Open  the  African  Mission 
The  Southern  Methodist  Mission  was  opened  by  Bishop  W.  R. 
Lambuth,  in  February,  1914,  upon  a  grant  of  twenty-two  acres  of 
land  in  the  Belgian  Congo,  at  Wembo  Nyama,  which  he  had  obtained 
from  the  Belgian  government  with  permission  to  open  mission  work 
in  1912,  during  his  visit  of  exploration  accompanied  by  Professor 
John  Wesley  Gilbert  of  the  Colored  Methodist  Church. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Lamb,  at  that  time  teaching  in  Porto  Alegre, 
Brazil,  between  whom  and  Bishop  Lambuth  there  existed  strong  friend- 
ship, hearing  of  his  hopes  and  plans  for  Africa,  with  her  students  raised 
a  goodly  sum  of  money  which  she  sent  to  him  to  help  them  forward. 
On  his  way  back  to  Africa  in  1913,  he  wrote  to  her  from  London,  on 
the  29th  of  October,  in  part:  "The  initial  help  which  you  and  your 
school  gave  enabled  me  to  secure  $1,200.00,  paid,  in  Brazil  on  the 
support  of  this  Mission.  This  will  greatly  stir  the  church  at  home  and 
will  be  far-reaching  in  its  results.  Thank  the  children  in  my  name, 
and  tell  them  that  if  possible  I  will  send  them  a  story  from  the  heart 
of  Africa."  He  did  not  forget  this  promise,  for  on  the  4th  of  April, 
1914,  he  wrote  to  Miss  Lamb,  in  part  as  follows,  after  he  had  begun 
his  homeward  journey,  from  a  point  in  West  Central  Africa:  "Inclosed 
please  find  a  letter  which  primarily  is  for  your  school  children  and  in 
the  Joiner  home.  When  read,  however,  I  will  get  you  to  translate  and 
publish  in  the  conference  paper  with  a  little  editorial  comment  as  to 
what  the  children  of  Brazil  are  doing  for  the  evangelization  of  Africa. 
They  have  a  splendid  investment  in  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bush.  The  latter  is 
an  experienced  teacher,  and  began  her  school  under  a  tree  just  before 
I  left  Wembo  Niama." 

Bishop  Lambuth  was  "Bishop  in  Charge"  of  the  Latin  American 
Field  and  Africa  at  the  time  of  Miss  Lamb's  resignation.  Writing  to 
her  in  regard  to  that  from  this  country,  on  the  27th  of  May,  1915,  he 
said  also:  "I  thank  you  and  your  pupils  for  what  you  have  done  for 
Africa.  In  a  true  and  real  sense  you  have  largely  been  instrumental  in 
making  possible  that  mission  in  the  center  of  the  Dark  Continent. 
The  contribution  from  Brazil  stirred  our  people  greatly  in  the  United 
States  and  has  resulted  in  the  addition  of  thousands  of  dollars  toward 
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the  maintenance  of  the  Congo  Mission."  There  is  something  very 
appealing  and  compelling  in  the  thought  of  young  people  who  were 
themselves  the  beneficiaries,  in  a  spiritual  and  cultural  way,  of  gifts 
made  to  missions,  thus  presenting  the  initial  offering  which  helped  to 
open  more  quickly  another  mission  field  in  a  far  away  continent,  and 
the  North  Carolina  Conference  Woman's  Missionary  Society  is  proud, 
and  grateful,  that  the  mind  and  heart  which  prompted  that  offering 
should  be  those  of  one  of  her  own  missionary  daughters  whom  she 
loves  and  delights  to  honor. 

1916  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 
As  a  result  of  the  membership  campaign  begun  early  in  1915  with 
its  stimulating  slogan,  "An  auxiliary  in  every  church  and  every  woman 
and  child  a  member,"  the  corresponding  secretary,  Miss  Sallie  Lou 
McKinnon,  reported  to  the  society  in  its  annual  meeting  of  January, 
1916,  that  10  Adult,  19  Young  People's  and  13  Children's  Societies 
were  organized,  but  a  few  old  ones  were  lost.  During  that  campaign 
hundreds  of  letters  were  written  and  many  visits  were  made  by  district 
secretaries  and  conference  officers;  the  campaign  was  urgently  empha- 
sized in  the  nine  district  meetings;  the  woman's  missionary  work  was 
presented  from  a  large  number  of  pulpits;  a  special  edition  of  the 
Advocate  was  gotten  out;  much  special  literature  was  sent  out  especially 
into  places  where  there  were  no  auxiliaries;  and  many  prayers  were 
offered  by  Christian  women  throughout  the  conference  for  the  success 
of  the  effort  to  increase  the  number  of  missionary  workers  within  its 
bounds.  Another  result  was  the  larger  number  of  auxiliaries  observing 
the  Week  of  Prayer,  121  Adult,  10  Young  People's  and  23  Junior 
Auxiliaries  having  carried  out  its  program.  The  pledge  for  the  year 
was  not  met  in  full,  though  there  was  an  increase  of  $2,900.00  over 
the  previous  year. 

Another  Gavel  Presented 

A  gavel  made  of  wood  from  the  Green  Hill  House,  near  Louis- 
burg,  was  presented  to  the  conference  by  Rev.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  in.  this  house,  the  home  of  Green  Hill,  the 
first  North  Carolinian  to  enter  the  ranks  of  the  Methodist  preachers, 
was  held  the  first  annual  conference  of  the  newly  organized  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  America,  in  1785,  beginning  on  the  20th  of  April 
and  lasting  three  days.  This  gavel  had  for  years  been  a  prized  possession 
of  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Cuninggim,  and  this  was  an  added  reason  to  endear 
it  to  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society. 

In  spite  of  a  hard  year,  with  some  losses  and  discouragements,  the 
Children  had  just  closed  the  best  year,  in  many  respects,  they  had  ever 
had.  "There  has  been  more  prayer  in  our  work  than  ever  before. 
Twenty-three  Junior  Divisions  observed  the  Week  of  Prayer  and  sent 
in  collections.  Back  of  our  whole  conference  we  have  the  prayers  of 
our  own  £Aunt  Lizzie,'  who,  no  longer  able  to  do  active  work,  yet 
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sustains  us  by  her  daily  prayers,  and  the  prayers  of  one  who  lives  as 
near  the  Throne  as  she  does,  can  not  fail  to  bring  continual  blessings 
on  our  work."  The  banner  for  the  largest  amount  of  money  raised 
was  won  by  Memorial  Church,  Durham;  for  the  largest  amount  per 
member,  by  Hay  Street,  Fayetteville ;  for  the  greatest  increase  in 
membership,  by  Queen  Street,  Kinston;  and  Centenary,  New  Bern, 
was  again  the  best  Babv  Division."  A  memorial  was  prepared  to  send 
up  to  Council,  requesting  the  privilege  of  directing  $1,000.00  of  the 
Children's  foreign  pledge  to  the  Mary  Black  Memorial  Hospital.  This 
petition  was  granted  by  the  Council. 

Three  of  the  strongest  of  the  Young  People's  auxiliaries  had  be- 
come adult  societies  and  a  small  number  had  been  compelled  to  dis- 
band. To  this  fact  and  because  of  the  financial  strain  which  had  swept 
over  the  country  on  account  of  the  World  War  was  attributed  the 
failure  of  the  Young  People  to  meet  their  financial  goal.  This  failure, 
however,  did  not  indicate  stagnation:  more  new  auxiliaries  had  been 
organized,  and  more  had  observed  the  Week  of  Prayer;  more  mission 
study  classes  had  been  maintained,  and  better  reporting  had  been  done 
than  during  any  previous  year.  The  number  of  new  auxiliaries  organ- 
ized with  their  addition  of  nearly  200  members  had  called  forth 
honorable  mention  from  the  1st  vice-president  of  the  Council  in  her 
annual  report. 

The  Department  of  Study  and  Publicity  showed  some  improve- 
ment over  the  year  before,  "some  advance  numerically  but  not  as  much 
as  had  been  hoped  and  prayed  for,  but  an  advance  nevertheless."  The 
Department  of  Supplies  reported  the  contribution  of  53  boxes,  of 
$1,380.25  value.  The  Social  Service  superintendent  spoke  in  sympa- 
thetic understanding  of  the  "Adolescent,"  the  subject  of  the  year's 
study,  after  which  it  was  voted  to  send  telegrams  to  our  representatives 
in  congress  urging  them  to  support  the  Smith-Hughes  Bill  which  pro- 
vided for  federal  censorship  of  moving  picture  films.  It  was  voted  also 
to  send  a  memorial  to  our  legislature  petitioning  for  the  establishment 
in  North  Carolina  of  a  home  for  delinquent  girls. 

Mrs.  Duncan  appealed  for  stronger  support  of  her  in  her  effort  to 
edit  an  interesting  Advocate  page,  and  expressed  her  appreciation  of  the 
help  Mrs.  John  and  Mrs.  M.  T.  Plyler  had  been  to  her  in  taking  charge 
of  and  getting  out  a  special  edition  of  the  Advocate  in  her  absence  on 
account  of  illness. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Rhodes  asked  for  special  prayer  for  Miss  Rosa  Lowder, 
who  was  that  day  sailing  to  take  up  work  in  Korea. 

The  Lowder  Sisters 
Sarah  and  Rosa  Lowder  are  parsonage  daughters.  Their  parents, 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Lowder,  are  noted  for  their  godly,  consecrated 
lives.  The  sisters  received  their  college  education  from  Littleton  Fe- 
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male  College,  from  which  they  were  both  graduated,  and  where  they 
were  members  of  the  Student  Volunteer  Band.  They  attribute  their 
interest  in  missions  to  the  training  and  influence  in  a  Christian  home 
and  at  Littleton  College,  principally. 

"Sarah  entered  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School  in  1905,  and  in  1907 
was  graduated.  After  a  year  as  city  missionary  in  Galveston,  Texas,  she  was  with 
the  Roberdel  Manufacturing  Company,  at  Roberdel,  a  cotton  mill  village  near 
Rockingham,  N.  C,  for  several  years.  While  there,  with  the  help  of  the  mill 
officials,  she  subdued  an  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever,  established  clubs  and  classes 
for  the  children  and  young  people,  and  helped  in  church  work  generally.  In 
1910  she  was  appointed  by  the  Council  to  Kingdom  House,  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
where  she  served  as  pastor's  assistant,  and  helped  some  in  all  its  departments. 
After  nine  years  there,  she  was  appointed  head  resident  of  the  Wesley  Community 
House  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  in  a  cotton  mill  settlement.  There  she  was  closely  identified 
with  a  mission  church  in  which  service  as  steward  and  other  responsible  offices 
was  given,  thus  helping  to  hold  together  and  to  strengthen  a  weak  church  until 
a  larger,  stronger  one  took  its  place.  Through  clubs  and  classes,  it  was  possible 
to  secure  a  number  of  young  people  and  children  for  church  and  Sunday  school, 
and  to  teach  them  to  do  many  things  which  would  make  them  more  useful  in 
their  homes  and  community.  Four  years  were  spent  there,  and  then  she  was  sent 
to  Augusta,  Ga.,  where  for  three  years  she  did  inter-racial  work  at  Bethlehem 
House,  a  colored  settlement.  She  lived  at  Paine  College  with  the  white  teachers, 
and  had  some  volunteer  aid  in  her  work,  from  this  school.  While  there  she  re- 
organized the  Advisory  Board,  composed  of  white  and  colored  representative 
people  who  held  monthly  meetings  to  consider  ways  and  means  of  promoting 
the  work  among  the  negroes.  There  were  clubs  and  classes,  and  a  kindergarten, 
and  with  teaching  first  grade  school  work,  she  did  some  night  school  work,  too. 
The  only  play  ground  in  the  city  for  colored  children  for  awhile  was  there. 
Her  next  appointment  was  at  Wesley  Community  House,  Danville,  Va.,  where 
she  has  been  for  a  year.  This  is  in  a  cotton  mill  community.  The  Riverside  and 
Dan  River  Cotton  Mill  Company  furnishes  free  a  building  and  grounds  and 
gives  a  thousand  dollars  toward  the  support  of  the  work,  and  the  City  Mission 
Board  does  the  rest.  This  work  is  closely  identified  with  the  Sledd  Memorial 
Church  near,  in  which  she  serves  in  various  ways.  The  children  are  taught  to 
cook  and  to  sew.  There  are  clubs  for  girls,  boys,  young  women  and  mothers,  a 
playground,  a  library,  kindergarten,  and  the  week-day  school  of  religious  in- 
struction, in  all  of  which  she  gives  efficient  service.  1  4 

"Rosa  received  her  nurse  training  at  Vanderbilt  Hospital,  Nashville,  Tenn., 
from  which  she  was  graduated  in  1913,  and  in  order  to  better  prepare  herself 
to  do  missionary  work,  she  had  a  year  at  the  Methodist  Training  School  in 
Nashville.  Her  first  appointment  under  the  Council  was  to  the  -Wesley  House  at 
Louisville,  Ky.,  as  a  nurse  in  charge  of  the  clinic  and  general  health  of  the 
community.  She  served  two  years  in  this  field,  and  then  because  of  the  need 
abroad  she  was  asked  to  serve  in  the  foreign  field.  Before  going  out  she  was  given 
several  months  at  Johns  Hopkins  for  further  preparation.  She  was  consecrated 
for  her  work  as  nurse  on  the  2  7th  of  October,  1915,  in  Epworth  Church,  Norfolk, 
Va.,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Virginia  Conference  Society  by  Rev.  S.  T. 
Senter,  the  pastor.  She  was  assigned  to  Ivey  Hospital,  Songdo,  Korea,  where  she 
has  served  since  February,  1916,  as  Superintendent  of  Nurses,  until  the  present, 
with  the  exception  of  a  furlough  period.  In  this  position  she  must  pass  on  the 
applicants  for  nursing  recommended  by  the  missionaries,  plan  their  course  of 
study,  and  direct  their  training  for  the  nursing  profession.  In  1920  there  were 
two  nurse  graduates,  and  every  year  since  there  have  been  a  few  graduates.  Last 
year,  1926,  there  were  seven,  three  young  women  and  four  young  men.  She  has 
helped  with  several  clinic  centers,  one  at  the  Evangelistic  Center  where  a  large 
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baby  clinic  was  conducted,  and  given  lectures  for  mothers  on  the  care  of  their 
children.  She  helped  plan  a  Nurses'  Home,  built  with  Centenary  money,  and 
has  witnessed  many  improvements  made  at  the  hospital,  as  the  installation  of 
water  and  steam  heat  systems. 

"In  this  acceptance  of  special  duty  on  the  foreign  field,  Miss  Rosa  Lowder 
became  the  third  pioneer  missionary  from  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  the 
second  from  the  Conference  Woman's  Missionary  Society  under  the  Woman's 
Board  of  Home  Missions  and  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council." 

Officers,  Superintendents  y  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Oficers:  President,  Mrs.  R.  B.  John,  Smithfield;  1st  vice-president,  Mrs. 
J.  M.  Rhodes,  Littleton;  2nd  vice-president,  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  Goldsboro; 
corresponding  secretary,  Miss  Sallie  Lou  McKinnon,  Maxton;  recording  secretary, 
Miss  May  Edla  Smith,  Gatesville;  treasurer,  Mrs.  N.  E.  Edgerton,  Raleigh ; 
editor  Woman's  page,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Duncan,  Raleigh. 

Superintendents:  Study  and  Publicity,  Mrs.  Harvey  Boney,  Rose  Hill;  Social 
Service,  Mrs.  A.  S.  Barnes,  Raleigh  5  Supplies,  Mrs.  Ida  T.  Wilkins,  Weldon; 
Literature,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Hart,  Wilmington. 

District  Secretaries :  Durham  District,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Peele  of  Durham;  Eliza- 
beth City,  Mrs.  J.  N.  Winslow  of  Elizabeth  City;  Fayetteville,  Miss  Vara  Herring 
of  Dunn;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  H.  J.  Faison  of  Faison;  Raleigh,  Miss  Nettie  Allen  of 
Henderson;  Rockingham,  Miss  Georgia  Pearsall  of  Red  Springs;  Warrenton,, 
Miss  Amma  Graham  of  Warrenton;  Washington,  Mrs.  Wiley  Brown  of  Green- 
ville; Wilmington,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Murphy  of  Wallace. 

1917.  Actions  Taken  by  the  Council 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council  in  April, 
1917,  passed  a  resolution  expressing  hearty  sympathy  with  the  efforts 
being  made  at  that  time  to  effect  union  between  the  Northern  and 
Southern  Methodist  Churches,  with  fervent  prayer  that  Christ,  the 
Head  of  the  Church,  might  so  direct  that  His  will  might  be  done, 
and  His  name  be  glorified.  This  resolution  expressed  the  belief  that 
"such  union  would  be  contributory  to  the  enlarging  and  harmonizing 
of  our  work  in  the  home  and  foreign  fields  and  that  adherence  to 
Jesus  Christ  and  the  love  of  God  in  our  hearts  should  be  able  to  over- 
come all  obstacles  in  the  way  of  this  movement."  Sixty-four  names  of 
officers  and  members  of  the  Council  were  signed  to  the  resolution, 
including  those  of  Mrs.  Lucy  Robertson  and  Mrs.  H.  A.  Dunham, 
president  and  corresponding  secretary  of  the  Western  North  Carolina 
Conference,  but  not  those  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Lamb  and  Mrs.  Harvey 
Boney,  representing  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society. 
The  following  motion  was  carried: 

"We,  the  members  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council,  many  of  whom 
have  sons  and  brothers  enlisted  soldiers  in  the  United  States  service,  being  in 
deepest  sympathy  with  our  country  in  this  time  of  national  peril,  but  looking 
to  that  time  when  the  Prince  of  Peace  shall  come  into  His  own,  do  petition  the 
College  of  Bishops  to  set  aside  a  day  of  prayer  that  the  barbarities  of  war  may 
not  take  hold  upon  our  nation  and  especially  upon  the  defenders  of  the  nation, 
that  love  and  mercy  may  govern  us  in  our  thoughts  and  acts  toward  enemv 
peoples,  but  especially  toward  those  in  our  midst  from  countries  with  which 
we  are  at  war." 

A  memorial  signed  by  twenty-six  deaconesses  and  city  missionaries, 
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among  them  Deaconess  Ellen  Gainey  of  the  North  Carolina  Confer- 
ence Society,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  City 
Mission  and  Deaconess  Work,  was  voted  concurrence.  This  memorial 
petitioned  the  Council,  as  the  United  States  government  was  calling 
for  mobilization  of  women  for  service  in  the  struggle  for  world 
democracy,  to  allow  them  to  offer  their  services  individually  to  the 
government  for  assignment  to  duty  along  the  channels  of  mercy  and 
Christian  social  service.  They  begged  further  that  Council  make  their 
appointments  subject  to  their  service  being  accepted  by  the  government, 
with  the  understanding  that  they  have  liberty  to  answer  their  country's 
call  without  undue  delay. 

The  Council  passed  a  resolution  signed  by  fifty-nine  of  its  officers 
and  members,  among  whom  was  only  Mrs.  H.  A.  Dunham  from  North 
Carolina,  that  preparation  be  made  to  memorialize  the  General  ConL 
ference  again  to  grant  laity  rights  to  the  women  of  the  church,  and 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  plan  for  a  campaign  to  secure  the 
passage  of  this  measure  at.  the  General  Conference  of  1918. 

1917  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 
In  January,  1916,  at  the  annual  meeting,  Miss  Sallie  Lou  Mc- 
Kinnon  was  re-elected  to  the  office  of  corresponding  secretary,  but 
in  September  she  went  to  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School  to  pre- 
pare for  service  as  a  foreign  missionary.  Mrs.  F.  B.  McKinne  filled 
out  her  unexpired  term  of  office.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  1917  in 
January,  she  reported  a  splendid  increase  in  auxiliaries  and  members 
in  adult,  young  people's  and  children's  departments,  but  failure  to  pay 
the  whole  amount  pledged,  though  there  was  a  small  increase  over 
the  previous  year.  Harvest  Day  had  been  a  good  thing  in  some  auxili- 
aries, and  they  were  going  forward,  rather  slowly,  but  still  forward 
in  forming  the  habit  of  making  quarterly  payments  of  one-fourth  of 
the  financial  obligation. 

The  year  had  been  a  good  one  in  the  Young  People's  and  Chil- 
dren's Departments.  There  was  a  net  increase  of  16  auxiliaries  and 
266  members  among  the  young  people,  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Rhodes,  the 
1st  vice-president,  had  attended  four  district  meetings,  and  held  eight 
institutes  in  the  promotion  of  her  work.  Mrs.  Wilson  rejoiced  over 
decided  improvement  along  all  lines  of  the  Children's  Work,  while 
grieving  at  the  death  of  nine  of  her  Bright  Jewel  Bands  for  lack  of 
lady  managers.  But  19  new  bands  and  11  new  Baby  Divisions  were 
reported.  Many  observed  the  Week  of  Prayer;  a  number  of  new  study 
-classes  were  started;  some  were  using  the  Bulletin;  most  of  them  did 
local  work;  and,  with  pleasure,  Mrs.  Wilson  noted  the  growing  of 
Christian  Stewardship  among  the  children.  Many  bands  had  raised  more 
money  than  ever  before,  but  the  lagging  behind  of  some  that  had  been 
;the  best  givers  had  made  the  total  amount  smaller  than  it  might  other- 
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wise  have  been,  though  their  pledge  was  paid  in  full.  Memorial  Church, 
Durham,  won  the  banner  again  for  the  largest  amount  of  money 
raised,  with  Centenary,  New  Bern,  close  behind.  Hay  Street,  Fayette- 
ville,  won  the  banner  for  the  largest  amount  per  member,  Kenly  for 
the  greatest  increase  in  membership,  and  Hertford  for  the  best  Baby 
Division.  They  petitioned  Council  again  for  the  privilege  of  direct- 
ing $1,000.00  as  their  foreign  special  to  the  Mary  Black  Memorial 
Hospital,  and  their  petition  was  granted  by  the  Council  which  met  the 
following  April. 

An  increase  was  reported  by  Mrs.  Boney  in  figures  and  in  the 
number  of  reports  sent,  in  the  Department  of  Study  and  Publicity,  but 
the  real  advance  had  been  in  the  better  understanding  of  the  mean- 
ing of  the  work,  by  the  women,  and  of  the  necessity  of  reporting. 
This  was  the  third  time  that  Bible  study  classes  were  reported,  and 
the  number  had  increased  from  3  to  12  classes.  The  work  had  been 
presented  at  4  district  meetings;  several  lengthy  papers  on  the  subject 
of  Study  and  Publicity  had  been  prepared  and  sent  to  auxiliary  super- 
intendents who  asked  for  them;  and  many  letters  had  been  written 
in  promoting  this  work,  by  the  superintendent. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Social  Service  had  been  trying  during 
the  year  to  help  bring  about  legislation  to  provide  a  home  and  industrial 
school  for  wayward  girls  and  women.  The  matter  was  taken  up  with 
representatives  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.,  Woman's  Club,  and  State  Social 
Service  Conference,  and  there  was  reason  to  hope  the  legislature  at 
that  session  would  make  such  a  home  possible.  Mrs.  Barnes  made  strong 
and  earnest  appeal  to  the  auxiliary  women  to  give  serious  study  and 
zealous  effort  to  advance  Christ's  kingdom  through  the  department  of 
Social  Service,  enumerating  the  activities  open  to  them  in  it.  The 
number  of  auxiliaries  reporting  had  been  small.  Two  had  conducted 
Bible  classes  for  colored  women,  others  had  held  mothers  meetings, 
story  hours,  sewing  classes,  ice  stations,  prayer  services  in  jails  and 
county  homes;  a  needy  girl  had  been  sent  to  Vashti,  orphans  were 
clothed,  work  obtained  for  unemployed,  children  cared  for  during  the 
hour  of  church  service,  and  help  given  in  supporting  a  county  nurse. 
The  conference,  by  unanimous  vote,  endorsed  the  Temperance  Bill 
then  pending  in  the  legislature,  and  appointed  a  committee  to  frame 
a  memorial  to  the  legislature  in  endorsement  of  the  Woman's  Bill 
which  provided  for  the  establishment  of  a  home  for  the  delinquent  girls 
of  North  Carolina. 

At  this  annual  meeting  Mrs.  R.  B.  John  resigned  as  president; 
Mrs.  J.  M.  Rhodes  as  1st  vice-president;  Mrs.  A.  S.  Barnes  as  super- 
intendent of  Social  Service;  and  Mrs.  E.  C.  Duncan  as  editor  of  the 
Woman's  page  in  the  Advocate. 
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Mrs.  R.  B.  John 

"Mrs.  R.  B.  John  was  made  president  of  the  Conference  Woman's  Home 
Mission  Society  at  Fremont  in  April,  1906,  only  since  1902  having  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Southern  Methodist  Church.  Thirty  women  made  up  the  conference 
meeting  at  Fremont.  Miss  Bennett  was  there  and  urged  Mrs.  John  to  accept  the 
presidency.  The  conference  grew  largely  because  of  Mrs.  John's  tireless  efforts 
in  aiding  the  district  secretaries  with  meetings,  organizations,  and  planning. 
Mrs.  John's  encouragement  through  correspondence  was  an  aid.  A  bigger  vision 
and  understanding  came  to  her  after  attending  the  Home  Board  meeting  in 
Houston,  Texas,  in  1907.  She  began  urging  more  funds,  particularly  for  a 
larger  pledge,  and  there  was  steady  growth  from  that  time. 

"The  matter  of  union  for  the  two  societies  soon  began  to  be  urged  by  the 
Home  Society  and  by  some  members  of  the  Foreign  Society,  but  the  Foreign 
Society,  being  older,  and  perhaps  feeling  that  their  rights  were  being  infringed 
upon,  did  not  readily  agree  to  union.  Mrs.  John  sounded  the  note  of  union 
wherever  possible,  so  that  by  the  time  the  matter  was  before  the  conference  for 
action,  the  Home  Conference  Society  was  ready  and  there  was  not  a  dissenting 
vote.  The  condition  in  the  Foreign  Society  was  very  different.  The  agreement 
to  unite  was  made  in  1913  in  Wilson.  During  the  heated  discussions  concerning 
union,  Mrs.  John  kept  her  equilibrium,  and  was  an  example  of  true  leadership. 

"She  was  made  corresponding  secretary  of  the  Home  Department  in  1913, 
and  served  in  this  capacity  for  one  year.  The  president,  Miss  Emma  Page,  was 
not  able  to  serve,  and  in  1914  Mrs.  John  was  made  president  of  the  united 
society. 

"Through  her  influence,  the  conference  held  in  Durham  in  1914  went  on 
record  as  memorializing  Council  to  have  both  the  president  and  corresponding 
secretary  as  members.  This  was  favorably  acted  upon  by  Council.  *  • 

"Mrs.  John  was  a  most  gracious  representative  of  our  conference,  and 
Council  recognized  her  true  worth  in  committee  work.  Few  women  have  enjoyed 
greater  admiration  from  a  conference  body  than  she.  For  eleven  years  she  served 
as  president  of  the  Home  and  United  Societies  and  as  corresponding  secretary 
for  one  year.  She  would  not  stand  for  re-election  as  president  in  1918  because 
of  college  duties.  Mrs.  John  is  now  head  of  the  English  Department  of  the 
Fayetteville  High  School." — Mrs.  Harvey  Boney. 

Officers,  Suferintendents  y  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Miss  Nettie  Allen,  Henderson ;  1st  vice-president,  Miss 
Elizabeth  Lamb,  Fayetteville ;  2nd  vice-president,  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  Louis- 
burg  ;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  Harvey  Boney,  Rose  Hill;  recording  secre- 
tary, Miss  May  Edla  Smith,  Gatesville;  treasurer,  Mrs.  N.  E.  Edgerton,  Selma; 
editor  Advocate  page,  Mrs.  V.  Royster,  Raleigh. 

Superintendents:  Study  and  Publicity,  Mrs.  T.  A.  Person,  Greenville;  Social 
Service,  Mrs.  Walter  Patten,  Chapel  Hill;  Supplies,  Mrs.  Ida  T.  Wilkins,  Weldon; 
Literature,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Hart,  Wilmington. 

District  Secretaries :  Durham  District,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Peele  of  Durham;  Eliza- 
beth City,  Miss  Adelaide  White  was  elected,  but  Mrs.  J.  N.  Winslow  of  Eliza- 
beth City  served;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  J.  R.  Butler  of  Dunn;  New  Bern,  Mrs. 
Fred  Mintz  of  Mount  Olive;  Raleigh,  Miss  Vara  Herring  of  Raleigh;  Rock- 
ingham, Mrs.  Allen  Powers  of  Hamlet;  Warrenton,  Miss  Amma  Graham,  of 
Warrenton;  Washington,  Mrs.  Wiley  Brown  of  Greenville;  Wilmington,  the 
names  of  both  Mrs.  D.  O.  Daniel  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Whedbee  of  Burgaw  appear 
»>  the  minutes,  but  Mrs.  C.  H.  Fore  of  Wilmington  seemed  to  have  served. 

New  Auxiliaries 

Stantonsburg,  April,  1916.  In  April,  1916,  Mrs.  D.  A.  Futrell  organized  a 
woman's  missionary  society  in  Stantonsburg,  though  opposed  by  the  Parsonage 
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Aid  Society  with  the  argument  that  all  our  funds  were  needed  for  local  work. 
These  were  the  charter  members:  Mesdames  D.  A.  Futrell,  L.  J.  Overman,  W.  H. 
Applewhite,  S.  H.  Crocker,  H.  E.  Thompson,  B.  J.  Thompson,  Ben  Paschal,  C.  S. 
Whitley,  E.  S.  Darden,  and  P.  S.  Bagley.  We  struggled  along  with  little  encour- 
agement, but  strong  determination  to  carry  on,  until  192  0,  when  the  two  societies 
merged  and  a  mission  study  class  was  organized.  This  step  proved  a  blessing,  for 
since  that  time  we  have  been  able  to  do  more  and  better  work,  growing  in  num- 
bers. The  children  were  organized  in  May,  1916,  by  Mrs.  L.  J.  Overman  with 
these  members:  Oralee,  Annie  Maria,  and  Travis  Thompson ;  Annie  Belle,  Mar- 
garet, and  Saunders  Darden ;  Mary  Lee,  Henry,  John,  and  George  Stanton ;  Rachel 
and  Mabel  Wooten;  Martha  Bagley  Yelverton;  Stanley  and  Francis  Hill;  Don- 
ald Overman j  James  and  Virginia  Applewhite;  Ben  Paschal;  Stanton  and  Louis 
Hales;  Fred,  Elmer,  and  Lola  Moore;  and  Harry  Crocker.  There  was  a  Foreign 
Missionary  Society  in  our  church  thirty  years  ago,  but  all  the  members  are  dead, 
and  no  records  were  kept.  Five  years  intervened  between  the  time  the  old  society 
died  and  the  new  one  was  born. — Mrs.  L.  J.  Overman. 

Trinity,  Wilmington,  April  14,  1916.  A  Woman's  Missionary  Society  was 
organized  from  a  Ladies'  Aid  Society  in  Trinity  Church,  Wilmington,  on  the 
14th  of  April,  1916,  by  Mrs.  Melville,  wife  of  a  superannuated  preacher  of  the 
Virginia  Conference,  who  was  visiting  her  daughter,  Mrs.  M.  H.  Shepherd, 
authorized  to  do  so  by  the  district  secretary,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Murphy.  The  charter 
members  were  Mesdames  Robert  Ruark,  H.  E.  O'Keefe,  W.  R.  Taylor,  W.  W. 
Thigpen,  J.  W.  Smith,  Mary  Sheehan,  C.  H.  Keen,  R.  H.  Morriss,  E.  L.  Davis, 
J.  L.  Piatt,  W.  P.  McGlaughan,  W.  E.  Cromwell,  J.  L.  King,  E.  R.  Clarke, 
C.  E.  Bethea,  E.  V.  McKenzie,  E.  L.  Prince,  E.  H.  Dement,  J.  W.  Sneeden,  J.  C. 
Davis,  I.  V.  Barrett,  P.  W.  Wells,  W.  H.  Andrews,  and  Miss  Mamie  Davis.  Mrs. 
Prince  was  conference  treasurer  of  the  South  Georgia  Home  Mission  Conference 
in  1901,  and  in  1902-05  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Home  Mission  Society. 
Mrs.  E.  R.  Clarke  is  the  present  secretary  of  the  Wilmington  District.  Two  of 
our  girls,  Ethel  Sugg  and  Elizabeth  Sneeden,  have  volunteered  and  are  now 
preparing  for  missionary  service. — Mrs.  E.  R.  Clarke. 

Severn,  1916.  Our  society  at  Providence  Church  was  organized  at  the  request 
of  Mrs.  J.  B.  Stephenson  by  Rev.  E.  E.  Rose  in  the  spring  of  1916  with  these 
officers  and  members:  President,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Stephenson;  secretary,  Miss  Beulah 
Watson;  Mesdames  Susan  Watson,  E.  T.  Lewter,  J.  B.  Mann,  Florence  Morgan, 
and  C.  J.  Maddrey.  In  1917  the  Bright  Jewels  were  organized  by  Mrs.  Stephenson 
and  Mrs.  Maddrey,  with  Mrs.  Maddrey  as  leader  of  the  following  charter 
members:  Royal  Watson,  Clement  and  Moring  Stephenson,  Elise  and  Hazel 
Maddrey,  Janie  and  Mason  Lewter,  Ida  Lois  and  Sadie  Morgan,  Julian  Porter 
and  Stuart  Martin.  The  Young  People  were  organized  in  1  92  3  by  Mrs.  M.  L. 
Martin  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Stephenson,  the  latter  as  leader,  the  members  being  Royal 
Watson,  Clement  and  Moring  Stephenson,  Ida  Lois,  Sadie,  and  Estelle  Morgan, 
Janie  Lewter  and  Elise  Maddrey,  who  were  promoted  from  the  Bright  Jewels. 
Some  of  our  women  helped  Miss  Amma  Graham,  our  district  secretary,  in  organ- 
izing County  Federations  of  Methodist  Women's  Missionary  Societies.  Mrs. 
Stephenson  has  been  chairman  of  Northampton  County  Federation  ever  since  its 
organization.  We  have  helped  also  in  organizing  other  auxiliaries. — Mrs.  J.  B. 
Stephenson. 

Bethel  Church,  October,  1916.  In  October,  1916,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Peele  of 
Durham,  organized  a  missionary  society  at  Bethel  Church,  Yanceyville  Charge,  in 
Caswell  County.  Mrs.  John  A.  Cobb  was  made  president;  Miss  Ola  King,  vice- 
president;  Mrs.  A.  R.  Blackwell,  secretary  and  treasurer;  and  Miss  Lizzie  King, 
agent  for  "The  Missionary  Voice."  Other  members  were  Mrs.  C.  H.  King,  Mrs. 
H.  L.  Cobb,  and  Miss  Dora  Law.  The  society  is  small  but  active,  doing  much 
local  work.  A  children's  society  was  organized  in  192  6  by  Miss  Ola  King. — 
Mrs.  A.  R.  Blackwell. 
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Milton,  1916.  Our  auxiliary  was  organized  in  the  fall  of  1916  by  Mrs. 
W.  W.  Peele,  through  the  efforts  of  Mrs.  J.  E.  Blalock,  our  pastor's  wife,  for 
whom  the  society  was  named.  There  were  only  six  charter  members:  Mrs.  R.  L. 
Dixon,  who  was  made  president,  Mesdames  C.  B.  Newman,  C.  B.  Austin,  J.  A. 
Hurdles,  J.  H.  Fowlkes,  and  J.  E.  Blalock. — Mrs.  Charles  R.  Thomas. 

1918.  General  Conference  Legislation 
For  the  third  time  the  matter  of  laity  rights  for  women  was  one 
of  the  first  to  come  before  the  General  Conference  by  the  presenting 
on  Friday  morning,  the  3rd  of  May,  of  a  memorial  from  the  Wo- 
man's Missionary  Council,  and  a  number  of  resolutions,  petitions,  and 
other  memorials. 

Laity  Rights  Granted  to  Women 

On  Monday  morning,  the  13th  of  May,  in  a  long  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Revisals  recommending  certain  changes  in  the  Disci- 
pline which  did  away  with  sex  distinction  in  holding  the  offices  of  the 
church,  the  question  came  before  the  conference  body  for  decision. 
After  thorough  discussion  and  amendments  to  the  report,  it  was  adopt- 
ed by  the  conference. 

The  next  day,  Bishop  Denny  was  called  by  the  bishop  presiding,  to 
read  the  Episcopal  Decision  on  Laity  Rights,  which  arrested  the  legisla- 
tion by  which  laity  rights  had,  on  the  day  before,  been  accorded  to 
women.  This  paper  is  too  lengthy  to  be  inserted  here,  but  the  sense -of 
it  was,  briefly:  The  undelegated  General  Conference  of  1808,  pos- 
sessing unlimited  power  over  the  doctrine  and  polity  of  our  church, 
because  up  to  that  time  it  had  been  composed  of  the  whole  body  of 
our  preachers  meeting  en  masse,  established  the  delegated  General 
Conference  as  the  legislative  body  of  the  church,  but  reserved  to  the 
annual  conference  certain  rights,  the  most  important  of  which  are 
set  forth  in  the  Restrictive  Rules.  These  "contain  the  heart  of  democ- 
racy in  our  church,  preserving  to  the  annual  conferences  the  right  to 
be  consulted  on  all  questions  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution 
of  the  church." 

The  word,  "representative,"  in  the  second  Restrictive  Rule  which 
fixed  the  basis  of  membership  in  the  General  Conference,  was  well 
understood  to  mean  a  preacher,  so  that  "when  in  1866  lay  representa- 
tion in  the  annual  and  General  Conferences  was  initiated,  the  General 
Conference  of  that  year  'considered'  it  'to  involve  constitutional  altera- 
tions'," and  the  annual  conferences,  concurring  in  General  Conference 
recommendation,  provided  by  constitutional  process  for  "lay  repre- 
sentatives," "lay  members,"  and  "laymen."  "These  terms,  in  our  law 
meaning  men,  and  to  give  them  any  other  meaning  being  to  misin- 
terpret them,"  the  action  of  the  conference  in  making  such  verbal 
alterations  in  the  passages  in  the  Discipline  where  they  occurred  as  to 
do  away  with  that  meaning,  was  declared  "to  be  illegal." 

The  College  of  Bishops,  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  safe- 
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guarding  the  rights  of  the  annual  conferences  against  any  General 
Conference  legislation  invading  these  rights,  must  call  the  attention 
of  the  General  Conference  in  writing  to  the  rights  involved,  so  that 
if  deemed  best  by  the  General  Conference,  the  issue  may  be  referred 
to  the  annual  conferences  for  final  determination.  The  bishops,  be- 
lieving this  to  be  not  an  exceptional  grant  of  power,  but  an  exceptional 
responsibility,  had  in  their  action  that  day,  no  other  intention  than  to 
protect  the  reserved  rights  of  the  annual  conferences,  not  in  vetoing  the 
legislation — "the  College  of  Bishops  has  no  such  right" — but  in  giv- 
ing to  them  the  opportunity  to  vote  their  convictions  as  to  the  wisdom 
of  so  great  a  constitutional  change. 

This  paper  provoked  a  discussion  in  which  many  motions  were 
made.  The  motion  of  Rev.  M.  T.  Haw,  of  the  St.  Louis  Conference, 
that  "the  conference  reaffirm  the  votes  now  under  arrest,"  was  carried, 
and  upon  a  motion  prevailing,  the  vote  was  taken  by  ayes  and  noes  on 
the  question  of  laity  rights  for  women:  265  ayes  and  57  noes.  North 
Carolina  Conference  preachers  voting  "aye,"  were:  T.  N.  Ivey  and 
M.  T.  Plyler;  voting  "no,"  were:  M.  Bradshaw,  L.  S.  Massey,  and 
J.  H.  Shore;  lay  delegates  voting  "aye,"  were:  R.  N.  Page  and  S.  B. 
Underwood;  voting  "no,"  were:  J.  F.  Bruton,  W.  P.  Few.  (Unless 
there  was  a  misprint,  J.  G.  Brown  did  not  vote.)  There  were  three 
Browns  in  the  conference:  J.  G.  Brown,  North  Carolina  Conference; 
J.  C.  Brown,  St.  Louis  Conference,  "aye";  J.  R.  Brown,  Southwest 
Missouri  Conference,  "aye";  and  J.  A.  Brown,  "no";  but  no  J.  A. 
Brown  is  listed  as  a  lay  delegate.  In  the  Western  Carolina  Conference 
every  delegate  except  Rev.  J.  H.  Barnhardt  voted  "aye";  clerical — 
E.  L.  Bain,  H.  K.  Boyer,  E.  K.  McLarty,  H.  C.  Sprinkle,  J.  E. 
Woosley.  Lay— C.  H.  Ireland,  J.  B.  Ivey,  F.  S.  Lambeth,  A.  C. 
Reynolds,  D.  Thompson,  and  F.  M.  Weaver. 

In  a  later  action  the  bishops  were  authorized  to  submit  to  the  annual 
conferences  as  they  met,  this  question:  "Shall  lay  members  be  eligible 
to  all  conferences,  boards,  and  lay  offices  without  regard  to  sex?" 

In  consequence  of  this  action,  the  Executive  Committee  of  Council, 
knowing  that  the  annual  conferences  would  all  meet  before  the  Coun- 
cil met  again  and  realizing  that  the  great  body  of  ministers  and  laymen 
who  would  be  members  of  these  conferences  should  have  some  state- 
ment from  the  women  of  the  church  who  were  asking  this  legislation 
of  them,  while  in  session  at  Junaluska  in  July,  1918,  appointed  a 
Council  Committee  who  prepared  and  sent  to  selected  women  through- 
out the  church  for  use  as  they  deemed  wise,  from  four  to  seven  pieces 
of  literature,  75,000  in  all:  A  letter  giving  the  legal  status  of  the 
question;  a  pamphlet,  historical  statement  and  reasons;  a  card,  status 
of  women  in  the  church;  a  folder,  opinions  of  men;  a  form  for 
memorials;  a  leaflet,  "Do  All  the  Women  Want  It?";  special  matter 
for  special  needs;  and  this  does  not  include  the  correspondence  of  the 
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chairmen  for  each  Episcopal  district  and  for  each  annual  conference. 
The  chairman  of  the  committee,  Mrs.  Luke  Johnson,  said: 

"All  sorts  and  kinds  of  advice  were  given  to  your  committee.  Some  insisted 
that  nothing-  was  necessary  but  to  sit  still,  keep  sweet,  and  wait;  others  advised 
that  immediate  and  urgent  efforts  of  an  illuminating  nature  were  positively  nec- 
essary. We  recalled  that  for  many  long  years  we  had  been  sitting  still,  trying  to 
keep  sweet,  and  that  we  had  most  surely  waited.  We  reasoned  that  this  course  had 
not  worked  very  well,  so  we  followed  the  other  school  of  advisers  and  worked 
with  all  our  might.  It  was  found  that  in  some  sections  these  efforts  were  not  so 
much  needed,  while  in  others  they  were  more  needed  than  had  been  expected. 
In  some  conferences  the  women  held  auxiliary  prayer  meetings;  in  others  indi- 
vidual women  were  in  constant  prayer  that  God's  will  might  be  done  and  the 
interests  of  His  Kingdom  advanced  by  the  action  of  the  men  of  the  church. 
A  Finance  Committee,  of  which  Miss  Haskin  was  chairman,  secured  the  necessary 
funds  in  individual  contributions  from  men  and  women  throughout  the  church. 
In  view  of  the  heavy  work  and  many  prayers  of  the  thousands  of  earnest  women 
in  all  the  conferences,  no  surprise  was  felt  when  the  splendid  men  of  the  church 
cast  their  votes  and  declared  themselves  for  the  organization  of  the  church  upon 
the  principles  of  the  Kingdom  in  this  new  day  of  supreme  opportunity,  for  they 
had  worked  and  prayed,  with  the  great  Emancipator  of  woman  who  came  to 
'bind  up  the  broken  hearted  and  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captive,'  as  their  con- 
stant guide.  There  were  17  conferences  that  cast  a  unanimous  vote  for  the  meas- 
ure; 23  which  cast  more  than  a  three-fourths  vote  for  it,  among  them  being  both 
the  North  Carolina  Conferences;  and  4  which  cast  less  than  a  three-fourths  vote." 

Changes  in  Constitution  of  Mission  Board 
Several  changes  were  made  by  the  General  Conference  in  the 
constitution  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  and  the  constitution  of  the  Wo- 
man's Missionary  Council  upon  recommendation  to  the  Board  by  the 
Council.  The  secretaries  of  the  Board  were  increased  from  two  to 
four  in  both  the  Foreign  and  Home  Departments,  and  from  two  to 
four  Educational  Secretaries,  "if  necessary,"  in  both  instances.  This 
change  extended  into  the  constitution  of  the  Council,  providing  two 
Administrative  Secretaries  for  the  Foreign  Work,  two  for  the  Home 
Work,  and  two  Educational  Secretaries.  The  1st  and  2nd  vice-presi- 
dents were  done  away  with  and  the  work  of  Young  People  and  Chil- 
dren put  into  the  hands  of  superintendents. 

1918.  Council  Action 
In  her  annual  message  to  the  Council  Miss  Bennett  gave  an  outline 
of  the  plans  and  the  historical  setting  of  the  Centenary  movement. 
This  movement  was  originated  by  Dr.  W.  W.  Pinson,  General  Sec- 
retary of  the  Board  of  Missions,  and  was  to  be  a  nation-wide  celebra- 
tion by  Northern  and  Southern  Episcopal  Methodism,  in  commemora- 
tion of  the  completion  of  a  century  of  missionary  history.  Three  goals 
were  set  before  the  church,  educational,  spiritual,  and  financial,  and 
underneath  was  to  be  a  covenant  league  of  prayer  unceasing  that  the 
Centenary  might  bring  to  the  church  a  great  spiritual  awakening  and 
enduement  with  power.  The  Council  voted  to  enter  into  full  participa- 
tion in  the  propagation  of  the  movement  throughout  the  church,  recom- 
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mending  to  the  Joint  Commission  the  appointment  of  one  or  more 
representative  women  of  the  Council  for  its  development,  and  to  stand 
for  its  full  share  in  the  expense  of  the  work,  leaving  the  details  to  its 
Executive  Committee. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Lamb  was  appointed  to  serve  on  a  Special  Centen- 
ary Committee,  and  in  the  presentment  of  the  surveys  of  the  work  in 
the  different  fields,  she  was  one  of  those  who  spoke  on  the  home  field, 
telling  of  the  work  being  done  for  the  negroes,  especially  at  Paine 
College,  Augusta,  Ga. 

To  Change  Regulations  Concerning  Scholarship  Funds 
There  were  certain  conferences  which  desired  to  educate  promis- 
ing young  women  who  had  offered  themselves  for  missionary  service, 
but  could  not  do  so  because  such  action  was  prohibited  by  the  Council 
regulation  directing  that  all  scholarship  funds  raised  by  conference  so- 
cieties be  sent  to  the  Council  treasurer  to  be  loaned.  It  was  voted  to 
rescind  the  article  setting  forth  that  regulation  and  substitute  another 
which  would  permit  conferences  desiring  to  do  so,  to  raise  scholarships 
with  which  to  give  missionary  education  at  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training 
School  to  young  women  who  might  desire  training  for  home  or  foreign 
work,  provided  she  met  all  the  requirements,  physical  and  educational, 
set  by  the  Council  for  its  candidates. 

To  Pray  for  Peace 
The  Council  adopted  the  recommendation  of  the  Home  Base  Com- 
mittee that  prayer  leagues  be  formed  in  every  auxiliary  and  an  earnest 
effort  be  made  to  enlist  every  woman  of  the  church  in  them,  to  pray 
for  the  nations  at  war,  that  a  righteous  peace  might  come;  for  our 
own  nation  that  she  might  steadfastly  maintain  the  high  ideals  with 
which  she  entered  the  conflict;  for  those  who  had  made  tremendous 
sacrifice  in  the  gift  of  their  lives  and  their  loved  ones;  for  the  great 
non-Christian  world;  for  those  already  at  work  there,  and  for  the 
sending  forth  of  more  laborers  into  the  harvest;  and  that  the  woman- 
hood of  the  church  might  be  brought  to  a  new  and  enlarged  concep- 
tion of  stewardship. 

1918  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 
Almost  immediately  after  her  election  to  the  presidency  in  1917, 
Miss  Nettie  Allen  was  obliged,  on  account  of  her  health,  to  offer  her 
resignation.  At  a  called  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  in  Ral- 
eigh Miss  Elizabeth  Lamb,  the  1st  vice-president,  was  appointed  to  fill 
out  her  unexpired  term,  and  Miss  Lillie  Duke,  who  had  had  charge 
of  the  Young  People  before,  was  appointed  to  succeed  Miss  Lamb, 
both  to  serve  until  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  conference  society. 

In  her  address  to  the  conference  which  met  in  1918  in  Edenton 
Street  Church,  Raleigh,  in  April,  Miss  Lamb,  the  president,  said: 
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"Among-  the  39  conferences  reporting,  ours  stood  second  in  amount  of  pledge 
paid  and  our  Bright  Jewels  led  the  children  in  gifts  per  capita — as  they  have  for 
four  years.  Deeper  than  the  certainty  that  the  North  Carolina  Conference  will 
give  its  full  part  of  the  Centenary  offering  of  $35,000,000.00,  was  the  realiza- 
tion that  the  call  of  the  Centenary  Commission  to  'Mobilize  the  Spiritual  Forces!' 
would  find  our  conference  in  the  front  rank.  It  is  a  glorious  privilege  to  have 
God  answer  prayer  in  and  through  you,  and  my  faith  in  your  prayers  is  based 
on  the  fact  that  God  answers  them.  This  first  year  of  the  Centenary  is  to  be  given 
to  intercession.  Prayer  Leagues  are  to  be  formed  and  daily  prayer  made  for 
definite  objects.  If  every  member  of  every  auxiliary  will  sign  the  prayer  league 
pledge,  and  work  and  pray  together  to  enlist  the  seven-eighths  of  our  church 
members  who  are  now  indifferent  to  missions,  there  is  no  limit  to  what  God  will 
do  for  and  through  us.  We  are  face  to  face  with  the  world-wide  need  of  spiritual 
power,  and  God  can  release  that  power  only  as  men  pray.  'According  to  your 
faith  be  it  unto  you'  places  a  marvellous  privilege  in  our  hands,  but  it  also  places 
a  fearful  responsibility  upon  us.  What  are  we  going  to  do  about  the  men  and 
the  money  needed  by  our  government?  Shall  we  not  touch  them  with  faith  and 
say  'The  Lord  hath  need'?  As  Christians  we  can  not  fail  to  respond  to  every  call 
to  help  our  country.  We  must  pray,  work,  give,  or  go  as  we  are  able,  and  thus 
we  shall  be  co-workers  with  God  in  redeeming  the  world  from  sin.  The  quickest, 
surest  way  to  reach  any  heart  in  camp,  on  the  battlefield,  in  authority  over  us,  or 
among  the  indifferent  is  by  way  of  God's  throne." 

The  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  Harvey  Boney,  said  that  "even 
amid  the  absorbing  and  distressing  conditions  incident  to  the  great 
World  War  our  reports  show  a  hopeful  and  progressive  spirit.  Indeed 
it  would  seem  that  the  war  has  caused  our  hearts  to  be  more  loving  and 
tender,  purposes  more  earnest,  minds  more  alert,  and  Christians  more 
willing  to  spend  themselves  for  their  country  and  for  their  Master. 
The  Week  of  Prayer  was  observed  to  a  greater  extent  than  ever  before, 
Fayetteville  District  leading.  A  larger  per  cent  of  our  auxiliaries  ob- 
served Harvest  Day  than  ever  before.  In  our  conference  meeting  of 
1917  the  representative  of  the  Mary  Pescud  Auxiliary  gave  an  outline 
of  their  Harvest  Day  program  of  1916,  which  so  impressed  a  Council 
member  who  was  present  with  the  material  used  that  Council  officers 
recommended  the  same  outline  to  all  other  conferences  for  Harvest 
Day  observance.  Eight  district  meetings  were  held  and  reports  from  all 
were  of  splendid  meetings.  The  secretary  of  Warrenton  District  used 
the  system  of  group  meetings  and  found  it  very  helpful." 

Miss  Amma  Graham  of  Warrenton,  the  district  secretary  men- 
tioned, in  writing  of  this  movement  in  her  district,  says  of 

The  County  Federation  of  Methodist  Woman's  Missionary  Societies 

"I  took  my  present  work  in  1916  at  the  request  of  Mrs.  J.  M.  Rhodes,  as 
the  secretary  elected  at  conference  refused  to  serve.  In  1917  war  was  declared,  and 
they  had  county  chairmen  for  the  Red  Cross  and  other  agencies.  I  was  busy 
working  with  these,  which  gave  me  the  idea  for  my  missionary  work  and  I  at 
once  tried  to  put  it  into  practice.  It  met  with  such  success  that  I  recommended 
it  to  our  conference  for  the  promotion  of  district  work,  and  they  adopted  it. 
In  the  summer  of  1917  I  held  my  first  group  meeting  at  Conway,  and  on  the 
same  trip  went  to  Windsor  for  a  second  one.  Mrs.  Boney  was  with  me  at  both 
places  and  the  work  was  successfully  launched.  I  had  my  co-workers  in  the 
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counties  and  on  the  circuits,  but  I  held  the  meetings  till  1920  when  in  North- 
ampton County  we  had  our  first  formal  organization  with  president  and  all  other 
officers.  Soon  the  other  counties  fell  in  line,  and  I  have  presided  at  few  meetings 
since,  though  I  attend  most  of  them,  and  help  in  every  way  I  can.  The  county 
organization  has  meant  everything  to  the  work." 

The  conference  adopted  Miss  Graham's  group  meeting  plan  for 
the  development  of  district  work,  and  it  has  been  gradually  introduced 
throughout  the  conference  till  every  district  has  been  subdivided  and 
organized  into  zones,  each  with  its  departmental  leaders,  who  work  in 
co-operation  with  the  corresponding  conference  officers,  or  superin- 
tendents, in  promoting  Council  and  conference  programs  of  work.  In 
1926,  just  nine  years  after  Miss  Graham  began  the  system  in  her 
district,  from  which  it  had  spread  throughout  this  conference,  two 
years  after  it  was  described  in  committee  at  Council  by  one  of  the 
North  Carolina  women,  it  was  recommended  by  Council  to  the  other 
conferences  as  a  good  working  plan  for  auxiliary  and  departmental 
expansion,  but,  for  local  reasons,  the  word  county  was  exchanged  for 
that  of  zone. 

The  pledge  for  the  year  1917  was  reported  as  having  been  paid  in 
full  for  the  first  time,  and  the  financial  report  was  the  best  in  our 
history,  to  that  date,  $40,993.49  being  the  grand  total. 

Mrs.  Wilson  said  that  1917  was  the  best  year  in  every  respect  the 
children  had  ever  had.  There  were  16  new  bands  organized,  21  ob- 
served the  Week  of  Prayer,  and  many  were  using  the  study  books. 
Centenary  Church,  New  Bern,  won  the  banner  for  the  largest  amount 
of  money  raised  and  Franklinton  for  the  largest  amount  per  member. 
Warrenton  District  led  in  number  of  bands,  Raleigh  District  seeming 
to  lead  in  general  excellence  followed  closely  by  the  New  Bern  Dis- 
trict. Smithfield,  Oxford,  Prospect,  Mount  Gilead,  and  Kenly  had  met 
the  requirements  of  the  Standard  of  Excellence,  and  were  on  the 
honor  roll.  This  is  the  first  time  any  Bright  Jewel  bands  had  been  re- 
ported on  the  honor  roll  by  having  met  the  requirements  of  the  Stan- 
dard of  Excellence. 

The  work  of  the  Young  People,  Miss  Duke  said,  had  been  very 
satisfactory.  In  almost  every  auxiliary  there  had  been  marked  improve- 
ment, showing  better  understanding  of  the  work.  Raleigh  District  was 
the  banner  district  for  best  reporting  and  largest  amount  of  money 
raised.  Memorial  (Durham)  and  Sanford  had  made  the  Honor  Roll, 
having  met  the  requirements  of  the  Standard  of  Excellence,  and  were 
the  first  Young  People's  Societies  to  attain  this  distinction. 

Announcement  was  made  of  the  bequest  of  $1,000.00  made  to 
the  conference  society  by  Mrs.  Catherine  E.  Zimmerman  of  Elizabeth 
City.  This  gift  was  accepted  in  a  prayer  of  thanksgiving  by  the  treas- 
urer, Mrs.  N.  E.  Edgerton,  who  asked,  also,  for  Divine  guidance  in 
its  special  direction. 
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The  soul-expanding  service  of  visiting  the  sick  and  strangers;  of 
cleaning  up  and  holding  prayer  meetings  in  jails  and  county  homes;  of 
co-operating  with  other  agencies  to  improve  health  conditions;  to  se- 
cure Travelers'  Aids;  to  make  brighter  the  camp  life  of  soldier  boys; 
to  conduct  mothers'  meetings  and  clubs  for  negroes;  was  the  one  that 
had  occupied  many  auxiliaries  during  the  year.  In  proportion  to  their 
numbers,  the  Bright  Jewels  had  made  better  reports.  Raleigh  District 
led  in  number  of  auxiliaries  reporting,  with  Durham  second  and  Wash- 
ington third.  The  conference  superintendent  of  Social  Service,  Mrs. 
Walter  Patten,  had  attended  two  district  meetings  and  two  union  city 
meetings  to  explain  the  opportunities  of  this  service. 

Special  mention  was  made  of  the  Belle  Bennett  Young  People's 
Society,  of  Fayetteville,  and  the  auxiliary  at  Pelham  for  their  work  in 
the  Study  Department.  Mrs.  Person's  report  was  not  full,  she  said, 
because  many  failed  to  report.  She  had  attended  two  district  meetings 
and  sent  papers  on  the  work  to  be  read  at  two  others. 

The  value  of  six  boxes  sent  through  the  Supply  Department  was 
given  as  $187.00,  another,  giving  no  value.  Mrs.  Wilkins  had  secured 
help  for  all  the  preachers  who  had  asked  for  it,  though  in  some  cases 
with  difficulty.  "Our  women  are  heartily  engaged  in  Red  Cross  and 
other  war  work  and  could  not  always  respond  to  my  appeals,  and  there 
were  also  other  hindrances."  Aberdeen  Auxiliary  was  given  special 
mention  for  its  willing  and  prompt  response  to  her  calls. 

Officers,  Superintendents,  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Miss  Elizabeth  Lamb,  Fayetteville 5  1st  vice-president, 
Miss  Lillie  Duke,  Durham;  2nd  vice-president,  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  Louisburg; 
corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  Harvey  Boney,  Rose  Hill;  recording  secretary,  Miss 
May  Edla  Smith,  Gatesville;  treasurer,  Mrs.  F.  B.  McKinne,  Louisburg;  editor 
Woman's  page  in  Advocate,  Mrs.  V.  Royster,  Raleigh. 

Superintendents:  Study  and  Publicity,  Mrs.  T.  A.  Person,  Greenville;  Social 
Service,  Mrs.  Walter  Patten,  Greenville;  Literature,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Hart,  Wilming- 
ton; Supplies,  Mrs.  Ida  T.  Wilkins,  Weldon. 

District  Secretaries:  Durham  District,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Peele  of  Durham;  Eliza- 
beth City,  Mrs.  J.  N.  Winslow  of  Elizabeth  City;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  Emma 
Hunter  of  Fayetteville;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  Fred  R.  Mintz  of  Mount  Olive;  Raleigh, 
Miss  Vara  Herring  of  Raleigh;  Rockingham,  Mrs.  Allen  Powers  of  Hamlet; 
Warrenton,  Miss  Amma  Graham  of  Warrenton;  Washington,  Mrs.  Wiley  Brown 
of  Greenville ;  Wilmington,  Mrs.  C.  H.  Fore  of  Wilmington. 

New  Auxiliaries 

West  Burlington,  February,  1917.  Our  society  was  organized  by  Miss  Agnes 
Stewart,  Deaconess  of  Front  Street  Church,  in  February,  1917,  at  the  home  of 
Mrs.  J.  P.  McPherson,  with  these  charter  officers  and  members:  President,  Mrs. 
A.  J.  Whittemore;  vice-president,  Mrs.  J.  P.  McPherson;  secretary,  Mrs.  A.  A. 
Apple;  treasurer,  Mrs.  Flora  Stubbins;  Mesdames  A.  M.  James,  Sallie  Foster, 
Julius  Copes,  N.  A.  Neese,  Grover  Coble,  J.  W.  Sykes,  Joseph  Whitesell,  and 
Misses  Eula  Neese,  Adelaide  Whittemore,  Sallie  Huffines,  Agnes  Stewart,  Delilah 
Danielly,  Annie  James  and  Viola  Coble.  The  auxiliary  has  met  regularly  every 
month,  and  every  year  has  sent  a  generous  box  of  clothing  to  our  orphanage  in 
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Raleigh.  Our  outstanding  achievement  has  been  the  establishment  of  the  West 
Burlington  Church,  the  result,  largely,  of  the  untiring  efforts  of  the  women  of 
our  missionary  society.  It  was  begun  at  a  prayer  meeting  in  the  home  of  Mrs. 
A.  M.  James,  November  2  8,  1923,  when  it  was  decided  to  buy  a  house  and  lot 
to  be  used  as  a  church.  The  first  service,  a  prayer  meeting  conducted  by  Rev. 
J.  B.  Hurley,  was  held  on  the  25th  of  February,  1924,  and  a  Sunday  school  was 
organized  in  June  with  112  members,  increased  now  to  2  50  ;  and  November 
9th,  a  church  was  organized,  which  has  grown  from  80  to  250  members.  Most 
of  our  auxiliary  members  are  employees  in  the  cotton  mills  of  Burlington,  so 
our  meetings  are  held  in  the  evenings  and  we  have  never  been  able  to  have  all 
the  departments  in  a  fully  organized  auxiliary. — Mrs.  A.  A.  Apple. 

Smith  Chapel,  April,  1917.  Mrs.  Harvey  Boney  and  Mrs.  Fred  Mintz  or- 
ganized our  auxiliary  at  Smith  Chapel  on  the  Mount  Olive  Circuit,  in  April, 
1917,  with  8  members,  which  have  increased  to  32  through  faithful  work  and 
untiring  efforts.  Since  our  organization  we  have  assisted  in  organizing  two  other 
auxiliaries  which  are  active  and  doing  good  work. — Mrs.  J.  H.  Parker. 

Ay  den,  May,  1917.  Our  auxiliary  in  Ayden  was  organized  in  May,  1917, 
with  22  members.  It  is  living  and  active,  doing  good  work. — Mrs.  W.  M.  Ed- 
wards. 

Shady  Grove,  Jidy,  1917.  In  July,  1917,  while  Mrs.  W.  W.  Peele  was  our 
district  secretary,  she  and  Mr.  Peele  came  to  Shady  Grove  from  district  confer- 
ence in  Yanceyville,  and  organized  our  auxiliary.  Before  that  time  there  had  been 
a  Pastor's  Aid  Society  of  a  dozen  or  more  members,  but  when  we  organized  as  a 
missionary  society  some  dropped  out  and  we  did  not  have  charter  members 
enough  to  fill  all  the  offices.  We  worked  though,  and  grew,  but  not  satisfactorily, 
for  some  complained  of  heavier  duties  and  the  community  is  one  where  Primitive 
Baptist  beliefs  have  long  influenced  the  public  mind.  We  remained  a  missionary 
society  till  1920,  when,  thinking  we  might  reach  more  of  our  people  and  get 
them  into  the  church  work,  we  went  back  to  our  original  status.  As  that  failed 
to  do  what  we  had  hoped  for,  even  after  very  earnest  appeal,  we  decided  to 
reorganize  as  a  missionary  society  and  try  to  do  better  than  we  did  before.  This 
was  done  in  September,  1925,  with  the  assistance  of  our  pastor's  wife,  Mrs. 
W.  C.  Merritt,  and  Mrs.  Edgar  Allison  of  Yanceyville.  There  was  much  illness, 
and  several  deaths  amongst  us,  and  we  met  irregularly.  I  am  hard  to  satisfy. 
I  desire  much  in  our  work.  Our  district  secretary,  Miss  Mattie  Pulliam,  and  Mrs. 
Merritt  said  we  did  well,  but  I  was  not  satisfied.  There  is  so  much  in  our  program 
material  for  the  large  auxiliaries  and  those  in  the  cities  and  towns  that  can  not 
be  used  by  rural  or  small  country  auxiliaries,  that  perhaps  we  feel  discouraged 
often  when  we  should  not,  and  perhaps  I  am  not  claiming  as  much  for  us  as  I 
should.  At  least  we  do  the  best  we  can. — Mrs.  E.  W .  Carter. 

May  smile,  October,  1917.  Rev.  T.  W.  Lee,  our  pastor,  organized  our  society 
in  October,  1917,  and  joined  it  as  an  honorary  member.  Mrs.  Lee,  who  was  Miss 
Susie  Sutherland,  was  a  very  enthusiastic  and  tireless  worker,  securing  new  mem- 
bers and  enlisting  young  women  even  outside  the  church.  Our  charter  members 
were  Mesdames  Carrie  Brock,  Jarvis  Pridgen,  J.  H.  Wynn,  A.  J.  Collins,  Wiley 
Stallings,  Rom  Provo,  Virginia  Gerock,  Julia  Mattocks,  E.  L.  Mattocks,  B.  L. 
Mattocks,  J.  R.  Pelletier,  K.  R.  Hay,  Miranda  Waters,  Clara  Brown,  Alfred 
Wilson,  E.  A.  Taylor,  J.  M.  Foscue,  J.  N.  Foscue,  Rob  Sabiston,  and  Misses 
Fannie  Gerock,  Lila  Mattocks,  Lillian  Foscue,  and  Alma  Sabiston.  Mrs.  Lee  and 
Miss  Virginia  Gerock  died  in  1918;  Mrs.  J.  N.  Foscue  in  1919;  Mrs.  Waters  in 
1925;  and  Mrs.  Collins  in  1927.  Mrs.  Brown  and  Mrs.  Taylor  joined  the 
Baptist  Church.  Mrs.  E.  A.  Taylor  organized  the  Children's  Work,  and  in  1918 
Mrs.  Alfred  Wilson  organized  the  Young  People. 

Norlina,  1917.  The  church  itself  in  Norlina  is  not  very  old.  Since  our  aux- 
iliary was  organized  here  in  1917,  it  has  been  active  and  doing  good  work. — 
Mrs.  J.  L.  Midgette. 
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Henderson  Young  Women,  1917.  Mrs.  J.  H.  Tucker  organized  the  young 
women  of  Henderson  into  a  missionary  society  in  1917,  acting  as  its  president 
the  first  six  years,  during  which  time  the  charter  membership  of  8  grew  to  67, 
the  enrollment  being  60  at  the  present  time. — Mrs.  J.  H.  Tucker. 

1919.  Southern  Methodist  Women  Active  in  War  Work 

The  report  of  the  Council  Committee  on  War  Work  should  be 
incorporated  in  our  history,  since  the  women  of  our  conference  were 
among  the  loyal  and  patriotic  women  of  the  country  who  most  earnest- 
ly did  their  bit  of  war  service,  of  whatever  nature  was  required.  The 
following  is  a  part  of  this  report,  made  to  the  Council  of  1919  in 
session  in  Memphis,  Tenn.: 

"The  great  war  into  which  our  country  was  plunged  on  April  6th,  1917, 
was  pre-eminently  a  war  for  justice  and  humanity,  for  the  freedom  of  the  nations, 
and  for  the  doctrines  of  democracy  and  brotherhood.  Because  these  high  principles 
were  at  stake,  the  church  promptly  organized  for  her  share  in  the  task  of  winning 
the  war.  The  government  authorities  promptly  advised  that  the  war  could  be 
won  only  by  a  prompt  mobilization  of  our  national  resources  and  the  development 
of  a  spirit  of  thrift,  economy,  and  self-denial.  Our  leaders  further  advised  that 
it  was  needful  that  plans  be  inaugurated  to  promote  the  moral  and  physical  fitness 
of  our  men  that  they  might  win  the  great  struggle  for  human  freedom. 

"As  a  part  of  the  organization  of  Christian  agencies,  the  Woman's  Mission- 
ary Council,  within  a  few  weeks  after  the  United  States  entered  the  war,  issued 
a  bugle  call  to  the  women  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  to  mobilize 
for  prayer  and  for  co-operation  with  the  Red  Cross  and  other  organizations 
authorized  by  the  government  for  definite  war  work.  A  hearty  response  was 
made  by  our  Methodist  women.  Partial  reports  which  we  have  been  able  to 
gather  of  these  activities  show: 

"1,859  Southern  Methodist  women  engaged  in  actual  service  for  the  govern- 
ment Red  Cross,  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  and  Y.  M.  C.  A.  195  of  these  were  trained  nurses. 
133  women  filled  men's  places  to  release  them  for  service. 

"392  churches  and  missionary  societies  served  as  Red  Cross  units.  1,345 
women  had  membership  on  these  units,  while  36,652  others  served  in  connection 
with  other  units,  2,545  served  as  officers,  while  8,0  75  worked  on  committees 
during  the  Red  Cross  drives. 

"8,3  72  women  took  active  part  in  the  Food  Conservation  Campaign,  one- 
third  of  whom  served  on  special  committees.  51,337  signed  conservation  pledges. 
19,052  served  on  state,  county,  and  city  Council  of  National  Defense. 

"818  auxiliaries  bought  Liberty  Bonds  and  War  Saving  Stamps,  while  37,875 
members  bought  individual  bonds  and  stamps.  2,098  women  served  on  district, 
state  and  county  Liberty  Loan  Campaigns.  12,190  served  on  the  following  drives: 
War  Saving  Stamps,  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  United  War  Work  Cam- 
paign. 

"5  1  churches  are  reported  as  having  organized  for  special  work;  near  the 
sites  of  the  cantonments  two  hostess  houses  were  built  and  maintained  by  Texas 
women  at  Camp  Bowie  and  Camp  McArthur;  29  reading  and  rest  and 'recrea- 
tion rooms  for  the  soldiers  were  established  in  the  cities.  3  3  churches  appointed 
Hospitality  Committees  to  help  care  for  wives  and  mothers  of  soldiers;  42 
churches  had  Transportation  Committees  to  arrange  for  getting  the  soldiers  and 
sailors  to  church;  6,763  homes  extended  hospitality  to  the  drafted  and  enlisted 
men;  2,3  74  women  darned  and  mended  for  soldiers;  2,729  blankets  and  quilts 
were  sent  to  the  camps;  3,000  women  furnished  delicacies  and  flowers  for  the 
convalescents. 

"The  Council  appointed  four  deaconesses  and  trained  nurses  for  distinctive 
war  work,  while  Wesley  Houses,  Bethlehem  Houses,  and  other  social  centers  found 
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a  place  in  the  war  program  of  the  nation.  The  buildings  were  used  for  Red  Cross 
work,  community  training  centers,  and  as  registration  centers  for  drafted  and 
enlisted  men.  They  se'rved  as  centers  for  patriotic  rallies  and  leagues  and  all  forms 
of  conservation.  Boy  Scouts  and  Girls  Clubs  were  diligent  in  selling  Liberty 
Bonds,  while  the  Victory  Girls  and  Boys  raised  a  goodly  sum  for  war  work. 
These  activities  were  capped  by  personal  aid  and  sympathy  given  to  mothers, 
wives,  and  sisters  of  the  men  in  the  service. 

"The  Young  People  too  did  their  bit.  More  than  2,000  went  into  business 
made  necessary  by  the  war;  more  than  1,200  entered  Red  Cross,  Y.  W.  C.  A., 
or  Y.  M.  C.  A.  service,  69  of  whom  went  overseas.  Fully  three-fourths  of  the 
auxiliaries  engaged  in  various  kinds  of  war  work;  some  became  so  engrossed 
that  they  gave  up  the  missionary  work  altogether.  Some  bought  Liberty  Bonds, 
some  undertook  the  support  of  war  orphans,  others  furnished  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Huts, 
bought  Bibles  for  the  soldiers,  service  flags  for  churches,  layettes  for  Belgian 
babies;  something  over  $4,000.00  was  spent  for  such  work." 

The  Administrative  Secretary  for  the  Orient,  Miss  Mabel  Howell, 
said  that  there  was  intense  restlessness  among  the  nurses  and  doctors 
of  Japan,  China,  and  Korea,  on  account  of  the  insistent  calls  of  the 
Siberian  Commission  to  the  American  Red  Cross  for  volunteers  to  go 
to  Siberia  to  minister  to  the  suffering  Czecho-Slovakia  refugees  in  the 
vicinity  of  Vladivostok.  The  Board  of  Missions,  General  Work,  cabled 
permission  to  its  workers  to  answer  the  call  if  they  felt  they  must  do 
so.  The  Council's  medical  staff  at  Soochow  in  the  Mary  Black  Me- 
morial Hospital  felt  keenly  the  call  upon  their  patriotism,  but  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Council,  because  of  the  unsettled  con- 
ditions of  the  Council's  medical  work  in  China  did  not  see  its  way 
clear  to  grant  permission  to  its  force  to  go,  but  before  the  cable  reached 
the  workers,  the  mission  had  voted  permission,  and  a  unit  was  con- 
stituted under  Dr.  Ethel  Polk.  The  senior  medical  students  and  senior 
nurses,  with  the  two  doctors  and  two  trained  nurses  of  the  Council 
went  out  under  a  six  month's  contract  and  rendered  heroic  service,  the 
American  Red  Cross  bearing  all  expenses. 

Lamenting  deeply  the  necessity  for  the  entrance  of  our  country 
into  that  most  cruel,  barbaric  conflict;  hating  intensely  the  war,  any 
war,  in  all  its  practices  and  consequences;  praying  daily,  hourly  for 
peace,  our  unselfish,  suffering,  heroic  women — mothers,  wives,  sweet- 
hearts, sisters,  friends — with  one  accord,  arose  in  quiet,  steady,  deter- 
mined strength  to  fight  for  all  that  we  held  most  dear,  on  the  forefront 
behind  the  firing  line  where  we  were  called  to  special  service.  To  fight 
with  all  our  might,  our  weapons  helpful,  sustaining,  uplifting,  com- 
forting, constructive  ones:  light-saving,  meatless,  wheatless,  sugarless 
days  and  gasless  Sundays;  soup  kettles,  coffee  pots,  sandwich  and 
doughnut  trays,  full  and  running  over;  open  homes  and  ready  cars; 
postcards,  letters,  books;  knitting  needles,  sewing  machines,  cook  stoves; 
feet,  hands,  voices,  minds,  hearts,  bodies — all  enlisted  and  fighting  for 
peace,  for  our  country,  for  our  boys. 
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Changes  in  Constitutions  and  By-Laws 
The  changes  in  the  constitutions  and  by-laws  were  only  such  as 
were  made  necessary  by  the  changes  in  the  constitution  of  the  Board 
of  Missions  and  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council  by  the  General 
Conference  in  the  addition  of  three  new  secretaries  and  the  dropping 
of  the  two  vice-presidents;  and  the  superintendent  of  Social  Service 
by  the  Council.  The  Young  People  and  Children  were  taken  away 
from  the  two  vice-presidents  and  put  in  bureaus  under  superintendents, 
leaving  "one  or  more  vice-presidents,"  with  the  duties  common  to  that 
office.  The  administration  of  the  foreign  work  was  given  to  two  Ad- 
ministrative Secretaries,  one  for  the  Oriental  fields  and  one  for  the 
Latin  American  and  African  fields.  For  the  work  on  the  home  fields 
one  Administrative  Secretary  was  provided  to  supervise  the  Deaconess 
and  City  Mission  Work,  and  another,  as  Administrative  Secretary  for 
Educational  Institutions  and  Social  Service,  to  supervise  the  educational 
institutions  maintained  by  the  Council  in  this  country,  to  stimulate  and 
direct  the  study  and  investigation  of  social  questions  and  seek  to  bring 
about  social  reforms.  Two  Educational  Secretaries  were  provided  to 
make  suggestive  plans  and  policies  for  the  missionary  education  of  the 
church  through  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  one  to  supervise  mis- 
sion and  Bible  study,  the  other  to  supervise  the  publication  of  leaflets 
and  special  literature,  and  to  direct  the  publicity  work  for  the  dissemi- 
nation of  missionary  information.  As  many  of  these  changes  as  were 
necessary  were  extended  through  the  conference  to  the  Adult,  Young 
People's,  and  Children's  Societies,  their  constitutions  and  by-laws  being 
made  to  harmonize  with  those  of  the  Board  and  Council. 

1919  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 
The  annual  meeting  of  1919,  which  was  held  in  Rockingham  in 
April,  was  in  all  its  features  a  Centenary  conference.  A  Centenary 
luncheon  was  an  outstanding  event  of  one  day.  Several  hundred  women, 
anxious  to  hear  all  about  the  great  Centenary  Movement,  were  beauti- 
fully and  bountifully  served  in  the  large  dining  room  of  the  Hotel 
Rockingham.  Mrs.  R.  B.  John  presided,  and  her  graciousness  and 
charm  added  greatly  to  the  success  of  the  truly  delightful  occasion. 
After  the  singing  of  "America,"  and  prayer  by  Rev.  H.  M.  North, 
and  solos  by  Mrs.  F.  S.  Love  and  Miss  Myra  Ormond,  Mrs.  John 
introduced  Mrs.  B.  W.  Lipscomb  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  the  principal 
speaker.  Mrs.  Lipscomb  made  it  plain  that  Christianity  had  a  place  in 
the  world  it  had  never  had  before;  that  the  women  of  the  church 
have  a  chance  today  they  have  never  had  before,  and  that  womanhood, 
childhood,  and  manhood  can  do  anything  if  given  a  chance.  A  number 
of  short  talks  on  specially  assigned  topics  then  followed:  Miss  Cordelia 
Erwin,  missionary  to  Korea,  spoke  out  of  her  intimate  experience  on 
"What  the  Centenary  would  mean  to  the  Orient";  Mrs.  W.  P.  Webb 
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of  Rockingham,  discussed  the  "Individual  effort  the  Centenary 
needed";  Miss  Jeddie  May  Bristow  of  Carolina  College,  spoke  of 
"The  Challenge  of  the  Centenary";  Miss  Emma  Page  of  Aberdeen, 
very  cleverly  referred  to  a  wonderful  "Birthday  Party"  to  be  given  on 
the  18th  of  May,  to  which  two  million  Methodists  were  invited; 
Mrs.  A.  M.  Gates  of  Durham,  told  how  it  was  upon  "Me  and  the 
Lord"  that  the  Centenary  depended;  Mrs.  T.  A.  Person  of  Green- 
ville, declared  the  "Centenary  was  Divinely  Planned."  Each  speaker 
advanced  new  thought,  gave  fresh  inspiration,  and  added  stronger  force 
that  promised  to  lend  impetus  to  the  work  which  the  women  of  the 
conference  could  do  in  taking  advantage  of  the  marvellous  opportu- 
nities of  the  Centenary,  and  it  was  with  a  deeper  earnestness  of  pur- 
pose and  newly  awakened  zeal  to  serve,  that  those  hundreds  of  women 
joined  in  singing  "Glory!  Glory!  Hallelujah!  His  Truth  is  Marching 
On!" 

The  pledge  was  paid  in  full,  with  a  surplus,  for  the  first  time  in 
years.  Every  district  "went  over  the  top"  with  Rockingham  leading, 
and  the  conference  stood  third  in  finances  among  all  the  conferences, 
the  Young  People  eighth,  and  the  Bright  Jewels  leading  them  all. 
"North  Carolina  Conference  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  best  and  most 
loyal  in  the  connection.  This  past  year  we  met  every  obligation,"  Mrs. 
Boney  said,  "and  have  gone  forward  as  never  before.  The  work  at 
times  seemed  hard  and  the  responsibility  almost  too  great,  but  I  could 
always  hear  the  voice  of  the  deaconess  who  said,  'Give  my  Lord  and 
me  any  task  and  we  will  perform  it'."  There  was  a  net  increase  of 
14  new  auxiliaries  and  484  adult  members,  Warrenton  District  hav- 
ing gained  8  of  them,  Durham  4,  Raleigh  1,  and  Fayetteville  1;  58 
auxiliaries  observed  Week  of  Prayer.  Durham  District  led  with  15 
auxiliaries  contributing  to  Week  of  Prayer  fund,  Raleigh  reported  13, 
and  1 1  were  reported  by  Rockingham. 

In  spite  of  many  difficulties  in  1918,  Miss  Duke  said  that  her 
Young  People  had  gone  forward  in  their  work  with  a  zeal  and  an 
enthusiasm  that  knew  nothing  of  defeat,  and  had  made  it  the  biggest 
and  best  year  in  their  history.  There  were  16  new  auxiliaries,  14  had 
observed  the  Week  of  Prayer,  7  conducted  mission  study  classes,  4 
were  on  the  honor  roll,  3  sent  boxes  of  supplies,  and  there  had  been  5 
volunteers  for  Christian  service.  A  Brazilian  national  flag,  presented 
by  Miss  Mary  Pescud  to  the  Young  People  to  be  awarded  each  year 
to  the  auxiliary  making  the  highest  honor  roll  average,  had  been  won 
by  the  Rose  Hill  Young  People. 

A  Student  V olunteer 
Miss  Mary  Ella  McCall  of  Laurel  Hill,  Student  Volunteer  from 
the  North  Carolina  Conference,  was  introduced,  and  a  special  prayer 
for  her  and  the  other  five  volunteers  was  offered  by  Mrs.  R.  B.  John. 
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The  Children,  for  the  fifth  year,  had  led  the  conferences  of  the 
church  in  their  gifts  to  missions.  There  had  been  16  new  Bright  Jewel 
Bands  organized,  but  17  had  died  for  lack  of  leaders.  The  banner  for 
the  largest  contribution  was  won  by  Memorial  Church,  Durham,  with 
Sanford  winning  the  one  for  the  greatest  amount  per  member,  and 
Maysville,  the  one  for  the  most  subscribers  to  "Young  Christian 
Worker."  This  band,  with  only  31  members,  had  37  subscribers  to  its 
paper.  Though  there  had  been  a  decrease  in  number  of  organizations, 
there  had  been  an  increase  in  the  amount  contributed.  The  recommend- 
ation of  the  Committee  on  Children's  Work  was  adopted,  "that  the 
North  Carolina  Conference  petition  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Council  that  the  chapel  in  the  Administration 
Building  of  the  Union  Medical  College  at  Shanghai  be  called  the 
Mary  Black  Chapel." 

In  the  adopted  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  it  was  recom- 
mended that  "each  auxiliary  pay  a  minimum  of  $4.00  annually  for 
support  of  our  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School";  and  "that  a  schol- 
arship of  $300.00  be  established  at  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School." 
Ellen  Morfhis  Wood  Remembered 

Extracts  from  intensely  interesting  letters  from  and  about  Ellen 
Morphis  Wood  were  read  by  Mrs.  H.  J.  Faison,  copies  of  which  had 
been  presented  to  the  conference  by  Mr.  Tom  P.  Wood,  a  son  of 
Rev.  M.  L.  Wood,  living  in  Rockingham.  The  influence  of  this  family 
in  missions  and  in  all  church  work  had  been  continuous  and  stimulating. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  Rev.  M.  L.  Wood  and  his  bride,  Ellen 
Morphis,  had  sailed  for  China  in  1859  with  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Young  J. 
Allen;  that  the  death  of  his  wife,  leaving  Mr.  Wood  with  two  baby 
boys  to  care  for  had  necessitated  his  return  to  this  country;  and  that  he 
had  assisted  in  the  organization  of  this  conference  society  in  Charlotte 
in  1878.  The  church  in  Rockingham  is  debtor  to  Dr.  Wood  and  to 
two  of  his  children  by  another  marriage,  Mrs.  Fannie  Wood  Steele 
and  Mr.  Tom  P.  Wood,  during  many  years  for  their  contributions 
to  its  missionary,  Sunday  school,  and  business  life. 

Historical  C ommittee  Affointed 

Mrs.  M.  T.  Plyler,  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  and  Mrs.  Ida  Wilkins 
were  appointed  to  act  as  a  committee  to  collect  and  preserve  the  his- 
torical data  of  the  conference.  The  minutes  of  1919,  for  the  first 
time,  carries  the  honor  roll  of  the  'conference's  missionary  daughters, 
in  service  on  both  foreign  and  home  mission  fields  up  to  that  date. 

The  Social  Service  Work  was  not  greatly  stressed  during  the  year, 
Mrs.  Patten  said,  because  of  the  war,  and  the  time  spent  by  the  women 
in  Red  Cross  and  other  war  relief  work.  But  several  auxiliaries  had 
continued  their  regular  social  service  work  as  usual,  visiting  the  sick 
and  strangers,  and  giving  aid  in  hospitals,  county  homes  and  jails. 
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One  reported  a  Sunday  school  for  the  negro  children  on  one  lady's 
place,  and  three  societies  reported  work  in  the  camps  located  near 
their  cities.  Washington  District  led  in  the  number  of  auxiliaries  re- 
porting, with  Rockingham  nobly  bringing  up  the  rear. 

Mission  and  Bible  study  had  been  presented  at  three  district  meet- 
ings by  the  superintendent,  and  in  many  personal  letters,  circular  let- 
ters and  literature.  Boxes  of  supplies  valued  at  $187.00  had  been  se- 
cured and  sent  to  preachers  with  one  to  Brevard. 

Officers,  Superintendents ,  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Gates,  Durham  5  vice-president,  Miss  May 
Edla  Smith,  Gatesville;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  Harvey  Boney,  Rose  Hill; 
recording-  secretary,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Snipes,  Weldon;  treasurer,  Mrs.  F.  B.  McKinne, 
Louisburg;  editor  Woman's  page  in  Advocate,  Mrs.  V.  Royster,  Raleigh. 

Superintendents:  Young  People,  Miss  Lillie  Duke,  Durham;  Children,  Mrs. 
N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  Washington;  Study  and  Publicity,  Mrs.  T.  A.  Person,  Green- 
ville; Social  Service,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Duncan,  Raleigh;  Supplies,  Mrs.  Ida  T.  Wilkins, 
Weldon;  Literature,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Hart,  Wilmington. 

District  Secretaries:  Durham  District,  Miss  Mattie  Pulliam  of  Leasburg; 
Elizabeth  City,  Mrs.  George  Hawkins  of  Hertford;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  Emma 
Hunter  of  Fayetteville;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  Fred  Mintz  of  Mount  Olive;  Raleigh, 
Miss  Vara  Herring  of  Raleigh;  Rockingham,  Miss  Georgia  Biggs  of  Rocking- 
ham; Warrenton,  Miss  Amma  Graham  of  Warrenton;  Washington,  Mrs.  Wiley 
Brown  of  Greenville;  Wilmington,  Mrs.  C.  H.  Fore  of  Wilmington. 

New  Auxiliaries 

Weldon  Young  Women,  January,  1918.  The  Young  Woman's  Missionary 
Society  of  Weldon  was  organized  in  January,  1918,  by  Mrs.  Lee  Johnson,  with 
these  members:  Misses  Addie  Williams,  Ruth  Webster,  Ruth  Clark,  Katie  Par- 
sons, Martha  Commack,  Kate  Tilgham,  and  Fannie  Mae  Shearin.  Our  auxiliary 
is  active  and  progressive  and  doing  good  work. — Mrs.  John  O.  Carter. 

Zebulony  1918.  The  Ida  Fisher  Missionary  Society  was  organized  by  Miss 
Vara  Herring,  our  district  secretary,  in  1918,  with  these  members:  Mesdames 
Charles  Flowers,  W.  C.  Campen,  S.  G.  Barbee,  J.  D.  Finch,  Guy  Saunders,  G.  W. 
Fisher,  Weathersby,  and  Alma  Fisher,  which  have  increased  to  22  in  number. 
The  children  were  organized  in  1915  by  Mrs.  G.  W.  Starling.  A  Young  People's 
Society,  organized  in  1921  and  living  only  a  short  while,  was  reorganized  in 
1925  and  is  growing  in  interest. — Mrs.  G.  W.  Fisher. 

1920.  Some  Council  Legislation 

An  action  of  moment  because  of  its  far  reaching  influences,  was 
the  creation  of  a  Commission  on  Racial  Relationships,  in  consequence 
of  a  suggestion  made  by  Miss  Bennett,  "to  study  the  whole  question 
of  race  relationships,  the  needs  of  negro  women  and  children,  and 
methods  of  co-operation  by  which  better  conditions  might  be  brought 
about,"  at  the  same  time  striving  to  give  to  the  women  a  better  under- 
standing of  the  task  before  them.  The  Commission  was  authorized 
to  co-operate  with  the  Inter-church  World  Movement,  the  Southern 
Publicity  Bureau,  and  similar  agencies  dealing  with  the  race  problem. 

The  Council  committed  itself  to  using  to  "the  fullest  the  program 
of  the  Inter-church  World  Movement  as  we  continue  to  teach  God's 
revealed  will  concerning  prayer,  stewardship,  and  life  service,"  and 


318 


Seven  Times  Seven 


to  "give  active  assistance  in  carrying  out  the  official  surveys  required 
by  the  program,"  as  the  "Board  of  Missions  had  indorsed  its  program 
and  provided  for  co-operating  in  the  survey";  to  "heartiest  endeavors 
to  make  permanent  in  the  life  of  the  church  the  spiritual  benefits  se- 
cured from  the  Centenary  Movement,"  and  "to  active  participation  in 
the  plans  for  the  collection  of  the  money";  also  to  enlist  the  members 
of  auxiliaries  in  a  united  effort  to  reach  every  member  of  the  church 
with  the  request  to  give  their  prayers  and  a  contribution  of  money  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  missionary  work  and  workers  in  the  home  and 
foreign  fields. 

Honor  Roll  Auxiliaries  to  be  Recognized 
The  recommendation  was  adopted  that  adult  auxiliaries  attaining 
the  roll  of  honor  be  given  recognition  at  annual  meetings  by  the  presen- 
tation of  a  token  to  be  agreed  upon  by  home  base  and  conference  sec- 
retaries, and  that  the  conference  having  the  largest  number  of  auxili- 
aries reaching  the  standard  receive  recognition  at  the  Council  meeting. 
The  Bureau  of  Social  Service  Returned 
Several  changes  were  made  in  the  Council  by-laws.  Two  new 
standing  committees  were  authorized,  one  on  Retirement  and  Relief, 
the  other  on  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School.  The  duty  of  the  first 
was  to  increase  the  interest  in  the  Retirement  and  Relief  Fund-  by 
keeping  the  subject  before  the  auxiliaries  and  before  the  men  and 
women  of  the  church,  and  to  decide  what  home  and  foreign  workers 
should  have  the  benefit  of  this  fund  and  to  what  extent.  The  paragraphs 
concerning  the  Administrative  Secretaries  for  the  Home  Fields  were 
stricken  out  and  new  ones  substituted  which  changed  the  titles  of  these 
secretaries,  their  work,  and  places  of  work,  as  follows:  "The  Adminis- 
trative Secretary  in  Charge  of  Gulf  States  and  Eastern  Division  shall 
have  supervision  of  home  mission  work  in  the  conferences  in  all  the 
states  bordering  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  except  Texas,  and  the  con- 
ferences in  all  the  states  bordering  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  the 
Western  Virginia  and  Holston  Conferences";  and  "The  Administra- 
tive Secretary  in  Charge  of  the  Western  and  Central  Division  shall 
have  supervision  of  home  mission  work  in  the  conferences  in  all  the 
states  west  of  the  Mississippi  River  except  Louisiana,  and  in  all  confer- 
ences in  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  except  the  Holston  Conference." 
A  new  by-law  provided  for  the  Social  Service  Work:  "There  shall  be 
a  Bureau  of  Social  Service.  This  bureau  shall  be  in  charge  of  a  super- 
intendent." 

In  conference  societies  the  by-law  regulating  the  election  of  con- 
ference officers,  was  amended  so  as  to  allow  each  conference  to  nomi- 
nate and  elect  its  officers  by  ballot  at  an  annual  meeting,  annually,  bi- 
ennially, or  quadrennially  as  the  conference  should  decide. 

The  Council  again  went  on  record  as  heartily  endorsing  the  uni- 
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fkation  of  Northern  and  Southern  Methodism,  praying  for  the  guidance 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  that  the  union  might  be  speedily  and  truly 
effected,  in  passing  a  resolution  bearing  the  signatures  of  63  members 
of  Council. 

Another  resolution  was  passed,  which  recommended  that  the  Coun- 
cil memorialize  the  next  General  Conference  to  amend  Paragraph  98 
in  the  Discipline  concerning  quarterly  conferences,  so  as  to  include 
in  the  personnel  of  its  membership  the  president  of  the  woman's  mis- 
sionary auxiliary. 

1920  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 

Following  the  reading  of  the  president's  annual  message  to  the 
conference  in  session  in  Oxford,  in  1920,  by  Miss  May  Edla  Smith, 
the  vice-president,  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  moved  that  the  little  son  of 
Mrs.  Gates,  the  president,  be  made  a  life  member  of  the  Baby  Divi- 
sion. This  was  carried  unanimously,  and  the  secretary  was  directed  to 
send  a  message  to  Master  James  Warren  Gates. 

The  year  1919  had  been  another  "best  ever"  in  the  North  Caro- 
lina Conference.  There  had  been  decided  increase  in  every  department: 
20  per  cent  in  finance,  24  per  cent  in  membership,  and  19  per  cent  in 
auxiliaries.  North  Carolina  Young  People  stood  first  in  organization 
and  membership  increase,  and  the  Children  had  made  a  5  per  cent 
increase  in  organization  and  10  per  cent  increase  in  members;  138 
auxiliaries  had  observed  the  Week  of  Prayer;  100  presented  Christian 
Stewardship,  and  12  had  made  the  honor  roll.  The  districts  had  re- 
sponded liberally  to  Mary  Ella  McCall's  Scholarship  Fund.  One 
quarter's  tuition  had  been  paid  for  Laura  Crump  at  Scarritt,  and 
Jennie  Congleton,  also  at  Scarritt,  was  bearing  her  own  expenses. 

"In  the  Young  People's  Department  the  year  closed  with  7 1  auxiliaries, 
1,232  members,  and  the  largest  financial  contribution  ever  made,  the  total  being 
$2,805.92,  going  over  the  top  with  a  22  per  cent  increase  in  auxiliaries,  22  per 
cent  increase  in  membership,  and  63  per  cent  increase  in  finances.  Richlands  made 
a  fine  record,  won  third  place  on  the  honor  roll,  contributing  three  times  more 
money  than  in  1918;  'Rebecca  LeGrand'  and  'Lillie  Duke'  of  Rockingham  each 
contributed  five  times  more  money  and  won  first  and  second  place  respectively 
on  the  honor  roll.  Kenly,  Biscoe,  Littleton,  Eureka,  Fairmont,  Mount  Gilead, 
Aurora,  Farmville,  and  Warren's  Chapel  doubled  and  tripled  their  1918  con- 
tributions. More  auxiliaries  won  the  honor  roll  than  ever  before — Fayetteville, 
Oxford,  Rose  Hill,  Lillie  Duke,  Richlands,  Prospect,  and  Rebecca  LeGrand. 
Only  one  Bible  and  ten  mission  study  classes  were  reported,  but  27  auxiliaries 
observed  Week  of  Prayer,  their  offerings  amounting  to  $  1  38.86  ;  26  auxiliaries 
met  their  financial  obligation  to  Scarritt.  As  the  result  of  a  special  campaign 
in  the  interest  of  Young  People's  Work  on  her  district,  Miss  Mattie  Pulliam 
added  6  auxiliaries  to  the  Durham  District.  Rockingham  District  raised  the 
largest  amount,  $1,045.85,  almost  half  the  total  receipts  for  the  year.  In  this 
leading  district  the  'Rebecca  LeGrand,'  the  leading  auxiliary  is  given  the  highest 
honors  for  having  met  every  requirement,  for  making  the  highest  average  per 
capita  ($8.79)  and  for  the  largest  amount  ($272.62)  ever  reported  by  any 
auxiliary,  and  to  them  is  presented  the  beautiful  Brazilian  flag  for  1920.  Sanford 
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and  Louisburg  reached  the  age  limit,  and  having-  fought  a  good  fight,  became 
Adult  Auxiliaries." 

The  year  was  "the  best  in  their  history"  with  the  Children  also, 
Mrs.  Wilson  said,  closing  with  137  Junior  Divisions,  58  Baby  Divi- 
sions and  an  increase  of  nearly  $1,600.00  over  the  previous  year. 
Queen  Street,  Kinston,  received  the  banner  for  the  largest  amount  of 
money,  $300.00;  Hay  Street,  Fayetteville,  less  than  $5.00  behind, 
won  the  banner  for  the  largest  amount  per  member,  and  the  follow- 
ing deserved  special  mention  for  having  raised  $100.00  or  more: 
Memorial,  Durham,  $205.00;  Gibson,  $172.65;  Louisburg,  $133.00; 
Laurinburg,  $123.78;  Dunn,  $  1 1 5.52 ;  Grace,  Wilmington,  $107.39; 
Centenary,  New  Bern,  $105.23;  and  Sanford,  $101.72.  Memorial, 
Dunn,  Gibson,  and  Queen  Street  made  the  honor  roll.  Only  44  ob- 
served Week  of  Prayer,  and  12  reported  study  circles. 

Mrs.  T.  A.  Person  was  gratified  by  increased  interest  in  mission 
and  Bible  study,  but  Mrs.  E.  C.  Duncan  felt  that  the  Social  Service 
Work  had  not  been  what. she  had  hoped,  with  the  help  of  the  women 
to  make  it.  Mrs.  E.  L.  Hart  had  sent  out  the  literature  regularly  to 
the  250  names  on  her  list,  and  Mrs.  Ida  Wilkins  reported  supplies  to 
the  amount  of  $564.35  having  been  sent  to  various  preachers,  and  to 
the  Indians  in  Oklahoma. 

The  Circle  Plan  A  do  f  ted 

The  "Circle  Plan  for  Auxiliaries,"  used  in  the  Woman's  Mission- 
ary Society  of  Rockingham  since  1914,  was  presented  according  to 
previous  request,  by  Mrs.  J.  LeGrand  Everett,  who  had  formulated  it 
and  introduced  it  then  for  her  auxiliary's  use.  Upon  motion,  this  plan 
was  adopted  by  the  conference  as  its  official  plan  for  circles,  and  Mrs. 
Everett  was  authorized  to  prepare  it  and  have  it  printed  so  that  it 
might  be  available  for  those  auxiliaries  desiring  to  use  it. 

Love  Gifts 

Miss  Mabel  Howell,  Administrative  Secretary  for  Oriental  Fields, 
who  had  recently  returned  from  the  Orient,  told  of  the  good  work 
being  done  by  the  conference's  missionary  daughters — Misses  Sallie  Lou 
McKinnon  and  Alice  Green  in  China,  and  Rosa  Lowder  and  Ida 
Hankins  in  Korea — in  their  different  stations  in  those  far-away  coun- 
tries. Miss  Smith  told  the  story  of  a  wedding  ring  given  by  a  Korean 
woman  to  missions.  This  ring  was  redeemed  by  Miss  Ida  Hankins  and 
sent,  with  the  beautiful  story  of  love  and  self-sacrifice,  to  her  auxili- 
ary in  Wilmington  as  an  incentive  to  missionary  giving.  This  story 
occasioned  the  taking  of  a  collection  to  add  to  the  purchase  price  of 
the  ring,  in  which  was  offered  another  ring  as  a  love  gift,  by  Mrs. 
W.  G.  LaFrage  of  Troy.  Soon  after  this  touching  incident,  Mrs. 
E.  B.  McCullers  of  Clayton,  asked  the  privilege  of  contributing  a 
scholarship  at  Scarritt. 
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An  Invitation  to  Council 

Through  Miss  Elizabeth  Lamb,  Miss  Ruth  Blanks,  corresponding 
secretary  of  the  Virginia  Conference,  extended  a  cordial  invitation  to 
the  officers  and  district  secretaries  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference 
to  be  the  guests  of  the  Virginia  Conference  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Woman's  Missionary  Council  in  Richmond  the  following  year, 
and  it  was  voted  that  the  conference  pay  the  expenses  of  the  district 
secretaries  to  Richmond  for  that  Council  meeting. 

Conference  Legislation 

Delegates'  Luncheons.  Mrs.  T.  A.  Person  and  Mrs.  W.  H.  Neal 
offered  a  resolution,  which  was  passed,  after  thorough  discussion,  that 
the  expense  of  each  delegate's  lunches  at  conference  be  borne  by  the 
home  auxiliary,  and  provided  by  some  local  organization  for  the  hostess 
auxiliary,  so  that  the  conference  hostesses  might  be  free  to  attend  the 
conference  sessions. 

Biennial  Election.  As  permitted  by  the  newly  amended  by-law  for 
conference  societies,  at  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  By- 
Laws  and  Standing  Rules,  the  conference  voted  to  elect  its  officers, 
superintendents,  and  district  secretaries  "to  serve  two  years,  in  order 
to  have  more  time  for  the  discussion  of  methods  of  work." 

Conference  Editor  to  be  Affointed.  A  motion  was  made  and 
carried  that  the  selection  of  editor  for  the  Woman's  page  in  the  Advo- 
cate be  left  to  the  president  and  corresponding  secretary  of  the  confer- 
ence as  set  forth  in  the  Council's  standing  rules,  also  that  an  effort  be 
made  to  secure  a  page  in  the  Advocate  for  the  North  Carolina  Con- 
ference. The  "North  Carolina  Christian  Advocate,"  the  official  organ 
formed  by  consolidating  the  Advocates  of  the  two  state  conferences, 
was  being  published  in  Greensboro,  and  Mrs.  V.  Royster,  editor  of  the 
North  Carolina  Conference  Woman's  page  before  consolidation,  assis- 
tant editor  under  the  new  arrangement,  found  that  the  necessary  man- 
ner of  handling  the  material  sent  to  her  for  publication — first  to  her, 
then  by  her  to  the  Woman's  page  editor  in  Asheville,  and  finally  by 
her  to  the  Advocate  office  in  Greensboro — "had  prevented  a  better  use 
of  the  page  to  say  nothing  of  the  expense."  She  thought  one  page  for 
the  two  conferences  sufficient  and  that  it  could  be  made  both  instructive 
and  inspiring,  as  well  as  stimulating  to  the  auxiliaries  of  both  confer- 
ences, but  that  it  needed  only  one  editor,  to  whom  should  be  sent, 
direct,  all  copy  from  both  conferences.  She  offered  her  resignation  as 
assistant  editor,  which  was  accepted  with  regret  and  appreciation  of 
the  service  she  had  given. 

The  conference  accepted  regretfully  also  the  resignation  of  its 
president,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Gates,  who  had  found  it  necessary  early  in  the 
year  to  give  over  her  duties  to  the  vice-president,  Miss  May  Edla  Smith. 
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Committee  on  By-Laws  and  Standing  Rules 
The  conference  of  1915  appointed,  for  the  first  time,  a  Committee 
on  By-Laws  and  Standing  Rules,  composed  of  Mrs.  E.  C.  Duncan, 
Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott,  and  Mrs.  B.  B.  Adams.  No  report  was  made  by  the 
committee  at  that  conference,  but  in  1916  the  minutes  record  that 
Mrs.  Duncan  submitted  a  report  of  this  committee  which  was  accepted. 
It  does  not  appear  with  the  other  committee  reports.  Mrs.  R.  B.  John, 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Gorham  and  Mrs.  R.  W.  Bailey  formed  the  committee  in 
1919,  and  this  report,  made  by  them,  is  the  first  to  appear  in  the 
minutes:  "Your  Committee  on  By-Laws  find  that  all  points  pertaining 
to  the  work  and  governing  of  the  organization  are  covered  either  by  the 
laws  as  now  standing,  or  by  parliamentary  law."  In  1920  this  commit- 
tee, with  Miss  Elizabeth  Lamb  as  chairman,  and  Mrs.  F.  B.  Mc- 
Kinne,  Mrs.  Harvey  Boney,  and  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  as  members, 
made  the  following  report  which  was  adopted: 
"We  suggest  the  following  by-laws: 

"1.  That  our  conference  body  shall  be  composed  of  one  delegate  from  each 
Adult  Auxiliary,  one  from  each  Young  People's,  and  superintendents  of  Chil- 
dren's Work.  These,  or  their  officially  elected  alternates,  shall  constitute  the 
voting  body  of  the  conference. 

"2.  The  annual  conference  session  shall  include  three  days  for  the  trans- 
action of  business. 

"3.  That  in  order  to  have  more  time  for  the  discussion  of  methods  of 
work,  that  officers  be  elected  to  serve  two  years. 

"4.  That  the  Council  by-laws  that  conflict  with  conference  plans  be 
stricken  from  the  minutes. 

u5.  That  all  corresponding  secretaries  of  Young  People's  and  Children's 
Work  report  to  district  secretaries,  so  that  the  district  secretaries  may  take  more 
interest  in  these  departments. 

"6.  That  the  Committee  on  By-Laws  shall  be  composed  of  the  president, 
the  corresponding  secretary,  the  recording  secretary,  and  one  member  from  the 
body.  The  business  of  this  committee  shall  be  to  put  the  conference  methods  of 
work  in  the  form  of  by-laws  to  be  adopted  by  the  body  annually." 

It  was  a  pleasure  to  the  conference  to  meet  Mrs.  W.  C.  Merritt, 
whose  two  daughters  and  son  had  volunteered  for  foreign  missionary 
service  and  the  ministry. 

"The  secretary  was  instructed  to  send  a  telegram  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  General  Conference,  in  session  at  Des  Moines,  assuring  them 
of  our  prayers  on  the  subject  of  union." 

Officers,  Superintendents,  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Miss  May  Edla  Smith,  Gatesville;  vice-president,  Mrs. 
S.  H.  Scott,  New  Bern;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  Harvey  Boney,  Rose  Hill ; 
recording  secretary,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Snipes,  Weldon;  treasurer,  Mrs.  F.  B.  McKinne, 
Louisburg. 

Superintendents:  Young  People,  Miss  Lillie  Duke,  Durham;  Children,  Mrs. 
N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  Washington;  Study  and  Publicity,  Mrs.  J.  LeGrand  Everett, 
Rockingham ;  Social  Service,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Duncan,  Raleigh ;  Supplies,  Mrs.  Ida  T. 
Wilkins,  Weldon;  Literature,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Hart,  Wilmington. 

District  Secretaries:  Durham  District,  Miss  Mattie  Pulliam  of  Leasburg; 
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Elizabeth  City,  Mrs.  George  Hawkins  of  Hertford  5  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  Emma 
Hunter  of  Fayette'ville ;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  Flora  M.  Kendall  of  Goldsboro; 
Raleigh,  Miss  Vara  Herring  of  Raleigh  -y  Rockingham,  Miss  Georgia  Biggs  of 
Rockingham ;  Warrenton,  Miss  Amma  Graham  of  Warrentonj  Washington,  Mrs. 
C.  E.  Blount  of  Wilson ;  Wilmington,  Mrs.  James  B.  Bardin  of  Chadbourne. 

Mrs.  J.  LeGrand  Everett  was  appointed  to  succeed  Mrs.  V.  Royster  as  editor 
of  the  Woman's  page  of  the  Advocate  for  this  conference  society. 

New  Auxiliaries 

Columbia,  January,  1919.  Our  auxiliary  in  Columbia  was  organized  in  Jan- 
uary, 1919,  by  Rev.  J.  L.  Smith,  pastor  of  Wesley  Memorial  Church.  It  has 
lived,  doing  good  work,  and  making  its  yearly  quota  of  contributions  to  the 
missionary  cause. — Mrs.  W .  H.  McClees. 

Minnie  P.  Gates,  Graham,  February  8,  1919.  Our  auxiliary  was  organized 
on  the  8th  of  February,  1919,  by  Mrs.  A.  M.  Gates,  with  these  members:  Mes- 
dames  C.  H.  Phillips,  W.  B.  Green,  W.  T.  Ezell,  J.  N.  Taylor,  W.  E.  Thompson, 
J.  D.  Lee,  T.  C.  Moon,  Wra,  L.  Andrews,  Carleen  Fowler,  and  Misses  Mary 
Phillips,  Fannie  Spoon,  Margaret  Robinson,  Lillie  Hannah,  and  Fannie  Robertson. 
The  Young  People  were  organized  by  Mrs.  I.  I.  Henderson  in  the  summer  of 
1925  with  these  members:  Edith  Moon,  Emily  Lee,  Ruth  Ward,  Ruth  Henderson, 
Pearl  Williams,  Rachel  Williams,  Annie  Thompson,  Mary  Lee  Starling,  Alice 
Flythe  and  Margie  Flythe.  Mrs.  W.  E.  Thompson  organized  the  Bright  Jewels 
in  March,  1919:  Edith  Moon,  Emily  Lee,  Ruth  Ward,  Josephine  Phillips,  Lessie 
Ezell,  Urma  Dell  Phillips,  James,  William,  and  Wallace  Taylor,  John  D.  Lee, 
Hazel  Andrews  and  others.  At  the  age  of  less  than  ten  minutes,  Sarah  Belle 
Thompson,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  E.  Thompson,  was  made  a  member 
of  the  Bright  Jewels  on  the  5th  of  June,  1922,  while  Mrs.  J.  D.  Lee  was  leader. 
This  adult  auxiliary  is  living  and  functioning  well  along  all  lines. — Mrs.  J.  D. 
Lee. 

Rocky  Point,  March  5,  1919.  Mrs.  C.  H.  Fore,  secretary  of  the  Wilmington 
District,  organized  our  society  on  the  5th  of  March,  1919,  and  at  the  same  time 
the  Young  People  and  Children  were  organized.  The  charter  members  of  the 
adult  auxiliary  were  Mesdames  M.  W.  Nelson,  J.  E.  Durham,  J.  B.  Armstrong, 
J.  R.  Croom,  J.  L.  Casteen,  M.  N.  Sparkman,  R.  S.  Futch,  J.  D.  Hanckey,  Clara 
Armstrong,  J.  D.  Padgett,  W.  W.  Pearsall,  Edgar  Casteen,  T.  P.  Pearsall,  and 
Miss  Annie  Nelson.  We  have  done  very  good  work,  scattered  as  we  are.  Our 
Young  People  have  disbanded,  I  regret  very  much  to  say,  but  the  Bright  Jewels 
are  doing  splendid  work. — Mrs.  M.  W.  Nelson. 

Lillington,  July,  1919.  Our  society  was  organized  in  1919,  about  July,  by 
Mrs.  Emma  Hunter,  our  district  secretary,  with  eight  charter  members,  and  Mrs. 
J.  O.  Sutton  as  the  first  president.  This  new  missionary  society  had  quite  a  struggle 
because  of  the  opposition  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society,  the  members  of  which  did 
only  local  work,  and  were  not  willing  to  see  the  dues  of  twenty-five  cents  per 
month  leave  our  midst.  Because  of  a  case  of  scarlet  fever  in  the  president's  home, 
the  society  became  inactive,  though  four  or  five  members  remained  still  banded 
together,  and  in  1922  it  was  reorganized  with  Mrs.  Charles  Ross  as  president — 
a  sincere,  devout  Christian  woman,  who,  with  a  family  of  five  or  six  boys  and 
one  small  girl,  yet  found  time  to  work  for  the  Master.  Mrs.  Marshall  T.  Spears 
was  our  next  president,  and  during  that  time,  with  twenty-three  members  on  roll 
we  had  our  banner  years,  for  Mrs.  Spears  was  an  untiring,  faithful  worker,  who 
put  the  woman's  missionary  society  firmly  and  we  believe  permanently  on  its 
feet.  Mrs.  S.  T.  Moyle  has  been  president  for  more  than  a  year,  and  has  faithfully 
tried  to  have  the  society  with  its  membership  of  fourteen  do  everything  expected 
or  required  of  us. — Mrs.  J.  O.  Sutton. 
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1921.  Polish  Relief  Work 
Conditions  in  Europe  at  the  close  of  the  war  were  lamentable,  in 
many  places  desperate.  The  Board  of  Missions  called  its  members  to- 
gether on  the  15th  of  September  to  consider  them,  and  it  was  decided 
to  make  a  campaign  to  collect  clothing  from  all  over  the  church  and 
send  it  to  Poland.  "The  textile  milles  in  that  country  had  been  de- 
stroyed, and  there  was  not  sufficient  clothing  to  be  bought,  even  if  the 
people  had  money  with  which  to  purchase."  From  the  report  of  Miss 
Daisy  Davies,  who  was  put  at  the  head  of  the  campaign,  the  follow- 
ing items  as  she  gave  them  before  the  Council  in  1921  in  Richmond, 
are  taken: 

"The  Council  was  requested  to  have  the  campaign  function  through  their 
organization  because  they  had  the  machinery  by  which  the  work  could  most 
quickly  be  done.  The  undertaking  was  unique.  There  were  no  precedents  or 
prepared  plans  to  guide  in  the  campaign.  A  simple  folder  was  sent  out  stating 
the  action  of  the  Board  of  Missions  authorizing  the  campaign,  giving  a  short 
sketch  of  conditions  in  Poland  and  directions  for  shipping  goods  to  Newport 
News.  This  folder,  with  a  personal  letter,  was  mailed  to  8,000  pastors,  12,000 
Sunday  school  superintendents,  5,000  presidents'  of  missionary  societies,  399  dis- 
trict secretaries,  and  to  the  conference  officers. 

"The  response  was  immediate,  spontaneous,  and  joyous.  Every  report  told  of 
the  eagerness  and  gladness  in  giving.  Within  a  week  after  the  folder  left  our 
office  in  Nashville,  goods  began  to  arrive  at  the  warehouse  in  Newport  News. 
Packing  and  baling  began  the  first  of  November.  By  this  time  the  immense  ware- 
house was  piled  high  with  every  conceivable  sort  of  package — tobacco  hogs- 
heads, boxes,  bags,  cartons,  and  bundles. 

"About  4,000  bales  were  ready  for  the  first  shipment  in  December.  As 
many  more  were  sent  early  in  February,  and  several  hundred  in  a  third  shipment. 
There  were  multiplied  thousands  of  splendid  garments,  many  of  them  new.  Ap- 
proximately 5,000  blankets  and  comforts  were  sent.  Time  and  space  forbid  any 
detailed  description  of  the  great  quantity  of  beautiful  baby  clothes,  warm  under- 
wear, coats,  suits,  overcoats,  cloaks,  and  other  supplies  that  generous  hearts  do- 
nated for  the  suffering  ones  across  the  sea.  Loving  hands  had  made  warm  new 
garments.  Many  persons  sent  notes  of  sympathy  and  encouragement  with  the 
clothing.  Talcum  powder,  needles,  pins,  thread,  etc.,  were  sent,  and  in  many  cases 
bolts  of  goods  were  among  the  gifts. 

"The  gifts  came  from  entire  communities,  all  denominations  contributing. 
Organizations  of  every  kind  sent  supplies.  Free  use  of  one  of  its  immense  ware- 
houses in  Newport  News  and  the  machinery  for  baling  the  goods  was  given  by 
the  War  Department  of  this  country,  and  the  Polish  government  shipped  our 
supplies  from  Norfolk,  Va.,  to  Warsaw,  Poland,  without  expense  to  us. 

"Approximate  value  of  supplies,  including  money,  amounted  to  $2,000,- 
000.00:  $17,400.00  amount  of  money  sent;  7,190  bales;  975,000  garments 
(approximate)  ;  1,03  3  bags  of  shoes;  62,100  pairs  of  shoes  (approximate)  ;  37,000 
cakes  of  soap  (approximate)." 

In  the  list  of  33  states  contributing  to  the  Polish  Relief  checks  and 
clothes,  North  Carolina  stood  third,  following  Virginia  and  Texas, 
with  104  places  sending  checks,  and  307  places  sending  clothes. 
Constitution  and  By-Law  Changes 

Among  the  changes  recommended  by  the  Committee  on  Consti- 
tution and  By-Laws,  only  four  of  those  adopted  affected  those  of  the 
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auxiliary.  The  first  was  the  addition  of  a  new  item,  to  be  numbered 
four  (4),  to  provide  for  the  appointment  in  every  auxiliary  of  one  or 
more  committees,  to  be  known  as  extension  committees,  to  group  the 
entire  church  membership  so  that  every  member  might  be  reached  and 
asked  to  take  a  part  in  the  missionary  work  of  the  church  by  giving 
prayer,  service,  or  a  contribution  of  money  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
work  in  the  home  and  foreign  fields. 

The  second  and  third  changes  added  a  new  officer,  superintendent 
of  Local  Work,  to  the  auxiliary  by  amending  Article  8  of  the  consti- 
tution for  Adult  Auxiliaries  by  adding  the  words  "and  of  local  work," 
and  defining  her  duties  by  inserting  a  new  by-law  after  By-Law  9: 
"The  superintendent  of  Local  Work  shall  have  charge  of  the  social 
features  of  the  auxiliary.  She  shall  supervise  whatever  share  the  aux- 
iliary may  have  in  the  care  of  the  church  and  the  parsonage  and  in 
the  charity  work  of  the  church.  She  and  her  committee  shall  assist  the 
pastor  in  pastoral  work  and  in  personal  work  during  protracted  meet- 
ings. The  assistant  treasurer  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Local  Work." 

The  fourth  was  an  amendment  to  the  by-law  regulating  the  duties 
of  the  corresponding  secretary,  made  by  striking  out  the  words  "pro- 
mote Christian  Stewardship,"  and  substituting  others  to  read:  "The 
corresponding  secretary  shall  conduct  the  correspondence  of  the  aux- 
iliary and  shall  develop  spiritual  resources,  including  intercession, 
family  altars  and  Christian  Stewardship,"  leaving  the  rest  of  the  para- 
graph unchanged. 

The  following  plan  submitted  by  the  Continuation  Committee  of 
the  Commission  on  Race  Relationships,  was  adopted  as  a  basis  for  work- 
ing plans  of  the  auxiliary: 

"(l)  That  the  Social  Service  Department  of  each  auxiliary  provide  an 
additional  committee  to  be  known  as  the  Interracial  Committee,  who  shall  be 
chosen  with  regard  to  their  special  fitness  for  this  work.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of 
this  committee — (a)  To  seek  to  know  the  leaders  among  the  negro  women  of 
the  community,  that  a  sympathetic  basis  of  co-operation  may  be  established. 

(b)  To  direct  a  study  of  negro  community  life  in  matters  of  housing,  sanita- 
tion, neighborhood  conditions,  and  the  needs  of  negro  women  and  children. 

(c)  To  adopt  methods  of  co-operation  with  other  agencies  and  with  negro 
women  that  a  constructive  program  of  community  betterment  may  be  wrought  out. 

(d)  To  lead  the  auxiliary  in  a  study  of  negro  achievement  in  literature,  poetry, 
music,  art,  and  other  lines  of  endeavor,  that  there  may  be  a  sympathetic  apprecia- 
tion of  the  negro's  contribution  to  American  life  in  these  lines,  (e)  To  represent 
the  auxiliary  in  any  local  co-operative  work  that  may  be  undertaken  in  the 
community  and  to  have  membership  on  Community  Interracial  Committees  when 
organized." 

1921  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 
Immediately  after  the  organization  of  the  conference  body  in 
annual  session  in  Fayetteville  in  May,  1921,  the  president,  Miss  May 
Edla  Smith,  read  a  message  of  loving  remembrance  and  greeting  from 
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the  four  young  women  at  Scarritt  from  the  North  Carolina  Confer- 
ence, Misses  Lil  Wilson,  Jennie  Congleton,  Mary  Nichols,  and  Mary 
Ella  McCall. 

Prayer  S fecials 

A  report  on  "Prayer  Specials"  was,  for  the  first  time,  made  by  the 
vice-president,  Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott,  who  said  that  "Council,  realizing  that 
prayer  should  be  made  a  working  force  in  the  life  of  every  auxiliary, 
recommended  last  year  that  the  conference  vice-president  give  special 
attention  to  the  work  of  placing  prayer  specials  in  the  auxiliaries." 
This  she  had  endeavored  to  do,  but  was  not  satisfied  with  the  results. 
She  had  succeeded  in  placing  prayer  specials  in  53  auxiliaries. 

The  statistics  given  by  the  corresponding  secretary  and  superin- 
tendents showed  some  advance  in  every  department,  particularly  in 
the  amount  of  money  raised.  It  was  decided  the  year  before  to  award 
a  banner  to  the  district  making  greatest  progress  in  every  department, 
but  when  it  came  to  deciding  which  district  had  made  such  advance, 
it  was  found  to  be  an  impossible  thing  to  do,  for  no  one  district  had 
excelled  in  every  particular.  So  "praise  was  given  to  all  the  districts, 
and  God  bless  you  every  one."  Warrenton  and  Washington  Districts 
led  in  net  increase  of  new  adult  auxiliaries  and  new  members;  Dur- 
ham District  in  the  largest  number  of  members  to  sign  stewardship 
pledge  cards  during  Round  Robin  Contest;  all  of  Fayetteville  Dis- 
trict's auxiliaries  observed  the  Week  of  Prayer;  Wilmington  District 
led  in  number  of  boxes  of  supplies  sent;  Warrenton  and  Rockingham 
Districts  in  auxiliaries  presenting  stewardship;  Rockingham  District 
led  in  finances;  and  Raleigh  District  in  number  of  auxiliaries  on  the 
roll  of  honor. 

The  following  auxiliaries,  by  meeting  the  requirements  of  the 
Standard  of  Excellence,  had  made  the  honor  roll,  and  were  the  first 
adult  auxiliaries  to  receive  the  honor  roll  badges: 

Durham  District:  Leasburg  and  Trinity  Church  (Durham)  ;  Fay- 
etteville District:  Belle  Bennett  (Fayetteville),  Roseboro,  and  Dunn; 
Raleigh  District:  Cary,  Fuquay,  Kenly,  Maria  Brown  (Oxford), 
Salem,  Mary  Pescud  (Raleigh),  Oxford,  and  Smithfield;  Rockingham 
District:  Aberdeen,  Laurinburg,  Rockingham,  Laurinburg  Young  Wo- 
men, and  Mary  Steele  (Rockingham  Young  Women);  Washington 
District:  Nashville;  Wilmington  District:  Rose  Hill. 

Twelve  adult  auxiliaries  won  this  distinction  in  1919  but  their 
names  were  not  enrolled  in  the  minutes.  The  Standards  of  Excellence 
for  Adults,  for  Young  People,  and  for  Juniors  appear  in  the  minutes 
for  the  first  time  in  1920,  though  in  1918  the  Committee  on  Exten- 
sion of  Work  recommended  "that  the  Standard  of  Excellence  be  kept 
before  the  auxiliaries,"  and  in  1920  this  committee  recommended  "that 
adult  auxiliaries  attaining  the  roll  of  honor  be  given  recognition  at  the 
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annual  meetings  by  the  presentation  of  a  token  to  be  agreed  upon  by 
the  Home  Base  and  conference  secretaries,  the  conference  having  the 
largest  number  of  auxiliaries  reaching  the  Standard  to  receive  recog- 
nition at  the  Council  meeting." 

The  work  of  the  Young  People  in  1920  made  the  heart  of  the 
superintendent  thrill  with  _ joy  and  gratitude.  Though  24  auxiliaries 
had  been  organized,  20  had  had  to  disband,  leaving  a  net  increase  of 
4  only,  and  there  was  inefficiency  to  be  confessed  towards  study  and 
social  service,  the  Week  of  Prayer  was  more  largely  observed  than 
ever  before,  and  just  pride  was  felt  in  the  finances,  the  total  amount 
contributed  going  $164.00  over  the  goal  with  10  auxiliaries  on  the 
honor  roll:  Memorial  (Durham),  Roxboro,  Rowland,  Richlands, 
Hertford,  Fayette ville,  Maysville,  Oxford,  Fuquay  Springs,  and  Re- 
becca LeGrand  (Rockingham). 

Thankfulness  and  gladness  filled  the  heart  of  the  Children's  super- 
intendent too,  for  "in  spite  of  a  year  of  financial  depression,  the  Bright 
Jewels  had  gone  forward  along  all  lines."  There  was  a  net  increase  of 
only  18  Baby  Divisions  and  4  Junior  Divisions,  for  though  23  Baby 
Divisions  had  been  organized,  5  had  had  to  be  dropped,  and  while  22 
Junior  Divisions  had  been  organized,  18  were  dropped.  Auxiliaries  re- 
ported 16  new  study  circles,  and  47  had  observed  the  Week  of  Prayer. 
Seven,  Memorial  (Durham),  Dunn,  Queen  Street  (Kinston),  Cen- 
tenary (New  Bern),  Gibson,  Garysburg  and  White  ville,  made  the 
honor  roll.  The  amount  sent  to  the  conference  treasurer  showed  an 
increase  of  $1,196.26,  nearly  25%  over  the  previous  year.  Many  of 
the  bands  had  given  to  local  church  work,  the  orphanage,  and  very 
liberally  to  the  European  and  Chinese  famine  relief.  Rockingham  Dis- 
trict was  the  banner,  but  the  Durham,  New  Bern,  and  Washington 
Districts  had  done  notable  work.  The  weakness  in  all  was  lack  of 
leadership,  the  reason  so  many  divisions  had  been  dropped.  The  names 
of  two  children,  Elsie  Blue  of  Laurinburg  and  William  Edward  Dail 
of  Windsor,  had  been  placed  on  the  memorial  roll.  Queen  Street 
(Kinston)  received  the  banner  for  raising  the  largest  amount  of  money, 
and  Sanford  for  the  largest  amount  per  member.  "This  has  been  our 
best  year,  but  let  us  not  be  satisfied  until  every  one  of  our  children  has 
a  part  in  the  work  of  winning  a  world  for  Christ." 

There  was  some  small  increase  in  the  Department  of  Study  and 
Publicity,  shown  by  the  statistical  report  of  the  superintendent,  Mrs. 
J.  LeGrand  Everett. 

The  Social  Service  Work  continued  to  take  shape  in  the  minds  of 
the  women,  but  that  being  the  one  department  without  a  statistical 
table,  it  is  hard  to  locate  increase.  Mrs.  Duncan  kept  abreast  of  all  the 
forward  movements  of  Council,  actively  promoting  them  in  the  con- 
ference, educating  the  women  in  the  meaning  and  scope  of  Social 
Service. 
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The  Supply  Department  had  had  a  "best  ever"  year,  too.  "The 
Polish  Relief  Fund  reached  such  magnitude  it  is  thought  best  to  sum- 
marize the  whole  as  follows:  54  auxiliaries  reported  contributions 
amounting  to  $4,989.85,  besides  $182.00  in  money  sent  directly  to 
Miss  Daisy  Davies  from  our  conference  society."  The  amount  of 
$5,670.65  was  the  grand  total  for  the  year. 

Mrs.  E.  R.  Clarke  reported  that  the  money  realized  from  the  sale 
of  the  Korean  wedding  ring  which  was  presented  to  her  sister,  Miss 
Ida  Hankins,  for  the  missionary  cause,  had  been  sent  by  the  Korean 
girls  to  Siberia  for  missionary  work  there. 

A  Conference  Missionary  Bulletin  Authorized 

The  following  resolution  was  read  by  Mrs.  Everett  and  after 
much  interesting  discussion  was  passed: 

"Whereas,  on  account  of  the  limited  space  at  our  disposal  in  the  Advocate 
it  is  hard  to  adequately  present  the  woman's  missionary  work  of  our  church,  and 
because  there  is  a  possibility  of  our  losing-  that  avenue  of  expression,  therefore 
be  it  resolved 

"1.  That  this  conference  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  establish  its 
own  missionary  organ,  a  monthly  missionary  bulletin. 

"2.  That  we,  as  conference  officers,  auxiliary  officers,  and  auxiliary  women 
endorse  and  support  it  by  our  prayers,  our  subscriptions,  and  our  letters. 

"Mrs.  LeGrand  Everett,  Mrs.  Harvey  Boney,  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  Mrs. 
F.  B.  McKinne,  Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott." 

Mrs.  Everett  explained  in  her  report  as  editor  of  the  two  columns 
allotted  to  the  North  Carolina  Conference  on  the  Woman's  page  of 
the  North  Carolina  Christian  Advocate,  that  she  had,  as  directed,  asked 
for  a  whole  page  for  the  sole  use  of  this  conference,  but  that  the 
Advocate  Company  could  not  grant  it,  though  promising  to  do  the  best 
they  could  by  the  conference. 

Folders,  carrying  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  circle  plan, 
were  furnished  for  distribution,  according  to  the  directions  of  the 
conference  of  the  previous  year.  This  circle  plan  was  another  of  our 
conference's  "firsts."  At  the  time  it  was  drafted  there  was  not  one  in 
use  in  our  church,  as  its  author  was  advised  from  Nashville  when  she 
wrote  for  such  a  plan,  and  they  sent  her  a  folder  setting  forth  the 
merits  of  circle  work  prepared  by  Mrs.  Winnsborough  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church. 

New  Auxiliaries 

South  Mills,  January,  1920.  The  "Alice  Spencer  Auxiliary"  was  organized 
in  January,  1920.  Our  church  is  only  about  35  years  old,  and  there  had  not  been 
a  woman's  missionary  society  there  prior  to  that  time.  There  was  a  Ladies'  Aid 
Society,  which  through  the  instrumentality  of  Mrs.  Daniel  Lane,  we  converted 
into  a  woman's  missionary  society,  as  we  wanted  a  broader  field  than  the  Aid 
Society  gave  us  in  which  to  work.  Mrs.  R.  L.  Davis  organized  a  Bright  Jewel 
Band  a  little  more  than  20  years  ago,  and  though  we  have  no  Young  People's 
Missionary  Society,  our  young  people  have  had  an  Epworth  League. — Emily 
Lane  Spencer. 
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Pinetofs,  January,  1920.  Our  society  was  organized  in  Pinetops  in  January,. 
1920,  by  Mrs.  L.  L.  Smith,  with  these  members:  Mesdames  L.  L.  Smith,  B.  R. 
Stokes,  B.  F.  Dunn,  A.  M.  Webb,  and  Misses  Cinnye  Crisp  and  Agnes  Moore. 
We  have  grown  from  6  to  20  members,  just  a  small  band  of  workers  in  a  small 
town,  but  doing  the  best  we  can. — Mrs.  A.  M.  Webb. 

Elm  City,  January,  1920.  For  many  years  we  had  an  Aid  Society,  which, 
in  January,  192  0,  was  converted  into  a  woman's  missionary  society  by  Mrs.  S.  T. 
Moyle,  with  these  members:  Mesdames  John  L.  Bailey,  J.  L.  Barnes,  E.  R. 
Brinkley,  Frank  Carter,  Adrian  Dixon,  W.  H.  Dixon,  J.  D.  Dawes,  B.  A.  Harrell- 
son,  T.  S.  Hedgepeth,  O.  J.  Harrison,  Lucy  Hines,  S.  T.  Moyle,  E.  G.  Moore, 
E.  O.  McGowan,  Jr.,  Malinda  Patterson,  W.  G.  Sharpe,  L.  L.  Sloop,  Iredell 
Williams,  R.  S.  Wells,  E.  C.  Winstead,  Bettie  Winstead,  J.  T.  Watson,  C.  E. 
Watson,  W.  E.  Moore,  and  Misses  Roselle  Braswell,  Bessie  Ebey,  Doretha  Farmer, 
and  Lucile  Moore.  The  Bright  Jewels  Band  was  organized  in  1910  by  Mrs. 
W.  T.  Phipps,  with  these  members:  Harvey  and  Ruth  Brinkley ;  Beulah,  Nora 
May,  and  Jack  Barnes ;  Emma  Bailey;  Floyd  Cobb,  Nellie  Dawes;  Louise,  Bessie, 
Jennie  Mae,  Grace  and  Carroll  Dixon;  Wesley  Doles;  Edward  and  Valmonte 
Hedgepeth;  William  Langley;  Ella  Montague;  Eleanor  Phipps;  Bailey  and 
Noell  Pridgen;  Loyd,  William,  and  Dorothy  Sharpe;  Hortense,  Lydia,  Rosa  Lee, 
and  Albert  Wells;  Rose,  Lillie,  Edna,  Helen,  Will  Tonn,  and  Nina  Winstead; 
Jim,  Gladys,  and  Bessie  Gray  Wallace;  Roger,  Jim,  Duke,  and  Clayton  Williams. 
The  Bright  Jewel  Band  was  converted  into  the  Junior  Missionary  Society  in 
June,  1926. — Mrs.  B.  F.  Barnes. 

Jane  K.  Meadows,  New  Bern,  January  30,  1920.  Our  auxiliary  was  organ- 
ized for  the  purpose  of  enlisting  the  young  women  of  the  church  who  were  not 
interested  in  missions,  and  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Jane  K.  Meadows,  dear  to  the  people 
of  the  church,  whose  influence  still  lingered  to  become  the  inspiration  of  one  of 
the  most  forceful  organizations  the  church  has  ever  known.  The  officers  elected 
were:  President,  Mrs.  C.  Whit  Gaskins;  1st  and  2nd  vice-presidents,  Mesdames 
L.  A.  Freeman  and  L.  E.  Lancaster;  recording  secretary,  Miss  Londa  Shamburger; 
corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Richardson;  treasurer,  Mrs.  R.  L.  Daniels; 
superintendent  of  Study,  Mrs.  W.  G.  Hayes,  of  Social  Service,  Mrs.  D.  M. 
Roberts;  agent  for  "The  Missionary  Voice,"  Mrs.  Hubert  Tolson;  pianist,  Mrs. 
Garland  Baker.  The  64  charter  members  adopted  "Carry  On"  for  their  watch- 
word. They  were  Mesdames  Ada  Avery,  Garland  Baker,  C.  S.  Barker,  J.  Curtis 
Bagg,  Edward  Berry,  Jr.,  C.  O.  H.  Boyd,  W.  B.  Blades,  Jr.,  K.  K.  Chapman, 
Lizzie  Congdon,  W.  W.  Chadwick,  W.  J.  Caroon,  R.  L.  Daniels,  Charles  Ellison, 
A.  M.  Franklin,  A.  L.  Freeman,  C.  Whit  Gaskins,  R.  D.  Grantham,  W.  W. 
Gaskins,  John  Guion,  W.  G.  Hayes,  J.  T.  Hellinger,  James  B.  Hill,  Matthew 
Hall,  Guy  Hamilton,  J.  H.  Harrell,  J.  L.  Hartsfleld,  John  Holland,  Henry 
Jackson,  L.  E.  Lancaster,  Herbert  Land,  O.  W.  Lane,  Eldridge  Mitchell,  Wade 
Meadows,  D.  M.  Parker,  Carlton  Parsons,  Edwin  Richardson,  D.  M.  Roberts, 
Fred  Scott,  Fleet  Smallwood,  L.  M.  Swindell,  H.  A.  Tolson,  Charles  E.  Taylor, 
John  R.  Taylor,  Albert  Willis,  David  Willis,  W.  C.  Winslow,  Henry  Willis, 
Ernest  Wood,  F.  P.  Welleur,  and  Misses  Charlotte  Davis,  Anna  HanfF,  Charlotte 
Howard,  Hattie  Lokey,  Sara  Stewart,  Inez  Styron,  Lelia  Styron,  Londa  Sham- 
burger,  Mesdames  John  Suter,  Jr.,  W.  E.  Street,  and  Howard  Styron. 

Mrs.  Gaskins,  the  first  president,  was  not  only  a  splendid  Christian,  character 
but  also  a  charming  personality,  of  literary  and  executive  ability.  The  Committee 
on  Local  Work  with  the  officers,  composed  the  first  Council,  and  six  circles  were 
soon  formed.  A  mission  study  class  was  organized,  and  from  the  beginning  these 
classes  have  been  attended  with  unusual  interest,  especially  in  1922,  two  mission 
study  classes  conducted  by  Mrs.  W.  W.  Millett,  and  a  series  of  Bible  studies  in 
the  early  spring  concluding  with  a  week's  Bible  conference  in  which  the  whole 
church  joined.  Our  auxiliary  in  192  3  was  the  first  to  obtain  conference  credits 
for  standard  classes  in  mission  and  Bible  study,  and  in   1924  was  the  first  and 
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only  one  that  made  the  study  honor  roll  100%  on  the  Study  Standard  of  Excel- 
lence. At  the  request  of  the  Elizabeth  Hendren  auxiliary,  we  assumed  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Bright  Jewels  in  1922.  In  that  year  we  lost  our  first  member  by 
death,  Mrs.  Clara  Green  Dill,  and  our  beloved  president,  Mrs.  C.  Whit  Gaskins, 
moved  to  Asheville — we  made  her  a  life  member  in  1924.  With  the  aid  of 
Messrs.  Wade  and  Edd  Meadows  in  1925  we  financed  a  scholarship  at  Scarritt, 
Miss  Katie  Herndon  being  the  beneficiary.  We  raised  $100.00  in  1926  for  our 
Lucy  Cuninggim  School  in  Korea,  and  completed  our  quota  for  the  Belle  Bennett 
Memorial  Fund.  Mrs.  W.  C.  Chadwick,  Mrs.  Gertie  Matthews,  Mrs.  Alton  Robin- 
son, Mrs.  J.  W.  Harrell,  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Wooten  have  also  served  as  our  faithful 
presidents  and  vice-presidents.  Mrs.  W.  F.  Richardson  has  been  our  most  efficient 
recording  secretary  since  our  organization,  the  only  one  of  the  original  number 
still  in  office.  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  conference  superintendent  of  Children's 
Work,  is  one  of  our  valued  members.  We  meet  all  obligations  and  generously 
support  the  local  work.  Between  March,  1920,  and  1927  we  sent  to  conference 
treasurer  $5,616.15,  and  expended  $8,5  83.60  on  local  work.  In  the  loyal,  un- 
selfish leadership  of  its  officers,  in  the  unity  of  spirit  and  harmonious  co-opera- 
tion of  its  members,  the  Jane  K.  Meadows  auxiliary  has  grown  steadily  in  its 
sphere  of  service  and  influence. — Mrs.  Ernest  H.  Wood. 

Clarke  Street,  Rocky  Mount,  March  10,  1920.  Mrs.  B.  B.  Slaughter  and 
Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson  organized  our  auxiliary  on  the  10th  of  March,  1920, 
with  these  members:  Mesdames  B.  B.  Slaughter,  J.  M.  Baker,  H.  F.  Hinson,  D. 
Kornegay,  L.  C.  Green,  J.  F.  Carpenter,  B.  F.  Worsley,  and  Miss  Lillie  Saunders. 
The  children  were  organized  on  the  8th  of  September,  192  3,  by  Mrs.  E.  W. 
Noble,  with  these  members:  Jessie  and  Martha  Carroll,  Virginia  Eason,  Eunice 
and  Clifton  Felton,  Gertrude  and  Lula  Epperson,  Jack  Harper,  J.  O.  Herring, 
Bertram,  Delia,  and  Nellie  Noble,  Edna  Lane,  Ellen  and  Susan  Singleton,  and 
Annie  Winstead. — Mrs.  J.  M.  Baker. 

Green  Lake,  April,  1920.  Our  auxiliary  was  organized  in  April,  1920,  by 
Mrs.  T.  J.  Fletcher  and  Miss  Georgia  Biggs,  with  these  members:  Mesdames 
Ella  Fletcher,  G.  G.  Terry,  W.  O.  Ellerbe,  A.  T.  Hutchinson,  J.  A.  Hutchinson, 
C.  W.  Gibson,  E.  B.  O'Brien,  W.  R.  Mcintosh,  T.  J.  Fletcher,  and  Misses 
Bernice  Terry,  Berta  Gibson,  and  Mary  Gibson.  In  the  same  month  Mrs.  T.  J. 
Fletcher  and  Mrs.  Mcintosh  organized  the  children  with  these  members:  Jack 
and  Wilma  Cockman,  Thomas  and  Curtis  Fletcher,  Clarice  and  John  McRae 
Ellerbe,  Elizabeth  Terry,  Alice  and  Josephine  Covington,  and  William  Mcintosh. 
This  auxiliary,  in  a  rural  church,  furnished  in  Mrs.  T.  J.  Fletcher  the  first 
chairman  of  the  Richmond  County  Zone  Federation. — Mrs.  T.  J.  Fletcher. 

Milwaukee,  1920.  Our  auxiliary  was  organized  in  Milwaukee  in  1920  by 
Mrs.  John  Woods,  who  was  made  president. — Mrs.  L.  C.  Davis. 

Mt.  Herman,  Route  1,  Chapanoke,  1920.  Our  society  is  only  six  or  seven 
years  old,  and  the  children's  still  younger.  We  had  so  few  young  people,  we 
included  them  in  either  the  adult  or  children's  work.  Tradition  says  that  several 
times  a  missionary  society  was  organized,  to  meet  only  a  few  times  and  then 
die,  but  this  latest  one  is  living,  and  we  are  working  the  best  we  can. — Mrs. 
R.  L.  Daniels. 

The  Sixth  Sabbatical  Year's  Gifts 

The  year  1920  was  the  closing  year  of  the  sixth  Sabbath  of  Years. 
What  offerings  had  the  missionary  women  of  Southern  Methodism 
laid  upon  His  altar  during  that  time? 

In  service,  there  were  250,362  women,  young  people,  and  chil- 
dren at  work  for  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of  missions  through 
9,574  auxiliaries.  On  the  foreign  field  136  of  our  women  were  serv- 
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ing  Him  as  teachers,  evangelists,  social  workers,  doctors  and  nurses: 
51  in  China,  21  in  Korea,  12  in  Japan,  25  in  Brazil,  14  in  Mexico, 
7  in  Cuba,  6  in  Africa;  with  7  missionary  teachers:  2  in  Cuba,  1  in 
Mexico,  1  in  Korea,  and  3  in  China.  In  the  home  land  the  work  was 
being  done  by  71  deaconesses,  26  home  missionaries,  and  16  deaconess 
probationers.  In  addition,  there  were  many  volunteer  helpers  in  places 
where  need  was. 

The  offerings  in  money  amounted  to  $5,803,633.09,  the  grand 
total  for  those  seven  years.  Our  property  was  valued  at  $2,314,322.00 
on  the  foreign  field,  and  at  $3,842,822.00  in  the  home  land  includ- 
ing Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School. 

In  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  at  the  close  of  1920,  there 
were  215  Adult  Auxiliaries,  with  6,243  members;  75  Young  People's 
Societies,  with  1,332  members;  141  Junior  Divisions,  with  4,236 
members;  76  Baby  Divisions,  with  1,139  members;  1,864  subscribers 
to  "The  Missionary  Voice";  857  to  "Young  Christian  Worker." 

The  total  amount  of  money  raised  for  all  purposes  during  those 
seven  years  was  $363,540.60,  in  which  was  included  $15,782.24  by 
the  Young  People  and  $26,813.82  by  the  Children. 

The  following  scholarships  were  sufforted:  "Mary  Frances  Hay," 
Wonsan,  Korea,  by  Centenary  Auxiliary,  New  Bern;  "Emma  Finlay- 
son,"  Bello  Horizonte,  Brazil,  by  Faison  Auxiliary;  "Mamie  Barrett," 
Petropolis,  Brazil,  by  Franklinton  Young  People;  "Mary  T.  Pescud," 
Rio,  Brazil,  by  Mary  Pescud  Auxiliary  of  Edenton  Street  Church, 
Raleigh;  "Minnie  Mangum  Wilson,"  Porto  Alegre,  Brazil,  by  Max- 
ton  Young  People's  Auxiliary;  "Delia  Bobbitt,"  Soochow,  China,  by 
Banks  Chapel  Auxiliary;  "Bettie  Vann,"  Songdo,  Korea,  by  Franklin- 
ton Young  People  No.  2;  "Lula  Hester  Rhodes,"  Mary  Keener  Insti- 
tute, Mexico,  by  Littleton  College;  "Elizabeth  Stagg,"  Rio,  Brazil, 
by  Bright  Jewels  of  Memorial  Church,  Durham;  "Lillian  Gill," 
Petropolis,  Brazil,  by  Laurinburg  Young  People;  "Annie  Dixon," 
Wonsan,  Korea,  by  Goldsboro  Young  People;  "Maude  Jones,"  Soo- 
chow, China,  by  Red  Springs  Young  People;  "Sarah  Margaret 
Barnes,"  Petropolis,  Brazil,  by  Maxton  Auxiliary;  "Ella  Martin 
Page,"  Petropolis,  Brazil,  by  Biscoe  Young  People;  "Clara  Martin," 
Songdo,  Korea,  by  Mrs.  Frank  Page;  "Fannie  Westbrook,"  Bello 
Horizonte,  Brazil,  by  Faison  Auxiliary;  "Lucy  R„  Williams,"  by  Miss 
L.  R.  Williams;  "Margaret  Brown  Gates,"  Brazil;  "Hortense  Rog- 
ers"; Deaconess  Scholarship;  "Pat  Leak,"  Brevard,  N.  C,  by  Mary 
Steele  Auxiliary,  Rockingham;  "Lillie  Duke,"  Carolina  Institute,  by 
Miss  Duke's  Sunday  School  Class,  Durham;  Zung;  "Mary  Ella  Mc- 
Call";  Brevard;  Scarritt. 

Bible  Women  Sufforted:  "S.  W.  Humber,"  Soochow,  China,  rr- 
Mrs.  S.  W.   Humber;    "Ethel   Mercer,"  Soochow,   China,   by  Red 
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Springs  Auxiliary;  "Fannie  Wood  Steele,"  Wonsan,  Korea,  by  Rock- 
ingham Young  People;  "Jessie  Gray,"  Wonsan,  Korea,  by  Lumberton 
Young  People ;  "Elizabeth  Stanback,"  Soochow,  China,  by  Mount 
Gilead  Young  People;  "Helen  Clark  Fitts,"  China,  by  Sanford  Aux- 
iliary; "Lou  Hill  Davis,"  Wonsan,  Korea,  by  Louisburg  Auxiliary; 
"Beatrice  Jenkins,"  Wonsan,  Korea,  by  Banks  Chapel  and  Cary  Aux- 
iliaries; "Mary  Harris,"  China,  by  Mrs.  J.  A.  Turner,  Louisburg; 
"Roxana  Humble  H.  Wilkins,"  by  Carthage;  "Mary  F.  Humble,"  by 
Mrs.  Mary  F.  Humble,  Jonesboro;  "Sallie  Smith,"  China,  by  Mrs. 
Mary  F.  Humble;  Japanese,  by  Aurora  Auxiliary;  "Malene  Harrell 
Grant  Memorial  Fund,"  by  Gates  County  Institute,  Mrs.  S.  I.  Harrell 
and  Rev.  T.  McM.  Grant;  "Mrs.  Ozakie";  "Saka  Hosakana";  un- 
named, by  Washington  District;  "Isadora  Sills";  unnamed,  by  New 
Bern  District;  unnamed,  by  Nashville  Auxiliary;  unnamed,  by  Farm- 
ville  Auxiliary;  Evangelistic  Helper  for  Miss  Alice  Green;  "Katherine 
Anderson  Hawkins";  undirected  special;  in  China — not  named; 
"Annie  Dewey";  "Mrs.  Nyi;"  "Mrs.  U.  Malda";  "Sarah  Cunning- 
ham Granger";  "Bertha  Dalton." 

Missionaries  Supported:  Miss  Madge  Hendry,  Davidson  Memorial, 
Soochow,  China,  by  Laurinburg  and  Young  People's  Auxiliaries;  Miss 
Mary  T.  Pescud,  Petropolis,  Brazil;  Miss  Elizabeth  Lamb,  Porto  Ale- 
gre,  Brazil;  Miss  Ida  Hankins,  Seoul,  Korea;  Miss  Annie  Clare 
Bradshaw,  Huchow,  China;  Miss  Mattie  Ivey,  Seoul,  Korea  (if  she 
returned);  Miss  Lillian  Moore  (a  missionary  candidate);  Miss  Sallie 
Lou  McKinnon,  China. 

Specials  Supported:  Retirement  Fund,  Scarritt  Endowment  Fund, 
McTyeire  School,  Blanche  Fentress  School,  Rio  School,  Reavis  School, 
Joy  Hardie  School,  Mary  Helm  School,  Miss  Lamb's  School,  Alice 
Cobb  Bible  School,  Korean  Widows,  Nurses  Training  School,  Piano 
at  Carolina  Institute,  Mrs.  Parker's  School,.  Rev.  F.  K.  Gamble,  hon- 
orary life  members,  checks  from  Miss  Page,  Mrs.  Frank  Page,  and 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Stagg,  Mary  Black  Hospital,  on  Miss  Green's  salary,  Wo- 
man's Work  in  Japan,  Memorial  Fund  (Baby  Division),  Life  Mem- 
bership (Baby  Division),  bequest  from  Mrs.  Zimmerman,  Scarritt 
Endowment. 

Volunteers  for  missionary  service:  Misses  Rosa  Lowder,  Sallie  Lou 
McKinnon,  Mary  Ella  McCall,  Jennie  Congleton,  and  Mary  Nichols. 

This  chapter  opened  with  a  quotation  from  the  annual  message  of 
the  president  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council,  Miss  Belle  Harris 
.Bennett,  before  that  body  in  1915,  and,  in  view  of  the  record  of  the 
years  of  the  sixth  Sabbath  of  Years  just  closing,  no  more  fitting  words 
than  these,  spoken  in  1918,  from  the  same  great  heart  and  mind,  could 
be  selected  to  close  it: 

"We  have  again  reached  the  close  of  a  quadrennium,  a  quadrennium  that 
.will  be  recalled  in  the  years  to  come  as  having-  consummated  a  strong  church- 
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wide  organic  union  of  the  woman's  home  and  foreign  missionary  forces  of 
Southern  Methodism.  That  which  eight  years  ago  was  begun  in  doubt  and  fear 
has  been  accomplished  in  a  loving  fellowship  of  service  that  has  brought  the 
joy  of  the  Lord  to  many  hearts,  and,  to  many  others,  the  blessed  assurance  of 
things  hoped  for  in  faith  and  prayer  through  long  years  of  watching  and  wait- 
ing. Who  among  us  now  would  have  it  otherwise  ?  Who  among  us  would  again 
separate  this  united  division  of  our  Lord's  church  militant,  'created  in  Christ 
Jesus  for  good  works,  which  Goo1  afore  prepared,  that  we  should  walk  in  them'?" 


CHAPTER  ELEVEN 

The  Seventh  Sabbath  of  Years,  1921-1927 

THE  JUBILEE  YEAR,  1928 

"The  Council  has  builded  an  unseen  altar  where  continually  burn  the  flames 
of  high  thinking,  of  noble  enthusiasm,  of  lofty  ideals,  of  longing  for  service." 

.      — Mrs.  F.  F.  Stephens. 

Southern  Methodist  women  entered  the  seventh  Sabbatical  Year  of 
their  work  under  vastly  different  conditions  from  those  under  which 
our  pioneer  women  initiated  it.  A  trained  leadership,  informed  on 
world  conditions  and  humanity's  needs,  knowing  the  church  at  home 
with  its  dependable  assets,  supported  by  a  loyal  constituency  and  hold- 
ing a  legal  place  of  authority  in  the  church,  was  working,  without 
opposition,  to  carry  out  its  well  planned  programs  through  a  connec- 
tional  organization  well  nigh  perfect  in  its  mechanism,  and  efficiently 
directing  activities  that  had  grown  into  a  great  business  concern,  rais- 
ing, investing  and  disbursing  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  each 
year,  with  branches  and  workers  in  many  places  in  every  part  of  the 
world.  Aside  from  their  special  business  of  acting  messengers  of  the 
King,  there  was  no  field  of  endeavor  in  which  they  might  not  work 
to  better  social  conditions  and  to  minister  to  the  needs  of  mankind, 
whether  physical,  mental,  or  spiritual.  They  touched  life  every  where 
to  lift  it,  to  heal  it,  to  enlighten  it,  to  save  it  through*  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  They  were  equal  to  any  emergency,  ready  and  eager  to 
do  their  bit  to  carry  on  in  any  crisis.  Through  them,  thus,  the  Wo- 
man's Missionary  Society  has  become  a  recognized  force  to  be  counted 
upon  to  contribute  effective  service  to  worth-while  activities  in  every 
community  into  which  it  enters,  -and  a  power  for  civic  righteousness 
which  has  won  for  it  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who  have  any 
knowledge  of  it.  And  it  has  manifested  that  in  matters  which  affect 
its  standards,  it  has  power  even  to  influence  legislation  and  to  bring 
about  results  in  conflicts  which  it  does  not  usually  enter  as  an  organiza- 
tion. Because  of  its  "high  thinking,  its  noble  enthusiasm,  its  lofty  ideals, 
its  longing  for  service,"  it  has  come  to  be  an  ally  to  be  courted  and 
an  enemy  to  be  feared  in  the  forwarding  of  any  movement  in  which 
it  elects  to  take  an  active  part.  Our  great  Bishop  Lambuth  said  that 
"loyalty  to  a  purpose  always  commands  the  admiration  of  men,  be- 
cause loyalty  costs,  and  men  in  all  ages  appreciate  the  spirit  of  heroic 
devotion  to  a  cause."  Not  only  is  that  true  of  men,  but  of  God,  Who 
blesses  with  His  approval  the  loyal  obedience  of  these  His  servants  to 
His  greatest  commission  to  teach  all  nations  of  Him. 

1922.  General  Conference  Legislation 

The  General  Conference  of  1922  was  a  memorable  one,  in  that 
women,  for  the  first  time,  were  present  as  delegates.  There  were  24 


Seven  Times  Seven 


335 


of  them,  all  except  5  being  members  of  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Council.  From  North  Carolina,  Mrs.  H.  A.  Dunham  of  Asheville, 
corresponding  secretary  of  the  Western  Carolina  Conference  Society, 
and  Mrs.  J.  LeGrand  Everett  of  Rockingham,  superintendent  of 
study  in  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society,  were  in  attendance 
as  delegates  from  their  respective  annual  conferences.  The  absence  of 
Miss  Belle  Bennett  on  account  of  her  extreme  illness  was  deeply 
lamented  by  all  these  women,  her  personal  friends  and  co-workers. 
Upon  the  announcement  of  the  seriousness  of  her  Condition,  the  con- 
ference paused  in  its  business  for  the  offering  of  a  special  prayer  for 
her  by  Bishop  John  M.  Moore. 

At  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Revisals,  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  voted  to  make  the  president  of  the  woman's  mission- 
ary society  a  member  of  the  quarterly  conference,  and  the  district  sec- 
retary of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Conference  Society  a  member  of 
her  district  conference. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  had  before  it  a  memorial  from  the 
Board  of  Missions  asking  for  the  formation  of  three  Boards — a  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions,  a  Board  of  Home  Missions,  and  a  Woman's 
Board  of  Missions.  Instead  of  that,  however,  the  "Committee  recom- 
mended the  formation  of  a  Board  of  Missions  with  its  work  segre- 
gated into  three  departments,  a  Foreign  Department,  a  Home  Depart- 
ment, and  a  Department  of  Woman's  Work,  to  be  administered  by 
co-ordinate  secretaries,"  submitting  a  constitution  for  such  a  Board. 
The  membership  of  this  Board  was  to  include  "a  president,  a  vice- 
president"  (the  General  Secretary  was  dropped),  "2  Administrative 
Secretaries  for  the  General  Foreign  Work,  2  for  the  General  Home 
Work,  and  4  for  the  Woman's  Work,"  (instead  of  "4  [if  necessary] 
for  the  Department  of  Foreign  Missions,  and  4  [if  necessary]  for 
the  Department  of  Home  Missions)";  "1  or  more  secretaries  of  Home 
Cultivation  for  each  department"  (instead  of  4  educational  secretaries 
[if  necessary]  )  ;  "a  candidate  secretary  for  each  department,  a  treas- 
urer for  the  General  Department,  a  treasurer  for  Woman's  Work," 
(instead  of  "an  assistant  treasurer  [who  shall  be  a  woman"]);  "38 
managers,  one  from  each  annual  conference  in  the  United  States,  of 
whom  12  shall  be  preachers,  and  26  lay  members  of  whom  14  shall 
be  women"  (instead  of  "30  managers  of  whom  10  shall  be  preachers, 
10  laymen,  and  10  women  [one  of  whom  shall  be  the  president  of 
the  Woman's  Missionary  Council"]);  "the  effective  bishops"  (instead 
of  merely  "the  bishops");  "5  members  at  large;  the  secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Church  Extension;  the  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Lay  Activi- 
ties; the  president  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council;  the  Sunday 
school  editor;  the  General  Secretary  of  the  Epworth  League  Board; 
the  editor  of  the  'Christian  Advocate',"  (instead  of  "the  corresponding 
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secretary  of  the  Board  of  Church  Extension,  corresponding  secretary 
of  the  Epworth  League  Board,  secretary  of  the  Sunday  School  Board, 
and  the  president  and  General  Secretary  of  the  Layman's  Missionary 
Movement  shall  be  ex  officio  members").  "The  secretaries  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Department  of  Woman's  Work  shall  be  women.  Pro- 
vided that  the  secretaries  and  treasurers  shall  not  have  the  right  to 
vote  on  their  recommendations  nor  with  reference  to  their  activities." 

The  manner  of  electing  the  Board  provided  that  "Said  Board 
shall  be  elected  quadrennially  as  follows:  The  president,  vice-president, 
and  38  managers,  by  the  General  Conference  on  nomination  of  the 
Committee  on  Missions,  who  shall  have  as  a  basis  of  choice,  one 
preacher,  one  layman,  and  one  woman  from  each  conference,  the 
men  on  nomination  of  the  annual  conference,  and  the  women  on 
nomination  of  the  Conference  Woman's  Missionary  Societies.  The  5 
members  at  large  shall  be  elected  by  the  General  Conference  on  nomi- 
nation of  the  Committee  on  Missions,  and  shall  be  chosen  for  their 
fitness  and  proximity  of  residence  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Board  for 
service  on  committees.  The  administrative  secretaries,  men  and  wo- 
men, shall  be  elected  by  ballot  by  the  General  Conference  at  the  time 
of  the  election  of  the  other  connectional  officers.  The  Home  Cultiva- 
tion and  Candidate  secretaries  and  treasurers  shall  be  elected  quad- 
rennially by  the  incoming  Board,  the  women  on  nomination  of  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Council  and  the  men  on  nomination  of  the 
department  in  which  they  work."  The  old  Board  had  been  elected 
quadrennially  by  the  General  Conference,  "the  president,  vice-presi- 
dent and  managers  on  nomination  of  the  Committee  on  Missions;  the 
General  Secretary  by  ballot  at  the  time  of  the  election  of  the  other 
connectional  officers.  .  .  .  The  secretaries  for  Foreign  Missions, 
the  secretaries  for  Home  Missions,  the  educational  secretaries,  the 
treasurer  and  assistant  treasurer  by  the  incoming  Board,  the  women  on 
nomination  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council." 

An  entirely  new  Article  was  introduced  to  provide  for  the  Depart- 
ment of  Woman's  Work:  "The  Department  of  the  Board  of  Mis- 
sions Woman's  Work  shall  administer  the  missionary  work  of  the 
church  in  the  United  States  and  in  foreign  fields,  primarily  for  women 
and  children  formerly  administered  by  the  Board  of  Missions  Woman's 
Work  and  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council.  This  department  shall 
consist  of  the  women  members  of  the  Board  and  the  secretaries  of  the 
Department  of  Woman's  Work,  who  shall  constitute  a  standing  com- 
mittee of  the  Board.  The  department  shall  develop  plans  and  policies 
to  be  put  into  effect  through  the  action  of  the  Board.  The  department 
shall  conduct  its  work  in  two  sections,  the  section  of  Home  Work  and 
the  section  of  Foreign  Work. 

"The  section  of  Foreign  Missions,  Woman's  Work,  shall  administer  the  work 
primarily  for  women  and  children  in  foreign  lands  and  such  other  work  as  shall 
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be  hereafter  developed  under  these  provisions,  the  funds  appropriated  for  the 
same,  and  shall  direct  the  work  of  the  missionaries  of  the  Board  of  Missions  in 
foreign  fields  supported  by  the  Department  of  Woman's  Work,  who  shall  be 
subject  to  appointment  and  general  supervision  by  the  bishop  in  charge.  This 
department  may  co-operate  with  other  Boards  and  other  Christian  agencies  in 
the  promotion  and  administration  of  co-operative  institutions  and  lines  of  work 
on  the  foreign  fields.  The  work  of  this  section  shall  be  administered  by  the 
foreign  administrative  secretaries  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  Woman's  Work. 

"The  section  of  Home  Missions,  Woman's  Work,  shall  administer  all  mis- 
sions established  under  the  authority  of  this  Board  of  Missions  in  Continental 
United  States,  primarily  for  women  and  children,  except  such  as  shall  be  ad- 
ministered in  the  Department  of  Home  Missions  General  Work,  and  such  other 
work  as  shall  be  hereafter  developed  under  these  provisions,  including  deaconess 
work.  It  shall  administer  the  funds  appropriated,  and  shall  supervise  the  work 
of  the  missionaries  and  other  workers  of  the  Board  of  Missions  in  the  home 
field  who  are  supported  by  the  Department  of  Woman's  Work.  The  office  and 
work  of  deaconess  shall  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Department  of  Woman's 
Work.  The  office  of  deaconess  is  hereby  authorized."  The  law  regulating  the 
deaconess  is  then  given. 

The  section  of  Home  Cultivation,  and  the  Candidate  section  were 
new,  taking  the  place,  with  enlarged  duties,  of  the  educational  sec- 
retaries, and  providing  a  special  officer  for  the  cultivation  of  candi- 
dates for  missionary  work  at  home  and  abroad,  the  two  sections  co- 
operating in  developing  the  policies  and  methods  as  provided,  through 
a  committee  to  be  known  as  the  Home  Base  Committee  to  consist  of 
eleven  members  acting  under  Board  regulations.  These  officers  and 
duties  had  been  developed  in  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council  under 
by-laws  of  that  body  during  the  previous  quadrennium. 

It  was  provided  that  the  Executive  Committee  of  nine  members, 
three  of  them  women,  should  meet  monthly  instead  of  quarterly,  and 
that  four  of  its  members  might  arrest  action  and  have  the  matter  in 
question  referred  to  a  regular  or  called  meeting  of  the  Board,  and, 
further,  that  while  no  secretary  should  be  appointed  as  a  member  of 
this  committee,  all  the  secretaries  should  be  notified  of  its  meetings 
and  authorized  to  attend. 

The  duties  of  the  treasurer  were  practically  the  same,  but  the 
assistant  treasurer,  a  woman,  became  a  treasurer  of  the  Board,  co- 
ordinate with  the  treasurer  of  the  General  Work  of  the  Board,  hold- 
ing, with  him,  "the  funds  in  safe  deposit  in  the  name  of  the  Board  of 
Missions,  subject  to  the  drafts  of  the  administrative  secretaries  desig- 
nated by  the  Board,  payable  when  countersigned  by  the  treasurer." 

No  change  was  made  in  the  article  giving  authorization  for  Wo- 
man's Work,  but  the  membership  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council 
was  changed:  "It  shall  be  composed  of  a  president,  one  or  more  vice- 
presidents,  two  or  more  secretaries,  the  treasurer  for  Woman's  Work 
(instead  of  merely  'a  treasurer'),  superintendents  of  bureaus,  the 
corresponding  secretary  or  alternate,  the  president  or  alternate  of  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  each  annual  conference  society,  and 
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the  president  and  secretary  of  the  Deaconess  Workers'  Conference. 
The  secretaries  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  both  men  and  women,  the 
treasurer  for  Woman's  Work  of  the  Board,  the  General  Secretary  of 
the  Epworth  League  Board,  the  women  members  of  the  Board  of 
Missions,  and  ten  women  elected  at  large  by  the  Council  shall  be  mem- 
bers of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council"  (instead  of  "The  secretaries 
of  the  Board  of  Missions,  both  men  and  women,  the  assistant  treasurer, 
and  the  women  who  are  members  of  the  Board  of  Missions  shall  be 
ex  officio  members  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council."). 

A  Special  Committee  had  been  appointed  during  the  session  to  con- 
sider a  number  of  memorials  concerning  the  re-organization  of  the 
General  Boards.  It  was  the  sense  of  this  committee  that  the  number 
of  memorials  touching  the  various  phases  of  that  question  which  had 
come  before  them,  indicated  "a  widespread  dissatisfaction  with  the 
work  of  our  Boards  as  constituted,  and  a  demand  for  some  form  of 
consolidation  which  should  prevent  overlapping  and  promote  economy 
in  administration."  But  as  the  task  of  consolidation  was  too  compli- 
cated to  be  undertaken  in  the  short  period  of  time  allotted  to  a  General 
Conference  Committee,  it  was  recommended  that  a  Special  Commis- 
sion be  created  to  work  out,  during  the  quadrennium,  the  details  and 
legal  requirements  of  a  plan  to  consolidate  the  General  Boards  of  the 
church. 

It  was  voted  also  that  the  woman's  missionary  societies  should  be 
given  opportunity  to  contribute  as  organized  bodies  as  well  as  assisting 
the  effort  as  andividuals,  by  contributing  systematically  to  the  Superan- 
nuate Endowment  Fund,  the  amount  contributed  to  be  paid  through 
the  charge  organization,  the  charge  being  allowed  to  take  credit  on  its 
quota  for  the  amounts  so  contributed.  The  "Woman's  Missionary 
Council  was  requested  to  take  cognizance  of  the  special  effort  for 
Superannuate  Endowment,  looking  to  encourage  every  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Auxiliary  in  the  church  to  carry  out  such  a  program  of  co- 
operation as  might  be  arranged  and  recommended  by  the  Council." 

1922  Council  Legislation 
The  year  1921  was,  to  the  Council  leaders,  one  of  uncertainty  and 
anxiety,  for  it  was  anticipated  that  General  Conference  would  make 
great  changes  in  the  status  of  the  woman's  work  in  missions.  And,  as 
Mrs.  F.  F.  Stephens  said  in  1923  of  the  1922  Council  meeting,  "we 
met,  if  not  in  trembling,  at  least  in  a  sea  of  doubt."  The  Council  of 
1921  passed  a  resolution  "deploring  any  legislation  by  the  General 
Conference  which  would  lessen  its  present  powers  to  direct  and  operate 
its  work  during  the  coming  quadrennium."  Anticipating  changes  in  the 
constitution  of  the  Board  of  Missions  which  would  seriously  affect  the 
Woman's  Department,  a  called  executive  session  of  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Council  was  held  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  on  the  6th  and  7th 
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of  March,  1922,  which  was  attended  by  20  Council  officers  and  mana- 
gers, 32  conference  presidents  and  31  conference  corresponding  sec- 
retaries, among  them  being  Mrs.  Harvey  Boney,  corresponding  sec- 
retary of  the  North  Carolina  Conference.  At  this  meeting,  called  to 
study  the  status  of  the  Council  in  its  relation  to  the  Board  of  Missions, 
"Miss  Mabel  Howell  presented  the  'Facts  with  Reference-  to  the 
Organization  and  Administration  of  the  Board  of  Missions  in  Rela- 
tion to  the  Woman's  Work,'  setting  forth  by  quotations  from  the 
records,  the  history  of  the  unification  of  the  work,  with  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  constitution  of  the  Board  of  Missions  given  by  several 
officers  and  members  of  the  Commission  on  Unification  and  of  the 
General  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Missions.  Mrs.  Luke  Johnson  re- 
lated the  'Steps  taken  by  the  Council  Committee  on  General  Confer- 
ence Legislation,'  and  read  the  paper  prepared  by  the  committee,  which 
paper,  a  proposed  constitution,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  body. 
Bishop  John  M.  Moore  was  introduced  and  spoke  of  the  work  of  the 
commission  appointed  by  the  last  General  Conference  to  look  into  the 
consolidation  of  the  Home  Department  of  the  Board  of  Missions  and 
the  Board  of  Church  Extension,  which  had  resulted  in  the  recom- 
mendation that  the  Home  Department  of  the  Board  of  Missions  be 
set  apart  as  a  separate  Board  of  Home  Missions,  and  in  turn  had  raised 
the  issues  which  had  brought  the  Council  together:  the  relation  of  the 
Council  to  the  Board  of  Missions  and  the  administrative  powers  pos- 
sessed by  the  Council,  or  the  lack  of  such  powers." 

After  two  days  of  study,  of  informal  discussion  when  much  in- 
formation was  asked  and  given,  an  open  forum  conducted  by  Mrs. 
Stephens,  talks  by  Miss  Bennett  and  Mrs.  Johnson,  the  findings  of  a 
committee  of  seven,  a  number  of  motions  made,  amended,  and  lost, 
and  a  great  deal  of  prayer,  the  motion,  "that  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Council  be  continued,"  prevailed,  but  later  the  following  was  adopted 
as  a  substitute:  "That  we  petition  the  General  Conference  that  the  part 
of  the  constitution  of  the  Board  of  Missions  governing  the  woman's 
work  be  so  amended  as  to  define  and  secure  administrative  powers  of 
the  Woman's  Missionary  Council."  This  was  ordered  to  be  restated 
in  constitutional  form  for  presentation  to  the  General  Conference  by 
the  Legislative  Committee.  When  the  report  of  this  committee  was 
presented  to  the  Council  in  executive  session  during  its  regular  annual 
meeting  later  in  March,  there  was  much  discussion,  after  which  this 
substitute  for  the  report  was  adopted:  "That  the  present  Legislative 
Committee  be  given  authority  to  take  such  action  at  the  General  Con- 
ference and  to  further  such  legislation  as  they  deem  will  best  further 
the  interests  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council  according  to  the 
action  of  the  Memphis  resolution  to  have  the  administrative  powers  of 
the  Woman's  Missionary  Council  properly  defined  and  secured." 
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The  Council  voted  that  all  women  delegates  to  the  General  Con- 
ference who  were  members  of  Council  should  be  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  General  Conference  Legislation  to  serve  during  the  session 
of  the  General  Conference  in  May,  and  that  members  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Committee  who  were  not  members  of  the  General  Conference 
be  sent  to  the  conference  by  Council  to  take  their  part  in  the  work  of 
the  committee.  It  was  voted  also  "that  if  the  General  Conference 
should  take  action  which  required  changes  in  the  by-laws  of  the  Wo- 
man's Missionary  Council,  the  Executive  Committee  be  empowered 
to  consider  and  make  the  necessary  adjustments,  which  should  be  re- 
ferred to  the  By-Laws  Committee  for  statement  and  submission  to 
the  Council  by  correspondence/' 

At  that  meeting  the  election  of  officers  for  the  quadrennium  must 
be  held.  When  the  election  of  the  ten  women  as  managers  of  the  Board 
of  Missions  was  reached,  the  point  was  raised  that  action  by  the 
General  Conference  after  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  laity  rights,  in 
amending  Article  2  of  the  constitution  of  the  Board  of  Missions  by 
striking  out  all  designation  of  women  as  members  of  the  Board,  in- 
serting twenty  lay  members  instead  of  ten  laymen  and  ten  women,  had 
deprived  the  Council  of  any  right  to  nominate  ten  women  as  managers, 
of  the  Board  of  Missions.  After  discussion,  and  the  reading  from  the 
General  Conference  Journal  and  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the 
Council,  it  was  moved  by  Mrs.  Johnson,  and  seconded,  "that  whereas 
the  General  Conference,  in  1918,  by  the  change  of  law  in  the  com- 
position of  the  Board  of  Missions,  gave  no  authority  to  the  Council 
for  representation  on  the  Board  of  Missions  except  through  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Council,  ex  officio  members  of  the  Board,  we  show  that 
we  are  law  abiding  members  of  the  church  and  make  no  nominations 
to  the  General  Conference  of  managers  of  the  Board  of  Missions." 
The  substitute  for  this  motion,  that  they  "proceed  at  once  to  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  managers,"  was  adopted.  Miss  M.  L.  Gibson  and  Mrs. 
Luke  Johnson  were  elected,  and  both  resigned,  Mrs.  Johnson  "believ- 
ing such  an  election  unlawful."  Dr.  W.  W.  Pinson,  General  Secre- 
tary of  the  Board  of  Missions,  expressed  the  opinion  that  "the  Coun- 
cil might  with  perfect  legality  nominate  the  women  who  should  serve 
on  the  Board  of  Missions."  The  motion  then  prevailed  "that  the  Coun- 
cil proceed  to  the  nomination  of  ten  managers,  who,  under  the  changed 
by-laws  shall  be  managers  of  the  Council,  and,  in  case  the  Council 
has  representation  on  the  Board  of  Missions,  they  may  be  nominated 
to  serve  as  managers  on  that  Board." 

On  the  last  day  of  the  Council,  Dr.  Pinson  was  requested  to  read 
a  paper  on  a  suggested  plan  for  missionary  organization,  and  at  the 
evening  session  explained  it.  After  prolonged  discussion,  the  final  action 
taken  was  "that  the  paper  presented  by  Dr.  Pinson  be  referred  to  the 
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Council  Committee  on  General  Conference  Legislation  enlarged  by 
the  addition  of  all  secretaries  and  six  members  from  the  Council,  with 
instructions  that  the  committee  survey  the  possibilities  of  the  whole 
situation,  and  prepare  for  General  Conference  such  a  plan  as  shall 
secure  to  the  missionary  movement  of  the  church  and  to  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Council  the  largest  program  which  can  be  obtained."  As 
has  already  been  related  the  recommended  changes  made  by  the  Board 
of  Missions  were  not  adopted  as  made. 

It  will  be  seen  from  all  these  different  actions  just  how  dense  a 
"fog  of  doubt"  our  Council  leaders  were  in  at  this  time,  and  as  they 
had  the  interest  of  the  work  and  the  Council  also  so  deeply  at  heart 
one  must  sympathize  with  them  and  appreciate  all  they  were  trying  to 
do  for  both. 

((The  Standard  Year"  Protested 

The  "Committee  on  Protest  Against  the  Standard  Year"  made  its 
report.  This  was  a  Council  Committee  appointed  in  1921  to  represent 
the  conferences  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council  in  "a  protest  to 
the  Board  of  Missions,  on  the  initiative  and  the  motion  of  the  women 
of  the  conferences,  against  its  actions  in  its  annual  session  of  May, 
1920,  referring  for  final  action  the  paper  of  the  women  concerning 
the  funds  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  to  a  commission  which 
had  been  created  by  the  Board  itself.  The  women  believed  that  by  this 
action  the  Board  of  Missions  failed  to  protect  a  part  of  its  constituency 
and  also  yielded  its  right  to  protect  its  own  constitution."  This  report 
gave  a  brief  account  of  the  Centenary  Commission,  its  creation  by 
the  Board  of  Missions,  its  calling  a  meeting  of  one  hundred  selected 
men  and  women,  the  findings  of  this  committee,  and  the  approval  of 
them  by  the  Committee  on  Missions  of  the  1918  General  Conference 
with  their  recommendations  that  the  program  of  the  Committee  of 
One  Hundred  be  adopted  as  the  program  of  the  whole  church  and 
the  commitment  of  it  to  the  Centenary  Commission  to  carry  out. 
"That  Program"  also  recommended  that  all  plans  for  raising  the  ad- 
ditional funds  "be  so  laid  and  operated  as  not  to  hinder  but  to  help 
in  elevating  the  church's  normal  yearly  income  to  at  least  double  the 
present  amount  so  that  we  shall  be  in  a  position  at  the  end  of  five  years 
to  take  care  of  the  increased  yearly  demand  on  our  Board  growing 
out  of  the  five  years  of  extraordinary  expansion." 

The  women  understood  from  all  those  records,  that  the  General 
Conference  authorized  the  carrying  out  of  a  program  by  the  Centenary 
Commission  as  created  by  the  Board  of  Missions,  which  called  for 
(1)  certain  educational  propaganda,  (2)  collection  of  special  funds 
called  Centenary  funds,  and  (3)  a  yearly  increase  in  regular  funds. 
In  the  words  of  the  report,  "We  are  unable  to  find  that  the  General 
Conference  empowered  the  Centenary  Commission  to  set  aside  the 
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law  of  the  Board  of  Missions  in  prosecuting  its  plans,  yet  we  do  find 
that  a  small  committee  of  the  Centenary  Commission  in  Dallas,  Texas, 
September  20,  1918,  took  action  creating  the  'Standard  Year,'  which 
not  only  guaranteed  to  each  co-operative  agency  an  amount  equal  to 
its  1918  income,  but  which  put  all  regular  increases  over  the  income 
of  1918  into  the  Centenary  Fund.  We  claim  that  the  Centenary  Com- 
mission transcended  its  authority  by  this  action.  The  constitution  of 
the  Board  of  Missions,  Paragraph  283,  Article  15,  reads:  'The  revenue 
of  the  Board  of  Missions  shall  be  derived  from  apportionments  to  be 
distributed  to  the  several  annual  conferences  for  collection  in  every 
congregation;  and  from  the  Woman's  Missionary  Societies,  provided 
that  the  funds  raised  by  the  Woman's  Missionary  Societies  shall  be 
appropriated  to  the  work  established  by  them.'  Therefore  the  placing 
of  the  normal  increase  of  the  regular  income  of  the  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Council  into  the  Centenary  budget,  which  is  prorated  to  all 
participating  boards,  is  a  direct  violation  of  said  article. 

"There  was  distinct  understanding  and  often  repeated  instruction  during  the 
pre-Centenary  campaign,  that  members  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Societies  were 
to  give  to  the  Centenary  Fund  as  members  of  the  church,  and  that  the  funds 
contributed  through  the  missionary  societies  would  go,  as  in  the  past,  to  the 
objects  toward  which  they  were  directed  and  for  which  they  were  given.  We, 
therefore,  submit  that  the  placing  of  the  normal  increase  of  the  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Societies  into  the  Centenary  Fund  each  year  makes  the  missionary  societies 
donors  to  the  Centenary  Fund  in  direct  violation  of  campaign  agreement  and 
propaganda  which  is  impossible  of  explanation  to  the  members  of  the  confer- 
ences who  so  loyally  stood  by  the  Centenary  program  and  helped  to  raise  its 
funds  and  at  the  same  time  were  true  to  their  obligations  in  the  missionary  society. 
The  expenses  of  the  growing  work  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council  increase 
from  year  to  year.  It  becomes  necessary  to  cultivate  an  increasing  budget  for 
the  enlarging  work.  The  incentive  for  such  increase  is  lost'  when  the  women 
know  that  their  sacrificial  giving  to  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council  for  the 
support  of  its  growing  yearly  account  is  used  to  increase  the  Centenary  Fund, 
contrary  to  their  understanding.  Therefore,  we  submit  this  protest  in  behalf  of 
the  large  body  of  women  who  are  the  official  representatives  of  250,000  of  the 
most  loyal  members  of  the  church,  together  with  the  facts  as  found  in  the 
records,  requesting  that  you  will  give  further  consideration  to  the  case,  which 
we  present  to  you,  that  you  will  rescind  the  action  of  1920  and  take  such  action 
as  will  protect  the  funds  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  in  harmony  with 
the  constitution  of  the  Board  of  Missions." 

This  is  the  substance  of  the  protest  which  was  presented  to  the 
Board  of  Missions  in  annual  session  in  1921,  on  the  6th  of  May. 
Each  member  of  the  committee  was  allowed  to  speak  to  the  protest, 
and  it  was  discussed  during  the  remainder  of  the  day:  It  was  then  re- 
ferred to  a  sub-committee  of  six  members,  which  in  turn  recommended 
its  reference  to  a  committee  composed  of  one  bishop,  one  preacher,  one 
layman,  and  two  women,  with  the  instruction  that  a  solution  should 
be  found  agreeable  to  the  committee  and  concurred  in  by  all  the  sec- 
retaries. This  committee  agreed  upon  a  plan  of  distribution  which  in 
the  first  place  accepted  the  operation  of  the  standard  year  as  adminis- 
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tered  for  191.9  and  1920,  waiving  any  claims  made  before  to  any 
different  basis  for  division  for  that  time,  and  second  that  during  the 
remaining  three  years  of  the  Centenary  each  participating  body  and 
department  should  be  allowed  to  retain  and  supply  its  own  income 
from  assessments,  dues,  pledges,  and  distinctly  directed  donations, 
which  might  be  made  from  that  time,  and  from  the  Centenary  funds, 
given  as  such,  "each  year  of  the  first  $500,000,  $400,000  should  go 
to  the  General  Department  of  Foreign  Missions,  $60,000  to  the 
General  Department  of  Home  Missions,  and  $40,000  to  the  Board  of 
Church  Extension,  the  remainder  to  be  distributed  to  the  participating 
bodies  and  departments  according  to  the  percentages  heretofore  pre- 
vailing." Pledges  of  diligent  and  faithful  endeavor  to  collect  the 
Centenary  pledge  within  its  period  were  made,  also  that  no  special 
campaign  to  raise  money  should  be  made  during  that  time  by  any  of 
the  participating  agencies. 

"After  agreements  upon  the  paper  the  secretaries  were  called  into  the  meet- 
ing to  consider  the  paper.  x-\fter  much  discussion  the  fact  was  discovered  that  a 
secretary  of  the  Woman's  Council,  a  member  of  the  Centenary  Commission,  and 
other  men  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  were  inimical  to  this  change  in  the  plan 
of  the  standard  year  in  its  relation  to  Woman's  Work,  which  rendered  the  paper 
void." 

Concerning  Rationalism  and  the  Inspiration  of  the  Bible 
At  that  time  there  was  much  agitation  in  the  church  both  at  home 
and  on  the  foreign  field,  in  China  particularly,  concerning  the  atti- 
tude of  some  of  its  ministers  and  missionaries  towards  the  inspiration 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures  and  the  teaching  of  rationalism  in  institutions 
of  our  church.  Memorials  on  these  subjects  were  presented  to  the 
Council  from  the  Memphis  and  North  Carolina  Conferences  and 
from  the  woman's  auxiliary  at  Rockingham,  N.  C,  upon  which  the 
following  action  was  taken  by  the  Executive  Committee: 

"Your  committee  has  considered  the  memorials  from  the  Memphis  and 
North  Carolina  Conferences,  and  from  the  missionary  society  at  Rockingham, 
N.  C,  concerning-  the  inspiration  and  supreme  authority  of  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
and  the  teaching  of  rationalism  on  the  mission  fields  and  in  the  schools  and 
colleges  under  our  church.  We  submit  the  following  report: 

"1.  We  have  not  been  unmindful  of  the  unrest  in  the  church  at  home  and 
abroad  on  the  subject  treated  in  these  memorials,  and  have  been  concerned  that 
out  of  this  controversy  there  should  come  no  hurt  to  the  cause  of  Jesus  Christ. 
To  this  end  we  have  prayed  earnestly  and  worked  faithfully,  and  are  deeply 
concerned  that  the  representatives  of  our  church  at  home  and  abroad  should  give 
forth  no  uncertain  sound  on  the  great  fundamentals  of  our  faith. 

"2.  We  desire  to  record  our  full  belief  in  the  fundamental  doctrines  of 
Methodism.  It  is  the  supreme  purpose  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council  to 
reveal  Jesus  Christ  in  all  His  fullness,  the  Only  Begotten  of  the  Father,  as  the 
only  hope  of  a  lost  world. 

"3.  It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council  to  send  to 
the  field  only  thoroughly  trained  and  tested  workers.  We  have  trusted  our  chosen 
representatives  at  home  and  abroad  not  to  forget  that  they  have  the  honor  of 
the  church,  as  a  great  evangelizing  agency,  raised  up  by  God  Himself,  in  their 
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keeping,  and  to  so  speak  and  act  as  to  properly  represent  the  church  while 
officially  related  to  this  agency  of  the  church. 

"4.  We  do  not  feel  authorized  to  grant  the  request  for  the  appointment 
of  a  'committee  to  make  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  rumors  and  charges 
herein  suggested,'  for  the  following  reasons: 

"(l).  The  General  Conference,  the  supreme  law  making  body  of  the 
church,  in  creating  its  Board  of  Missions  and  providing  for  the  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Council,  did  not  grant  to  these  bodies  such  authority. 

"(2).  The  constitution  clearly  provides  that  great  care  should  be  had  in 
the  selection  of  candidates,  that  continuous  oversight  and  superintendence  should 
be  given  to  workers  on  the  field,  and  power  has  been  lodged  with  the  mission- 
ary agencies  of  the  church  to  recall  from  the  field  any  representative  who  may 
in  any  wise  misrepresent  or  embarrass  the  church.  This  duty  we  have  tried  to 
perform  and  are  giving  all  diligence  to  the  discharge  of  it  at  the  present  time. 

"(3).  A  report  will  be  made  of  the  Council's  work,  as  required  by  the 
law,  to  the  General  Conference.  It  is  the  business  of  the  General  Conference  to 
take  the  report  under  review,  and  that  body,  the  supreme  law  making  body  of 
the  church,  will  doubtless  be  able  to  reach  wise  conclusion  upon  all  questions 
involved  in  the  administration  of  missions  by  its  established  and  regular  agencies." 

"Mrs.  F.  F.  Stephens,  Vice-President, 
Mrs.  F.  S.  Parker,  Secretary." 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  first  day's  session,  there  was  read  and 
passed  a  resolution  signed  by  Mrs.  Harvey  Boney  and  Miss  May  Edla 
Smith  with  four  other  Council  members,  expressing  "their  great  ap- 
preciation of  the  president  and  Executive  Board  of  the  Council  with 
heartfelt  thanks  for  their  faithfulness  and  efficiency  as  our  leaders  and 
co-laborers  during  past  years  of  service  in  missions  for  our  Lord  and 
Master." 

Changes  in  By-Laws  and  Constitution 
In  1921  the  Council  discontinued  the  office  of  superintendent  of 
Supplies,  and  provided  for  the  work  of  that  department  to  be  done 
through  the  office  of  the  Home  Base  Secretary.  The  By-Law  Com- 
mittee was  instructed  to  so  change  the  by-laws  as  to  make  them  con- 
form to  this  ruling.  In  the  auxiliary  constitution,  this  sentence  was 
added  to  the  article  setting  forth  the  object  of  the  auxiliary:  "The 
auxiliary  shall  engage  in  definite  personal  missionary  work  in  its  own 
community,  such  as  systematic  friendly  visiting,  Bible  teaching,  cottage 
prayer  meetings,  and  other  lines  of  missionary  effort  with  the  un- 
churched, the  foreigners,  and  the  negroes."  The  articles  giving  the 
duties  of  the  superintendents  of  Social  Service  and  of  Local  Work 
were  amended  by  transferring  the  charity  work  of  the  church  from 
the  Local  Work  to  the  Social  Service  Department,  giving  that  super- 
intendent supervision  of  whatever  share  the  auxiliary  might  have  in 
the  constructive  relief  work  of  the  church;  and  to  the  superintendent 
of  Local  Work  was  given  the  especial  care  of  the  shut-in  and  the 
unchurched. 
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1922  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 
The  greatest  growth  in  1921  in  the  opinion  of  of  the  correspond- 
ing secretary,  Mrs.  Harvey  Boney,  "was  probably  in  knowledge.  Since 
many  of  our  conference  women  and  officers  attended  the  Council 
meeting  in  Richmond  and  since  the  advent  of  'Our  Missionary  News' 
there  has  been  a  marked  growth  in  information  and  in  interest  among 
the  auxiliary  members  concerning  the  work  of  the  Council.  They  have 
shown  a  desire  for  knowledge  along  all  lines  of  work  which  they  did 
not  fully  understand.  Many  have  expressed  themselves  as  realizing 
for  the  first  time  the  duties  of  the  Council  officers  and  the  far  reaching 
consequences  and  value  of  dues  and  pledge.  With  information  comes 
added  responsibility,  and  living  in  this  age  of  stewardship  cultivation 
comes  the  necessity  for  answering  the  question,  'Have  we  given  of  our 
time  and  money  as  God  has  prospered  us?'  The  auxiliaries  of  the 
North  Carolina  Conference  claim  every  fifth  woman,  young  person, 
and  child  belonging  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  in 
their  midst.  As  a  conference  we  continue  to  hold  fourth  place  in  point 
of  finance  in  the  Council;  our  children's  work  second  place,  and  our 
young  people's  fourth.  It  was  interesting  to  note  that  the  two  confer- 
ences of  North  Carolina  pay  every  tenth  dollar  that  goes  into  the 
Council  treasury;  119  auxiliaries  observed  the  Week  of  Prayer,  with 
Fayetteville  District  leading  in  100%  observance;  150  presented 
stewardship;  20  adult  auxiliaries  reached  the  Standard  of  Excellence 
for  the  honor  roll.  We  have  heard  much  praise  of  our  scholarship 
girls,  Elizabeth  Bass,  Olivia  Miller,  and  the  Japanese  girl,  Yosaka 
Ueno.  Elizabeth  Bass  and  Olivia  Miller  will  be  graduated  from  Scar- 
ritt  next  year.  Yosaka  Ueno  expects  to  enter  Trinity  College  this  fall, 
Memorial  auxiliary  supporting  her.  Mary  Nichols  is  supported  by  her 
brother."  The  Korean  urn  was  presented  to  Miss  Vara  Herring  for 
the  Raleigh  District  for  having  the  largest  number  of  auxiliaries  on 
the  honor  roll. 

The  Rebecca  LeGrand  Baby  Clinic 
The  Young  People's  Work  closed  the  year  with  73  auxiliaries  and 
1,134  members;  28  observed  the  Week  of  Prayer,  making  a  contri- 
bution of  $126.45  as  a  thank  offering;  11  made  the  honor  roll;  20 
reported  classes  in  mission  study  and  10  in  Bible  study.  The  Rebecca 
LeGrand  Auxiliary  again  led  the  conference  in  its  contribution  through 
the  budget.  With  a  special  gift  to  it  of  $500.00  from  the  children  of 
Mrs.  Rebecca  Wilson  LeGrand  from  their  mother's  estate,  that  aux- 
iliary had  opened  a  work  in  Seoul,  Korea,  to  be  known  as  the  "Rebecca 
LeGrand  Baby  Clinic."  The  Young  People  made  a  larger  financial 
increase  than  either  the  Adults  or  Children. 

The  Children  closed  the  year  with  83  Baby  Divisions  and  1,297 
members;  158  Junior  Divisions  and  4,786  members;  9  bands  made 
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the  Honor  Roll;  38  observed  the  Week  of  Prayer  with  a  contribu- 
tion of  $219.41  as  a  thank  offering;  36  study  circles  were  reported. 
Memorial,  Durham,  won  the  Chinese  banner  for  the  largest  amount 
of  money  raised,  and  Sanford  the  Korean  banner  for  the  largest 
amount  per  member.  Rockingham  District  was  the  banner  district  in 
children's  work.  The  children  failed  to  raise  their  pledge,  but  other 
increases  made  it  a  good  year. 

In  the  study  department  there  was  a  decided  decrease  in  adult  and 
young  people's  mission  study  classes,  but  encouraging  increase  in  all 
the  other  particulars.  The  Social  Service  superintendent  had  received 
reports  from  63  adult,  1 1  Young  People's,  and  6  Children's  auxiliaries, 
which  were  engaged  in  the  simpler  forms  of  Social  Service,  visiting 
sick  and  strangers;  2  reported  special  work  among  the  negroes,  and 
12  as  doing  special  work  in  county  institutions;  1  had  a  committee  of 
5  which  met  regularly  once  a  month  to  consider  problems,  and  was 
represented  on  the  Mothers'  Club,  Baby  Hospital,  Red  Cross  Hospital, 
County  Welfare  Board,  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  Civics  Department  of  Wo- 
man's Club,  League  of  Women  Voters  and  was  advisory  to  the  School 
Board;  others  were  doing  night  school  work,  slum  work  of  different 
kinds,  holding  story  hours  for  poorer  children,  actively  co-operating 
with  County  Welfare  Boards,  and  in  several  places  there  had  been 
formed  a  federation  of  Social  Service  superintendents.  The  value  of 
supplies  donated  to  preachers'  wives,  preachers,  Chinese  Relief,  Polish 
Relief,  Near  East-Armenian  Orphans,  and  to  Vashti  School,  amounted 
to  $912.40,  besides  6  suits  of  clothes,  2  pairs  of  shoes,  shirts,  hat, 
splendid  overcoat  and  other  things  sent  by  a  friend  to  the  supply  sup- 
erintendent for  distribution.  As  advised  to  do  by  the  Bureau  of  Specials, 
Mrs.  Scott  had  adopted  China  as  the  conference  prayer  special  field 
and  had  assigned  China  prayer  specials  to  the  auxiliaries  with  certifi- 
cates issued  to  most  of  them. 

The  conference  had  been  pleased  and  blessed  during  the  year  to 
have  within  it  once  more  its  missionary  daughters,  Miss  Sallie  Lou 
McKinnon,  at  home  on  her  first  furlough  from  China;  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Davis  Borchers  from  Brazil;  and  Deaconess  Ellen  Gainey,  on 
leave  of  absence  from  the  home  field. 

The  conference,  upon  recommendations,  voted  that  a  chairman  for 
each  county  be  appointed  by  the  district  secretary  to  assist  in  develop- 
ing and  organizing  missionary  societies  in  churches  where  there  were 
none;  that  the  women,  young  people,  and  children  of  the  Methodist 
Churches  in  each  county  be  federated  and  hold  at  least  one  meeting  a 
year;  that  the  districts  enter  into  a  lively  contest  for  the  largest  gain 
in  all  departments  and  that  the  Korean  urn  be  given  to  the  district 
having  the  most  Adult,  Young  People,  and  Junior  Auxiliaries  on  the 
honor  roll;  that  in  order  that  these  plans  for  advancing  the  work  be 
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more  successfully  accomplished,  the  district  secretaries  meet  at  some 
stated  time  during  the  year  with  the  corresponding  secretary;  that  all 
Adult  Auxiliaries  attaining  the  roll  of  honor  be  given  recognition  at 
the  annual  meeting;  that  as  many  group  or  all  day  meetings  be  held 
as  possible  in  each  district,  and  that  representatives  from  Adult,  Young 
People,  and  Junior  Auxiliaries  be  urged  to  attend  them ;  that  a  district 
superintendent  of  Young  People's  Work  be  appointed  in  each  district 
to  help  the  district  secretary  organize  and  develop  new  auxiliaries;  and 
that  a  Young  People's  team  be  organized  in  each  district  to  aid  the 
district  superintendent  in  putting  on  programs  in  churches  where  there 
were  no  missionary  societies  and  to  help  towards  organizing  them. 
Officers,  Suferintendetits  y  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Miss  May  Edla  Smith,  Gatesville;  vice-president,  Mrs. 
S.  H.  Scott,  New  Bern;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  Harvey  Boney,  Rose  Hill 5 
recording-  secretary,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Snipes,  Oxford;  treasurer,  Mrs.  F.  B.  McKinne, 
Louisburg. 

Superintendents :  Young  People,  Miss  Lillie  Duke,  Durham;  Children,  Mrs. 
N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  Washington;  Study  and  Publicity,  Mrs.  J.  LeGrand  Everett, 
Rockingham;  Social  Service,  Mrs.  F.  S.  Love,  Wilson;  Supplies,  Mrs.  Ida  T. 
Wilkins,  Weldon;  Literature,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Hart,  Wilmington;  Editor  Advocate 
columns  and  "Our  Missionary  News,"  Mrs.  J.  LeGrand  Everett. 

District  Secretaries :  Durham  District,  Miss  Mattie  Pulliam  of  Leasburg; 
Elizabeth  City,  Mrs.  George  Hawkins  of  Hertford;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  Emma  L. 
Hunter  of  Fayetteville;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  Flora  M.  Kendall  of  Goldsboro; 
Raleigh,  Miss  Vara  L.  Herring  of  Raleigh;  Rockingham,  Miss  Georgia  Biggs 
of  Rockingham;  Washington,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Blount  of  Wilson;  Warrenton,  Miss 
Amma  Graham  of  Warrenton;  Wilmington,  Mrs.  James  B.  Bardin  of  Chad- 
bourne. 

Deaconess  Mary  Ella  McCall 

"Mary  Ella  McCall,  of  Laurel  Hill,  was  another  child  of  the  parsonage. 
She  was  educated  at  her  home  schools,  and  at  Littleton  and  Louisburg  Colleges. 
Having  felt  her  call  to  missionary  service  in  early  life,  answering  it  in  her  own 
heart,  she  volunteered  as  soon  as  she  could,  appearing  before  the  conference  in 
annual  session  in  1919  in  Rockingham.  That  fall  she  went  to  Scarritt  Bible  and 
Training  School  for  her  special  missionary  training,  and  in  1921  she  was 
graduated.  At  the  Council  that  year  she  was  accepted  as  deaconess  probationer, 
and  appointed  to  work  on  the  City  Mission  Board  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  where 
she  served  until  in  1923  she  was  appointed  as  deaconess  to  Paine  College  in 
Augusta,  Ga.,  where  she  taught  until,  in  1926,  at  the  Council  in  Raleigh,  she 
resigned  to  be  married.  Those  years  meant  much  to  her  in  growth  of  spirit  and 
wisdom,  and  filled  her  full  of  love  for  that  special  phase  of  the  missionary 
task.  Because  she  put  herself  whole-heartedly  into  it,  giving  it  the  best  she  had, 
she,  herself,  received  rich  blessings  in  the  consciousness  of  her  Lord's  presence 
with  her.  On  the  30th  of  July,  1926,  in  Shanghai,  China,  she  was  married  to 
Mr.  Frank  Earl  Tomlin,  of  Soochow  University,  Soochow,  China,  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Claibourne  looking  after  her  when  she  arrived  in  China  and  helping  her 
to  get  married.  She  has  continued,  unofficially,  to  use  her  talents  in  her  Master's 
service  in  China  as  much  as  she  could,  just  as  she  did  in  her  own  country." 

Deaconess  Jennie  C ongleton 
"As  a  very  small  child  God  put  into  the  mind  and  heart  of  Jennie  Congleton 
of  Greenville  that  some  day  she  would  do  definite  work  for  Him.  She  was  not 
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a  member  of  any  Juvenile  missionary  socfety  because  there  was  none  in  her  home 
church.  She  was  very  timid,  and  while  many  times  craving  to  do  some  kind 
of  church  work  through  which  she  might  give  expression  to  the  yearning  in 
her  soul  for  service,  she  could  not  make  it  known.  At  an  early  age,  however,  she 
taught  a  Sunday  school  class.  For  a  few  years  she  was  active  in  the  Philathea 
class  of  her  church,  and  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  state  or- 
ganization. She  had  also  come  under  the  influence  of  Miss  Bessie  Harding  of 
Washington  in  a  Young  Woman's  Missionary  Society  organized  by  her.  These 
activities  deepened  the  desire  to  give  her  life  to  full  time  service  for  the  Master, 
but  conditions  at  her  home  were  such  that  she  could  not  very  well  leave.  During 
the  ministry  of  Rev.  Walter  Patten,  who  was  unusually  interested  in  the  young 
people,  helping  them  to  reach  decisions  as  to  their  life  work,  and  showing  them 
the  great  need  for  young  lives  consecrated  to  full  time  work  for  the  Kingdom, 
God  spoke  to  her  and  she  realized  that  the  time  had  come  for  her  to  prepare  her- 
self for  definite  service.  Realizing  that  she  could  not  go  to  the  foreign  field,  and 
not  then  knowing  the  need  in  the  homeland,  she  could  not  understand  what  He 
wanted  her  to  do.  Conscious  of  being  led  absolutely  by  her  Heavenly  Father, 
though  not  knowing  towards  what,  in  1919  she  went  to  Scarritt,  and  had 
scarcely  entered  before  the  knowledge  of  the  great  need  for  workers  in  her  own 
country  gripped  her,  and  she  knew  to  what  she  was  called.  She  was  graduated 
in  1921,  and,  as  deaconess  probationer,  she  was  appointed  to  the  Wesley  House 
in  Orangeburg,  S.  C,  to  minister  to  those  employed  in  the  two  cotton  mills 
there.  She  grew  to  love  the  work  and  the  people  very  much,  and  regretted  to 
leave  at  the  end  of  two  years.  In  192  3,  as  deaconess,  she  was  re-appointed  to 
that  work,  but  in  1924  she  received  her  appointment  to  Baltimore,  where,  ever 
since,  she  has  been  working  as  church  deaconess  at  Frederick  Avenue  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South.  Her  furlough  being  due  at  this  time  she  anticipates 
with  pleasure  another  term  at  Scarritt  after  which  she  will  be  better  fitted  to 
carry  on  the  work  she  loves." 

New  Auxiliaries 

Candor,  January,  1921.  Miss  Georgia  Biggs,  our  district  secretary,  organized 
our  auxiliary  in  Candor,  in  January,  1921,  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  A.  S. 
Parker,  with  these  members:  Mesdames  V.  U.  Burkhead,  A.  S.  Boyd,  George  Bow- 
man, C.  R.  Campbell,  L.  U.  Meyers,  W.  A.  Parsons,  and  H.  N.  Steed.  In  three 
years,  as  a  consequence  of  our  earnest  efforts  to  interest  the  other  women,  our 
membership  had  grown  to  twenty-nine.  Our  children's  society  was  organized  by 
Mrs.  James  Bowman  in  1922  with  these  members:  Rosa,  Francis,  and  Margaret 
Burkhead,  Nancy  Campbell,  Olga  and  Inza  Lassiter,  Mildred  and  Naomi  Steed, 
Ruby  Harris,  Mary  and  Sam  McKenzie,  and  Herbert  Meyers.  The  Young  Peo- 
ple's Society  was  organized  by  our  pastor,  Rev.  A.  S.  Parker,  in  1922,  with  these 
members:  Elizabeth  Boyd,  Ethel  Burkhead,  Annen  Fox,  La  Rue  Fry,  Sallie,  Pearl, 
Kate,  Charlie  and  Elsie  McKenzie,  and  Elizabeth  and  Nell  Steed.  Our  work  has 
lived  and  grown,  developing  as  well  as  we  have  been  able  to  accomplish  it. — 
Mrs.  Herbert  Steed. 

Mamie  Baldwin,  Ellerbe,  January,  1921.  Our  auxiliary  was  organized  by 
Miss  Georgia  Biggs,  assisted  by  Mrs.  J.  M.  Ledbetter,  and  Misses  Rosa  and 
Jennie  Parsons,  who  came  over  from  Rockingham  several  times  to  help  us. 
Mrs.  Harvey  Boney  came  once  with  Miss  Biggs,  and  Mrs.  G.  H.  Biggs,  our 
pastor's  wife,  had  put  forth  every  effort  to  have  a  live  society,  for  several  years 
before  we  were  successfully  organized — I  am  sure  she  laid  the  foundation.  The 
charter  members  were:  Mesdames  W.  L.  Howell,  J.  M.  Maness,  N.  B.  Johnson, 
D.  A.  Parsons,  A.  D.  Nance,  W.  C.  Nance,  E.  L.  Presnell,  J.  R.  Wall,  D.  C. 
Farlow,  Dan  Dunn,  and  Misses  Mamie  Baldwin  and  Edna  McRae.  The  Chil- 
dren's Society  was  organized  by  Mesdames  W.  C.  Nance  and  D.  C.  Farlow,  in 
January,  192  5,  with  these  members:  Mary  Baldwin,  Lois,  Geraldine  and  Sarah 
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Helen  Covington,  Lewis  Crawford,  Margaret  Ellerbe,  Mary  Helen  and  Hazel 
Farlow,  James,  Billy,  and  Ina  Rebecca  Howell,  Ruth  Moore,  Kathleen  McRae, 
Edna  and  Lillian  Mclntyre,  Prince  O'Brien,  Margaret  Staley,  Mary  Elizabeth 
Traywick,  Thomas,  Lillian,  and  Ruth  White.  The  Young  People's  Society  was 
organized  December  15th,  1926,  by  Mrs.  P.  W.  Edwards,  these  enrolling  as 
charter  members:  Agnes,  Elizabeth,  and  Maith  Jane  Ellerbe,  Mary  Parsons,  Lucile 
Wall,  Annie  Lee  Walker,  Ruth  White,  and  Mary  Williams.  These  auxiliaries  are 
all  doing  fine  work  with  faithful  leaders  who  keep  abreast  of  the  forward 
movements  in  the  work,  and  so  produce  results. — Mrs.  D.  A .  Parsons. 

Zion,  January,  1921.  Our  auxiliary  at  Zion  was  organized  in  January,  1921, 
by  Mr.  C.  J.  Garriss  of  Conway,  with  18  members:  Mesdames  Mary  L.  Davis, 
C.  F.  Bridgers,  M.  L.  Martin,  A.  S.  Bridgers,  A.  E.  Britten,  George  Taylor, 
Ida  Futell,  J.  A.  Sykes,  Laura  Lassiter,  Misses  Kate  Flythe,  Gertie  Bridgers, 
Hattie  May  Bridgers,  Bernice  Davis,  Mary  Davis,  Mamie  Flythe,  and  Messrs. 
J.  W.  Johnson  and  L.  H.  Bridgers.  We  have  not  done  a  great  deal,  but  have 
kept  our  dues  and  pledges  paid  up.  The  Young  People  were  organized  October 
4th,  1925,  with  these  members:  Guy,  Horace,  and  Clyde  Bridgers,  Mary  Faison, 
Jimmie,  Dulcie  Rose,  Helen,  Esther  Louise,  Annie  Sue,  and  Tom  Flythe,  Elsie, 
Irma,  Ina,  and  Susie  Lassiter,  Brownie  and  Gertrude  Martin,  Mary,  Barton,  and 
John  Sykes,  and  Gracie  Woodard. — Rosa  E.  Lanier,  Conway,  President. 

Martha  Culbreth,  Johns,  March  13,  1921.  The  "Martha  Culbreth  Society" 
was  organized  March  13th,  1921,  by  Mrs.  Culbreth,  as  the  Johns  auxiliary,  and 
for  four  years  she  was  our  faithful  president,  but,  being  a  Methodist  minister's 
wife,  she  had  to  leave  us  at  the  end  of  four  years.  We  then  re-named  our  aux- 
iliary in  honor  of  her.  Our  eight  charter  members  were:  Mrs.  Neill  Liles,  Miss 
Lizzie  Liles  (Mrs.  Walter  Cadell),  Mrs.  Martha  Culbreth,  Miss  Nettie  Lenoir 
(Mrs.  Dan  Hasty),  Miss  Nelia  Jones,  Mrs.  E.  P.  Jones,  Miss  Hettie  Powell  and 
Miss  Alice  Hasty.  Mrs.  Culbreth  was  President,  Mrs.  Jones  vice-president,  Miss 
Nelia  Jones  secretary,  and  Miss  Lenoir  treasurer.  The  Bright  Jewels  also  were 
organized  by  Mrs.  Culbreth,  in  July,  1921,  with  eleven  members:  Annette  and 
Frank  Hasty,  Mildred  and  Thurman  Willis,  Gladys,  Margaret  and  Annie  Vivian 
Jones,  Virginia  and  Halbert  Burns,  Erwin  Adams  and  Carlene  McRoy.  These 
have  grown  to  a  society  of  twenty-three  members. — Mrs.  E.  P.  Jones. 

Daisy  Hurley,  Moyock,  April,  1921.  The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of 
Moyock  was  organized  in  April,  1921,  by  the  wife  of  Rev.  J.  Bascom  Hurley, 
and  named  "Daisy  Hurley"  in  her  honor.  These  enrolled  as  members:  Mesdames 
Will  Poyner,  S.  M.  Mann,  Mark  Hathaway,  W.  D.  Cox,  C.  L.  Mackey,  J. 
Bascom  Hurley,  and  J.  W.  Poyner.  There  was  an  "Aid  Society"  first,  and  an 
effort  was  made  to  convert  it  into  a  missionary  society,  but  some  of  the  members 
objected,  so  a  missionary  society  was  organized.  We  have  never  had  many  mem- 
bers, but  the  "faithful  few"  have  been  loyal,  earnest  workers,  and  I  feel  they 
have  accomplished  much.  The  Young  People's  Society  was  organized  in  July, 
1925,  by  Mrs.  J.  W.  Poyner,  with  these  members:  Alice  Butler,  Rosa  Ellis, 
Alma  Lee,  Hattie  and  Eunice  Godfrey,  and  Margaret  Poyner.  The  Children 
were  organized  by  Mrs.  J.  E.  Blalock  in  the  summer  of  1914,  with  these  mem- 
bers: Alice  Butler,  Allie  Creekmore,  Arthur  Gray  Fulford,  Fletcher  Fulford, 
Frances,  Weldon  and  Elizabeth  Jones,  Loyd  and  Eula  Sanderlin,  Elizabeth, 
Walter,  Alice,  Margaret  and  Graham  Poyner,  and  Southgate  Mann. — Mrs.  C.  T. 
Thrift. 

Young  Woman's,  Lumberton,  January,  1921.  The  Young  Ladies'  Circle  of 
the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  Chestnut  Street  Church,  Lumberton,  was 
organized  in  1921,  in  January.  Eleven  members  were  enrolled:  Misses  Flax 
Andrews,  Claudia  Davis,  Viola  Jenkins,  Alice  Kelly,  Rachel  McNamara,  Grace 
Ross,  Martha  Smith,  Vivian  Townsend,  Vashti  White  (Mrs.  R.  S.  Beam),  and 
Erma  and  Elizabeth  Whitfield,  and  these  officers  elected:  leader,  Miss  Flax 
Andrews^  secretary  and  treasurer,  Miss  Claudia  Davis ;  and  Program  Committee, 
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Misses  Elizabeth  Whitfield,  Vivian  Townsend,  and  Vashti  White.  As  Miss  Mary- 
Ella  McCall,  daughter  of  a  former  pastor,  was  at  this  time  entering  the  service 
as  a  missionary,  we  soon  decided  to  name  our  society  for  her.  At  the  close  of  the 
first  year,  1921,  we  had  fifteen  members,  and  $34.75  in  dues  had  been  turned 
over  to  the  Woman's  Society.  We  made  no  pledges,  but  paid  $3.00  for  gift  to 
Mary  Ella  McCall  and  $8.50  for  coat  and  cap  for  needy  Sunday  school  member. 
In  February,  1923,  we  voted  unanimously  to  become  an  independent  society, 
and  we  pldeged  $25.00  toward  the  support  of  Mary  Ella  McCall.  During  1924 
our  programs  were  devoted  to  various  missionary  problems  with  the  purpose  of 
giving  to  each  member  a  knowledge  of  the  field,  the  needs,  and  the  service  being 
rendered.  We  collected  $75.00  in  dues  and  pledges,  and  did  much  social  service 
work.  In  192  5  we  raised  $75.50  in  dues  and  pledges.  Our  society,  though  small, 
has  had  a  steady  growth.  The  members  all  assume  their  share  of  official  re- 
sponsibilities, and  earnestly  strive  to  meet  all  obligations.  The  programs  have  been 
carried  out  in  detail  each  year.  At  the  close  of  192  8  we  have  twenty-three  paid- 
up  members,  and  our  pledge  of  $75.00  has  been  paid.  For  these  two  years  we 
have  followed  the  programs  sent  us.  Mission  study  classes  have  been  organized, 
and  we  have  endeavored  to  carry  out  each  line  of  work. — Alice  Kelly,  Historian. 

Newbegun,  Route  2,  Elizabeth  City,  1921.  Our  society  was  organized  in 
1921  by  Mrs.  E.  L.  Stack,  with  these  members:  Mesdames  R.  B.  Davis,  M.  C. 
Stanley,  Jr.,  W.  F.  Small,  J.  M.  Wilson,  G.  E.  Small,  A.  J.  Jennings,  R.  H. 
Palmer,  F.  M.  Newby,  S.  M.  Brothers,  Oscar  Jackson,  R.  D.  Raper,  Mattie 
Golson,  M.  L.  Palmer,  and  Miss  Beadie  Palmer.  They  made  a  strong  effort  to 
get  all  interested  in  the  work,  and  to  reach  out  to  higher  things.  In  1922  the 
Children  were  organized  by  Mrs.  M.  L.  Palmer:  Calvin  Jennings,  James 
Brothers,  Eurell  Knowles,  Oswold  Harrison,  Curtis  Cartwright,  Earl  Jackson, 
Roy  Brothers,  Margaret  Wilson,  Hazel  Stanley,  Minnie  Thompson,  Ina  Brothers, 
and  Margaret  Jackson.  The  Young  People  were  organized  in  1926  by  Miss 
Maude  Leight  with  these  members:  Margaret  and  James  Brothers,  Frank,  Oswold, 
and  Calvin  Jennings,  Anna  Sarah  Barkwell,  Ralph  Overman,  Eugene  and  Beadie 
Palmer,  Charles  Ball,  and  Curtis  Cartwright. — Mrs.  J.  W.  Harrison. 

1923.  The  Woman's  Missionary  Council 
In  her  message  to  the  Council  in  1923,  Mrs.  F.  F.  Stephens  re- 
viewed the  action  taken  by  the  General  Conference  of  1922  on  the 
woman's  missionary  work  in  such  helpful  interpretation  that  it  seems 
wise  to  give  it  here  in  full: 

"Once  again  the  woman's  work  has  been  called  upon  to  go  through  a  period 
of  reconstruction.  Twelve  years  ago  we  faced  a  new  era  on  the  basis  of  amalga- 
mation of  the  Home  Mission  officers  and  the  Foreign  Mission  officers  into  a 
unified  board  of  control.  That  was  when  the  three  great  mission  Boards  of  the 
church  became  one.  In  the  unexpected  dissolution  of  the  Women's  Boards,  and 
the  necessary  readjustment  at  that  time,  the  changes  affected  largely  the  machin- 
ery of  control.  They  were  made  chiefly  in  the  directing  agencies,  and  did  not 
so  much  affect  the  women  in  the  local  churches. 

"Eight  years  ago  a  far  different  change  took  place,  one  that  affected  every 
auxiliary  to  the  remotest  bounds  of  the  church.  The  Council  meeting  of  1915 
saw  the  consummation  of  the  organic  union  of  all  the  local  bands  of  foreign 
mission  workers  and  home  mission  workers  throughout  the  connection,  and 
during  that  quadrennium  there  was  the  patient  relearning  of  auxiliary  and  con- 
ference methods  of  work.  Well  was  the  lesson  learned.  Wonderful  were  the 
results  that  emerged  through  that  long  and  painful  process.  The  union  became 
a  real  one  because  of  love  of  the  Master  and  love  of  the  sister  women  who 
worked  together  for  all  the  women  the  old  earth  around. 
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"Now  there  comes  this  third  period  of  change,  not  for  conference  and 
auxiliary  this  time,  but  for  Council  and  Board.  It  is  not  the  devoted  women  you 
have  left  at  work  in  your  home  churches  who  will  notice  the  difference,  but  you 
who  are  members  of  this  body. 

"We  have  already  entered  upon  work  under  a  new  Board  of  Missions  and 
a  changed  constitution  and  by-laws.  A  year  ago  we  met  if  not  in  trembling,  at 
least  in  a  fog  of  doubt,  for  the  General  Conference  was  in  the  near  future,  and 
other  bodies  whose  work  is  so  closely  linked  with  ours  as  to  affect  us  deeply, 
looked  forward  to  vital  changes.  How  would  they  affect  us?  Today  the  ordeal 
is  over,  and  we  may  pick  up  the  pieces  and  ask  where  we  are.  Just  what  are  the 
changes  that  have  come  to  pass? 

"1.  In  response  to  a  widespread  demand  from  the  church  in  its  several 
conferences,  the  membership  of  the  Board  of  Missions  was  enlarged  to  include 
a  representative  from  each  annual  conference.  One-third  of  these  are  women. 
The  ratio  of  woman  membership  is  not  greatly  changed.  Hitherto  there  were 
17  women  in  a  Board  membership  of  64  ■>  now  there  are  24  women  in  a  Board 
membership  of  82. 

"2.  The  women  of  the  Board  constitute  a  department.  This  is  a  decided 
change  from  any  arrangement  which  the  church  has  known  before.  The  General 
Work  is  in  two  departments,  Home  and  Foreign.  The  three  departments  have  a 
single  Executive  Committee  of  six  men  and  three  women,  to  which  ad  interim 
business  shall  be  referred.  The  function  of  tht  department  is  administrative. 

"3.  The  membership  of  the  Council  has  been  enlarged  by  the  addition  of 
the  women  members  of  the  Board  of  Missions.  It  does  not  have  the  power  as 
heretofore  of  nominating  its  administrative  secretaries  or  the  woman  editor  of 
the  Voice.  The  secretaries  are  elected  by  the  General  Conference  without  nomi- 
nation, and  the  editor  is  elected  by  the  Board  upon  nomination  of  the  secretarial 
conference.  Under  its  general  power  of  recommendation,  however,  it  may  recom- 
mend the  names  of  women  whom  it  would  like  to  see  in  those  offices.  The  treas- 
urer and  the  cultivation  secretaries  are  still  nominated  by  the  Council,  as  in  the 
past  three  quadrenniums. 

"4.  A  new  power  which  comes  to  the  Conference  Missionary  Societies  is 
the  nomination  of  the  women  who  are  to  be  members  of  the  Board  of  Missions. 
At  your  annual  meeting  next  preceding  the  General  Conference,  you  will  nomi- 
nate a  woman  for  Board  membership.  From  among  the  women  thus  nominated, 
the  fourteen  who  are  to  serve  during  the  next  quadrennium  will  be  elected.  A 
good  change,  and  one  which  furthers  the  interests  of  that  democracy  for  which 
we  have  been  standing. 

"5.  Your  request,  voted  last  year  at  San  Antonio,  that  the  president  of 
the  auxiliary  shall  be  a  member  of  the  quarterly  conference,  was  granted  and 
has  become  a  law. 

"Those  are  the  changes.  What  powers  are  left?  The  Woman's  Missionary 
Council  has  its  powers  and  functions,  as  outlined  in  Paragraphs  296  and  297  of 
the  Discipline  practically  untouched.  The  property  and  finances  of  the  Woman's 
Work  are  carefully  guarded.  The  Council,  through  its  function  of  determining 
pledges,  making  collections,  and  recommending  expenditures,  still  keeps  a  kindly 
controlling  hand  on  the  money  power  of  the  work.  Through  its  touch,  intimate 
and  affectionate,  on  the  multitude  of  women  who  contribute  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  its  task,  it  still  has  the  power  to  open  to  the  mind  of  its  membership 
a  new  vision  of  a  new  world  that  shall  be  tomorrow  what  they  plan  and  work 
today  to  make  it.  The  horizon  still  widens. 

"The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Council  in  midyear  session  last  October 
studied  the  relation  between  the  Council  and  the  newly  created  Department  of 
Woman's  Work,  as  the  points  of  contact  were  listed  by  a  joint  committee  from 
the  two  bodies  of  women.  A  part  of  the  preamble  of  the  report  of  that  joint 


352 


Seven  Times  Seven 


committee  should  be  heartily  indorsed  in  mind  and  spirit  by  every  member  of 
the  Council.  It  is  this:  'Since  the  women  of  the  church  are  authorized  to  organize 
and  conduct  missionary  societies  for  the  purpose  of  promoting"  missionary  intelli- 
gence and  activity  and  securing  missionary  funds,  a  great  task  demanding  solid- 
arity of  spirit  and  effort ;  and  since  the  Council  and  the  Department  of  Woman's 
Work  are  jointly  responsible  to  the  womanhood  of  the  church  and  to  their 
Heavenly  Father  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  this  obligation;  and  since  the 
Council  is  the  representative  body  of  conference  and  auxiliary  organizations 
which  makes  possible  the  work  to  be  administered  through  the  Department  of 
Woman's  Work — therefore  it  is  the  firm  conviction  of  your  committee  that  all 
the  women  recognized  as  leaders  in  this  task  should  consider  themselves  as  one 
in  heart,  purpose,  and  organization,  feeling  that  this  is  the  intent  and  purpose 
of  the  constitution  as  given  by  the  General  Conference.'  Giving  diligence  to 
keep  the  unity  of  the  spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace." 

A  Greater  Scarntt 

This  Council  meeting  went  on  record  as  desiring  that  Scarritt  Bible 
and  Training  School  be  moved  from  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  reaffirming 
its  action  of  1922  with  reference  to  a  Greater  Scarritt,  and  pledging 
itself  to  the  unified  plan  of  missionary  education  for  the  church.  And 
while  deeply  grateful  to  the  people  of  Kansas  City  for  their  interest 
in  Scarritt  and  for  their  expressed  desire  to  have  the  school  remain 
there,  it  was  convinced  that  the  facilities  for  carrying  out  the  enlarged 
plan  for  Scarritt,  could  not  be  had  in  Kansas  City.  Approval  was 
expressed  of  the  suggestion  made  in  the  report  of  the  Joint  Commit- 
tee that  our  two  schools  of  theology  be  so  broadened  in  scope  as  to 
provide  adequate  missionary  training  for  the  ministry  at  home  and 
abroad,  and,  in  keeping  with  the  Council's  action  in  1922  and  wishing 
to  show  their  interest  in  a  practical  way,  the  committee  recommended 
appropriation  of  a  sum  not  to  exceed  $2,500.00  to  assist  in  carrying 
on  such  work,  to  be  available  when  the  program  of  missionary  training 
had  been  approved  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Council. 

This  committee  report  recommended  further  that  Scarritt  be  moved 
to  a  more  central  location,  and  so  reorganized  as  to  form  the  basis  for 
a  greater  institution;  that  the  Scarritt  Board  of  managers,  with  the 
"Executive  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Missions  and  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Council  be  directed  to  determine  the  location  and 
organization  of  the  proposed  institution,  and  to  secure  a  suitable  charter 
for  it;  that  the  Scarritt  name  be  preserved  in  the  new  organization; 
that  the  organization  of  the  new  institution  be  made  sufficiently  broad 
and  representative  of  the  church  as  to  make  practicable  the  co-opera- 
tion of  all  the  agencies  interested  in  the  training  of  lay  religious  work- 
ers; that  the  proper  legal  provision  be  made  to  safeguard  in  perpetuity 
for  that  purpose  the  financial  assets  of  the  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training 
School  which  had  been  contributed  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Wo- 
man's Work;  that  the  Belle  H.  Bennett  Memorial  Fund  should  have 
a  part  in  the  institution,  and  likewise  safeguarded;  and  that  similar 
provision  be  made  whereby  other  funds  that  might  be  contributed  from 
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other  sources  to  the  institution  might  be  specifically  directed  to  such 
uses  as  the  donor  might  designate."  Other  recommendations  of  a  finan- 
cial and  business  nature  were  made  in  this  report  to  insure  that  there 
would  be  no  embarrassing  delay  in  the  work  once  it  had  been  legally 
authorized,  and  the  whole  report  was  adopted. 

The  Belle  Harris  Bennett  Memorial 
In  her  message  to  the  Council  Mrs.  Stephens  had  thus  announced 
the  passing  of  Miss  Bennett: 

"We  have  lost  a  leader  who  saw  the  missionary  work  of  her  church  grow 
from  its  beginning  to  a  mighty  force  operating  in  9  great  mission  fields,  an 
influence  only  the  Father  knows.  Miss  Bennett  guided  the  women  of  the  church 
so  patiently,  so  lovingly,  so  wisely  during  the  years  she  was  president  of  the 
Council  that  her  memory  is  enshrined  in  our  hearts.  It  is  fitting  that  the  women 
of  Southern  Methodism  shall  do  something  to  keep  her  name  and  her  memory 
before  the  church  in  perpetuity,  and  at  the  same  time  honor  her  in  a  specific 
work.  The  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School  was  perhaps  the  greatest  single 
work  of  her  lifetime,  and  it  is  the  opnion  of  the  officers  of  the  Council  that 
a  memorial  to  her  should  be  connected  with  that  school.  It  was  she  who  first 
realized  the  need  of  a  place  where  missionaries  might  receive  specialized  training 
for  their  life  work.  It  was  she  who  presented  the  cause  to  the  Woman's  Board 
of  Foreign  Missions  and  was  thereupon  appointed  to  undertake  the  task  of 
establishing  the  school.  This  was  her  first  public  work,  and  she  felt  very  much 
alone  as  she  entered  upon  it.  Very  few  others  believed  in  the  enterprise.  Its 
success  as  an  institution,  which  has  'elevated  the  efficiency  of  our  church  in  the 
mission  field'  very  greatly,'  is  now  a  matter  of  history. 

"In  memory  of  its  founder  shall  it  go  on  to  greater  and  better  things: 
Most  characteristic  of  Miss  Bennett  was  her  passion  of  friendship  for  the  woman- 
hood of  the  world.  It  touched  intimately  the  women  of  her  own  beloved  denomi- 
nation; it  affected  the  women  leaders  of  other  churches  to  whom  she  gave 
encouragement  in  every  far-flung  endeavor;  it  reached  out  to  girdle  the  world. 
There  was  no  class  of  women,  from  remotest  Asia  to  nearest  America,  but  whose 
mental  advancement  and  spiritual  welfare  were  of  interest  to  her.  Hers  was  a 
heart  whose  reaches  were  limited  only  by  the  needs  of  humanity.  None  rejoiced 
more  than  she  when  educational  privileges,  political  equality,  or  religious  freedom 
came  to  any  group  of  women  of  any  nation  around  the  world. 

"How  can  we  best  perpetuate  this  passion  of  friendship?  Shall  it  not  be  by 
training  others  in  her  ideals,  who  shall  carry  on  the  message  no  longer  voiced 
by  her  lips?  It  is  for  this  group  of  women  here  today  to  say  what  form  and 
what  dimensions  the  memorial  shall  take.  It  is  a  happy  thought  that  it  shall  be 
formed  of  love  gifts  from  a  great  many  people,  each  one  to  contribute  a  little. 
Members  and  friends  in  the  whole  church,  whether  in  America  or  in  some  other 
land,  should  be  given  opportunity  to  have  a  share." 

At  a  time  set  for  it  during  the  session,  pledges  for  the  Belle  H. 
Bennett  Memorial  Fund  were  taken  in  a  service  of  loving  tributes  to 
Miss  Bennett,  and  a  committee  appointed  by  request,  to  make  plans  to 
carry  forward  the  memorial.  A  League  of  Intercession  was  initiated 
by  Mrs.  R.  W.  MacDonell,  who  told  of  Miss  Annie  Cogdon,  a  shut- 
in  of  Mobile,  whose  heart  was  in  the  missionary  work  and  eager  for 
a  part  in  the  memorial.  Her  name  was  placed  at  the  head  of  a  list  of 
those  whose  promised  prayers  would  help  to  make  possible  the  Greater 
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Scarritt,  and  to  this  list  was  added  the  name  of  'Josie,'  Miss  Bennett's 
valued  colored  friend. 

Mrs.  F.  F.  Stephens  y  Council  President 
It  was  necessary  to  elect  a  president  to  succeed  Miss  Bennett,  to 
whom,  on  the  20th  of  July,  1922,  "surrounded  by  all  that  devotion 
of  family  and  human  affection  could  supply,  the  Great  I  Am  came, 
and  all  unseen  revealed  to  her  the  way  'where  soul  must  part  from 
self  and  be  but  soul.'  Freed  from  the  burden  of  the  flesh,  her  exalted 
spirit  found  its  many  mansions  all  'bright  with  heavenly  shine'."  For 
thirty-five  years  she  had  been  the  leader  of  missionary  forces,  not 
only  among  the  women  of  Southern  Methodism,  but  among  inter- 
denominational, even  international  missionary  forces  as  well.  Mrs. 
F.  F.  Stephens  of  Columbia,  Mo.,  herself  an  outstanding  leader  of 
note  among  the  women  of  the  church,  at  that  time  the  Council's  vice- 
president,  was  elected  its  president  on  the  first  ballot.  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Perry  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  another  prominent  leader  among  Southern 
Methodist  missionary  women,  was  elected  vice-president. 

Some  Council  Legislation 

To  enter  a  new  mission  field.  In  adopting  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Fields,  the  Council  voted  to  enter  the  Manchuria- 
Siberia  Mission,  and  to  open  work  in  the  Manchurian-Chinese  Mission. 

Participation  in  the  Superannuate  Movement.  The  General  Con- 
ference of  1922  requested  the  Missionary  Societies  and  auxiliaries  in 
our  churches  to  participate  in  the  Superannuate  Movement  in  accord 
with  such  plans  as  the  Council  might  formulate.  The  Council  had 
already  upon  it  the  heavy  responsibility  of  providing  for  the  support  of 
its  superannuated  deaconesses  and  missionaries.  Because  it  was  believed 
that  the  members  of  the  Missionary  Societies  would  enter  more  en- 
thusiastically into  the  larger  work  of  the  Superannuate  Movement  if 
they  knew  their  claimants  would  also  be  beneficiaries  of  its  fund,  the 
Council  memorialized  the  General  Board  of  Finance  to  admit  the 
regularly  superannuated  or  retired  deaconesses  and  missionaries  under 
the  Woman's  Department  of  the  Board  of  Missions  as  beneficiaries  of 
this  fund  on  the  same  basis  as  missionaries  under  the  General  Depart- 
ments of  the  Board  of  Missions. 

The  Council's  plan  for  its  participation  in  this  movement  provided 
that  the  direction  of  the  cultivation  and  activities  of  the  societies  during 
the  campaign,  should  be  in  its  Supply  Department.  That  in  each  con- 
ference the  superintendent  of  supplies,  with  an  assistant  superintendent 
if  needed,  should  direct  the  movement,  distributing  the  literature  to  the 
auxiliaries,  and  using  every  means  to  stimulate  their  interest  and  activi- 
ties during  the  campaign.  This  arrangement  was  to  extend  in  the  same 
way  into  the  auxiliaries.  During  January,  February,  and  March,  1924, 
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the  claims  of  the  Superannuate  Fund  should  be  presented  in  the  pro- 
grams in  each  auxiliary,  and  on  the  16th  of  March,  1924,  the  date 
for  the  financial  drive,  each  auxiliary  under  the  direction  of  its  com- 
mittee, should  canvass  its  membership  for  subscriptions  for  the  fund, 
and  the  pledge  cards  be  held  by  its  committee  and  collections  pressed 
throughout  the  year,  all  money  collected  to  be  turned  in  to,  the  church's 
treasurer  for  the  fund.  Auxiliaries,  as  such,  could  not  assume  quotas 
to  be  paid  collectively,  and  their  participation,  as  auxiliaries,  should 
be  limited  to  the  year  1924,  at  the  close  of  which  the  subscription 
cards  should  be  turned  in  to  the  local  church  leaders  of  the  campaign, 
but  a  full  report  of  pledges  and  collections  should  be  made  quarterly 
during  the  campaign  year  to  the  conference  superintendent  of  supplies, 
who  would  in  turn  report  to  the  organization  secretary. 

Constitution  and  By-Laws.  Because  of  the  new  constitution  of  the 
Board  of  Missions  and  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council,  it  was 
necessary  to  make  many  changes  in  the  Council's  by-laws.  The  changes 
given  here  are  as  the  by-laws  appear  in  the  1924  minutes,  the  final 
result  of  a  number  of  meetings  of  the  Council's  Committee  on  Con- 
stitution and  By-Laws  beginning  on  the  13th  of  November,  1922, 
submitted  to  and  adopted  by  the  Council  in  its  1923  and  1924  sessions. 
By-law  3  concerning  administrative  secretaries  was  stricken  out,  since 
the  power  of  administration  was  no  longer  with  the  Council.  The 
duties  of  the  treasurer  were  made  fewer,  being  only  to  "hold  the  funds 
of  the  Council  in  safe  deposit  made  by  her  as  treasurer,  subject  to 
authenticated  drafts,  and  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  usually 
pertain  to  the  office  of  treasurer.  She  shall  make  quarterly  and  annual 
reports."  By-laws  4  (educational  secretaries),  6  (officers  of  the  Board 
of  Missions),  and  7  (secretary  of  the  Home  Base)  were  stricken  out, 
and  a  substitute,  by-law  4,  was  inserted  which  gave  the  duties  of  the 
secretaries  in  charge  of  Home  Cultivation  and  Candidate  Cultivation, 
who  should  be  nominated  to  the  Board  of  Missions  by  the  Council,  and 
should  provide  suggestive  plans  and  policies  for  the  missionary  educa- 
tion of  the  church  through  the  Woman's  Missionary  Societies.  These 
officers:  "The  Home  Cultivation  secretary  in  charge  of  organization 
of  Missionary  Societies,"  "The  Home  Cultivation  secretary  in  charge 
of  Publication  and  Publicity,"  "The  Home  Cultivation  secretary  in 
charge  of  Missionary  Education,"  and  "The  Candidate  secretary," 
took  the  places  of  the  two  educational  secretaries  and  the  Home  Base 
secretary  of  the  previous  constitution,  with  the  following  division  of 
the  duties  of  the  four  new  offices:  Mrs.  B.  W.  Lipscomb,  Home  Base 
secretary,  became  the  new  organization  secretary,  in  charge  also  of  the 
department  of  supplies,  the  development  of  spiritual  resources,  inter- 
cession, family  worship,  stewardship,  plans  for  conference  and  special 
meetings,  and  the  strengthening  of  the  Home  Base.  The  maintenance 
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of  the  depository  of  missionary  and  religious  literature  and  its  distri- 
bution, previously  under  the  Home  Base  secretary,  became,  under  the 
new  by-laws  one  of  the  duties  of  the  new  Home  Cultivation  secretary 
in  charge  of  Publication  and  Publicity,  Miss  Sara  Estelle  Haskin,  with 
the  supervision  of  the  creation  and  publication  of  leaflet  and  other 
literature  necessary  for  the  missionary  education  of  women,  young 
people,  and  children,  and  the  direction  of  the  publicity  work  of  the 
Council.  Under  the  old  by-laws,  the  other  educational  secretary,  Mrs. 
Hume  R.  Steele,  had  had  charge  of  mission  and  Bible  study  and  mis- 
sionary candidate  cultivation,  the  promotion  of  missionary  education 
through  institutes  and  summer  conferences,  with  the  presentation  of 
the  applications  of  missionary  candidates  at  the  beginning  of  the  senior 
year  in  the  training  school  to  the  Candidates  Committee  of  the  Coun- 
cil for  tentative  acceptance  without  designation  of  field.  These  duties 
were  divided  under  the  new  by-laws.  Mission  and  Bible  study,  plan- 
ning for  the  svstematic  cultivation  of  students  of  church  and  state 
schools,  and  co-operating  with  other  boards  of  the  church  and  with 
other  Christian  agencies  in  the  conduct  of  assemblies,  conferences,  and 
similar  group  meetings,  became  the  duties  of  the  new  Home  Cultiva- 
tion secretary  in  charge  of  Missionary  Education  and  committed  to 
Mrs.  B.  W.  Lipscomb,  while  the  enlistment  and  cultivation  of  candi- 
dates for  missionary  work  at  home  and  abroad,  with  plans  for  syste- 
matic visitation  of  church  and  state  schools  and  co-operation  with  other 
boards  of  the  church  and  Christian  agencies  in  the  conduct  of  assem- 
blies, conferences,  and  similar  group  meetings  became  the  duties  of  the 
new  Candidate  secretary's  office  which  Mrs.  Hume  R.  Steele  filled. 

By-law  10,  providing  for  monthly  conferences  between  Adminis- 
trative, Educational  and  Home  Base  secretaries  and  treasurer,  and  by- 
law 11,  fixing  the  duties  of  field  secretaries,  were  stricken  out.  By- 
law 13,  concerning  the  10  women  managers  of  the  Board  of  Missions 
and  their  relation  to  the  Council  was  stricken  out,  and  the  following 
substitute  became  by-law  10  in  the  new  by-laws:  "The  ten  women 
elected  at  large  by  the  Council,  known  as  managers,  shall  extend  the 
work  by  attending  conference,  district,  and  other  meetings  when 
practicable,  and  shall  seek  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  work  in  every 
way  possible.  The  election  of  any  of  these  women  to  the  Board  of 
Missions  shall  not  create  a  vacancy  among  the  managers. 

By-law  18,  concerning  the  Executive  Committee  was  stricken  out, 
and  the  following  substitute  became  by-law  12:  (1)  The  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Council  shall  be  composed  of  the  officers  of  the 
Council,  the  woman  editor  of  The  Missionary  Voicr,  the  treasurer, 
cultivation  secretaries,  and  managers  of  the  Council,  the  chairman  of 
the  Department  of  the  Woman's  Work  of  the  Board  of  Missions,  and 
three  additional  members  of  that  department,  provided  they  are  acting 
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as  president  or  corresponding  secretary  of  their  respective  conferences. 
The  Council  shall  elect  these  three  members  by  ballot.  (2)  A  majority 
of  members  of  the  committee  shall  constitute  a  quorum.  (3)  The 
secretaries  for  the  Woman's  Work  shall  be  notified  of  all  meetings 
and  requested  to  attend  and  present  the  work  of  their  respective  depart- 
ments. (4)  This  committee  shall  hold  a  mid-year  meeting  to  review 
the  work  of  the  year  and  to  attend  to  any  other  business. 

In  the  first  paragraph  of  by-law  19,  which  became  by-law  13  in 
the  new  by-laws,  the  following  verbal  changes  were  made:  The  Coun- 
cil in  annual  session  shall  recommend  (instead  of  "appropriate") 
funds  (instead  of  "money")  for  the  maintenance  of  its  work  in  all 
fields  for  the  expense  of  administration,  and  for  a  contingent  fund. 
These  recommendations  (instead  of  "appropriations")  shall  be  sub- 
mitted (instead  of  "recommended")  to  the  Board  of  Missions.  The 
paragraphs  2  and  3  were  unchanged.  By-law  21,  concerning  projection 
of  new  work  and  appropriation  of  money  outside  the  contingent  fund 
was  stricken  out.  There  were  a  number  of  changes  made  in  the  stand- 
ing committees  which  it  is  not  necessary  however  to  record  here,  as 
they  did  not  directly  affect  the  conference  or  auxiliary  societies. 

In  the  conference  societies  a  superintendent  of  Literature  and 
Publicity  was  added,  and  a  by-law  was  added  defining  her  duties,  to 
make  a  careful  study  of  the  literature  published  by  the  Woman's  De- 
partment, Board  of  Missions,  with  reference  to  the  needs  of  the  con- 
ference, and  make  recommendations  to  the  Home  Cultivation  secretary 
in  charge  of  Literature;  to  be  responsible  for  the  distribution  of  the 
literature  throughout  the  conference,  promote  the  dissemination  of 
missionary  news  through  the  church  and  secular  press,  and  collect 
clippings  of  missionary  news  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Home  Cultivation 
secretary  in  charge  of  Literature  to  whom  also  she  was  to  make 
quarterly  reports.  The  corresponding  secretary  and  superintendent  of 
Study  must  report  respectively  to  the  secretary  of  Home  Cultivation 
in  charge  of  Organization,  and  the  secretary  of  Home  Cultivation  in 
charge  of  Missionary  Education.  The  superintendent  of  Social  Service 
was  directed  to  co-operate  with  the  civic  and  social  agencies  for  reform, 
seeking  to  bring  the  women  of  the  conference  into  relation  with  them, 
and  to  report  quarterly  to  the  Council  superintendent  of  Social  Service, 
instead  of,  as  formerly,  the  administrative  secretary  of  Educational 
Institutions  and  Social  Service. 

To  the  auxiliary  constitution  was  added  this  paragraph  as  a  part  of 
Article  2:  "The  auxiliary  shall  engage  in  definite  personal  missionary 
work  in  its  own  community,  such  as  systematic  friendly  visiting,  Bible 
teaching,  cottage  prayer  meetings,  and  other  lines  of  missionary  effort 
with  the  unchurched,  the  foreigners,  and  the  negroes."  A  new  superin- 
tendent was  added,  the  superintendent  of  Publicity.  As  paragraph  2  of 
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by-law  1,  the  following  was  inserted:  "The  president  by  virtue  of  her 
office  is  a  member  of  the  quarterly  conference.  Where  there  is  more 
than  one  adult  auxiliary  in  a  church,  the  president  of  the  auxiliary  first 
organized  shall  be  the  member  of  the  quarterly  conference."  The 
duties  of  the  old  superintendent  of  Study  and  Publicity  were  divided 
between  the  two  superintendents,  the  responsibility  of  organizing 
mission  and  Bible  study  classes  and  prayer  circles  remained  upon  the 
superintendent  of  Study,  while  the  superintendent  of  Publicity  must 
disseminate  missionary  news  throughout  the  church,  present  the  Mis- 
sionary Bulletin  in  the  auxiliary  meetings,  send  items  to  the  church 
and  secular  press  and  missionary  clippings  to  the  conference  superin- 
tendent of  Publicity  to  whom  she  must  report  quarterly.  In  small 
auxiliaries  the  work  of  the  two  might  be  done  by  one  superintendent, 
making  reports  to  both  conference  superintendents.  The  duties  of  the 
Social  Service  superintendent  were  increased.  She  must  stimulate  and 
direct  the  study  and  investigation  of  social  questions,  seek  to  bring 
about  social  reforms  by  securing  participation  of  auxiliary  members 
in  the  civic  and  welfare  movements  of  the  community,  have  charge 
of  the  Social  Service  studies  and  programs  issued  by  Council,  co-operate 
with  the  Young  People's  and  Children's  superintendents  in  their  plans, 
and  have  supervision  of  whatever  share  the  auxiliary  might  have  in 
the  constructive  relief  work  of  the  church,  making  quarterly  reports 
to  the  conference  superintendent  of  Social  Service.  She  might  draw 
on  the  local  fund  for  funds  to  use  in  her  work  provided  the  use  of 
the  money  did  not  conflict  with  the  by-law  regulating  that  fund.  The 
superintendent  of  Local  Work  was  relieved  of  the  charity  work  of 
the  church,  but  still  had  charge  of  the  social  features  of  the  auxiliary, 
supervision  of  whatever  share  her  auxiliary  might  have  in  the  care  of 
the  church  and  the  parsonage,  giving  special  attention  to  the  shut-in 
and  the  unchurched. 

Such  changes  as  were  necessary  to  bring  them  into  harmony  with 
these  changes  were  made  in  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  Young 
People's  and  Children's  Societies. 

1923  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 

In  her  annual  message  to  the  conference  society  meeting  in  Hen- 
derson in  1923,  the  president,  Miss  May  Edla  Smith,  likened  the 
North  Carolina  Conference  to  a  mission  field,  with  its  challenge  of 
"523  churches  whose  women  have  no  organization  to  give  them  an 
enlarged  vision  of  helping  to  save  this  world  for  Jesus  Christ.  There 
is  no  chapel  £by  the  side  of  the  road'  that  does  not  need  regularly  a 
vital  missionary  program.  Such  a  privilege  belongs  to  you  of  the  nearby 
strong  church,  and  such  an  opportunity,  next  to  reaching  the  uninter- 
ested woman  in  the  home  church,  is  our  first  missionary  duty;  for  the 
forces  at  the  home  base  must  be  strengthened  if  we  reach  as  we  should 
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the  unsaved  of  the  world.  .  .  .  To  reach  every  church,  in  every 
county  in  every  district  in  the  North  Carolina  Conference — a  mighty 
task,  yea,  a  glorious  privilege.  God  can  do  it  through  us." 

With  thanksgiving  the  corresponding  secretary  made  her  report  of 
the  year's  work;  thanksgiving  for  the  consecration  of  conference 
officers,  for  the  loyalty  and  fidelity  of  the  auxiliary  women,  and  that 
God  had  blessed  their  efforts.  Gratifying  gains  had  been  made  in  many 
departments.  The  conference  had  received  special  mention  at  Council 
for  its  increase  in  number  of  members  and  for  the  amount  of  pledge 
raised.  In  its  financial  status  it  stood  third  in  the  Council.  The  Young 
People  were  fifth,  the  Juniors  first,  the  Babies  fifth,  and  the  combined 
Children's  Work  held  second  place.  The  increase  in  amount  of  money 
sent  Council  treasurer  gave  cause  for  happiness.  Mrs.  Boney  had  pre- 
sided over  a  district  secretaries'  conference  in  Raleigh  at  which  definite 
plans  were  made  for  a  greater  conference.  "The  district  secretaries 
were  asked  to  appoint  a  chairman  for  each  county  to  assist  in  develop- 
ing and  organizing  missionary  societies  in  churches  where  there  were 
none.  This  has  been  most  successful.  Two  counties  on  the  Wilming- 
ton District  and  four  counties  on  the  Weldon  District  hold  county- 
wide  meetings  quarterly.  Some  of  the  districts  have  held  group  meet- 
ings, and  all  have  held  one  or  more  meetings."  Mrs.  Boney  attended 
many  meetings  during  the  year,  auxiliary,  group,  district,  and  federa- 
tion meetings,  with  several  trips  looking  to  organization  of  new  aux- 
iliaries, going  also  to  three  inter-racial  meetings  in  Blue  Ridge,  Raleigh 
and  Atlanta,  taking  in  Brevard  School  on  the  trip  to  Blue  Ridge. 

The  Week  of  Prayer  was  observed  by  126  auxiliaries,  the  Fayette- 
ville  District  as  usual  being  100%  perfect  on  that  point;  there  were 
1,940  subscribers  to  "The  Missionary  Voice";  436  to  "Young  Chris- 
tian Worker";  145  presented  Christian  stewardship;  and  27  Adult 
Auxiliaries,  7  Young  People's,  and  10  Children's  Societies  made  the 
Honor  Roll. 

The  Young  People's  report  was  made  by  the  superintendent  in  the 
form  of  an  itemized  statement  of  each  district's  activities  during  the 
year.  All  but  three  districts,  Fayetteville,  Warrenton,  and  Washing- 
ton, showed  a  decrease  in  finances,  those  three  showing  increases. 
"In  regard  to  the  financial  obligations,"  Miss  Duke  said,  "we  failed 
to  reach  our  quota.  I  have  given  in  detail  these  facts,  not  to  discourage 
you,  but  that  you  may  know,  and  that  in  the  knowing  you  may  be  able 
to  go  into  the  new  year's  work  with  a  greater  determination  to  win 
than  ever  before." 

The  Children's  superintendent,  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  thanked 
God  "for  a  good  year.  We  have  had  many  discouraging  things  to 
happen,  yet  our  work  has  gone  forward.  I  think  that  where  we  have 
failed  the  woman's  auxiliary,  in  most  cases  should  bear  the  blame.  32 
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Baby  Divisions  and  27  Junior  Divisions  have  had  to  be  dropped  for 
la.ck  of  good  women  to  take  charge.  This  cuts  our  number  of  bands 
down  much  lower  than  last  year,  though  we  have  added  14  new  Baby 
Divisions  and  20  new  Junior  Divisions;  46  auxiliaries  observed  Week 
of  Prayer;  2  life  members,  Barden  Winstead  and  Martha  Scott  Dam- 
eron,  were  added  to  the  Baby  Division;  3  names  were  placed  on  the 
memorial  roll,  Edward  Herbert  Gibson,  Jr.,  Mary  Hinson,  and  Mary 
Franklin  Biggs;  and  Mrs.  Mary  Eliza  Bryan  was  made  a  life  mem- 
ber of  the  Junior  Division  by  the  Centenary,  New  Bern,  auxiliary. 
Comparatively,  only  a  few  reported  study  circles.  The  banner  for 
raising  the  most  money  has  been  won  by  Laurinburg,  and  Sanford 
again  wins  the  banner  for  the  most  money  per  member.  Rockingham 
District  remains  in  the  lead." 

The  Study  Standard  of  Excellence  Adopted 
The  superintendent  of  Study  and  Publicity,  Mrs.  J.  LeGrand 
Everett,  reported  increase  in  number  of  new  adult  mission  and  Bible 
study  classes,  a  decrease  in  number  of  mission  study  classes  by  both 
Young  People  and  Children's  auxiliaries,  but  an  increase  by  the  Young 
People  in  number  of  Bible  study  classes;  an  increase  in  number  of 
reading  circles  and  missionary  libraries,  and  in  the  publicity  work. 
"Our  conference  stands  15th  from  the  top  in  37  conferences  reporting 
mission  study  and  22nd  from  the  top  in  Bible  study,  so  that  even  with 
our  encouraging  increase  there  is  still  much  room  for  improvement  if 
we  care  to  keep  pace  with  the  other  conferences  in  our  educational 
work  as  we  do  in  our  financial  standing."  In  order  to  stimulate  mission- 
ary reading  and  the  accumulation  of  missionary  libraries  the  Study 
superintendent  had  offered  a  check  with  which  to  buy  books  to  use  in 
any  way  preferred,  to  the  district  reporting  the  largest  percentage  of 
auxiliaries  owning  missionary  libraries.  This  was  presented  to  Mrs. 
Flora  Kendall  for  the  New  Bern  District.  A  study  standard  of  excel- 
lence based  on  the  duties  of  the  auxiliary  study  superintendent  as  laid 
down  in  the  by-laws  for  auxiliaries,  with  a  definite  yearly  study  sched- 
ule based  on  Council  recommendations  and  requirements,  was  presented 
by  the  Study  superintendent,  and,  after  discussion,  was  adopted  by  the 
conference. 

The  Social  Service  superintendent,  Mrs.  F.  S.  Love,  found  the 
reporting  rather  a  discouraging  matter,  but  the  majority  of  the  aux- 
iliaries had  Social  Service  committees,  and  were  doing  a  splendid  type 
of  work,  making  in  that  department  a  phase' of  work  of  some  account 
and  importance.  About  three-fourths  of  them  used  the  social  service 
topics;  most  of  them  were  doing  the  more  familiar  forms  of  social 
service,  such  as  friendly  visiting,  ministry  to  sick  and  shut-ins,  and 
strangers,  relief  work  of  various  kinds,  and  many  services  of  varied 
sort  in  public  institutions;  legislative  committees  informed  the  women 
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of  proposed  legislation,  served  on  school  boards  and  assisted  at  elections; 
one  auxiliary  observed  Negro  Health  Week;  one  organized  a  com- 
munity club  for  the  negroes;  one  held  a  mass  meeting  for  negro 
women;  and  one  secured  workers  for  putting  on  a  financial  drive  for 
a  negro  hospital.  Nearly  every  auxiliary  co-operated  with  other  agencies 
already  at  work,  such  as  the  Red  Cross,  Travelers'  Aid,  Y.  W.  C.  A., 
Parent  Teachers  Associations,  Civic  Leagues,  and  Welfare  Boards. 
One  auxiliary  had  a  member  on  the  Social  Service  Committee  of  each 
civic  and  welfare  organization  in  the  city;  others  furnished  lunches 
to  school  children,  layettes  for  poor  cases,  held  community  sings,  made 
community  sanitary  surveys,  carried  ladies  from  the  old  ladies'  home 
to  church,  did  night  school  work,  promoted  health  demonstrations,  and 
assisted  a  county  nurse  with  her  work  among  tuberculosis  patients. 
Over  50  letters  were  written  to  members  of  the  previous  legislature 
urging  their  support  of  the  Mothers'  Aid  Bill. 

Mrs.  Ida  Wilkins  said  that  the  year  had  been  the  most  responsive 
she  had  known  in  the  Supply  Department.  The  donations  to  Brevard 
were  liberal  and  valuable,  and  those  to  Ivey  Hospital  much  appreciated. 
There  had  not  been  so  many  calls  from  preachers'  families,  but  they 
had  been  answered  in  every  case.  There  were  given  her  6  suits  of 
clothes  for  distribution,  which  were  not  included  in  the  total  of  $989.- 
23  in  67  donations. 

In  Memoriam 

At  the  memorial  service,  an  annual  conference  event,  conducted 
by  Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott,  beautiful  memoirs  were  read  in  honor  of  Mrs. 
R.  A.  Willis,  conference  president  emeritus,  and  Mrs.  Edgar  Lee  Hart 
of  Wilmington,  conference  superintendent  of  Literature,  written  by 
Mrs.  L.  M.  Hendren  and  Mrs.  Harvey  Boney.  For  many  years  Mrs. 
Willis  had  been  one  of  the  outstanding  women  in  the  church,  especially 
in  its  missionary  life.  She  succeeded  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Cuninggim  as 
conference  president  in  1907,  and  held  that  office  until,  on  account  of 
failing  health  and  strength,  she  resigned  it  after  six  years  of  faithful 
service.  As  long  as  she  lived  she  kept  her  own  particular  place  in  the 
hearts  of  the  conference  women,  who  honored  her  for  her  life  of 
active  righteousness  and  constructive  service,  loving  her  for  her  genial 
friendliness,  attractive  personality,  and  her  loving-kindness  to  every- 
body. Mrs.  Hart  had  not  lived  so  long  a  life,  but  she  was  an  equally 
outstanding  Christian  character  in  church,  community,  and  confer- 
ence life,  honored  and  loved  by  all  who  knew  her.  Only  forty  years 
she  had  lived,  but  those  years  had  belonged  to  her  Lord,  in  Whose 
service,  actually,  she  died,  for  it  was  in  selling  Christmas  seals  in  the 
annual  campaign  for  funds  with  which  to  fight  the  Great  White 
Plague,  that,  on  a  day  of  dreadful  weather  the  exposure  brought  on 
an  illness  to  which  she  soon  succumbed.  The  conference  honored  itself 
in  honoring  its  beloved  dead. 
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Conference  Action 

The  Belle  H.  Bennett  Memorial.  The  most  important  decision  of 
this  conference  was  its  vote  to  subscribe  $25,000.00  to  the  Belle  H. 
Bennett  Memorial  Fund.  After  the  plan  to  raise  a  minimum  sum  of 
$500,000.00,  for  the  erection  in  Greater  Scarritt  of  a  memorial  to 
Miss  Bennett,  had  been  explained  by  Mrs.  J.  H.  McCoy,  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Lamb  made  an  inspirational  talk,  in  which  she  prayed  that  the 
North  Carolina  Conference  might  have  faith  to  pledge  $25,000.00 
as  a  love  gift  to  this  fund,  over  and  above  its  regular  pledge.  Her 
talk  brought  forth  a  motion  which  was  seconded  and  adopted,  that 
that  amount  be  pledged,  to  be  prorated  for  payment  among  the  dis- 
tricts on  the  basis  of  the  amount  of  the  regular  pledge  paid. 

A  "Shower"  for  Sallie  Lou  McKinnon 

Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson  made  an  appeal  to  the  conference  which 
met  with  ready  and  delighted  response.  Miss  McKinnon  was  to  be 
returning  to  her  mission  in  China  in  the  late  summer,  after  her  fur- 
lough at  home,  and  Mrs.  Wilson's  suggestion  that  she  be  "showered" 
with  supplies  for  Virginia  School  at  Huchow,  to  be  taken  back  with 
her  as  part  of  her  luggage,  was  heartily  approved  by  the  conference. 
Not  merely  a  "shower,"  therefore,  but  a  regular  downpour  of  all 
kinds  of  household  necessities,  comforts,  and  even  a  few  luxuries,  with 
very  many  personal  gifts,  descended  upon  Sallie  Lou,  as  an  evidence 
of  the  great  love  the  conference  feels  for  her,  in  plenty  of  time  to  be 
properly  packed  for  transportation. 

(iThe  Luncheon  Dollar."  Two  new  standing  rules  were  adopted. 
The  first,  "that  a  registration  fee  of  $1.00  be  sent  with  the  name  of 
each  delegate  to  the  conference,  this  amount  to  be  applied  on  delegate's 
luncheon  two  days  of  the  conference  session,"  was  with  the  hope  of 
correcting  the  habit  of  sending  on  the  names  of  women  as  delegates  to 
conference,  who  then  very  often  did  not  go  and  did  not  notify  the 
hostess  auxiliary  they  would  not  be  there,  thus  causing  much  unneces- 
sary trouble  and  expense.  The  other  was  "that  all  corresponding  secre- 
taries of  Young  People's  and  Children's  Work  report  to  district  sec- 
retaries, so  that  the  district  secretaries  may  be  in  close  touch  with  these 
departments."  This  was  added  at  the  1922  conference:  "That  a  Com- 
mittee on  Publication  be  named  by  the  Executive  Committee.  Said  com- 
mittee to  consist  of  an  editor,  a  treasurer  and  circulating  agent.  Said 
committee  shall  be  a  standing  committee,  the  treasurer  and  agent  to 
publish  reports  semi-annually,  and  to  co-operate  with  the  editor  at  all 
times." 

A  New  Social  Service  Superintendent 
Mrs.  Lee  Johnson  of  Weldon  was  elected  conference  superinten- 
dent of  Social  Service  to  succeed  Mrs.  F.  S.  Love  who  had  found  it 
necessary  to  resign  this  office. 
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The  Korean  urn  was  presented  to  Miss  Vara  Herring  for  the  Ral- 
eigh District,  the  second  time,  for  having  the  largest  number  of  auxili- 
aries on  the  honor  roll. 

It  was  announced  that  Misses  Olivia  Miller  and  Elizabeth  Bass 
would  complete  their  terms  at  Scarritt  at  the  close  of  that  school  year. 
Miss  Miller  was  consecrated  as  home  missionary  at  Council  and  ap- 
pointed to  the  Holston  Conference  Orphanage  at  Greenville,  Tenn. 
In  September  Miss  Bass  expected  to  enter  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  to 
study  nursing  in  order  to  enter  the  foreign  missionary  service  as  a 
trained  and  registered  nurse. 

Deaconess  Mary  Nichols 

"It  was  in  September  of  1920  that  Miss  Mary  Nichols  of  Roxboro  volun- 
teered for  definite  Christian  service  and  entered  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School 
to  prepare  herself  for  it.  While  she  was  a  member  of  a  Bright  Jewel  Band  in 
her  childhood  and  surrounded  by  Christian  influences  in  her  home  and  com- 
munity life,  all  of  which  helped  to  lay  the  foundation  upon  which  her  dedica- 
tion of  herself  rested,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Gates,  more  than  any  other  one  person  per- 
haps, showed  her  that  it  was  possible  for  her  to  do  the  work  she  wanted  to  do. 
Her  first  appointment  after  her  graduation  from  Scarritt  in  1922  was  to  the 
Ruth  Hargrove  Settlement  and  School  at  Key  West,  Fla.,  where  through  her 
teaching  third,  fourth  and  fifth  grades,  her  Sunday  school  class  of  young  people, 
her  mothers'  club,  work  on  the  playground,  night  classes,  and  visiting,  she  felt 
she  had  been  able  to  reach  a  few  and  lead  them  forward  along  the  road  toward 
the  Christ.  In  1923  she  was  appointed  to  the  Wesley  Community  House  in  Atlanta, 
where  the  abundance  of  work  she  found  to  do  there  was  a  joy  to  her,  particu- 
larly her  mothers'  club.  She  organized  sewing  and  cooking  classes,  boys'  and 
girls'  clubs,  and  was  assisted  by  a  splendid  corps  of  volunteer  teachers  from  the 
different  churches  of  the  city  and  Agnes  Scott  College.  She  was  two  years  there, 
after  which  she  was  appointed  to  the  Trinity  Institutional  Church  in  Richmond, 
Va.,  where  her  work  was  of  the  same  kind.  During  the  next  three  years  she 
was  in  turn  head  resident  at  the  Wesley  Community  House  in  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
at  Centenary  Institute  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  at  the  Co-operative  Home  in 
Shreveport,  La.  Each  year  has  brought  her  greater  joy  in  service,  and  though 
carrying  for  her  also  many  trials  and  disappointments,  the  joy  is  so  much  greater 
than  all  else,  that  the  trials  are  soon  forgotten,  and  she  hopes,  if  God  wills,  that 
she  may  continue  in  some  phase  of  Council  work  as  long  as  she  lives." 

New  Auxiliaries 

West  End,  February,  1922.  The  pastor  and  his  wife,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Brown,  organized  an  auxiliary  at  West  End,  on  the  second  Sunday  in  February, 
1922,  with  16  members  and  these  officers:  President,  Mrs.  Lena  Lewis;  vice- 
president,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Oglesby;  secretary,  Miss  Janie  Fletcher ;  treasurer,  Mrs. 
J.  B.  Voncannon;  Mesdames  W.  H.  Brown,  E.  L.  Ammonds,  John  Ellis,  W.  A; 
Johnson,  W.  H.  Mastette,  M.  L.  Morris,  Lawrence,  F.  W.  Voncannon,  J.  C. 
Shoe,  T.  J.  Fletcher,  J.  A.  Monroe,  and  S.  L.  Pulliam.  There  had  been  a  Ladies' 
Aid  Society  here  for  several  years.  The  new  society  met  monthly,  had  a  reading 
circle  class,  and  did  a  great  deal  of  local  work.  In  192  5  we  placed  the  name  of 
our  society  in  Bennett  Book  of  Remembrance.  We  have  had  no  children's  or 
young  people's  society  connected  with  our  auxiliary  for  in  1920  they  had  been 
organized  into  Junior  and  Senior  Epworth  Leagues  by  Mr.  Culbreth,  the  pastor. 
— Mrs.  J.  B.  Voncannon. 

Lebanon,  March,  1922.  Mrs.  Daniel  Lane  organized  a  woman's  missions  j 
society  at  Lebanon  Church  in  March,  1922,  with  these  members:  Mesdames  J.  E. 
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Cordon,  Tom  Edmondson,  H.  S.  Grantham,  E.  C.  Exum,  George  West,  and 
Miss  Naomi  Grantham. — Mrs.  E.  C.  Exum. 

W  oodsdale,  June,  1922.  Our  auxiliary  at  Woodsdale  was  organized  in  June, 
1922,  by  Mrs.  B.  C.  Thompson,  with  these  members:  Mesdames  B.  C.  Thompson, 
Z.  V.  Barnette,  H.  S.  Barnette,  George  Kerr,  J.  E.  Clayton,  N.  M.  Jordan,  Mollie 
Williams,  G.  B.  Williams,  and  J.  P.  Williams.  Our  first  Children's  Society  was 
organized  in  1925  by  Mrs.  H.  S.  Barnette  with  these  members:  Lambuth  Jordan, 
Jenny  Kerr,  Lois,  Ollie,  Talmage,  Palmer  and  Morris  Clayton,  and  Belvin  and 
Christine  Barnette.  The  same  year  Miss  Pearl  Crowder  organized  the  following 
young  people  into  a  Young  People's  Society:  Janie,  Floyd,  and  Thornton  Ander- 
son, Buck,  Elizabeth,  and  Scottie  Barnette,  Norma  Carver,  Bruce  Clayton,  Frances 
Crowder,  Grace  Kerr,  and  Grace  Long. — Inda  Lee  Williams. 

Enfield,  1922.  Mrs.  Rufus  Bradley  organized  an  auxiliary  in  Enfield  in 
1922,  and  was  elected  its  president.  There  were  27  members  enrolled.  Much 
interest  was  added  to  the  meetings  by  Mrs.  Knowles  in  the  good  programs  she 
arranged.  The  first  donation  it  made  was  blankets  for  Brevard  Institute.  In  1924 
the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  came  in  with  the  missionary  society.  Study  classes  were 
organized  by  Mrs.  C.  T.  Rogers,  the  pastor's  wife,  in  which  much  interest  was 
taken.  Mrs.  Rogers  organized  a  Young  People's  Missionary  Society,  and  in  1924 
the  Bright  Jewels  grew  from  10  to  30  members  under  the  superintendence  of 
Mrs.  Shippe.  Our  society  is  doing  good  work. — Mrs.  C.  T.  Rogers. 

Our  Conference  Daughters  at  Home 
The  conference  had  been  very  happy  and  greatly  blessed  during 
the  year  to  have  at  home  on  furlough  and  leave  of  absence,  its  mission- 
ary daughters,  Misses  Ida  Hankins  of  Wilmington,  from  Korea,  Sallie 
Lou  McKinnon  of  Maxton,  from  China,  and  Deaconess  Ellen  Gainey 
of  Fayette ville,  from  Kingdom  House,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  who  had  been 
sources  of  helpfulness  and  inspiration  in  many  meetings  during  the 
time  they  were  at  home,  though  there  had  come  hours  of  sorrow  to 
them. 

1924.  The  Woman's  Missionary  Council 
Mrs.  F.  F.  Stephens  told  the  Council  in  her  annual  message  that 
the  missionary  societies  had  done  more  work  in  1923  than  they  had 
ever  done  before,  and  with  greater  efficiency.  They  had  entered  into 
all  the  church-wide  movements  in  many  ways,  giving  collectively  many 
weeks  of  especially  hard  work  in  trying  to  bring  in  the  Centenary 
offerings.  They  assisted  in  the  Special  Effort  for  Superannuate  Endow- 
ment. They  supported  officially  the  first  large  attempt  of  the  church 
to  study  its  social  tasks  by  sending  conference  superintendents  to  Lake 
Junaluska  when  the  "Commission  on  Temperance  and  Social  Service 
called  its  leaders  and  workers,  men  and  women  to  study  the  application 
of  Christian  principles  to  world  problems."  One  of  the  outstanding 
events  of  the  year  had  been  the  establishment  of  Scarritt  College  for 
Christian  Workers.  The  thought  of  a  Greater  Scarritt  was  born,  doubt- 
less, in  the  mind  and  heart  which  gave  birth  many  years  ago  to  the 
idea  of  a  great  training  school  for  missionaries,  Miss  Belle  H.  Bennett. 
It  was  in  June  of  1919  that  the  first  official  action  was  taken  towards 
making  the  thought  a  reality,  under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  Ed  F. 
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Cook,  Scarritt's  president.  After  his  resignation  in  July,  1921,  his 
successor,  Dr.  J.  L.  Cuninggim,  "made  clear  to  the  Board  of  Mana- 
gers his  conviction  that  the  location  of  Scarritt  should  be  decided  only 
in  connection  with  a  comprehensive  program  of  missionary  training 
for  the  church  as  a  whole.  It  is  worthy  of  note,  as  showing  the  splen- 
did attitude  of  the  women  intimately  connected  with  Scarritt,  that  they 
accepted  the  suggestion  and  heartily  co-operated  in  trying  to  work  out 
the  unified  program  of  training  for  the  entire  church." 

Scarritt  College  Located 

"Last  year  we  talked  of  a  'Greater  Scarritt.'  That  Scarritt  is  coming-  as  fast 
as  so  large  a  project  can,  and  it  is  coming  in  the  right  way.  The  sentiment 
which  has  animated  those  who  have  worked  for  it  is  expressed  in  the  words  of 
Woodrow  Wilson:  'Let  us  set  for  ourselves  a  standard  so  high  that  it  will  be  a 
glory  to  live  up  to  it,  and  then  let  us  live  up  to  it.' 

"The  establishment  of  Scarritt  College  for  Christian  Workers  has  been  the 
pre-eminent  piece  of  work  for  this  past  year.  Many  committees  from  the  Wo- 
man's Missionary  Council,  the  Scarritt  Board  of  Managers,  and  the  Board  of 
Missions  have  been  loyally  and  incessantly  at  work  during  the  twelvemonth. 
Prayers  have  ascended  continuously  for  guidance  along  every  step  of  the  way. 
Counsel  has  been  sought  with  leaders  of  the  church  whenever  a  decision  had  to 
be  made.  Old  friends  of  the  institution  have  given  freely  of  time  and  effort,  and 
new  friends  have  come  forward  to  serve  on  the  Board  of  Managers  and  add 
strength  to  strength. 

"As  you  all  know  there  was  opposition  to  locating  the  college  in  Nashville. 
In  some  measure  that  opposition  has  continued,  and  is  directed  against  the  in- 
stitution now  that  it  is  there.  The  opponents  were  of  two  classes,  those  who  did 
not  wish  the  school  to  leave  Kansis  City  at  all,  and  those  who,  while  willing  it 
should  be  moved,  thought  it  unwise  to  place  it  on  its  newly  chosen  campus  in 
Nashville.  All  the  objections  which  were  raised  were  given  careful  and  pro- 
longed consideration.  No  decision  was  reached  hastily.  The  conclusions  reached 
on  these  points  by  the  Council  committees  and  the  Scarritt  Board  were  reached 
by  such  large  majorities  as  to  be  almost  unanimous.  The  measure  carried  in  the 
Board  of  Missions  by  a  vote  of  thirty-seven  to  eighteen.  By  these  actions  the 
Training  School  was  reorganized  and  enlarged,  located  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and 
affiliated  with  George  Peabody  College  for  Teachers. 

"It  is  safe  to  say  that  the  newly  elected  Board  of  Trustees  is  so  composed 
as  to  have  the  confidence  of  the  great  body  of  the  church.  It  is  made  up  of 
representative  people,  men  and  women  from  different  sections,  in  whom  experience 
has  proved  the  church  may  have  confidence.  Half  of  the  members  of  the  Board 
are  members  of  this  body.  In  time  it  will  undoubtedly  have  the  confidence  of  the 
entire  church.  The  officers  and  members  are  leaders  of  recognized  integrity  and 
ability  whose  lives  are  given  to  whole-hearted  Christian  service. 

"The  new  plan  is  the  result  of  long  and  devoted  study.  It  means  a  forward 
step  in  missionary  preparation  in  the  church.  The  decision  has  been  made  by  the 
authorities  whose  duty  it  is  to  make  such  decisions.  Through  them  the  church  has 
spoken,  and  when  the  church  acts  on  such  a  matter  it  is  the  duty  and  the  custom 
of  its  members  to  co-operate  in  making  the  plan  a  reality  and  a  success. 

"There  is  need,  however,  of  personal  work  on  the  part  of  the  friends  of 
Scarritt  College.  The  church  does  not  think  alike  on  all  points.  It  does  not 
follow  that  because  certain  propaganda  does  not  affect  one  person  it  does  not 
affect  another.  The  atmosphere  of  questioning  is  prevalent  and  affects  all  the 
activities  of  the  kingdom.  The  women  of  this  organization,  by  a  quiet  hold  on 
God  and  the  exercise  of  faith  in  His  ruling  wisdom,  may  wield  an  enormous 
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influence,  not  only  in  this  matter,  but  in  the  really  Christian  life  of  the  age. 
We  are  a  Council  in  order  that  our  action  and  our  influence  may  be  in  the  group 
and  therefore  effective,  instead  of  singly  as  individuals  and  therefore  ineffective. 
Shall  we  not  make  this  year,  more  persistently  than  ever  before,  an  influence  for 
increasing  the  Christ  spirit  in  Christian  living? 

"It  would  not  be  possible  to  close  this  subject  without  words  of  appreciative 
and  affectionate  farewell  to  the  much-loved  institution  in  Kansas  City  whose 
passing  is  imminent.  Begun  in  prayer  and  self-sacrifice,  the  inspiration  of  its 
beginning  has  worked  its  subtle  magic  through  the  shifting  years,  sustaining  the 
faculties,  permeating  the  student  groups,  reaching  out  in  benign  influence  to  far- 
distant  people,  leavening  the  church-life  at  home,  disseminating  sweetness  and 
light  through  every  point  of  contact.  To  know  the  school  was  to  love  it,  to 
mention  was  to  praise.  From  its  ashes  will  rise  as  successor  such  a  training  school 
as  is  nowhere  else  to  be  found  in  the  entire  country.  But  the  hearts  of  those 
who  have  lived  in  the  old  halls,  worshipped  in  the  little  chapel,  learned  to  serve 
by  working  under  its  direction,  and  looked  to  it  for  guidance  when  the  world 
pressed  too  hard  in  later  years,  will  always  be  tender  in  remembrance  of  the 
Scarritt  they  knew." — Mrs.  F.  F.  Stephens  to  the  1924  Council. 

In  providing  for  this  greater  institution,  the  Council  had  specified 
certain  things.  The  name  Scarritt  must  be  preserved.  The  old  name, 
"Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School  for  Missionaries  and  Other  Chris- 
tian Workers,"  was  shortened  to  "Scarritt  College  for  Christian 
Workers."  The  assets  must  be  safeguarded:  After  much  thought  by 
the  committee  and  its  attorneys,  it  was  decided  that  the  Scarritt  assets, 
the  Bennett  Memorial,  and  any  other  funds  contributed  by  the  Coun- 
cil or  by  any  other  agency  "could  be  secured  most  simply  and  success- 
fully by  a  legal  contract  between  the  donor  and  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  Scarritt  College  for  Christian  Workers.  By  such  legal  contract, 
funds  contributed  by  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council  or  by  any  other 
agency,  in  the  event  the  institution  should  cease  to  operate,  would  be 
returned  pro  rata  to  the  donors  of  said  funds." 

"Affiliation"  did  not  mean  that  Scarritt  College  would  have  any 
organic  connection  with  or  be  in  any  way  controlled  by  any  other  in- 
stitution. It  was  merely  a  financial  arrangement  by  which  the  students 
of  either  could  elect  in  the  other  such  special  courses  as  might  be  par- 
ticularly desired  and  approved.  Scarritt  College  had  "its  own  identity, 
and  within  its  own  organization"  would  "provide  those  subjects  of 
instruction  which  furnish  the  foundations  of  Christian  faith  and  con- 
stitute the  body  of  religious  training.  Its  affiliation  with  Peabody  Col- 
lege makes  it  possible  for  its  students  to  secure  a  large  variety  of 
courses  that  are  of  great  value  for  special  fields  or  types  of  religious 
work." 

The  "Standard  Year"  Arrangement  Ends 
In  speaking  of  the  Financial  Advance  of  the  Council,  Mrs.. 
Stephens  said:  "The  basic  fact  confronting  us  is  the  essential  and  fun- 
damental soundness  of  our  financial  standing.  We  have  heard  on  every 
hand  the  urge  to  advance.  It  strikes  a  responsive  chord  because  advance 
;:as  always  been  the  motto  of  this  organization.  The  end  of  the  stand- 
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ard  year  arrangement  which  was  instituted  by  the  Centenary  Commis- 
sion, and  which  has  taken  into  the  Centenary  treasury  more  than  a 
million  dollars  of  money  collected  by  auxiliaries,  has  come.  From  this 
time  on,  the  Council  will  have  its  natural  increase  to  put  into  the  regu- 
lar work.  That  will  help,  but  it  will  not  be  enough.  In  the  foreign 
fields  there  is  a  long  list  of  Centenary  missionaries  who  are  now  de- 
pending upon  their  home  conferences  for  support.  There  are  unfinished 
enterprises,  there  are  advanced  costs  of  maintenance  due  to  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  work  as  well  as  to  increased  cost  of  living,  there  is  necessity 
for  new  equipment,  there  is  the  care  of  an  ever  enlarging  number  of 
workers.  In  the  home  field  the  mission  buildings  promised  through  the 
Centenary  must  be  erected.  A  considerable  number  of  the  askings  i» 
our  list  of  Centenary  projects  are  still  waiting  for  the  uncollected 
funds.  A  part  of  this  will  be  paid,  perhaps  all.  In  either  case  we  must 
keep  faith  with  our  constituency.  In  addition,  there  are  the  special 
funds  which  have  been  authorized  by  the  Council  from  time  to  time. 
The  dormitory  finances  are  fairly  well  provided,  and  this  year  should 
see  the  consummation  of  those  plans.  The  Belle  Bennett  Memorial,  is 
only  well  begun,  but  begun  with  an  enthusiasm  and  an  earnestness  of 
purpose  which  leaves  no  doubt  that  success  will  be  the  outcome  and 
that  the  memorial  will  be  one  that  will  be  a  credit  to  the  donors  and 
to  the  memory  of  their  beloved  past  president." 

A  Forum  on  Finance 
On  the  second  day  of  the  session,  in  a  Forum  on  Finance,  its  ap- 
pointed leader,  Mrs.  B.  W.  Lipscomb,  set  forth  the  necessity  for  an 
increase  in  the  regular  income,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  close  of  the 
Centenary  period  had  been  reached,  calling  upon  the  secretaries,  Misses 
Case  and  Howell  for  the  foreign  work,  and  Mesdames  McCoy  and 
Downs  for  the  home  work,  "to  explain  in  detail  the  cause  of  the  pres- 
ent dilemma."  There  was  not  time  for  lengthy  general  discussion,  so 
it  was  voted  that  "a  committee  on  findings  be  raised  to  formulate  a 
plan  for  financial  advance,  to  be  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Home 
Cultivation."  Mrs.  Harvey  Boney  was  one  of  the  seven  members  ap- 
pointed by  the  chair  to  serve  on  this  special  committee.  Mrs.  Boney 
was  a  member  also  of  the  session  committee  on  the  Belle  H.  Bennett 
Memorial. 

Other  Action 

Membershif  Campaign.  Especial  attention  was  called  to  the  matter 
of  the  goals  in  membership  and  organization  set  at  the  beginning  of 
the  quadrennium,  and  "in  order  to  reach  them  it  was  decided  the  cam- 
paign, for  the  remainder  of  the  quadrennium,  should  take  the  form  of 
a  church-wide-state-inter-conference  contest,  as  a  pleasant  stimulus. 

The  "Gibson  Auxiliary In  order  to  make  it  possible  to  enlist  more 
women  in  the  work,  the  organization  of  "circuit  missionary  societies" 
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was  authorized.  Also  the  "church-wide  cultivation  of  a  large  untouched 
group  of  isolated  women,  who  may  have  the  privilege  of  study  and 
of  making  an  offering  to  our  missionary  work.  That  this  organization 
shall  be  known  as  the  'Gibson  Auxiliary.'  That  literature  best  suited 
to  this  organization  be  provided." 

The  Carrying  On  Fund.  In  order  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  en- 
larged work  due  to  the  Centenary,  it  was  ordered  that  a  leaflet  be 
prepared  for  circulation  giving  a  clear  statement  of  facts  concerning 
the  situation  with  an  appeal  to  the  auxiliary  membership  for  funds  to 
meet  the  need:  concerning  how  the  situation  was  created,  the  need  for 
increased  maintenance  for  the  enlarged  work,  and  concerning  the 
amount  of  money  necessary  to  supply  the  need.  The  membership  of 
the  societies  were  requested,  also,  to  continue  their  former  annual  con- 
tributions in  whole  or  in  part,  as  a  special  for  the  Woman's  Work, 
to  be  called  the  "Carrying  On  Fund,"  to  pay  them  if  possible  at  the 
dates  corresponding  to  those  on  which  the  Centenary  was  previously 
paid. 

Bennett  Memorial  Plans.  The  committee  appointed  in  1923  to 
formulate  plans  for  raising  the  Bennett  Memorial  Fund,  faced  this 
question:  "Should  the  campaign  be  launched  with  the  usual  high 
pressure  method  used  in  campaigns,  or  would  the  memorial  carry  itself 
on  the  love  and  loyalty  of  the  women?"  Because  they  were  assured  of 
the  unfailing  fidelity  of  the  auxiliary  women,  and  were  "convinced 
that  the  only  acceptable  memorial  to  so  great  a  leader  must  have  as  its 
propelling  power  a  love  for  her  whom  we  seek  to  honor  and  a  love 
for  the  work  for  which  she  gave  herself  so  sacrificially,  the  latter 
course  was  adopted  for  the  current  year.  Large  gifts  were  needed,  but 
more  still  the  many  gifts  from  the  many.  Hoping  to  enlist  the  interest 
of  every  woman,  a  goal  of  $5.00  per  capita  was  set,  the  amount  to  be 
paid  by  December  31,  1926,  thus  giving  to  the  auxiliaries  three  full 
years  for  making  their  payments.  To  make  the  gifts  of  the  women  a 
permanent  and  vital  part  of  the  memorial,  a  memorial  plate  has  been 
planned  to  be  placed  in  Scarritt  College  carrying  the  names  of  all 
conferences  reaching  the  $5.00  per  capita  goal,  the  basis  of  member- 
ship to  be  the  adult  membership.  A  Belle  H.  Bennett  Book  of  Remem- 
brance is  also  to  be  prepared  in  which  will  be  inscribed  the  names  of 
all  auxiliaries — Adult,  Young  People,  or  Junior — reaching  this  goal. 

The  committee  has  constantly  kept  in  mind  that  no  fitting 
memorial,  however  worthy  the  objective,  can  possibly  be  expressed  in 
mere  money  gifts,  even  though  these  gifts  be  ins'pired  by  love;  that  the 
memorial  should  carry  with  it  into  the  heart  of  our  church  a  great 
spiritual  power  and  impetus  has  been  the  constant  desire.  With  this 
objective,  a  Belle  H.  Bennett  Prayer  League  has  been  organized,  and 
Mrs.  MacDonell,  Miss  Bennett's  long-time  spiritual  friend  and  co- 
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worker,  appointed  the  leader  of  this  great  spiritual  force."  The  work- 
ing plan  provided  for  a  conference  committee,  auxiliary  collector  and 
committee,  and  the  passage  of  all  money  for  the  Memorial  Fund, 
through  the  regular  channels.  These  plans  were  in  line  with  those  of 
the  Christian  Education  Movement.  Several  types  of  special  literature 
were  prepared  and  published,  and  circulated  throughout  the  church, 
for  its  information  and  inspiration,  in  order  to  promote  the  cause. 

The  Council  of  1924,  upon  the  recommendation  of  its  Sessions 
Committee  on  the  Belle  H.  Bennett  Memorial,  voted  that  the  Admin- 
istrative Building  of  Scarritt  College  to  be  erected  at  Nashville,  Tenn., 
should  be  the  memorial  to  Miss  Bennett;  that  the  amount  of  the 
Memorial  Fund,  over  and  above  the  amount  necessary  for  the  building 
and  equipment  of  the  Administration  Building  should  be  used  for  the 
endowment  of  the  Bible  Department;  that  because  of  the  part  Mrs. 
M.  D.  Wightman  had  had  as  co-worker  with  Miss  Bennett,  in  raising 
funds  for  establishing  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School,  permission 
should  be  given  to  place  a  memorial  to  her  within  the  Bennett  Me- 
morial Building;  and  that  $5.00  per  capita  should  be  the  minimum 
goal  as  a  conference  basis. 

1924  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 

The  annual  meeting  in  1924  was  presided  over  by  the  vice-presi- 
dent, Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott,  in  the  absence,  on  account  of  illness,  of  the 
president,  Mrs.  C.  M.  Earley.  The  records  for  1923  showed  that 
creditable  work  was  done  in  the  conference  by  both  officers  and  auxili- 
ary women,  but  the  laurels  were  for  the  "district  secretary,  who  carries, 
as  her  own,  all  the  problems  of  her  district."  There  had  been  a  net 
increase  of  1 1  adult  auxiliaries  and  292  members,  which  was  1  more 
auxiliary  and  92  more  members  than  the  goal  set.  "There  was  an 
increase  of  22  auxiliaries  presenting  stewardship  and  of  41  observing 
Week  of  Prayer — Fayetteville  District,  100%,  leading  in  the  Week 
of  Prayer  observance.  Rockingham  District  led  in  number  of  new 
members,  in  number  of  subscribers  to  The  Missionary  Voice,  amount 
of  money  sent  to  Council  treasurer  and  in  amount  of  money  paid  on 
Bennett  Memorial.  Raleigh  District  reported  most  auxiliaries  on  the 
honor  roll.  Weldon  District  reported  more  auxiliaries  than  any  other 
and  its  proportionate  part  of  the  Bennett  Memorial  paid  in  full.  Wash- 
ington District  reported  most  auxiliary  members."  There  were  32 
adult  auxiliaries  on  the  honor  roll.  The  pledge  to  Council  was  not  paid 
in  full,  even  with  the  large  initial  payment  on  the  Bennett  Memorial 
which  was  expected  to  be  over  and  above  the  regular  budget. 

The  Young  People,  while  organizing  12  new  auxiliaries,  lost  19 
old  ones.  The  overlapping  of  Epworth  League  activities  had  "handi- 
capped our  work.  This  is  a  very  discouraging  fact  and  many  auxiliaries 
were  lost  because  of  it."  During  the  year  12  mission  and  10  Bible 
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study  classes  were  reported,  and  3  reading  circles;  32  subscriptions  to 
The  Missionary  Voice ;  only  a  few  reported  any  social  service  activities; 
12  observed  Week  of  Prayer;  8  used  secular  press  in  publicity  work; 
4  sent  boxes  of  supplies;  and  while  only  8  made  the  honor  roll,  there 
were  12  others  which  deserved  very  special  mention.  On  the  whole 
their  superintendent  felt  that  there  was  cause  for  gratitude,  for  many, 
in  spite  of  real  difficulties,  had  been  persistent  and,  with  faith  and 
enthusiasm  in  the  cause,  had  been  able  to  go  forward. 

The  Conference's  First  Love  Gifts  to  Bennett  Memorial  Fund 
were  reported  from  the  Children's  Department.  "Eunice  Boney,  the 
little  daughter  of  our  corresponding  secretary,  gave  three  prized  gold 
dollars  from  among  her  treasures,  for  the  Bennett  Memorial  Fund, 
which  brought  $15.00  when  sold.  Then  a  friend  gave  $100.00  through 
the  children  for  this  fund."  To  Laurinburg  was  awarded  again  the 
Chinese  banner  for  raising  the  largest  amount  of  money,  and  the 
Korean  banner,  for  the  largest  amount  per  capita,  was  won  by  San- 
ford.  A  Chinese  red  satin  baby  blanket  which  had  been  given  to  Mrs. 
N.  H.  D.  Wilson  by  Miss  Sallie  Lou  McKinnon  while  she  was  at 
home,  Mrs.  Wilson  presented  to  the  Kinston  Baby  Division,  for  being 
the  best  baby  division  that  year.  "The  Rockingham  District  leads  in 
the  amount  of  money  raised;  Elizabeth  City,  second.  Elizabeth  City, 
the  largest  number  of  Baby  Divisions;  Raleigh,  second.  New  Bern, 
the  largest  number  of  babies  enrolled;  Elizabeth  City,  second.  Weldon 
has  the  largest  number  of  Junior  Divisions;  Elizabeth  City,  second. 
Elizabeth  City  the  largest  number  of  Junior  Division  members  with 
Weldon  second.  Elizabeth  City  is,  therefore,  for  1923,  the  banner 
district."  There  were  9  auxiliaries  on  the  honor  roll. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  classes  in  mission  and  Bible  study 
was  encouraging  to  the  superintendent  of  that  Department,  as  was  the 
growth  in  interest  manifested  by  many  letters  received  and  the  fine 
spirit  of  co-operation  of  the  auxiliary  superintendents  in  the  adoption 
of  suggestions  as  to  books  to  study  and  the  methods  of  conducting 
classes.  The  Study  superintendent  reported  that  she  had  formulated 
and  had  printed  the  standard  of  excellence  for  study  which  the  con- 
ference had  endorsed  and  adopted  the  year  before,  and  mailed  it  to 
the  auxiliaries;  that  it  had  been  endorsed  and  accepted  as  a  "fine  plan" 
for  this  conference  by  Mrs.  Hume  R.  Steele,  who  expressed  herself 
as  being  quite  pleased  with  it.  "This  plan  looks  to  conference  credits 
and  certificates  of  proficiency  as  an  aim  for  individual  members  and 
classes  as  a  whole,  and  is  modeled  after  those  of  the  schools  and  other 
organizations  which  give  credit  for  work  done  to  requirements."  Two 
classes,  the  Jane  K.  Meadows  of  New  Bern,  and  the  Minnie  P.  Gates 
of  Graham,  organized  for  standard  work,  but  on  account  of  some 
misunderstanding  of  the  requirements  the  latter  just  failed  to  meet 
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them  though  its  members  did  excellent  work.  The  Jane  K.  Meadows, 
with  its  faithful  superintendent,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Millett,  became  the 
first  class  to  receive  individual  and  class  certificates  of  credit  for  stand- 
ard work.  At  that  time  the  Council  was  giving  no  credit  certificates  for 
study.  The  superintendent  asked  that  a  superintendent  of  Publicity 
be  elected  in  accordance  with  the  changed  Council  and  conference  by- 
laws and  that  she  be  appointed  editor  of  the  Woman's  page  in  the 
Advocate. 

The  superintendent  of  Social  Service,  Mrs.  Lee  Johnson,  reached 
the  close  of  the  year  with  a  sense  of  gratitude,  grateful  for  the  privi- 
lege of  service  and  regretting  her  inability  to  accept  all  the  invitations 
extended  her.  The  growing  tendency  to  federate  the  social  service 
work  in  towns  and  districts  thereby  furnishing  effective  support  of 
ordinances  for  legislative  work,  and  for  measures  of  civic  or  social 
concern  for  the  larger  community,  was  noted  with  gratification.  "When 
we  speak  unitedly  there  is  so  much  power."  Efforts  were  being  made 
along  the  lines  of  the  Interracial  Commission  to  bring  about  better 
community  conditions.  The  women  were  growing  in  experience  with 
social  problems  and  were  organized  for  more  complex  forms  of  social 
service  work.  They  were  touching  fundamental  social  problems,  work- 
ing in  cases  of  need,  delinquency,  defectiveness  or  neglect.  They  were 
emphasizing  child  welfare,  in  the  school,  the  family,  playgrounds,  and 
institutions  for  the  crippled  and  tuberculous,  many  auxiliaries  entering 
heartily  into  the  movement  to  support  the  Child  Labor  Law.  They  had 
borne  their  responsibility  in  supporting  the  Woman's  Committee  on 
Law  Enforcement  by  the  sale  and  study  of  "Save  America,"  250 
copies  of  which  were  sold  in  the  conference.  They  were  actively  at 
work  trying  to  better  conditions  in  prison  camps  and  jails;  investigat- 
ing, with  the  purpose  of  improving,  the  state  of  cleanliness,  decency, 
moral  conditions,  and  humane  treatment  of  inmates  in  county  insti- 
tutions, and  co-operating  with  other  agencies  for  needed  reforms.  All 
auxiliaries  were  engaged  in  the  more  familiar  forms  of  social  service, 
as  visiting  the  sick,  shut-in,  and  strangers,  and  ministering  to  those  in 
need. 

In  the  general  prosperity  that  had  come  to  our  people,  the  superin- 
tendent of  supplies  thought  it  probable  that  our  preachers  were  sharing 
for  fewer  calls  had  come  to  her.  The  valuation  put  upon  the  "shower" 
for  Sallie  Lou  McKinnon  for  Virginia  School  in  Huchow,  China,  was 
$306.78;  with  $150.00  sent  preachers,  and  $53.00  sent  schools,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  $509.78  for  the  year. 

Miss  Mary  Josie  Foy  of  Louisburg  College,  who  expected  to  enter 
Scarritt  in  the  fall,  for  training,  and  Miss  Fannie  Burnett,  a  volunteer 
from  the  Wilmington  District,  were  present  at  this  annual  meeting, 
as  was  Miss  Lelia  Judson  Tuttle,  a  missionary  from  the  Western 
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Carolina  Conference  at  home  on  furlough  from  China.  Mrs.  F.  D. 
Swindell,  for  so  many  years  the  faithful  corresponding  secretary  of 
the  North  Carolina  Conference  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society 
was  in  attendance,  and  introduced  to  the  body,  at  one  of  the  sessions. 

The  Korean  urn  was  awarded  to  Miss  Vara  Herring  the  third 
time  for  the  Raleigh  District,  for  having  more  auxiliaries  on  the  honor 
roll  than  any  other  district.  In  it  was  placed  by  each  district  secretary 
her  pledge  for  the  coming  year,  each  one  assuming  her  district's  25% 
increase  over  the  previous  year. 

The  conference  voted  to  invite  the  Council  to  meet  in  1926  in 
Raleigh. 

Conference  Action 

Membership  Contest.  The  conference  proposed  to  enter  heartily 
into  the  contest  with  the  Western  Carolina  Conference,  recommended 
by  Council,  to  enlarge  its  membership  by  making  through  every  aux- 
iliary a  systematic  effort  to  reach  and  enlist  the  uninterested  women; 
that  the  auxiliaries  in  every  county  be  federated,  hold  at  least  one 
annual  meeting,  and  that  the  chairmen  assist  in  organizing  societies 
in  churches  where  there  were  none. 

District  Secretary  to  Council.  It  was  voted  that  the  secretary  of 
the  district  making  the  greatest  percentage  of  increase  in  finances, 
members,  and  auxiliaries  should  have  the  privilege  of  attending  the 
next  Council  meeting,  her  expenses  to  be  paid  from  the  Conference 
Expense  Fund. 

"The  Carrying  On  Fund."  The  conference  committed  itself  to 
the  promotion  of  the  project  to  increase  its  budget  for  missionary 
maintenance  by  voting  to  adopt  the  "Carrying  On  Fund"  method,  and 
appealed  to  its  auxiliary  members  to  continue  as  a  special  annual  con- 
tribution for  the  Woman's  Work  the  whole  or  a  part  of  their  Centen- 
ary subscriptions.  This  was  to  be  done,  however,  only  if  the  full  amount 
of  their  Centenary  pledge  had  been  paid  in  to  the  Centenary  Commis- 
sion treasury. 

New  By-Laws  or  Standing  Rules.  These  new  by-laws  were  adopt- 
ed: "That  we  adopt  the  budget  of  twenty-five  cents  a  month  per  mem- 
ber, covering  dues,  Conference  Expense  Fund,  and  Retirement  and 
Relief  Fund";  "that  the  auxiliary  president  urge  the  quarterly  pay- 
ment of  all  dues  and  funds.  Failure  to  do  this  forces  the  Council  to 
borrow  money  on  which  interest  must  be  paid";  "that  during  the  first 
week  of  December,  or  as  near  as  practicable,  one  day  be  observed  as 
'Harvest  Day'  by  each  auxiliary";  and  "that  each  district  secretary, 
conference  superintendent  of  Young  People  and  conference  superin- 
tendent of  Children's  Work  shall  send  all  reports  to  conference  treas- 
urer by  the  10th  of  the  month  each  quarter." 
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Officers,  Superintendents ,  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 
Officers:  President,  Mrs.  Charles  Marion  Earley  (Miss  May  Edla  Smith), 
Gatesville;  vice-president,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Gates,  Durham  (upon  resignation  of  Mrs. 
S.  H.  Scott);  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  Harvey  Boney,  Rose  Hill;  recording 
secretary,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Snipes,  Oxford;  treasurer,  Mrs.  F.  B.  McKinne,  Louisburg. 

5 'up erinten dents:  Young  People,  Mrs.  K.  L.  Street,  Roxboro;  Children's 
Work,  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  Elizabeth  City;  Study,  Mrs.  J.  LeGrand  Everett, 
Rockingham;  Publicity,  Mrs.  M.  T.  Plyler,  Raleigh;  Social  Service,  Mrs.  Lee 
Johnson,  Weldon;  Supplies,  Mrs.  Ida  T.  Wilkins,  Weldon;  Literature,  Mrs. 
W.  F.  Murphy,  Wallace. 

District  Secretaries:  Durham  District,  Mrs.  Mamie  Merritt  of  Roxboro; 
Elizabeth  City,  Mrs.  George  Hawkins  of  Hertford;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  Emma  L. 
Hunter  of  Fayetteville;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  Flora  M.  Kendall  of  Goldsboro; 
Raleigh,  Miss  Vara  Herring  of  Raleigh;  Rockingham,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Royall  of 
Laurinburg;  Washington,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Blount  of  Wilson;  Weldon,  Miss  Amma 
Graham  of  Warrenton;  Wilmington,  Mrs.  T.  W.  Lee  of  Rose  Hill. 

New  Auxiliaries 

Black  Creek,  July  8th,  1923.  Our  auxiliary  was  organized  in  1923  on  the 
8th  of  July  by  Mrs.  C.  E.  Blount,  our  district  secretary.  We  were  inspired  by 
Miss  Elizabeth  Bass,  then  a  student  at  Scarritt.  We  had  never  had  a  society  be- 
fore, and  met  some  obstacles  but  overcame  them  all.  We  have  grown  from  our 
seven  charter  members,  Mesdames  F.  E.  Howard,  A.  J.  Smith,  L.  D.  Tomlinson, 
M.  B.  Aycock,  W.  B.  Landsoath,  W.  A.  Barnes,  and  Glenn  Evans,  to  twenty-two. 
The  officers  elected  were:  President,  Mrs.  Howard;  vice-president,  Mrs.  Aycock; 
secretary,  Mrs.  Smith;  and  treasurer,  Mrs.  Tomlinson.  In  our  local  and  social 
service  work,  some  of  our  first  efforts  were  to  raise  funds  to  support  a  worthy 
young  man  in  a  tubercular  sanatorium.  Apparently  he  is  well  now.  Through  our 
efforts  the  town  was  cleaned  up,  we  had  a  canvass  for  members,  improvements 
were  made  in  the  church,  a  canvass  was  made  for  new  members  for  Sunday 
school  and  the  number  increased  from  3  0  to  90  attendants.  The  Junior  Mission- 
ary Society  was  organized  in  October,  1926,  by  Mrs.  D.  Newton  with  these 
members:  Clara  and  Doris  Bass,  Irene,  Lily  Mae,  and  Mildred  Barnes,  Estelle 
and  Luther  Barden,  Jr.,  and  Nannie  Yelverton. — Mrs.  A.  J.  Smith. 

Vass,  July  8th,  1923.  A  missionary  society  was  organized  in  Vass  on  the 
8th  of  July,  192  3,  by  Mrs.  W.  R.  Royall  and  Miss  Georgia  Biggs.  A  Junior 
Society  also  was  soon  organized  and  working.  Our  auxiliary  did  much  local 
work:  we  helped  to  buy  the  church  piano,  and  repair  the  parsonage,  bought 
chairs  for  our  orphanage,  gave  money  on  the  baby  cottage,  engaged  in  much 
charity  and  relief  work,  friendly  visiting,  attentions  to  the  sick,  and  ministered 
in  a  material  way  to  the  inmates  of  the  county  home.  Soon  after  we  organized 
we  bought  an  invalid's  wheeled  chair,  which  we  lend  to  anybody  in  the  com- 
munity who  needs  it.  "Our  "missionary  chair"  has  brought  sunshine  into  the 
lives  of  all  who  have  used  it.  To  finance  this  work,  sales,  dinners,  bazaars,  "hen 
parties"  and  plays  have  brought  in  quite  a  goodly  sum.  One  year  we  grew  and 
canned  tomatoes;  we  have  made  kraut,  and  grown  Irish  and  sweet  potatoes  with 
more  or  less  success.  Our  membership  has  been  increased  by  the  addition  of  more 
than  forty  ladies,  some  of  whom  were  here  for  only  a  short  time  but  meant  much 
to  the  auxiliary.  One  of  these,  a  teacher,  Miss  Georgia  Conley,  a  thoroughly  con- 
secrated young  woman,  has  since  served  three  years  as  teacher  in  a  mission 
school  in  Alaska.  We  rejoice  that  we  have  been  able  to  make  the  honor  roll 
nearly  every  year.  We  have  met  and  increased  our  pledge  from  year  to  year, 
contributing  also  to  the  support  of  a  chaplain  at  Oteen  and  to  all  causes  presented 
by  missionary  headquarters,  and  have  held  study  classes  from  time  to  time. — 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Leslie. 
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Shawboro,  November,  1923.  Perkins  Chapel  Missionary  Society  was  organ- 
ized in  November,  192  3,  by  Mrs.  C.  T.  Thrift,  and  named  by  her  for  our  little 
church.  Our  charter  members  were:  Mesdames  C.  T.  Thrift,  J.  J.  Ferebee,  J.  J. 
Forbes,  J.  H.  Boswood,  P.  N.  Bray,  F.  P.  Snowden,  G.  C.  Boswood,  W.  C. 
Flora,  and  E.  W.  Addison.  We  meet  each  month  and  do  what  some  of  the  mem- 
bers think  we  can.  Our  principal  work  has  been  for  the  Bennett  Memorial  and 
the  salaries  of  our  missionaries. — Mrs.  J.  J.  Ferebee. 

1925.  The  W  omanys  Missionary  Council 
In  her  message  to  the  Council  Mrs.  Stephens  said  that  "in  numbers 
and  resources,  and  particularly  in  influence  the  organized  womanhood 
of  the  church  is  stronger  today  than  ever  before.  Women  have  put 
more  time  studying  the  Christian  solution  of  our  national,  industrial, 
racial,  and  international  problems,  while  they  have  continued  to  carry 
on  the  usual  detailed  work  of  the  church  and  the  missionary  society. 
They  have  tried  to  lift  their  eyes  and  their  understanding  to  see  the 
greater  task  and  all  that  it  means  to  the  welfare  of  the  world.  They 
have  tried  to  comprehend  and  to  tell  others  how  the  power  of  the 
Living  Christ  may  be  applied  to  the  task." 

North  Carolina  Conference  Daughters  Consecrated 
At  this  session  of  the  Council,  two  of  North  Carolina  Conference's 
splendid  young  women  were  consecrated,  and  received  their  appoint- 
ments to  the  foreign  field,  Miss  Euline  Elizabeth  Smith  of  Hamlet  to 
Korea,  and  Miss  Ruth  Willard  Merritt  of  Whiteville  to  Brazil. 
Euline  Elizabeth  Smith 

"Miss  Smith  was  born  in  Atlanta,  in  1897,  and  before  coming  to  North 
Carolina  to  make  her  home  in  Hamlet,  lived  for  various  periods  with  her  parents, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hugh  R.  Smith,  in  Washington  City,  Charleston,  S.  C,  Raleigh 
and  Blewett's  Falls,  N.  C.  Between  the  ages  of  eleven  and  thirteen  years  she 
read  the  whole  Bible  through.  In  1913-14,  while  still  a  high  school  girl  of  only 
sixteen  years,  she  attended  an  International  Student  Volunteer  meeting  in  Kansas 
City,  and  was  so  impressed  with  all  that  she  heard  that  she  earnestly  desired  to 
volunteer  with  1,5  00  student  volunteers  there.  She  had  the  advantage  of  having 
an  unusually  pious  mother  whose  dearest  wish  was  that  all  her  children  might  be 
missionaries.  Her  strong  Christian  influence  left  its  impress  upon  this  daughter's 
whole  life.  She  finished  her  education  in  much  less  than  the  usuaL  time  so  con- 
sumed, because  of  her  quick,  fine  mind,  winning  certain  distinctions  in  the  different 
schools  and  colleges  she  attended.  She  was  naturally  very  apt  in  mathematics, 
and  after  leaving  school,  she  obtained  and  held  several  important  business  posi- 
tions, each  one  being  a  promotion.  During  all  this  time,  in  which  was  included 
a  year's  teaching  of  a  country  school,  there  was  always  present  the  desire  to  be 
a  missionary.  She  was  active  in  all  church  organizations,  usually  holding  some 
office,  and  when  Miss  Emma  Tucker  went  to  her  home  church  in  Hamlet  to 
hold  a  meeting,  she  did  much  personal  work  among  the  young  people.  She  had 
been  tithing  for  years,  but  at  this  time  she  told  her  mother  she  had  determined  to 
return  a  fifth  of  all  that  she  had  to  her  Lord.  Two  months  later  she  attended 
the  Epworth  League  Conference  in  Morehead  City  and  there  volunteered  for 
foreign  service,  in  Korea  preferably.  During  the  three  years  she  has  been  in 
Korea,  she  has  been  in  Songdo  studying  the  language,  doing  evangelistic  work 
and  teaching.  She  'had  a  good  time  studying  the  language,'  and  even  more  has 
had  a  good  time  carrying  the  Gospel  to  the  people  she  loves  so  well." 
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Ruth  Willard  Merritt 

"The  parsonage  gave  this  daughter  to  the  foreign  field.  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
W.  C.  Merritt  were  living  in  Winfall  when  Ruth  was  born.  Reared  in  the 
Christian  home  by  the  godly  parents  that  hers  were,  it  is  not  strange  that  at 
the  tender  age  of  eight  years  she  gave  her  heart  and  her  life  to  her  Saviour. 
After  finishing  high  school  she  continued  her  education  at  Littleton  College, 
being  graduated  as  valedictorian  of  her  class  in  1917,  and  at  Trinity  College 
(now  a  part  of  Duke  University)  from  which  she  was  graduated  after  two 
years.  While  she  was  at  Littleton  she  volunteered  for  foreign  missionary  service 
while  attending  a  conference  at  Blue  Ridge.  Teaching  for  four  years,  two  in 
Athens,  Ala.,  and  two  in  Carolina  College,  Maxton,  N.  C,  she  then,  in  192  3, 
entered  Scarritt  College  to  get  her  training  for  missionary  service.  Again,  and 
for  the  fourth  time,  she  was  graduated,  receiving  from  Scarritt  her  Master's 
Degree.  At  the  1925  session  of  Council  she  was  consecrated  and  received  her 
appointment  to  Brazil,  but  her  sailing  was  delayed  for  several  months  in  order 
that  she  might  have  some  much  needed  rest.  On  the  9th  of  January,  1926,  she 
sailed  for  Brazil.  During  the  first  five  months  she  studied  the  language  and 
taught  a  Sunday  school  class  of  English  speaking  children  in  Sao  Paulo.  From 
July  until  November  she  continued  her  study  of  the  Portuguese  language  and 
taught  four  English  classes  in  Collegio  Pirocicabano,  Piracicabo.  There  she  was 
impressed  as  never  before  with  her  'obligation  to  teach  human  beings  rather 
than  English  grammar,  composition,  or  literature.'  Since  then,  in  the  same  school, 
she  has  continued  her  teaching,  finding  much  joy  and  encouragement  in  her  work." 

To  Celebrate  Our  Golden  Jubilee 
In  response  to  the  suggestion  of  Miss  Mabel  Howell  made  at  the 
mid-year  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee,  December  10-12, 
1924,  that  "the  Council  celebrate  its  Golden  Jubilee  on  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  woman's  organized  missionary  work  in  the  Southern 
Methodist  Church,"  a  committee  was  then  appointed  to  consider  the 
matter.  The  report  of  this  committee,  recommending  that  the  year 
1928  be  observed  as  Jubilee  Year,  and  that  plans  for  its  celebration 
be  launched  at  the  Council  meeting  in  1925  and  a  committee  appoint- 
ed, was  adopted  by  the  Council.  A  committee  of  three  was  appointed 
to  nominate  the  Jubilee  Committee  which  would  have  the  responsi- 
bility of  deciding  upon  and  formulating  plans  for  this  celebration  by 
Council. 

For  General  Conference  Legislation 
During  the  discussion  of  the  report  made  by  the  Joint  Committee 
on  General  Conference  Legislation,  "the  motion  prevailed  that  the 
Council  list  some  points  of  agreement  to  be  referred  to  a  small  com- 
mittee to  be  carefully  stated  later.  A  free  discussion  developed  the 
following  points,  which  were  formally  adopted  by  the  body:  "1.  That 
the  Council  recover  its  power  of  nominating  its  administrative  secre- 
taries. 2.  That  the  Council  shall  nominate  the  women  who  shall  repre- 
sent them  on  the  Board  of  Missions.  3.  That  the  woman  who  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council  shall  be  chairman  of  the 
Woman's  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Missions.  The  motion  pre- 
vailed that  these  points  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  General 
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Conference  Legislation.  The  report  of  the  Committee  on  General 
Conference  Legislation  was  then  adopted:  1.  That  the  Woman's 
Work  should  be  done  on  or  through  a  Board  of  the  church,  either  in 
the  present  organization  of  a  Council  and  a  Board,  or  in  some  other 
way  to  be  developed,  in  order  to  conserve  the  work,  to  secure  the  best 
possible  co-operation  with  other  Boards  or  departments  of  Boards  of 
the  church,  and  to  preserve  what  has  been  gained  through  laity  rights. 
2.  That  in  case  the  present  organization  of  the  Board  of  Missions 
should  be  continued,  there  be  a  complete  harmonization  of  the  Council 
with  the  Department  of  Woman's  Work  in  the  Board  of  Missions." 
No  New  Plans  for  the  Year 
Confidence  was  expressed  that  the  women  in  the  auxiliaries,  as  in 
former  years,  would,  in  this  last  year  of  the  quadrennium,  rise  to  meet 
the  emergency  due  to  the  increased  cost  of  the  maintenance  of  a  greatly 
enlarged  work  and  to  constantly  expanding  opportunities  which  could 
not  be  neglected  without  detriment  to  the  cause  of  Christ,  in  the  same 
spirit  of  loyal  support  and  co-operation,  and  it  was  felt  there  was  no 
need  for  new  plans.  The  old  plans  already  adopted  were  re-affirmed: 
The  organization  of  one  or  more  auxiliaries  on  every  circuit  in  the 
church,  the  membership  contest,  organization  of  Gibson  Auxiliaries, 
an  increase  of  pledges  and  gifts  for  the  support  of  the  work  to  be 
secured  from  new  members  and  organizations  and  continued  appeal 
for  the  "Carrying  On  Fund,"  and  unremitting  effort  for  the  mission- 
ary education  of  the  constituency  through  well  prepared  programs,  mis- 
sion study  courses,  group,  district  and  annual  meetings,  and  the  train- 
ing of  leaders  in  Schools  of  Missions.  The  plans  for  Young  People's 
Year  were  heartily  endorsed  and  conference  and  auxiliary  leaders  were 
urged  to  give  their  fullest  co-operation  in  making  the  plans  successful. 

Scarritt  College's  First  Year 
During  the  summer  vacation  of  1924  Scarritt  was  moved  from 
Kansas  City  to  Nashville.  "Several  weeks  were  required  for  packing 
and  shipping  the  seven  carloads  of  furniture.  Then  came  the  work  of 
repairing  the  nine  buildings  and  of  placing  the  furniture  in  readiness 
for  the  coming  of  the  students  and  the  formal  opening  of  the  college 
on  October  1."  During  the  year  there  had  been  a  total  of  145  students, 
115  of  whom  were  registered  at  Scarritt  College,  21  were  Peabody 
students,  and  9  were  students  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Southern  College. 
These  students  represented  18  states  and  5  foreign  countries. 

The  Belle  H.  Bennett  Library 
Miss  Bennett  had  bequeathed  a  legacy  of  $10,000.00  to  the  Board 
of  Missions  of  our  church,  to  be  equally  divided  between  the  Home 
and  Foreign  Departments  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council.  In 
its  mid-year  meeting  December  10-12,  1924,  the  Council's  Executive 
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Committee  referred  to  the  Woman's  Department  of  the  Board  of 
Missions  its  recommendation  that  this  legacy  of  $10,000.00  be  used 
for  a  library  of  missions  in  Scarritt  College  for  Christian  Workers 
and  bear  the  name  of  Miss  Belle  H.  Bennett. 

North  Carolina  Conference  in  the  Council 

A  very  strong  resolution,  occasioned  by  news  of  a  lynching  which 
had  been  a  very  recent,  horrible  event  within  the  territory  of  our 
Southern  Methodist  Church,  deploring  all  such  lawless  actions  and 
stating  our  stand  for  international  justice  and  for  justice  in  social, 
industrial  and  race  relations,  our  belief  in  the  exercise  of  our  obliga- 
tions and  duty  as  citizens  to  aid  in  the  enforcement  of  law  and  in 
securing  equal  justice  to  all  peoples,  was  read  and  passed  by  special 
privilege,  signed  by  Mrs.  Lee  Britt  and  Mrs.  H.  E.  Barrow  of  the 
Virginia  Conference  and  Mrs.  C.  M.  Earley  and  Mrs.  Harvey  Boney 
of  the  North  Carolina  Conference.  "We  do  not  condone  any  crime, 
but  we  unqualifiedly  condemn  the  crime  of  the  mob  which  makes  itself 
criminal  in  usurping  the  powers  of  the  law.  We  are  appalled  by  the 
brutalizing  effect  of  mob  violence  on  the  youth  of  our  land.  We 
shudder  at  the  effect  of  mob  violence  on  all  our  citizenship.  There- 
fore we  appeal  to  you,  the  chief  executives  of  our  Southern  states, 
to  use  every  personal  influence  to  secure  protection  for  prisoners  by 
local  officials,  even  to  the  extent  of  going  personally  to  the  centers 
where  lynchings  are  threatened.  By  securing  better  police  machinery 
for  controlling  these  situations.  By  offering  maximum  rewards.  By 
sustaining  a  determined  effort  to  secure  the  prosecution  and  conviction 
of  the  guilty  at  whatever  cost." 

When  the  time  came  for  extending  invitations  for  the  next  Coun- 
cil meeting,  "waving  the  flag  of  the  Old  North  State  her  daughters 
sang  and  spoke  of  the  welcome  awaiting  the  Council  in  Raleigh. 
When  the  vote  was  taken  Raleigh's  share  outnumbered  the  sum  of  the 
others  and  the  motion  prevailed  to  accept  this  most  gracious  invitation 
with  a  unanimous  vote."  The  following  morning  the  secretary  begged 
the  privilege  of  reading  a  cordial  invitation  to  Raleigh  just  received 
from  Governor  A.  W.  McLean  of  North  Carolina. 

In  reading  the  results  from  the  organization  and  membership  cam- 
paign in  the  church-wide-state-inter-conference  contest,  in  which  the 
two  North  Carolina  Conferences  were  friendly  contestants,  Mrs. 
Lipscomb  said:  "The  increase  ranged  from  12  to  1,375.  The  leader 
of  the  leaders  is  North  Carolina."  And  in  the  Children's  Work  this 
conference  was  one  of  two  which  made  increases  in  ten  items,  the 
largest  number  of  increases  made. 

1925  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society  in 
Greenville,  April  20-23,   1925,  was  outstanding  in  many  respects, 
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principally  in  the  deep  consciousness  pervading  the  whole  body  of  the 
active  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  prevailing  in  unusual  power.  Every 
address,  all  the  music,  even  the  reports,  seemed  to  have  more  or  less  of 
spiritual  appeal,  the  high  peak  of  which  was  reached  on  the  morning  of 
the  last  day,  when,  after  an  address  by  Miss  Daisy  Davies  in  which  she 
drew  a  vivid  picture  of  conditions  in  Europe  as  the  results  of  the  war, 
and  what  the  shortage  in  Centenary  funds  means,  a  period  of  inter- 
cession and  devotional  exercises  led  by  Miss  Lamb  and  Mrs.  Hume  R. 
Steele,  there  was  a  spontaneous  outpouring  of  love  gifts  amounting  to 
more  than  $2,000.00  to  help  carry  on  the  work  of  the  General  Board. 

The  reports  for  1924  showed  encouraging  increases  in  many 
phases  of  the  conference  work.  The  pledge  to  Council  was  not  raised, 
but  there  was  an  increase  of  over  $5,000.00  in  our  remittance  to 
Council  treasurer.  In  the  adult  work  there  was  a  net  gain  of  447  mem- 
bers and  22  auxiliaries.  The  Young  People  had  a  net  gain  of  2  auxili- 
aries, the  Baby  Divisions  6,  and  1  Junior  Division,  though  there  were- 
organized  9  new  Young  People's  Societies,  25  Baby,  and  22  Junior 
Divisions.  Overlapping  of  other  organizations  had  hurt  both  depart- 
ments. The  percentage  of  increase  in  presenting  Christian  Steward- 
ship and  observance  of  Week  of  Prayer  was  good.  Adult  auxiliaries 
making  the  honor  roll  were  47,  with  7  Young  People's  and  10  Junior 
Societies.  The  improvement  in  the  Study  Department  was  more  in  the 
quality  than  in  the  quantity  of  work  done.  Prayer  specials  had  been 
placed  in  practically  every  adult  auxiliary.  Supplies  valued  at  $577.85 
were  donated,  and  the  auxiliaries  had  been  furnished  all  the  Council 
literature  due  them. 

A  wards 

The  New  Bern  District  had  made  the  largest  percentage  of  increase 
during  the  year,  and  was  happy  that  its  well  beloved  secretary,  Mrs. 
Flora  M.  Kendall  of  Goldsboro,  had  been  awarded  the  trip  to  the 
Council  meeting.  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson's  banners  in  the  Children's 
Work,  were  presented  to  Centenary,  New  Bern,  for  the  largest  amount 
of  money  raised;  to  Sanford  for  the  largest  amount  per  member;  and 
to  Kinston  for  the  best  Baby  Division.  The  Korean  urn  was  won  by 
the  Rockingham  District,  and  presented  to  Mrs.  W.  R.  Royall  of 
Laurinburg,  its  new  secretary,  for  having  the  most  auxiliaries  on  the 
honor  roll.  Conference  certificates  of  credit  for  study  were  awarded 
to  members  and  classes  of  the  Minnie  P.  Gates  (Graham),  Elizabeth 
Hendren  and  Jane  K.  Meadows  (New  Bern)  auxiliaries;  study  honor 
roll  certificates  to  the  classes  of  the  Mary  Pescud  (Raleigh)  and  Jane 
K.  Meadows  auxiliaries;  and  honorable  mention  certificates  to  the 
classes  of  the  Tarboro,  Moyock,  Rockingham,  Rowland,  and  St.  Pauls 
(Goldsboro)  auxiliaries. 
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New  Conference  Officers 
In  1924  Mrs.  Kendal  Street,  who  was  not  present  at  conference, 
was  elected  superintendent  of  Young  People's  Work.  She  had  found 
it  impossible  to  serve  and  the  Executive  Committee  had  chosen  Mrs. 
C.  D.  Rigsbee  of  Durham  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Mrs.  Lee  Johnson  re- 
signed the  office  of  Social  Service  superintendent,  and  Miss  Vara 
Herring  of  Raleigh  was  elected  by  this  conference  body  to  succeed  her, 
Miss  Helen  White  of  Oxford  being  elected  to  succeed  Miss  Herring 
as  secretary  of  the  Raleigh  District.  Mrs.  W.  F.  Murphy  had  resigned 
the  office  of  superintendent  of  Literature,  and  Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott  of 
New  Bern  was  chosen  to  fill  that  vacancy.  There  were  two  other 
changes  among  the  district  secretaries:  Mrs.  W.  C.  Vincent  of  Green- 
ville followed  Mrs.  C.  E.  Blount  on  the  Washington  District,  and 
on  the  Wilmington  District  Mrs.  E.  R.  Clarke  of  Wilmington  suc- 
ceeded Mrs.  T.  W.  Lee. 

Our  New  Missionaries 
The  corresponding  secretary  reminded  the  conference  that  two  of 
its  daughters  would  be  graduated  from  Scarritt  College  in  June,  that 
they  had  already  been  consecrated  and  appointed,  Euline  Smith  to 
Korea,  and  Ruth  Merritt  to  Brazil.  "Yet  because  there  are  some  who 
have  not  stood  the  test  of  discipleship  and  Christianity  as  these  girls 
have  stood  it,  there  is  not  money  to  send  them.  Through  faith  in  you 
and  the  glorious  achievements  of  your  past,  your  Council  representa- 
tives dared  to  pledge  your  support  as  long  as  Ruth  Merritt  and  Euline 
Smith  witness  for  Christ  as  our  representatives  on  the  foreign  fields." 
The  support  of  Ruth  Merritt  was  assumed  by  the  Elizabeth  City  Dis- 
trict, the  Weldon  District  being  allowed  to  contribute  $250.00  to- 
wards it  the  first  year.  Subscriptions  were  taken  also  to  defray  the 
expenses  at  Duke  University  of  Miss  Ethel  Sugg  of  Wilmington,  who 
was  going  into  training  for  foreign  mission  service  as  a  trained  nurse. 
She  had  had  some  nurse  training,  and  it  was  her  hope  to  be  accepted 
to  serve  as  foreign  missionary  nurse. 

"Our  Missionary  News"  In  Arrears 
The  conference  organ,  "Our  Missionary  News,"  born  in  1921, 
had  never  had  subscribers  enough  to  pay  its  monthly  bills,  and  once 
before,  the  conference  had  discussed  discontinuing  it,  but  the  motion 
to  do  so  was  lost.  At  this  meeting  of  1925,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Gates  read  the 
recommendation  of  the  Executive  Committee  that  it  be  discontinued. 
After  prolonged  discussion  the  recommendation  failed  to  be  adopted, 
by  practically  a  unanimous  vote.  The  paper  continued  "in  arrears,"  the 
conference  expense  having  to  come  to  its  help  every  year,  and  in  1929 
at  the  recommendation  of  the  Executive  Committee,  the  conference 
voted  to  discontinue  it.  Mrs.  W.  S.  Snipes,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Royall,  and 
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Mrs.  B.  C.  Thompson,  as  circulation  managers,  did  heroic  service  in 
trying  to  gain  new  subscribers  and  collect  back  dues,  but  it  was  one  of 
those  things  that  are  born  to  die,  and  so  it  passed. 

It  was  voted  to  include  in  the  conference  budget  $2,000.00  for 
the  outgoing  expenses  of  its  two  new  missionaries;  to  pay  the  railroad 
expenses  of  all  the  conference  officers,  district  secretaries  and  county 
chairmen  to  the  Council  meeting  in  Raleigh  in  1926;  that  the  con- 
ference superintendents  attend  the  summer  conferences  of  their  de- 
partments at  Lake  Junaluska,  their  expenses  to  be  paid  by  the  confer- 
ence; and  hearty  endorsement  of  the  plans  for  Young  People's  year, 
urging  conference  and  auxiliary  leaders  to  give  their  fullest  co-opera- 
tion in  making  these  plans  entirely  successful.  To  the  by-laws  and 
standing  rules  this  item  was  added:  "That  a  Workers'  Council  be  held 
on  the  morning  of  the  third  day  of  conference." 

New  Auxiliaries 

Cedar  Grove,  May  24,  1924.  On  the  24th  of  May,  1924,  after  a  very  in- 
teresting talk  to  an  attentive  congregation,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Gates  of  Durham  called 
the  ladies  of  Cedar  Grove  Church  together  and  organized  a  woman's  missionary 
society.  These  officers  were  elected:  President,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Murphy;  vice-president, 
Mrs.  C.  S.  McDade;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  C.  C.  McDade;  recording 
secretary,  Mrs.  R.  W.  Anderson;  treasurer,  Miss  Luna  Compton;  Young  People's 
Work,  Mrs.  Leon  Henley;  Children's  Work,  Miss  Rebecca  Liner;  Publicity,  Mrs. 
E.  C.  Durham.  Other  members:  Mesdames  Delia  Allison,  Mary  Dossett,  Will 
Moore,  A.  A.  Compton,  W.  F.  Pittard,  J.  C.  McDade,  and  Misses  Maude 
Vaughn  and  Mary  Taylor.  Our  first  local  work  was  a  play  given  by  ten  of  the 
members  to  raise  funds  to  furnish  a  room  in  the  parsonage.  The  first  contribu- 
tion to  the  mission  work  was  $7.50  to  the  Bennett  Memorial,  and  $7.50  to 
General  Fund,  $3  6.75  being  the  amount  of  dues  paid  our  first  year  as  an 
auxiliary. — Mrs.  E.  C.  Durham. 

Marvin  Church,  May,  1924.  Mrs.  Emma  Hunter  of  Fayetteville  came  out 
to  Marvin  Church  in  May,  1924,  made  a  talk  on  missions  and  organized  a 
woman's  missionary  society.  Miss  Ellen  Gainey  was  at  home  at  the  time,  resting 
from  her  work  as  a  deaconess  for  awhile,  so  she  was  made  president  and  was  a 
great  help  to  us  all,  but  that  fall  she  went  back  to  her  work  and  Miss  Mary  K. 
Covington  became  our  president.  She  was  succeeded  by  Miss  lone  McClure.  Our 
church  is  a  weak  rural  church  with  only  a  few  workers,  and  while  we  don't  make 
much  showing,  we  do  what  we  can. — Mrs.  Jasper  Edge. 

Trinity  Church,  Lou'isburg  R.  F.  D.,  July,  1924.  Our  auxiliary  at  Trinity 
Church,  near  Louisburg,  was  organized  in  July,  1924,  by  Mrs.  Thomas  Gill, 
with  these  members:  Mesdames  John  Reavis,  H.  E.  Pernell,  J.  B.  Beasley,  A.  T. 
Wilson,  S.  E.  Wilson,  A.  W.  Wilson,  J.  O.  Beasley,  and  Misses  Elizabeth  Man- 
ning, Cora  Beasley,  Edna  Beasley,  Hallie  and  Lucy. Davis.  In  June,  1927,  our 
children  were  organized  by  Mrs.  Ernest  Furgerson  with  these  members:  Junior 
Division — Mary  Pernell,  Lona  Gray  Wrenn,  Dorothy  Wilson,  Jessie  Jones,  Jr., 
Wilson,  Edward  Pernell,  James  Pernell,  Lutie  Foster,  Annie  Donaldson  Macon, 
Ethel  Mae  Wrenn,  Cleveland  Wrenn,  George  Wrenn,  Ella  Wrenn  and  Mary 
Wrenn.  Baby  Division — Elizabeth  and  Charles  Macon,  Katherine  Foster,  Malcolm 
and  Sallie  Mae  Wrenn,  and  Jane  Wilson.  In  May,  1927,  Miss  Ethel  Suggs  organ- 
ized the  Young  People's  Society  with  these  members:  Estelle  Catlett,  Hettie  G. 
Dickerson,  Blannie  Edwards,  Emma  Faulkner,  Mary  E.  and  Sam  Jones,  Baldy 
J.  and  Thomas  Wilson,  James  Y.  Mathews,  Ruth  Evans  and  Charlie  Bartholo- 
mew.— Mrs.  J.  B.  Beasley. 
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Smiths,  August,  1924.  In  August,  1924,  Mrs.  L.  T.  Townsend  of  Lumber- 
ton  came  out  to  our  church  and  organized  our  missionary  society  with  these 
members:  Mesdames  Isaac  Wilkins,  Annie  Parnell,  Ada  Pruatt,  Alice  Mercer, 
L.  Watters,  Maddie  Smith,  Lucy  Smith,  Mollie  Smith,  Blanchie  Wilkins,  Mempie 
Kinlaw,  Julie  Smith,  Lizzie  Wilkins,  Effie  Mears,  and  Misses  Alice  Kinlaw  and 
Rosa  Smith. — Mrs.  Wilkins. 

Broadway,  December,  1924.  On  the  second  Sunday  in  December,  1924,  our 
pastor  announced  that  some  ladies  from  Steele  Street  Church,  Sanford,  would 
like  to  meet  the  ladies  of  our  church  at  two  o'clock.  Four  of  us  were  present  to 
meet  them.  After  brief  talks  made  by  two  of  the  Sanford  ladies,  they  asked  if 
we  would  not  like  to  organize  a  missionary  society,  one  of  us  answering  that 
we  could  not  get  the  women  of  our  church  interested  in  missionary  work,  but 
I  said,  when  they  asked  me,  that  we  had  not  tried  and  did  not  know  what  we 
could  do.  We  organized  with  these  four  members:  Mesdames  G.  M.  Harrington, 
C.  W.  Kelly,  G.  T.  Chandler  and  Miss  Evelyn  Harrington.  We  went  to  work. 
Our  membership  had  grown  to  14  by  the  next  year,  and  we  now  have  a  society 
of  which  we  are  proud. — Mrs.  G.  T.  Chandler. 

1926  General  Conference  Action 

It  was  the  opinion  of  the  bishops  in  1926  that  the  time, had  come 
"when  the  interests  of  our  enlarged  and  enlarging  foreign  fields  and 
activities  really  require  all  the  attention  of  a  General  Board.  The  ses- 
sions of  the  Board  of  Missions  demand  for  the  transaction  of  the  large 
business  of  foreign  missions  all  the  time  which  the  members  can 
usually  give  without  interference  with  other  personal,  private,  or  public 
duties.  The  Board  has  not  been  able,  therefore,  to  give  to  the  consid- 
eration of  home  missions  at  any  session  the  attention  which  its  import- 
ance really  demands.  The  conditions  in  this  country,  and  in  every  part 
where  our  church  is  operating,  warrant  the  formation  and  execution 
of  a  far-reaching,  comprehensive,  and  effective  home  mission  policy. 
We  are  convinced  that  the  interests  of  both  foreign  and  home  missions 
would  be  greatly  advanced  by  the  provision  of  separate  Boards  for 
their  promotion  and  administration.  Of  course  it  is  contemplated  that 
the  organization  of  the  missionary  work  of  the  women  of  the  church 
will  be  preserved  and  properly  related  to  the  other  missionary  agencies." 
New  C onstitution  for  Board  of  Missions 

The  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  General  Conference  Legis- 
lation adopted  by  the  Council  of  1926  stated  that  it  had  considered 
papers  referred  to  it,  the  constitution  of  the  Board  of  Missions  and  of 
Council,  and  various  proposed  constitutions  for  the  reorganization  of 
the  missionary  work  including  the  report  of  the  Commission  on  Re- 
organization of  the  General  Boards  of  the  church.  It  had  framed 
recommendations  to  give  the  Woman's  Work  larger  opportunity  in 
the  church  and  to  harmonize  the  power  of  the  Woman's  Department 
of  the  Board  of  Missions  and  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council  in 
order  to  secure  a  closer  correlation  of  the  work  of  the  Council  and 
the  Board  of  Missions.  With  this  in  view,  this  report  recommended 
certain  changes  in  the  1922  Discipline:  1st,  To  add  the  words,  "includ- 
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ing  Young  People's  and  Children's  Societies,"  to  the  question  asked  at 
annual  conference  as  to  the  number  of  Woman's  Missionary  Societies 
and  the  number  of  their  members.  2nd,  To  so  amend  the  paragraph 
giving  the  composition  of  the  quarterly  conference  as  to  make  "the 
presidents  of  th£  Woman's  Missionary  Societies"  members  of  that 
body,  instead  of  only  the  president  of  the  first  organized  adult  society, 
where  there  was  more  than  one.  3rd,  To  include  "Young  People's  and 
Children's  Societies"  in  the  quarterly  conference  question,  "Is  there 
a  written  report  from  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society?"  4th,  To  add 
the  words,  "including  Young  People's  and  Children's  Societies,"  to 
"From  the  Woman's  Missionary  Societies,"  when,  in  the  order  of 
business,  reports  were  called  for  in  church  conferences.  None  of  these 
changes  was  made,  but  the  following  requests  were  granted:  1st,  To 
add  "the  conference  representative  on  the  Board  of  Missions"  to  the 
personnel  of  annual  conference  Board  of  Missions.  2nd,  The  request, 
to  add  a  sentence,  at  the  end  of  it,  to  the  paragraph  which  authorized 
the  women  of  the  church  to  organize  and  conduct  missionary  societies, 
providing  for  the  nomination  of  a  woman  as  a  candidate  for  member- 
ship on  the  Board  of  Missions,  by  the  Conference  Woman's  Mission- 
ary Society  at  the  annual  meeting  immediately  preceding  the  General 
Conference,  was  granted,  but  not  in  that  place — that  provision  was 
made  in  the  paragraph  which  gave  the  composition  of  the  Board. 
3rd,  The  recommendation  to  strike  out  of  the  Discipline  the  words 
which  made  the  General  Secretary  of  the  Epworth  League  Board  a 
member  of  the  Council  was  adopted.  4th,  The  Council  superintend- 
ent of  Social  Service  was  a  member  of  the  previous  General  Conference 
Commission  on  Temperance  and  Social  Service.  This  1926  General 
Conference  provided  a  General  Board  of  Temperance  and  Social 
Service  of  which  she  was  made  a  member.  At  the  request  of  Council 
the  conference  superintendent  of  Social  Service  was  made  a  member 
ex  officio  of  the  annual  conference  Board  of  Social  Service.  The  answer 
to  Council  recommendations  for  such  changes  in  the  Board's  constitu- 
tion as  would  restore  to  the  Council  its  power  to  nominate  its  adminis- 
trative secretaries,  that  the  Council  might  nominate  the  women  who 
should  represent  it  on  the  Board  of  Missions,  and  that  the  president  of 
the  Council  should  be  the  chairman  of  the  Woman's  Committee  of 
the  Board  of  Missions,  was  given  in  the  new  constitution  of  that 
Board  given  by  General  Conference. 

The  Board  of  Missions  had  been  subjected  to  a  certain  amount  of 
criticism  during  the  quadrennium,  and  the  framers  of  the  new  consti- 
tution had,  in  its  provisions,  tried  to  make  such  changes  as  seemed  to 
them  would  serve  best  to  remove  the  causes  of  complaint  and  still  pro- 
vide ample  machinery  for  doing  efficient  service. 

The  Board  was  still  to  carry  on  its  operations  under  three  depart- 
ments— Foreign  Work,  Home  Work,  and  Education  and  Promotion 
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Work,  each  department  to  have  two  sections,  General  Work  and  Wo- 
man's Work,  instead  of,  as  in  the  old  constitution,  Foreign  Work, 
Home  Work,  and  Woman's  Work  (with  foreign  and  home  depart- 
ments) . 

To  the  personnel  of  the  Board  was  added  a  General  Secretary  to 
be  elected  by  the  General  Conference,  to  have  general  supervision  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Board  and  be  its  administrative  and  legal  executive; 
to  be  held  responsible  for  co-operation,  co-ordination,  and  efficiency  in 
all  its  work  and  its  several  departments;  charged  with  the  cultivation 
and  education  of  the  church  in  missions,  and  with  the  promotion  of 
plans  and  methods  of  financing  the  Board  and  increasing  missionary 
liberality,  and  to  have  such  assistance  as  the  Board  might  determine 
upon,  all  the  secretaries  and  employees  of  the  Board  being  responsible 
to  him  for  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  The  other  members  of  the 
Board  were  a  president,  vice-president,  the  effective  bishops,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council,  General  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Church  Extension,  General  Secretary  of  the  Sunday  School 
Board  (instead  of  the  Sunday  school  editor),  General  Secretary  of  the 
Epworth  League  Board,  General  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Lay 
Activities,  editor  of  the  "Christian  Advocate,"  and  one  manager  from 
each  annual  conference  in  the  United  States,  of  whom  13  shall  be 
laymen  (instead  of  12  as  before),  13  women  (instead  of  14),  and 
the  remainder  travelling  preachers,  all  of  whom  should  be  elected 
quadrennially  by  the  General  Conference  on  nomination  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Missions  which  should  have  as  a  basis  of  choice  one  preacher 
and  one  layman  nominated  by  each  annual  conference  in  the  United 
States  and  one  woman  on  nomination  of  each  annual  conference  Wo- 
man's Missionary  Society  in  the  United  States,  and  the  department 
secretaries  and  the  treasurers  who  were  to  be  elected  quadrennially  by 
the  incoming  Board  on  the  nomination  of  its  Committee  on  Nomina- 
tions, one  of  whom  should  be  the  General  Secretary.  The  General 
Conference  should  elect  the  president  and  the  vice-president  of  the 
Board  on  nomination  of  the  Committee  on  Missions.  The  Board,  on 
nomination  of  its  Nominating  Committee,  one  of  whom  should  be 
the  General  Secretary,  should  elect  a  recording  secretary,  a  treasurer, 
a  treasurer  for  the  section  of  the  Woman's  Work  (who  should  be  a 
woman),  two  secretaries  for  the  Foreign  Work  Department  (one  of 
whom  should  be  a  woman),  two  secretaries  for  the  Home  Work  De- 
partment (one  of  whom  should  be  a  woman),  two  for  the  Education 
and  Promotion  Work  Department  (one  of  whom  should  be  a  woman)  ; 
and  such  assistants  as  it  should  determine  upon  by  a  two-thirds  vote  at 
a  regular  meeting.  The  Board  should  fix  their  salaries  and  that  of 
the  General  Secretary,  and  assign  the  secretaries  to  their  particular 
fields  of  work.  The  five  members  at  large  of  the  old  Board,  and  nine 
of  the  old  secretarial  force  were  eliminated  by  the  new  constitution. 
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In  each  department,  its  secretaries,  with  a  committee  of  thirteen, 
five  of  whom  should  be  women,  should  administer  its  work,  and  be 
responsible  for  developing  its  plans  and  policies.  In  the  Foreign  De- 
partment the  bishops  in  charge  of  the  foreign  fields  were  to  be  respon- 
sible for  promoting  and  carrying  out  the  plans  agreed  upon  with  the 
secretaries  and  committee,  for  supervising  the  work  and  appointing 
workers,  and  for  conferring  with  the  missionaries  and  native  workers 
concerning  the  needs  of  the  fields  and  representing  their  views  to  the 
Board.  The  secretaries  of  the  Education  and  Promotion  Department 
were  charged  with  the  missionary  cultivation  of  the  church  (with 
special  reference  to  the  Sunday  school,  Epworth  League,  Lay  Activi- 
ties, Woman's  Missionary  Council,  Auxiliary  and  Conference  Mission- 
ary Societies,  schools,  colleges,  universities,  in  co-operation  with  the 
General  Conference  Boards  concerned  and  other  agencies),  accord- 
ing to  the  regulations  of  the  Board:  (a)  The  education  of  the  church 
in  missions  by  means  of  literature,  church  schools  of  missions,  insti- 
tutes, and  other  methods,  (b)  The  enlistment  and  training  of  candi- 
dates for  the  work  at  home  and  abroad,  (c)  Editing  the  "Missionary 
Voice"  and  other  literature  as  might  be  authorized. 

In  addition  to  these  departmental  committees,  there  were  Execu- 
tive, Estimates,  Candidates,  Nominating,  and  By-Laws  Committees, 
whose  functions  should  be  defined  by  the  Board.  An  entirely  new  pro- 
vision was  for  a  General  Missionary  Council,  to  be  composed  of  the 
chairman  of  each  annual  conference  Board  of  Missions,  and  the  con- 
ference missionary  secretary,  the  secretaries  and  treasurers  of  the  Board 
of  Missions  and  the  members  of  the  Departmental  Committee  on 
Education  and  Promotion,  which  should  hold  annual  meetings  for  the 
purpose  of  promoting  the  missionary  work  of  the  church  and  its  exten- 
sion throughout  the  connection,  with  the  General  Secretary  as  its  chair- 
man. 

There  was  no  change  in  the  provision  for  deriving  the  revenues  for 
the  missionary  work  of  the  church,  except  in  the  opportunity  to  be 
given  the  whole  church  to  make  additional  freewill  offerings  for  the 
General  Work  during  a  special  missionary  cultivation  period  in  Janu- 
ary-February of  each  year.  The  funds,  held  by  the  treasurers  in  the 
name  of  the  Board,  were  subject  to  the  authorization  of  the  Board  and 
the  order  of  the  General  Secretary.  The  treasurers  could  in  no  instance 
honor  a  draft  for  an  amount  larger  than  the  balance  on  hand  to  the 
credit  of  the  department  for  which  it  was  used,  and  neither  he  nor 
any  other  agency  should  in  any  year  borrow  for  maintenance  more 
than  75%  of  the  expected  annual  revenue  of  the  Board  for  that  year. 
Constitution*  for  Council 

The  article  authorizing  Woman's  Work  was  unchanged.  The 
membership  of  the  Council  was  to  include  a  president,  one  or  more 


DEPARTMENTAL  SUPERINTENDENTS,  1928 


1  Young  People,  Mrs.  H.  B.  Branch.  2  Study,  Mrs.  J.  LeGrand  Everett. 
3  Children,  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson.  4-  Children  Emeritus,  Mrs.  L.  M. 
Hendren.  5  Social  Service,  Miss  Vara  Herring.  6  Publicity,  Mrs.  M.  T. 
Plyler.     7  Supplies,  Mrs.  Ida  T.  Wilkins.     8  Literature,  Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott. 
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vice-presidents,  two  or  more  secretaries,  the  treasurer  for  the  section  of 
Woman's  Work,  the  Candidate  secretary,  secretary  of  Organization, 
secretary  of  Literature,  superintendents  of  Bureaus,  a  corresponding 
secretary  or  alternate,  the  president  or  alternate  of  the  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  each  annual  conference  society,  the  president  and 
secretary  of  the  Deaconess  Workers'  Conference,  the  secretaries  of 
the  General  Board  of  Missions,  both  men  and  women,  the  treasurer 
of  the  section  of  Woman's  Work,  the  women  members  of  the  Board 
of  Missions,  and  ten  women  elected  at  large  by  the  Council. 

The  Council  should  hold  annual  meetings  for  the  purpose  of  hear- 
ing reports  from  the  home  and  foreign  fields  and  from  societies,  and 
to  consider  the  fields,  lines  of  work,  and  various  enterprises.  It  should 
make  recommendations  to  the  Board  of  Missions  regarding  all  its  work, 
including  estimates  needed  for  its  prosecution,  consecrate  the  women 
who  had  been  accepted  for  service  as  deaconesses,  and  make  recom- 
mendations to  the  Board  concerning  their  employment  and  support. 
The  articles  concerning  its  by-laws,  and  conference  and  auxiliary  con- 
stitution and  by-laws,  and  the  election  of  its  officers,  were  unchanged. 
No  direct  provision  was  made  in  the  constitution  for  the  Council  to 
"nominate  its  administrative  secretaries"  or  "the  women  who  should 
represent  the  Council  on  the  Board  of  Missions,"  though  it  is  very 
probable  that  it  was  in  the  minds  of  those  who  drafted  this  constitu- 
tion that  the  Council  would  do  that  through  the  women  members  on 
the  Nominating  Committee,  or  in  its  recommendations  to  the  Board. 

There  were  a  number  of  verbal  changes  in  the  article  authorizing 
deaconess  work,  but  few  in  its  content.  The  office  and  work  of  deacon- 
ess were  placed  under  the  direction  of  the  Department  of  Home  Mis- 
sions, section  of  Woman's  Work.  Her  uniform  should  be  prescribed, 
but  the  wearing  of  it  should  be  optional  with  the  individual  deaconess. 

Conference  Society  President  a  Member  of  the  Annual  C onference 

Mission  Board 

The  president  of  the  Conference  Woman's  Missionary  Society 
was  added  to  the  membership  of  the  Annual  Conference  Board  of 
Missions.  It  was  made  clear  that  this  did  not  necessarily  make  her  a 
member  of  the  annual  conference  and  carried  with  it  no  voting  power 
in  any  conference  session  unless  she  had  been  regularly  elected  as  a 
delegate  to  that  meeting  of  the  body. 

C o?icerning  Children's  Work 
The  General  Conference  adopted  the  recommendation  of  its 
Special  Committee  on  the  Reorganization  of  Boards,  that  the  Epworth 
League  Board  turn  over  to  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council  the  mis- 
sionary cultivation  of  children  of  the  junior  age,  and  that  in  all  places 
where  there  existed  a  Junior  Epworth  League  and  a  Junior  Mission- 
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ary  Society,  the  Junior  Missionary  Society  should  become  automatically 
the  missionary  department  of  the  Junior  Epworth  League.  Also  that 
there  should  not  be  organized  either  of  the  organizations  in  commu- 
nities where  the  other  already  existed  unless  they  could  so  consolidate 
their  work.  All  contributions  of  the  Junior  League  for  missions  should 
be  under  the  control  of  the  Council. 

Scarritt  College  A ccefted  for  the  Church 
With  very  little  discussion  on  the  conference  floor  and  only  one 
voice  lifted  in  objection  or  criticism,  the  General  Conference  adopted 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Missions  recommending  that  Scarritt 
College  for  Christian  Workers  be  accepted  as  an  institution  of  the 
church.  The  reasons  given  were  that  the  Council  which  controlled  and 
supported  the  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School  at  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
had  become  convinced  that  its  removal  and  reorganization  were  neces- 
sary in  order  to  provide  the  training  needed  for  young  women  pre- 
paring for  missionary  service,  and  that  the  Board  of  Missions,  as 
authorized  by  the  General  Conference,  had,  after  thorough  investiga- 
tion and  discussion,  located  the  school  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  with  the 
hearty  approval  of  the  Council ;  that  the  new  charter,  in  keeping 
with  the  Council's  wishes,  placed  the  ownership  and  control  of  the 
school  in  the  Southern  Methodist  Church,  in  and  through  the  General 
Conference,  effectively  safeguarding  the  interests  of  the  church  in 
the  school;  that  the  women  of  the  church,  with  splendid  enthusiasm, 
were  contributing  liberally  for  the  building  and  maintenance  of  the 
new  college  and  not  asking  the  General  Conference  to  assume  any 
financial  obligation  with  it;  and  that  the  institution,  as  newly  located 
and  organized,  in  addition  to  being  the  heart  of  the  woman's  missionary 
work  of  the  church,  was  providing  needed  training  for  various  types 
of  lay  workers,  men  and  women,  such  as  directors  of  Religious  Edu- 
cation, pastors'  assistants,  directors  of  church  music,  etc.,  thus  render- 
ing a  valuable  service  to  the  entire  church.  The  report  also  recom- 
mended the  members  of  a  Board  of  Trustees  for  the  college,  fixing 
the  date  of  expiration  of  the  terms  of  each,  and  the  length  of  time 
each  trustee  should  serve. 

1926.  The  Council  Meeting  in  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

"None  could  have  desired  a  more  beautiful  and  gracious  setting  for  this 
meeting.  Every  district  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  vied  with  the  other 
in  making  good  the  promise  of  welcome  given  in  their  invitation  to  the  Old 
North  State.  Raleigh's  invitation  gave  the  toast, 

'Here's  to  the  land  of  the  long-leaf  pine, 

The  summer  land  where  the  sun  doth  shine, 

Where  the  weak  grow  strong  and  the  strong  grow  great, 

Here's  to  your  stay  in  the  Old  North  State!' 
Raleigh's  guests  realized  that  the  lines  are  neither  hyperbole  nor  fiction.  The 
heart  will  ever  glow  as  memory  recalls  the  kindness  and  hospitality  to  the 
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members  and  friends  of  the  Council.  The  only  limit  was  drawn  by  the  ability 
of  the  beneficiaries  to  accept  what  the  gracious  hearts  of  the  hosts  and  hostesses 
prompted  for  the  well  being-  of  their  guests.  Raleigh  opened  wide  the  doors 
of  city  and  homes,  but  wherever  it  goes  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council  becomes 
most  familiar  with  the  church  and  the  path  which  leads  thereto  for  the  church 
seems  verily  to  enfold  them  during  the  days  and  evenings  of  the  meeting.  This 
time  the  path  lay  through  the  beautiful  and  interesting  Capitol  Park  to  Edenton 
Street  Church,  where  the  great  feast  was  spread,  and  it  is  woe  to  the  one  that 
came  away  with  a  soul  unblessed. 

"The  noon  recess  afforded  the  recreation  necessary  for  both  the  social  and 
physical  being.  At  this  time  delicious  and  refreshing  luncheons  were  served  by 
the  districts  of  the  conference  in  turn.  Souvenirs  at  lunch  each  day,  indicative  of 
historical,  geographical,  or  industrial  interest  of  the  hostess  district,  delighted  and 
entertained  the  guests  and  increased  their  gratitude  to  their  lavish  benefactors. 
Care  and  problems  were  dismissed,  and  speeches  of  welcome  and  appreciation 
were  exchanged.  Governor  Angus  McLean  was  present  the  first  day  and  most 
heartily  welcomed  the  Council  to  the  state.  On  succeeding  days  the  district  sec- 
retaries and  other  conference  and  auxiliary  members  were  heard  from.  Thus  this 
period  was  like  a  happy  continued  party  topped  off  each  day  with  a  sauce  of 
anticipation  of  what  the  next  might  bring  forth. 

"The  drive  on  Saturday  afternoon  to  Duke  University  and  lunch  at  the 
Washington  Duke  Hotel  as  guests  of  the  Durham  District  is  a  pleasure  to  be 
remembered.  The  novelty  of  the  drive  was  increased  by  the  snowstorm  which 
added  beauty  to  the  scene  and  gayety  to  the  party.  The  snow  and  the  wild 
March  wind  made  the  welcome  doubly  warm  in  the  ballroom  where  tables  were 
spread  for  three  hundred  guests.  Inclement  weather  prevented  the  drive  through 
the  campus  of  the  university,  but  a  resourceful  faculty  had  provided  a  much 
appreciated  alternative.  With  the  stereopticon  attractive  views  of  the  campus 
and  the  buildings  that  are  to  be,  as  well  as  those  that  have  served  Trinity  College, 
were  thrown  upon  the  screen  in  the  genial  atmosphere  of  the  banquet  hall." — 
L.  P.  P. 

The  quotation  above  is  taken  from  the  Foreword  of  the  "Sixteenth 
Annual  Report  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council,"  and  the  fol- 
lowing is  from  a  letter  to  Miss  Helen  White  of  Oxford,  secretary  of 
the  Raleigh  District,  written  to  her  by  Mrs.  Bessie  W.  Lipscomb  of 
Nashville,  the  Council's  organization  secretary,  greatly  beloved  in  the 
North  Carolina  Conference:  • 

"My  first  impulse  as  I  get  to  my  desk  after  the  meeting  in  Raleigh,  is  to 
write  you  and  through  you  all  the  women  of  your  district  who  did  so  many 
beautiful  things  for  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council  during  its  session.  I  do 
not  know  of  anything  lovelier  than  the  way  the  districts  entertained  each  day, 
and  I  can  never  adequately  express  to  you  as  leader  of  the  district  and  to  the 
women  who  helped  you  do  this,  the  appreciation  of  the  Council,  but  will  you 
please  accept  even  my  inadequate  expression  of  gratitude,  and  give  to  your 
women  some  idea  as  best  you  can  of  how  we  feel  about  your  goodness  to  us 
during  those  days?  The  meeting  in  Raleigh  stands  out  in  my  memory  as  a  most 
unusual  meeting  in  many  points — among  these  were  the  courtesies  of  the  district 
secretaries  and  their  districts.  We  are  grateful  not  only  for  the  beautiful  enter- 
tainment, but  the  spirit  of  loyalty  and  love  for  the  cause  that  prompted  this, 
and  we  rejoice  in  what  we  believe  it  means  for  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  the 
world.  I  trust  that  the  inspiration  which  came  to  the  hearts  of  your  women 
who  were  present  will  in  some  way  compensate  them  for  their  trouble  and  that 
we  shall  all,  because  of  this  meeting,  have  a  larger  vision  of  and  a  greater 
devotion  to  the  cause.  Please  let  me  serve  you  and  your  women  in  everv  way 
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that  I  can,  and  accept  for  yourself  and  for  them  the  heartfelt  gratitude  of 
every  member  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council." 

These  quotations  express  the  feeling  of  the  Council  women  to- 
wards Raleigh,  its  women,  and  the  women  of  the  conference.  The 
following,  an  editorial  in  the  Raleigh  "News  and  Observer,"  speaks  in 
appreciation  of  the  Council: 

"Raleigh  is  accustomed  to  entertain  delegations  and  conventions  representa- 
tive of  the  thought  and  spirit  of  the  people  of  this  and  other  commonwealths. 
It  has  not  in  all  its  history  given  hospitality  to  any  gathering  that  leaves  behind 
finer  benedictions  and  a  sweeter  savor  than  the  Missionary  Council  which  closes 
its  sessions  today.  Those  'good  women'  from  every  Southern  state  and  almost 
'from  Greenland's  icy  mountains  to  India's  coral  strand'  have  carried  or  are 
as  missionaries  preparing  to  carry  the  light  of  the  gospel  to  the  dark  continents 
and  the  isles  of  the  sea.  This  body  of  consecrated  young  women  have  left  the 
impress  of  their  noble  spirits  on  the  community  and  upon  all  who  came  under 
the  sweet  influence  of  the  Council  which  adjourns  today." 

Missionaries  Emeritus 
A  service,  touching  and  beautiful,  was  conducted  during  the  morn- 
ing of  the  opening  day  of  this  1926  Council  meeting.  It  was  the  first 
time  such  a  service  had  ever  been  held.  After  all  the  foreign  mission- 
aries, deaconesses  and  home  missionaries  present  had  been  called  to  the 
front,  introduced,  and  welcomed,  there  followed  a  lovely  service  of 
Recognition  of  Missionaries  Emeritus,  those  who  had  given  thirty  or 
more  years  of  active  missionary  service  on  the  foreign  field.  Mrs. 
Stephens  read  the  regulations  stating  the  credits  which  win  this  honor. 
There  were  five  workers  entitled  to  this  recognition,  Miss  Lochie 
Rankin,  1878-1926,  China;  Miss  Rebecca  Toland,  1881-1925, 
Mexico  and  Cuba;  Miss  Nannie  Emory  Holding,  1883-1913,  Mexi- 
co; Miss  Lelia  Vernon  Roberts,  1887-1925,  Mexico;  Mrs.  Julia 
Ansley  Gaither,  1892-1925,  China,  but  only  Miss  Toland  could  be 
present.  Mrs.  T.  J.  Copeland,  president  of  the  Baltimore  Conference, 
and  Mrs.  Lucy  H.  Robertson,  president  of  the  Western  North  Caro- 
lina Conference,  joined  Miss  Toland  on  the  platform,  for  their  ser- 
vices in  their  conferences  merited  equal  recognition  to  that  given  the 
missionaries.  "Prayer  abounding  in  praise  and  thanksgiving  for  the 
privilege  of  service  and  love  of  our  Father,  was  offered  by  Mrs.  Cope- 
land.  Mrs.  Robertson  spoke  in  appreciation  of  the  emeritus  mission- 
aries, their  long  term  of  service  and  the  work  accomplished.  The  cer- 
tificates were  presented  by  the  administrative  secretaries,  Misses  Mabel 
Howell  and  Esther  Case,  in  the  order  of  service,  those  unable  to  be 
present  being  honored  in  absence.  The  total  years  of  their  service 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-five.  The  completeness  of  this 
service  was  enhanced  by  the  presentation  to  Miss  Toland  by  Mrs. 
Stephens  of  a  silver  loving  cup  appropriately  inscribed  and  a  corsage 
from  her  sister  workers  in  Matanzas,  Cuba,  who  in  love  and  appreci- 
ation wished  to  share  in  honoring  this  one  with  whom  they  had  served." 
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Miss  Anna  Webb  of  Roxboro,  N.  C,  was  then  presented  by  Mrs. 
J.  W.  Perry,  as  an  active  and  consistent  member  of  the  woman's  mis- 
sionary society  since  1879.  The  following  workers  of  the  North  Caro- 
line Conference  were  present:  Deaconesses  Ellen  Gainey,  Mary  Ella 
McCall,  and  Mary  Nichols,  and  Miss  Alice  Green  of  Changchow, 
China.  From  the  Western  Carolina  Conference  were  Deaconesses 
Fannie  Bame  and  Berta  Ellison,  and  Misses  Nina  Troy  of  Soochow, 
China,  and  Frances  Burkhead,  Korea;  Misses  Mary  Pescud  of  Raleigh 
and  Elizabeth  Lamb  of  Fayetteville,  retired  missionaries  to  Brazil 
from  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society. 

Miss  Mary  Hood,  R.  N.,  spoke  of  the  Margaret  Williamson  Nurse 
Training  School  and  Hospital  with  special  reference  to  the  advance 
made  in  standards  of  medical  training  in  China  and  of  how  those 
trained  at  Margaret  Williamson  are  measuring  to  the  standards. 

The  Mary  Black  Memorial  Today 

"During  all  the  years,  from  its  founding  through  1919,  the  Bright  Jewels 
of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  had  directed  their  gifts  towards  the  support  of 
their  own  institution,  the  Mary  Black  Memorial  Hospital  in  Soochow,  China. 
Soochow  is  a  great,  walled  old  city,  the  most  influential  and  classic  of  East  Central 
China.  On  one  of  its  broad  canals,  immediately  adjoining  the  Laura  Haygood 
School,  stood  the  Mary  Black  Hospital,  the  medical  and  nurse  training  schools, 
with  the  home  of  its  doctors  and  nurse  opposite  the  gate  of  its  compound.  Across 
the  street  from  the  Laura  Haygood  School  was  the  campus  of  the  Soochow 
University,  and  just  beyond  the  Mary  Black  Hospital  were  the  Soochow  Hospital 
and  St.  John's  Church,  the  Senah  Staley  Kindergarten  next.  On  the  compounds 
of  these  institutions,  in  1916,  were  the  homes  of  the  twenty-five  missionaries 
working  in  them. 

"In  January,  1915,  Miss  Bennett  and  Miss  Mabel  Head  attended  an  in- 
formal meeting  of  the  China  Medical  Committee  at  Garden  City,  which  had 
the  responsibility  of  enterprising  the  new  Union  Medical  School  in  Shanghai, 
China.  Present,  also,  were  representatives  of  the  Woman's  Boards  working  in 
Central  China.  It  was  definitely  decided  that  a  large  medical  school  for  women 
was  needed  in  Central  China  and  that  no  one  Board  could  adequately  staff  and 
finance  such  an  institution.  Other  meetings  were  held  by  this  committee  when 
there  was  need  for  them. 

"When  Misses  Bennett  and  Head  visited  our  Oriental  fields  in  1916  they 
made  a  special  investigation  of  the  Council's  Hospital  and  Medical  School  in 
Soochow,  which  confirmed  their  'belief  that  these  institutions  have  been  worthy 
of  all  the  confidence  and  pride  that  we  have  felt  in  them.  They  have  done  a 
great  work,  largely  due  to  the  long  and  faithful  service  of  Dr.  Margaret  Polk. 
The  China  Medical  Association  for  several  years  past  has  been  raising  the  stand- 
ard of  hospitals  and  medical  schools.  We  are  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  time 
has  come  when  a  school  for  the  training  of  Christian  doctors  and  nurses  is  far 
more  important  for  the  good  of  China  than  any  hospital  work  that  any  board 
can  do.  Such  an  institution  to  be  well  equipped  and  of  high  grade,  should  be 
a  union  institution.  It  must  also  be  located  where  a  large  faculty  is  available. 
This  is  impossible  in  Soochow.  We  strongly  urge  inviting  other  boards  to  co- 
operate with  us  in  a  union  medical  school  in  Shanghai.  If  this  can  be  secured  we 
would  advise  the  immediate  moving  of  our  entire  medical  force  to  that  city, 
and  the  use  of  the  Mary  Black  Hospital  plant  for  the  teacher  training  institu- 
tion. If  co-operation  in  a  union  medical  school  cannot  be  secured,  we  are  con- 
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vinced  that  our  best  work  can  be  done  by  uniting  with  the  Northern  Presbyterian 
Woman's  medical  work  in  West  Soochow.  Before  leaving  this  subject  may  we 
again  call  to  your  mind  that,  great  as  the  need  for  women  physicians  in  China — 
infinitely  greater  than  in  our  own  country  because  of  the  secluded  hard  life  of 
the  women,  the  wretched  unsanitary  conditions  of  the  homes,  and  the  untaught, 
unclean  condition  of  the  midwives  who  deliver  them  in  childbirth — there  are 
only  three  small  woman's  medical  schools  in  that  land  of  400,000,000  of  people! 
A  union  medical  school  for  women  in  East  Central  China  would  exercise  a  most 
potent  influence  for  Christian  living  in  China,  and  for  a  new  era  of  sanitation 
and  health.' 

"As  a  consequence  of  this  report  and  recommendation  made  by  Misses  Ben- 
nett and  Head  to  the  Council  of  1917,  that  body  adopted  the  recommendation  of 
its  Committee  on  Foreign  Fields  and  Educational  Institutions,  that  the  Mary 
Black  Hospital  and  the  Nurse  Training  School  be  moved  to  Shanghai ;  that  the 
buildings  then  used  for  medical  work  in  Soochow  be  used  for  the  Kindergarten 
Training  School ;  and  that  the  name,  Mary  Black,  be  retained  in  the  new  insti- 
tution in  Shanghai.  This  decision  was  influenced  also  by  the  'belief  that  the 
Woman's  Medical  College,  the  Mary  Black  Hospital,  and  the  Nurse  Training 
School  were  essential  to  one  another  and  could  render  the  larger  service  by  being 
continued  as  a  unit;  that  the  general  hospital  with  the  enlargement  that  would 
be  made  possible  from  the  gift  of  the  Rockefeller  Foundation  could  adequately 
serve  the  constituency  of  the  Mary  Black  Hospital,  and  that  the  gift  from  the 
Rockefeller  Foundation  would  not  be  available  for  the  Board  as  long  as  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Council  maintained  a  separate  hospital  adjoining  the  general 
hospital.' 

"Dr.  Margaret  Polk  of  Perryville,  Ky.,  who  went  out  in  1896,  always  had 
the  ideal  of  the  medical  missionary  work  that  it  was  not  simply  nor  of  first 
importance  for  the  healing  of  a  few  thousands  of  sick  people  a  year,  as  necessary 
and  fine  as  that  undoubtedly  was,  but  she  had  craved  time,  women,  houses  and 
money  to  increase  the  ward  work,  doing  it  after  the  best  plans,  so  that  people 
going  to  her  hospital  'would  be  healed,  would  get  a  knowledge  of  God,  a  cer- 
tainty of  the  brotherhood  of  all  men,  a  faint  ideal  (from  ocular  demonstration) 
about  how  to  care  for  their  own  sick,  an  admiration  for  things  clean,  a  standard 
of  womanly  dignity  of  labor,  and  a  demonstration  of  the  power  of  women  to 
do,  to  be,  and  to  maintain  'individuality  and  self-respect.'  To  the  realization 
of  this  ideal  she,  Miss  Mary  Culler  White  of  the  Evangelistic  Department,  and 
Miss  Mary  Hood,  R.  N.,  head  of  the  Nurse  Training  Department,  had  given 
their  lives,  and  'the  hospital  with  its  chapel  services,  its  clinic,  its  operating 
room,  its  public  and  private  wards,  sun  rooms,  and  its  medical  school  the  only 
chartered  one  for  women  in  all  that  part  of  China,  with  its  nurse  training  class, 
was  daily  a  scene  of  intense  activity.' 

"In  June  of  1913  the  first  class  of  nurses  was  graduated  from  the  school, 
three  receiving  diplomas,  and  four,  certificates,  testifying  to  a  practical  training 
of  six  years.  A  splendid  address  was  made  to  them  by  Dr.  Anne  Walter  Fearn, 
Mary  Black  Hospital's  first  physician.  That  year  also,  for  the  first  time  in  its 
history  there  were  two  foreign  physicians  in  residence.  As  time  went  on  native 
doctors  and  nurses  were  added  to  the  staff  of  the  hospital  and  nurse  training 
school.  Dr.  Polk's  ideal  was  always  the  goal  to  be  reached,  with  the  definite  aim 
also  'to  have  each  nurse  realize  her  spiritual  responsibility  to  the  patient,  and 
that  to  save  a  patient's  soul  is  more  important  than  the  healing  of  the  body.' 
As  a  result  hundreds  of  patients  were  happily  converted. 

"After  the  closing  of  Mary  Black  Hospital  when  the  doctors  and  nurses 
went  to  Siberia  for  service  during  the  World  War,  the  medical  work  for  several 
years  was  in  a  transitional  stage.  As  it  had  been  decided  to  enter  the  Union 
Hospital  movement  in  Shanghai,  it  was  thought  best  not  to  open  again  in  Soo- 
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chow.  The  plans  for  this  work  moved  slowly,  mainly  because  of  the  unsettled 
condition  of  the  mission  policies  in  China  as  regarding  medical  education.  Three 
meetings  were  attended  in  1918  by  Council  representatives  including  Miss 
Bennett.  During  that  year  the  foundation  principles  upon  which  the  new  Union 
institution  was  to  be  built  were  laid  down  and  submitted  to  the  co-operating 
Boards  for  approval.  They  were  presented  also  to  the  Council's  Executive  Com- 
mittee and  approved.  The  American  Baptist  Woman's  Board  offered  to  put 
$25,000.00  into  the  initial  stock.  As  a  basis  for  the  enterprise,  a  tentative  grant 
of  the  Margaret  Williamson  Hospital,  the  property  of  the  Woman's  Union  Mis- 
sionary Society  in  Shanghai,  was  made  by  that  Board.  As  the  Council's  share  in 
the  capital  stock  it  was  proposed  to  erect  the  administrative  building. 

uIn  January  of  1921  the  Council's  two  doctors  and  two  nurses  began  to 
work  in  the  new  center  at  Margaret  Williamson  Hospital,  where  a  Union  Nurse 
Training  School  and  Hospital  were  conducted  while  the  plans  for  the  Medical 
School  were  temporarily  in  abeyance.  Our  Miss  Mary  Hood,  R.  N.,  was  elected 
by  the  Joint  Board  of  Control  as  superintendent  of  the  Nurse  Training  School, 
and  our  Dr.  Hattie  Love  as  superintendent  of  the  hospital.  In  October  of  1920 
Miss  Bennett,  Mrs.  Lee  Britt  of  the  Virginia  Conference,  and  Miss  Mabel 
Howell  had  been  appointed  by  the  Council's  Executive  Committee  to  represent  it 
as  members  of  the  American  section  of  the  Board  of  Control  of  the  Shanghai 
Union  Medical  Training  School. 

"Remarkable  progress  was  made  in  the  work  that  first  year.  Order  came  out 
of  chaos.  It  was  decided  to  use  the  $25,000.00  given  by  the  American  Baptist 
Woman's  Board  for  a  very  much  needed  nurses  home,  and  the  plan  to  have  a 
medical  school  for  women  in  Shanghai  in  co-operation  with  St.  John's  University 
was  approved  by  the  China  Medical  Association.  The  Council  of  192  2  adopted 
the  recommendation  of  its  Committee  on  Oriental  Fields,  that,  as  the  develop- 
ment in  the  plans  for  a  union  medical  school  in  Shanghai  in  connection  with 
Margaret  Williamson  Hospital  seemed  to  indicate  the  opening  of  such  a  school 
early  in  the  fall,  the  Council  should  authorize  the  release  of  $100,000.00  of  its 
medical  funds  for  that  purpose,  provided  the  plans  for  such  union  called  for  the 
release  of  that  amount  by  it;  and  that  in  the  event  the  funds  contributed  by  the 
Council  could  be  directed  to  one  special  building,  that  that  building  should  be 
named  in  honor  of  Miss  Belle  H.  Bennett,  in  whose  heart  and  brain  the  plans 
for  this  Union  Medical  School  in  Shanghai  were  born. 

"In  1  92  3  the  new  home  for  native  nurses  and  nurses'  pupils,  built  and  fur- 
nished by  the  Baptist  women,  was  finished.  In  1924  the  new  Medical  School  was 
incorporated  under  the  law  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  opened  in  Septem- 
ber with  four  promising  students,  a  fifth  entering  after  the  opening.  The  Belle 
H.  Bennett  Clinical  Building  was  completed  during  the  year  and  dedicated  in 
November.  It  was  regarded  as  the  best  of  its  kind  outside  the  Rockefeller  build- 
ing in  Peking.  The  Boards  co-operating  in  this  union  enterprise  were  the  Wo- 
man's Missionary  Council,  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  American  Baptist,  and 
Reformed  Church  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

"A  home  for  the  American  nurses,  built  by  the  Council,  was  completed 
during  the  year  1925,  and  bears  the  name  so  loved  and  honored  in  the  North 
Carolina  Conference  Woman's  Missionary  Society — 'The  Mary  Black  Nurses' 
Home.' 

"Dr.  Mary  MeDaniel,  superintendent  of  the  Margaret  Williamson  Hospital, 
who  went  out  in  1924  from  Savannah,  Mo.,  said  in  her  192  7  report  to  the 
Council :  'All  our  medical  students  and  Chinese  doctors  are  Christians.  Fourteen 
of  our  nurses  have  become  Christians.  There  remain  only  a  few  of  our  proba- 
tioner and  freshmen  nurses  who  are  not  Christians.  Our  daily  chapel  service, 
weekly  prayer  meeting,  twilight  prayer  service,  Home  Missionary  Society  and 
Bible  instruction  are  upbuilding  our  hospital  staff  in  the  Christian  faith.  The 
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evangelistic  workers  in  the  clinics  and  in  the  wards  teach  the  Christian  faith. 
Our  participation  in  the  activities  of  the  Van  Santvoord  Memorial  Chapel  across 
the  street  is  our  contribution  to  our  immediate  neighborhood.  We  furnish  a  choir 
and  pledged  to  pay  $600.00  a  year  toward  the  minister's  salary'." 

A  Tribute 

"The  clinic  is  over  for  today,  and  the  servant  is  cleaning  up  the  room 
where  the  two  hundred  men  and  women  had  waited  to  hear  the  nurse  call  the 
number  on  the  little  slip  of  paper  which  they  held  in  hands,  eaten  with  leprosy, 
shaking  with  palsy  or  reeking  with  scabees,  and  as  he  reached  his  broom  under 
one  of  the  seats  he  wonders  why  people  will  leave  their  dirty  rags.  The  bundle 
rolls  at  his  feet,  and  'what!  the  thing  must  be  a  rat!  It  moves!  Gracious,  it  is  a 
child!'  Miss  Hood,  who  always  seems  to  be  there  when  no  one  else  is,  hears  the 
exclamation,  and  takes  the  little  body  into  her  strong,  loving  arms,  and  finds  a 
child  with  teeth,  about  two  years  old,  and  when  she  puts  it  on  the  scales,  it 
weighs  just  seven  pounds  two  ounces.  It  cannot  make  a  sound.  'We  shall  give 
her  a  bottle  and  call  her  Margaret  Williamson,  for  surely  if  ever  this  hospital 
bore  a  child,  this  is  she.' 

"The  Margaret  Williamson  Hospital  is  now  the  great  THING  which  has 
grown  from  all  the  life  and  devotion  of  Elizabeth  Reifanyder  and  Margaret 
Polk  and  Anne  Walter  Fearn  and  several  hundred  other  loving  women  who 
came  that  the  people  of  China  might  have  Life!  The  Mary  Black  got  itself  a 
name  when  the  women  and  children  of  North  Carolina  wanted  to  honor  the 
name  of  Mary  Fleming  Black  who  organized  the  Children's  Work  for  missions 
in  the  conference.  They  centered  their  efforts  in  Soochow,  China,  where  there 
were  so  many  sick  little  ones  and  where,  when  the  hospital  was  finished,  it  made 
them  well  and  told  them  about  Jesus  and  how  He  would  love  to  make  them 
happy.  Margaret  Williamson  lived  up  in  the  cold  North — Philadelphia,  and 
New  York — and  she  loved  children  and  sick  people,  too,  and  in  honor  of  her 
life  and  service  the  hospital  in  Shanghai  bore  her  name.  When  it  seemed  best 
to  unite  these  two  hospitals,  the  Mission  Boards  got  together,  and  the  Baptist 
and  Methodist  women  all  got  together  and  talked  about  how  they  could  make  a 
hospital  which  would  be  a  Light  set  on  a  hill  in  China  to  which  thousands  of 
sick  women  and  children  could  come  and  be  treated  for  their  illnesses  and  told 
of  the  love  of  Our  Father,  they  decided  to  build  this  new  and  splendid  institu- 
tion around  the  houses  and  the  name  we  all  loved,  'Margaret  Williamson.' 

"Thus  has  grown  the  Medical  School  and  the  School  of  Nursing,  and  now 
here  our  church  has  put  up  the  Belle  Bennett  Building  where  hundreds  of  sick 
people  come  every  day  to  find  the  doctors  and  nurses  who  love  them  and  heal 
their  diseases.  Here  we  have  put  up  the  Howell  Building  for  the  Medical  School 
and  built  the  Mary  Black  Home  for  our  nurses.  Right  now  Shanghai  and  many 
other  cities  in  China  are  helping  this  hospital  to  build  a  bigger  and  better  hospital 
building  than  the  old  one  which  was  first  called  Margaret  Williamson.  They 
are  hoping  to  get  Taels  ($.83  about)   100,000  for  this  purpose. 

"And  when  you  hear  a  merry  laugh  in  the  hall  and  a  happy  voice  call 
'Mother!  Where  are  you?'  you  may  know  you  are  going  to  catch  a  glimpse  of 
a  ruddy  faced  girl  of  twelve  on  her  way  to  the  tennis  court,  as  she  stops  for  a 
moment  to  tell  'mother'  (Miss  Mary  Hood)  that  she  will  be  home  in  plenty  of 
time  to  get  her  lessons  for  tomorrow's  test,  for  the  little  bundle  of  rags  which 
the  broom  found  and  rolled  out  from  under  the  seat  in  the  chapel  is  the  oarable 
of  how  God  has  worked  in  all  the  efforts  of  all  the  women  who  have  made  the 
great  institution  called  'Margaret  Williamson'  and  loved  by  all  those  who  made 
'Mary  Black'  a  beginning  for  this  WORK." — Miss  Elizabeth  Claiborne,  Jackson, 
Tenn.,  missionary  since  1905  in  China.  Rockingham,  N.  C,  1929. 
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North  Carolina  Conference  Missionaries  Consecrated 
Miss  Elizabeth  Bass  of  Wilson  and  Miss  Myra  Ormond  of  Wil- 
mington were  consecrated  at  this  Council  meeting  and  received  their 
appointments  by  recommendation,  Miss  Bass  as  nurse  to  the  African 
field  and  Miss  Ormond  to  the  Wesley  Community  House  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.  Miss  Mary  Ella  McCall,  deaconess,  was  released  at  her  own 
request. 

Some  Council  Legislation 

The  Book  of  Remembrance.  A  recommendation  read  by  Mrs. 
R.  L.  Kirkwood  of  South  Carolina,  which,  after  being  discussed  and 
amended  was  adopted,  provided  for  a  place  to  be  prepared  in  the 
Bennett  Book  of  Remembrance  for  the  enrolling  of  names  of  loved 
ones  by  the  contribution  of  not  less  than  $100.00  for  that  purpose. 

For  General  Conference.  The  recommendation  was  adopted  that 
the  name  of  the  woman  nominated  by  her  conference  as  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Missions  be  reported  to  Mrs.  Stephens  that  all  nomi- 
nations from  the  Missionary  Conference  Societies  might  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Missions  of  the  General  Conference  at  the  same 
time.  The  Council,  upon  motion,  voted  also  that  the  Council  should 
indicate  to  the  General  Conference  those  women  whom  it  desired  as 
administrative  secretaries.  The  choice  of  the  Council  was  then  made 
in  the  election  of  Misses  Howell  and  Case  for  the  foreign  work,  and 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Downs  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  Smith  for  the  home  work.  A 
resolution  signed  by  eight  women,  two  of  whom  were  Mrs.  Earley 
and  Mrs.  Boney,  adopted  as  read,  stated  that  inasmuch  as  the  Council 
had  considered  the  report  to  the  General  Conference  Commission  on 
the  Reorganization  of  the  Boards  as  it  affected  Woman's  Work  for 
Missions,  which  proposed  marked  changes  in  the  plan  of  administra- 
tion and  cultivation,  and  as  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  Board 
of  Missions  had  proved  effective  during  the  quadrennium  just  past, 
it  was  the  sense  of  the  Council  that  it  "wished  to  go  on  record  as 
earnestly  desiring  to  maintain  the  general  plan  under  which  we  are 
now  working." 

Xone  and  Circle  Flans  Provided.  Mrs.  Lipscomb  in  her  report  as 
organization  secretary,  called  attention  to  an  "admirable  plan  of  in- 
tense cultivation  known  as  the  Zone  Plan  which  had  been  adopted  in 
several  conferences" — five,  the  second  mentioned  being  North  Caro- 
lina— "during  the  past  quadrennium."  It  will  be  remembered  that 
this  plan  as  used  in  1917  and  recommended  by  Miss  Amma  Graham, 
secretary  of  Weldon  District,  had  been  adopted  and  used  by  this  con- 
ference to  an  increasing  extent,  ever  since  that  date,  under  the  name 
of  County  Federation,  two  quadrenniums  instead  of  one  past.  Th^ 
Council,  at  Mrs.  Lipscomb's  recommendation  endorsed  and  aduuicu 
it  for  conference  use,  providing  for  its  formulation  by  the  organiza- 
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tion  secretary.  The  circle  plan,  too,  was  endorsed  and  a  standard  of 
excellence  drafted  for  it,  to  be  used  in  large  auxiliaries  when  it  would 
be  conducive  to  greater  efficiency  in  service  and  cultivation  to  work 
in  smaller  groups.  This  plan  too  had  been  in  use  as  a  conference  meas- 
ure since  1920,  and  before  that,  1914,  in  the  Rockingham  adult  aux- 
iliary. 

The  Commission  on  Race  Relations  Discontinued.  This  commis- 
sion had  been  active  since  its  appointment  in  1920,  under  the  capable 
leadership  of  Mrs.  Luke  Johnson  of  Georgia.  Having  led  the  way  in 
creating  sentiment  and  forming  plans  for  active  good  will  between 
the  races  and  the  promotion  of  the  work  functioning  then  through  the 
Social  Service  channels,  it  was  voted  by  the  Council  to  discontinue  the 
Commission  on  Race  Relations,  and  to  promote  its  entire  work  through 
a  Standing  Committee  on  Social  Service. 

Furlough  for  Home  Workers.  The  Council  voted  to  give  to  its 
deaconesses  and  home  missionaries  at  the  end  of  six  years  of  continu- 
ous service,  a  furlough  of  one  year,  on  salary,  nine  months  of  which 
should  be  devoted  to  study,  which  should  be  decided  upon  in  consulta- 
tion with  her  divisional  administrative  secretary. 

Field  Secretary.  Miss  Bess  Combs  was  appointed  by  the  Executive 
Committee  in  March,  1925,  to  serve  the  Council  as  field  secretary  for 
Young  People's  Work  during  that  year.  In  her  report  to  the  Council 
she  said  that  it  "had  been  a  year  of  new  experiences,  new  discoveries, 
and  new  revelations."  New  experiences  in  so  far  as  working  with 
American  young  people  was  different  from  working  with  Chinese 
women.  New  discoveries  as  she  had  tried  to  get  the  viewpoint  of  the 
young  people,  to  be  honest  in  her  judgment  of  them,  and  sympathetic 
with  them  in  their  problems.  New  revelations  in  realizing  the  inade- 
quate program  of  the  church  for  them,  and  the  indifference,  in  many 
quarters  opposition  to  the  Young  People's  Missionary  Societies.  She  had 
visited  twenty-four  of  the  thirty-nine  conferences,  and  paid  tribute  to 
"that  body  of  consecrated,  loyal,  hard  working  women,  the  conference 
superintendents  of  Young  People.  If  the  organizations  for  young 
people  in  the  church  continue  as  they  are,  then  the  Young  People's  De- 
partment of  the  Council  will  have  to  be  emphasized  and  pushed  if  it 
is  to  hold  its  own.  There  must  be  definite,  intensive  missionary  train- 
ing for  the  young  people  of  our  church." 

Western  North  Carolina  Conference  Officers  Express  Appreciation 
Mrs.  H.  A.  Dunham,  the  corresponding  secretary  of  the  Western 

Carolina  Conference,  read  this  message  of  appreciation   from  the 

officers  and  district  secretaries  of  that  conference,  who  had  been  guests 

in  Raleigh  during  the  Council  meeting: 

"We,  a  committee  representing-  the  officers  and  district  secretaries  of  the 

Western  North  Carolina  Conference,  wish  to  express  our  sincere  appreciation 
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of  the  magnanimous  hospitality  extended  to  us  by  the  women  of  Edenton  Street 
Church  during-  this  Council  meeting,  and  trust  the  inspiration  we  have  here 
received  may  make  our  work  more  efficient  during  the  coming  year. — Mrs.  W.  R. 
Harris,  chairman;  Mrs.  C.  C.  Weaver,  Mrs.  V.  L.  Stone." 

1926  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 
The  conference  which  assembled  in  Elizabeth  City  in  April  echoed 
and  re-echoed  the  Council  notes.  As  the  corresponding  secretary  said: 
"The  long  talked  of  event  has  occurred.  Council  has.  met  and  ad- 
journed,  and  in  its  wake  is  renewed  interest  and  awakened  enthusiasm 
and  inspiration.  The  meeting  was  what  we  hoped  it  would  be  and  our 
women  attended.  They  came  from  the  mountains  to  the  sea  to  the 
meeting;  they  came  through  the  snow,  and  surely  we  shall  feel  the 
influence  of  this  interest  and  wonderful  meeting,  and  with  prayer 
shall  make  greater  progress  than  ever  before." 

The  record  for  the  year  was  an  encouraging  one.  The  Council 
pledge  was  paid  in  full,  and  provision  made  for  the  salaries  of  our 
conference  missionaries.  On  the  honor  roll  there  were  47  adult  aux- 
iliaries, 11  young  people's  and  10  children's  societies.  Presenting  stew- 
ardship were  134  adult  auxiliaries,  and  24  young  people's  societies. 
Observing  Week  of  Prayer  were  180  adult  auxiliaries,  19  young  peo- 
ple's and  45  children's  societies. 

Miss  Bess  Combs  visited  every  district  in  the  conference  in  the 
interest  of  the  Young  People's  Work.  "Like  a  mighty  rushing  wind 
she  swept  from  one  district  to  another  with  a  message  so  appealing 
and  compelling  that  young  people  have  listened  spell-bound,  and  many 
have  seen  the  beauty  of  the  high  ideals  of  service  and  fellowship." 
This  conference  stood  next  to  the  top  in  the  largest  number  of  new 
young  people's  societies  organized,  and  sixth  in  largest  gain  in  new 
auxiliaries.  The  great  event  of  Young  People's  Year  in  which  we 
shared  was  the  Memphis  Convention  which  our  Young  People's  sup- 
erintendent, Mrs.  C.  D.  Rigsbee,  attended.  "That  meeting  strength- 
ened my  faith  in  youth  and  its  ability,  an  experience  I  shall  never 
forget."  For  the  second  time  the  Delia  Shamburger  auxiliary  of  Hert- 
ford was  the  banner  auxiliary  of  the  conference,  the  Troy  auxiliary 
being  second. 

In  the  Children's  Work  there  was  a  gain  of  14  Baby  Divisions 
and  210  members;  of  18  Junior  Divisions  and  278  members;  5  babies 
and  4  juniors  were  made  life  members.  Queen  Street,  Kinston,  won 
the  banner  again  for  being  the  best  Baby  Division;  St.  Pauls,  Golds- 
boro,  the  Chinese  banner  for  raising  the  largest  amount  of  money; 
and  Fremont,  the  Korean  banner  for  the  largest  amount  per  member. 
The  New  Bern  District  led  in  the  Baby  Division  Work,  though  the 
Elizabeth  City  had  the  largest  number  of  divisions.  In  the  Junior 
Division  the  Weldon  District  had  the 'largest  number  of  divisions  and 
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the  largest  number  of  members,  Rockingham  District  leading  in 
amount  of  money  raised. 

It  was  the  privilege  of  the  superintendent  of  Study  to  attend  the 
Summer  School  of  Missions  at  Lake  Junaluska  in  July  as  the  guest  of 
the  conference.  She  reported  a  numerical  loss  almost  everywhere,  but 
a  very  real  improvement  in  the  quality  of  work  done.  She  found  en- 
couragement in  the  fine  spirit  of  the  women  engaging  in  the  work 
and  in  the  belief  that  the  conference  was  gradually  adjusting  itself  to 
the  definite  schedule  of  study  recommended  by  Council,  with  a  better 
quality  of  work  in  even  those  classes  which  were  not  standard.  There 
were  a  larger  number  of  standard  classes,  with  a  larger  number  to 
attain  the  study  honor  roll  and  honorable  mention,  and  to  receive 
certificates  of  credit. 

The  new  superintendent  of  Social  Service,  Miss  Vara  Herring, 
felt  the  handicap  of  having  had  to  take  up  the  work  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  second  quarter,  and  submitted  her  report  with  a  sense  of  humili- 
ation as  it  showed  so  little  of  the  splendid  social  service  activities  of 
the  auxiliaries,  due  to  lack  of  proper  reporting.  Most  of  the  auxiliaries 
that  did  report  were  doing  splendid  work,  much  of  which  was  out- 
standing in  bettering  their  communities  by  promoting  and  co-opera- 
tion with  other  agencies  in  the  establishing  of  playgrounds,  community 
clubs,  clinics  for  crippled  children,  tubercular  hospitals,  clean-up  cam- 
paigns, better  housing  for  whites  and  blacks,  sanitation  and  street  im- 
provement in  negro  sections,  securing  employment  for  the  unemployed, 
furnishing  milk  for  the  undernourished,  etc.  The  usual  amount  of 
friendly  visiting  and  relief  work  had  been  done.  "Many  of  the  social 
service  committees  seem  indifferent  toward  preparing  and  presenting 
the  working  plans  sent  out  by  Mrs.  Newell,  the  Council  Superintendent 
of  Social  Service.  They  seem  not  to  realize  the  importance  of  this,  nor 
to  understand  how  to  go  about  it.  We  are  pledged,  and  have  been  for 
years  to  these  great  causes:  higher  standards  for  state  and  federal  con- 
trol of  child  labor;  greater  opportunity  for  education  and  justice  for 
the  negro  in  the  South  in  health,  morality,  recreation,  and  in  living 
conditions;  state  welfare  legislation  and  better  law  enforcement  by 
the  best  officers  possible." 

In  the  Supply  Department,  $225.00  was  the  total  value  of  con- 
tributions reported.  There  was  little  response  to  the  call  for  canned 
goods  for  Scarritt  as  it  seemed  impractical  to  send  such  goods  that  far. 
Books  for  one  of  the  mission  fields  were  asked  for,  but  none  were 
reported  to  the  superintendent.  Many  contributions  of  clothing  and 
other  necessaries  to  the  unfortunate  were  reported  in  the  department 
of  social  service. 

The  superintendents  of  Publicity  and  Literature  were  faithfully 
performing  the  duties  of  their  offices,  which  were  such  as  could  not 
well  be  tabulated. 
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Conference  Action 

The  Bennett  Memorial  Fund.  A  report  of  the  treasurer  on  this 
fund  showed  that  of  the  pledge  of  $25,000.00  made  in  1923  to  it, 
$18,763.00  had  been  paid.  This  conference  pledged  itself  to  raise  the 
balance  due  on  that  pledge,  and  to  raise  an  additional  sum  sufficient 
to  average  $5.00  per  member  on  the  basis  of  adult  membership  in 
1923,  which  would  amount  to  more  than  $35,000.00  as  a  total.  Mrs. 
H.  B.  Branch,  Mrs.  J.  G.  Fearing  and  Mrs.  W.  R.  Royall  were  ap- 
pointed a  special  Bennett  Memorial  Committee,  and  the  auxiliaries 
were  asked  to  report  the  amount  raised  each  month  to  Mrs.  W.  R. 
Royall  at  Washington,  N.  C. 

Lucy  Cuninggim  Memorial  Fund.  One  of  the  visitors  at  Council 
and  also  at  the  annual  meeting  of  this  conference  society,  was  Miss 
Bessie  Oliver,  at  home  on  furlough  from  Wonsan,  Korea.  She  told 
about  Lucy  Cuninggim  School,  its  growth,  its  assets,  its  registration, 
"the  only  accredited  girls'  school  in  that  province.  She  told  of  the 
desperate  need  of  repairs  which  would  make  good  the  promise  of  the 
missionaries  in  securing  from  the  government  this  registration."  Her 
recital  of  these  needs  was  so  graphic  that  the  heart  of  the  conference 
was  touched  to  pledge  itself  to  raise  $10,000.00,  the  amount  she  esti- 
mated would  be  sufficient  to  make  the  necessary  repairs,  to  turn  over 
to  her  before  she  returned  in  the  late  summer,  so  that  she  might  have 
it  to  begin  work  immediately  upon  her  arrival. 

The  Lucy  Cuninggim  Home  artd  School 

"It  has  been  seen  how  this  school  was  founded  and  named,  as  the  outgrowth 
of  the  Twentieth  Century  Offering-  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Woman's 
Missionary  Society,  $2,194.00  being  the  amount  of  that  initial  offering,  which 
was  added  to  in  1906  by  the  bequest  of  $2,247.50  from  Dr.  J.  A.  Cuninggim 
in  honor  of  his  wife,  and  by  the  conference  society  for  a  number  of  years  in 
contributions  towards  the  support  of  the  missionary  workers  in  it,  and  how  it 
became  necessary  for  safety  to  authorize,  in  1  907,  the  removal  and  enlarge- 
ment of  it. 

"In  1911  this  was  strictly  a  boarding  school,  with  6  grades  in  the  Primary 
Department,  and  4  provided  for  in  the  High  School  Department  though  only  3 
were  then  taught.  The  girls  were  also  taught  Korean  sewing,  embroidery  on 
silk  and  linen,  knitting,  and  crocheting  of  all  styles,  assisted  with  the  cooking 
and  laundry,  and  had  their  own  garden  plot.  Evangelism  was  taught  by  study 
and  by  practice.  On  the  17th  of  May,  1910,  the  corner  stone  of  their  new 
building  was  laid.  After  the  school  moved  into  its  new  building  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1912,  it  was  possible  to  get  a  better  educated  faculty,  and  to  raise  the 
course  of  study  to  the  standard  required  by  the  educational  senate  of  Korea.  The 
school  at  that  time  was  passing  through  a  formative  period,  a  change  in  its 
policy,  which,  though  laying  a  firmer  basis  of  work  from  this  crucial  period 
in  its  growth,  resulted  temporarily  in  reducing  the  attendance.  In  November  of 
1913  trouble  in  the  school  necessitated  the  expulsion  of  some  of  the  girls  anil 
the  suspension  of  others.  Nearly  all  of  those  suspended  returned  at  the  opening 
of  the  spring  term,  glad  to  get  back  and  eager  to  study  again.  The  industrial 
and  evangelistic  work  continued  to  do  well,  and  the  attendance  to  increase. 
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"In  1917  the  advanced  grades  were  given  up,  and  an  industrial  school  for 
girls  and  women  established  in  its  stead.  This  was  decided  upon  because  of  the 
lives  of  drudgery  and  hopelessness  led  by  so  many  of  the  Korean  women,  and 
the  need  of  a  school  in  which  they  could  be  taught  to  earn  their  living  and 
become  independent  and  self-respecting.  Miss  Hallie  Buie,  the  principal  at  that 
time,  said,  after  describing  the  dependent,  hopeless  condition  of  many  of  those 
poverty-stricken  women,  'the  daughter-in-law  in  Korea  is  still  the  drudge  for 
the  whole  family.  Since  schools  for  girls  have  been  established,  the  thought  life 
of  the  young  people  has  changed  and  continues  to  change  very  rapidly,  and  the 
graduates  of  the  schools,  usually  from  sixteen  to  nineteen  years  old,  do  not 
always  find  it  convenient  or  desirable  to  go  at  once  to  a  mother-in-law's  home. 
These  graduates  can't  always  secure  positions  as  teachers  -y  and  while  Christianity 
has  done  much  for  the  women  of  Korea,  the  thoughts  and  customs  of  a  country 
as  ancient  as  Korea,  can't  be  changed  in  just  thirty  or  forty  years,  even  though 
there  were  no  non-Christians  in  the  country ;  therefore,  it  is  still  impossible  for 
a  young  girl  to  remain  quietly  and  peacefully  at  home.  If  she  had  some  practical 
occupation  whereby  she  could  help  her  family,  she  would  not  then  be  considered 
a  burden  and  would  be  a  blessing  in  her  home  and  to  her  neighbors.  In  our 
mission  schools  for  girls  there  are  splendid  self-help  departments  by  which  the 
girls  can  help  pay  their  way  through  school,  but  no  industry  was  being  taught 
whereby  a  living  could  be  earned  after  leaving  school.' 

"The  industry  decided  upon  for  this  school  was  sericulture.  In  March,  1918, 
the  mulberry  trees  were  set  out  and  grew  beautifully.  The  school  opened  in 
April.  Until  then,  the  school  had  had  primary  and  higher  grades,  but  when  the 
industrial  school  was  established,  the  primary  department  was  left  without  a 
name  or  a  home,  though  there  were  about  80  bright,  interesting  girls  in  that 
department.  The  South  Georgia  women  then  furnished  the  money  and  a  name, 
'Frances  Hitch,'  for  a  new  home.  The  forenoons  were  spent  in  study  under  the 
new  arrangement,  the  afternoons  in  work.  The  school  did  good  work  during 
the  few  months  it  was  running.  In  1920,  Miss  Howell  reported  that  it  had  been 
closed  the  larger  part  of  the  year  on  account  of  the  revolution  and  complica- 
tions arising  from  that  and  other  causes.  There  was  a  great  field  for  industrial 
education  in  Korea,  and  that  institution  needed  special  care.  In  her  next  report 
Miss  Howell  said  the  Lucy  Cuninggim  Industrial  School  had  not  been  re-opened 
during  the  year  as  they  had  hoped,  and  its  buildings  had  been  occupied  by  the 
Frances  Hitch  Girls'  Primary  School  and  Kindergarten.  There  was  a  decided 
advance  in  that  work  that  year  under  the  leadership  of  Miss  Hallie  Buie. 

"In  1922,  while  awaiting  development  promised  by  the  Centenary,  the  self- 
help  department  of  Lucy  Cuninggim  was  placed  on  a  firm  basis.  The  raising  of 
silk  worms,  and  making  of  silk  batting  and  simple  cloth  was  not  only  financially 
remunerative,  but  was  splendid  training  for  the  students  for  their  future  lives. 
Permission  was  given  that  year  to  open  the  Kodong  again,  causing  great  rejoicing 
in  many  hearts.  Miss  Oliver  said,  'ours  is  the  only  school  in  Wonsan  that  will 
be  a  full  Kodong,  or  high  school.  All  our  girls  now  are  Christians.  They  teach 
in  our  Sunday  school,  conduct  their  own  Epworth  League,  missionary  society 
and  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  and  hold  class  prayer  meetings  each  evening  before  going  home.' 

"The  next  year,  1923,  was  one  of  patient  waiting.  Money  for  repairs  was 
sorely  needed.  The  year  was  a  good  one,  however.  The  curriculum  was  put  on 
the  same  plane  as  the  government  schools  of  like  grade,  with  the  addition  of 
Bible  study,  and  the  self-help  department  did  good  work.  There  was  a  great 
revival,  when  very  few  of  the  girls  failed  to  take  a  definite  stand  for  Christ. 
The  school  needed  a  larger  auditorium  and  better  equipment.  The  building, 
which  had  never  been  completed,  was  in  need  of  repairs  to  make  it  suitable  for 
high  school  use.  Wooden  floors  were  never  put  in  over  the  cement,  which  with 
■~aking  roof  did  not  lend  themselves  to  the  best  health  of  students  and  teachers 
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especially  in  such  a  climate  as  they  had  in  Korea.  They  really  suffered,  and  the 
advanced  student  body  threatened  to  leave  if  they  could  not  become  a  registered 
school.  The  patrons  of  the  school  had  been  exceedingly  loyal,  and  a  good  student 
body  and  faculty  had  helped  to  make  a  good  year.  While  the  course  of  study 
was  the  same  as  in  the  Government  Recognized  School,  and  the  work  of  the 
same  grade  also,  they  could  receive  no  credit  for  it  for  the  students.  'It  was 
studying  in  a  school  without  a  name.'  In  1  925  it  was  the  only  full  four  year 
high  school  for  Korean  girls  in  the  city,  and  that  year  it  had  its  first  graduating 
class. 

"At  the  Council  Miss  Oliver  said  that  on  the  18th  of  July,  1  925,  they 
celebrated  Registration  Day — the  day  on  which  the  school  had,  in  meeting  the 
government  requirements,  become  the  only  A-grade  school  in  the  whole  province 
and  three  adjoining  states.  But  while  the  standard  of  work  had  continuously 
been  raised  till  it  had  reached  the  highest,  the  building  had  been  just  as  continu- 
ously deteriorating,  till,  in  1926,  in  the  whole  large  four  story  house,  there  was 
not  one  room  which  did  not  leak.  Teachers  and  students  sat  for  hours  during 
the  cold  of  winter  in  the  dampness  of  wet  weather,  on  cold,  wet  cement  floors, 
with  the  water  from  melting  snows  or  pouring  rains,  dripping  on  them  from 
the  ceiling  above  them,  without  adequate  heat  or  any  contrivance  to  make  them 
comfortable.  Umbrellas  had  to  be  used  during  class  hours,  and  Miss  Oliver  said 
that  sometimes  she  suffered  from  the  coldness  so  much  that  her  limbs  would  be 
numb  to  her  knees.  The  building  was  of  re-enforced  concrete  and  granite.  The 
heating  plant,  inadequate  at  best,  had  been  so  injured  by  the  dampness  that  it 
could  not  be  used. 

"Miss  Oliver,  with  Council's  permission,  made  so  strong  a  plea  for  money 
to  'put  a  new  hat  on  Lucy  Cuninggim'  and  to  make  the  repairs  and  remodelling 
necessary  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  teachers  and  students  and  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  Japanese  government  for  it  to  become  an  accredited  school, 
for  which  she  had  been  working  so  hard,  that  our  conference  unanimously  voted 
to  raise  $10,000.00  at  once  for  this  purpose.  Mr.  Ben  Duke,  a  great  admirer  of 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Cuninggim,  through  his  friend,  Dr.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  a 
great  friend  also  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  offered  to  give  $1,000.00 
of  that  amount  as  soon  as  the  other  $9,000.00  was  raised.  By  the  end  of  the 
third  quarter,  four  of  the  districts  had  paid,  or  overpaid  their  quota :  Elizabeth 
City,  $  1,007.50  ;  New  Bern,  $1,005.00;  Raleigh,  $1,008.50;  Rockingham, 
$1,000.00,  and  amounts  from  the  other  districts  made  a  total  of  $7,07  1.07  of 
the  $  10,000.00  paid  in  to  the  treasury.  The  whole  amount  was  paid  to  Miss 
Oliver  by  the  end  of  the  year,  and  in  192  8  she  said:  'The  gift  from  the  North 
Carolina  Conference  to  the  high  school  has  made  a  wonderful  change  in  our 
building  and  in  the  spirit  of  the  school,  both  student  body  and  faculty  being 
affected  by  the  change.  With  its  practically  new  building  and  equipment  the  school 
holds  a  higher  position  of  respect  and  confidence  in  the  city  and  entire  province'." 

New  By-Laws  and  Standing  Rules.  These  recommendations  were 
adopted:  That  we  shall  have  a  conference  program  committee  com- 
posed of  one  member  of  the  Executive  Committee,  one  district  sec- 
retary, and  one  member  of  hostess  auxiliary;  that  each  auxiliary  treas- 
urer shall  send  report  and  money  to  the  district  secretary  quarterly, 
instead  of  sending  directly  to  conference  treasurer  as  is  done  in  other 
conferences;  that  the  record  books  of  all  district  secretaries,  superin- 
tendents of  Young  People's  and  Children's  Work  shall  be  examined 
by  the  Committee  on  Record  Books;  that  the  Executive  Committee 
shall  meet  at  least  three  times  each  year. 
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Awards.  It  was  voted  that  two  banners  should  be  offered,  one  to 
the  district  gaining  the  largest  number  of  auxiliaries  in  all  departments, 
and  one  to  the  district  securing  the  largest  per  cen  of  new  members; 
that  our  superintendents  of  department  be  sent  to  any  conference  with- 
in bounds  of  our  state  that  will  be  beneficial  to  our  work,  the  superin- 
tendent of  Social  Service  to  the  Welfare  Institute  at  the  University 
of  North  Carolina. 

A  Legacy 

During  her  life  the  conference  society  had  never  had  a  better 
friend,  nor  one  who  contributed  more  generously  of  herself  her  time, 
her  talents,  her  means  than  it  possessed  in  Mrs.  S.  C.  Vann  of  Frank- 
linton,  and  in  death  she  did  not  forget  it,  for  it  was  found  that  she 
had  bequeathed  the  sum  of  $1,500.00  to  it  in  token  of  her  love. 

The  Korean  u'rn  was  presented  to  Mrs.  B.  C.  Thompson,  secretary, 
for  the  Rockingham  District,  for  having  the  most  auxiliaries  on  the 
honor  roll.  At  the  request  of  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  Master  Frank 
Swindell  Love,  Jr.,  infant  son  of  the  pastor,  after  his  introduction 
to  the  conference  was  made  a  life  member  of  the  Baby  Division.  Inter- 
esting letters  were  read  from  our  missionary  candidates,  Misses  Eliza- 
beth Bass  and  Ethel  Sugg,  the  latter  of  whom  was  then  in  school  at 
Louisburg  College.  Representatives  of  those  auxiliaries  which  had 
already  paid  to  the  Bennett  Memorial  Fund  an  average  of  $5.00  per 
member,  were  asked  to  write  their  names  in  the  conference  "Book 
of  Remembrance." 

Officers,  Superintendents y  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  Charles  Marion  Earley,  Gatesville;  vice-president, 
Mrs.  A.  M.  Gates,  Durham ;  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  Harvey  Boney,  Rose 
Hill  j  recording  secretary,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Snipes,  Mt.  Olive;  treasurer,  Mrs.  F.  B. 
McKinne,  Goldsboro. 

Superintendents :  Young  People,  Mrs.  C.  D.  Rigsbee,  Durham ;  Children, 
Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  New  Bern;  Study,  Mrs.  J.  LeGrand  Everett,  Rocking- 
ham ;  Publicity,  Mrs.  M.  T.  Plyler,  Raleigh ;  Social  Service,  Miss  Vara  Herring, 
Raleigh ;  Supplies,  Mrs.  Ida  T.  Wilkins,  Weldon;  Literature,  Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott, 
New  Bern. 

District  Secretaries :  Durham  District,  Mrs.  Mamie  Merritt  of  Roxboro; 
Elizabeth  City,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Willis  of  Hertford;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  Junius  Wren 
of  Siler  City;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  Flora  M.  Kendall  of  Goldsboro;  Raleigh,  Miss 
Helen  White  of  Oxford;  Rockingham,  Mrs.  B.  C.  Thompson  of  Mount  Gilead; 
Washington,  Mrs.  W.  C.  Vincent  of  Greenville;  Weldon,  Miss  Amma  Graham 
of  Warrenton;  Wilmington,  Mrs.  E.  R.  Clarke  of  Wilmington. 

New  Auxiliaries 

Daniels  Chapel,  June  20,  1925.  Our  society  was  organized  on  the  20th  of 
June,  192  5,  by  the  ladies  of  St.  Paul  and  St.  John  Churches  in  Goldsboro.  Our 
seven  charter  members  have  grown  to  eighteen.  We  try  to  do  what  Council  asks 
<^f  us — at  least  we  do  what  we  can,  for  with  so  few  members  we  can't  carry 
v«i  the  work  as  we  would  like  to  do. — Mrs.  J.  I.  Daniels. 

Rones  Church,  Mt.  Olwe  Circuit,  September,  1925.  Our  society  was  organ- 
ized in  September,   1925,  by  the  Smith's  Chapel  auxiliary,  also  on  this  circuit. 


Seven  Times  Seven 


401 


The  charter  members  were:  Mrs.  Wilson  Reeves  (president),  Mrs.  Joe  King  (vice- 
president),  Mrs.  S.  D.  Hudson  (secretary),  Mrs.  Robert  Williams  (treasurer), 
Mrs.  Perry  King  (Social  Service  superintendent),  Mrs.  L.  G.  Southerland  (sup- 
erintendent of  Supplies),  and  Mesdames  C.  C.  Southerland,  J.  R.  Rockley,  Patrick 
Farmer,  John  Dail,  J.  W.  Wells,  and  Winnie  Taylor.  Our  children's  society  was 
organized  in  the  spring  of  1926  by  Mrs.  Flora  Kendall  of  Goldsboro,  our  dis- 
trict secretary,  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Davis. — Mrs.  Wilson  Reeves. 

Thompson's  Chapel,  September  20th,  1925.  Our  auxiliary  was  organized  at 
our  church  on  the  20th  of  September,  1925,  by  the  Wayne  County  Federation  of 
Methodist  Missionary  Societies,  with  Mrs.  John  Raper,  chairman,  presiding. 
After  a  season  of  prayer,  Rev.  R.  E.  Brown,  our  pastor,  made  some  very  inspir- 
ing remarks  in  regard  to  the  mission  of  women.  Mrs.  Flora  Kendall,  and  Mrs. 
J.  B.  Davis  of  Goldsboro,  and  Rev.  John  Glenn  Barden,  our  missionary  to 
Africa,  were  with  us.  He  is  of  our  town  and  a  near  relative  to  many  of  us,  and 
is  now  in  the  Belgian  Congo,  Africa,  on  the  mission  of  our  Master.  Our  charter 
members  were:  Miss  Cora  A.  Thompson  (president),  Mrs.  Hinton  J.  Best' (vice- 
president),  Mrs.  Lemuel  Boyette  (corresponding  secretary),  Miss  Clara  Best 
(treasurer),  Miss  Fannie  Best  (secretary),  Mrs.  R.  E.  Cox  (agent  for  Mission- 
ary Voice),  and  Mesdames  M.  E.  Best,  Rosa  Gardner,  and  Miss  Alice  R.  Best. 
Our  membership  has  grown  to  fourteen.  We  have  missed  holding  only  three 
meetings,  and  that  was  due  to  sickness  among  our  members.  The  definite  goal 
in  our  local  work  was  set  at  once  as  assisting  as  much  as  possible  in  the  renova- 
tion of  our  church.  We  purchased  a  new  carpet,  cleaned  and  painted  walls,  bought 
a  good  second-hand  piano,  a  heater,  which,  with  many  other  personal  gifts,  added 
to  our  little  chapel  much  beauty  and  equipment.  We  contributed  a  dollar  each 
for  the  Bennett  Memorial  Fund  and  $5.00  for  the  Lucy  Cuninggim  School 
besides  aiding  in  some  other  causes.  We  raised  money  enough  to  pay  for  two 
chairs  at  the  orphanage,  and  $4.00  to  help  buy  an  oil  stove  for  the  parsonage. 
We  are  hoping  to  do  more  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  Kingdom  of  God. — Fannie 
L.  Best. 

Catherine  Toive,  1925.  The  auxiliary  at  Sarepta  Church,  Weldon  District, 
was  organized  in  1925,  and  though  the  older  members  say  there  was  one  there 
about  fifty  years  ago  which  lived  about  ten  years,  I  have  been  unable  to  find  anv 
record  of  it  at  all.  Our  present  society  is  named  for  the  wife  of  our  pastor,  Rev. 
Wm,  Towe,  and  is  doing  fine  work. — Mrs.  M.  M.  Person. 

1927 .  The  Woman's  Missionary  Council. 
The  Bennett  Memorial  C amfaign  Closed 

One  of  the  most  interesting  and  inspiring  features  of  the  Council 
meeting  of  1927  was  the  announcement  at  the  first  morning  session  of 
the  successful  close  of  the  Bennett  Memorial  campaign.  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Perry,  campaign  manager,  said  "the  campaign  was  unique  in  many 
particulars.  The  cost  of  its  promotion  was  less  than  2*/?%  of  the 
amount  raised.  This  was  made  possible  by  the  volunteer  service  of  the 
women,  from  the  Council  down  to  the  auxiliaries.  There  were  very 
few  large  gifts.  The  bulk  of  it  came  in  gifts  of  $100.00  and  less. 
There  is  no  shrinkage  to  be  taken  into  account,  no  subscriptions  are 
to  be  collected,  every  pledge  has  been  met,  and  the  money  is  in  the 
bank  drawing  interest.  The  campaign  closed  on  time  and  gathered 
interest  and  enthusiasm  as  it  proceeded." 

This  movement  was  begun  in  the  conferences  in  1923,  the  money 
to  be  collected  as  a  "special"  in  the  Christian  Education  Movement 
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of  the  church  during  three  years,  which  time  limit  was  later  extended 
through  the  fourth  year.  There  were  two  objectives  in  view — to  erect 
a  building  and  endow  the*  Department  of  Bible  at  Scarritt  College  as 
a  memorial  to  Miss  Belle  Harris  Bennett.  The  sum  of  $500,000.00 
was  set  as  the  minimum  amount  to  be  raised,  and  the  conferences  were 
asked  to  contribute  an  average  of  $5.00  per  member  towards  it.  When 
the  books  were  closed  at  the  last  minute  of  the  last  day  of  the  fourth 
year,  December  31st,  1926,  it  was  found  that  18  conferences  had  made 
the  per  capita  average,  among  them  being  both  North  Carolina  con- 
ferences, and  $639,584.55  had  been  contributed,  $388,355.99  of  it 
having  been  raised  during  the  last  year.  The  total  for  the  Bennett 
Memorial  had  increased  to  the  sum  of  $653,210.77  by  the  close  of 
1928.  "Wonderful  as  were  the  financial  results,  the  spiritual  gain  has 
been  even  greater.  From  nearly  every  conference  comes  a  statement  of 
growth  in  membership,  a  larger  vision,  and  a  determination  to  go  for- 
ward in  all  phases  of  the  work." 

Status  of  W omen 
The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  message  of  the  president,  ■ 
Mrs.  F.  F.  Stephens: 

"More  organizations  than  ours  are  pondering  the  place  of  woman  in  the 
progress  and  economy  of  the  church.  When  thinking  women  everywhere  see 
church  governing  bodies  (not  only  in  our  own  denomination,  but  in  others) 
making  sweeping  changes  in  the  plans  and  management  of  women's  organiza- 
tions, sometimes  after  little  or  no  consultation  with  the  women  themselves,  they 
wonder.  Usually  they  fall  quietly  in  with  the  new  plans,  mindful  only  of  the 
work  and  never  of  themselves.  But  they  wonder,  nevertheless.  The  Federal 
Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in  America  has  appointed  a  commission  to  study 
the  status  of  woman  in  the  Church.  This  commission  is  in  the  Department  of 
Research  and  Education,  has  its  own  office  and  working  force,  and  is  now  in 
its  second  year  of  study.  The  International  Missionary  Council  has  had  a  similar 
committee  studying  the  status  of  woman  in  the  churches  on  the  mission  field. 
Its  preliminary  report  is  now  available.  Falling  into  line  with  this  modern  trend, 
the  Woman's  Missionary  Council  has  appointed  a  group  of  seven-  women  to  study 
the  status  of  woman  in  our  own  denomination  at  home  and  abroad  in  order  to 
discover  and  define  her  place  of  largest  usefulness  in  the  work  of  the  kingdom. 
The  appointed  group  has  begun  its  survey  of  existing  conditions  on  a  broad 
basis.  Successive  General  Conferences  have  granted  to  the  women  the  privilege 
of  holding  such  positions  as  steward,  member  of  quarterly,  district,  annual,  and 
General  Conferences,  etc.  It  is  well  known  that  women  are  performing  the  duties 
of  such  positions.  The  commission  is  trying  to  ascertain  the  extent  to  which  they 
are  now  filling  such  elective  and  appointive  places  as  are  open  to  them.  The 
cordial  and  unceasing  co-operation  of  every  member  of  the  Council  is  urged  so 
that  the  study  of  the  commission  may  be  really  comprehensive  and  satisfactory." 

On  the  23rd  of  June,  1926,  there  was  held  a  special  called  meet- 
ing of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Council,  when  a  resolution  was 
adopted  which  asked  for  the  appointment  of  a  quadrennial  commission 
of  seven  women  "to  study  the  status  of  women  in  the  work  of  our 
own  church  at  home  and  abroad,  in  order  to  discover  and  define  their 
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place  of  largest  usefulness  in  the  work  of  the  kingdom."  Mrs.  Harvey 
Boney  was  one  of  the  seven  members  appointed  on  that  commission. 
Two  meetings  had  been  held,  at  which  many  questions  were  raised  and 
discussed,  certain  literature  examined  with  reference  to  its  use  by  the 
commission,  and  plans  made  for  the  beginning  of  the  study. 

Adjustments  to  New  Constitution  Made 
This  meeting  was  called  especially  to  make  the  necessary  adjust- 
ments to  the  new  constitution  of  the  Board  of  Missions  provided  by  the 
General  Conference.  When  the  Board  met  on  the  15th  of  June,  1926, 
the  secretaries  and  their  assistants  were  elected.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  the  number  was  greatly  reduced  by  the  General  Conference,  which 
had  elected  Dr.  W.  G.  Cram,  General  Secretary.  Those  for  the  Wo- 
man's section  were:  administrative  secretary  for  Foreign  Work,  Miss 
Esther  Case;  for  Home  Work,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Downs;  for  Education 
and  Promotion  Work  Department,  Mrs.  B.  W.  Lipscomb,  with  as- 
sistants in  that  department,  Miss  Mabel  Howell,  Miss  Estelle  Haskin, 
and  Mrs.  H.  R.  Steele;  treasurer,  Mrs.  Ina  Davis  Fulton.  Miss  Mabel 
Howell,  previous  to  her  official  connection  with  the  Board,  had  been 
a  member  of  the  faculty  of  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School,  and 
now  Scarritt  College  desired  her  as  a  member  of  its  faculty,  so  she 
resigned  her  position  in  the  Education  and  Promotion  Department  of 
the  Board  of  Missions  and  accepted  the  Chair  of  Foreign  Missions  at 
Scarritt  College. 

Dr.  Cram  stated  that  if  the  superintendents  of  the  Council  came 
into  the  work  related  to  the  Promotion  Department,  they  must  come 
as  assistant  secretaries  of  that  department  of  the  Board.  A  resolution 
was  then  passed  which  requested  the  Board  of  Missions  "to  elect  the 
superintendents  of  Young  People's  and  Children's  Work  of  the  Wo- 
man's Missionary  Council  assistant  secretaries  under  the  organization 
secretary  of  the  Department  of  Education  and  Promotion."  The  Coun- 
cil of  1926  had  voted  "that  the  Departments  of  Young  People's  and 
Children's  Work  be  merged  into  a  Department  of  Young  People's 
Work;  that  a  full-time  superintendent  be  elected  to  direct  the  Depart- 
ment of  Young  People's  Work;  that  the  superintendent  of  the  Young 
People's  Department  nominate  to  the  Council  an  assistant  superintend- 
ent especially  qualified  to  develop  the  Children's  Division  of  this  de- 
partment; and  that  the  necessary  appropriation  be  allowed  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  this  new  Department  of  Young  People's  Work."  When 
the  other  officers  of  Council  were  elected  in  1926,  it  was  voted  to 
postpone  the  election  of  these  superintendents,  to  authorize  a  commit- 
tee of  three  to  search  for  a  suitable  person  to  fill  the  office  of  superin- 
tendent of  Young  People,  and  then  to  take  the  election  by  correspond- 
ence. This  called  meeting  was  held  in  June  after  the  meeting  of 
Council  in  March,  and,  there,  Miss  Julia  Lake  Stevens  was  elected 
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superintendent  of  Young  People's  Work  and  Miss  Althea  Jones  super- 
intendent of  Children's  Work. 

Recommendations  were  made  concerning  the  co-operative  work 
with  the  Epworth  League  in  the  Junior  societies  and  their  periodical 
along  the  lines  recommended  by  the  General  Conference's  Commis- 
sion on  Reorganization  of  Boards  which  included  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  of  three  from  the  Council  and  three  from  the  Epworth 
League  Board  to  prepare  and  publish  joint  programs  to  provide  for 
the  education  and  activities  of  both  organizations,  suitable  for  both  the 
Junior  League  and  the  Junior  Missionary  Society,  the  whole  plan  to 
be  presented  to  the  Council  at  its  next  session. 

Changes  In  By-Laws 

The  Council's  by-laws  were  amended  by  the  Executive  Committee 
to  bring  them  into  harmony  ,  with  the  new  constitution  of  the  Board 
of  Missions.  They  were  renumbered,  some  were  reworded,  and  their 
positions  changed.  A  new  by  law  for  the  Social  Service  superintendent 
became  by-law  7,  those  for  president,  vice-president,  recording  sec- 
retary, treasurer,  Young  People's  superintendent,  and  Children's  sup- 
erintendent preceding  it  unchanged,  and  following  it,  also  unchanged, 
the  members  at  large  by-law.  The  general  duties  of  the  new  secretaries 
in  charge  of  Organization,  Literature,  and  Candidate  Work,  were 
given  in  by-law  9,  which  was  followed  by  by-law  10  in  three  sections 
defining  particularly  the  individual  duties  of  each  of  those  secretaries, 
taking  the  place  of  by-law  4  in  five  sections  in  the  old  by-laws  con- 
cerning the  Home  Cultivation  and  Candidate  secretaries.  To  the  Or- 
ganization secretary  (Mrs.  B.  W.  Lipscomb)  was  committed  the  pro- 
motion of  organization  through  Council  and  conference  societies, 
supplies,  mission  and  Bible  study,  the  development  of  spiritual  resources 
including  intercession,  family  worship,  and  stewardship  through  the 
societies,  and  planning  for  conference  and  special  meetings.  The  Can- 
didate secretary  (Mrs.  Hume  R.  Steele)  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
enlistment  and  cultivation  of  candidates  for  missionary  work  at  home 
and  abroad,  visiting  schools  and  colleges,  and  entrusted  with  the  re- 
sponsibility for  dealing  with  our  students  not  only  in  the  field  of 
missions,  but  in  the  whole  realm  of  religious  education  and  life  service. 
The  Literature  secretary  (Miss  Estelle  Haskin)  was  given  supervision 
over  the  creation  and  publication  of  leaflet  and  other  literature  neces- 
sary for  the  missionary  education  of  women,  young  people,  and  chil- 
dren, the  direction  of  the  publicity  work  of  the  Council,  the  mainten- 
ance of  a  depository  of  missionary  literature  for  sale  and  distribution, 
and  superintendence  of  the  distribution  of  literature  and  supplies  nec- 
essary for  the  work  of  the  conferences.  Each  of  the  three  was  required 
to  co-operate  with  the  Boards  of  the  church  and  with  other  Christian 
agencies:  1st,  in  meetings  held  in  the  interests  of  missionary  education 
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and  organization;  2nd,  in  the  conduct  of  meetings  in  the  interest  of 
life  service;  and  3rd,  in  meetings  held  in  the  interest  of  the  creation 
and  distribution  of  literature  and  in  publicity. 

By-law  1 1  gave  the  composition  of  the  Council's  Executive  Com- 
mittee— the  Council  officers,  woman  editor  of  the  Missionary  Voice, 
the  ten  members  at  large,  and  three  members  of  the  Board  of  Mis- 
sions, provided  they  were  acting  as  president  or  corresponding  secretary 
of  their  respective  conference  societies  who  should  be  elected  by  the 
Council  by  ballot — with  directions  concerning  the  number  (a  majority) 
to  constitute  a  quorum,  the  notification  of  the  secretaries  of  the  Board 
for  Woman's  Work  in  both  Foreign  and  Home  Departments  of  its 
meetings,  and  the  holding  of  a  mid-year  meeting  for  definite  purposes. 

Old  by-law  1 1,  concerning  the  filling  of  vacancies  during  the  year, 
became  by-law  12  in  the  new  arrangement.  By-law  13,  concerning 
Appropriations  and  Expenses,  with  a  slight  change  in  wording  in  its 
first  section  kept  its  same  position.  By-law  14,  concerning  Extra  Ses- 
sions, remained  the  same,  but  old  by-law  9,  authorizing  the  creation  of 
new  bureaus  as  needed,  became  by-law  1  5  in  the  new  arrangement. 

By-law  16  provided  for  the  necessary  Standing  Committees  to 
serve  during  the  quadrennium,  the  number  of  regular  meetings,  and 
needed  expenses  for  each:  The  Committee  on  Candidates  was  amended; 
it  was  to  consist  "of  seven  members,  to  make  recommendation  to  the 
Board  of  Missions  regarding  the  educational  and  other  qualifications  of 
the  women  chosen  for  missionary  service,  to  present  to  the  Council 
the  lists  of  the  accepted  candidates  and  to  provide  for  the  consecration 
of  the  women  who  have  been  accepted  for  service  by  the  Board  of 
Missions,  and  to  arrange  for  the  ceremony  at  Council  in  honor  of 
emeritus  missionaries."  The  Committee  on  Deaconess  and  City  Mission 
Work  was  also  amended:  Its  membership  was  reduced  from  11  to  9, 
one  of  whom  should  be  the  Home  secretary,  Board  of  Missions,  five  of 
whom  should  be  members  of  the  Committee  on  Deaconess  Work  of 
the  Woman's  section,  Home  Department,  Board  of  Missions,  and 
three  members  of  the  Council,  its  duty  being  to  promote  the  deaconess 
movement  and  make  recommendation  to  the  Board  for  the  employ- 
ment and  support  of  deaconesses  and  home  missionaries.  The  Commit- 
tee on  Retirement  and  Relief  was  omitted,  and  a  new  Committee  on 
Social  Service  was  added,  to  consist  of  7  members  to  outline  the  social 
service  activities  of  the  Council  and  to  formulate  plans  for  their  prose- 
cution. The  duties  of  the  Committees  on  Constitution  and  By-Laws, 
Literature,  Estimates,  Laws,  and  Lectureships  were  practically  un- 
changed. The  personnel  of  the  Committee  on  Scarritt  College  was 
amended  to  include  only  "the  elected  members  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees who  are  also  members  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council,"  with 
the  same  duty  of  considering  and  reporting  upon  all  matters  relating 
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to  Scarritt  College  requiring  action  by  the  Council.  In  the  by-law  on 
Session  Committees  it  was  added  that  they  were  to  "receive  recom- 
mendations from  the  secretaries  and  superintendents  of  the  Council," 
as  well  as  "from  the  women  secretaries  of  the  Board  of  Missions." 
Our  Council  headers 

Under  this  new  constitution  given  by  General  Conference  to  the 
Board  and  Council  and  the  amendments  to  the  Council's  by-laws  made 
to  harmonize  them  with  the  constitution  by  the  Council's  Executive 
Committee  in  1926,  our  Council  leaders  have  been  carrying  on  its 
work  in  the  same  competent,  helpful  way  during  this  quadrennium. 
Since  1910  many  changes  have  been  made  in  Council,  conference, 
and  auxiliary  constitutions  and  by-laws,  but  we  are  very  grateful  that 
these  changes  have  not  been  paralleled  by  changes  in  the  Council's 
efficient  woman  force  in  Nashville  and  elsewhere,  women,  who, 
through  their  connection  with  us  in  the  work,  in  the  strength  of  their 
own  individualities  have  personally  endeared  themselves  to  us  of  today. 
We  have  lost  only  a  few  in  these  nineteen  years,  by  death  or  resigna- 
tion. Several  have,  at  different  times,  occupied  various  offices. 

In  1928,  from  1910  in  some  capacity,  there  were  still  with  us. 
Mrs.  R.  W.  MacDonell  as  honorary  life  member,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Perry 
as  vice-president,  Mrs.  F.  S.  Parker  as  recording  secretary,  Miss  Daisy 
Davies  as  member  at  large,  always  ready  to  take  on  the  hard  special 
job,  Mrs.  Luke  Johnson,  member  at  large,  Mrs.  Hume  R.  Steele,  Can- 
didate secretary,  Miss  Mabel  Howell,  Foreign  Administrative  secre- 
tary, Miss  Estelle  Haskin,  Literature  secretary  and  editor,  and  Mrs. 
E.  B.  Chappell,  editor.  Mrs.  F.  F.  Stephens  and  Mrs.  B.  W.  Lip- 
scomb came  into  official  connection  with  the  Council  in  1913;  Miss 
Howell  as  Social  Service  superintendent  in  1917;  in  1918  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Downs  as  Administrative  secretary  for  Home  Work  with  Mrs.  R.  W. 
MacDonell,  Miss  Esther  Case  as  Administrative  secretary  for  Foreign 
Work  with  Miss  Mabel  Howell,  Miss  Althea  Jones  as  Children's  sup- 
erintendent, and  that  same  year  Miss  Haskin  became  Literature  secre- 
tary, having  been  editor  of  Young  Christian  Worker  since  1915  in 
August;  in  1919  Mrs.  J.  H.  McCoy,  who  as  Miss  Mary  N.  Moore 
had  been  one  of  the  managers  since  1910,  succeeded  Mrs.  R.  W.  Mac- 
Donell upon  her  resignation  as  Administrative  secretary  for  Home 
Work,  which  office  she  also  resigned  in  1925;  in  1920  Mrs.  W.  A. 
Newell  became  Social  Service  superintendent;  in  1922  Mrs.  P.  L. 
Cobb  became  Young  People's  superintendent,  and  resigning  in -1926 
was  followed  by  Miss  Julia  Lake  Stevens;  in  1922,  upon  the  death  of 
Miss  Bennett,  who  had  been  president  since  1910,  Mrs.  F.  F.  Stephens, 
as  vice-president,  served  the  unexpired  term,  and  was  elected  to  the 
presidency  at  the  next  Council  meeting,  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Perry  suc- 
ceeded her  as  vice-president;  in  1925  upon  the  resignation  of  Mrs. 
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F.  H.  E.  Ross  who  had  served  since  1910,  Mrs.  Ina  Davis  Fulton  was 
elected  treasurer;  and  in  1926  Miss  Howell  returned  to  Scarritt  as  a 
member  of  its  faculty.  The  names  of  these  splendid  women  had  be- 
come well  known  to  this  conference  during  the  years  of  their  incum- 
bency, but  since  1926,  to  those  who  attended  the  Council  meeting  in 
Raleigh,  they,  themselves,  as  much  more  than  merely  names,  becoming 
known  in  person,  have  seemed  as  friends.  But  more  than  that,  it  has 
been  our  good  fortune  to  have  some  of  them  as  guests  at  our  annual 
meetings,  in  our  homes,  when  their  winning  personalities  have  endeared 
them  to  the  hearts  of  us  all — Mrs.  Lipscomb,  Mrs.  Steele,  Miss  Davies, 
Miss  Howell,  Miss  Case,  Miss  Haskin,  Miss  Jones,  Mrs.  Newell,  Mrs. 
McCoy,  Mrs.  Cobb,  Miss  Stevens,  Mrs.  Fulton.  They  have  helped  and 
inspired  us  many  times,  and  in  honoring  our  pioneer  leaders  at  the 
beginning  of  our  fifty  years  of  organic  life,  we  would  also  honor  our 
leaders  at  its  close  in  our  year  of  Jubilee,  as  we  hold  them  enshrined 
in  our  hearts. 

The  General  Secretary  Speaks 

In  making  his  first  report  as  General  Secretary,  Dr.  W.  G.  Cram 
explained  his  constitutional  obligation  and  requirement  to  promote  and 
administer  without  partiality  every  phase  of  missions  whether  in  the 
general  work  or  woman's  work;  that  the  woman  secretary  in  each 
department  of  the  Board  was  invested  with  equal  authority,  rights,  and 
privileges  with  the  secretary  of  the  general  work,  and  that  all  the  ad- 
ministrative functions  were  performed  by  the  Board,  its  Executive 
Committee,  and  its  secretaries,  men  and  women,  in  all  of  which  the 
women  were  represented,  having  a  voice  and  a  vote  in  every  measure 
whatever  its  origin.  In  the  provision  that  all  missionaries,  home  or 
foreign,  men  or  women,  must  be  accepted  and  appointed  to  service  by 
the  Board  of  Missions,  the  Board,  and  not  its  committees,  was  made 
responsible  for  all  its  missionary  agents.  The  adjustments  of  the  new 
organization  had  been  made  with  the  minimum  of  lost  motion,  sur- 
prising him  at  the  results  in  efficiency  and  service  so  soon  established. 
"The  women  secretaries  and  the  treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Missions 
who  represent  the  women  of  the  church,  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Societies,  and  the  Woman's  Council  are  the  equal  of  any  group  of 
administrators  I  know  anything  about.  .  .  .  During  the  past  six 
months  of  administrative  contact  with  the  Woman's  Missionary  Work 
of  our  church,  I  have  come  to  the  definite  conviction  that  it  is  the 
finest  piece  of  missionary  organization  on  the  American  continent." 

In  regard  to  him,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Downs,  in  her  report,  said:  "Another 
change  was  the  provision  for  a  General  Secretary,  for  which  none  of 
the  women  felt  an  urgent  need.  The  election  of  Dr.  W.  G.  Cram 
to  the  office  of  General  Secretary  we  believe  was  providential,  he  has 
been  sympathetic,  understanding,  and  co-operative,   manifesting  an 
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equal  interest  in  the  work  of  the  General  Department  and  Woman's 
Work.  I  think  I  am  expressing  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  women 
secretaries  and  the  treasurer  in  this  statement."  And  Mrs.  Lipscomb 
said:  "We  can  bear  united  testimony  of  the  unfailing  and  sincere  in- 
terest of  our  General  Secretary,  Dr.  Cram,  in  every  detail  of  the 
Woman's  Work,  and  to  his  zeal  to  conserve  under  the  new  organiza- 
tion the  privileges  and  prestige  of  the  Woman's  Work." 

Children' }s  Defartment 
An  entirely  new  constitution  was  provided  for  the  children's  work. 
There  were  three  groups,  divided  according  to  age,  composing  the 
Children's  Department  of  the  Adult  Missionary  Society,  auxiliary  to 
the  conference  society  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council,  placed 
under  the  direction  of  the  superintendent  of  the  Children's  Depart- 
ment of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society.  The  Baby  Division  included 
all  children  from  birth  to  six  years;  the  Primary  Division,  all  chil- 
dren from  six  to  nine  years;  and  the  Epworth  Junior  Society,  all  chil- 
dren from  nine  to  twelve  years  of  age,  inclusive.  The  constitution  of 
the  Epworth  Junior  Society  provided  that  it  should  be  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  pastor  and  the  Woman's  Missionary  Auxiliary  (which  is 
under  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council),  and  auxiliary  to  the  Ep- 
worth League  Board,  the  Senior  Epworth  League,  through  its  Council, 
nominating  the  Junior  superintendent  to  the  pastor  for  confirmation, 
and  a  nominee  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Auxiliary  becoming  the 
associate  superintendent.  The  pastor,  superintendent,  and  associate 
superintendent  were  advisory  members  of  this  society.  Its  president, 
vice-president,  secretary,  and  treasurer  were  to  be  nominated  by  a 
nominating  committee  appointed  by  the  superintendents,  and  elected 
by  ballot  at  the  business  meeting  in  October.  Four  departments  were 
provided  for — Worship,  Service,  Recreation  and  Study,  and  Missions — 
each  with  its  chairman  and  committee,  the  chairmen  and  agent  of 
Periodicals  being  appointed  by  the  superintendent  and  associate  super- 
intendent. The  missionary  department  was  made  responsible  for  a 
missionary  program  carried  out  once  a  month,  for  conducting  mission 
study  classes  at  a  specified  time,  for  securing  pledges  and  collecting 
money  for  missions  to  be  directed  by  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council, 
all  of  which  was  under  the  associate  superintendent,  the  course  of 
study  and  the  objects  of  missionary  giving  being  subject  to  the  approv- 
al of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Council.  Its  officers,  the  pastor,  superin- 
tendent, associate  superintendent,  and  any  assistant  superintendents  con- 
stituted the  Council  of  the  society  and  should  hold  monthly  meetings 
for  consultations  on  its  interests  and  to  plan  for  business  meetings  and 
the  general  work.  The  superintendent  and  associate  superintendent  were 
made  responsible  for  the  program  of  work  and  for  co-operation  for 
the  larger  interests  of  the  society.  The  assistant  superintendent,  who 
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was  to  have  charge  of  a  group  when  the  society  was  large  enough  to 
be  divided  into  groups,  was  expected  to  assist  in  planning  the  society 
activities  and  have  oversight  of  the  work  of  the  different  departments, 
and  also  to  have  charge  of  the  study  classes  in  the  Bible  and  Church 
Study  Course.  The  Mission  Study  Course  was  under  the  direction  of 
the  associate  superintendent. 

Auxiliary  Amendments 
Old  by-law  7  for  the  adult  auxiliary,  which  briefly  defined  the 
duties  of  the  children's  superintendent,  was  stricken  out  and  a  new 
one  in  two  sections  substituted: 

"(a)  The  superintendent  of  the  Children's  Department  shall  develop  and 
direct  the  work  of  the  children.  She  shall  nominate  to  the  adult  auxiliary  two 
women,  who,  with  herself,  shall  form  the  Children's  Committee,  one  member 
of  which  shall  supervise  the  work  of  each  of  the  divisions — namely,  Baby,  Pri- 
mary, and  Epworth  Junior.  The  superintendent  of  Children's  Department  shall 
be  chairman  of  this  Standing-  Committee. 

"(b)  The  superintendent  of  the  Children's  Department  shall  report  all 
the  activities  of  each  division  in  her  monthly  and  quarterly  reports  to  the  adult 
auxiliary  and  shall  send  a  written  report  quarterly  to  the  conference  superintend- 
ent of  Children's  Work.  She  shall  turn  over  all  moneys,  properly  designated, 
from  each  division  to  the  treasurer  of  the  adult  auxiliary.  These  funds  shall  be 
included  in  her  quarterly  report  to  the  conference  treasurer  as  the  offering's  from 
the  Children's  Department." 

The  constitution  of  Young  People's  Auxiliaries  was  amended  by 
striking  out  the  word  "fourteen"  and  substituting  "thirteen"  in  Article 
3,  thereby  making  any  young  person  thirteen  years  old  eligible  to 
membership  in  the  young  people's  missionary  society,  "by  giving  regu- 
larly prayer,  service,  and  a  stated  offering  monthly  or  quarterly." 
Sfecial  Council  Recognition  Certificates 

Through  the  Committee  on  Home  Cultivation  this  Council  estab- 
lished a  certificate  of  special  council  recognition  for  awarding  to  classes 
in  mission  study  which  met  these  requirements:  (a)  From  four  to  six 
class  sessions  taken  within  six  weeks;  (b)  text  from  books  recom- 
mended for  current  year;  (c)  leader  trained  by  experiences  as  a 
teacher,  special  college  work  in  pedagogy,  or  by  courses  taken  in  lead- 
ership schools;  (d)  outside  preparation  by  students  and  participation  in 
class  work. 

The  Room  of  Remembrance  at  Scarritt 
At  the  recommendation  of  the  Bennett  Memorial  Committee,  this 
Council  voted  to  request  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Scarritt  College  to 
set  apart  a  very  special  room  in  the  college  for  a  Room  of  Remem- 
brance forever;  that  the  available  ninety  stones  in  it  be  used  as  a  per- 
manent place  for  inscribing  names,  with  the  birth  and  death,  of  those 
men  and  women  of  our  church,  at  home  and  abroad,  who  are  consid- 
ered worthy  of  such  commemoration  because  of  constructive  and  dis- 
tinguished Christian  service;  that  the  Moor  of  the  room  be  reserved  for 
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metal  tablets  bearing  the  names  of  those  associated  with  the  founding 
of  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School  and  of  Scarritt  College;  that  a 
tablet  bearing  the  name  of  Belle  Harris  Bennett,  with  a  suitable  in- 
scription, be  inserted  as  soon  as  possible;  that  the  memorial  tablet  and 
the  Book  of  Remembrance  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  be 
placed  and  forever  kept  in  this  room;  that  the  border  spaces,  consist- 
ing of  three  long  and  two  short  lengths  around  the  top  of  the  room, 
be  held  for  suitable  inscription  or  inscriptions. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  was  further  requested  to  organize  itself 
into  a  final  and  determining  body  for  the  care  of  the  room  and  the 
selection  of  names  to  be  entered,  to  be  known  as  the  Senate  of  Scarritt 
College  Room  of  Remembrance,  to  be  responsible  for  the  entire  proj- 
ect of  the  Room  of  Remembrance  in  matters  of  securing  and  admin- 
istering funds  for  the  upkeep  and  maintenance  of  the  room,  for  the 
selection  of  names  to  be  entered,  for  the  inscriptions,  and  for  all  for- 
malities and  ceremonies  connected  with  the  unveiling  of  the  stones  and 
the  announcement  of  the  names  to  the  church.  The  senate  was  author- 
ized to  name,  as  a  body  of  electors,  one  member  of  the  Southern 
Methodist  Church  from  every  annual  conference  of  the  whole  church, 
to  whom  should  be  submitted  by  the  senate  the  names  nominated  to  it 
for  quadrennial  entry  in  the  room.  Not  more  than  four  names  could 
be  entered  in  any  quadrennium,  and  none  considered  at  any  time  of 
any  person  who  had  not  been  dead  at  least  ten  years.  Each  elector 
should  submit  his  or  her  votes,  by  correspondence,  to  the  senate,  which 
would  have  the  final  .determination  in  the  selection  of  the  names  from 
the  list  returned  by  the  electors,  but  no  name  should  be  considered 
unless  it  had  been  voted  for  by  at  least  five  electors. 

The  Council's  Executive  Committee  was  empowered  to  act  as 
senate  for  the  selection  of  the  first  ten  names  to  be  entered  during  the 
Jubilee  Year,  to  add  any  other  tablets  on  Founders'  Floor  which  they 
might  think  best  to  enter  during  Jubilee  Year,  the  annual  conferences 
of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  having  the  privilege  of  making 
nominations  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Plans  for  the  Year  of  Jubilee 

The  Jubilee  Steering  Committee  had  been  busy  with  planning  for 
the  Jubilee  celebration  since  its  appointment  in  1925  at  the  Council 
meeting.  The  results  were  presented  to  this  Council  in  several  com- 
mittee reports  which  were  adopted  by  the  body.  The  principles  upon 
which  the  celebration  was  to  be  launched  were  that  it  should  be  con- 
structive, church-wide,  international  and  interracial,  give  prominence 
in  every  possible  way  to  the  pioneer  leaders,  missionaries,  charter  mem- 
bers of  pioneer  auxiliaries,  and  first  conferences  and  auxiliaries,  with 
honor  rolls  of  pioneers  in  every  conference  and  auxiliary,  and  facts 
and  statistics  showing  the  beginning  and  progress  of  the  organization 
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throughout  the  church  and  mission  fields,  for  presentation  in  the  litera- 
ture and  programs.  The  celebration,  so  planned  as  to  fit  into  the  regu- 
lar program  of  the  year,  should  begin  with  a  Jubilee  Council  meeting 
in  1928,  and  continue  throughout  the  year,  in  all  the  church,  by 
Jubilee  Conferences,  district  meetings,  rallies,  group  meetings,  parlor 
meetings,  and  luncheons,  in  cities,  towns,  villages  and  rural  churches, 
with  nationals,  missionaries,  and  officials  of  conference  and  Council 
as  speakers.  Special  programs  were  to  be  prepared  for  students,  young 
people,  and  children.  Two  noteworthy  home  mission  and  social  con- 
ferences should  be  held.  At  the  regular  Week  of  Prayer  in  1928  a 
very  special  season  of  prayer  and  thanksgiving  should  be  held,  when 
the  financial  goal  should  be  reached  in  the  outpouring  of  a  great 
Jubilee  Thank  Offering.  Five  goals  were  set  before  the  constituency, 
each  in  a  definitely  elaborated  form:  A  higher  spiritual  standard,  an 
appreciation  of  our  inheritance,  the  extension  of  the  organization,  the 
re-evaluation  of  our  task,  and  a  great  thank  offering. 

1927  In  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  conference  society,  held  in  1927  in 
Sanford,  was  presided  over  by  the  vice-president,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Gates, 
who  had  also  filled  out  the  unexpired  term  of  the  president,  Mrs. 
C.  M.  Earley,  after  her  resignation  several  months  before. 

Mrs.  Charles  M.  Earley 

"May  Edla  Smith,  youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leroy  L.  Smith, 
of  Gatesville,  N.  C,  was  born  into  the  missionary  work.  Both  her  father  and 
mother  were  deeply  interested  in  all  church  work,  and  led  their  children  into  a 
love  for  it  too.  When  quite  a  child  she  joined  the  'Rose  Buds,'  a  Sunday  school 
missionary  society,  organized  by  'Uncle  Larry,'  a  minister  of  the  Virginia  Con- 
ference, Gatesville,  at  that  time,  being  in  that  conference.  At  college  she  joined 
the  Woman's  Missionary  Society.  She  was  early  put  in  charge  of  the  children's 
work.  She  was  very  successful,  for  all  children  loved  her,  and  her  influence  over 
them  was  of  the  best.  She  served  for  two  years  as  the  president  of  her  local 
auxiliary.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  conference  society  at  Rocky  Mount  in 
1915,  the  recording  secretaries  of  both  the  Foreign  and  Home  Societies  were 
absent,  and  she  was  asked  to  serve  in  that  capacity.  Her  work  was  done  in  such 
fine  spirit  and  with  such  dispatch  that  she  was  made  recording  secretary  of  the 
united  society.  She  was  a  most  efficient  secretary,  and  was  re-elected  to  this  office 
until  1919,  when  she  was  made  vice-president.  When  the  president,  Mrs.  A.  M. 
Gates,  resigned  during  that  year,  she  served  as  acting  president  until  the  annual 
meeting  of  1920,  when  she  was  elected  to  that  office,  serving  until,  in  1927, 
January  3  0th,  she  was  forced  to  resign  to  give  her  attention  to  her  baby  girl. 
Miss  Smith  had  been  married  in  the  summer  of  192  3  to  Mr.  Charles  M.  Earley 
of  Gatesville.  They  reside  with  her  mother  in  the  old  home  there.  It  would  be 
hard  to  find  words  to  describe  her  presidency  of  our  society.  She  is  a  woman  of 
ability,  culture,  and  sweet  Christian  character,  wise  and  tactful  and  loved  by  all. 
Under  her  the  work  went  forward  rapidly.  When  home  duties  made  it  necessary 
for  her  to  resign,  she  did  not  yield  her  love  for  the  work.  She  is  a  faithful  and 
active  member  of  her  local  society,  the  auxiliary  superintendent  of  Children's 
Work,  and  is  ever  ready  to  respond  whenever  possible  when  called  on  for  aid 
by  district  or  conference  officers." — Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson. 
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The  year  1926  was  a  good  one  in  the  conference.  The  financial 
work  was  outstanding,  in  that  the  amount  sent  to  Council  treasurer, 
$75,397.86,  was  much  larger  than  ever  before,  while  $77,753.67  had 
been  the  total  sent  to  the' conference  treasurer.  That  amount  included 
$18,710.32  for  the  Bennett  Memorial,  which  completed  our  $5.00  per 
member  average,  entitling  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society  to 
a  place,  with  seventeen  other  conference  societies,  on  the  memorial 
tablet  in  the  Room  of  Remembrance  at  Scarritt  College.  When  the 
last  gift  to  the  Bennett  Memorial  had  been  received  and  counted  at 
the  close  of  the  year,  it  was  found  that  the  total  did  not  reach  the 
average  of  $5.00  per  member;  but  Miss  Amma  Graham,  secretary 
of  the  Weldon  District,  was  ready  for  the  emergency,  and  by  direct- 
ing, from  her  undirected  pledge,  an  amount  sufficient  to  make  up  the 
deficit,  saved  the  situation,  thereby  receiving  the  joyful  thanks  of  the 
conference.  In  this  amount  to  the  conference  treasurer  was  included 
also,  $10,000.00  for  the  Lucy  Cuninggim  School,  in  Wonsan,  Korea, 
in  raising  which,  each  district  had  taken  part.  Three  large  gifts  had 
been  made  to  this  fund:  $1,000.00  by  Mr.  Ben  Duke  through  Dr. 
N.  H.  D.  Wilson;  $500.00  from  Mrs.  W.  B.  Blades  of  New  Bern, 
and  $500.00  from  Mrs.  Foreman,  Sr.,  of  Elizabeth  City.  The  raising 
of  these  large  special  amounts,  however,  was  at  the  expense  of  the 
regular  pledge,  which  was  not  made,  though  we  sent  to  the  Council 
treasurer  $20,665.00  more  than  we  had  ever  sent  before. 

The  Young  People's  Department,  as  a  Christmas  gift  to  Miss 
Lillie  Duke,  placed  her  name  in  Bennett  Book  of  Remembrance. 
There  were  gifts  to  the  Superannuate  Fund,  Lucy  Cuninggim  School 
and  Brevard  Institute,  and  13  auxiliaries  made  the  honor  roll. 

The  Children  also  contributed  to  the  Bennett  Memorial,  enrolling 
the  names  of  their  superintendent,  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  and  our 
"Bright  Jewel  missionary,"  Miss  Sallie  Lou  McKinnon,  in  the  Book 
of  Remembrance.  The  best  Baby  Division  banner  was  won  by  the 
Kinston  babies;  the  Chinese  banner  for  the  largest  amount  of  money 
by  the  Juniors  of  St.  Paul,  Goldsboro;  and  the  Korean  banner  for 
the  largest  amount  per  member  by  the  Washington  Juniors.  The  Rock- 
ingham, New  Bern,  and  Weldon  Districts  were  the  leaders  in  the 
children's  work.  Honor  roll  badges  were  presented  to  14  auxiliaries. 

In  the  Study  Department  there  was  encouraging  growth  both  in 
numbers  and  in  the  quality  of  work  done.  The  corresponding  secretary 
said  "we  have  gone  forward  in  mission  study,  and  as  our  methods  of 
training  have  been  compared  with  methods  used  in  other  organizations 
it  has  shown  North  Carolina  in  the  most  favorable  light." 

Of  the  Social  Service  work  she  said,  "It  was  a  pleasure  to  hear  the 
Council  superintendent  of  Social  Service  give  North  Carolina  praise 
for  co-operating  with  the  State  Social  Service  workers  in  the  effort  to 
bring  about  a  better  social  order  in  our  citizenship." 
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Through  the  Supply  Department  were  reported  12  donations, 
value  $104.50,  to  Miss  Bessie  Oliver  for  Lucy  Cuninggim  School; 
$100.00  to  Council  institutions;  $43.00  in  5  donations  to  Brevard; 
$345.00  in  clothes  and  money  to  6  preachers;  $25.00  in  money  and 
new  clothes  to  Elizabeth  Bass;  $617.50  altogether. 

There  were  45  adult  auxiliaries  on  the  honor  roll,  Rockingham 
District  leading  with  12,  and  the  Korean  urn  was  presented  to  its  sec- 
retary, Mrs.  B.  C.  Thompson. 

The  Conference  Society  in  the  Book  of  Remembrance 

"When  the  plans  were  laid  by  the  Council  at  their  meeting  in  Mobile,  Ala., 
for  the  raising  of  $500,000.00  for  a  memorial  to  Miss  Belle  H.  Bennett,  who 
had  been  the  peerless  leader  of  the  woman's  work  of  the  Southern  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  for  so  many  years,  each  annual  missionary  conference  through- 
out the  church  was  asked  to  appoint  a  committee  whose  duty  it  would  be  to  help 
the  district  secretaries  to  inspire  and  aid  in  such  a  way  as  might  appeal  to  the 
membership,  so  that  each  one  would  have  a  share  in  a  call  which  needed  only 
to  be  heralded  abroad  to  receive  a  hearty  response.  Each  conference  was  asked  to 
contribute  a  minimum  of  $5.00  per  member. 

"The  memorial  was  to  be  a  building  at  Scarritt  College  for  Christian 
Workers,  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  to  cost  $500,000,  and  $100,000  to  be  used  as  an 
endowment  for  a  department  for  the  study  of  the  Bible. 

"The  campaign  extended  over  a  period  of  three  years.  The  first  two  years 
our  conference  raised  quite  a  sum  of  money,  but  it  was  during  the  last  year 
that  each  of  the  nine  districts  put  their  entire  strength  and  faith  into  the  work, 
so  that  when  the  campaign  came  to  a  close  on  the  night  of  January  26th,  1927, 
with  $633,550.00  in  the  Council  treasury,  about  $  1  33,550.00  more  than  the 
pledge,  and  we  as  a  conference  had  reached  our  goal,  we  felt  deeply  thankful. 

"There  were  two  special  features  used  in  carrying  on  the  campaign  which 
helped  to  create  interest,  and  sought  to  bring  it  close  to  the  hearts  of  our  women. 
One  of  these  was  the  'Bennett  Book  of  Remembrance,'  in  which  would  be  placed, 
by  the  gift  of  $100.00,  the  name  one  delighted  to  honor.  This  book  will  be 
kept  in  the  memorial  building,  and  will  be  kept  open  for  the  enrolling  of  new 
names  as  desired.  That  was  a  most  beautiful  experience  when  auxiliaries  placed 
the  name  of  a  missionary  who  had  served  their  church  or  district  in  lands  across 
the  sea,  or  the  names  of  faithful  district  secretaries,  conference  officers,  and  mem- 
bers of  auxiliaries,  and  those  of  loved  ones  whom  they  wished  to  honor,  in  the 
Book  of  Remembrance. 

"The  other  feature  was  the  'Memorial  Tablet,'  a  permanent  memorial  plate 
upon  which  will  be  inscribed  the  names  of  all  conferences  which  paid  a  sum 
equal  to  $5.00  per  capita,  or  more,  to  the  memorial  fund.  There  were  18  con- 
ferences to  attain  this,  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Society  being  one  of  them. 

"Of  a  truth  the  sharing  in  so  great  and  fine  a  cause  not  only  to  express  our 
love  for  Miss  Bennett,  but  the  making  possible  of  a  school  of  training  where 
our  young  people  will  be  enabled  to  receive  the  finest  equipment  possible  to 
make  them  real  leaders  in  carrying  the  message  of  salvation  around  the  world, 
fills  our  hearts  with  joy  unspeakable,  and  we  thank  Him  who  has  counted  us 
worthy  to  be  numbered  among  those  who  dared  to  look  out  into  the  future  and 
by  the  same  obedience  to  His  will,  which  Miss  Bennett  knew  and  understood  so 
well,  took  hold  by  faith  and  saw  wonders  come  to  pass." — Mrs.  H.  B.  Branch, 
Chairman  Bennett  Memorial  Conference  Committee. 
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North  Carolina  Conference  Society  in  the  Bennett  Room  of 
Remembrance  in  Scarritt  College 
Inscribed  on  Memorial  Tablet 
North  Carolina  Conference  Woman's  Missionary  Society 

Names  of  Persons  Enrolled  in  Bennett  Book  of  Remembrance 

Durham  District 
Mrs.  Ida  E.  Winstead,  Roxboro. 
Miss  Anna  E.  Webb,  Roxboro. 

Mrs.  Myrtle  Shamburger  Taylor,  Oxford,  by  her  parents,  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
F.  M.  Shamburger  of  Roxboro. 

Mrs.  Londa  Shamburger  Johnson,  Weldon,  by  her  parents,  Rev.  and  Mrs. 
F.  M.  Shamburger  of  Roxboro. 

Mrs.  Rosa  Jordan  Harris,  Roxboro. 

Mrs.  Ida  A.  McBroom,  Roxboro. 

Mrs.  Sallie  Bradsher  Taylor,  Caswell  County. 

Mrs.  Eleanor  Cole  Sharpe. 

Miss  Louise  Fearrington  Sharpe. 

Mrs.  Cornelia  WagstafT  Winstead. 

Master  John  Hester  WagstafF  (deceased). 

Elizabeth  City  District 

Mrs.  George  Hawkins,  Hertford,  by  Hertford  Auxiliary. 

Mrs.  P.  G.  Hollowell,  Elizabeth  City. 

Mrs.  Maude  Merrimon  Cuninggim,  by  her  husband,  Rev.  J.  L.  Cuninggim. 
Mrs.  R.  A.  Willis  (deceased),  by  First  Church  Auxiliary,  Elizabeth  City. 
Mrs.  Gertrude  Foreman  Sheep,  Elizabeth  City,  by  Mrs.  Clay  Foreman. 

Fayetteville  District 
Miss  Margaret  Gibson  Whitehead,  Dunn,  by  Mrs.  J.  W.  Whitehead,  her 
mother. 

Mrs.  E.  J.  Lilly  (deceased),  by  Mrs.  Emma  L.  Hunter  of  Fayetteville, 
her  granddaughter. 

Mrs.  Emma  L.  Hunter,  by  Fayetteville  District. 

New  Bern  District 

Miss  Nora  Marvin  Best  (deceased),  by  Mrs.  M.  J.  Best. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  M.  Hendren,  New  Bern,  by  Elizabeth  M.  Hendren  Auxiliary, 
Centenary  Church. 

Mrs.  William  Borden  (deceased),  by  Mrs.  W.  H.  Cobb,  Goldsboro. 

Mrs.  Mary  Cleves  Daniels  (deceased),  by  Mrs.  F.  A.  Daniels,  Goldsboro. 

Mrs.  Charles  Dewey,  Goldsboro,  by  Miss  Hattie  Dewey. 

Mrs.  Harrktte  M.  Dewey  (deceased),  by  Mrs.  B.  G.  Thompson,  Goldsboro. 
Mrs.  Flora  M.  Kendall,  Goldsboro,  by  St.  Paul  Auxiliary. 
Mrs.  F.  B.  McKinne,  Goldsboro,  by  St.  Paul  Auxiliary. 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Davis,  Goldsboro,  by  St.  Paul  Auxiliary. 
Miss  Hattie  Dewey,  Goldsboro,  St.  Paul  Auxiliary. 

Raleigh  District 
Mrs.  E.  T.  White,  Oxford,  by  her  daughters. 

Mrs.  Edith  Turner  Tomlinson  (deceased),  by  her  daughter,  Miss  Mabel 
Tomlinson. 

Mrs.  T.  R.  Hood,  Smithfield,  by  Sadie  P.  Spiers  Auxiliary. 
Mrs.  Alma  Leach  McCullers,  Clayton. 

Mrs.  Alma  Wynne  Edgerton,  Raleigh,  by  her  son,  Mr.  N.  E.  Edgerton. 
Miss  Mary  Pescud  (deceased,  retired  missionary),  by  Edenton  Street  and 
Mary  Pescud  Auxiliaries,  Raleigh. 
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Miss  Frances  Burkhead  (missionary),  by  Mary  Pescud  Auxiliary,  Raleigh. 
Miss  Lulu  Yarbrough  Davis  (deceased),  by  Miss  Penelope  Davis. 

Rockingham  District 
Mrs.  Frank  T.  Biggs,  Rockingham,  by  her  daughter,  Miss  Georgia  Biggs. 
Miss  Elizabeth  Lamb  (retired  missionary),  Fayetteville,  by  Mrs.  J.  LeGrand 
Everett. 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Parker,  Troy,  by  Troy  Auxiliary. 
Mrs.  Harvey  Boney,  Rose  Hill,  by  Mrs.  J.  LeGrand  Everett. 
Miss  Euline  Smith  (missionary),  by  her  mother,  Mrs.  Hugh  R.  Smith  of 
Hamlet. 

Mrs.  B.  C.  Thompson,  Mount  Gilead,  by  Mrs.  J.  LeGrand  Everett. 

Mrs.  J.  LeGrand  Everett,  Rockingham,  by  the  Rockingham  District. 
Washington  District 

Mrs.  Ada  Cherry,  Greenville,  by  Jarvis  Memorial  Church  Auxiliary. 

Mrs.  A.  W.  Arrington,  Rocky  Mount,  by  First  Church  Auxiliary. 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Home,  Rocky  Mount,  by  First  Church  Auxiliary. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Bass  (missionary-nurse  candidate),  Black  Creek,  by  Elizabeth 
Lamb  Auxiliary,  Wilson. 

Mrs.  Samuel  J.  Smitherman  (deceased),  by  her  daughter,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Royall, 
then  of  Washington. 

Mrs.  Anne  Walters  Spencer  (deceased),  by  the  First  Church  Auxiliary, 
Washington. 

Mrs.  Susan  E.  Harding  (deceased),  by  her  children. 

Wei  don  District 

Mrs.  Lucy  Cole  Burwell,  by  her  daughter,  Mrs.  W.  Norwood  Boyd. 

Mrs.  Mary  F.  Gillam,  by  Windsor  Auxiliary. 

Mrs.  Helen  Thorne  Harrison,  by  Littleton  Auxiliary. 

Miss  Laura  Williams  Powers,  Weldon,  by  Weldon  Auxiliary. 

Mrs.  W.  Lew  Draper,  by  Warrenton  Auxiliary. 

Miss  Mildred  Brooks  Bomar  (missionary),  by  Weldon  Auxiliary. 

Miss  Amma  David  Graham,  Warrenton,  by  Northampton  County  Federation. 

Mrs.  Kate  P.  Black  (deceased),  by  Weldon  District. 

Mrs.  May  Edla  Smith  Earley,  Gatesville,  by  Weldon  District. 

Mrs.  J.  LeGrand  Everett,  Rockingham,  by  Weldon  District. 

Mrs.  Ida  T.  Wilkins,  Weldon,  by  Weldon  District. 

Wilmington  District 
Miss  Ida  Hankins  (missionary),  by  Grace  Church  Auxiliary,  Wilmington. 
Mrs.  Addie  McKinne  Hart  (deceased),  by  her  husband,  Captain  E.  L.  Hart. 
Mrs.  E.  R.  Clarke,  Wilmington,  by  Wilmington  District. 

By  Special  Conference  Gifts 
Miss  Lillie  Duke,  Durham,  by  Young  People's  Conference  Society. 
Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  New  Bern,  by  Conference  Junior  Society. 
Miss  Sallie  Lou  McKinnon  (missionary),  by  Conference  Junior  Society. 

A uxiliaries  Enrolled 

Durham  District:  Oak  Grove ;  Calvary ;  Concord ;  Leasburg;  Locust  Hill; 
Leas  Chapel  j  West  Durham ;  Memorial,  Durham ;  Roxboro;  Gregson,  Durham; 
Yanceyville;  Front  Street,  Burlington;  Trinity,  Durham. 

Elizabeth  City  District:  Hertford ;  First  Church,  Elizabeth  City;  Minnie 
Wilson,  Hertford;  Gatesville;  Daisy  Hurley,  Moyock;  Alice  Spencer;  Sarah 
Crawford;  Stumpy  Point;  Perkins  Chapel;  Delia  Shamburger  Young  People. 

Fayetteville  District:  Hay  Street,  Fayetteville;  Roseboro. 

New  Bern  District:  St.  Paul,  Goldsboro;  Elizabeth  Hendren  and  Jane  K. 
Meadows,  New  Bern;  Morehead  City;  Mount  Olive;  Calypso. 
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Raleigh  District:  Oxford}  Maria  Brown,  Oxford 5  Mary  Pescud  and  Eden- 
ton  Street,  Raleigh;  Smithfield  (Sadie  P.  Spiers);  Henrietta  Thomas,  Clayton; 
Franklin  Young-  Women. 

Rockingham  District:  Aberdeen;  Asbury;  Candor;  Fairmont;  Gibson;  Ham- 
let; Johns;  Laurinburg;  Lumberton;  Mount  Gilead;  Rockingham;  Mary  Steele 
and  Rebecca  LeGrand,  Rockingham;  Troy;  Wadesville;  West  End. 

Washington  District:  Ayden;  Greenville;  Pinetops;  Belle  Bennett,  Rocky 
Mount;  Clarke  Street,  Rocky  Mount;  Woman's,  Wilson. 

Weldon  District:  Weldon  Woman's;  Weldon  Young  Woman's;  Enfield; 
Middleburg;  Shocco;  Ridgeway;  Zion;  Warrenton;  Hebron;  Macon;  Seaboard; 
Jackson;  Conway;  Milwaukee;  Rich  Square;  Windsor;  Williamston;  Lucy  Closs 
Parker,  Henderson;  Henderson  Young  Woman's;  Drewry;  Norlina;  Union, 
Norlina  Circuit;  Littleton;  Halifax;  Severn;  Zion,  Conway  Circuit;  Sharon; 
New  Hope;  Roxobel;  Woodland;  Coleraine;  Winton. 

Wilmington  District:  Hannah  Koonce,  Richlands;  Grace,  Fifth  Avenue,  and 
Trinity,  Wilmington;  Faison;  Kenansville. 

Districts  Enrolled 
Durham,  Elizabeth  City,  New  Bern,  Rockingham,  Weldon. 
The  North  Carolina  Conference  Society,  itself,  should  have  its 
own  Book  of  Remembrance,  and  Miss  Vara  Herring  of  Raleigh  was 
authorized  to  procure  a  book  suitable  for  so  unique  a  purpose,  and  to 
have  names  of  individuals  and  auxiliaries,  with  proper  historical 
sketches,  inscribed  therein. 

A  Gift  of  Appreciation 
As  an  expression  of  gratitude  to  Dr.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson  for  his  help 
in  securing  the  contribution  of  $1,000.00  from  Mr.  B.  N.  Duke  and 
other  funds  for  the  Lucy  Cuninggim  School,  and,  to  some  extent, 
of  appreciation  of  Dr.  Wilson  himself  in  recognition  of  his  great 
value  to  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Woman's  Missionary  Society, 
Mrs.  Junius  Wren  presented  to  Mrs.  Wilson  for  him  from  the  con- 
ference, a  traveling  case.  Dr.  Wilson's  interest  in  the  conference  wo- 
man's work  has  for  years  been  active  and  unfaltering — it  would  be 
impossible  to  express  the  conference's  appreciation  of  and  love  for  him 
in  either  words  or  gifts,  however  eloquent  or  expensive  they  might  be. 

Our  Scarritt  Girls 
The  marrying  bee  got  into  the  bonnet  of  two  of  our  girls,  who 
had  just  finished  their  training,  Myra  Ormond  and  Elizabeth  Bass. 
They  were  both  consecrated  in   1926,  and  were  appointed  to  their 
fields  of  service. 

"Miss  Myra  Ormond  was  the  daughter  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  A.  L.  Ormond. 
Wherever  he  was,  she  was  his  'right  hand  man.'  After  leaving  school,  while  she 
was  teaching  at  Ellerbe,  the  thought  of  volunteering  for  missionary  service  first 
entered  her  mind,  but  it  was  in  the  summer  of  192  3  at  the  Ep worth  League  Con- 
ference in  Morehead  City,  under  the  inspiration  of  Rev.  M.  B.  Stokes,  a  mis- 
sionary of  the  Board's  General  Work,  to  Korea,  that  she  received  and  answered 
her  call  to  do  definite  missionary  service.  She  was  three  years  at  Scarritt.  Her 
first  appointment  was  at  Bethlehem  Center  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  where  she  was 
girls'  worker.  'It  was  all  quite  new  to  me  at  first  and  I  felt  very  helpless,  but 


DISTRICT  SECRETARIES,  1928 


1  Durham  District,  Miss  Lillic  Duke.  2  Fayetteville  District,  Mrs.  Junius 
Wren.  3  Rockingham  District  (retiring),  Mrs.  B.  C.  Thompson.  4  Wilming- 
ton District,  Mrs.  E.  R.  Clarke.  5  New  Bern  District,  Mrs.  Flora  M.  Kendall. 
6  Rockingham  District  (incoming),  Mrs.  L.  T.  Townsend.  7  Weldon  District, 
Miss  Amma  Graham.  8  Raleigh  District,  Miss  Helen  White.  9  Elizabeth  City 
District,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Willis.     10  Washington  District,  Miss  M.  Bessie  Harding. 
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since  I  have  come  to  know  the  negro  girls  of  our  community,  I  am  loving  my 
work.  We  have  Girl  Reserves,  Girl  Scouts,  two  Little  Homemakers'  Clubs,  three 
clubs  in  music  and  art  appreciation,  and  on  Saturday  mornings  a  sewing  school. 
It  has  been  very  interesting  here  and  I'm  most  thankful  that  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  serving  Him  here  in  this  community.  I  find  that  these  negro  boys 
and  girls  are  very  much  like  all  other  boys  and  girls.'  In  the  fall  of  192  7  she 
married  Mr.  B.  F.  Vincent." 

"For  a  long  time  Elizabeth  Bass  had  had  her  heart  set  on  going  to  Africa 
as  a  missionary  nurse,  and  after  she  finished  at  Scarritt,  she  was  sent  by  her  district, 
the  Washington  District,  to  Johns  Hopkins  for  special  training  in  nursing.  In 
February  of  1927  her  engagement  to  Dr.  W.  H.  Moore  of  Kansas  City  was 
announced.  They  were  married  on  the  16th  of  April,  192  7,  from  the  Methodist 
Orphanage  in  Raleigh,  her  home  for  many  years,  and  from  which  she  was 
graduated.  Her  happy  nature,  her  sweetness  and  goodness,  her  most  charming 
personality  won  friends  for  her  wherever  she  went.  Her  wedding  was  a  beautiful 
one,  and  her  presents  were  many,  useful,  and  lovely.  Everybody  did  everything 
for  her  happiness  they  could,  for  she  and  her  young  husband  were  to  sail  in 
August  for  Africa,  where  he  was  to  be  under  the  Board  as  a  missionary  dentist, 
at  Kabinda,  Congo  Beige.  One  of  their  gifts  was  a  Dodge  car,  for  his  work 
required  much  traveling,  as,  in  addition  to  going  to  and  from  the  Southern 
Methodist  stations,  he  did  the  dental  work  for  the  Presbyterian  Mission.  And 
'Bettie'  was  looking  forward  with  joy  to  her  business  of  nursing.  In  July,  192  8, 
Dr.  Moore  was  taken  ill,  and  it  was  thought  best  he  should  come  home,  and  they 
started  on  the  long  journey  which-  he  was  destined  not  to  finish,  for  he  died  on 
the  30th  of  July,  and  was  buried  in  Leopoldville.  Bettie  took  up  the  journey 
again,  alone,  and  came  as  far  as  Brussels,  Belgium,  where,  in  October,  their 
little  girl  baby,  Hamilton  Elizabeth,  was  born.  Since  her  return  to  this  country 
with  her  little  daughter,  in  the  home  of  Dr.  Moore's  parents,  they  have  been 
tenderly  and  lovingly  cared  for." 

Vance  Thompson  of  Hamlet  was  completing  her  first  year  at  Scar- 
ritt, a  year  she  had  greatly  enjoyed.  After  commencement  she  would 
be  ready  for  the  beginning  of  her  medical  training,  which  the  confer- 
ence had  promised  her  as  a  preparation  for  foreign  medical  missionary 
service.  Miss  Lota  Draughn  was  already  at  Johns  Hopkins  in  training 
for  nursing.  Miss  Thelma  Hawkins  had  been  accepted,  to  enter  Scar- 
ritt the  coming  year,  and  Miss  Blanch  Spivey  was  already  there.  Miss 
Josephine  Dameron  ha,d  been  accepted  as  a  contract  teacher  of  music 
for  Ewha,  Korea,  and  Ethel  Suggs  would  soon  be  ready  for  Scarritt. 
The  conference  was  glad  to  have  her  present  as  its  guest. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  L.  C uninggim 

"North  Carolina  and  our  North  Carolina  Southern  Methodist  Church  during 
many  years  have  given  much  of  our  best  to  other  states  and  conferences  in  the 
men  and  women  who  have  gone  out  from  us  to  enter  many  fields  of  service  in 
other  places.  Prominent  among  them  have  been  Dr.  and  Mrs.  J.  L.  Cuninggim, 
now  of  Nashville,  Tenn. 

"In  1790  there  appeared  a  new  circuit  on  the  minutes  of  the  new  Methodist 
Church.  It  was  called  Contentney,  from  a  creek  which  wound  its  way  through 
that  section,  and  embraced  portions  of  Greene,  Pitt,  Craven,  Lenoir,  and  Wayne 
Counties.  Soon  it  became  one  of  the  best  circuits  in  that  part  of  our  state.  Among 
the  first  of  its  meeting  houses  was  the  Rainbow  meeting  house,  about  six  miles 
southeast  of  the  present  town  of  Snow  Hill.  Mr.  Yancey  Ormond,  whose  fore- 
fathers had  lived  in  that  section  since  before  1  735,  said  in  1911,  that  long  before 
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Ormond's  Chagel  was  built  and  before  Contentney  Circuit  was  formed,  there 
was  preaching  at  William  Ormond's  home — for  most  of  the  preaching-  then  was 
done  in  private  homes — and  there  was  an  organized  society  there,  that  it  was 
always  understood  that  the  organization  at  Rainbow  was  older  than  that  at 
Ormond's,  and  that  if  that  were  true  the  log  meeting  house  at  Rainbow  must 
antedate  1  787  when  William  Ormond  was  converted 5  that  there  was  certainly 
a  meeting  house  there  as  early  as  1799  and  Asbury  had  an  appointment  to  preach 
but  was  prevented  from  doing  so  on  account  of  illness ;  and  that  it  was  known 
that  as  early  as  1  807  there  was  regular  preaching  at  Rainbow.  From  this  early 
beginning  has  flowed  a  stream  of  influence  that  has  wonderfully  blessed  the 
state,  extending  even  beyond  its  borders. 

"One  of  these  early  influences  was  Rev.  W.  H.  Cuninggim,  a  local  preacher, 
father  of  our  sainted  Jesse  A.  Cuninggim  and  grandfather  of  Dr.  Jesse  L.  Cun- 
inggim, who  for  nearly  fifty  years  preached  the  gospel  of  peace  and  righteous- 
ness, not  only  from  the  pulpit  but  by  his  godly  consecrated  life.  'Who  can 
estimate  the  force  and  power  of  influence  emanating  from  his  life  and  labors ; 
or  of  that  of  'Uncle  Jesse'  whose  name  for  so  many  years  was  a  household  word 
in  almost  every  Methodist  home  in  North  Carolina,  whose  life  was  a  benediction 
to  the  church,  and  whose  presence  was  an  inspiration  to  higher  attainments  in 
the  Christian  life;  .  .  .  or  of  Rev.  W.  L.  Cuninggim  and  Rev.  Jesse  L. 
Cuninggim  and  hundreds  of  other  consecrated  men  and  women  whose  lives  have 
been  enriched  and  made  fruitful  because  of  the  influences  that  were  projected 
from  the  Rainbow  Church!' 

"The  influences  going  out  from  Rainbow  Church  were  not  only  of  a  re- 
ligious, but  of  an  educational  nature  as  well.  Our  Dr.  Cuninggim's  father,  an- 
other W.  H.  Cuninggim,  and  according  to  Mr.  Ormond,  also  a  local  preacher, 
was  one  of  the  moving  spirits,  who,  between  1840  and  1  859,  erected  a  two 
story  building  at  Institute,  which  was  used  for  both  church  and  school  purposes, 
and,  until  near  the  beginning  of  the  war,  he  and  Rev.  L.  Branson  conducted 
there  a  flourishing  school  known  as  'Lenoir  Institute.'  After  the  war,  in  1869, 
Mr.  Cuninggim  reopened  the  school  as  a  neighborhood  school.  It  was  discontinued 
after  a  few  years,  but  the  church  remained,  a  blessing  to  the  community. 

"With  such  a  background  and  such  a  heritage  it  is  only  natural  that  young 
Jesse  L.  Cuninggim's  life  should  have  developed  along  church  and  school  lines. 
He  had  his  college  training  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  from  which 
he  received  his  A.B.  degree.  After  completing  his  theological  course  at  Vander- 
bilt  University,  he  joined  the  North  Carolina  Conference  and  served  the  church 
at  Plymouth  for  two  and  a  half  years,  then  entered  the  University  of  Chicago 
for  further  study.  The  General  Board  of  Education  of  our  church  called  him 
to  organize  the  correspondence  school  for  our  young  ministers,  and  while  still 
in  charge  of  that,  he  organized  the  Department  of  Ministerial  Supply  and  Train- 
ing of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South.  Returning  to  the  active  itinerancy  in  1915  he 
served  as  presiding  elder  of  the  Durham  District,  and  the  two  years  following 
was  pastor  of  First  Church,  Elizabeth  City.  From  that  pastorate  he  was  called 
to  the  chair  of  Religious  Education  in  the  School  of  Theology  of  Southern 
Methodist  University.  Upon  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Ed  F.  Cook  he  was  elected 
to  the  presidency  of  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School  in  1921,  and  when  that 
school  was  relocated  and  reorganized  under  the  name  of  Scarritt  College  for 
Christian  Workers,  he  was  elected  to  be  its  president.  No  better  choice  could 
have  been  made  in  the  selection  of  an  executive  for  this  important  position,  one 
more  capable  of  bringing  to  full  fruition  the  hope  of  Miss  Bennett  and  her 
associates  for  a  greater  Scarritt.  Thoroughly  in  accord  with  this  hope,  Dr. 
Cuninggim  has  his  own  ideals,  also,  of  what  such  an  institution  should  be,  broad 
and  high  and  comprehensive,  with  the  ability  and  the  personality  to  bring  them 
into  realization  if  any  one  can  do  it. 
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"In  1910  Dr.  Cuninggim  married  Miss  Maude  L.  Merrimon  of  Raleigh, 
a  daughter  of  one  of  the  most  prominent  families  in  our  state.  Her  father, 
Augustus  Summerfield  Merrimon,  son  of  Rev.  Branch  H.  Merrimon  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  Mary  Paxton  Merrimon,  was  born  in  Septem- 
ber, 1  830,  in  Cherryfield,  in  what  is  now  Transylvania  County,  a  descendant, 
also,  of  that  distinguished  hero  of  the  Revolution,  Charles  McDowell  of  Burke 
County.  As  a  boy,  ambitious  and  with  a  great  thirst  for  knowledge,  in  spite  of 
days  filled  with  toil,  he  prepared  himself  for  high  school  in-  Asheville,  and  after 
eight  months  spent  there  as  student  and  six  as  assistant  teacher  in  English,  he 
began  to  study  law.  In  twelve  months  he  was  prepared  for  and  gained  his 
license  to  practice  in  the  county  courts,  and  in  another  twelvemonth  obtained 
his  Superior  Court  license.  From  that  time,  until  his  death  in  November,  1892, 
his  life  was  one  of  constructive  service  in  his  chosen  profession,  loyal  to  his  high 
principles,  faithful  to  every  obligation,  impartial  in  his  rulings,  a  courteous 
Christian  gentleman,  patriot,  and  soldier,  holding  the  offices  of  solicitor,  general 
assemblyman,  Superior  Court  judge,  United  States  senator  for  six  years,  associate 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  North  Carolina  for  another  six  years  and  chief 
justice  from  November,  1  889,  till  his  death  in  Raleigh,  to  which  place  he  had 
moved  from  Asheville  soon  after  his  resignation  in  1866  of  the  office  of  Superior 
Court  judge.  He  loved  his  fellow  men — himself  'a  man  of  the  people,  he  earnest- 
ly desired  their  good,  and  they  understood  him.  Few  men  have  ever  lived  in 
this  state  who  have  so  completely  commanded  their  respect  and  their  entire  confi- 
dence, and  none  have  more  deserved  it.  He  bore  malice  to  none,  and  there  was 
a  singular  lovableness  in  the  simplicity  of  his  character.  Always  in  the  path  of 
duty  and  of  honor,  his  state  heaped  her  honors  upon  him.  No  blemish  in  the 
course  of  a  long  and  splendid  career  ever  attached  to  his  name.'  Such  is  the 
heritage  of  Mrs.  Maude  Merrimon  Cuninggim  to  which  she  is  adding  new 
luster,  for  she,  herself,  is  an  unusually  gifted  woman,  especially  in  the  art  of 
belles-lettres  and  in  the  cultural  life  of  her  church  and  the  social  circle  in  which 
she  moves,  and  a  woman,  also,  of  charming  personality.  In  his  wife  Dr.  Cuning- 
gim has  a  sympathetic,  helpful  co-worker,  for  she  is  an  ardent  lover  of  Scarritt, 
and  a  firm  believer  in  the  potentialities  of  Greater  Scarritt.  Their  work  together 
for  this  school,  the  very  heart  of  the  women  of  Southern  Methodism,  is  prophetic 
of  a  future  for  it,  great  in  usefulness  to  the  church." 

Quadrennial  Committees 
Mrs.  Harvey  Boney,  conference  corresponding  secretary,  was 
appointed  by  Council  to  serve  on  two  of  its  quadrennial  committees, 
both  of  them  important  ones.  The  Committee  on  Laws  is  a  standing 
committee  with  important  duties,  but  the  Committee  on  the  Status  of 
Women  is  a  special  committee  for  this  quadrennium,  though  if  its 
work  should  not  be  completed  at  the  close  it  will  probably  be  con- 
tinued. 

New  Officers 

On  account  of  several  resignations  it  became  necessary  to  fill  the 
offices  thus  left  vacant.  The  conference  accepted  each  with  regret  and 
expressions  of  appreciation  of  the  retiring  officer  and  the  work  she  had 
done.  To  succeed  Mrs.  C.  M.  Earley  as  president,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Gates, 
the  vice-president,  was  elected,  and  Mrs.  H.  J.  Faison  of  Faison  to 
succeed  her.  Mrs.  H.  B.  Branch  of  Raleigh  was  chosen  to  succeed 
Mrs.  C.  D.  Rigsbee  as  superintendent  of  Young  People's  Work,  and 
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Miss  Lily  Duke  to  succeed  Mrs.  Mamie  Merritt  as  secretary  of  the 
Durham  District. 

By-Laws 

The  following  standing  rules  became  by-laws  at  this  1927  annual 
meeting: 

"1.    That  a  Workers'  Council  be  held  during  conference. 

"2.  That  the  Executive  Committee  shall  meet  at  least  three  times  each 
year:  during  the  first  week  in  January,  at  the  conference  meeting  in  April,  and 
during  the  first  week  in  October." 

New  Auxiliaries 

Tabor ,  February,  1926.  The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  was  organized  at 
Tabor  in  February,  1926,  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  W.  E.  Hocutt,  with  the  following 
members:  Mesdames  Emma  Bryant,  J.  G.  Butler,  Lethia  Butler,  Sam  Boswell, 
G.  S.  Cox,  J.  N.  Cox,  N.  K.  Currie,  W.  E.  Hocutt,  Leonard,  Austin  Miller,  Mary 
Todd,  Bettie  Wade,  and  L.  A.  Wheeler.  The  children's  society  was  organized 
on  the  25th  of  April  with  these  members:  Mary  Bridges,  Carrie  and  Martha 
Butler,  Melba  Leonard,  Eloise  Mills,  Ernestine,  Tom,  and  George  Hutchinson, 
Mary,  Katherine,  and  Dorothy  Baldwin,  Dewey  Bell,  Jr.,  Keith  Fowler,  Bernice 
and  Leona  Watts,  Josephine,  Leroy,  and  Carl  Gore,  Carmen  and  Deland  Leonard, 
Kate  Howard  Byrd,  Mabel  Phipps,  Florine  Soles,  Ora  May  Watts,  David  Kelly, 
and  John  Hutchinson. — Mrs.  W.  E.  Hocutt. 

Oak  Grove,  September  20,  1926.  Yesterday,  the  20th  of  September,  1927, 
our  society,  the  Oak  Grove  auxiliary,  entertained  the  "Minnie  Wilson  Society" 
of  Hertford.  They  were  1 6  active  workers  in  the  vineyard  and  it  was  a  real 
inspiration  to  us  to  have  them  give  talks  and  advice  to  us,  their  infant  class. 
We  met  at  the  church  instead  of  in  a  private  home  as  is  our  custom.  I  am  an 
Episcopalian,  but  my  church  being  in  Hertford,  which  makes  it  inconvenient 
for  me  to  enter  into  its  work,  I  have  promised  my  service  to  this  auxiliary, 
though  I  do  hate  to  take  the  initiative  while  wanting  to  assist  in  every  way 
I  can. — Mrs.  Margaret  D.  Towe. 

1928.  The  Woman's  Missionary  Council 
This,  the  Jubilee  Council,  officially  opened  the  celebration  of  the 
Jubilee  Year,  meeting  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  in  March,  in  historic  Mc- 
Kendree  Church  and  the  War  Memorial  Auditorium.  There  were  in 
attendance  from  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Gates, 
Mrs.  Harvey  Boney,  Miss  Vara  Herring,  Miss  Amma  Graham,  Mrs. 
J.  LeGrand  Everett,  Mrs.  Flora  M.  Kendall,  Miss  Sally  N.  Reese, 
Mrs.  B.  C.  Thompson,  Mrs.  Stevens,  Mrs.  John  Raper,  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Davis,  Miss  Hattie  Dewey,  Mrs.  Walter  E.  Sharpe,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Mc- 
Cracken,  Mrs.  S.  F.  Nicks,  Mrs.  R.  P.  Watson,  among  others.  Miss 
Amma  Graham  was  the  guest  of  the  conference  as  an  expression  of 
appreciation  of  her  district  work,  especially  in  inaugurating  the  County 
Federation  groups  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  organization  and  reach- 
ing a  larger  number  of  women  with  messages  of  information  and 
inspiration  from  the  conference  leaders. 

It  was  indeed  a  Jubilee  meeting  from  start  to  finish,  honoring  the 
pioneers  and  rejoicing  in  the  achievements  of  all  the  fifty  golden  years, 
evaluating  the  opportunities  and  privileges  of  the  present,  and  look- 
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ing  forward  in  faith  and  hope  to  the  possibilities  of  the  future.  Pre- 
ceded by  the  retreats  for  prayer  and  preparation  on  the  first  morning, 
every  session  had  its  own  special  spiritual  appeal.  The  binding  together 
of  Christian  women  around  the  world  as  a  great  sisterhood  engaged 
in  a  common  task  was  a  dominant  note  sounded  at  almost  every  session. 
The  thrilling  history  of  the  society  in  all  its  departments  was  an  inspir- 
ing feature  of  every  report,  and  picturesquely  portrayed  in  two  splen- 
did, spectacular  pageants.  The  first,  "Missions  Golden  Years,"  giving 
in  magnificent  pictures  the  story  of  our  woman's  work  in  missions  dur- 
ing the  fifty  years  of  the  Missionary  Society's  life,  written  and  acted 
by  a  class  in  Bible  and  pageantry  dramatization  of  Scarritt  College  and 
by  Ward-Belmont  students  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Pauline  Sher- 
wood Townsend,  made  living  realities  of  characters  and  events  in 
their  proper  settings  with  which  we  had  long  been  familiar  in  an  im- 
personal sort  of  way,  indelibly  impressing  them  upon  the  imagination 
and  the  heart  of  a  vast  audience.  The  second  was  a  demonstration  of 
the  Children's  Work,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  W.  M.  Bateman, 
and  represented  briefly,  beautifully,  and  vividly  the  children  of  the 
world  receiving  from  their  mother  church  the  light  of  missionary  ideals 
and  carrying  them  forward.  Immediately  after  this  followed  the  cere- 
mony of  receiving  the  Japanese  Friendship  Dolls. 

North  Carolina  Conference  a  Pioneer  Society 
At  the  close  of  the  first  pageant,  recognition  was  given  to  pioneers 
by  the  reading  of  the  roll  of  living  pioneer  Board  members,  confer- 
ences, and  workers,  and  the  presentation  of  the  Council  Jubilee  emblem 
to  those  present  as  pioneer  members  and  pioneer  conference  represen- 
tatives. The  North  Carolina  Conference  was  noted  as  a  pioneer  con- 
ference in  every  instance  save  one — it  had  no  missionary  on  any  field 
as  one  of  the  first  five  on  that  field,  though  this  conference  knows  that 
in  Miss  Mary  Pescud  it  had  a  pioneer  volunteer  who  was  prevented 
going  out  by  circumstances  she  could  not  control,  and  that  in  Ellen 
Morphis  Wood  it  had  a  pioneer  missionary  indeed,  nineteen  years  be- 
fore the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  was  organized.  As  a  confer- 
ence, it  was  a  pioneer  in  both  Foreign  and  Home  Mission  organiza- 
tion in  adult  work.  In  children's  work,  its  conference  society  antedates 
any  other,  and  before  1878  it  had  two  flourishing  children's  societies, 
with  several  others  before  a  constitution  was  provided  by  the  Woman's 
Board  for  Juvenile  Societies.  Its  children's  missionary  paper  was  more 
than  a  year  older  than  that  of  the  Board.  In  the  Young  People's  Work, 
it  was  one  of  the  first  conferences  to  report  a  separate  young  people's 
society.  In  systematic  giving  (later  called  tithing)  in  the  early  days, 
it  was  especially  mentioned  in  the  Organization  Secretary's  report  to 
this  Council;  also  in  collecting  money  and  packing  barrels  for  preach- 
ers in  the  parsonage  work  this  conference  was  one  of  the  first  four 
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to  engage.  Through  the  Home  Society  it  was  named  among  the  first 
to  take  up  mission  study  in  which  one  year  it  won  the  prize  offered. 
As  pioneer  workers  in  a  given  line,  Miss  Elizabeth  Davis  of  Areola 
was  a  member  of  the  first  deaconess  class,  and  Miss  Rosa  Lowder, 
R.  N.,  was  the  first  missionary-nurse  to  enter  Korea  under  the  Council. 

Scarritt  College  Dedicated 
In  the  Wightman  Chapel  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  March  14th, 
at  two  o'clock,  the  Belle  Harris  Bennett  Memorial  Buildings  of 
Scarritt  College  for  Christian  Workers  were  dedicated,  beginning  with 
the  processional  hymn,  "Rejoice,  Ye  Pure  in  Heart,"  and  "Lift  Thine 
Eyes,"  from  Elijah,  sung  by  the  Scarritt  choir.  The  prayer  of  dedica- 
tion was  offered  by  Miss  Daisy  Davies,  after  which  three  addresses  on 
the  Bennett  Memorial  were  made:  In  "The  Inspiration,"  Mrs.  R.  W. 
MacDonell  told  of  Miss  Bennett's  call  to  service,  of  her  vision  of 
the  need  of  a  school  to  provide  special  training  for  our  missionaries, 
which  became  a  reality  in  the  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School; 
Mrs.  W.  J.  Piggott,  in  "The  Realization,"  related  how  Greater  Scar- 
ritt had  become  an  institution  through  the  love  gifts  of  conference 
women,  children,  and  Scarritt  students;  Dr.  Cuninggim  said  in  his 
address  on  "The  Interpretation,"  "Bennett  Memorial  is  the  architec- 
tural expression  of  the  Scarritt  Spirit;  the  purpose  of  the  building  is 
fourfold — educational,  religious,  domestic,  and  social."  It  was  a  source 
of  joy  to  the  North  Carolina  Conference  women  present,  to  remem- 
ber that  we  had  had  a  worthy  part  in  bringing  to  realization  so  won- 
derful a  dream,  that  our  love  gifts,  from  little  Eunice  Boney's  treas- 
ured gold  dollars  to  those  larger  gifts  for  enrollment  in  the  Book  of 
Remembrance,  had  collaborated  in  the  creation  of  so  exquisite  "a  poem 
in  stone,"  and  when  one  of  our  own  girls,  a  Scarritt  graduate,  Mrs. 
Myra  Ormond  Vincent,  accompanied  by  the  Scarritt  choir,  so  beauti- 
fully sang  the  lovely  "Scarritt  Ode"  which  had  been  written  for  the 
occasion  by  another  one  of  our  conference  women,  Mrs.  Maude  Mer- 
rimon  Cuninggim,  our  hearts  almost  burst  with  the  flood  of  sacred 
emotions  which  had  been  rising  continuously  higher  and  higher  to  that 
hour.  Mrs.  F.  F.  Stephens  then  presented  the  Bennett  Memorial  Build- 
ings in  which  would  be  housed  a  Greater  Scarritt,  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South.  The  marvelous  gift  was  accepted  by  Bishop 
E.  D.  Mouzon,  vice-president  of  Scarritt's  Board  of  Trustees  and  one 
of  the  church's  bishops,  who  read  the  dedication  service  and  prayer. 
At  the  conclusion  the  choir  sang  the  recessional  hymn,  "The  Son  of 
God  Goes  Forth  to  War,"  and  the  members  of  Council  and  visitors 
were  invited  to  join  in  the  recessional  which  led  them  through  the 
Room  of  Remembrance  in  which  had  been  placed,  to  be  kept  there 
forever,  the  Book  of  Remembrance  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  So- 
ciety, memorial  inscriptions  of  the  names  of  the  pioneers  in  missionary 
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service,  and  the  honor  roll  of  the  conferences  which  had  reached  the 
goal  set  for  them  in  the  Bennett  Memorial  Campaign. 

Names  Inscribed  in  Room  of  Remembrance 
The  Executive  Committee  as  authorized,  selected  the  first  names 
to  be  inscribed  in  the  Room  of  Remembrance  in  the  Jubilee  Year. 
"The  names  of  founders  of  Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School,  Meth- 
odist Training  School,  and  Scarritt  College,  shall  be  placed  on  the 
metal  tablets  in  the  floor  of  the  Room  of  Remembrance.  With  the 
insertion  of  these  names  the  floor  shall  be  regarded  as  finished:  Miss 
Belle  H.  Bennett,  Rev.  Sam  Jones,  Mr.  Nathan  Scarritt,  Mrs.  M.  D. 
Wightman,  Bishop  E.  R.  Hendrix,  Bishop  W.  R.  Lambuth,  Miss 
M.  L.  Gibson,  Dr.  J.  L.  Cuninggim.  The  following  names  are  the 
first  ten  to  be  placed  on  the  walls:  Mrs.  D.  C.  Kelley,  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Lambuth,  Mrs.  Juliana  Hayes,  Mrs.  D.  H.  McGavock,  Miss  Lucinda 
Helm,  Miss  Mary  Helm,  Miss  Laura  Haygood,  Miss  Martha  Watts, 
Miss  May  McKenzie,  Bishop  William  Capers." 

The  Passing  of  Miss  Maria  Layng  Gibson 

"On  the  morning  of  July  12,  1927,  as  her  sister  sat  beside  her  reading 
prayers  from  the  Common  Prayer  Book,  to  which  she  responded  with  a  devout 
and  soulful  amen,  Miss  Maria  Layng  Gibson  ceased  to  make  an  audible  response, 
as  her  spirit  slipped  away  to  join  a  chorus  of  praise  around  the  Father's  throne. 
It  seems  most  fitting  and  beautiful  that  one  whose  life  was  the  breath  of  prayer 
should  pass  into  the  Great  Presence  praying  still.  Prayer  was  the  source  of  her 
very  existence. 

"From  her  spirit-filled  life  blessings  flowed  out  upon  those  whom  she  loved, 
those  for  whom  she  labored,  the  church  to  which  she  owned  allegiance,  and  the 
institution  to  which  she  devoted  many  years  of  faithful  and  efficient  service.  .  . 
Hers  was  a  long  and  useful  life.  Fifty  consecutive  years  of  service  on  the  mis- 
sionary boards  of  her  church,  thirty-seven  years  devoted  to  the  preparation  and 
training  of  other  lives  for  definite  Christian  service  is  a  remarkable  record  in 
length  of  time,  but  more  remarkable  still  was  the  effectiveness  of  that  service. 
Her  loving  personal  interest  in  her  students,  the  hours  she  gave  to  private  con- 
sultation with  them  on  the  varied  problems  of  their  individual  affairs,  her  wise 
counsel,  tenderly  and  sympathetically  given,  and  the  benediction  of  a  prayer 
before  the  parting,  sent  many  a  discouraged  one  away  with  a  new  song  in  her 
heart  and  a  new  interest  in  life. 

"Whenever  a  responsibility  was  assigned  to  her  she  felt  keenly  the  import- 
ance of  it  and  no  detail,  however  small,  was  ever  shirked.  With  painstaking  care 
she  made  preparation  for  every  request  for  service.  In  our  Council  we  learned 
to  depend  on  her  when  there  were  important- and  accurate  documents  to  be  pre- 
pared. In  our  deliberations,  when  doubt  arose  as  to  what  should  be  the  method 
of  procedure,  with  confidence  we  turned  to  Miss  Gibson  to  point  the  way,  and 
she  never  failed  us.  We  miss  her  wise  counsel  and  safe  guidance  in  conference 
and  committee  meetings.  We  miss  the  tokens  of  her  friendship  and  expressions 
of  tenderness  and  sympathy  in  times  of  personal  need  and  in  places  of  official 
responsibility.  Particularly  do  we  miss  her  on  this  the  dedication  day  of  the 
Bennett  Memorial  and  at  our  Jubilee  Council  meeting,  an  event  we  had  looked 
forward  to  as  her  golden  anniversary  of  official  service  for  the  women  of  her 
church." — Extracts  from  a  metnoir  written  by  Mrs.  Nat  Rollins,  Miss  Estelle 
Haskin,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Perry. 
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Maria  Layng  Gibson  Memorial 
This  Council  appointed  a  committee  to  make  recommendation  to 
the  Council  of  1929  upon  some  form  of  suitable  memorial  for  Miss 
Gibson.  Their  recommendation  was  adopted,  that,  as  an  expression  of 
the  high  esteem  in  which  she  was  held  and  with  deep  appreciation  of 
her  long  and  valued  service,  the  Retirement  and  Relief  Fund  be  named 
the  Maria  Layng  Gibson  Foundation,  and  that  the  Week  of  Prayer 
offering  for  1929  be  set  apart  for  this  memorial. 

The  Work  of  the  Year  1927  in  the  Conference  Society 
In  the  adult  work  41  auxiliaries  had  made  the  honor  roll,  the 
Rockingham  District  leading  with  12,  received  the  Korean  urn  again. 
It  was  a  cause  of  deep  regret  that  the  pledge  to  Council  was  not  paid 
in  full,  though  there  was  an  increase  of  $5,000.00  over  1926  exclud- 
ing the  amounts  raised  for  the  Bennett  Memorial  and  the  Lucy  Cun- 
inggim  School.  The  zone  or  county  organizations  increased  in  number 
each  year,  and  a  real  growth  in  interest  and  ability  was  noted  by  the 
corresponding  secretary  in  the  various  special  auxiliary  meetings  she 
attended,  where  she  found  the  women  to  be  forward  looking  and 
willing  to  co-operate  with  every  phase  of  the  work.  At  Scarritt,  Blanche 
O'Brient,  Thelma  Hawkins,  Blanche  Spivey  and  Lillie  V.  Woods 
were  in  training  for  missionary  service.  Favorable  reports  were  heard 
from  Vance  Thompson,  who  was  studying  medicine  at  the  University 
of  North  Carolina,  preparing  to  go  out  as  a  medical  missionary.  Miss 
Josephine  Dameron  had  gone  out  under  the  Council  on  contract  to 
teach  music  in  Ewha  College,  an  institution  of  the  Northern  Meth- 
odist Church  in  Seoul,  Korea,  in  which  the  Council  is  doing  co-opera- 
tive work. 

Miss  Josefhine  Dameron 

"Josephine  Dameron  was  trained  in  church  and  Sunday  school  from  infancy. 
Her  grandfather,  Mr.  John  Buxton  Williams,  was  a  steward  of  Shady  Grove 
Church,  as  was  also  her  father,  Mr.  John  A.  Dameron.  Josie  was  a  member  of 
this  church,  as  were  all  the  children,  till  the  family  moved  to  Warrenton.  They 
were  surrounded  by  Christian  influences  always,  because  there  were  family  altars 
in  the  two  homes  mentioned,  and  in  those  "of  their  uncles  in  the  neighborhood 
where  they  visited.  Josie  was  the  third  sister  to  be  graduated  from  the  Normal 
College  in  Greensboro.  After  teaching  for  several  years,  she  decided  to  study 
vocal  music,  and  did  so,  both  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York.  The  foundation 
for  this  course  was  laid  by  her  father,  who  taught  all  his  children  to  sing  by  note 
at  sight.  She  was  graduated  from  the  School  of  Musical  Art — Frank  Damrosch, 
President — in  New  York,  and  studied  another  year  under  private  teachers.  Com- 
ing then  to  Richmond,  Va.,  she  sang  in  one  of  the  Presbyterian  Churches  and 
had  private  pupils,  but  after  a  year  she  gave  up  her  place  in  the  choir  and 
devoted  her  time  to  teaching  voice.  This  took  her  to  the  Presbyterian  Training 
School  (the  same  as  our  Scarritt)  where  she  had  a  class  and  studied  Bible  under 
Dr.  Turnbull.  Her  association  with  these  Christian  workers  caused  her  to  volun- 
teer, and  in  1926  she  was  called  to  Raleigh  during  our  Council  meeting  for  a 
conference  with  Mrs.  Hume  R.  Steele,  our  Candidate  secretary.  After  a  year  at 
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Scarritt,  she  went  to  Korea  in  August,  192  7,  to  teach  in  Ewha  College,  Seoul. 
Her  work  there  has  been  highly  complimented,  and  she  is  delighted  with  it." — 
Miss  Amma  D.  Graham. 

The  Young  People  had  14  auxiliaries  on  the  honor  roll,  organized 
7  new  auxiliaries,  re-organized  3  old  ones,  and  added  134  new  mem- 
bers. Even  though  gaining  new  auxiliaries  and  new  members  their 
totals  did  not  always  show  up  as  their  superintendent  desired,  for  they 
went  off  to  college  many  of  them,  and  some  of  them  grew  into  adult 
auxiliaries.  They  joined  forces  with  the  Epworth  League  in  their 
assembly  at  Louisburg  in  the  summer,  wherein  Mrs.  Branch  conducted 
two  classes,  the  members  of  which  received  our  conference  certificates 
of  credit  for  study. 

The  first  part  of  the  year  had  been  hard  on  the  children  and  their 
superintendents,  as  well  as  their  conference  superintendent,  in  trying  to 
get  adjusted  to  the  new  constitution  and  by-laws,  but  they  went  ahead, 
trying  faithfully  to  understand  the  new  plan  and  carry  on  their  work 
by  it,  and  13  had  made  the  honor  roll.  The  Chinese  banner  for  the 
largest  amount  of  money  raised  was  won  by  the  Juniors  of  St.  Paul, 
Goldsboro,  and  the  Korean  banner  given  for  the  largest  amount  raised: 
per  member,  was  won  by  the  Juniors  of  Trinity,  Wilmington.  The 
banner  for  the  best  Baby  Division  was  won  again  by  the  babies  of 
Queen  Street,  Kinston.  Study  classes  were  held,  social  service  activi- 
ties engaged  in,  and  the  Week  of  Prayer  observed. 

District  Study  Class  Day 
There  were  two  new  features  in  the  Study  Department.  Through 
the  courtesy  of  Rev.  T.  McM.  Grant,  president  of  the  Epworth 
League  Summer  Assembly,  we  were  given  the  privilege  of  entering 
the  summer  school  of  the  Epworth  League  at  Louisburg  College. 
Mrs.  H.  B.  Branch,  Young  People's  superintendent,  taught  "The 
Missionary  Message  of  the  Bible"  for  us,  and  our  conference  and  the 
Epworth  League  Assembly  exchanged  certificates  of  credit  for  three 
courses  taken  by  both  conference  and  Epworth  League  Young  People. 
In  September,  with  the  assistance  of  several  faithful  auxiliary  super- 
intendents of  study,  the  conference  study  superintendent  was  able  to 
launch  successfully  a  movement  which  was  the  first  of  its  kind,  ac- 
cording to  Mrs.  Lipscomb,  to  be  undertaken  in  any  of  the  conferences. 
This  was  an  all-day  district  study  class,  and  every  district  except  two 
held  the  study  class  day:  Elizabeth  City  District  in  Elizabeth  City,  con- 
ducted by  Mrs.  F.  S.  Love;  Fayette  ville,  in  San  ford,  by  Mrs.  R.  C. 
Rush;  Raleigh,  in  Raleigh,  by  Mrs.  R.  W.  Bailey;  Rockingham,  in 
Rockingham,  by  Mrs.  P.  W.  Edwards  of  Ellerbe;  Washington,  in 
Farmville,  by  Mrs.  J.  W.  Moore  of  Wilson;  Weldon,  in  Wei  don, 
by  Mrs.  H.  C.  Spiers;  Wilmington,  in  Wilmington,  by  Mrs.  F.  C. 
Hale.  "These  women  entered  whole-heartedly  into  the  spirit  of  the 
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plan,  and  with  the  assistance  of  individuals  and  committees  they  can- 
vassed the  districts  for  attendance  and  assignments,  planned  lunches 
and  everything  else  needed  to  make  the  class  day  a  success.  That  which 
pleased  and  touched  me  most  was  the  joyous  enthusiasm  with  which 
each  one  took  up  this  new  and  difficult  task,  carrying  it  through  to 
success.  Mrs.  Lipscomb  wishes  it  to  be  a  part  of  our  yearly  program. " 
The  special  Council  recognition  certificate  was  awarded  to  59  standard 
classes. 

A  Better  Understanding  of  Social  Service 

There  was  marked  growth  in  the  constructive  social  work  of  the 
auxiliaries.  "Through  co-operative  efforts  with  community,  civic,  and 
welfare  organizations,  many  worthwhile  achievements  have  been 
brought  about.  Among  these  have  been  the  establishing  of  tuberculosis 
clinics,  maintaining  rest  rooms  for  tubercular  suspects,  furnishing  milk 
and  lunches  for  undernourished  children,  providing  hospital  treatment 
for  needy  patients,  finding  work  for  the  unemployed,  and  establishing 
supervised  playgrounds.  Less  interracial  was  reported,  though  some 
splendid  things  have  been  done:  a  day  nursery  established,  75  volumes 
given  to  a  library,  assistance  given  in  clean-up  campaigns  and  in  secur- 
ing better  streets,  co-operation  with  Parent-Teacher  Association,  and 
with  Y.  W.  C.  A.'s.  An  outstanding  piece  of  federated  work  is  being 
done  by  the  churches  of  all  denominations  in  Gates  County.  The 
Methodist  churches  of  this  county  have  an  organization  called  Gates 
County  Missionary  Institute,  which  is  the  pioneer  organization  of 
county  missionary  work  in  Southern  Methodism.  Many  years  before 
any  county  or  zone  organization  was  functioning,  this  county  mission- 
ary institute  was  well  established  and  supporting  a  scholarship  in 
Japan  called  the  Malene  Harrell  Grant  Scholarship.  It  was  this  or- 
ganization that  sponsored  this  federation  which  has  developed  into  a 
well  organized  interdenominational  social  service  conference  with  a 
definite  program  calling  for  a  joint  county  home,  a  farm  demonstrator, 
a  county  hospital  and  mothers'  aid.  The  district  key  women  were  very 
helpful  in  presenting  the  work  in  the  district,  county,  and  zone  meet- 
ings. They  clarified  the  work,  and  gave  the  committees  helpful  and 
workable  suggestions." 

The  total  amount  of  the  value  of  donations  through  the  Supply 
Department,  $1,452.86,  was  larger  than  it  had  been  for  several  years. 

The  Publicity  and  Literature  Departments  had  been  efficiently  and 
faithfully  administered  under  the  respective  superintendents,  Mrs. 
M.  T.  Plyler  and  Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott. 

The  Gifts  of  the  Seventh  Sabbath  of  Years  in  the  North  Carolina 
Conference  Society 

The  year  1927  closed  the  seventh  sabbatical  year  of  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  in  the  North  Carolina  Conference.  No  new  depart- 
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mcnts  or  lines  of  work  had  been  undertaken,  but  newer,  better  methods 
of  doing  the  old  work  had  been  adopted  in  some.  Increased  missionary 
information  through  the  splendid  program  literature  sent  out  from 
Literature  Headquarters,  from  study  classes  and  reading  circles  had 
stimulated  interest  in  the  work,  and  the  Council  meeting  in  1926  in 
Raleigh,  even  before  that,  in  Richmond  in  1921,  had  been  sources  of 
great  inspiration,  for  many  of  our  conference  women  had  attended 
both.  Good  roads,  automobiles,  and  long  distance  phones  had  served 
to  bring  the  women,  even  in  remote  rural  sections,  closer  together, 
oftener,  for  helpful  conferences  in  large  or  smaller  groups. 

Our  gifts  in  workers.  The  adult  auxiliaries  had  increased  in  num- 
ber from  220  with  5,859  members,  to  302  writh  8,000  members;  the 
young  people's  societies  had  decreased  in  number  from  71  with  1,331 
members,  to  40  with  748  members;  the  junior  divisions  had  increased 
in  number  from  141  with  4,236  members  to  54  Epworth  Juniors 
with  1,084  members  and  150  Primaries  with  3,372  members;  the 
Baby  Divisions  had  increased  from  76  with  1,139  members  to  80  with 
1,263  members. 

Our  gifts  in  money.  The  total  sent  to  our  conference  treasurer, 
amounting  to  $398,218.39  for  missions  and  $344,590.31  for  local 
work  making  a  grand  total  of  $742,808.70,  included  the  specials  to 
Bible  women,  schools,  scholarships,  $10,000.00  to  the  Lucy  Cuning- 
gim  School,  $35,850.00  to  the  Bennett  Memorial,  the  "love  gift"  of 
$2,115.50  to  the  Board  of  Missions  on  its  deficit,  $16,946.57  from 
the  young  people,  and  $36,873.33  from  the  children. 

Our  gifts  in  lives.  Our  most  precious  gifts  of  all,  however,  were 
the  lives  dedicated  and  laid  upon  His  altar  for  His  use  wherever  they 
were  needed:  Mary  Ella  McCall,  Jennie  Congleton,  Mary  Nichols, 
Olivia  Miller,  Euline  Smith,  Ruth  Merritt,  Elizabeth  Bass,  and  Jose- 
phine Dameron,  with  the  scholarship  girls  still  in  training  at  Scarritt 
and  elsewhere:  Vance  Thompson,  Lota  Draughn,  Thelma  Hawkins, 
Blanche  Spivey,  Ethel  Suggs,  Blanche  O'Brient,  and  Lillie  V.  Woods. 

New  Auxiliaries 

Rougemont,  February,  1927.  Our  missionary  society  was  organized  in  Febru- 
ary, 1927,  by  the  pastor's  wife,  Mrs.  J.  Bascom  Hurley,  with  these  members: 
Mesdames  E.  H.  Williams,  W.  J.  Young,  Nannie  Tilley,  Patie  Bowen,  C.  A. 
Moore,  J.  H.  Anderson,  Edd  Parrish,  J.  Bascom  Hurley,  J.  W.  Parker,  J.  K. 
McCutcheon,  H.  L.  Laws,  P.  D.  Wilson,  and  Misses  Mabel  and  Myrtle  Parker. 
This  is  ?.  newly  created  circuit,  and  our  women  are  having  a  great  deal  of  work 
to  do  in  helping  to  raise  the  money  for  a  parsonage  and  its  furnishing,  but  they 
are  so  devoted  to  the  cause  of  their  Master  they  were  willing  and  ready  to 
undertake  this  work  too. — Mrs.  J.  Bascom  Hurley. 

Mo/lie  Hamilton,  Griffon  Circuit,  July,  1927.  Our  auxiliary  was  organized 
at  Sharon  Church  in  July  192  7,  with  10  members.  New  ones  have  been  added 
at  every  meeting,  16  being  now  enrolled.  On  Sunday  evening,  August  21st,  we 
gave  a  program  in  place  of  the  preaching  service,  and  plan  to  do  this  once  a 
quarter.  I  know  of  no  better  way  in  rural  communities  to  get  the  work  of  the 
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missionary  society  before  the  people.  Every  member  is  thoroughly  interested,  and 
I  am  expecting-  great  things  from  this  society.  The  officers  are:  President,  Mrs. 
Eugene  Hamilton;  vice-president,  Mrs.  R.  T.  Langston;  secretary-treasurer,  Mrs. 
J.  R.  Fields;  Social  Service  superintendent,  Mrs.  L.  Pope. — Mrs.  E.  N.  Harrison. 

Our  Jubilee  Y ear 

The  annual  meeting  held  in  Wilmington  in  Fifth  Avenue  Church, 
in  April,  1928,  will  always  be  known  as  our  Jubilee  Conference,  and 
long  remembered  for  its  many  interesting  features.  The  program  for 
every  session  had  been  carefully  planned  to  emphasize  the  Jubilee 
goals,  in  music,  addresses,  reports,  and  social  contacts.  In  every  ses- 
sion the  spiritual  appeal  was  compelling,  not  alone  in  the  devotionals, 
but  in  some  way  in  the  reports  also,  from  the  president's  message 
through  the  last  committee  report.  As  a  pioneer  conference,  the  goal 
of  appreciation  of  our  heritage  was  naturally  emphasized.  Charter 
members  and  representatives  from  all  the  pioneer  auxiliaries,  in  our 
sister  North  Carolina  Conference  as  well  as  in  our  own,  had  been 
especially  invited  to  be  present  as  guests  of  the  Wilmington  auxiliaries 
and  the  conference.  Each  officer's,  superintendent's,  and  district  secre- 
tary's report  was  prefaced  by  an  interesting  historical  sketch  concern- 
ing her  particular  work. 

The  Conference's  Honor  Guest 

The  only  woman  still  with  us  who  was  present  at  the  organiza- 
tion meeting  in  Charlotte  in  1878,  is  Mrs.  F.  D.  Swindell  of  Wilson, 
and  as  a  pioneer  conference  officer  also,  she  was  the  guest  of  honor  by 
special  invitation,  and  the  center  of  the  historical  celebration  on  Wed- 
nesday of  conference  week.  Her  presence  was  noted  at  the  morning 
session  and  a  standing  greeting  of  welcome  was  extended  her. 

Recognition  Evening 

Wednesday  evening  had  been  set  apart  on  the  program  as  the  time 
for  the  service  of  recognition  of  our  pioneers  in  expressions  of  ap- 
preciation of  them.  The  preparation  of  the  program  had  been  com- 
mitted to  the  conference  historian  and  Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  historical  committee,  and  with  the  co-operation  of  Mrs. 
George  Clendenin,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Jackson,  and  the  choirs  of  Fifth 
Avenue,  Trinity,  and  Grace  Churches,  a  program  of  unusual  interest, 
because  of  its  nature,  was  planned  and  carried  out.  The  evening  began 
with  a  lovely  birthday  dinner  party  in  the  large  Sunday  school  room 
of  Grace  Church,  given  by  Grace  auxiliary,  a  pioneer  society,  in  honor 
of  the  pioneers  living,  to  which  more  than  seventy-five  invitations  had 
been  extended.  The  table  with  its  birthday  cake,  lighted  candles,  Gol- 
den Jubilee  color  scheme  carried  out  in  all  its  appointments,  was  a 
triumph  of  beauty  and  artistic  arrangement.  Music  of  the  "Auld  Lang 
Syne,"  toasts,  talks,  reminiscences,  and  delicious  food,  with  so  many 
happy  guests,  made  of  the  occasion  truly  a  Jubilee  birthday  fete,  to 
be  long  remembered  by  all  who  were  there. 
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Cars  were  waiting  to  carry  every  guest  to  Fifth  Avenue  Church 
for  the  evening  service.  This  program  had  been  arranged  in  seven  epi- 
sodes, to  give  the  history  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  in  our 
conference  as  it  took  up  one  new  work  after  another:  Its  organization 
as  a  foreign  societv  in  1878,  when  tributes  of  love  and  honor  were 
paid  to  the  pioneer  conference  officers  by  Mrs.  C.  H.  Ireland  of 
Greensboro,  Mrs.  M.  T.  Plyler,  Mrs.  George  Whitsett  of  Greensboro, 
Mrs.  E.  M.  Snipes,  and  Miss  Lizzie  Dell  Sutton;  vice-presidents  for 
districts,  with  a  tribute  to  Mrs.  Sue  D.  Swindell  bv  Miss  Elizabeth 
Lamb,  after  which  Mrs.  Gates  presented  to  her,  from  the  conference, 
as  a  token  of  its  appreciation  of  her  long  and  faithful  service,  the 
Conference  Pioneer  Emblem  which  had  been  especially  designed  and 
made  for  her;  and  representatives  of  most  of  the  forty-six  auxiliaries 
organized  by  her  and  her  husband,  brought  masses  of  gorgeous  spring 
flowers  which  they  heaped  around  her  in  a  glowing  mass  of  fragrance 
and  color,  flowers  of  all  kinds,  till  she  could  hardly  be  seen  for  them, 
to  express  remembrance  and  appreciation  of  her  service  to  them;  the 
organization  of  our  children  with  a  loving  personal  tribute  to  Mrs. 
W.  S.  Black,  the  beloved  "Aunt  Mary"  of  the  "Bright  Jewels,"  by 
Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  equally  beloved  by  both  children  and  grown- 
ups of  today;  our  early  Home  Mission  Workers,  with  a  tribute  to  them 
by  Mrs.  T.  W.  Costen;  our  missionaries  and  deaconesses  honored  by 
Mrs.  Junius  Wren;  and  our  pioneer  leaders  in  Young  People's  Work, 
especially  Miss  Lillie  Duke,  honored  by  Mrs.  R.  H.  Willis.  Between 
each  episode  the  conference  historian  gave  the  necessary  historical  data 
to  link  them  together  in  a  connected  story,  and  at  the  end  of  it,  called 
the  roll  of  living  charter  members  of  pioneer  auxiliaries,  our  pioneer 
missionaries  and  other  workers,  whom  Mrs.  Gates  decorated  with  the 
Council's  Jubilee  Emblem  as  a  token  of  our  appreciation  of  their 
faithful  service.  As  a  fitting  close  to  an  inspiring  service,  the  great 
"Hallelujah  Chorus"  from  "The  Messiah,"  was  sung  by  fifty  members 
of  Fifth  Avenue,  Trinity,  and  Grace  Church  choirs,  conducted  by 
Mr.  Robertson  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  with  Mrs.  O'Keefe  at  the 
organ. 

The  Jubilee  Study  Jewel 

"As  a  memorial  forever  of  this  Golden  Jubilee  Year  in  the  Department  of 
Study,  the  Study  superintendent  had  offered  a  Jubilee  Study  Jewel  to  be  awarded 
from  year  to  year  to  the  district  having  the  largest  percentage  of  auxiliaries 
conducting  three  study  classes — a  Home  Mission  and  a  Foreign  Mission  study 
class  using  the  current  Council  recommended  textbooks,  and  a  real  Bible  study 
classx  using  a  recommended  book  or  the  Bible  itself  as  a  textbook.  This  Jewel 
was  won  the  first  time  by  the  Rockingham  District,  with  a  25cic  record,  and 
presented  to  Mrs.  B.  C.  Thompson,  its  secretary. 

"As  it  was  intended  that  this  memorial  should  represent  excellence,  it  must 
be  in  itself  excellent,  a  jewel,  unique  in  design,  perfect  in  workmanship,  artistic 
and  beautiful  to  the  eye.  It  must  be  emblematical,  significant,  and  suggestive, 
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also,  for  it  was  desired  that  it  should  bear  a  message  to  all  of  understanding 
minds  and  hearts. 

"The  Bible  is  rich  in  imagery  and  symbolism,  and  so  I  turned  to  it  for  my 
inspiration,  finding  in  it  all  the  direction  I  needed  to  enable  me  to  give  tangible, 
visible  form  to  the  message  I  wished  the  jewel  to  be.  An  artist  to  mould  it  was 
found  in  Mr.  George  A.  Meell  of  the  Bailey,  Banks,  and  Biddle  Company. 

"The  jewel  is  of  pure  gold,  the  only  medium  adequate  to  give  expression 
to  the  precious  message  it  was  designed  to  convey,  of  God  and  Redemption,  of 
Love  and  Sacrifice,  of  Faith  and  Works,  of  Knowledge  and  Wisdom.  On  the 
face  of  it  is  a  shield,  outlined  by  a  line  of  royal  purple  outside  a  parallel  line 
of  sky-blue  enamel.  A  torch  of  silver  (or  white  gold)  rests  upon  and  within  the 
shield,  reaching  from  the  bottom  to  the  top  of  it.  Surrounding  the  shield  is  a 
wreath  of  pomegranate  leaves  in  green  gold,  with  pomegranates  in  natural  color 
set  at  .intervals  in  it. 

"In  the  pure  gold  of  the  jewel  is  seen  the  emblem  of  Deity  in  manifesta- 
tion, divine  glory,  perfection.  In  the  shield  of  gold  with  its  kingly  purple  and 
heavenly  blue,  we  may  see  a  symbol  of  God,  as  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords, 
the  God  whose  dwelling-place  is  in  heaven,  who  was  and  is  a  father  to  His 
people  and  declared  Himself  repeatedly  to  be  their  shield.  Silver  is  the  symbol 
of  redemption,  and  the  silver  torch  with  its  glowing  flame  symbolizes  Jesus,  the 
Christ,  as  our  Redeemer,  the  God  of  our  salvation,  who,  before  His  advent  and 
afterwards,  was  announced  by  inspiration  as  a  Light  that  should  lighten  the 
Gentiles,  and  who  declared  Himself  to  be  that  Light,  saying:  'I  am  the  Light  of 
the  world.'  Thus  the  torch  and  the  shield  bearing  their  messages  of  enlightening, 
saving,  protecting  love,  as  they  rest  one  within  the  other,  may  repeat  to  us  as 
often  as  we  shall  see  them,  what  Jesus  said  to  His  disciples,  with  the  same  com- 
fort and  confidence  He  meant  to  give  to  them:  'I  am  in  the  Father  and  the 
Father  in  me.  .  .  .  He  that  believeth  on  me,  the  works  that  I  do  shall  he 
do  also;  and  greater  works  than  these  shall  he  do;  because  I  go  unto  my  Father. 

If  ye  shall  ask  anything  in  my  name,  I  will  do  it.'  The  green  of  the 
pomegranate  leaves  is  symbolical  of  life,  activity,  the  living  faith  that  manifests 
itself  in  service;  and  the  pomegranates,  themselves,  are  symbols  of  f ruitf ulness, 
the  results  of  that  activity. 

"Our  symbolism  has  a  double  significance  in  its  application.  In  the  center  of 
all  our  lives,  as  true  Christian  women,  is  God,  our  Lord  and  our  Father;  God, 
our  Redeemer  and  our  Salvation;  God,  our  Light  and  our  Comforter,  in  whose 
Holy  Spirit,  by  faith  through  love's  service,  we  live  and  work  and  bear  much 
fruit;  in  the  center  of  our  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  a  living,  working,  fruit- 
ful Christian  organization,  is  God,  the  Lord  of  all  His  stewards,  God,  the  Father 
of  all  men,  God,  the  Saviour  of  the  whole  world,  God,  the  'Light  of  the  Gentiles; 
to  open  the  blind  eyes,  to  bring  out  the  prisoners  from  the  prison  and  them  that 
sit  in  darkness  from  out  the  prison  house,'  the  Torch  which  the  missionary- 
minded  of  all  ages  have  faithfully  borne  aloft  to  lighten  the  dark  places  in  many 
regions,  and  which  we  missionary  women  of  today  having  received  from  our 
pioneer  missionary  women  of  yesterday,  must  continue  to  hold  aloft  and  tOt 
carry  further  into  the  darkness  till  the  gospel  shall  be  published  among  all 
nations. 

"On  the  back  of  the  jewel  is  the  legend  which  relates  it  to  the  Jubilee  Year 
in  our  Conference  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  as  well  as  to  the  Woman's  Mis- 
sionary Council  and  to  our  department  of  study.  The  wreath,  representing  the 
life,  activity,  and  fruitfulness  of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society,  appears  again, 
beginning  and  ending  in  an  open  book,  which  is  meant  to  suggest  that  our  work 
finds  its  inspiration  in  information — in  knowledge  that  leads  to  wisdom  from 
the  study  of  God's  Word  and  of  other  books  that  record  the  history  of  the 
Leg-inning  and  the  development  of  the  missionary  movement  and  the  need  for 
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the  Redeemer  in  all  lands.  The  following  inscription  in  raised  letters,  locates  the 
iewel  as  to  place,  purpose,  and  occasion:  'Woman's  Missionary  Society,  North 
Carolina  Conference.  For  Mission  and  Bible  Study.  Presented  by  Mrs.  J.  LeGrand 
Everett,  Superintendent  of  Study.  1  878-1928.' 

"The  jewel  is  suspended  from  a  small  gold  chain  so  as  to  be  worn  as  a 
locket,  and  is  kept  by  the  secretary  of  the  district  winning  it,  who  is  expected  to 
wear  it  when  she  attends  the  various  missionary  meetings,  especially  of  her  own 
district,  to  explain  its  meaning  as  she  stresses  the  importance  of  Bible  and  mission 
study  and  urges  the  organization  of  study  classes  in  every  auxiliary.  It  was 
awarded  in  1928  for  the  first  time  to  the  Rockingham  District." — This  interpre- 
tative sketch  is  inserted  in  these  pages  by  special  request.  Mrs.  J.  LeGrand  Everett, 
Conference  Superintendent  of  Study. 

The  Jubilee  Pageant 
A  Jubilee  Pageant,  adapted  from  historical  data  furnished  her  by 
the  conference  historian,  and  directed,  also,  by  Mrs.  H.  B.  Branch,  in 
which  the  Wilmington  children,  young  people  and  some  adults  were 
the  actors,  was  the  most  notable  contribution  to  this  most  notable  con- 
ference session.  The  history  of  our  fifty  years  work  for  missions  was 
acted  before  a  capacity  audience  in  ten  scenes,  each  one  significant,  and 
true  in  its  details  of  representation  to  the  period  and  incidents  it  por- 
trayed, in  stage  settings  that  were  beautiful  and  appropriate.  The 
Jubilee  Emblem,  John  Wesley,  the  trumpet  call  to  Southern  Methodist 
womanhood,  and  the  birthplace  of  the  missionary  spirit  in  the  North 
Carolina  Conference,  served  to  introduce  the  woman's  missionary 
society  as  a  part  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference.  It  has  been  said 
that  in  old  Greensboro  Female  College  the  first  seeds  of  missionary 
activity  germinated  when  Ellen  Morphis  was  there  as  student  and 
teacher.  The  pageant's  fourth  scene  showed  her  in  the  midst  of  a  group 
of  college  girls,  who  were  seated,  girl  fashion,  on  the  bed,  the  floor, 
trunks,  chairs,  busily  sewing  and  chatting  together.  The  dialogue  was 
real  "girl  talk,"  about  the  preparations  for  her  wedding  to  the  young 
missionary,  Marquis  LaFayette  Wood,  the  long  wedding  journey  to 
China  on  the  "Seaman's  Bride,"  and  the  hopes  and  dreams  and  trusts 
of  Ellen  Morphis  as  expressed  in  her  own  diary.  It  was  a  delicious  bit 
of  real  life,  and  its  sweetness  and  naturalness  brought  tears  to  our  eyes 
and  thanksgiving  to  our  hearts,  in  this  glad  year  of  1928  as  we  looked 
upon  a  scene  which  actually  took  place  in  the  good  year  of  1859,  sixty- 
nine  years  ago.  Then  came  the  organization  meeting  in  old  Tryon 
Street  Church,  Charlotte,  and  a  lovely  scene  showing  "Aunt  Mary" 
and  some  of  her  children  as  she  told  them  the  story  of  the  "Bright 
Jewels,"  and  the  young  people  in  a  missionary  meeting  of  today  taking 
in  Jubilee  members  in  a  lovely  candle-lighting  service.  The  Home 
Mission  Conference  Society  work,  1886-1912,  was  pictured  in  two 
scenes  of  one  act,  in  which  the  history  of  the  movement  was  brought 
out  by  a  deaconess,  a  preacher,  and  a  Brevard  girl,  and  a  Home  Mission 
Conference  meeting  in  1912  in  which  the  story  of  the  years  from 
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1892  to  1912  was  told  by  six  different  people.  "Our  Jubilee"  was  the 
closing  scene,  in  which  the  conference  officers,  superintendents  and 
district  secretaries  were  added  to  the  group  on  the  stage,  the  nations 
were  represented  in  costume,  and  the  final  tableau  was  most  impressive. 

Some  Conference  Incidetits 

Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson  read  an  interesting  sketch  written  by  Mrs. 
C.  M.  Earley  relating  the  history  of  the  gavel  we  use,  which  was  made 
from  a  piece  of  wood  taken  from  the  Green  Hill  house  so  sacred  to 
North  Carolina  Methodism. 

Miss  Vara  Herring  presented  to  the  body  the  Conference  Book  of 
Remembrance  which  she  had  been  authorized  to  secure  and  to  have 
enrolled  therein  the  honor  names  of  the  Bennett  Memorial  Campaign. 
It  was  accepted  with  thanks  to  Miss  Herring  for  her  successful  service. 

Senorita  Irany  de  Andrade,  of  Collegio  Bennett,  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
was  the  fraternal  visitor  to  Council  from  Brazil,  and  one  of  our 
own  conference  guests.  It  became  known  that  she  would  be  married 
soon  after  he*r  return  to  her  country,  and  as  an  expression  of  our 
appreciation  and  interest  and  good  will,  our  district  secretaries  pre- 
sented "love  gifts"  to  her  from  their  districts,  after  which  "Blest  Be 
the  Tie  That  Binds"  was  sung!  A  suggestion  to  brides? 

The  following  new  by-law  was  adopted: 

"That  scholarships  be  granted  under  the  following  conditions:  a.  Scholar- 
ships are  granted  as  loans,  to  be  cancelled  without  payment  at  the  end  of  a 
specified  number  of  years  of  service,  b.  With  each  scholarship  of  $  SO 0.00  the 
young  woman  is  to  give  one  year  to  mission  work  or  refund  the  money  without 
interest,  c.  In  case  of  marriage,  provided  she  does  mission  work  with  her  husband, 
she  will  not  be  required  to  make  the  refund,  otherwise  she  is  expected  to  do  so." 

Our  Jubilee  Missionary 

"While  taking  training  in  Rex  Hospital,  in  Raleigh,  to  become  a  nurse, 
Miss  Blanche  O'Brient  of  Durham  made  the  acquaintance  of  a  missionary  who 
had  been  in  China,  and  was  inspired  by  her  to  offer  herself  for  missionary  service. 
After  her  graduation  from  Rex  Hospital  she  entered  Scarritt  for  her  special 
missionary  training.  She  was  there  only  one  year  because  they  needed  a  registered 
nurse  so  badly  in  our  hospital  at  Chihuahua,  Mexico,  and  they  felt  that  she  was 
the  one  to  go.  So  she  was  consecrated  in  June,  192  8,  and  went  out  in  August. 
She  is  very  happy  in  her  work  in  spite  of  earthquakes  and  revolution.  The 
auxiliary  of  Trinity  Church,  Durham,  will  pay  her  salary." — Mrs.  H.  E.  Nycum. 

Resignations 

It  was  with  great  regret  that  the  conference  was  asked  to  accept 
the  resignations  of  two  of  its  most  faithful,  and  in  point  of  service, 
oldest  superintendents,  and  its  recording  secretary,  all  of  whom  were 
held  in  tender  love  and  high  esteem  by  conference  and  church,  Mrs. 
N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  superintendent  of  Children's  Work,  Mrs.  Ida  T. 
Wilkins,  superintendent  of  Supplies,  and  Mrs.  E.  M.  Snipes. 
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Mrs.  N.  H.  D.  Wilson 

"Mary  Elizabeth  Mangum,  daughter  of  Rev.  A.  W.  Mangum,  D.D.,  and 
Laura  Overman  Mangum,  called  'Minnie,'  as  a  child,  by  her  father  and  so 
'Minnie,'  henceforth,  was  born  while  her  father  was  still  in  the  itinerancy,  but 
went,  as  a  small  child  to  Chapel  Hill  when  he  became  professor  there.  Dr. 
Mangum  was  ever  a  pastor  in  heart,  and  the  poor  of  Chapel  Hill  and  the  boys 
of  the  University  were  his  pastorate  until  he  died.  The  child  'Minnie'  was  his 
constant  companion  in  his  visits  among  the  poor,  and  as  she  came  to  womanhood 
she  was  a  power  for  good  among  the  'boys.'  Her  mother  taught  the  'Infant  Class' 
in  the  church  for  many  years,  and  was  deeply  interested  ■  in  the  mission  work  in 
which  Minnie  often  assisted  her.  So  by  both  parents  the  girl  was  fitted  for  the 
work  of  her  life.  She  was  a  member  in  childhood  of  the  little  missionary  society 
organized  by  Mrs.  J.  B.  Martin,  and  as  a  girl  was  a  charter  member  of  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  Chapel  Hill.  After  her  marriage  with  Rev. 
N.  H.  D.  Wilson,  she  entered  ardently  into  the  work  of  his  churches,  especially 
the  missionary  work.  She  organized,  or  reorganized,  several  of  the  societies  which 
now  are  among  the  best  in  the  conference. 

"Through  the  local  work  she  became  interested  in  the  conference  work  and 
was  often  called  on  by  Mrs.  Hendren,  'Aunt  Lizzie,'  for  some  assistance,  and 
more  and  more  as  the  years  went  by,  she  came  to  lean  on  'Minnie.'  And  when 
the  work  became  too  heavy  for  her  failing  strength,  she  suggested  that  Mrs. 
Wilson  be  made  superintendent  of  Children's  Work,  or  first  vice-president  as  the 
office  was  then  called.  At  the  close  of  her  first  year  in  office  the  Foreign  and 
Home  Missionary  Conferences  were  united  and  Mrs.  Wilson  was  unanimously 
elected  to  fill  this  important  office.  The  years  have  proven  the  choice  to  be  a 
wise  one,  for  through  her  faithful  and  untiring  efforts  our  Bright  Jewel  Bands 
have  grown  until  they  are  more  than  double  the  numbers  when  she  took  over  the 
work. 

"There  is  no  way  by  which  to  estimate  the  good  accomplished  through  her 
effort,  but  we  know  that  thousands  of  lives  have  been  touched  and  influenced 
for  good  by  this  splendidly  consecrated  and  efficient  worker.  No  woman  in  our 
conference,  I  feel,  is  so  widely  known  and  beloved  as  our  Mrs.  Wilson,  and  her 
work  will  live  after  her.  For  when  you  touch  the  life  of  a  little  child,  you 
never  know  what  a  harvest  may  be  gathered  into  the  Master's  Kingdom,  as 
exemplified  in  the  life  of  her  'Child  in  Missions,'  our  own  Sallie  Lou  McKinnon." 
— Mrs.  F.  B.  McKinne. 

Mrs.  Ida  T.  Wilkins 

"Mrs.  L.  A.  Cuninggim,  our  own  'Aunt  Lucy,'  while  living  in  Weldon 
organized  a  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  in  March,  1  889,  and  among 
the  charter  members  was  Mrs.  Ida  T.  Wilkins,  who  at  once  became  active  in  the 
work,  and  was  ever  ready  to  advance  its  interests  during  the  succeeding  years. 

"When  the  Parsonage  and  Home  Mission  Society  was  organized  in  1896, 
through  the  influence  of  Mrs.  Wiley,  with  Mrs.  Lee  Johnson  as  president,  Mrs. 
Wilkins  again  responded  to  the  call,  and  became  one  of  the  charter  members. 
The  following  year  while  attending  the  Annual  Conference  in  Raleigh,  her  in- 
terest was  greatly  quickened  by  hearing  Mrs.  R.  K.  Hargrove  present  the  needs 
in  the  home  land,  especially  among  the  pioneer  preachers  in  the  great  West,  the 
hardships  and  sacrifices  endured,  and  as  this  appeal  was  made  and  Miss  Lucinda 
Helm's  ideals  and  plans  set  forth,  seed  was  sown  in  her  responsive  heart  that 
germinated  and  is  living  today,  bearing  fruit.  There  is  nothing  that  seems  to 
give  her  more  real  joy  than  to  secure  help  for  needy  preachers  and  to  pack  boxes 
for  mission  schools. 

"In  1898  when  the  Home  Mission  Conference  was  held  in  Littleton,  she 
was  made  corresponding  secretary.  Knowing  of  her  increasing  interest,  her  loyalty 
and  her  indomitable  perseverance  we  felt  sure  that  the  work  through  her  untiring 
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efforts  would  greatly  advance,  and  this  proved  to  be  a  wise  choice.  She  held 
this  office  in  a  most  acceptable  manner  for  several  years,  and  then  for  five  years 
she  served  as  a  district  secretary  in  the  Home  Mission  Conference  Society.  From 
the  beginning-  the  Supply  Department  of  the  society  made  a  special  appeal  to 
her  kind  heart  and  willing  hands,  therefore  at  the  conference  in  Durham  in 
1908  she  was  made  superintendent  of  Supplies,  which  office  she  continues  to  hold. 
Many  needy  ones  have  been  helped  through  the  co-operation  of  the  women  in 
the  auxiliaries,  and  because  of  her  loving  interest  and  faithfulness.  She  continues 
ever  ready  to  sacrifice  and  to  serve,  and  she  is  a  constant  inspiration  to  those 
who  know  and  love  her." — Mrs.  H.  C.  Spiers. 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Snipes 

"The  religious  and  missionary  heritage  of  Mrs.  E.  M.  Snipes,  with  her 
environment  of  parsonage  life  from  birth,  has  been  greater  perhaps  than  that 
of  any  one  of  our  official  family.  Her  own  father,  J.  W.  Randle,  her  mother's 
father,  Dr.  Jonathan  Sandford,  and  an  uncle,  were  preachers,  and  when  she 
married  she  chose  a  minister  of  our  church,  Rev.  E.  M.  Snipes.  About  the  time 
of  her  birth,  Dr.  Walter  R.  Lambuth  married  Miss  Daisy  Kelly  and  they  went 
out  to  the  Orient.  Her  parents,  deeply  interested  in  missions  and  for  that  reason 
in  this  particular  marriage,  named  their  little  girl  baby  'Daisy  Kelly,'  for  Mrs. 
Lambuth.  When  she  was  about  twelve  years  old,  Dr.  Lambuth  preached  in  Dur- 
ham, and  she  went  with  her  parents  to  hear  him.  After  the  service  her  mother, 
introducing  herself  and  her  young  daughter  to  this  gracious,  tender-hearted, 
great  man,  told  him  how  the  child  had  been  named  in  honor  of  his  wife.  He 
put  his  hand  on  her  head  and  told  her  he  hoped  she  would  be  a  missionary  some 
day.  Could  such  an  incident  fail  to  have  its  effect  on  a  naturally  religious  and 
missionary-minded  child! 

"But  earlier  still  than  that  her  father  and  her  mother's  father  had  been 
closely  associated  with  Dr.  W.  S.  Black,  the  families  being  intimate  friends. 
When  'Aunt  Mary,'  in  the  Advocate,  asked  the  children  to  send  in  their  names 
to  join  the  Bright  Jewels,  her  aunt's  name,  Florence  Sandford,  was  the  first  to 
be  sent  in,  her  mother  said.  And  her  own,  too,  was  soon  enrolled,  and  she  can 
not  remember  ever  being  anything  but  a  Bright  Jewel,  though  often  she  lived 
on  circuits  or  in  places  where  no  society  was  possible.  So  she  grew  up  with  the 
idea  that  there  was  nothing  else  to  do  but  work  in  the  Methodist  Church  and 
the  missionary  society. 

"In  the  annual  meetings  of  the  conference  society  which  she  soon  began  to 
attend,  she  was  associated  with  Miss  Fentress  as  corresponding  secretary  for 
seven  years,  the  seventh  being  the  meeting  in  Littleton  in  1912  which  Miss 
Fentress  was  unable  to  attend,  and  she  served  alone.  When  the  officers  were 
elected  she  was  chosen  to  succeed  Miss  Fentress.  At  the  very  close  of  this  meeting 
the  resolution  was  passed  to  unite  the  two  conference  societies  and  that  the  next 
conference  be  a  joint  one.  The  recording  secretary  of  the  Home  Mission  Society 
was  older  than  she  was,  and  Mrs.  Snipes  considered  her  a  more  able  woman, 
so  she  'stayed  away'  from  the  joint  meeting,  feeling  she  could  not  do  the 
enlarged  work  and  believing  it  best  for  the  other  secretary  to  have  it.  She  rested 
awhile  from  conference  work,  but  was  elected  again  in  1919  to  the  same  office 
when  it  was  made  vacant  by  the  election  of  Miss  May  Edla  Smith  as  vice-presi- 
dent. No  officer  has  been  more  faithful  to  her  duties  than  has  Mrs.  Snipes,  and 
none  possesses  or  merits  more  the  affection  and  esteem  of  her  co-workers  than 
does  she." 

OjficerSy  Superintendents ,  and  District  Secretaries  Elected 

Officers:  President,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Gates,  Durham ;  vice-president,  Mrs.  H.  J. 
Faison,  Faisonj  corresponding  secretary,  Mrs.  Harvey  Boney,  Chapel  Hill; 
recording  secretary,  Mrs.  Walter  Patten,  New  Bern;  treasurer,  Mrs.  F.  B.  Mc- 
Kinne,  Goldsboro. 
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Superintendents:  Young  People,  Mrs.  H.  B.  Branch,  Raleigh;  Children,  Mrs. 
J.  C.  Wooten,  Durham;  Study,  Mrs.  J.  LeGrand  Everett,  Rockingham;  Publicity, 
Mrs.  M.  T.  Plyler,  Durham;  Social  Service,  Miss  Vara  Herring,  Raleigh;  Sup- 
plies, Mrs.  Wm.  L.  Knight,  Weldon;  Literature,  Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott,  New  Bern. 

District  Secretaries:  Durham  District,  Miss  Lillie  Duke  of  Durham;  Eliza- 
beth City,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Willis  of  Hertford;  Fayetteville,  Mrs.  Junius  Wren  of 
Siler  City;  New  Bern,  Mrs.  Flora  M.  Kendall  of  Goldsboro;  Raleigh,  Miss 
Helen  White  of  Oxford;  Rockingham,  Mrs.  L.  T.  Townsend  of  Lumberton; 
Washington,  Miss  Bessie  Harding  of  Washington;  Weldon,  Miss  Amma  Graham 
of  Warrenton;  and  Wilmington,  Mrs.  E.  R.  Clarke  of  Wilmington. 

The  Jubilee  Prayer  League 
One  of  the  first  matters  attended  to  in  preparing  for  the  Jubilee 
Year  was  the  appointment  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Lamb  to  be  the  confer- 
ence leader  of  the  Jubilee  Prayer  League.  She  accepted  her  appoint- 
ment, and  began  the  cultivation  work  at  once,  both  by  sending  out  the 
literature  from  Council  and  by  writing  many  personal  letters.  Her 
monthly  Bible  lessons  in  "Our  Missionary  News"  and  other  special 
articles  were  written  with  urgent  appeal  for  more  concentration  in 
prayer  for  the  development  of  the  spiritual  life  of  the  conference. 
Prayer  Leagues  were  formed  in  most  of  the  auxiliaries,  and  functioned 
in  different  ways.  Two  districts,  Fayetteville  and  Washington,  re- 
ported 100%  organization  in  the  Prayer  League  Covenant.  But  not 
only  did  she  write  and  sent  out  literature,  she  attended  many  meetings, 
district,  zone,  and  auxiliary,  all  over  the  conference,  making  talks, 
giving  Bible  lessons,  leading  devotionals,  offering  prayers,  and  stressing 
the  absolute  necessity  of  prayer  and  faith  in  the  daily  life  of  any 
Christian,  certainly  in  that  of  the  conference  auxiliary  women. 

Jubilee  History 

At  the  same  time  a  Jubilee  conference  historian  and  Historical 
Committee  were  appointed.  They  also  went  immediately  to  work. 
The  result  of  their  efforts  is  seen  is  this  volume,  in  its  story  of  the 
development  and  growth  of  the  society  and  in  the  auxiliary  historical 
sketches  which  it  contains. 

Jubilee  Departmental  Activities 

In  the  Social  Service  Department  under  the  superintendence  of 
Miss  Herring  many  worthwhile  Jubilee  projects  were  undertaken  in 
the  auxiliaries,  interracial  study  classes,  a  day  nursery  for  negro  chil- 
dren, streets  worked  and  lights  added  in  a  negro  community,  an  edu- 
cated negro  woman  aided  to  get  a  course  in  public  welfare  work; 
clinics  and  playgrounds  sponsored  and  supervised;  boys  and  girls  helped 
to  enter  college;  co-operation  with  a  negro  public  worker  in  a  com- 
munity project,  in  closing  filling  stations  on  Sunday,  for  better  moving 
pictures,  with  Parent-Teacher  Association  in  a  mill  village  school 
through  the  school  months  taking  charge  of  its  activities  during  the 
summer,  fitting  up  and  supervising  playgrounds,  holding  story-telling 
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hours;  summer  outings  for  underprivileged  children,  community  Bible 
study,  rest  room  and  15  cots  provided  for  tubercular  suspects,  some  nec- 
essary operations  and  hospital  treatments  provided,  equipment  secured 
for  playgrounds,  very  much  relief  work  done,  study  of  "We,  the 
People,"  and  active  interest  in  certain  legislation  taken,  and  orphans 
clothed  and  otherwise  aided. 

The  Study  Department  promoted  the  use  of  "Women  and  the 
Kingdom"  so  successfully  that  it  was  used  in  195  classes  by  1,339 
women,  and  the  addition  of  the  Jubilee  bookshelf  to  missionary  libraries 
so  that  it  was  secured  wholly,  or  in  part,  by  59  libraries  and  read  in 
114  reading  circles.  A  Golden  Jubilee  prize  was  offered  for  the  best 
examination  paper  submitted  on  "Women  and  the  Kingdom,"  which 
was  won  by  Miss  Athleene  Edwards  of  Greenville,  while  most  credit- 
able papers  were  submitted  by  Mrs.  J.  C.  Russ  and  Mrs.  Park  Pridgen 
of  Warsaw.  As  a  Jubilee  project  the  conference  was  allowed  entrance 
into  the  Pastors'  Summer  School  at  Duke  University  with  the  privilege 
of  introducing  two  courses  of  its  selection.  These  courses  were  most 
acceptably  taught  by  Mrs.  F.  S.  Love,,  then  of  Elizabeth  City. 

In  both  Young  People's  and  Children's  Departments  the  Jubilee 
goals  were  kept  before  the  members  of  their  societies,  and  many  of 
them  co-operated  with  the  adults  in  their  special  Jubilee  projects. 

Extension  of  the  Organisation 
On  the  Durham  District,  2  Jubilee  Zones  were  organized,  Ala- 
mance and  Orange  Counties,  with  5  Jubilee  auxiliaries — Bethel, 
Mebane,  Orange,  Shiloh,  and  Swepsonville — with  97  Jubilee  mem- 
bers, the  Mary  Hambrick  auxiliary  of  Roxboro  making  the  Jubilee 
honor  roll.  On  the  Elisabeth  City  District,  Gates  and  First  Church, 
Elizabeth  City,  made  the  Jubilee  honor  roll;  there  was  1  Jubilee  aux- 
iliary with  89  members,  Woodland,  and  splendid  growth  in  every 
phase  of  the  work  especially  noticed  in  its  spiritual  and  educational, 
or  study,  life.  The  Fayetteville  District  had  as  many  Prayer  Leagues 
as  it  had  auxiliaries,  and,  with  the  setting  of  so  high  a  spiritual  standard, 
a  deeper  missionary  interest  was  felt.  It  organized  8  Jubilee  auxiliaries 
with  80  Jubilee  members — Andrews  Chapel,  Morris  Chapel,  Parkton, 
Regans,  Cedar  Grove,  Clarkton,  Bynum,  and  Lambuth  Memorial. 
On  the  New  Bern  District,  2  Jubilee  auxiliaries  with  33  Jubilee  mem- 
bers were  organized,  one  of  these  being  at  historic  Rainbow  Church, 
the  church  of  the  Cuninggim  family  and  named  "William  Cuning- 
gim,"  the  other  at  Bayboro,  named  the  "Bettie  Bobbitt."  There  were 
organized  on  the  Raleigh  District,  2  Jubilee  auxiliaries — Oxford 
Young  Woman's  and  Macedonia — with  46  Jubilee  members.  On  the 
Rockingham  District,  Jubilee  Prayer  Leagues  were  organized  in  a 
goodly  number  of  auxiliaries,  3  auxiliaries  made  the  Jubilee  honor 
roll,  Lumberton,  Lumberton  Young  Woman's,  and  Rockingham,  and 
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6  Jubilee  auxiliaries  with  97  members  were  organized — East  Rocking- 
ham, Zion,  West  Rockingham,  Hoffman,  East  Laurinburg,  and 
Bladenboro.  This  district  lost  the  Korean  urn  to  the  Raleigh  District 
and  the  Jubilee  Study  Jewel  to  the  Washington  District.  One  by  one 
on  the  Washington  District  the  auxiliaries  joined  the  Jubilee  Prayer 
League  till  there  was  a  Prayer  League  in  every  one  of  them.  There 
were  3  Jubilee  Zones  organized,  Nash,  Edgecombe,  and  Hyde  Coun- 
ties, and  an  auxiliary,  Bethany,  at  Ransomville,  with  9  members.  The 
Wilmington  District  organized  1  Jubilee  Zone,  the  Onslow-Jones, 
and  5  auxiliaries — Zion,  Scotts  Hill,  Evergreen,  Hallsboro,  and  Haw 
Branch — with  50  members,  but  it  feels  that  its  greatest  contribution 
to  the  Jubilee  Year  is  in  its  two  young  volunteers,  Ethel  Sugg  and 
Elizabeth  Sneeden.  There  were  in  all,  in  the  whole  conference,  779 
new  adult  members,  but  how  many  more  of  them  were  Jubilee  mem- 
bers, it  is  impossible  to  say. 

There  were  6  Jubilee  Young  People's  auxiliaries,  East  Laurinburg, 
Manteo,  Marvin,  Mebane,  Norlina  and  Spring  Hope. 

The  following  are  the  Jubilee  Divisions  of  the  Children's  Work: 
Durham  District. — Babies,  Chapel  Hill  and  Burlington;  Primaries, 
Purley  and  Branson  (Durham)  ;  Efworth  Juniors,  Carr  and  Memorial 
(Durham),  Burlington,  Graham,  Gregson,  Purley,  Rougemont. 
Elizabeth  City. — Babies,  Newbegun,  Kittrells  (Gates),  Mt.  Hermon 
(Pasquotank);  Primaries,  Columbia,  Mt.  Zion  (Currituck),  Tyner; 
Efworth  Juniors,  Anderson,  First  Church  (Elizabeth  City),  Hertford, 
Kittrells  (Gates),  Moyock,  Win  fall,  Shiloh  (Margarettsville) . 
Fayetteville  District. — Babies,  Barkers;  Primaries,  Kerr,  Parkton, 
Marvin  (Hope  Mills);  Efworth  Juniors,  Hay  Street  (Fayetteville), 
Parkton,  Siler  City,  St.  Pauls.  New  Bern  District. — Babies,  St.  John 
(Goldsboro)  ;  Primaries,  Oak  Grove  (Bachelor),  La  Grange,  Salem; 
Efworth  Juniors,  Dover,  Kinston,  Morehead  City.  Raleigh  District. — 
Babies,  Kittrell ;  Primaries,  Franklinton;  Efworth  Juniors,  Edenton 
Street  (Raleigh),  Kittrell,  Oxford,  Plank  Chapel,  Salem.  Rockingham 
District. — Babies,  Ellerbe,  Fairmont,  Johns,  Mt.  Gilead,  Rockingham 
(Mrs.  H.  V.  Chandler),  Red  Springs,  West  End;  Primaries,  Aberdeen, 
Ellerbe,  East  Laurinburg,  East  Rockingham,  Rockingham  (Mrs.  H. 
V.  Chandler),  Star,  West  End;  Efworth  Juniors,  Candor,  East  Rock- 
ingham, Fairmont,  Green  Lake,  Johns,  Laurel  Hill,  Rockingham 
(Mrs.  H.  V.  Chandler),  Rowland,  Star,  Troy.  Washington  District. — 
Babies,  Bethel,  Greenville,  Tarboro,  Spring  Hope;  Primaries,  Black 
Creek,  Stantonsburg,  Spring  Hope;  Efworth  Juniors,  Clarke  Street 
(Rocky  Mount),  First  Church  (Rocky  Mount),  Wilson.  Weldon 
District. — Babies,  Palmyra;  Primaries,  Bethany  (Conway),  Palmyra, 
Rich  Square,  Sarepta;  Efworth  Juniors,  Bethany,  Coleraine,  Conway, 
Enfield,  Manson,  Murfreesboro,  Roanoke  Rapids,  Weldon,  Wesley 
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Memorial  (Warrenton).  Wilmington  District. — Babies,  Rose  Hill; 
Efworth  Juniors,  Maysville,  Richlands,  Rose  Hill,  Whiteville.  The 
Jubilee  programs  were  used  for  study  in  117  classes  by  1,703  mem- 
bers, and  one  division,  the  Jane  K.  Meadows  Juniors,  stood  examina- 
tions on  it  and  were  awarded  the  conference  certificates  of  credit,  the 
individual  members  to  receive  them  being  Mary  Turner  Willis,  Mary 
Emma  Carroon,  Worth  Davis,  Billy  Carroon,  Coolidge  Morris,  Alicia 
Carroon  and  Thomas  Nelson.  Three  attained  the  Jubilee  Standard  of 
Excellence,  Centenary  (New  Bern),  Rowland,  and  Weldon.  The 
banner  for  greatest  amount  of  money  was  won  by  Centenary;  for 
greatest  amount  per  capita  by  Trinity  (Wilmington),  and  for  the 
best  Baby  Division,  by  Kinston. 

Re-evaluation  of  Our  Task 
This  goal  also  was  reached  in  so  far  as  that  the  questionnaires  sent 
out  were  seriously  studied  and  many  were  returned  with  illuminating 
answers  and  some  good  suggestions.  The  committee  appointed  to  do 
so  considered  them,  and  forwarded  such  as  seemed  to  have  any  construc- 
tive or  helpful  criticism  or  recommendation  to  the  proper  Council 
representative. 

The  Jubilee  Thank  Offering 

Many  auxiliaries  and  members  used  the  Jubilee  Mite  boxes,  and 
began  early  in  the  year  to  lay  aside  what  they  could  by  self-denial  and 
other  ways,  for  a  worthy  offering  for  the  Week  of  Prayer.  At  those 
services,  observed  by  202  adult  auxiliaries,  the  amount  of  $3,646.46 
was  offered  by  them  and  $387.56  by  the  children,  the  total,  $4,034.02, 
while  being  much  less  than  it  was  hoped  it  would,  was  still  a  larger 
amount  than  had  ever  been  offered  before  at  the  Week  of  Prayer, 
almost  twice  as  much  as  it  was  the  previous  year. 

It  has  been  a  wonderful  experience  to  live  through  this  Jubilee 
Year.  There  has  been  an  inspiration,  unique  in  its  character,  which 
has  attended  every  phase  of  its  celebration,  especially  to  those  who  are 
the  greatest  lovers  of  our  church  and  our  Woman's  Missionary  Society. 
We  have  lived  in  the  present,  but  our  hearts  have  lingered  happily  and 
with  pride  in  the  past,  even  while  projecting  themselves  joyously,  with 
faith  and  hope  into  the  future,  and  the  successes,  even  the  failures  of 
that  past,  stimulate  us  to  go  forward.  And  so  we  thank  God  for  the 
Jubilee,  for  all  that  it  has  meant  to  our  spiritual  life,  to  the  deepening 
of  our  appreciation  of  our  heritage  as  Southern  Methodist  women  of 
the  North  Carolina  Conference,  and  to  the  increasing  of  our  feelings 
of  thanksgiving  for  all  His  wonderful  kindness  and  tender  mercies  to 
us. 

The  Status  of  Our  Woman's  Missionary  Society  at  the 
Close  of  the  Jubilee 
The  North   Carolina  Conference  Woman's  Missionary  Society 
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closes  the  year  1928  with  319  adult  auxiliaries  with  8,762  members; 
44  young  people's  societies  with  786  members;  384  children's  societies 
(in  3  divisions)  with  4,867  members.  It  is  successfully  active  in  every 
department  provided  by  its  constitution  and  by-laws,  holding  its  place 
very  near  to  the  top  in  the  roll  of  conferences.  It  has  a  record  which 
does  not  satisfy  us,  but  still  one  of  which  we  need  not  be  ashamed, 
but  in  which  we  may  justly  feel  a  glow  of  pride.  We  have  been  repre- 
sented on  the  foreign  field  by  12  missionaries  during  the  years,  and  by 
8  deaconesses  on  the  home  field,  while  there  are  5  others  now  in  train- 
ing to  enter  the  work  in  some  definite  way. 

Money  Raised 

Total  by  Foreign  Society,  1878-1913   $  182,355.31 

Total  by  Home  Society, '  1886-19 13    53,758.78 

Total  by  United  Societies,  1914-1927    761,758.99 

Total  for  Jubilee  Year,  1928    56,646.22 

Total  for  Missions,  1878-1928   $1,054,519.30 

For  Local  Work: 

By  Home  Society   $  75,785.02 

By  United  Society    529,314.84 

Total  Local  Work,  1886-1928    $  605,099.86 

Grand  Total,  1878-1928   $1,659,619.16 

Included  in  those  amounts  are,  approximately,  the  following 
amounts: 

By  Young  People,  1893-1927   $  42,845.38 

By  Young  People,   1928    1,122.27 

Total  by  Young  People,  1893-1928   $  43,967.65 

By  Children,  1880-1927    93,478.71 

By  Children,  1928  -_:   4,484.50 


Total  by  Children,  1880-1928   $  97,963.21 

Grand  Total  for  Missions  by  Young  People  and  Chil- 
dren, both  societies   $  141,930.86 

It  was  very  hard  to  arrive  at  even  an  approximate  amount  for  the 
young  people  and  children,  as  in  the  early  years  their  contributions 
were  not  kept  separate  and  in  the  years,  the  minutes  of  which  were  not 
available,  their  gifts  could  not  be  counted,  so  that  the  amounts  above 
are  not  only  approximate  but  less  than  the  whole. 

In  the  W oman* s  Missionary  Council 

The  Jubilee  Year  closed  with  6,959  adult  auxiliaries  in  39  con- 
ferences with  200,729  members;   1,661  young  people's  societies  with 
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31,910  members;  2,598  junior  divisions  with  54,549  members;  1,511 
primary  divisions  with  20,949  members;  1,872  baby  divisions  with 
27,297  members;  5,194  auxiliaries  observed  the  Week  of  Prayer; 
and  1,825  were  on  the  honor  roll. 

These  auxiliaries  contributed  for  all  purposes,  $1,119,486.01,  of 
which  $103,339.91  made  the  Jubilee  Thank  Offering.  Amounts  from 
"Other  Sources"  and  "School  Funds,"  increased  that  amount  to 
$1,260,954.69  as  the  grand  total  for  the  Jubilee  Year.  Since  1878,  the 
great  grand  total  has  amounted  to  $22,258,854.02,  of  which  $13,- 
202,632.72  were  for  the  foreign  work,  $7,678,212.88  for  the  home 
work,  and  $1,378,008.42  for  the  city  mission  work.  The  Scarritt 
funds  had  increased  since  1915,  from  $2,025.40  to  $268,903.28  at 
the  close  of  the  Jubilee  Year,  and  $653,210.77,  the  total  amount  of 
gifts  to  the  Bennett  Memorial  Fund.  In  the  foreign  fields,  $3,417,- 
176.00  was  the  value  of  our  property,  and  $2,722,211.00  that  of  our 
property  in  the  home  land,  $6,139,467.00  being  the  total  value  of 
property  owned  by  the  Southern  Methodist  Woman's  Missionary 
Society. 

In  1928,  appropriations  were  made  for  missionary  work,  by  the 
Council,  outside  of  the  United  States,  far  China,  Japan,  Korea,  Siberia- 
Korean  Mission,  Brazil,  Belgian  Congo,  Cuba,  Mexico,  and  the  White 
Russians  in  Poland.  In  Brazil  in  8  educational  institutions  we  had  24 
missionary  and  American  teachers,  113  native  teachers,  314  boarding 
pupils,  1,629  day  pupils,  and  $107,228.00  native  receipts.  In  China  in 
23  educational  institutions  21  missionary  and  American  teachers,  201. 
native  teachers,  256  boarding  pupils,  3,283  day  pupils,  and  $64,651.00 
native  receipts.  In  Cuba  we  had  3  educational  institutions  with  13 
missionary  and  American  teachers,  27  native  teachers,  73  boarding 
pupils,  325  day  pupils,  and  $32,627.10  native  receipts.  In  Japan  in 
6  educational  institutions  we  had  14  missionary  and  American  teachers, 
26  native  teachers,  9  boarding  pupils,  and  1,570  day  pupils.  In  Korea 
in  12  educational  institutions  we  had  10  missionary  and  American 
teachers,  101  native  teachers,  146  boarding  pupils,  1,707  day  pupils, 
and  $1  1,255.00  native  receipts.  In  Mexico  in  6  educational  institu- 
tions we  had  22  missionary  and  American  teachers,  67  native  teachers, 
166  boarding  pupils,  1,604  day  pupils,  and  $69,479.89  native  receipts. 
In  Africa  (Belgian  Congo)  we  had  2  missionary  teachers  with  43 
native  workers  and  586  pupils,  and  6  medical  missionaries.  In  Cuba, 
in  social  evangelistic  work,  we  had  2  missionaries,  5  native  workers, 
and  300  pupils.  In  China  in  the  same  kind  of  work,  at  4  stations,  we 
had  6  missionaries,  88  native  workers,  8,255  pupils,  and  5,280  visits 
made.  In  Japan  at  3  stations,  6  missionaries  and  21  native  helpers  made 
504  visits,  and  there  were  1,225  pupils.  In  Korea  at  5  stations,  15 
missionaries  and  116  native  helpers  made  14,848  visits,  and  there  were 
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4,658  pupils.  In  Mexico  at  3  stations,  8  missionaries  and  12  native 
workers,  there  were  1,659  pupils,  and  $8,047.00  native  receipts.  For 
1928  there  were  enrolled  202  active  foreign  missionaries  and  235 
inactive  for  one  reason  or  another,  making  a  total  of  437  who  have 
served  us  on  the  foreign  field  since  Miss  Lochie  Rankin,  in  1878, 
went  to  China. 

In  the  home  land  for  1928  there  were  enrolled  173  deaconesses, 
with  10  retired  workers.  Our  work  here  is  done  among  immigrants, 
with  miners,  cotton  mill  workers,  among  mountaineers,  in  rural  sec- 
tions, and  congested  city  districts,  negroes,  dependent  and  delinquent 
girls,  neglected  children,  working  girls  away  from  home,  making 
homes  for  college  girls  in  state  institutions  and  providing  Bible  teach- 
ers in  state  schools.  In  36  Wesley  Community  Houses  more  than  100 
trained  Christian  workers  carry  out  a  program  which  includes  religious 
services,  educational  and  cultural  classes,  clinics,  kindergartens,  play 
grounds,  physical  education,  Daily  Vacation  Bible  Schools,  week-day 
schools  of  religion,  and  personal  ministry  in  the  homes.  In  10  other 
communities  in  which  there  are  no  community  Wesley  Houses,  20 
women  carry  out  a  social  service  program.  There  are  10  schools  with 
hundreds  of  boys  and  girls  and  scores  of  teachers.  For  the  negroes 
there  are  4  Bethlehem  Houses,  and  a  new  work  started  for  them  in 
Winston-Salem,  N.  C,  in  which  the  same  type  of  work  is  done  and 
opportunities  furnished  negro  girls  to  prepare  themselves  for  social 
welfare  work.  Work  is  being  done  in  9  rural  districts  and  centers. 
There  are  7  Co-operative  Homes,  in  which  business  young  women 
away  from  their  own  homes  are  welcomed  into  a  genuinely  wholesome 
and  happy  family  home  life.  Bible  teachers  are  provided  in  6  state 
schools,  and  there  are  4  Resident  Homes  for  Methodist  young  women 
students  on  the  campuses  of  as  many  state  schools  with  one  of  our 
Council  workers  in  each  as  its  superintendent  or  matron.  There  is  1 
home  for  children  where  a  corps  of  specially  trained  people  study  care- 
fully each  child  within  its  protecting  walls  to  learn  where  he  may  be 
placed  for  his  best  advantage  and  development.  These  and  "all  our 
other  types  of  work  would  answer  the  question  as  to  the  production 
of  Christlike  character  being  the  objective  of  our  whole  program,  our 
whole  plan,  and  for  which  our  whole  expenditure  of  time,  money, 
and  energy  is  made." 

The  W  omanys  Missionary  Society  Evaluated 
Many  years  ago,  Miss  Lucinda  B.  Helm  compared  the  work  and 
influence  of  any  one  of  the  women  in  the  smallest  auxiliary  of  the 
Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  any  quiet  soul  who  might  throw 
her  pennies  with  her  heart  into  her  work,  to  a  grain  of  wheat,  a  very 
little  thing  indeed.  "What  could  one  poor,  insignificant  grain  of  wheat 
do  in  a  great  field?  It  is  a  plump,  full  grain,  for  a  little  deed  done 
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from  sincere  love  to  the  Saviour  is  a  perfect  work.  It  is  sown  in  rich 
earth  ready  for  it.  The  Master  watches  it.  By  and  by  it  grows  and 
ripens,  bearing  many  full  grains,  which  in  their  turn  fall,  spring  up 
again,  and  scatter  a  larger  crop,  and  in  time  the  single  grain,  the 
influence  of  a  single  humble  life,  has  brought  forth  fruit  a  thousand- 
fold." How  like  a  prophecy  those  words  sound  today  as  one  reads  of 
the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  and  the  wonderful  work  it  has  done 
and  is  going  on  to  do  "from  sincere  love  to  the  Saviour,"  the  harvests 
of  the  yearly  seed  sowing  of  service,  and  influence,  and  pennies,  by  just 
such  quiet  souls  throughout  our  church  as  Miss  Helm  pictures! 

Many  years  later — and  with  this  estimate  of  our  society,  this  story 
of  the  years  of  our  seed  sowing  shall  close — our  sainted  Miss  Bennett 
said:  "The  greatest  good  accomplished  by  the  Woman's  Missionary 
Society  during  all  the  years  since  it  became  a  part  of  the  autonomy  of 
the  church,  is  not  recorded  in  the  annual  reports,  nor  measured  by  the 
suffering  alleviated,  the  schools  established,  and  lives  made  better  and 
more  bearable  by  their  work;  but  by  the  ever  growing  goodness  of  the 
women  who  have  lived  and  loved  and  wrought  for  them  with -God. 
The  marked  increase  in  the  membership  and  collections  of  the  society 
is  but  the  natural  and  visible  results  of  lives  that  are  taking  on  more  of 
the  learning  of  God  through  service  to  man,  and  learning  more  of  the 
mind  of  Christ  in  the  struggle  to  apprehend  the  meaning  of  His  words: 
'Love  one  another  as  I  have  loved  you'." 
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CONFERENCE  OFFICERS  IN  THE  JUBILEE  YEAR 

President,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Gates.  Born  in  a  New  England  Methodist 
parsonage,  of  most  godly,  missionary-minded  parents,  our  president 
was  from  her  earliest  childhood  surrounded  with  influences  that  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  deeply  spiritual  and  highly  cultured  character 
into  which  she  has  developed,  through  the  years,  to  this  time.  Converted 
at  her  own  bedside  when  only  six  years  of  age,  under  the  immediate 
prayer  of  her  mother,  beginning  early  in  her  life  to  offer  prayers  and 
testimony  in  the  children's  missionary  meetings,  going  through  public 
school  and  college  life  making  honor  grades  everywhere,  with  ideals 
and  standards  of  the  highest  and  faith  unwavering,  she  was  fitted  for 
the  place  in  life  which  has  been  hers  always,  and  especially  so  since 
she  became  wife  and  mother.  Her  father  and  mother  were  born  in 
Connecticut  and  Massachusetts,  Rev.  James  E.  Knapp  and  Martha  E. 
Gould  Knapp,  but  she  was  born  in  Mount  Holly,  Vermont,  her  father 
being  then  a  member  of  the  Vermont  Annual  Conference,  and  when 
she  was  married  she  chose  Mr.  Arthur  Mathews  Gates  of  Waterford, 
Conn.,  for  her  life's  closest  companion.  In  1909  they  came  to  North 
Carolina  where  her  husband  accepted  a  position  in  the  Latin  Depart- 
ment in  Trinity  College.  Since  her  whole  life  and  interest  had  cen- 
tered in  the  church  and  its  activities,  especially  the  missionary  society, 
it  seems  but  natural  that  she  should  immediately  become  identified  with 
them  in  her  new  home.  She  arrived  in  Durham  during  the  Week  of 
Prayer  in  1909,  and  the  day  after  her  arrival  she  went  with  her 
hostess  to  the  prayer  service  at  Memorial  Church,  joined  both  Home 
and  Foreign  Societies,  and  ever  since  that  time  has  been  actively  con- 
nected with  the  work.  She  succeeded  Mrs.  W.  W.  Peele  as  secretary 
of  the  Durham  District,  but  resigned  when  in  1919  she  was  elected 
president  of  the  conference.  That  office  she  resigned  in  the  fall,  and 
for  five  years  she  confined  her  activity  to  her  local  auxiliary  while 
she  ministered  in  every  way  to  her  little  son,  Warren  James  Gates. 
In  1924  she  was  made  vice-president  of  the  conference  upon  the 
resignation  of  Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott,  and  during  the  three  years  of  her 
incumbency  gave  much  time  and  thought  to  the  establishment  of  Prayer 
Specials  in  the  auxiliaries.  In  1927  Mrs.  C.  M.  Earley  resigned  the 
president's  office,  and  Mrs.  Gates  was  elected  to  succeed  her.  Since  that 
time  she  has  given  herself  unstintedly  and  whole-heartedly  to  the  de- 
velopment of  all  the  work  in  the  conference,  visiting  district,  zone,  and 
auxiliary  meetings  with  messages  of  encouragement,  information,  and 
inspiration,  that  have  not  only  made  her  invaluable  to  the  conference, 
but  with  her  careful  attention  and  answers  at  length  to  all  requests 
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for  information  and  advice,  her  friendly  graciousness,  have  endeared 
her  to  the  women  in  all  the  districts  of  the  conference. 

Vice-President,  Mrs.  H.  J.  Faison.  The  childhood  and  girlhood 
of  Mrs.  Faison  were  spent  on  her  father's  farm.  There,  in  nature  and 
the  every-day  life  of  people  and  the  animals,  her  intensely  religious 
nature,  cultivated  by  much  study,  meditation,  reading  of  the  best  liter- 
ature accessible,  especially  the  Bible,  enabled  her  to  see  God,  and  she 
consciously  drew  near  to  Him.  Early  in  her  teens,  under  the  influence 
of  the  "Life  of  David  Livingstone"  which  she  had  read  when  a  little 
girl,  her  interest  in  missions  had  become  so  vital  that  she  felt  called 
to  definite  missionary  service.  As  she  grew  older  she  answered  this  call 
in  every  way  she  jxissibly  could,  first  in  the  auxiliary  and  later  in  the 
conference  work.  She  served  for  a  number  of  years  as  secretary  of  her 
district,  and  in  1927  was  elected  vice-president  of  the  conference  to 
succeed  Mrs.  Gates.  In  this  office  she  has  made  notable  contribution  to 
the  spiritual  life  of  the  society  in  the  many  Bible  lessons  and  devo- 
tionals  she  has  led  in  the  very  large  number  of  meetings  she  has  at- 
tended. The  women  have  learned  to  value  and  appreciate  her,  and 
no  one  of  the  officers  is  more  warmly  welcomed  in  their  meetings 
than  she  is. 

Corresponding  Secretary y  Mrs.  Harvey  Boney.  The  missionary  ac- 
tivities of  Mrs.  Boney,  born  Irene  Crump  of  Polkton,  began  at  an  early 
age.  She  was  the  president  of  a  "Willing  Workers"  society  at  the  age 
of  nine  years,  in  which  if  one's  dues  did  not  represent  labor  they  were 
not  considered  very  valuable  by  the  director.  At  fifteen  she  was  in 
college,  an  active  member  of  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.,  as  well  as  of  the 
literary  society,  greatly  interested  in  her  mission  and  Bible  study 
courses.  The  two  summers  when  she  was  seventeen  and  eighteen  years 
old  she  taught  a  mountain  mission  school  during  eight  weeks  each 
year,  receiving  as  compensation,  her  board,  laundry,  room,  and  travel- 
ing expenses,  but  those  among  whom  she  worked,  so  greatly  appreciated 
her,  that  they  made  her  a  love  gift  of  $40.00  at  parting  each  year. 
Of  her  pupils  every  one  joined  the  church  the  first  year,  and  all  the 
new  ones  did  so  the  second  year.  She  earnestly  desired  to  be  a  mission- 
ary, and  a  mill  owner  in  that  mountain  community  learning  of  it, 
offered  to  support  her  on  the  field  through  the  Methodist  Board,  though 
he  was  himself  a  staunch  Baptist.  She  was  not  encouraged  at  home, 
however,  in  this  yearning,  and  after  awhile  she  married.  Because  of 
this  urge  to  a  missionary  life,  she  has  been  impelled  to  promote  the 
missionary  activities  in  her  conference  in  every  way  she  could.  Posses- 
sing the  sympathetic  understanding  and  loving  confidence  of  her  hus- 
band, she  has  been  able  to  spend  herself  in  the  service  of  the  missionary 
cause  in  a  large  and  productive  way:  in  her  local  auxiliary  of  which 
she  was  president  thirteen  years;  in  the  conference  as  Study  and  Pub- 
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licity  superintendent  two  years;  and  as  conference  corresponding  sec- 
retary thirteen  years.  It  was  her  privilege  to  attend  Council  meetings 
at  New  Orleans,  Knoxville,  Memphis,  Kansas  City,  Richmond,  San 
Antonio,  Tampa,  Mobile,  Tulsa,  Raleigh,  Shreveport,  Nashville, 
Washington,  and  an  important  called  meeting  in  1922  in  Memphis. 
She  proposed  and  moved  in  the  Richmond  meeting  that  the  salaries  of 
our  Council  officers  be  raised,  and  again,  in  San  Antonio,  she  secured 
the  same  action  in  regard  to  the  salaries  of  our  missionaries.  At  every 
Council,  she  served  on  some  of  the  most  important  committees  and 
sub-committees,  often  as  secretary.  As  a  member  of  the  first  organiza- 
tion of  Southern  women  for  interracial  work,  she  attended  the  set-up 
meeting  in  Memphis  and  various  others  since,  and  has  done  construc- 
tive work  in  this  special  enterprise.  Also  she  has  done  some  very  diffi- 
cult .personal  social  service  work  and  been  very  active  in  that  of  the 
county  welfare  board.  Her  interest  in  humanity  has  not  been  confined 
exclusively  to  the  missionary  society.  As  member  of  the  U.  D.  C, 
D.  A.  R.,  her  local  club,  and  as  hostess  and  acting  dean  of  women 
several  years  at  the  State  University,  she  has  touched  life  from  a  dif- 
ferent angle,  but  always  helpfully.  During  the  past  quadrennium  a 
larger  field  was  opened  to  her  when  she  was  appointed  to  serve  on 
two  of  the  Council's  Standing  Committees,  one  of  which  is  an  im- 
portant special  committee  for  the  quadrennium.  To  her  conference 
constituency  she  has  manifested  always  a  spirit  of  personal  interest 
and  readiness  to  impart  information,  instruction,  inspiration,  or  what- 
ever has  been  needed  of  a  helpful  nature  by  individual  or  group,  thereby 
making  herself  a  most  important  and  necessary  leader,  one  whom  the 
conference  loves  and  values  and  delights  to  call  its  own.  The  good  of 
the  conference  society  and  the  advancement  of  the  missionary  cause 
have  been  her  great  ambition,  provoking  an  outlay  of  much  thoughtful 
study  and  earnest  prayer  to  enable  her  to  originate  and  sponsor  plans 
that  would  bring  about  the  best  and  most  successful  results. 

Recording  Secretary,  Mrs.  Walter  Patten.  Our  incoming  record- 
ing secretary,  Mrs.  Walter  Patten,  is  a  native  of  Providence,  Rhode 
Island,  where  she  lived  until  her  marriage  in  1908,  attending,  and 
being  graduated,  in  1905,  from  Brown  University.  Her  parents, 
William  Anthony  and  Mary  Read  Cady,  have  been  life-long  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  her  great-grandfather, 
Jonathan  Cady,  was  a  minister  in  the  New  England  Southern  Con- 
ference of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Her  grandparents  and 
parents,  on  both  sides,  were  always  ardent  workers  for  the  church  and 
the  missionary  societies,  her  maternal  grandmother  having  been  made 
a  life  member  of  the  Foreign  Society  in  1862,  an  honor  conferred  by 
her  pastor  because  of  her  large  contributions  to  the  cause.  With  this 
background,  and  her  marriage  to  a  Methodist  minister,  added  to  her 
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own  inclination,  there  has  been  with  her  an  impelling  force  to  do  all 
she  could  for  all  good  causes,  particularly  in  the  missionary  work  of 
her  church,  a  force  which  she  has  never  resisted,  for  wherever  she  has 
gone  with  her  husband  in  this  annual  conference,  she  has  worked  side 
by  side  with  him  and  with  his  members  for  the  building  up  of  the 
Kingdom  in  that  community. 

Treasurer,  Mrs.  F.  B.  McKinne.  Pearl  Stimpson  McKinne, 
daughter  of  L.  L.  Stimpson  and  Addie  Turner  Stimpson,  was  born  at 
Turnersburg,  N.  C.  She  recalls  that  as  a  very  small  child  she  developed 
interest  in  missions:  her  mother  sent  dues  to  "Aunt  Mary"  to  make  her 
a  Bright  Jewel.  It  was  not  until  after  her  marriage,  however,  while 
living  in  Concord,  N.  C,  that  she  had  an  opportunity  to  be  a  member 
of  a  working  missionary  society.  Since  that  time  her  love  for  and 
interest  in  missionary  work  have  never  wavered.  After  living  in  Louis- 
burg  two  or  three  years,  she  was  sent  as  delegate  to  the  conference  in 
Goldsboro  in  1908,  and  there  was  made  secretary  of  the  Raleigh  Dis- 
trict, which  office  she  held  until  1914,  when  she  was  made  correspond- 
ing secretary  of  the  Foreign  Department  of  the  United  Societies.  This 
office  Mrs.  McKinne  held  for  one  year,  and  then  because  of  the  loss 
of  her  only  child,  a  son,  she  retired  from  the  conference  work  for 
awhile.  In  1918,  however,  she  was  made  treasurer  and  has  held  the 
office  since  then.  Each  year  we  feel  that  with  the  growth  of  the 
work,  Mrs.  McKinne  has  grown  in  efficiency  and  in  spiritual  strength. 
When  we  think  of  finances  in  the  conference  we  think  of  Mrs.  Mc- 
Kinne. She  realizes  the  sacrifices  that  are  made  by  some  of  our  mem- 
bers in  order  to  keep  the  high  standard  our  conference  maintains.  When 
she  speaks,  the  entire  conference  listens  with  confidence  in  her  as  a 
sincere  Christian,  and  in  her  deliberation  and  caution  as  a  business 
woman.  As  an  organization  we  are  grateful  to  her  for  her  diligent 
care  of  the  Lord's  treasury,  and  honor  her  because  of  her  sincerity, 
honesty  and  profound  goodness.  The  conference  also  feels  that  back 
of  this  gracious  woman  is  a  Christian  husband  of  wide  vision  and 
deep  interest  in  all  of  the  enterprises  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South. — Mrs.  Harvey  Boney. 

Young  People's  Superintendent,  Mrs.  H.  B.  Branch.  One  of  the 
strongest  reasons  Mrs.  Branch  gave  for  "daring  to  try  it  out"  when 
she  was  chosen  for  Young  People's  superintendent,  was  "the  thought 
of  the  great  privilege  of  working  with  the  fine  body  of  women  in  the 
old  North  Carolina  Conference,"  while  feeling  that  working  with  the 
young  people  is  the  best  of  life  for  her.  Her  training  for  her  work 
began  when,  as  a  child,  her  father,  a  local  preacher,  Rev.  J.  W.  Craig 
of  Wilmington,  with  about  a  dozen  men,  organized  a  little  mission 
church,  in  which  she  grew  up,  her  father  being  its  first  pastor,  a  church 
which  today  is  Trinity  Church,  one  of  the  best  in  the  conference. 
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There  was  no  children's  missionary  society  there  during  its  early  history, 
but  when  Rev.  T.  H.  Sutton  became  the  pastor,  he  and  his  wife,  who 
is  one  of  the  daughters  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Lamb  of  Fayetteville, 
organized  the  children  into  a  little  society  which  they  called  "The 
Earnest  Christian  Workers."  They  met  in  the  parsonage,  and  as  she 
looks  back  over  her  life,  Mrs.  Branch  is  sure  that  those  little  meetings 
were  the  first  real  steps  which  have  helped  to  carry  her  forward  in  the 
church  work,  especially  as  she  remembers  that  under  the  influence  of 
Mrs.  Sutton,  who  was  her  Sunday  school  teacher,  she  joined  the  church 
on  her  ninth  birthday.  The  work  was  carried  on  in  the  same  splendid, 
unselfish  way  by  Rev.  and  Mrs.  A.  S.  Barnes,  and  later  by  Rev.  J.  M. 
Culbreth,  who  organized  an  Epworth  League,  which  was  a  splendid 
organization  and  gave  her  some  fine  training,  for  having  only  a  small 
group  of  people  it  was  necessary  for  everybody  to  learn  to  do  some- 
thing of  everything  and  the  practice  was  most  helpful.  Later  on,  as 
a  member  of  Grace  Church  she  worked  a  great  deal  in  the  League,  and 
there,  too,  she  was  a  member  of  her  first  young  people's  missionary 
society.  Just  back  from  school  at  old  Greensboro  Female  College,  at 
a  time  of  life  when  it  is  always  hard  to  get  one's  self  adjusted,  she  had 
the  good  fortune  of  coming  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  L.  A.  Blue, 
who  had  charge  of  the  Young  People's  Missionary  Society,  where 
there  was  opportunity  to  put  into  actual  working  machinery  any  and 
all  the  talents  one  possessed.  She  has  never  ceased  to  be  grateful  for 
all  those  fine  and  splendid  things,  which  together  with  the  rich  heritage 
from  the  father  to  whom  she  was  devoted,  who  taught  her  to  read  and 
revere  God's  Word,  as  it  has  seemed  to  her  that  she  has  fallen  into 
goodly  hands  all  along  the  way. 

Children's  Superintendent,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Wooten.  Our  incoming 
superintendent  of  Children's  Work  was  born  in  Wilmington,  the 
daughter  of  Charles  Wesley  and  Alice  Caroline  Walker  Yates.  In  her 
early  childhood,  as  a  member  of  Front  Street  Church  and  Sunday 
school,  she  came  under  the  influence  of  Dr.  E.  A.  Yates  and  Dr. 
W.  S.  Creasy,  joining  the  church  under  the  latter  when  twelve  years 
of  age.  She  has  no  memory  of  a  time  when  she  did  not  attend  Sunday 
school,  and  although  the  church  was  across  the  town  from  her  home, 
necessitating  two  long  trips  on  foot  each  Sunday,  for  the  Sunday  school 
was  in  the  afternoon,  she  was  seldom  absent  from  the  morning  service 
or  Sunday  school.  When  quite  young  she  was  a  member  of  the  Bright 
Jewels,  and  remembers  very  distinctly  the  entertainments  they  used 
to  have.  She  was  graduated  from  the  North  Carolina  College  for 
Women,  then  the  "Normal,"  in  1898,  and  ever  since  that  time,  al- 
most continuously,  has  been  a  worker  in  the  Sunday  school  and  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society. 
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Study  Superintendent  y  Mrs.  J.  LeGrand  Everett.  The  childhood 
of  Mrs.  Everett  was  spent  in  the  country.  In  1882,  when  Mrs.  Black 
was  organizing  the  children  into  a  conference  society,  she  had  "come 
to  town  to  live,"  her  father,  Rev.  W.  H.  Moore,  being  at  that  time 
the  preacher  in  charge  of  the  Tar  River  Circuit  and  living  in  Frank- 
linton.  She  used  to  read  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  the  children's 
letters  in  the  Raleigh  Christian  Advocate  and  the  Richmond  Advocate 
also,  but  there  was  no  Bright  Jewels  Society  accessible  to  her  until  in 
1884  she  was  in  Tarboro,  her  father's  next  pastorate.  She  was  by  that 
time,  however,  all  of  fourteen  years  old  and  quite  a  young  lady,  or 
felt  herself  to  be,  for  she  had  "put  on  long  dresses  and  put  up  her  hair," 
and  that  fall  "went  off  to  school"  to  old  Greensboro  Female  College. 
She  spent  three  happy  years  there,  being  graduated  in  1887,  coming 
under  all  the  good  influences  of  the  dear  old  place.  There  she  was  an 
active  member  of  the  missionary  society  and  one  of  the  circles  of  the 
King's  Daughters,  and  of  course  a  regular  attendant  of  church  and 
Sunday  school — a  girl  had  to  be  mighty  sick  to  be  absent  from  either 
under  the  regime  of  dear  old  Dr.  Jones.  How  well  she  remembers  that 
Sunday  morning  roll  call,  and  the  long  string  of  girls  marching  two 
by  two,  all  in  a  uniform  of  black  dresses,  between  two  lines  of  staring 
boys  from  the  gate  to  their  seats  in  the  gallery  of  old  West  Market 
Street  Church!  But  long  before  that  time  she  used  to  "ride  the  circuit" 
with  her  father,  when  she  is  sure  was  laid  the  foundation  of  her  great 
love  for  her  church  and  all  its  interests,  his  being  so  tremendous  she 
could  scarcely  fail  to  imbibe  a  goodly  share  of  it  from  him.  After 
leaving  school,  she  lived  in  several  places  with  her  family,  and  in 
others  in  teaching,  always  participating  in  the  activities  of  the  church 
and  Sunday  school.  In  1900  she  "married  and  settled  down,"  and 
from  that  time  the  duties  of  church,  Sunday  school,  and  the  mission- 
ary society  have  been  a  large  part  of  the  program  of  her  life,  though 
it  was  not  until  1920  that  she  came  into  official  connection  with  the 
conference. 

Publicity  Suferintendenty  Mrs.  M.  T.  Plyler.  Mrs.  Plyler,  as  Epie 
Smith  of  Gatesville,  was  almost  a  child  of  the  parsonage,  for  her 
home  was  next  door  to  the  parsonage  and  the  church  was  just  beyond 
that,  so  that  her  family  instinctively  took  up  every  cause  that  was  ad- 
vocated by  the  preacher,  or  whatever  movement  the  church  in  general 
sponsored.  Her  father's  library  was  a  store  house  for  Methodist  litera- 
ture. The  church  and  religious  movements  were  freely  and  sympatheti- 
cally discussed  in  her  home,  and  among  the  friends  and  visitors  of  the 
family  were  many  ministers,  a  number  of  whom  were  distinguished 
members  of  the  Virginia  Conference.  Other  influences  than  those  of 
her  own  home  which  helped  to  direct  her  young  life,  were  those  exerted 
over  her  by  Mrs.  Sue  Williams  Cowper,  who  led  the  children  of  the 
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Gatesville  Methodist  Church  for  many  years  in  the  Rosebud  Mission- 
ary Society,  and  awakened  in  her  especially  the  love  of  missions  which 
has  been  in  her  heart  ever  since.  Her  college  education  was  received 
in  Greensboro  Female  College,  where  she  made  fine  records  in  all 
its  activities.  As  an  officer  in  the  Alumnae  Association  she  worked 
faithfully  and  successfully  to  help  save  the  school  to  the  church  after 
it  was  burned  and  rebuilt  some  years  ago.  As  the  wife  of  one  of  our 
most  prominent  ministers  she  has  been  at  his  right  hand  to  help  him 
in  all  the  ways  that  a  preacher's  wife  knows  to  support  his  ministry 
and  help  to  make  it  all  that  it  should*  be  in  every  way.  Since  1924  she 
has  had  charge  of  the  woman's  page  in  the  Advocate  and  has  made 
of  it  a  vital  contributive  agent  in  the  forward  movement  of  the  con- 
ference society. 

Social  Service  Superintendent y  Miss  Vara  L.  Herring.  As  a  child 
Miss  Herring  had  no  opportunity  to  be  a  member  of  any  Bright  Jewel 
Band,  for  she  lived  in  the  country,  where  there  were  no  missionary 
organizations  of  any  kind,  but  she  found  much  pleasure  in  reading 
the  page  in  the  Advocate  edited  by  Mrs.  Black  when  she  was  leader 
of  the  Bright  Jewels.  Her  interest  in  missions  began  while  she  was  a 
student  at  Littleton  College,  and  continued  to  increase  during  those 
years  and  the  nearly  ten  years  longer  she  was  there  as  treasurer  of  the 
college.  Mrs.  Rhodes,  the  wife  of  the  president,  usually  attended  the 
annual  meetings  of  both  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Conferences, 
and  the  next  Sunday  evening  would  give  most  interesting  accounts  of 
them  to  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  meeting.  The  missionary  department  of  the 
Y.  W.  C.  A.  raised  $40.00  every  year  for  a  scholarship  which  through 
the  Foreign  Missionary  Conference  Society,  was  directed  to  Mexico 
City.  It  was  called  the  Lula  Hester  Rhodes  Scholarship.  Nearly  every 
year  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rhodes  would  arrange  to  have  one  or  more  of  the 
Board  members  who  attended  the  annual  meetings  to  visit  the  college, 
and  in  that  way  the  girls  there  came  to  know  Miss  Belle  Bennett,  Miss 
Mabel  Head,  Miss  Daisy  Davies,  one  of  the  Misses  Helm,  and  several 
returned  missionaries.  While  Miss  Herring  was  there,  one  of  the 
teachers,  Miss  Lillian  Bridgers,  married  Rev.  S.  A.  Stewart  and  went 
with  him  to  Japan.  They  supported  her  in  part  the  year  she  was  there 
before  her  death.  With  all  these  splendid  opportunities,  Miss  Herring 
naturally  became  very  much  interested  in  missions,  but  she  did  not 
know  what  a  missionary  society  or  conference  was  like  until  in  the  fall 
of  1911  after  she  left  Littleton  she  joined  the  Home  Mission  Society 
in  Dunn,  and  the  following  spring  attended  as  delegate  the  annual 
meetings  of  both  conference  societies,  and  again  in  Wilson,  at  the  first 
joint  session  of  the  two.  After  the  union  of  her  local  societies  she  was 
made  president,  because,  not  having  been  a  member  of  either  before  the 
union,  she  could  be  trusted  to  preside  without  prejudice  or  favor.  At 
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the  annual  meeting  in  Durham,  in  1914,  she  was  made  secretary  of 
the  Fayetteville  District,  and  in  1917  of  the  Raleigh  District.  Since 
1924  she  has  been  the  efficient  conference  superintendent  of  Social 
Service. 

Superintendent  of  Literature,  Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott.  Woman's  work 
for  missions  in  the  North  Carolina  Conference  cannot  be  written 
without  enshrining  on  its  pages  the  name  of  Mrs.  S.  H.  Scott.  Faithful 
to  every  trust  she  has  endeared  herself  to  every  phase  of  missionary 
work.  Truly  it  can  be  said  of  her,  "She  hath  done  what  she  could." 
Naturally  timid,  and  shrinking  from  any  glare  of  public  life,  we  must 
marvel  at  her  long  period  of  office  holding,  and  little  can  it  be  under- 
stood, except  on  the  merit  that  "the  love  of  Christ  constraineth  her." 
In  her  home  church  in  New  Bern,  she  served  in  the  Foreign  Society 
as  recording  secretary  from  1893-1911.  She  was  a  charter  member 
of  the  Home  Society  and  was  corresponding  secretary  for  a  number 
of  years  until  elected  president  of  the  auxiliary,  serving  in  that  office 
until  the  societies  united.  Since  the  union  of  the  two  societies,  she  has 
served  as  superintendent  of  Children's  Work  one  year,  treasurer  for 
two  years,  recording  secretary  for  two  years,  and  Supply  superintendent 
two  years.  In  the  Home  Mission  Conference  Society  she  was  secretary 
of  the  New  Bern  District,  1895-98;  conference  treasurer,  1898-1902; 
and  conference  corresponding  secretary,  1903-10.  In  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  she  was  vice- 
president,  1920-24,  and  upon  her  resignation  of  that  office  she  was 
asked  to  take  that  of  superintendent  of  Literature.  It  is  unnecessary 
to  add  that  in  all  these  positions  of  trust,  she  has  proved  the  willing 
and  untiring  worker.  To  the  last  limit  of  her  time  and  strength,  has 
she  gone  for  her  Lord's  work,  and  only  she  and  her  Lord  know  the 
extent  that  she  has  denied  herself  that  she  might  give  of  her  means 
to  missions.  Through  all  these  years  of  service,  the  light  from  Mrs. 
Scott's  consecrated  life  has  shown  steadily  and  brightly  through  some 
of  the  darkest  periods  of  discouragement  of  the  North  Carolina  Con- 
ference. Especially  is  this  true  of  her  work  in  the  Home  Mission  Con- 
ference. When  that  conference  was  nearly  dead,  it  was  Mrs.  Scott 
with  Mrs.  Kate  P.  Black  of  Littleton  and  Miss  Narcissa  Hutchings 
of  Raleigh  who  met  in  Edenton  Street  Church  to  try  to  reorganize 
the  conference  work.  History  of  the  conference  reveals  the  fact  that 
this  effort  was  successful.  Mrs.  Scott  as  corresponding  secretary  went 
through  the  conference,  organizing  new  auxiliaries  and  strengthening 
those  already  organized.  She  carried  new  life  and  new  hope  wherever 
she  went,  for  she  revealed  through  her  life  and  work  the  spirit  of 
Jesus  Christ.  So  many  other  difficult  duties  have  been  required  of  her 
in  the  conference  work  and  always  her  answer  has  been  the  most 
cheerful  smile  and  ready  hands.  Her  characteristic  answer  to  any 
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request  has  been,  "I  deem  it  such  a  privilege  to  try  to  do  something 
for  my  Lord."  A  more  consecrated  life  has  not  walked  among  us  in 
the  North  Carolina  Conference,  and  her  efforts  have  been  blessed  be- 
cause they  reflected  the  love  and  life  of  Christ. — May  Edla  Smith 
Ear  ley . 

Superintendent  of  Supplies,  Mrs.  Wm.  L.  Knight.  When  it  was 
known  that  Mrs.  Wilkins  was  resigning  from  this  office  at  the  confer- 
ence of  1928,  the  question  was  repeatedly  asked,  "who  can  we  get  to 
take  her  place?"  Then  we  were  told  that  Mrs.  Wilkins  herself  had 
selected  her  successor  in  Mrs.  Wm.  L.  Knight  of  Weldon.  Mrs. 
Knight  was  a  friend  of  Mrs.  Wilkins,  and  having  helped  her  a  great 
deal  in  her  work  the  conference  felt  confidence  in  Mrs.  Wilkins' 
choice  and  elected  her  to  the  position  at  its  Jubilee  session. 

District  Secretaries 

Durham  District,  Miss  Lillie  Duke.  For  a  number  of  years  the 
conference  has  not  been  able  to  get  along  without  Miss  Lillie  Duke 
of  Durham  in  some  official  capacity — when  she  resigns  one  office,  she 
is  almost  immediately  elected  to  another.  There  is  only  one  "Miss 
Lillie,"  and  the  conference  appreciates  and  loves  her.  She  has  been, 
since  before  1910,  young  people's  superintendent,  field  secretary,  or- 
ganizer, young  people's  superintendent,  and  finally  district  secretary  of 
the  Durham  District.  She  had  no  opportunity  in  her  childhood  of  being 
a  member  of  a  child's  missionary  society,  but  later,  joined  the  Epworth 
League,  and  has  always  been  in  Sunday  school,  either  as  pupil,  or  as, 
for  a  number  of  years  past,  a  teacher  of  note. 

Elizabeth  City  District,  Mrs.  R.  H.  Willis.  In  her  childhood,  Mrs. 
Willis  was  a  member  of  the  Rosebud  Missionary  Society  of  the  Vir- 
ginia Conference  and  also  of  the  Sunday  school,  and  it  was  a  combina- 
tion of  these  with  the  influences  of  a  Christian  home  that  directed  her 
walk  through  life.  During  the  lifetime  of  her  husband,  Rev.  R.  H. 
Willis,  she  was  his  real  helpmate  in  all  his  appointments,  especially 
active  in  the  missionary  society.  Under  her  supervision  her  district 
has  forged  ahead  in  every  phase  of  the  work,  making  records  of  which 
it  may  justly  be  proud,  for  her  members  love  her  and  support  her 
faithfully  in  all  that  she  tries  to  do. 

Fayetteville  District,  Mrs.  Junius  Wren.  Mrs.  Wren  rejoices  that 
it  was  her  privilege  to  be  member  of  a  Juvenile  Society  when  she  was 
a  child,  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Minnie  Willis  and  Mrs.  B.  N. 
Mann.  She  became  a  member  of  that  society  when  just  a  very  small 
child,  and  remained  a  member  of  it  until  her  mother  enrolled  her  as 
a  member  of  the  Woman's  Foreign  Missionary  Society  when  she  was 
about  thirteen  years  old.  The  influence  of  this  early  missionary  training 
has  largely  shaped  her  whole  life,  and  her  interest  grows  and  deepens 
as  she  has  come  to  know  the  joy  and  privilege  of  service  in  this  part 
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of  the  Master's  work.  Her  district  has  always  been  distinctive  in  its 
emphasis  upon  prayer  life.  It  usually  observes  the  Week  of  Prayer 
100%,  and  every  one  of  its  auxiliaries  was  organized  in  the  Jubilee 
Prayer  League  Covenant. 

New  Bern  District,  Mrs.  Flora  M.  Kendall.  Mrs.  Kendall  was  a 
member  of  the  pioneer  auxiliary  organized  in  Greensboro  Female 
College  in  1879,  and  through  her  whole  life  has  been  interested  and 
active  in  the  missionary  work  as  well  as  the  other  activities  of  the 
church.  She  has  been  secretary  of  her  district  since  1920,  only  one 
other  having  been  in  office  longer  than  that.  Her  women  love  and  are 
loyal  to  her,  faithfully  striving  to  carry  out  her  plans  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  work.  By  making  the  largest  percentage  of  increase  in 
1924,  she  had  the  rare  privilege  of  a  trip  to  the  Council  meeting  in 
Tulsa  in  1925,  as  the  guest  of  the  conference. 

Raleigh  District,  Miss  Helen  White.  Her  membership,  as  a  child, 
of  a  society  called  the  "Little  Helpers,"  had  a  great  deal  of  influence 
in  shaping  Miss  White's  young  life  and  so  laying  the  foundation  of 
her  success  as  a  district  secretary  today.  She  went  to  college  when  she 
was  sixteen  years  old,  and  after  her  return  home  a  young  people's 
society  of  which  she  was  made  president,  was  organized  by  Mrs.  R.  L. 
Brown.  Miss  White  was  president  four  years.  After  awhile  it  became 
an  adult  society  and  its  name  was  changed  to  "Maria  Brown  Society" 
in  honor  of  its  founder.  Miss  White  was  particularly  active  in  organ- 
izing "Gibson  Auxiliaries,"  sixty  being  the  number  she  organized  the 
first  year  of  its  life.  As  a  result  of  her  work  during  the  Jubilee  Year, 
she  reported  a  larger  number  of  auxiliaries  on  the  honor  roll  than  had 
ever  before  been  reported  by  any  district. 

Rockingham  District,  Mrs.  L.  T.  Townsend.  Mrs.  B.  C.  Thomp- 
son, the  retiring  secretary  of  this  district,  carried  it  successfully  through 
the  last  months  of  the  Bennett  Memorial  Campaign  and  the  effort  to 
raise  the  district's  quota  for  the  Lucy  Cuninggim  School.  She  was  its 
secretary  for  only  a  few  years,  her  husband,  a  Methodist  minister, 
being  sent  into  the  district  just  as  Mrs.  Royall  was  sent  out  of  it  with 
her  husband,  and  was  sent  out  of  it  again  all  too  soon.  The  first  four 
months  of  the  Jubilee  Year  the  district  had  had  no  secretary,  but  went 
along  by  its  own  momentum.  At  conference,  however,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Jubilee  spirit,  Mrs.  L.  T.  Townsend  of  Lumberton 
consented  to  serve.  Mrs.  Townsend  was  born  near  Lumberton  into  a 
Presbyterian  family.  Her  father  was  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  her  mother,  a  native  of  Scotland,  was  a  godly  woman, 
so  she  had  the  great  advantage  of  being  brought  up  in  a  Christian  home. 
It  is  now  a  bright  spot  in  her  life  to  remember  her  early  Christian 
training,  in  gratitude  for  her  godly  parents  and  a  home  in  which  God 
was  honored  and  revered.  She  came  into  the  Methodist  Church  fifteen 
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years  ago  with  her  husband,  and  has  always  been  active  in  the  mission- 
ary work,  first  of  the  Presbyterian  and  now  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Washington  District,  Miss  M.  Bessie  Harding.  Miss  Harding  be- 
gan her  missionary  life  in  Greenville,  where,  as  a  member  of  a  chil- 
dren's missionary  society  until  she  went  away  to  college,  under  the 
leadership  of  Miss  Bettie  Warren,  she  held  every  office  in  it,  and  did 
something  of  all  the  work  possible  to  do  in  it.  In  the  later  years  she 
acted  as  assistant  to  the  lady  manager.  After  her  graduation  she  be- 
came secretary  of  the  woman's  society,  and,  ever  since,  she  has  been 
a  member  of  some  adult  auxiliary,  except  two  years  while  she  was 
teaching  in  Greensboro,  when  she  was  a  member  of  "Golden  Links" 
society.  She  attributes  her  interest  in  missions  to  the  influence  of  her 
mother  and  Miss  Warren.  Under  her  supervision  the  work  of  her 
district  has  developed  and  grown,  making  it  one  of  the  leaders  of  the 
conference. 

Weldon  District,  Miss  Amma  Graham.  Miss  Graham  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Bright  Jewels  of  Shady  Grove  Church  on  the  Warren 
Circuit  when  she  was  a  child.  It  helped  to  interest  her  in  missions, 
and  she  has  been  a  member  of  some  missionary  society  ever  since. 
She  accepted  the  district  work  in  1916  at  the  request  of  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Rhodes,  when  the  secretary  elected,  for  some  reason,  could  not  serve. 
Her  district  is  one  of  the  largest,  with  more  auxiliaries  than  any  other. 
She  began  to  organize  it  in  county  groups  in  1917,  in  order  to  get 
more  women  into  active  service  and  in  closer  touch  with  one  another. 
The  idea  "took"  in  the  conference  and  spread  from  the  conference 
into  the  Council.  Nearly  all  of  the  conference  has  adopted  the  plan 
which  has  worked  most  successfully.  Deeply  spiritual  and  zealously 
faithful  Miss  Graham  has  always  been  a  help  and  an  inspiration  to 
the  Conference. 

Wilmington  District,  Mrs.  E.  R.  Clarke.  Mrs.  Clarke's  mother, 
Mrs.  W.  M.  Hankins,  was  one  of  the  early  missionary  workers  of 
Wilmington,  serving  the  district  a  number  of  years  as  its  secretary. 
Mrs.  Clarke  was  a  member  of  a  children's  society  of  which  Mrs. 
C.  C.  Covington  was  the  lady  manager,  and  in  which  she  held  several 
offices,  including  that  of  treasurer.  Later  she  was  a  member  of  the 
Epworth  League,  and,  after  her  school  life  was  finished,  of  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society.  Her  heritage  and  training  fitted  her  for 
the  responsible  position  she  holds  as  secretary  of  her  district,  which 
position  she  is  most  successfully  filling.  Especially  in  the  study  depart- 
ment her  work  has  manifested  itself  in  substantial  growth  and  fine 
development.  She  has  the  ability  to  win  the  support  of  her  co-workers 
in  the  plans  she  forms,  which  always  makes  for  success. 
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TE  DEUM  LAUDAMUS 

( Elizabeth  Lamb ) 

A  Hymn  For  "Seven  Times  Seven" 
Tune  610,  "Materna" 

O  God  and  Father  of  us  all, 

Creator,  Savior,  King! 

Thy  love  to  all  mankind  hast  given 

In  Christ,  Thy  Son,  our  Lord. 

With  Thee  in  glory  lifted  up, 

Creator,  Savior,  King, 

Angelic  hosts  His  love  proclaim, 

His  praises  seraphs  sing. 

O  Christ,  our  Lord,  by  Thee  redeemed, 

Our  hearts  by  Thy  blood  cleansed, 

O'er  sin  and  sorrow,  grief  and  pain, 

We  triumph  by  Thy  grace. 

From  hell's  dread  hate,  from  Satan's  wrath, 

Thy  power  hath  set  us  free — 

That  life  abundant  all  may  have, 

And  joy  and  peace  in  Thee. 

O  Holy  Spirit,  Guide,  and  Friend, 

Our  Comforter  art  Thou! 

The  things  of  Christ  Thou  dost  make  plain, 

That  we  may  live  in  Him. 

And  when  we  pray,  Thy  power  avails 

Before  God's  throne  on  high. 

By  faith  His  precious  blood  we  plead, 

And  grace  and  strength  receive. 

O  God  and  Father  of  mankind, 

Thy  glory  we  shall  see! 

Redeemed  and  saved  from  every  race — 

By  Jesus  Christ  made  free — 

Glad  alleluias  we  shall  sing 

With  all  Thy  hosts  on  high! 

In  new  Jerusalem  four-square, 

We'll  praise  Thee  evermore! 
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